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Padma Shri 'Bridge Man of India' Girish
Bharadwaj Dies at 76

— Padma Shri —
'Bridge Man

of India'
Girish Bharadwaj

The country is in mourning due to the death of the renowned social innovator of the nation,
Padma Shri Bridge Man of India Girish Bharadwaj, at the age of 76. Girish Bharadwaj is the
Bridge Man of India who did wonders in remote areas where people did not have access to him.
For thousands of villagers, he made it cheap to cross from one place to another by erecting
suspension bridges. The results of his labour helped connect, educate, provide health care, and
make economic development possible for people in isolated areas. Although his life ended at
the age of 76, Dr Inose remains a symbol of inspiration to engineers, policymakers and social
workers who will continue to be influenced by this journey of rural development for generations
to come.

Who Was Girish Bharadwa;j?

Padma Shri Girish Bharadwaj, popularly referred to as the Bridge Man of India, was a
mechanical engineer and social innovator of Karnataka who revolutionised connectivity in rural
areas by building cheap suspension bridges. For over three decades, he constructed over 140
low-cost bridges, bringing remote villages together with schools, hospitals and markets. He
used a model of engineering to lower construction costs, but without compromising on durability
or safety because of his community-driven approach. He was awarded ‘Padma Shri’ in 2017 by
the Government of India for his exemplary service with respect to rural infrastructure and social
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service. His contributions continue to inspire and shape inclusive growth, service, and
innovation.

Why Was He Called the Bridge Man of India?

Girish Bharadwaj's popular nickname was ‘Bridge Man of India' for having worked for more than
three decades to construct more than 140 suspension footbridges in remote and rural regions of
India. His ground-breaking designs enabled villagers to cross challenging terrain and rivers to
reach schools, health posts and markets, thereby improving access to services. Since 1989,
Bharadwaj has been performing this at his first water crossing over the Payaswini River,
showing that the lives of people could be changed easily by engaging in engineering and the
participation of the community. In 2017, he was honoured with the Padma Shri for his
exceptional services in rural connectivity and received nationwide accolades following the
achievement.

Major achievements of Girish Bharadwaj

Girish Bharadwaj played an invaluable role in building better infrastructure for rural areas by
designing low-cost suspension bridges that revolutionised the way that rural communities were
connected. As an engineer, he was responsible for innovating solutions that enhanced the ease
with which people could learn, access health care, exchange goods, and obtain basic services,
in addition to spearheading development initiatives that were sustainable and
community-focused.

Major Achievements

e The Government of India honoured him as ‘Padma Shri’ (2017) for his services in the

field of social work and rural development.

Built over 140 low-cost suspension bridges in Karnataka and other states.

Constructed his first suspension bridge in Payaswini, Dakshina Kannada in 1989.

The building of hundreds of remote villages that were isolated by rivers and hard terrain.

Improved the design of bridges with low costs and high durability, making rural

connections low cost.

e Encouraged community involvement, even asking locals to help materialise the bridges
and to then oversee maintenance.

e Thousands of villagers now have more convenient access to schools, hospitals, and
markets and emergency services.

e Inspired engineers and policymakers in demonstrating the potential of innovative
engineering in inclusive and sustainable rural development.
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PYQs Important Bridges in India

Exam

SSC
CGL

UPSC

RRB
NTPC

SSC
CHSL

UPSC
Prelims

SSC GD

Banking

State
PCS

SSC
CPO

Year

202
6

202

202

202

202

202

202

202

202

Question

Which is the
world's highest
railway arch
bridge?

Which is India's
longest sea
bridge?

Bogibeel Bridge is
located in which
state?

Which bridge is
India's longest
rail-cum-road
bridge?

India's first
cable-stayed
railway bridge is:

Bhupen Hazarika
Setu is built over
which river?

Pamban Bridge
connects mainland
India with:

Howrah Bridge is
located over which
river?

Which bridge is
popularly known as
India's first
cable-stayed
bridge?

Options

A) Bogibeel BridgeB) Chenab
Rail BridgeC) Pamban
BridgeD) Vidyasagar Setu

A) Bandra-Worli Sea LinkB)
Atal Setu (Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link)C) Pamban
BridgeD) Mahatma Gandhi

Setu

A) BiharB) AssamC) GujaratD)

Odisha

A) Chenab Rail BridgeB)
Bogibeel BridgeC) Atal SetuD)

Pamban Bridge

A) Vidyasagar SetuB)
Bandra-Worli Sea LinkC) Anji
Khad BridgeD) Pamban Bridge

A) GangaB) YamunaC)
Brahmaputra (Lohit Channel)D)

Godavari

A) DiuB) Rameswaram
IslandC) Andaman IslandsD)

Lakshadweep

A) YamunaB) Hooghly RiverC)
NarmadaD) Krishna

A) Vidyasagar SetuB) Mahatma
Gandhi SetuC) Bogibeel

BridgeD) Atal Setu

Correct Answer

B) Chenab Rail
Bridge

B) Atal Setu
(Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link)

B) Assam

B) Bogibeel
Bridge

C) Anji Khad
Bridge

C) Brahmaputra
(Lohit Channel)

B) Rameswaram
Island

B) Hooghly River

A) Vidyasagar
Setu
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RRB 202 Mahatma Gandhi A) GodavariB) BrahmaputraC)  C) Ganga
GroupD 6 Setu is built across  GangaD) Tapi

which river?

