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Cyclone Murasu: Heavy Rain and
Strong Winds Cause Havoc in Coastal
Andhra Pradesh

Cyclone Murasu has caused severe weather conditions along the coastal areas of Andhra
Pradesh, bringing heavy rainfall, strong winds and disruption to normal life. The developing
cyclonic system has raised concerns about coastal safety, damage to property, transportation
and the livelihoods of fishing communities. The situation highlights the importance of early
weather warnings, disaster preparedness and coordinated emergency response to reduce the
impact of tropical cyclones.

Why in News?

Severe Cyclonic Storm Murasu crossed the south Andhra Pradesh coast near Ongole during
the early hours of 3 November 2026. According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD),
the cyclone made landfall between Nellore and Narsapur, with wind speeds of 100-110 kmph
and gusts reaching 120 kmph.

The cyclone caused widespread damage to coastal districts, affecting transportation, electricity
infrastructure, agriculture and fishing activities.
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Key Facts About Cyclone Murasu

Name: Murasu (Murasu)

Date of Landfall: 3 November 2026

Landfall Location: Near Ongole, Andhra Pradesh

Coastal Region: Between Nellore and Narsapur

Wind Speed: 100-110 kmph, gusting up to 120 kmph
Monitoring Agency: India Meteorological Department (IMD)
Origin: Westcentral Bay of Bengal

Impact of Cyclone Murasu on Andhra Pradesh
The cyclone created serious challenges for people living in coastal areas.

1. Damage to Infrastructure

Thousands of trees were uprooted, and hundreds of electricity poles were damaged due to
powerful winds. Several areas also experienced waterlogging and flooding.

2. Impact on Agriculture

Standing crops suffered damage due to heavy rainfall and strong winds. Agricultural losses are
a major concern for farmers in the affected coastal districts.

3. Fishing Communities Affected

Fishing boats were damaged, while rough sea conditions disrupted fishing activities. Fishermen
were advised to stay away from the sea during the cyclone warning period.

4. Transportation Disruption

Heavy rainfall, damaged roads and fallen trees affected road and transport services. Some flight
operations were also disrupted due to adverse weather conditions.

Impact on Other States

The effects of Cyclone Murasu were not limited to Andhra Pradesh.

Tamil Nadu: Heavy rainfall and rough sea conditions affected several coastal areas.
Telangana: Heavy to very heavy rainfall warnings were issued for several districts.
Odisha: Authorities strengthened preparedness measures due to the possibility of heavy
rainfall.

e Chhattisgarh: Rainfall warnings were also issued for some areas.
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Role of IMD and Disaster Management Authorities

The India Meteorological Department played an important role in tracking the cyclone and
issuing weather warnings.

The authorities focused on the following measures:

Issuing cyclone and heavy rainfall alerts.

Evacuating people from vulnerable coastal locations.

Deploying disaster response teams for emergency assistance.
Advising fishermen not to enter the sea.

Preparing shelters and emergency facilities for affected communities.

Cyclone warnings and timely evacuation are essential for reducing casualties and protecting
people during extreme weather events.

What is a Tropical Cyclone?

A tropical cyclone is a powerful rotating storm that develops over warm tropical ocean waters. It
is generally associated with strong winds, heavy rainfall, thunderstorms and low atmospheric
pressure.

Tropical cyclones can cause coastal flooding, storm surges, damage to infrastructure and loss
of life.

In the North Indian Ocean region, including the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea, the IMD is
responsible for monitoring and issuing warnings related to tropical cyclones.

Important Points for Competitive Examinations

Topic Information

Cyclone name | Murasu

Landfall date 3 November 2026

Affected state Andhra Pradesh
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Landfall area Near Ongole
Ocean basin Bay of Bengal
Weather IMD

agency

Maijor threats Heavy rainfall, strong winds and flooding

Coastal impact | Damage to boats, crops and
infrastructure

Conclusion

Cyclone Murasu highlights the vulnerability of India's eastern coastline to tropical cyclones. The
damage to agriculture, fishing communities and infrastructure demonstrates the importance of
disaster preparedness and early warning systems. Strengthening coastal infrastructure,

improving evacuation arrangements and spreading public awareness can help reduce the
impact of future cyclones.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. When did Cyclone Murasu make landfall?

Cyclone Murasu made landfall on 3 November 2026 along the south Andhra Pradesh coast.
2. Where did Cyclone Murasu make landfall?

It crossed the coast near Ongole, between Nellore and Narsapur in Andhra Pradesh.

3. Which organisation monitors cyclones in India?

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) monitors cyclones and issues weather warnings in
India.
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4. Which ocean basin was associated with Cyclone Murasu?

