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Cabinet Approves Two-Year Extension
for Agniveers
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The Agnipath Scheme is a recruitment programme introduced by the Government of India in
2022 to recruit young candidates into the Indian Armed Forces. Under this scheme, selected
candidates serve as Agniveers for a period of four years. The reported proposal for a two-year
extension has drawn attention to the duration of service, career opportunities and retention of
Agniveers in the armed forces.

Why in News?

On 4 November 2026, the Union Cabinet approved an additional two-year engagement period
for Agniveers under the Agnipath Scheme. The decision provides an opportunity for Agniveers
who are not selected for regular service after their initial four-year tenure to continue serving in
the armed forces.

The decision was announced by Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General NS Raja Subramani.
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Key Highlights of the Cabinet Decision

e Two-Year Extension: Agniveers who are not selected for regular enrolment after four
years will be offered an additional two-year engagement period.

e 25% Retention: As originally envisaged, 25% of Agniveers will be selected for regular
employment based on merit.

e Remaining 75%: The remaining Agniveers will be offered a second engagement period
of two years, subject to their willingness.

e Regular Enrolment: After completing six years of service, willing Agniveers will be
offered enrolment as regular soldiers, subject to selection criteria.

e Higher Remuneration: The extended engagement period will provide higher
remuneration, an enhanced Seva Nidhi package and seniority benefits.

The additional engagement period does not mean automatic permanent employment. Final
enrolment will depend on willingness and prescribed selection criteria.
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What is the Agnipath Scheme?

The Agnipath Scheme was launched by the Government of India on 14 June 2022 to recruit
young personnel into the Indian Armed Forces.

Its main objective is to maintain a younger and technologically skilled military workforce.
Important features of the scheme include:

1. Service Duration: Initially, Agniveers are recruited for four years.

2. Age Limit: The normal recruitment age is 17.5 to 21 years, subject to notified provisions.

3. Three Services: Recruitment takes place in the Indian Army, Indian Navy and Indian Air
Force.

4. Permanent Enrolment: Under the original provision, up to 25% of each batch could be
selected for regular service.

5. Seva Nidhi: Agniveers receive a Seva Nidhi package after completing their engagement
period, as per applicable rules.

Objectives of the Two-Year Extension
The Cabinet's decision focuses on several important objectives:
1. Retention of Trained Personnel

The additional service period will help the armed forces retain trained personnel who have
gained practical military experience.
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2. Better Career Opportunities

Agniveers will receive additional time to develop their military skills and get another opportunity
for regular enrolment.

3. Improved Operational Efficiency

Retaining experienced personnel can support military preparedness and operational
requirements.

4. Recognition of Performance

The decision follows the assessment and feedback received from the armed forces regarding
the performance, discipline, physical fithess and technological adaptability of Agniveers.
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Significance for India's Defence Sector

The two-year extension introduces a second stage of engagement into the Agnipath recruitment
framework. It provides additional service opportunities while allowing the armed forces to assess
personnel over a longer period.

The revised arrangement also highlights the importance of skill development, experience and
performance-based selection in military recruitment.

Important Facts at a Glance

Particulars Details
Scheme Agnipath Scheme
Launch Date 14 June 2022

Approved Extension 2 Years
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Initial Service Period 4 Years
Additional Engagement | 2 Years
Initial Regular Selection | 25%
Remaining Agniveers 75%
Announced By General NS Raja
Subramani
Ministry Ministry of Defence

Conclusion

The Union Cabinet's approval of a two-year extension marks an important change in the
Agnipath Scheme. It provides an additional engagement opportunity to Agniveers and a further
pathway towards regular enrolment in the Indian Armed Forces. The revised arrangement aims

to balance the career aspirations of Agniveers with the manpower and operational requirements
of the defence forces.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

1. When was the two-year extension for Agniveers approved?

The Union Cabinet approved the extension on 4 November 2026.

2. Who announced the two-year extension for Agniveers?

Chief of Defence Staff General NS Raja Subramani announced the decision.

3. What is the initial service period under the Agnipath Scheme?

The initial service period is four years.
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4. What percentage of Agniveers were initially eligible for regular
enrolment?

Up to 25% of Agniveers were eligible for regular enrolment based on merit and other criteria.

5. What benefits will Agniveers receive during the extended period?

They will receive higher remuneration, an enhanced Seva Nidhi package and seniority benefits.
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Climate change and environmental degradation have increased the need for innovative
technologies that can support sustainable development. Deep technology, including artificial
intelligence, advanced materials, clean energy and carbon removal solutions, can play an
important role in addressing these challenges. To encourage the development and adoption of
such innovations, Amazon has introduced the Amazon Sustainability Deep Tech Accelerator, an
initiative aimed at helping breakthrough climate technologies move towards wider commercial
adoption.
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Why in News?

