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Indian company lays foundation of
world’ s 1st autonomous maritime
shipbuilding centre in Andhra
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INDIAN [ﬂMPANY LAYS FOUNDATION OF WI]RLI]'S 1ST
AUTONOMOUS MARITIME SHIPBUII.D_ING CENTRE IN _ANI]I-IRA

India has taken a significant step toward the future of maritime
technology with the foundation of the world’s first autonomous
maritime shipbuilding centre in Andhra Pradesh. The initiative,
led by Sagar Defence Engineering, marks a major milestone in
India’s ambition to become a global hub for advanced
shipbuilding and maritime innovation. The facility will focus on
developing autonomous surface vessels, integrating artificial
intelligence, robotics, and advanced manufacturing techniques.
Located in Visakhapatnam, the project is expected to boost
India’s maritime capabilities, strengthen coastal security, and
generate new opportunities in defence technology, research,
and skilled employment across the region.
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India moves toward next-generation naval technology with

autonomous shipbuilding hub

e The new centre aims to develop and manufacture
autonomous maritime vessels capable of operating
without human crews. These vessels will rely on advanced
Al navigation systems, sensors, and real-time data
processing.

e Establishing the facility in Andhra Pradesh highlights the
state’'s growing importance in India’s defence
manufacturing and maritime technology ecosystem.

e The project is being developed with support from the
Indian Navy and aligns with India’s broader push toward
self-reliance in defence under the Make in India initiative.

e Autonomous maritime vessels can play a crucial role in
surveillance, intelligence gathering, and maritime security
across the Indian Ocean region.

e The shipbuilding centre will incorporate advanced
robotics, digital ship design, and automated
manufacturing systems to streamline production.

e Experts believe the facility could place India among the
leading countries developing autonomous maritime
technology.



Current Affairs Capsule for 13 March 2026
(cLASS24)

The centre will also function as a research and
development hub where engineers and scientists can test
new unmanned vessel technologies.

Collaboration with academic institutions and defence
research organizations is expected to accelerate
innovation in maritime robotics.

The project will generate skilled jobs in engineering,
software development, robotics, and shipbuilding.

Local industries  and supply chains  around
Visakhapatnam are expected to benefit from increased
demand for advanced manufacturing components.

Autonomous ships can operate for longer durations at
sea, reducing operational costs and human risk.

The initiative strengthens India’s strategic maritime
presence and supports the modernization of the
country’s naval capabilities.

Conclusion

The foundation of the world’s first autonomous maritime
shipbuilding centre marks a transformative moment for India’s
maritime and defence sectors. Led by Sagar Defence
Engineering in Visakhapatnam, the initiative demonstrates
India’'s growing focus on advanced technologies such as
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artiticlal Intenigence, ropotics, ana unmannea systems. By
enabling the development of next-generation autonomous
vessels, the project will strengthen coastal security, enhance
naval capabilities, and support long-term innovation. It also
reinforces the goals of the Make in India initiative by promoting
indigenous defence manufacturing. Overall, the centre is
expected to position India as a key player in the future of
global maritime technology

India Overtakes China as Largest
Exporter of Cotton Products to the US

Overtakes

W as Largest Exporter of
Cotton Products to the USy

Indla has achieved a significant mllestone in global textile trade
by overtaking China as the largest exporter of cotton products
to the United States. This shift reflects changing supply chains,
competitive pricing, and the growing strength of India’s textile
industry. With increasing demand for diversified sourcing by
American retailers and manufacturers, Indian exporters have
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seizea new opportunities In garments, Nome 1extuies, ana yarn.
Favorable trade conditions, a large raw cotton base, and
expanding manufacturing capacity have helped India
strengthen its position. The development highlights India’s
rising influence in global apparel supply chains and sighals a
new phase of competition in the cotton products market.

India surpassed China to become the largest exporter of

cotton

e The shift reflects major changes in global textile supply
chains.

e US. buyers are increasingly diversifying sourcing away
from China.

e India’s strong raw cotton production supports its textile
export capacity.

e Competitive labor costs make Indian manufacturing
attractive to global brands.

e Growth in garment, yarn, and home textile exports
contributed to the milestone.

e Indian textile manufacturers expanded production
capacity in recent years.

e Trade tensions between the United States and China
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encouragea puyers to Seek alternatives.

US. retailers prefer stable and diversified supplier
networks.

India’'s government has introduced several initiatives to
support textile exports.

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes boosted
investment in textile manufacturing.

The Indian textile sector employs millions and plays a
major role in exports.

strong demand for cotton apparel and home textiles
helped India gain market share.

Improved logistics and port infrastructure strengthened
export efficiency.

Indian exporters have increased focus on quality
standards and compliance.

Sustainability initiatives in the textile sector also improved
India’s reputation.

Several global brands increased sourcing from Indian
textile hubs.

States like Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra play key
roles in cotton production.
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e Rising labor costs in China reduced its cost advantage in
textiles.

e Supply chain disruptions during the pandemic
accelerated sourcing shifts.

e |ndian textile clusters continue to modernize with
advanced machinery.

e Small and medium textile exporters benefited from rising
U.S. demand.

e Currency fluctuations also helped make Indian exports
more competitive.

Conclusion

India’s emergence as the largest exporter of cotton products
to the United States marks an important turning point in global
textile trade. The shift reflects changing supply chain
strategies, growing confidence in India's manufacturing
capabilities, and increasing demand for diversified sourcing
among global buyers. Strong cotton production, competitive
costs, and supportive government policies have helped Indian
exporters expand their presence in the U.S. market. As
international brands continue to look beyond traditional
suppliers, India’s textile sector is well positioned for further
growth. Sustained investment in technology, sustainability, and
infrastructure will be key to maintaining this momentum and
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