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Japan Launches World’s First
Freight-Only Bullet Train:
Revolutionising High-Speed Logistics
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JAPAN LAUNCHES WORLD'S FIRST FREIGHT-ONLY BULLET TRAIN
Japan has made a significant breakthrough in the transportation and logistics sector with the
introduction of the first freight-only bullet train in the world, thus transforming the usage of
high-speed rail. The Shinkansen system, which has been traditionally used in passenger
transportation, has been modified to feature cargo transportation conveniently and speedily.
This innovation is timely because the world's supply chains are currently in need of quicker,
safer, and more dependable delivery networks. Japan has integrated speed and sustainability
by modifying the current train models into cargo trains. The project will transform the logistics
sector because it will eliminate the use of road and air transport and will guarantee the delivery
of high-value and perishable products in time across the regions.

Japan’s Freight-Only Bullet Train: Features, Speed & Key
Highlights

Japan has brought the first freight-only bullet train in history to transform logistics.

It is operated by the East Japan Railway Company, which is a large railway company.
It is anchored on the enhanced Shinkansen technology.

One of the existing E3 Series Shinkansen trains has been redesigned for cargo.
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e The first one is that passenger seats are eliminated to allow the establishment of

massive storage areas for goods.

The train can carry huge loads of cargo during a trip.

It has a top speed of approximately 270-275 km/h, hence very high regarding the speed

of commerce.

The service primarily links to Tokyo as well as the north, such as Morioka.

It is perfect for transporting perishable goods such as seafood, fruits, and medical

supplies.

The fast movement will provide a timely delivery and less spoilage of goods.

The vibration in the train is low, which makes it suitable for delicate and high-value items.

It assists in minimizing road jams and reliance on truck deliveries.

This system promotes the sustainability of the environmental aspect through the

reduction of carbon emissions.

e The concept was accelerated throughout the pandemic, when trains were carrying
freight.

e |t bridges the price disparities between the slow rail freight services and the costly air
truck services.

e Other countries can be encouraged by this innovation to use high-speed freight rail
systems in the future.

Asked PYQs on Bullet Point

Question Options Answer

What is the name of Japan’s A. Maglev B. Eurostar C. Shinkansen D. TGV C
high-speed rail network?

In which year was the first bullet A. 1950 B. C. 1975 D. 1980 B
train introduced?

Which country introduced the first ~ A. China B. USA C. Japan D. France C
bullet train system?

Which organisation implements A. Indian Railways B. IRCTC. C. National High C

bullet train projects in India? Speed Rail Corporation Limited. D NHAI
High-speed rail systems generally A. 100-150 km/h B. 150-200 km/h C. D
operate at speeds of: 200-250 km/h D. Above 250 km/h

Which country recently launched a A. Germany B. France C. Japan D. USA C

freight-only bullet train?
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Bullet trains are primarily powered  A. Diesel B. Petrol C. Electricity D. Steam C
by:
Which country has the largest A. USA B. China C. UK D. Germany B
high-speed rail network?
What is the main advantage of A. Low cost B. High speed. Heavy load. Less B
bullet trains? maintenance
Bullet trains help reduce which A. Soil erosion B. Water pollution C. Carbon C
environmental issue? emissions D. Deforestation

Conclusion - Japan’s Freight-Only Bullet Train

The freight-only bullet train in Japan is a game-changer in high-speed logistics with its efficiency,
sustainability, and innovativeness. Through the developed Shinkansen system, Japan has
shown how it is possible to use the current infrastructure and update it to suit the current supply
chain requirements. This project will save on time taken to make deliveries, decrease carbon
emissions, and decrease road transport pressures. It provides a global precedent to the use of
technology and sustainable development in the transportation and logistics industry.
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India’s Major Share in Global Maternal
Deaths

INDIA'S MAJOR SHARE IN GLOBAL MATERNAL DERATHS

&N Maternal Deaths Worldwide

India has a significant proportion of maternal deaths in the world; hence, maternal health is an
important priority of public health. According to estimates by international organisations such as
the World Health Organisation and UNICEF, the majority of maternal deaths occur in developing
countries, such as India. Despite the gradual improvement in the Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) in the country, there are several challenges that the country still faces. There is still
limited access to quality healthcare, malnutrition, and regional inequalities. Maternal mortality
reduction is fundamental to meet the Sustainable Development Goals and provide women in the
country with improved health and well-being.

India’s Share in Global Maternal Deaths: Data, Causes & Key
Facts

India contributes a notable share (around 10-12%) to total maternal deaths worldwide.
Maternal mortality includes deaths caused by pregnancy, childbirth, or complications
after delivery.

e According to the World Health Organisation, nearly 260,000 women die globally each
year due to maternal causes.

e India’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) has reduced to about 97 per 100,000 live births
(2018-20).

e Recent estimates suggest further improvement to around 80-93 per lakh live births.



