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India's Olympic medallists PV Sindhu and Mirabai Chanu are among 10 sportspersons elected
unopposed to the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) Athletes Commission for the 2026—-2030
term. The commission includes athletes from different sporting disciplines and provides them
with a platform to represent their interests in sports administration.

This election is significant for Indian sports governance because it encourages greater
participation of athletes in discussions related to sports policies, welfare and Olympic activities.

Why in News?

On 3 November 2026, the Indian Olympic Association declared 10 sportspersons elected
unopposed to its Athletes Commission.

Initially, 12 candidates were contesting for 10 positions. However, badminton player Kidambi
Srikanth and former athlete Sudha Singh withdrew their nominations. Consequently, all 10
remaining candidates were elected without a contest.
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List of 10 Elected Members

The commission includes five male and five female athletes representing different sporting
disciplines.

Sportsperson Sport
PV Sindhu Badminton
Mirabai Chanu Weightlifting

Harmanpreet Singh Hockey

Salima Tete Hockey
Swapnil Kusale Shooting
Bhavani Devi Fencing

Tajinderpal Singh Toor | Athletics

Bombayla Devi Archery

Sajan Prakash Swimming

Manjeet Singh Kayaking and Canoeing
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What Is the IOA Athletes Commission?

The Athletes Commission is a representative body within the Indian Olympic Association. Its
main objective is to provide athletes with a voice in sports administration and Olympic-related
matters.

It helps sportspersons communicate their concerns and participate in discussions that affect
their sporting careers.

Major Responsibilities

Athlete Welfare: Raising concerns about athletes' safety, facilities and welfare.
Representation: Representing athletes from different sports.

Sports Administration: Participating in discussions about decisions affecting
sportspersons.

Communication: Connecting athletes with sports administrators.

Olympic Movement: Supporting the development of sports in India.

Important Details About the Election

Organisation: Indian Olympic Association (IOA)
Total elected members: 10

Male members: 5

Female members: 5

Election result: Elected unopposed

Declaration date: 3 November 2026

Tenure: 2026—-2030

Returning Officer: Sanjay K. Srivastava

The chairperson and vice-chairperson will be selected separately by the elected members.

What Is the Indian Olympic Association (IOA)?

The Indian Olympic Association is the National Olympic Committee of India. It represents India
in the international Olympic movement and coordinates the country's participation in major
international multi-sport competitions.

Important Facts About IOA:

Particular Details
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Established 1927

Headquarters New Delhi

Organisation Type | National Olympic Committee

International Body | International Olympic Committee (I0C)

Significance for Indian Sports

The election provides athletes with an opportunity to participate in sports governance.
Representatives from different disciplines can highlight challenges faced by sportspersons and
raise issues related to their welfare.

The inclusion of Olympic medallists such as PV Sindhu and Mirabai Chanu also brings
international sporting experience to the commission. It highlights the importance of athlete
representation in strengthening India's Olympic ecosystem.

Important Facts for Competitive Exams

PV Sindhu represents badminton.

Mirabai Chanu represents weightlifting.

A total of 10 athletes were elected to the commission.
The commission has five male and five female members.
The tenure is 2026—2030.

IOA was established in 1927.

The headquarters of IOA is in New Delhi.

Nooabkowh=

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

Q1. Who are the two Olympic medallists elected to the IOA Athletes
Commission?

PV Sindhu and Mirabai Chanu.
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Q2. How many members were elected to the commission?

A total of 10 members were elected unopposed.

Q3. What is the tenure of the IOA Athletes Commission?

The tenure is four years, from 2026 to 2030.

Q4. Why were the members elected unopposed?

Two candidates withdrew their nominations, leaving exactly 10 candidates for 10 positions.

Q5. When was the Indian Olympic Association established?

The Indian Olympic Association was established in 1927.

QS Asia Rankings 2027: IIT Delhi
Remains India's Top-Ranked University
at 66th Position
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The QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027 have been released by Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS), an international higher education ranking organisation. The latest edition features 1,722
universities from 26 countries and territories across Asia. India has secured the position of the
second-largest represented higher education system, with 325 universities included in the
rankings, including 34 new entrants. However, several leading Indian institutions have
experienced a decline in their rankings. IIT Delhi remains India's highest-ranked institution,
securing the 66th position in Asia.

