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Khelo India Tribal Games 2026 is a historic national event that will be held specifically for tribal
sportsmen as a part of Khelo India programme. The Games will take place in Chhattisgarh from
25 March to 3 April 2026, uniting thousands of people throughout the country. This programme
aims to recognise untapped talent in the remote tribal areas and encourages the sports and
culture of the natives. It is also geared towards building grassroots sports development and
inclusivity, and offering tribal youths opportunities to advance to mainstream national and
international sporting platforms.

Khelo India Tribal Games 2026: Key Highlights, Objectives, and
Impact

The first multi-sport national event for tribal athletes in India.

It is arranged as the Khelo India project of the Government of India.

To be held between 25 March and 3 April 2026.

Organised in several locations such as Raipur, Jagdalpur and Surguja in Chhattisgarh.

Involvement of around 3,000-3800 athletes in more than 30 states and union territories.

Hosts 7 key sports of the medals, which guarantee competitive participation at the

national level.

e The most important sports are athletics, archery, football, hockey, swimming, wrestling,
and weightlifting.

e There are also traditional and demonstration events that indicate the culture of tribal
sporting.

e Offers a national stage whereby tribal young people can present their talent and abilities.
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e Concentrates on the identification of talented athletes to compete in future national and
international events.
Encourages conservation and appreciation of native tribal sports and heritage.
Helps incorporate remote and rural athletes into the mainstream sports system.
Provides access to professional coaching, infrastructure, and competition.
Promotes inclusion, equality, and engagement between tribal communities.
Increases the confidence, discipline, teamwork, and general personality growth of
participants.
e Invests in long-term development of athletes by providing Khelo India opportunities, such
as training and scholarships.
Brings about understanding of tribal culture, traditions and heritage at the national level.
Helps in the development of tourism in the host destinations.
Enhances the vision of sports and promotes all grassroots sports in India.

Medal Tally: Khelo India Tribal Games 2026

Rank State/UT Gold ¥ Silver Y Bronze i Total Medals
1 Karnataka 23 8 7 38
2 Odisha 21 15 21 57
3 Jharkhand 16 8 11 35
4 Maharashtra 6 10 4 20
6 Assam 5 14 12 31
9 Chhattisgarh 3 10 6 19
11 Madhya Pradesh 2 3 6 11
14 West Bengal 2 0 0 2
15 Jammu and 1 4 3 8
Kashmir
19 Bihar 1 1 0 2

22 Rajasthan 0 3 2 5
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About: Khelo India Tribal Games 2026

Organising Ministry: The games were organised by the Government of Chhattisgarh,
Sports Authority of India, IOA and the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

Official Mascot: The official mascot is called Morveer, which means courage, strength,
and tribal identity. The name is a mix of Mor (our) and Veer (bravery), which indicates
community pride.

Most successful athlete: Karnataka swimmer Manikanta L was the ultimate winner of
the highest number of medals, 8 gold and 1 silver.

Best Female Athlete: Anjali Munda of Odisha was awarded 5 gold medals, making
her the best female performer.

New / Demonstration Games: In addition to 7 medal sports, traditional games such as
mallakhamb and kabaddi were also held as demonstration games to market
indigenous sports.

Significance: The Games are a significant avenue of identifying tribal talent and linking
it with national-level training and opportunities as per Khelo India pathway.

Conclusion — Khelo India Tribal Games 2026

Khelo India Tribal Games 2026 is a great demonstration of how India is determined to develop
sports inclusively through the hosting of tribal athletes at a national level. It was held under the
Khelo India programme, where more than 3,000 athletes competed in various disciplines. The
mascot of the team was the tribal pride of Morveer, and the performance of such unique talents
as Manikanta L and Anjali Munda demonstrated the high level of talent. The incorporation of the
traditional games also enhanced cultural protection, and thus the event was a strong tool for
identifying talents and promoting grassroots sports.
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Newcastle Disease Spreads Across
Europe

Newcastle Disease -
in Poultry [
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The Newcastle Disease outbreak has been a recent one, raising concerns in Europe, with
numerous cases reported in 2026. Official surveys conducted by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and European animal health authorities have indicated that
the disease is spreading to countries such as Poland, Germany, and Spain. Avian influenza is a
very contagious viral disease that afflicts poultry and other birds, leading to massive losses in
the agricultural sector. The cases that have re-emerged, including commercial farm infections,
have heightened the biosecurity concerns and elevated the level of risk overall in Europe.