On 3 November 2026, Amazon announced the launch of the Amazon Sustainability Deep Tech
Accelerator. The programme aims to connect innovative technology companies with Amazon's
business divisions to speed up the development, evaluation and commercial adoption of
climate-friendly technologies.

The initiative is open to companies worldwide working on technologies that can reduce carbon
emissions and improve the resilience of critical material supply chains.

Key Features of Amazon Sustainability Deep Tech Accelerator

1. Global Programme

The accelerator is designed for innovators and companies developing advanced technologies in
materials science, manufacturing and energy systems.

2. Collaboration with Amazon Business Units
Selected companies will get an opportunity to present their technologies to teams from:

e Amazon Devices
e Amazon Web Services (AWS)
e Amazon Private Brands

3. No Equity Requirement

Amazon will not take an equity stake as a condition for participation in the programme. Potential
commercial outcomes may include licensing, supply agreements, technology collaborations and
investment opportunities.

4. Application Timeline

Applications are scheduled to open in January 2027. Interested companies can join the
programme's interest list to receive updates.

Three Major Focus Areas of the Accelerator

The programme focuses on three major areas:

1. Low-Carbon Materials and Advanced Manufacturing

This area focuses on developing materials and manufacturing processes that can reduce the
carbon footprint of electronic devices and other products.
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Key areas include:

Semiconductors

Printed Circuit Boards (PCBs)

Batteries and displays

Accessories and packaging

Low-carbon plastics, polymers and textiles

2. Energy Efficiency

This area aims to reduce energy consumption and operational emissions through improved
technologies.

It includes:
e Power management systems
e Thermal management technologies
e Energy-efficient infrastructure
e Improved energy performance of electronic equipment

3. Circularity

Circularity refers to keeping products, components and materials in use for a longer period
instead of discarding them.

Its major objectives include:

Recovery of critical materials.

Reuse of electronic components.

Recycling of valuable resources.

Reduction of electronic waste.

Lowering the carbon footprint of cloud infrastructure.

What is Deep Technology?

Deep Technology, commonly known as Deep Tech, refers to innovations based on advanced
scientific research and engineering.

Unlike ordinary software-based solutions, deep-tech innovations often require extensive
research, specialised equipment and significant development time.

Examples include:

e Artificial Intelligence (Al)
e Advanced batteries
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Semiconductor technology
Carbon capture technology
Advanced materials

Clean energy solutions

Connection with The Climate Pledge

Amazon co-founded The Climate Pledge in 2019 with the objective of achieving net-zero carbon
emissions across its global operations by 2040.

The new accelerator supports this commitment by encouraging technologies that can reduce
emissions, improve resource efficiency and promote the use of recycled materials.

Significance of the Initiative

e Climate Action: Encourages the development of technologies that can help reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

e Innovation: Creates opportunities for companies working on advanced scientific and
engineering solutions.
Supply Chain Resilience: Promotes the recovery and reuse of critical materials.
Commercial Adoption: Connects technology developers with large business units that
may adopt their innovations.

e Circular Economy: Supports efficient resource utilisation and reduces material waste.

Important Facts at a Glance

Particulars Details
Initiative Amazon Sustainability Deep Tech Accelerator
Launched By Amazon
Announcement Date 3 November 2026
Programme Coverage Worldwide
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Main Objective Accelerate climate technology adoption

Focus Areas Low-carbon materials, energy efficiency and circularity
Associated Business Amazon Devices, AWS and Amazon Private Brands
Units

Applications Open January 2027

Climate Commitment Net-zero emissions by 2040
Conclusion

The Amazon Sustainability Deep Tech Accelerator aims to bridge the gap between scientific
innovation and commercial adoption. By connecting technology developers with its business
divisions, Amazon seeks to encourage practical solutions for reducing carbon emissions,
improving energy efficiency and promoting a circular economy.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

1. When did Amazon launch the Sustainability Deep Tech Accelerator?
Amazon announced the programme on 3 November 2026.
2. What is the main objective of this accelerator?

Its main objective is to accelerate the evaluation and commercial adoption of innovative climate
technologies.

3. What are the three major focus areas?

Low-carbon materials and advanced manufacturing, energy efficiency and circularity.



Current Affairs Capsule for 5 November 2026
(cLAsS24)

4. When will applications open?

Applications are scheduled to open in January 2027.

5. What is The Climate Pledge?

It is a commitment co-founded by Amazon in 2019 to achieve net-zero carbon emissions across
its global operations by 2040.

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)
Extended Till March 2028: Key Detalls
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Rural sanitation is essential for improving public health, hygiene and the quality of life in
villages. The Government of India launched the Swachh Bharat Mission to eliminate open
defecation and provide better sanitation facilities across the country. Its second phase focuses
on maintaining Open Defecation Free (ODF) status and improving solid and liquid waste
management. The latest extension provides additional time to complete the remaining rural
sanitation targets and promote sustainable cleanliness in villages.
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Why in News?

