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William Dalrymple Wins 2026 Mark
Lynton History Prize for The Golden
Road

*An outstandingly gifted historian’
Max Hastings, Sunday Times

WILLIAM DALRYMPLE WINS 2026 MARK LYNTON
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William Dalrymple has been awarded the Mark Lynton Hlstory Prize in 2026 for his book The
Golden Road. This prestigious international award recognises outstanding works of narrative
history that combine in-depth research with compelling storytelling. His book explores India’s
historical role in global trade, cultural exchange, and intellectual development, highlighting how
India influenced early world civilisations. This achievement has once again brought global
attention to India’s rich historical legacy and strengthened Dalrymple’s reputation as a leading
historian of South Asian history.

Key Highlights of William Dalrymple Winning Mark Lynton History
Prize 2026

e Awarded the Mark Lynton History Prize 2026 for The Golden Road
e Recognized for excellence in narrative and research-based history writing

e The book focuses on India’s ancient global connections and influence
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Highlights trade, culture, and knowledge exchange across regions
Brings international recognition to Indian historical studies
Strengthens Dalrymple’s position as a renowned global historian
Increases global interest in India’s historical contributions

Reflects the importance of storytelling in understanding history
Adds to his list of internationally acclaimed works

Showcases India’s role in shaping early global civilization

What is the Mark Lynton History Prize?

The Mark Lynton History Prize is a prestigious international award given for excellence in
narrative history writing

It honors books that combine rigorous historical research with engaging and accessible
storytelling

The prize was established in 1987 in memory of Mark Lynton

It is jointly awarded by the Columbia University School of Journalism and the Nieman
Foundation for Journalism at Harvard University

The award recognizes historians who make complex historical subjects understandable
to a wider audience

It focuses specifically on narrative history, rather than purely academic or technical
historical writing

The prize includes a cash award and international recognition in the literary and
academic world

The first Mark Lynton History Prize was awarded in 1987, and early winners included
leading historians and authors in narrative non-fiction

Over the years, it has honored several globally renowned historians for their impactful
works
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e The award highlights the importance of storytelling in preserving and presenting history
e |t promotes high standards in historical writing across the world

e Books selected for the prize often cover diverse themes such as politics, culture, war,
and global history

e Winning this prize significantly enhances an author’s global reputation
e |tis considered one of the most respected awards in the field of historical writing

e The prize continues to encourage historians to write for both academic and general
audiences

Conclusion - Mark Lynton History Prize 2026

The Mark Lynton History Prize 2026 highlights the global importance of engaging and
research-driven history writing. William Dalrymple's winning of The Golden Road, it reinforces
India’s rich historical legacy on the world stage and emphasises the growing relevance of
narrative history in understanding the past.
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Bhumika Shrestha Becomes Nepal’s
First Female Transgender MP
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Bhumika Shrestha has created hlstory by becomlng Nepal s flrst female transgender Member of
Parliament, marking a major milestone for inclusivity and representation in South Asian politics.
Her achievement reflects the growing acceptance of gender diversity and the strengthening of
democratic values in Nepal. As a long-time LGBTQ+ rights activist, she has consistently worked
for marginalised communities. Her entry into Parliament symbolises progress in gender equality
and opens new opportunities for inclusive governance, inspiring greater participation of
under-represented groups in the political system.

Facts of Bhumika Shrestha Elected Nepal’s First Transgender MP
e Historic Achievement: Bhumika Shrestha becomes Nepal’s first female transgender MP

e LGBTQ+ Representation: A landmark moment for transgender visibility in South Asian
politics

e Inclusive Governance: Strengthens inclusivity in Nepal
e Activist Background: Recognised as a leading transgender rights activist

e Organisational Role: Associated with Blue Diamond Society



Current Affairs Capsule for 19 March 2026
(cLASS24)

e Advocacy Work: Dedicated efforts toward gender equality and social justice

e Legal Progress: Reflects Nepal’s progressive stance on gender rights

e Third Gender Recognition: Highlights legal acceptance of gender diversity

e Political Inclusion: Encourages participation of marginalised communities

e Democratic Strength: Enhances inclusive democratic representation

e Global Impact: Promotes awareness of transgender rights worldwide

e Positive Image: Improves Nepal’s international reputation

e Youth Inspiration: Motivates young leaders and activists

e Diversity in Leadership: Emphasises the importance of representation in governance

e Future Opportunities: Opens doors for more transgender leaders in politics

Recently Asked MCQs on Transgender

Q1. Who was the first openly transgender person elected as a mayor in
India?