Cyclone Murasu developed over the Bay of Bengal.

Andrea Kimi Antonelli Becomes Formula
1's Youngest-Ever World Champion

Italian racing driver Andrea Kimi Antonelli has created history in Formula 1 (F1) by becoming the
youngest-ever Formula 1 World Drivers' Champion. Representing Mercedes, the 20-year-old
secured his maiden championship after finishing third at the 2026 Mexico City Grand Prix. With
this achievement, Antonelli broke the long-standing record of German driver Sebastian Vettel.
His victory also ended ltaly's 73-year wait for another Formula 1 World Drivers' Champion.

Why in News?

On 1 November 2026, Kimi Antonelli won the 2026 Formula 1 World Drivers' Championship
after securing third position at the Mexico City Grand Prix.

He secured the championship at the age of 20 years and 68 days, becoming the youngest world
champion in Formula 1 history.



Current Affairs Capsule for 3 November 2026
(cLASS24)

Who is Kimi Antonelli?

Andrea Kimi Antonelli is an Italian professional racing driver who competes for the
Mercedes-AMG Petronas Formula One Team.

Important details about his career:

Full Name: Andrea Kimi Antonelli

Nationality: Italian

Team: Mercedes

Formula 1 Debut: 2025

First World Championship: 2026

Age at Championship Victory: 20 years and 68 days
Major Achievement: Youngest Formula 1 World Champion

Antonelli entered Formula 1 in 2025 and secured the world championship in his second season.

List of Formula 1's Youngest World Champions

The following drivers are among the youngest competitors to win the Formula 1 World Drivers'
Championship.

Rank Driver First Championship Age

1 Kimi Antonelli 2026 20 years, 68 days

2 Sebastian Vettel | 2010 23 years, 134
days

3 Lewis Hamilton | 2008 23 years, 300
days

4 Fernando 2005 24 years, 58 days

Alonso
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5 Max Verstappen | 2021 24 years, 73 days

Major Achievements of Kimi Antonelli

1. Youngest Formula 1 World Champion

Antonelli broke Sebastian Vettel's record to become the youngest driver to win the Formula 1
World Drivers' Championship.

2. First Italian Champion Since 1953

He became the first Italian driver to win the F1 Drivers' Championship since Alberto Ascari, who
secured his second title in 1953.

3. Championship in His Second Season

He achieved the historic milestone in only his second Formula 1 season.

4. Success with Mercedes

His championship victory added another Drivers' World Championship to Mercedes' Formula 1
history.

What is Formula 1 (F1)?

Formula 1 is the highest level of international single-seater motor racing. It is one of the world's
most popular motorsport competitions.

Important facts about Formula 1:

Governing Body: Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile (FIA).

Championships: Drivers' World Championship and Constructors' World Championship.
Race Format: Grand Prix events.

Cars: High-performance single-seater racing cars.

Competition: Drivers and teams compete across different international circuits.

Conclusion

Kimi Antonelli's 2026 championship is a historic achievement in international motorsport. At just
20 years and 68 days, he became the youngest Formula 1 World Champion, breaking
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Sebastian Vettel's record. His success also brought Italian motorsport back into the spotlight
after more than seven decades.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

1. Who is the youngest Formula 1 World Champion?

Andrea Kimi Antonelli is the youngest Formula 1 World Champion, having won the 2026 title at
20 years and 68 days.

2. Which record did Kimi Antonelli break?

He broke Sebastian Vettel's record of being the youngest Formula 1 World Champion.

3. Which team does Kimi Antonelli represent?

He represents Mercedes in Formula 1.

4. Who was the last Italian Formula 1 World Champion before Antonelli?

Alberto Ascari was the last Italian champion before Antonelli, winning his second championship
in 1953.

5. Which organisation governs Formula 17

The Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile (FIA) governs Formula 1 racing.

FDA Grants Approval to First Generic
Version of HIV Prevention Drug
Lenacapavir
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to First Generic Version of
' HIV Prevention Drug

The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has granted tentative approval to the
first generic version of Lenacapavir, a long-acting injectable medicine used to prevent HIV
infection. The generic version has been developed by India's Dr. Reddy's Laboratories. This
development is an important step towards making HIV prevention more affordable and
accessible, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. The medicine requires only two
injections per year, offering an alternative to daily HIV prevention pills.

Why in News?

On 2 November 2026, India's pharmaceutical company Dr. Reddy's Laboratories received
tentative approval from the US FDA for its generic version of Lenacapavir.

The approval makes Dr. Reddy's the first of six licensed generic manufacturers to achieve this
regulatory milestone for the long-acting HIV prevention injection.

