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Cristiano Ronaldo Announces
Retirement from International Football

FF Announces Retirement ;

from International Football

Portuguese football legend Cristiano Ronaldo has announced his retirement from international
football, marking the end of an extraordinary journey with the Portugal national football team.
His decision brings an end to a remarkable international career spanning more than two
decades.

Widely regarded as one of the greatest footballers in history, Ronaldo has established numerous
records through his goal-scoring ability, leadership and consistent performances. His
contribution to Portuguese football has made him a global sporting icon.

Key Highlights of Cristiano Ronaldo's Retirement

Full Name: Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos Aveiro
Country: Portugal

Sport: Football

Position: Forward

Jersey Number: 7

International Debut: August 2003

International Career: 23 Years
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International Appearances: 234 Matches
International Goals: 146 Goals

Club: Al-Nassr, Saudi Arabia

Retirement Announcement: 5 November 2026

Ronaldo's international career is remembered for his remarkable goal-scoring records, major
tournament victories and leadership as Portugal's captain.

Major Achievements of Cristiano Ronaldo

Cristiano Ronaldo has achieved several significant milestones in international football.

UEFA Euro 2016: Ronaldo captained Portugal to its first-ever UEFA European Championship
title by defeating France in the final.

UEFA Nations League 2019: Portugal won the inaugural UEFA Nations League tournament,
adding another major international trophy to Ronaldo's career.

UEFA Nations League 2025: Ronaldo helped Portugal secure its second UEFA Nations
League title.

International Goal Record: He became the highest goal scorer in men's international football,
with 146 goals.

International Appearance Record: He holds the record for the most international appearances
in men's football, with 234 matches.

FIFA World Cup Record: Ronaldo became the first male footballer to score in six different
editions of the FIFA World Cup.

Cristiano Ronaldo's FIFA World Cup Journey

Cristiano Ronaldo represented Portugal in six FIFA World Cup editions:

Year | Host Country/Region

2006 [ Germany

2010 | South Africa

2014 | Brazil

2018 | Russia

2022 | Qatar
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2026 | North America

His participation in six World Cups represents an extraordinary achievement in international
football. His World Cup journey has made him one of the most recognisable players in the
history of the tournament.

Will Cristiano Ronaldo Retire from Club Football?

No. His retirement announcement relates only to international football. It does not mean that he
has ended his professional football career.

Ronaldo is associated with Saudi Arabian football club Al-Nassr. He is expected to continue his
club-level career and participate in domestic and international club competitions.

International retirement means that a player stops representing their national team, while club
football can continue.

Impact of Ronaldo's Retirement on Portuguese Football

Ronaldo's departure from international football marks the beginning of a new chapter for
Portugal.

For more than two decades, he has been an important figure in the national team's success. His
experience, leadership and performances have inspired several generations of Portuguese
footballers.

His retirement will provide opportunities for younger players to take greater responsibility and
develop as future leaders of the national team.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations

Question Answer
Cristiano Ronaldo belongs to which country? Portugal
Which sport does he play? Football
What is his famous jersey number? 7
Which position does he play? Forward
Which club is he associated with? Al-Nassr




Current Affairs Capsule for 6 November 2026

(cLAsS24)
When did he make his international debut? 2003
How many international goals has he scored? 146

How many international appearances has he made? | 234

Which country won UEFA Euro 20167 Portugal

Which team won the UEFA Nations League in 2019? | Portugal

In how many FIFA World Cups has Ronaldo Six

featured?

When was his international retirement announced? 5 November 2026
Conclusion

Cristiano Ronaldo's retirement from international football marks the end of one of the most
remarkable careers in modern sports history. His achievements, including 146 international
goals, 234 appearances and major international trophies, have established an extraordinary
legacy.

Although he will no longer represent Portugal, his influence on international football will continue
to inspire young athletes worldwide.

This development is an important topic for competitive examinations, particularly under
International Sports Current Affairs, Football, FIFA World Cup and Important Sports
Personalities.

DRDO Successfully Tests Pralay
Quasi-Ballistic Missile
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India has achieved another significant milestone in its defence technology programme as the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted a flight test
of the indigenously developed Pralay quasi-ballistic missile on 5 November 2026.

