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Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum: Cabinet
Approves Rs 3,230 Crore Project in
New Delhi
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The Union Cabinet has approved the development of the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum (YYBM)
at an estimated cost of Rs 3,230 crore in New Delhi. The museum will be developed at the
historic North Block and South Block complex through the adaptive reuse of these heritage
buildings. The project aims to showcase India's civilisational journey, cultural diversity, traditional
knowledge systems and artistic heritage. Spread across approximately 1,78,509 square metres
of proposed built-up area, the museum is envisioned as the world's largest museum in terms of
display area. The first gallery, based on the theme of Adornment, is expected to open to visitors
in the latter part of 2027.

Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum: Latest News

On 11 November 2026, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, approved the development of the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum.

The project will transform the historic North and South Block buildings into a major public
cultural institution while preserving their architectural character and heritage importance.
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The museum will present India's history and civilisational development through thematic
galleries, exhibitions, modern technologies and immersive visitor experiences.

Key Details of Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum

Particulars Details
Museum Name Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum
Location New Delhi
Approved Cost Rs 3,230 crore
Approval Date 11 November 2026
Approving Authority Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
Chairperson Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Location of Development North Block and South Block
Built-up Area Approximately 1,78,509 sq. metres
Implementing Ministry Ministry of Culture
First Gallery Adornment
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Expected Opening of First Gallery | Later part of 2027

Project Timeline FY 2026-27 to FY 2030-31

What Is Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum?

The Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum is a major cultural infrastructure project designed to present
India's civilisational journey through its tangible and intangible heritage.

The name Yuge Yugeen Bharat represents India's journey through different historical periods.
The museum will bring together historical objects, cultural traditions, artistic practices and
traditional knowledge under one institution.

Major Themes of the Museum

The museum will feature several thematic galleries covering different aspects of Indian
civilisation.

Architecture and Cityscapes: Development of Indian architecture and historical cities.
Mathematics and Astronomy: India's contributions to mathematical and astronomical
knowledge.
Languages and Scripts: Evolution of Indian languages and writing systems.
Faith and Spirituality: Religious traditions, philosophical ideas and spiritual heritage.
Bharat Connects — Trade and Ideas: India's historical connections with other regions
through trade and cultural exchange.

e Adornment: India's traditional jewellery, clothing and decorative practices.

Around 1.8 million objects have been identified from the National Museum, Ministry of Culture
museums, Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) site museums, state museums and private
collections for possible display.

North Block and South Block: Historical Significance

The museum will be developed by adapting the historic North Block and South Block buildings
in New Delhi.

These buildings are located on Raisina Hill and form an important part of India's administrative
and architectural history.
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Important Facts About North and South Block

They were designed by British architects Herbert Baker and Edwin Lutyens.

They formed part of the development of New Delhi as India's new imperial capital.
Their construction was part of the larger New Delhi capital project during 1912—-1931.
They historically housed important government ministries and administrative offices.
Their conversion into a museum will preserve their architectural and heritage character.

The project follows the relocation of government offices to new administrative buildings, allowing
the historic structures to be used for public cultural purposes.

Implementation and Development Timeline

The Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum will be developed in phases over five financial years.

Important Development Milestones
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18 May 2023: The museum project was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
27 July 2026: The proposal was appraised by the Public Investment Board.

11 November 2026: The Union Cabinet approved the Rs 3,230 crore project.

2027: The first gallery on the theme of Adornment is expected to open to the public.
2030-31: The overall project implementation period is scheduled to conclude.

Significance of Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum

The museum is expected to strengthen India's cultural tourism, heritage conservation and
educational infrastructure.

Cultural Preservation: It will provide a platform to preserve and showcase India's
historical and cultural heritage.

Tourism Development: It is expected to attract domestic and international visitors.
Education and Research: Students, historians and researchers will gain access to
historical collections and knowledge systems.

Employment Generation: The project will create opportunities for artisans, researchers,
designers, conservation experts and tourism professionals.

Heritage Conservation: It will give a new public purpose to historically significant
government buildings.

The museum is being designed to accommodate approximately one crore visitors annually.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum?

Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum is a major national museum project designed to showcase India's
civilisational journey, cultural traditions and historical heritage.

2. Where will the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum be located?

It will be developed at the historic North Block and South Block complex in New Delhi.

3. What is the total cost of the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum?

The Union Cabinet has approved an estimated project cost of Rs 3,230 crore.

4. Who approved the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum project?

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
approved the project on 11 November 2026.

5. Which is the first gallery of the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum?

The first gallery will be based on the theme of Adornment and is expected to open in the latter
part of 2027.

Swachh Survekshan Awards 2025-26:
Winners, Top Cleanest Cities and Key
Highlights



Current Affairs Capsule for 12 November 2026
(cLAsS24)

Swachh

; Survekshan

4, Awards W B2
2025-26 &€

The Swachh Survekshan Awards 2025-26 were presented by the President of India, Droupadi
Murmu on 11 November 2026 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Organised by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), the 10th edition of Swachh Survekshan recognised cities
and urban local bodies (ULBs) for their performance in cleanliness, waste management,
sanitation and citizen participation. This year, 60 national awards were announced across
different categories. Navi Mumbai, Surat and Vijayawada emerged as the top three cities in the
Super Swachh League, while Visakhapatnam, Jabalpur and Lucknow secured recognition in the
million-plus population category.