Newcastle Disease Spreads Across Europe: Impact & Risk
Factors

e Several countries in Europe, including Poland, Germany, Spain, Lithuania, and Slovakia,
have officially reported cases of the disease.

e Poland is the most affected nation, and the outbreaks in 2026 affected up to 1.8 million
birds.

e Germany reported its first outbreak since 2008 (or decades for poultry), meaning that it
has re-emerged in areas that were controlled.
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e Poultry farms in Spain, both commercial and non-commercial, have also experienced
outbreaks.

e The disease is induced by avian paramyxovirus type-1 (APMV-1) and is transmitted very
fast among birds.

e |t impacts the respiratory, digestive, and nervous systems, which in most cases causes
high mortality rates in poultry.

e The symptoms in the infected birds are coughing, sneezing, paralysis, diarrhoea, and
lack of appetite.

e The outbreak has seen authorities raising the risk levels in some areas, such as Great
Britain, to medium.

e Transmission is associated with the flight of wild birds, commerce, infected equipment,
and farm biosecurity breaches.

e The European Commission has put in place emergency control areas and movement
restrictions to control the disease.
Vaccination exists but is not quite efficient, and that is why strict biosecurity is necessary.
Governments note that Newcastle disease is a notifiable disease, and they should report
suspected cases immediately.

e International trade and poultry farming are at risk of facing a severe economic threat due
to the outbreak.

e Continuous monitoring systems, such as the Animal Disease Information System (ADIS),
are monitoring cases in Europe.

e Experts caution that unless containment measures are well adhered to, the disease can
keep on spreading to the west.

MCQs on Poultry

Which disease is commonly known as Bird Flu?

A. Newcastle Disease

B. Avian Influenza

C. Swine Flu

D. Rabies

Answer: B. Avian Influenza

Explanation: Avian Influenza is a viral disease in birds, commonly called Bird Flu.

Avian Influenza is caused by which virus family?

A. Coronavirus

B. Orthomyxoviridae

C. Retroviridae

D. Flaviviridae

Answer: B. Orthomyxoviridae

Explanation: Influenza viruses belong to the Orthomyxoviridae family.

Which of the following diseases spreads most rapidly among poultry in India?
A. Tuberculosis
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B. Avian Influenza

C. Malaria

D. Cholera

Answer: B. Avian Influenza

Explanation: It spreads quickly among birds and causes major outbreaks.

The primary host of H5N1 virus is:

A. Humans

B. Birds

C. Cattle

D. Fish

Answer: B. Birds

Explanation: H5N1 mainly infects birds but can sometimes spread to humans.

Which organisation monitors global animal diseases?

A. WHO

B. FAO

C. OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health)

D. UNESCO

Answer: C. OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health)

Explanation: OIE tracks and manages animal disease outbreaks worldwide.

Zoonotic diseases are those which:

A. Affect only animals

B. Spread from animals to humans

C. Spread only through water

D. Affect plants

Answer: B. Spread from animals to humans

Explanation: Zoonotic diseases transmit between animals and humans.

Which of the following is NOT a poultry disease?
A. Avian Influenza

B. Newcastle Disease

C. Foot and Mouth Disease

D. Infectious Bursal Disease

Answer: C. Foot and Mouth Disease

Explanation: It mainly affects cattle, not poultry.

Which measure is most effective in controlling poultry diseases?
A. Increasing imports

B. Biosecurity measures

C. Ignoring symptoms

D. Open farming

Answer: B. Biosecurity measures

Explanation: Hygiene and restricted movement prevent disease spread.
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Which disease caused a major poultry crisis in India multiple times?
A. Dengue

B. Avian Influenza

C. HIV

D. Tuberculosis

Answer: B. Avian Influenza

Explanation: Bird Flu outbreaks have led to large poultry losses in India.

Swine Flu (H1N1) primarily spreads through:

A. Water

B. Air droplets

C. Soll

D. Food only

Answer: B. Air droplets

Explanation: It spreads via coughing, sneezing, and close contact.