On 3 November 2026, the Finance Ministry approved the extension of Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen) Phase-ll until 31 March 2028.

The extension will allow the government to make a provision of approximately ¥7,000 crore for
the scheme in the Union Budget 2027-28.

The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), under the Ministry of Jal Shakti, had
sought approval for extending the programme.

The government has also set a deadline for the remaining villages to achieve the required ODF
Plus certification by 31 March 2028.

Key Highlights of the Extension

Extended Period: The scheme will continue until 31 March 2028.

Financial Provision: Approximately 7,000 crore is expected to be provided in the Union
Budget 2027-28.

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Implementing Department: Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation.

Main Target: Achieving ODF Plus status in the remaining villages.

Final Deadline: No further extension beyond 31 March 2028 will be considered under the
Finance Ministry's order.

What is Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)?

The Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) was launched on 2 October 2014 by the Government of
India.

Its primary objective was to make rural India Open Defecation Free by providing access to
household toilets and encouraging better sanitation practices.

After achieving the initial ODF target, the government introduced Phase-Il in April 2020.

The second phase focuses on maintaining ODF status and developing proper solid and liquid
waste management systems in villages.

Major Objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission Phase-l|

1. ODF Sustainability: Maintaining the Open Defecation Free status of villages and preventing a
return to open defecation.
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2. Solid Waste Management: Promoting waste collection, segregation, recycling and proper
disposal in rural areas.

3. Liquid Waste Management: Developing drainage systems and arrangements for the safe
treatment and disposal of wastewater.

4. Visual Cleanliness: Maintaining clean public spaces, streets and surroundings in villages.

5. Community Participation: Encouraging villagers to participate in sanitation activities and adopt
hygienic practices.

What is ODF Plus Status?

ODF Plus is an important concept under Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-II.

An ODF Plus village is one that maintains its Open Defecation Free status, manages solid and
liquid waste and maintains visual cleanliness.

There are three categories of ODF Plus villages:

Category Description
ODF Plus Sustains ODF status and has arrangements for either solid or liquid
Aspiring waste management

ODF Plus Rising | Sustains ODF status and has arrangements for both solid and liquid
waste management

ODF Plus Model | Sustains ODF status, manages solid and liquid waste and maintains
visual cleanliness

Current Progress of the Mission

According to the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) dashboard figures reported on 4 November
2026:

e Total villages: Approximately 5.86 lakh.
e Villages declared ODF Plus: Approximately 5.70 lakh.
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e Remaining gap: Approximately 16,000 villages based on these rounded figures.

The extension aims to help complete the remaining ODF Plus targets by March 2028.

Financial Structure of Phase-lI

In February 2020, the Union Cabinet approved an overall financial outlay of ¥1,40,881 crore for
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-Il.

The funding pattern is:

Region Centre : State
Share
North-Eastern and Himalayan 90:10
States
Other States 60:40
Union Territories 100:0

The programme also uses funds from Finance Commission grants, MGNREGS and other
available funding sources for rural sanitation activities.

Significance of the Extension

e Improved Rural Health: Better sanitation reduces the risk of diseases associated with
poor hygiene.

e Environmental Protection: Proper waste management helps reduce soil and water
pollution.

e Sustainable Development: The mission promotes long-term sanitation facilities rather
than focusing only on toilet construction.

e Community Participation: It encourages people to take responsibility for maintaining
cleanliness in their villages.

e Better Living Conditions: Improved sanitation contributes to healthier and cleaner rural
communities.
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Important Facts at a Glance

Particulars Details
Scheme Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen)
Launch Date 2 October 2014
Phase-Il Launch April 2020
Extended Until 31 March 2028
Nodal Ministry Ministry of Jal Shakti

Implementing Department | DDWS

Approved Outlay %1,40,881 crore
Main Objective Sustainable rural sanitation
Key Concept ODF Plus

Conclusion

The extension of Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-II until March 2028 provides
additional time to achieve the remaining rural sanitation targets. Its focus on ODF Plus
certification, solid waste management and liquid waste management highlights the importance



Current Affairs Capsule for 5 November 2026
(cLAsS24)

of sustainable sanitation. The programme aims to make rural villages cleaner, healthier and
more environmentally sustainable.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

1. When was Swachh Bharat Mission launched?

Swachh Bharat Mission was launched on 2 October 2014.

2. Until when has Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-Il been
extended?

It has been extended until 31 March 2028.

3. Which ministry implements Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)?

The Ministry of Jal Shakti implements the mission through the Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation.

4. What is the main objective of ODF Plus?

Its main objective is to maintain ODF status, ensure solid and liquid waste management and
achieve visual cleanliness in villages.

5. What is the total approved financial outlay of Phase-|I?

The Union Cabinet approved an overall financial outlay of ¥1,40,881 crore in February 2020.
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