The generic medicine is expected to cost approximately US$40 per person per year and will be
made available in 120 low- and middle-income countries under a voluntary licensing agreement.

What is Lenacapavir?

Lenacapavir is a long-acting antiretroviral medicine developed by Gilead Sciences for HIV
prevention and treatment.
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It works by targeting the HIV capsid, a protein shell that protects the virus's genetic material and
plays an important role in its replication.

Important features of Lenacapavir include:

Drug Type: Long-acting antiretroviral medicine.

Purpose: Prevention of HIV infection.

Administration: Subcutaneous injection.

Dosage Schedule: Twice a year (every six months).

Original Developer: Gilead Sciences.

Generic Manufacturer: Dr. Reddy's Laboratories.

Brand Name: Yeztugo (original HIV prevention product in the US).

Key Details of FDA Approval

The major details of this development are given below:

Particular Details

Drug Lenacapavir

Generic manufacturer | Dr. Reddy's Laboratories

Regulatory authority US FDA

Approval date 2 November 2026
Original developer Gilead Sciences
Expected generic US$40 per person per year

price
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Target countries 120 low- and middle-income countries
Dosage Two injections annually
Main purpose HIV prevention

Note: The FDA has granted tentative approval. This is a regulatory milestone that allows the
generic to move towards procurement and availability in eligible markets, but it does not mean
unrestricted commercial sale in the United States.

How Does Lenacapavir Help Prevent HIV?

Lenacapavir is used as Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP).

PrEP refers to the use of HIV-prevention medicines by people who do not have HIV but may be
at risk of infection.

Its major benefits include:

1. Long-Acting Protection: It provides an alternative to taking HIV prevention tablets every
day.

2. Twice-Yearly Administration: Only two injections are required annually.

3. High Effectiveness: Clinical trials have demonstrated very high effectiveness in
preventing HIV infection.

4. Improved Accessibility: Affordable generic production can make HIV prevention more
accessible in developing countries.

Lenacapavir is a preventive medicine, not a cure for HIV. HIV testing and medical supervision
are necessary before and during its use.

Role of Dr. Reddy's Laboratories

Dr. Reddy's Laboratories is an Indian multinational pharmaceutical company headquartered in
Hyderabad, Telangana.

The company received a voluntary licensing agreement from Gilead Sciences to manufacture
and commercialise generic Lenacapavir in 120 countries.
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The development received financial, technical and regulatory support from three major
organisations:

Unitaid: Supports affordable access to essential health products.
Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI): Works to improve access to healthcare in
developing countries.

e Wits RHI: Wits Reproductive Health and HIV Institute, based at the University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa.

Under the agreement, the generic version is expected to be supplied at approximately US$40
per person annually. Initial supplies are expected before the end of 2026, with broader
availability planned for 2027.

Significance for Low- and Middle-Income Countries

The development of generic Lenacapavir is important for global public health.

Affordable Healthcare: Lower prices can improve access to HIV prevention medicines.
HIV Prevention: Long-acting injections provide another option for people at risk of HIV
infection.

e Healthcare Accessibility: Developing countries can benefit from improved access to
modern preventive medicines.

e Indian Pharmaceutical Industry: It highlights India's role in developing and manufacturing
affordable generic medicines.

e Global HIV Control: Wider access to preventive medicines can support international
efforts to reduce new HIV infections.

What is HIV and PrEP?

HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus): HIV is a virus that attacks the body's immune system,
particularly CD4 cells. If left untreated, it can lead to AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome).

PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis): PrEP is a preventive approach in which HIV-negative
individuals use medicines to reduce their risk of acquiring HIV.

It is an important component of global HIV prevention strategies.

Conclusion

The FDA's tentative approval of generic Lenacapavir developed by Dr. Reddy's Laboratories is
an important milestone in affordable HIV prevention. Its twice-yearly injection schedule and
expected annual cost of US$40 could improve access to preventive healthcare in 120 low- and
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middle-income countries. The development also demonstrates the growing contribution of
India's pharmaceutical industry to global public health.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

1. Which Indian company developed the first generic version of
Lenacapavir?

Dr. Reddy's Laboratories developed the first generic version to receive tentative FDA approval.
2. What is Lenacapavir used for?

Lenacapavir is a long-acting medicine used for HIV prevention and also has an application in
HIV treatment.

3. How many injections of Lenacapavir are required annually for HIV
prevention?

Two injections are required annually, with administration every six months.

4. What is the expected annual cost of generic Lenacapavir?

The expected price is approximately US$40 per person per year in the 120 licensed low- and
middle-income countries.

5. Which organisation originally developed Lenacapavir?

Gilead Sciences developed Lenacapavir.
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