Swachh Survekshan Awards 2025-26: Key Highlights

The awards recognise the efforts of cities, municipal bodies and citizens in improving urban
cleanliness and sanitation services across India.

Particulars Details

Awards Swachh Survekshan Awards 2025-26

Edition 10th
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Award Date 11 November 2026
Presented By Droupadi Murmu
Ministry Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Venue Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

National Awards 60
Cities Covered 4,751
Assessment 43
Indicators

Swachh Survekshan Awards 2025-26 Winners List

The 2025-26 awards recognised cities under several categories, including the Super Swachh
League, million-plus population, riverfront towns, coastal towns and Himalayan cities.

1. Super Swachh League Winners

The following cities emerged as the top three performers in the Super Swachh League:

Rank City State

1 Navi Mumbai | Maharashtra
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2 Surat Guijarat
3 Vijayawada Andhra
Pradesh

2. Million-Plus Population Category
The top three cities in the million-plus population category were:

1. GVMC Visakhapatnam — Andhra Pradesh
2. Jabalpur — Madhya Pradesh
3. Lucknow — Uttar Pradesh

3. Swachh Shehar Jodi Awards

The Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative promotes knowledge-sharing between better-performing
cities (Mentors) and cities seeking improvements (Mentees).

Rank | Mentor City | Mentee City

1 Ahmedabad | Sanand
2 Indore Depalpur
3 Tirupati Kuppam

The initiative follows the principle of Each One — Teach One to improve urban waste
management through cooperation.

4. Swachh River Front Town Awards

The top three riverfront towns were:

e Rewa — Madhya Pradesh
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e Bilaspur — Chhattisgarh
e Varanasi — Uttar Pradesh

5. Swachh Coastal Town Awards
The top three coastal towns were:

e Puri - Odisha
e Alappuzha — Kerala
e Ratnagiri — Maharashtra

6. Clean Himalayan City Awards
The recognised cities in the Clean Himalayan City category were:

e Rudrapur — Uttarakhand
e Jammu — Jammu and Kashmir
e Shopian — Jammu and Kashmir

These special categories were introduced to give greater attention to cleanliness in ecologically
sensitive regions.

What Is Swachh Survekshan?

Swachh Survekshan is India's annual urban cleanliness assessment conducted under the
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

It was launched in 2016 with an initial assessment of 73 cities. In the 2025-26 edition, its
coverage expanded to 4,751 cities.

Assessment Parameters of Swachh Survekshan 2025-26

Urban Local Bodies were evaluated using 43 indicators covering 10 critical assessment areas,
including:

Waste segregation at source.

Waste collection and transportation.
Solid waste management.

Visible cleanliness.

Access to sanitation.

Mechanisation of desludging services.
Institutional strengthening.

Used water management.

Swachhata awareness and advocacy.

©e NGO~ WDN =
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10. Sanitation worker welfare, citizen feedback and grievance redressal.

More than 3,000 trained assessors conducted ground-level evaluations using GPS-enabled
monitoring and digital verification systems.

Major Achievements of Swachh Survekshan 2025-26

More than 350 Urban Local Bodies improved their rankings by over 500 positions.
Over 1,700 smaller cities with populations below 50,000 improved their rankings.
Around 2.70 crore citizens provided feedback during the survey.

Around 80% of urban waste is now being processed, compared with 16% in 2014.
Door-to-door waste collection coverage increased from 44% in 2014 to over 96%.
Nearly 11,000 acres of urban land were freed through legacy dumpsite remediation.

Significance of Swachh Survekshan Awards

Swachh Survekshan encourages healthy competition among cities and promotes better
sanitation practices. The assessment also strengthens citizen participation, waste segregation,
scientific waste processing and the welfare of sanitation workers.

The introduction of special categories for riverfront, coastal and Himalayan towns expands the
focus beyond conventional urban cleanliness. It also highlights the importance of protecting
environmentally sensitive areas.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Who presented the Swachh Survekshan Awards 2025-267

President of India Droupadi Murmu presented the awards on 11 November 2026.

2. Which cities topped the Super Swachh League 2025-267

Navi Mumbai, Surat and Vijayawada secured the top three positions.

3. Which city ranked first in the Swachh Shehar Jodi category?

Ahmedabad (Mentor) and Sanand (Mentee) secured the first position.

4. How many cities participated in Swachh Survekshan 2025-267?

The survey covered 4,751 cities across India.
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5. Which ministry conducts Swachh Survekshan?

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs conducts Swachh Survekshan under the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban.