The missile was tested from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Island, located off the coast of Odisha, at
approximately 11:10 AM. According to the Ministry of Defence, all test objectives were
successfully achieved, as confirmed by data recorded through various range instruments
deployed by the Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur.

The successful test marks an important step towards the operational induction of Pralay into the
Indian Armed Forces and strengthens India's indigenous missile development capabilities.

Key Highlights of the Pralay Missile Test

Missile Name: Pralay

Developed By: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
Missile Category: Quasi-Ballistic Missile

Type: Surface-to-Surface Missile

Test Date: 5 November 2026

Launch Location: Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha

Launch Time: Approximately 11:10 AM

Main Development Agency: Research Centre Imarat (RCI), Hyderabad
Production Partner: Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL)

Defence Minister: Rajnath Singh

Purpose: Strengthening India's conventional defence capabilities
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What is the Pralay Missile?

Pralay is an indigenously developed, solid-propellant, surface-to-surface quasi-ballistic missile
designed to carry conventional warheads.

It is a short-range tactical missile developed to engage different types of ground-based targets
with high precision. The missile incorporates advanced guidance and navigation technologies
that improve its accuracy and operational effectiveness.

One of its important features is its ability to manoeuvre during flight, making its trajectory less
predictable and creating additional challenges for enemy air defence systems.

Pralay is reported to have an operational range of approximately 150 to 500 kilometres and a
payload capacity of around 500 to 1,000 kilograms.

What is a Quasi-Ballistic Missile?

A quasi-ballistic missile combines characteristics of conventional ballistic missiles with the ability
to manoeuvre during flight.

Unlike traditional ballistic missiles, which generally follow a predictable curved trajectory,
quasi-ballistic missiles can fly at relatively lower trajectories and change their course during
flight.

This manoeuvrability makes interception more challenging for enemy missile defence systems.

Pralay's advanced navigation and guidance systems are designed to provide improved
accuracy against different categories of targets.

Development of the Pralay Missile

The Pralay missile has been developed by Research Centre Imarat (RCI), Hyderabad, in
collaboration with several other DRDO laboratories.

Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) is one of its development-cum-production partners and has
manufactured the missile system.

The missile's first successful flight tests were conducted in December 2021. Since then, the
programme has undergone several development and evaluation trials to validate its
performance and operational capabilities.

The latest successful flight test was conducted as part of user evaluation trials involving the
Defence Forces.
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Strategic Importance for India's Defence

The successful testing of Pralay is important for India's national security and military
modernisation.

Strengthening Conventional Strike Capability: Pralay will provide the armed forces with an
advanced conventional missile system for engaging important enemy targets.

Boost to Indigenous Defence Manufacturing: Its development supports the Government of
India's Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative and reduces dependence on foreign defence technologies.

Improved Military Preparedness: Advanced guidance, navigation and manoeuvrability can
improve operational flexibility against emerging security threats.

Modernisation of Armed Forces: The missile is intended for induction into the Indian Army
and Indian Air Force, strengthening India's tactical strike capabilities.

Important Organisations Associated with the Test

DRDO: Responsible for research and development of the missile.

Research Centre Imarat: Main development laboratory located in Hyderabad.
Bharat Dynamics Limited: Development-cum-production partner.

Integrated Test Range: Responsible for monitoring and collecting flight-test data at
Chandipur, Odisha.

e Ministry of Defence: Announced the successful test.

Conclusion

The successful flight test of the indigenous Pralay quasi-ballistic missile represents an important
achievement in India's defence and technological development. It highlights the growing
capabilities of DRDO and Indian defence industries in developing advanced missile systems.

With successful user evaluation trials, Pralay is moving closer to induction into the Indian Armed
Forces. The missile will contribute to India's conventional military capabilities, operational
preparedness and long-term defence self-reliance.
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CBG Blending Reaches 1.7% in First
Half of FY 2026-27: Pipeline
Connectivity Key to Achieving 3% Target
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India has achieved 1.7% blending of Compressed Biogas (CBG) with Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) and Domestic Piped Natural Gas (D-PNG) during the first half of the financial year
2026-27. However, the country needs to accelerate CBG production and sales to achieve its
annual blending target of 3%.