Why in News?
On 3 November 2026, QS released the 2027 edition of its Asia University Rankings.

The rankings evaluate universities on different parameters, including academic reputation,
employer reputation, research performance, internationalisation and teaching resources.

Key highlights:

Total universities ranked: 1,722

Countries and territories represented: 26

Indian universities ranked: 325

New Indian entrants: 34

India's highest-ranked university: [IT Delhi (66th)

Top 10 Universities in QS Asia Rankings 2027

The University of Hong Kong retained the first position, while China's Tsinghua University
improved significantly to secure third place.

Rank University Country/Region
1 University of Hong Kong Hong Kong
2 Peking University China

3 Tsinghua University China
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4 City University of Hong Kong Hong Kong
5 The Chinese University of Hong Kong Hong Kong
6 Fudan University China

6 National University of Singapore Singapore
8 Nanyang Technological University Singapore
9 Hong Kong Polytechnic University Hong Kong
9 Hong Kong University of Science and Technology | Hong Kong

Top 10 Indian Universities in QS Asia Rankings 2027

IIT Delhi continues to lead among Indian institutions, followed by [ISc Bengaluru and IIT
Bombay.

Indian University Asia Rank 2027

[IT Delhi 66

[ISc Bengaluru 79

[IT Bombay 83
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IIT Madras 85
IIT Kharagpur 90
IIT Kanpur 97

Chandigarh University | 104

University of Delhi 106
IIT Guwahati 120
lIT Roorkee 124

India's Performance in the Rankings

India has increased its representation to 325 universities, making it the second-largest higher
education system in the rankings after mainland China.

However, the rankings also highlight some challenges:

e Around 71% of previously ranked Indian universities experienced a decline in their
positions.

Only 18% improved their rankings.

Around 11% maintained their positions.

India's research output remains a major strength.

International engagement and academic reputation remain important areas for
improvement.

Chandigarh University achieved its highest-ever position at 104th, while Lovely Professional
University improved to 154th.
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What Are QS Asia University Rankings?

The QS Asia University Rankings are published annually by Quacquarelli Symonds. They
compare higher education institutions across Asia using academic, research and international
performance indicators.

The rankings help students, researchers and universities understand the relative performance of
higher education institutions.

Major Ranking Parameters

Academic Reputation

Employer Reputation

Faculty-Student Ratio

International Research Network

Citations per Paper

Papers per Faculty

Staff with PhD

International Student Ratio

9. International Faculty Ratio

10. Inbound and Outbound Exchange Students Ratio
11. International Research Network indicators and other regional measures

® NGOk WDN =

Significance of QS Asia Rankings 2027

The 2027 rankings highlight India's growing higher education system and research capacity.
Although India has increased the number of participating universities, the performance of
several leading institutions shows the need to improve international collaboration, research
impact and academic reputation.

The rankings also provide useful information for students comparing universities for higher
education opportunities in Asia.

Important Facts for Competitive Exams

Ranking organisation: Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
Ranking edition: 2027

Released on: 3 November 2026

Total universities: 1,722

Total countries and territories: 26

Indian universities: 325

India's highest-ranked institution: IIT Delhi

IIT Delhi's Asia rank: 66th
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e Asia's No. 1 university: University of Hong Kong

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1. Who released the QS Asia Rankings 20277

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) released the rankings.

Q2. Which university secured the first position in Asia in 20277

The University of Hong Kong secured the first position.

Q3. Which is India's highest-ranked university in QS Asia Rankings 20277
IT Delhi, ranked 66th in Asia.

Q4. How many Indian universities are included in QS Asia Rankings 20277
A total of 325 Indian universities are included.