A. Padmini Prakash

B. Shabnam Mausi

C. Madhu Bai Kinnar

D. Bhumika Shrestha

Answer: Madhu Bai Kinnar

Explanation: Madhu Bai Kinnar became India’s first openly transgender elected mayor when
she won the Raigarh municipal election in Chhattisgarh in 2015.

Q2. Who was the first transgender person elected to the Madhya Pradesh
Legislative Assembly in India?

A. Shabnam Mausi
B. Kamla Jaan
C. Padmini Prakash
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D. Rajni Rawat

Answer: Shabnam Mausi

Explanation: Shabnam Mausi was elected as a Member of the Legislative Assembly from
Sohagpur in Madhya Pradesh in 2000, becoming the first transgender person elected to public
office in India.

Q3. Who is the first openly transgender judge in India?

A. Swati Bidhan Baruah

B. Joyita Mondal

C. Sanjana Singh

D. Manvi Madhu Kashyap

Answer: Joyita Mondal

Explanation: Joyita Mondal became India’s first transgender judge when she was appointed to
a Lok Adalat court in West Bengal in 2017.

Q4. Who became Nepal’s first openly transgender Member of Parliament in
20267

A. Shabnam Mausi

B. Madhu Bai Kinnar

C. Bhumika Shrestha

D. Padmini Prakash

Answer: Bhumika Shrestha

Explanation: In 2026, Bhumika Shrestha became Nepal’s first transgender woman elected to
Parliament, marking a historic milestone in South Asian politics.

Q5. Who became the first openly transgender man elected to public office
in Japan?

A. Aya Kamikawa

B. Tomoya Hosoda

C. Danica Roem

D. Padmini Prakash

Answer: Tomoya Hosoda

Explanation: Tomoya Hosoda became the first openly transgender man elected to public office
in Japan when he won a seat on the Iruma City Council in 2017.
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Q6. Which transgender individual is recognised as the first congressional
member in U.S. history?

A. Laverne Cox

B. Danica Roem

C. Sarah McBride

D. Bhumika Shrestha

Answer: Sarah McBride

Explanation: Sarah McBride became the first openly transgender person elected to the U.S.
Congress in 2024, representing Delaware.

Q7. Who was India’s first transgender news anchor?

A. Padmini Prakash

B. Shabnam Mausi

C. Madhu Bai Kinnar

D. Bhumika Shrestha

Answer: Padmini Prakash

Explanation: Padmini Prakash became India’s first transgender news anchor when she joined
Lotus News Channel in 2014.

Q8. Who is the first transgender sub-inspector in India?

A. Sanjana Singh

B. Manvi Madhu Kashyap

C. Joyita Mondal

D. Rajni Rawat

Answer: Manvi Madhu Kashyap

Explanation: Manvi Madhu Kashyap became the first transgender sub-inspector in India after
clearing the competitive police recruitment exam.

Conclusion — Shrestha Elected Nepal’s First Transgender MP

Bhumika Shrestha’s election as Nepal’s first transgender MP is a historic milestone that
reinforces the importance of inclusivity and equal representation in politics. It highlights Nepal’s
progressive approach toward gender diversity and sets an inspiring example for South Asia and
the world. Her achievement not only empowers the LGBTQ+ community but also encourages
greater participation of marginalised groups in governance, signalling a positive shift toward
equality, social justice, and democratic values.
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India Post to Launch ‘24 Speed Post’
Service With Next-Day Delivery
Guarantee
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India Post to Launch

‘24 Speed Post’ Service With
Next-Day Delivery Guarantee

India Post is set to revolutionise its delivery system with the launch of the new ‘24 Speed Post’
service, offering a next-day delivery guarantee across select locations. This initiative aims to
enhance efficiency, reliability, and customer satisfaction in India’s postal network. With the rapid
growth of e-commerce and logistics demand, this service is expected to compete with private
courier companies while strengthening public sector delivery infrastructure. The move reflects
India Post’s commitment to modernisation and faster communication services.

India Service: Next-Day Delivery Benefits, Features and Impact in
India

New Service Launch: India Post introduces ‘24 Speed Post’

Next-Day Delivery: Ensures guaranteed delivery within 24 hours in selected regions
Faster Logistics: Aims to significantly reduce delivery time

Customer Convenience: Enhances reliability and trust among users

E-commerce Boost: Supports the growing online shopping and logistics sector
Government Initiative: Strengthens public sector postal services

Competitive Edge: Competes with private courier companies

Modernisation Step: Reflects digital and infrastructure upgrades



Current Affairs Capsule for 19 March 2026
(cLASS24)

Improved Network: Utilises advanced tracking and sorting systems

Wider Reach: Expected to expand gradually across India

Affordable Pricing: Likely to remain cost-effective compared to private services
Rural Connectivity: Benefits remote and rural areas with faster service
Business Support: Helps MSMEs and small businesses with quick deliveries
Digital Integration: May include real-time tracking and updates

Operational Efficiency: Enhances speed and accuracy in delivery

Public Trust: Reinforces confidence in government postal services
Employment Impact: Could create new job opportunities in logistics
Time-Sensitive Delivery: Ideal for urgent documents and parcels

Service Innovation: Marks a new phase in India Post’s evolution

National Connectivity: Strengthens communication across regions

Important Questions and Answers about the Indian Post

Q1. When was India Post officially established?