Consider the following statements regarding Avian Influenza:

1. Itis caused by viruses of the Orthomyxoviridae family.
2. It primarily affects birds but can infect humans.
3. It spreads only through contaminated water.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C. 1 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only
Explanation: It spreads through contact, air, and surfaces—not only water.

With reference to zoonotic diseases, consider the following statements:

1. They can be transmitted from animals to humans.
2. All viral diseases are zoonotic.
3. They include diseases like rabies and avian influenza.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 and 3 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C. 1 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: A. 1 and 3 only
Explanation: Not all viral diseases are zoonotic.
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Consider the following pairs (disease — primary host):

1. H5N1 - Birds
2. H1N1 - Pigs
3. Foot-and-Mouth Disease — Poultry

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
A. 1 and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only
Explanation: Foot-and-mouth disease affects cattle, not poultry.

Conclusion - Newcastle Disease

Newcastle disease continues posing a significant risk to the health of poultry in the world
because of its high transmissibility and the cost implications. It can cause massive death and
trade losses to affect the respiratory, digestive, and nervous systems in birds. Strict biosecurity,
early detection, and vaccination measures need to be put in place to ensure effective control.
Being a notifiable disease, it is important to report promptly. In general, poultry industries and
food security on the global level require constant supervision and proactive strategies to avoid

outbreaks.
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Poonawalla Buys Raja Ravi Varma
Painting for Record X167 Crore

Poonawalla buys Raja Ravi Vrma
painting for record ¥167 crore

Cyrus S. Poonawala was in the news when he bought a masterpiece by Raja Ravi Varma at a
Saffronart auction at the highest price of 167 crore. The artwork, Yashoda and Krishna, has sold
at the highest price of a modern Indian art in an auction ever in history. This monumental sale
indicates the increase in the international price of Indian art and the increased demand for
Indian collectors. Created in the 1890s, the artwork demonstrates the peculiar mixture of Indian
mythology and European artistic methods that Varma managed to combine, thus making the
artwork culturally important and a historically valuable masterpiece.

Significance of Raja Ravi Varma Painting

e Yashoda and Krishna were sold for 167.2 crore, making a new record in the auction of
Indian art.
Industrialist Cyrus S. Poonawala, chairman of the Serum Institute of India, bought it.
The auction was conducted in a Saffronart spring auction in Mumbai, where art deals in
the high range take place.

e The highest bid was higher than the approximated price between 80 and 120 crore,
which was highly demanded among the collectors.
The painting broke the earlier record of M. F. Husain Gram Yatra (118 crore).
The work was painted in the 1890s, and it represents the emotional relationship between
Yashoda and Lord Krishna.
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e Raja Ravi Varma is the one who is associated with the fusion of European realism and
Indian mythological subjects.
The painting is regarded as a national treasure and has strong cultural values in India.
Poonawala said that the art will periodically be opened to the public.
The sale indicates the fast development of the Indian art market and the increase in
domestic investment.

e It underlines Indian art as a great asset category, just as gold is during unpredictable
moments.

e The occasion is an indicator of growing appreciation of Indian artists and culture all over
the world.

e It also displays a change in which Indian collectors are now preserving the cultural
heritage in the country.
The historic sale will have the effect of increasing the future value of Indian art.
Comprehensively, this has been an important milestone in the art market of India as well
as cultural pride.

About: Raja Ravi Varma

Raja Ravi Varma (1848-1906) was an Indian artist who pioneered the modernisation of Indian
art through a fusion of European realism and Indian mythological themes. He was born in
Kilimanoor, and he is known to have made gods and epic figures look real and familiar. His
renowned works are Shakuntala, Damayanti and the Swan, and Yashoda and Krishna. In 1894,
he founded the Ravi Varma Press, which popularised lithographs. Lord Curzon awarded him the
Kaisar-i-Hind Medal in 1904.

Conclusion — Raja Ravi Varma's Painting

The sale of a masterpiece by Raja Ravi Varma to Cyrus S. Poonawala at a record price of 167
crore is a historic development in the art market of India. This is the first indicator of the
increasing global appreciation of Indian art and the increased desire of domestic collectors to
conserve cultural heritage. It not only establishes a new standard in contemporary Indian art but
also strengthens the importance of the legacy of Varma. On the whole, it is a good move in the
right direction of acknowledging art as a cultural treasure and an investment asset in India.

HINDI
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Medal Tally: Khelo India Tribal Games 2026
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