Q5. How many universities are covered in the QS Asia Rankings 20277

The rankings feature 1,722 universities across 26 countries and territories.
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Predictable Climate Finance and
Equitable Transition: India's Key
Priorities for COP31

V ' CLIMATE ‘
¢ FlNANCE {

India has announced its priorities for the 31st Conference of the Parties (COP31) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The main focus areas include
predictable climate finance, technology transfer, climate justice and a fair transition towards
clean energy. Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav outlined India's position on 3
November 2026. India will highlight the concerns of developing countries, particularly those
belonging to the Global South, and seek financial and technological support from developed
nations.

Why in News?

India has announced its climate action agenda ahead of COP31, which will take place in
Antalya, Turkiye, from 9 to 20 November 2026.

India aims to promote practical and equitable climate solutions while ensuring that developing
countries receive adequate financial resources and technology to address climate change.
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India's Major Priorities for COP31

1. Predictable Climate Finance
Climate finance is one of India's major priorities for COP31.

India will seek the commencement of the Climate Finance Work Programme.

Developed countries should provide predictable, largely public and concessional finance.
Financial assistance should not increase the debt burden of developing countries.

India has highlighted the financial obligations of developed countries under Article 9.1 of
the Paris Agreement.

2. Equitable Climate Transition
India will support the continuation of the Just Transition Work Programme.

A just transition means shifting towards a low-carbon economy while protecting workers,
communities and developing countries.

India will emphasise:

e Climate justice.

e Right to development.

e Affordable energy access.

e Protection of workers and vulnerable communities.

3. Technology Transfer

India will highlight the importance of making climate-friendly technologies affordable and
accessible to developing countries.

It will raise concerns about barriers related to:

e High technology costs.
e Intellectual Property Rights (IPR).
e Trade restrictions.

Technology transfer can help developing countries adopt clean energy and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

4. Climate Adaptation

India will give importance to climate adaptation, particularly in agriculture, food security and rural
livelihoods.
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It will support voluntary indicators under the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA). These indicators
should not become conditions for accessing climate finance.

5. Party-Driven Climate Action
India will support a Party-driven, facilitative and non-punitive approach to climate action.

It believes that countries should determine their climate commitments according to their national
circumstances rather than follow uniform, top-down targets.

India's International Cooperation

India will work with developing-country groups to present common concerns during COP31.

Important negotiating groups include:

Group Members / Details
G-77 and Coalition of developing countries and China
China
LMDC Like-Minded Developing Countries
BASIC Brazil, South Africa, India and China

India will also participate in LeadIT 3.0 with Sweden and organise discussions on coastal
resilience, forests and the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA).

What Is COP317?

COP31 is the 31st Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC).

It is an international climate conference where countries discuss reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, climate adaptation and financial support for vulnerable nations.
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Particular Details
Conference COP31
Organisation UNFCCC
Year 2026
Host Country Tarkiye
Host City Antalya
Dates 9-20 November 2026
Indian Environment Minister | Bhupender Yadav

Significance of India's COP31 Agenda

India's priorities highlight the need to balance environmental protection with economic
development. Developing countries require financial assistance, affordable technology and
international cooperation to address climate change.

India will also highlight the connection between climate adaptation, agricultural productivity, food
security and the livelihoods of small and marginal farmers.

Its approach focuses on climate justice and equal opportunities for developing countries to
achieve sustainable development.

Important Facts for Competitive Exams

1. COP31 will be held in Antalya, Turkiye.
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The conference will take place from 9 to 20 November 2026.

India's Environment Minister is Bhupender Yadav.

Climate finance is a major priority for India.

Article 9.1 of the Paris Agreement deals with climate finance obligations of developed
countries.

BASIC includes Brazil, South Africa, India and China.

7. LeadIT 3.0 is an initiative involving India and Sweden.

Sl <
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

Q1. What are India's major priorities for COP317?

Predictable climate finance, technology transfer, climate adaptation and just transition.
Q2. Where will COP31 2026 be held?

Antalya, Turkiye.

Q3. Who announced India's priorities for COP317?

Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav.

Q4. What is a Just Transition?

It means moving towards a low-carbon economy while protecting workers, communities and the
development interests of countries.

Q5. What is the main objective of climate finance?

To provide financial support for climate change mitigation and adaptation, particularly in

developing countries.
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