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The move to have Donald Trump on the currency of the US is generating colossal political and
social controversy. With this move in place, it would be breaking a tradition of 165 years: never
putting a living or a recent political figure on American currency. The proponents pose that it is a
comment on the work of Trump and his legacy, whereas critics claim that it politicises national
symbols. The proposal has already spread widely in world media, questioning the past
standards, administrative systems, and future of the US currency design.

Trump Signature on US Currency: 165-Year Tradition Ends

e Since the 19th century, the United States has had a tradition of having historical figures
such as presidents and national icons printed on its currency to prevent being
associated with modern political leaders.

e The introduction of the signature of Donald Trump would be a significant change, the
beginning of the breakage of the time-honoured traditions of institutional currency
design.

e According to the supporters, the presidency of Trump changed the face of American
politics and deserved a symbolic representation on the money.

e Opponents state that this would be dangerous because it would expose the country to
more political manipulation, and this would likely polarise people further.

e Law scholars point out that the currency design in the US is regulated by the federal
government and other bodies such as the Treasury Department, and as such, any
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change to this is intricate and cannot be implemented easily without significant
acceptance.

e There are such historical precedents as George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, who
were added after their deaths, which contributed to the continuation of the tradition of
commemorating the past leaders instead of the present ones.

e The proposal also casts doubt on precedent; in that case, it would allow any other
political personality to request the same honour.

e Economic experts observe that there is also the cost of logistics in changing the currency
design, such as currency redesign, printing, and updating, to make it circulate.

e The response of the public is very polarised, and this type of polarisation is also more of
a political polarization of the United States.

e The move is being monitored around the world, as it might be the re-invention of how
national symbols are handled by democratic countries.

Conclusion — Trump's Signature to Appear on US Currency

The idea to put Donald Trump on US money is a great break to the tradition that maintained the
idea of being neutral and preserving history. It is being perceived as an acknowledgement of the
political power by supporters, whereas critics fear the danger of politicising national symbols.
Historically, such figures as George Washington and Abraham Lincoln received posthumous
recognition, which strengthened the balance of institutions. This would involve complicated legal
requests and may create a precedent. Finally, symbolism, democracy, and maintenance of
established norms in existing governance are underlying tensions that are expressed in the
debate.
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Gruh Sugam Portal: National Housing
Bank Boosts Affordable Housing Loans
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The Gruh Sugam Portals introduce themselves as one of the big moves by the National
Housing Bank to enhance the affordable housing system in India. This online project is expected
to ease the process of housing finance and increase transparency and accessibility of low-cost
home loans to citizens. As urbanisation and housing demand increase, the portal will help fill the
gaps between borrowers and financial institutions. The Gruh Sugam Portal utilises technology to
facilitate quicker approvals, effective data management, and efficient monitoring, which make
housing finance more inclusive, accessible, and streamlined across the country.

Gruh Sugam Portal: Key Features, Benefits & Impact on
Affordable Housing

e The Gruh Sugam portal is an online platform that has been established to facilitate
housing finance activity in India.

e The National Housing Bank introduced it to encourage financial inclusion and affordable
housing.

e The portal facilitates the smooth exchange of data between the housing finance firms
and the regulators.
It increases transparency and accountability in the housing finance industry.
The system enhances quicker borrowing and application of loans, which saves time for
the borrowers.



Current Affairs Capsule for 28 March 2026
(cLAsS24)

It strives to enhance access to low-cost housing loans, particularly to the middle- and
lower-income groups.

The portal assists in monitoring the activities of housing finance in real-time.

It also empowers the regulatory system through improved compliance and reporting.
The platform can help financial institutions to conduct effective risk assessment and data
analysis.

It encourages the digitisation of housing finance and minimises paperwork and errors
related to manual work.

The project is in line with government objectives such as the Housing for All and urban
development.

It is assumed that it will increase the trust of lenders and borrowers in the housing
finance system.

The portal enables institutional standardisation of processes.

It causes faster implementation and decision-making of policies.

Generally, Gruh Sugam Portal will be a revolutionary move towards ensuring housing
finance is affordable, accessible, and efficient in India.