According to the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB), pipeline connectivity
is one of the major challenges affecting the growth of India's CBG sector. Improved
infrastructure, assured market access and better utilisation of existing plants are essential to
achieving the government's renewable energy targets.

What is Compressed Biogas (CBG)?

Compressed Biogas (CBG) is a renewable fuel produced by purifying and compressing biogas
generated from organic waste materials.

It is produced through the anaerobic digestion of biodegradable materials, including agricultural
residue, cattle dung, municipal solid waste, food waste and sewage.
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After removing impurities such as carbon dioxide and hydrogen sulphide, biogas is upgraded to
obtain methane-rich gas and compressed for use as fuel.

CBG has properties similar to compressed natural gas (CNG), making it suitable for use in
vehicles and domestic gas distribution networks.

Key Highlights of CBG Blending in India

CBG blending achieved: 1.7% during April-September 2026.

Annual blending target: 3% for FY 2026-27.

CBG sales in first half: 115.9 Million Standard Cubic Metres (MMSCM).
Combined CNG and D-PNG sales: 6,300 MMSCM.

Functional CBG plants: 210.

Average capacity utilisation: 44%.

Future blending target: 4% in FY 2027-28 and 5% in FY 2028-29.

To achieve the 3% target, India's CBG sales need to reach approximately 408 MMSCM during
the full financial year, requiring an additional 292.1 MMSCM in the second half.

Why is Pipeline Connectivity Important?

Pipeline connectivity is essential for transporting CBG from production plants to city gas
distribution networks.

According to PNGRB, several CBG plants are operating below their installed production
capacity because of inadequate transportation infrastructure and uncertain market access.

Out of 210 functional CBG plants, average capacity utilisation is approximately 44%. Plants
having pipeline connectivity, or where connectivity is under development, achieve around
65-69% utilisation.

Furthermore, 247 out of 308 CBG plants under construction have no planned pipeline
connectivity.

Improving pipeline infrastructure can ensure regular gas procurement, reduce transportation
costs and increase the commercial viability of CBG projects.

Benefits of CBG for India

Energy Security: CBG can reduce dependence on imported natural gas and strengthen
domestic energy production.

Environmental Protection: It promotes scientific waste management and helps reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
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Agricultural Development: Agricultural residues and cattle dung can become valuable
resources for renewable energy production.

Rural Employment: CBG plants create employment opportunities in waste collection,
transportation, production and distribution.

Circular Economy: Organic waste is converted into clean fuel, while the remaining digestate
can be processed into organic manure.

Government Initiatives Related to CBG

The Government of India has introduced several initiatives to promote compressed biogas
production and consumption.

e SATAT Initiative: Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation aims to
promote CBG production from waste and biomass.

e GOBARdhan Scheme: Promotes the conversion of cattle dung and organic waste into
biogas, CBG and organic manure.

e National Bioenergy Programme: Supports the development of bioenergy projects,
including waste-to-energy and biogas facilities.

e CBG Blending Obligation: Introduces progressively higher blending targets for CBG in
the CNG (Transport) and PNG (Domestic) segments.

Challenges and Way Forward

India's CBG sector faces challenges such as inadequate pipeline infrastructure, irregular
feedstock availability, high initial investment, low plant utilisation and limited market access.

To overcome these challenges, the government and private sector should prioritise pipeline
connectivity, strengthen city gas distribution networks, encourage private investment and ensure
assured procurement from independent CBG producers.

Greater coordination between CBG manufacturers, oil and gas companies and regulatory
authorities will be essential for achieving future blending targets.

Conclusion

Compressed Biogas has significant potential to support India's clean energy transition, circular
economy and energy security. Achieving the 3% blending target in FY 2026-27 will require faster
CBG sales and improved pipeline connectivity.

Strengthening the CBG ecosystem can help India reduce fossil fuel dependence, promote
sustainable waste management and advance its long-term renewable energy objectives.
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