VISTAR Scheme 2026: India's Shift
Towards a Real-Time,
Technology-Driven Statistical System

The Government of India has approved the VISTAR Scheme (Viksit Bharat Initiative for
Statistical Transformation, Analytics & Research) to modernise the country's official statistical
system. Approved by the Union Cabinet on 4 November 2026, the scheme has a total financial
outlay of ¥4,371.10 crore for the period 2026-27 to 2030-31. It aims to improve data collection,
processing, analysis and dissemination through digital technologies, Atrtificial Intelligence (Al)
and Machine Learning (ML). The initiative will make official statistics more accurate, timely and
accessible, supporting evidence-based policymaking and India's vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.
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VISTAR Scheme 2026: Key Highlights

Particulars Details
Full Form Viksit Bharat Initiative for Statistical Transformation, Analytics &
Research
Scheme VISTAR
Approved Date 4 November 2026
Financial Outlay %4,371.10 crore
Implementation 2026-27 to 2030-31
Period
Approved By Union Cabinet
Implementing Ministry | Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
Main Objective Modernisation of India's statistical system

What Is the VISTAR Scheme?

VISTAR is a Central Sector Scheme designed to transform India's official statistical ecosystem
through technology, research and improved data management.

The scheme focuses on making government statistics more reliable, detailed and available
within a shorter time. It will introduce modern digital tools into traditional statistical operations
and strengthen coordination between the Centre, States and Union Territories.
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The initiative will also support the development of integrated datasets to improve the quality of
economic and social information used in government planning.

Main Objectives of VISTAR

e Real-Time Data Collection: Improve the speed and efficiency of collecting official
statistics.
Digital Transformation: Introduce modern digital platforms into statistical operations.
Al Integration: Use Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning for data processing and
analysis.

e Better Policymaking: Provide reliable information for evidence-based government
decisions.

e Research and Innovation: Encourage statistical research and methodological
improvements.

e State-Level Development: Strengthen statistical infrastructure across States and Union
Territories.

Three Major Components of the VISTAR Scheme

The scheme focuses on three major components to improve India's statistical infrastructure.

1. Comprehensive Statistical Operations and Strengthening of Ecosystem

This component aims to modernise statistical activities through technology, research and
improved survey systems.

MoSPI plans to conduct 59 surveys during the 16th Finance Commission cycle.

Al and ML will support data processing, validation and analysis.

Digital platforms will improve survey execution and data dissemination.

Alternative data sources, including mobile phone, scanner and e-commerce data, will
complement traditional surveys.

e New statistical indicators will help measure economic activities more effectively.

2. Support for Statistical Strengthening (SSS)

This component focuses on improving the statistical capabilities of State and Union Territory
governments.

Under the redesigned SSS 2.0 framework, financial assistance will be linked to measurable
outcomes.

Its major focus areas include:

e Strengthening state-level statistical departments.
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Improving district-level economic estimates.

Developing State and District Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimates.
Improving data collection and processing infrastructure.

Developing better economic statistics for million-plus cities.

3. Economic Census (EC)

Under this component, the government will conduct the 8th Economic Census in collaboration
with State and Union Territory governments.

The Economic Census will collect information about non-farm economic establishments and
their workers.

Its important features include:

Coverage up to Gram Panchayat and Ward levels.

Identification of economic establishments.

Collection of employment-related information.

Development of a baseline for the National Statistical Business Register (SBR).
Better understanding of India's business and unorganised sectors.

Role of Artificial Intelligence in the VISTAR Scheme

Atrtificial Intelligence and Machine Learning will play an important role in transforming India's
statistical system.

Their applications will include:

Data Validation: Identifying errors and inconsistencies in datasets.

Data Processing: Reducing manual work in handling large volumes of information.
Data Analysis: Identifying economic and social trends.

Data Integration: Improving coordination between different government datasets.
Policy Planning: Supporting government decisions through timely and reliable
information.
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Significance of the VISTAR Scheme for India

The VISTAR Scheme is an important step towards developing a technology-driven statistical
ecosystem.

e Better Governance: Reliable statistics will support evidence-based policymaking.
e Economic Planning: Improved economic data will help assess India's economic
performance.
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e Employment Analysis: Detailed surveys will provide better information about employment
and economic activities.

e Digital India: The scheme will strengthen the use of digital technologies in government
operations.
State Development: Improved district-level statistics will support local planning.
Viksit Bharat 2047: A modern statistical system will contribute to India's long-term
development goals.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)
1. What is the full form of VISTAR?

VISTAR stands for Viksit Bharat Initiative for Statistical Transformation, Analytics & Research.

2. What is the total outlay of the VISTAR Scheme?

The total approved financial outlay is ¥4,371.10 crore.

3. Which ministry implements the VISTAR Scheme?

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) implements the scheme.

4. What is the implementation period of VISTAR?

The scheme will be implemented from 2026-27 to 2030-31.

5. What are the three major components of VISTAR?

The three components are Comprehensive Statistical Operations and Ecosystem
Strengthening, Support for Statistical Strengthening (SSS), and the Economic Census (EC).
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