Important Indian Government Scheme (2020-2025)

Scheme Name Objective Year Launched Ministry
At

National Education  Transform India’s 2020 New Delhi  Ministry of Education
Policy education system
PM SVANidhi Yojana Provide credit support 2020 New Delhi  Ministry of Housing &

to street vendors Urban Affairs
PM Garib Kalyan Provide free food 2020 New Delhi  Ministry of Consumer
Anna Yojana grains to poor families Affairs, Food & Public

Distribution

Production Linked Boost domestic 2020 New Delhi  Ministry of Commerce &
Incentive Scheme manufacturing and Industry

exports
PM Gati Shakti Integrated 2021 New Delhi  Ministry of Commerce &
National Master infrastructure Industry
Plan development
PM POSHAN Provide nutrition to 2021 New Delhi  Ministry of Education

Scheme

school children
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Create a digital health
ecosystem

Ensure women safety
and empowerment

Support transgender
persons and beggars

Support traditional
artisans and craftsmen

Provide free electricity
through solar rooftops

Increase income of
women in SHGs

Conclusion - Gruh Sugam Portal

2021

2022

2022

2023

2024

2024

New Delhi

New Delhi

New Delhi

New Delhi

New Delhi

New Delhi

Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare

Ministry of Women & Child
Development

Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment

Ministry of MSME

Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy

Ministry of Rural
Development

The introduction of the Gruh Sugam Portal by the National Housing Bank is a great stride
towards changing the ecosystem of housing finance in India. The portal enhances access to
affordable housing for a greater number of people by facilitating transparency and digitisation,
and shortening the loan processing time. It not only benefits the borrowers by making it easier
and faster to approve them but also makes institutions more efficient in their regulation and
data-driven decision-making. In line with the national housing objectives, the move is likely to
increase financial inclusion and help in sustainable urbanisation. In general, Gruh Sugam Portal
can become important in making the ownership of houses more accessible and effective.
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Operation Urja Suraksha: Indian Navy’s
Big Move to Protect Energy Supply via
Hormuz

OPERATION URJA SURAKSHA

The Indian Navy has initiated Operation Urja Suraksha to provide security to the critical energy
supply routes traversing the Strait of Hormuz, a strategic waterway. This is being done against a
backdrop of growing geopolitical tensions and growing security threats to maritime security in
the region. India is a large importer of crude oil, and therefore, as a country, it greatly relies on
the safe sea routes to ensure a continuous supply of energy. The operation will widen the
surveillance, provide safe transportation of oil tankers, and improve the national energy security
and the stability of global trade.

Operation Urja Suraksha: Key Features, Objectives & Strategic
Importance

The operation Urja Suraksha is a tactical operation initiated by the Indian Navy.
It is concerned with guarding energy supply channels that are vital in the Indian
economy and energy demands.

e The Strait of Hormuz is a strategically important location around which the operation is
centred.

e There is a lot of oil trade in this region, and hence, it is very sensitive.
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e This is the route through which India imports a big percentage of its crude oil, making it

more dependent.

e The mission will be to provide safe and secure movement of oil tankers in international

waters.

cooperation.

It involves countering threats by navy patrols, surveillance, and escort.

The exercise enhances the maritime security system and naval preparedness of India.
It is also a deterrent to piracy, terrorism and regional confrontations.

The programme indicates the rising nature of India in the international maritime security

It favours a continuous energy chain, which is essential to the stability of the economy.
There is an increase in the coordination with the international forces at sea.

It shows the Indian determination to guard the world trade routes.

The mission is in line with the overall energy security and foreign policy in India.

In general, Operation Urja Suraksha can be viewed as a proactive measure to protect

the national interests and provide security in one of the most significant marine channels

in the world.

Important Operation of Indian Military

Operation Name

Operation Vijay

Operation Meghdoot
Operation Cactus
Operation Blue Star
Operation Rakshak
Operation Maitri
Operation Rahat

Operation Ganga

Operation Devi Shakti

Operation Sankat
Mochan

Operation Kaveri

Year

1999

1984

1988

1984

1990

2015

2015

2022

2021

2016

2023

Location

Kargil, Jammu &
Kashmir

Siachen Glacier
Maldives

Amritsar, Punjab
Jammu & Kashmir
Nepal

Yemen

Ukraine

Afghanistan

South Sudan

Sudan

Conducted By

Indian Army

Indian Army

Indian Armed Forces
Indian Army

Indian Army

Indian Armed Forces
Indian Navy & Air Force

Indian Government (IAF
support)

Indian Air Force

Indian Air Force

Indian Armed Forces
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Conclusion - Operation Urja Suraksha

Operation Urja Suraksha indicates the increased strategic role of the Indian Navy in the
protection of the vital Indian interests in energy. The operation intensifies maritime security by
concentrating on the protection of key sea routes, such as the Strait of Hormuz, to ensure a
continuous supply of energy to the country. It points to the active mode in relation to geopolitical
risks as well as safeguarding global trade routes, which India has adopted. On top of the
national interests, the initiative also strengthens the desire of India in terms of stability in the
region and international collaboration. In general, Operation Urja Suraksha is an important move
towards the energy security of India and dominance at sea.
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