A. 1837

B. 1854

C. 1947

D. 1901

Answer: 1854

Explanation: Modern India Post was established in 1854 under Lord Dalhousie with a uniform
postal system.

Q2. Who introduced the modern postal system in India?

A. Lord Curzon

B. Lord Dalhousie

C. Lord Mountbatten

D. Lord Ripon

Answer: Lord Dalhousie

Explanation: Lord Dalhousie reformed and modernized the postal system in India in 1854.

Q3. When was the first Post Office Act passed in India?

A. 1837
B. 1854
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C. 1866

D. 1900

Answer: 1837

Explanation: The first Post Office Act of 1837 laid the foundation of postal services in India.

Q4. Where was the first post office established in India?

A. Bombay

B. Madras

C. Calcutta

D. Delhi

Answer: Calcutta

Explanation: The first post office in India was established in Calcutta during British rule.

Q5. What is the PIN code system in India?

A. 4-digit code

B. 5-digit code

C. 6-digit code

D. 7-digit code

Answer: 6-digit code

Explanation: India uses a 6-digit Postal Index Number (PIN) system introduced for efficient
sorting.

Q6. When was the PIN code system introduced in India?

A. 1947

B. 1965

C. 1972

D. 1980

Answer: 1972

Explanation: The PIN code system was introduced on 15 August 1972.

Q7. Who introduced the PIN code system in India?

A. Lord Dalhousie
B. Shriram Bhikaji Velankar



Current Affairs Capsule for 19 March 2026
(cLASS24)

C. APJ Abdul Kalam

D. Sam Pitroda

Answer: Shriram Bhikaji Velankar

Explanation: He introduced the PIN code system to simplify mail sorting and delivery.

Q8. What is the full form of PIN?

A. Postal Identification Number

B. Personal Index Number

C. Postal Index Number

D. Public Information Number

Answer: Postal Index Number

Explanation: PIN stands for Postal Index Number.

Q9. When was the Speed Post service launched in India?

A. 1972

B. 1986

C. 1995

D. 2000

Answer: 1986

Explanation: Speed Post was introduced in 1986 to provide faster mail delivery.

Q10. India Post operates under which ministry?

A. Ministry of Finance

B. Ministry of Home Affairs

C. Ministry of Communications

D. Ministry of Transport

Answer: Ministry of Communications

Explanation: India Post functions under the Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications.

Q11. What is the world’s largest postal network?

A. China Post
B. USPS
C. Royal Mail
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D. India Post
Answer: India Post
Explanation: India Post has the largest postal network in the world.

Q12. What is the main headquarters of India Post?

A. Mumbai

B. Kolkata

C. New Delhi

D. Chennai

Answer: New Delhi

Explanation: The headquarters of India Post is located in New Delhi.

Q13. What is ‘Speed Post’ primarily used for?

A. Banking

B. Fast delivery of mail and parcels

C. Insurance

D. Money transfer only

Answer: Fast delivery of mail and parcels

Explanation: Speed Post provides time-bound and fast delivery services.

Q14. What is the new ‘24 Speed Post’ service by India Post?

A. 2-day delivery service

B. Same-day delivery

C. Next-day delivery guarantee

D. International service only

Answer: Next-day delivery guarantee

Explanation: ‘24 Speed Post’ aims to deliver parcels within 24 hours in selected areas.

Q15. India Post Payments Bank was launched in which year?

A. 2014
B. 2016
C. 2018
D. 2020
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Answer: 2018
Explanation: India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) was launched in 2018 to promote financial
inclusion.

Conclusion - India Post Introduces 24-Hour Speed Post Service

The launch of the 24-hour Speed Post service by India Post marks a significant step toward
faster and more reliable delivery in India. It reflects modernization of the postal network and
aims to meet growing logistics demands. This initiative will enhance customer trust, support
businesses, and strengthen India Post’s competitiveness in the evolving courier and
e-commerce landscape.

HINDI
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