Current Affairs Capsule for 30 March 2026
(cLAsS24)

e The country has shown major progress, reducing MMR from 384 in 2000 to nearly 100

by 2020.

e However, due to its large population, India still records a high absolute number of

maternal deaths.

Leading causes include severe bleeding, infections, hypertension, and unsafe abortions.
There are big regional and rural-urban differences in access to maternal healthcare.
Early marriage and teenage pregnancies significantly increase health risks.

Widespread issues like anaemia and poor nutrition contribute to maternal mortality.
Access to institutional deliveries and prenatal care has improved but remains uneven.
Government initiatives such as Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) aim to promote safe

childbirth.

e India aims to reduce the MMR to below 70 per 100,000 live births by 2030, in line with

SDG targets.

e Continued focus on health infrastructure, awareness, and skilled care is necessary for
further improvement.

Important Schemes for Maternity

Scheme Name

Janani Suraksha
Yojana (JSY)

Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY)

Janani Shishu
Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK)

POSHAN Abhiyaan

LaQshya
Programme

Indira Gandhi
Matritva Sahyog
Yojana

Launched By

Government of
India

Government of
India

Government of
India

Government of
India

Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare

Government of
India

Year

2005

2017

2011

2018

2017

2010

Key Objective

Reduce maternal
and neonatal
mortality

Provide financial

support to pregnant

women

Ensure free
maternal & child
healthcare

Improve the

nutritional status of

women & children

Improve the quality

of care in labour
rooms

Support pregnant &

lactating women

Key Benefits

Cash incentives for
institutional delivery

%5,000 cash benefit for
first child

Free delivery,
medicines, diagnostics,
transport

Focus on reducing
anaemia and
malnutrition

Better facilities and
trained staff

Conditional cash
transfer scheme
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SUMAN Scheme Government of 2019 Assured dignified Free and respectful
India maternal care maternity services
Anaemia Mukt Government of 2018 Reduce anaemia Iron supplementation &
Bharat India among women & awareness
children

Conclusion - India’s Role in the Global Maternal Death Crisis

India is a key player in the solution to the global maternal death crisis, as it has a considerable
proportion of the total cases. Although gradual gains have been recorded due to the
government's efforts and the provision of better healthcare facilities, some problems, such as
inequality within a specific region and insufficient access, still exist. The initiatives that are
consistent with the objectives that the World Health Organisation has are necessary to continue
supporting the reduction of maternal death and guarantee safe childbirth in the entire country.

India Hosts IONS Maritime Exercise
2026 in Kochi Port

; s 3
INDIA HOSTS IONS MARITIME
EXERGISE 2026 IN KOGHI PORT

The Indian Navy displayed its emerging dominance in regional maritime cooperation by hosting
the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) Maritime Exercise 2026 in Kochi. There was an
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Indian Navy-organised exercise, held in the Maritime Warfare Centre of the Southern Naval
Command, which involved the representatives of the navies of the countries of the Indian Ocean
Region. It was aimed at addressing new non-traditional maritime issues, including piracy,
trafficking and disaster response. The project portrays the Indian proactive involvement to
increase the naval coordination, interoperability, and collective security and to instil stability and
safe trade routes in the region of great strategic interest, the Indo-Pacific.

IONS Maritime Exercise 2026 in Kochi: Key Highlights

e The exercise was organised in Kochi in the Southern Naval Command of the Indian
Navy.

e These exercises were carried out at the Maritime Warfare Centre, which is one of the
largest marine training centres.
The practice is carried out in the context of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS).
An organisation was formed in 2008, which is called the IONS, to facilitate collaboration
between Indian Ocean region navies.
It is a multilateral voluntary platform that would help in enhancing maritime cooperation.
The exercise involved the naval representatives of various IOR countries.
One of them was to enhance interoperability and coordination among the participating
navies.

e The drill made emphasis on non-traditional threats like seafarer risks like piracy,
smuggling and sea terrorism.

e It also placed much focus on Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR)
activities.
The project is boosting the maritime security and stability in the Indo-Pacific.
Using India as an example, its strategic power in the region is advanced by the fact that
it is the IONS Chair (2026).
The forum involves more than 25 member countries.
The practice enhances information exchange and working together in readiness.
It contributes to the development of confidence and trust between the involved entities in
the Navy.
The safety of Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) is a great concern.
The event is in line with the vision of the Security and Growth of all in the Region
(SAGAR) given by India.

Conclusion - IONS Maritime Exercise 2026 at Kochi

India is increasingly becoming a dominant force in maritime cooperation and security in the
region, as evidenced by the IONS Maritime Exercise 2026 that was held in Kochi. Conducted
under the leadership of the Indian Navy, the drill enhanced the coordination of the Indian Ocean
Region navies to meet the changing needs in the Indian Ocean, piracy, trafficking, and disaster
response. It also increased the interoperability, trust and sharing of information amongst the
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participating countries. The exercise also enhances the national resolve of a stable and secure
Indo-Pacific by advancing state collective security and ensuring the protection of essential sea
routes.
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