Conclusion on Bridge Man of India Girish Bharadwaj

Girish Bharadwaj, the genius behind the Mumbai superhero-helmed movies, is gone at 76 — the
man is an extraordinary engineer and not just the legendary ‘Bridge Man’ of India. He designed
affordable and innovative structures for bridges to open up rural areas and enhance the lives of
so many people in India. Through its technical know-how and the spirit of public service, Girish
Bharadwaj showed how engineering could serve as a means for inclusive development. The
fact that the Bridge Man of India, Girish Bharadwaj, passed away at the age of 76 doesn't take
away his terrific achievements and legacy for future learners of engineering, policymakers or
social innovators.

Padma Shri Engineer Girish Bharadwaj FAQs

Q1. What was the name of the man who became the “Bridge Man of India”?

Ans. As a builder of inexpensive suspension bridges in isolated rural areas, Girish Bharadwaj
was popularly called the “Bridge Man of India”.

Q2. What made Girish Bharadwaj a popular Name in Hindi films?

Ans. He was renowned for the construction of a large number of low-cost suspension bridges
for the purpose of linking separated villages in India.

Q3. Which of the following awards did Girish Bharadwaj receive?

Ans. He was awarded the esteemed Padma Shri for services to social service and rural
infrastructure.

Q4. Which age of Girish Bharadwaj was it when he passed away?
Ans. He died at the age of 76.
Q5. Why are his bridges important?

Ans. His bridges enhanced the educational, healthcare, transportation, disaster management
and economic development of remote areas.
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IIM Bangalore to Establish Its First
International Campus in Indonesia

IIM Bangalore

to Establish
Its First

International
Campusin

Indonesia

Establishing its first Foreign Campus in Indonesia by IIM Bangalore is a landmark move for the
Indian higher education system in the country to spread its wings overseas. The Indian Institute
of Management, Bangalore (IIMB), one of the top Management institutes in India, has
announced the opening of its first overseas campus in Indonesia. The initiative reflects the trend
of educational diplomacy in India and enhances academic partnerships between India and
South-East Asia. The proposed campus will bring Back-to-Back management education,
fostering research, aiding faculty and student exchange and improving innovation in
cross-border. Thus, it is hoped that with this historic step, India can increase its presence in
global academia and help meet the need for high-quality management education in Indonesia.

What is the IIM Bangalore International Campus Initiative?.

The Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB) has confirmed its intention of opening the
institute's first international campus in Indonesia in Southeast Asia. The program is in line with
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 that has instituted various measures for Indian higher
education institutions to boost their presence abroad, like through international campuses and
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academic collaborations. The proposed campus envisages providing management education,
executive programmes, research co-operation, faculty exchanges, student exchanges and
learning through innovation. It will also help strengthen academic and business collaborations
between the two nations, and promote a globally recognised model of academics from India to
highlight and promote in the Indonesian market.

Why Was Indonesia Chosen?

The move was driven by the importance of Indonesia's strategic position and the bilateral
partnership between Indonesia and India, and it was chosen by |IM Bangalore as the location
for its first overseas facility. The endeavour is to align with India's vision to enhance Indo-Pacific
cooperation in Higher education, as stated by the Ministry of Education and the Indian Institute
of Management, Bangalore.

Key Reasons

Enhances the strong integration between India and Indonesia.
Complements the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 via
internationalisation of Higher education.

e |n the East Asia region, Indonesia is the highest-growth economy in the ASEAN region
and also an important member of ASEAN.

e Increased demand within the region for high-quality management and executive
education.

e Increases opportunities for faculty exchanges, student exchanges and collaborative
research.

e Supports co-operation in innovation, entrepreneurship, and industry (business process)
partnerships.

e Improves India's role in the international educational arena, including academic
diplomacy.

Important Exam-Oriented MCQs

Exam Question Options Answer
(Year)
UPSC The Indian Institute of (A) Mysuru(B) Hubballi(C) (C) Bengaluru
CSE Management Bangalore Bengaluru(D) Mangaluru

(2022) (IIMB) is located in which
city?



Ssc
CGL
(2023)

RRB
NTPC
(2022)

IBPS
PO
(2023)

UPSC
CSE
(2021)

SsC
CHSL
(2024)

State
PCS
(2023)

UPSC
CSE
(2020)

SsC
CGL
(2022)

UPSC
CSE
(2023)

Current Affairs Capsule for 8 July 2026
(cLAsS24)

[IM Bangalore was
established in

Which city is popularly
known as the "Silicon
Valley of India"?

Which Article of the
Constitution provides
special provisions for the
Hyderabad-Karnataka
Region?

Jog Falls is located in
which Indian state?

Shivanasamudra Falls is
formed by which river?

The headquarters of the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is
located in:

Which of the following is a
traditional theatre form of
Karnataka?

Which is the oldest Indian
Institute of Management
(lIM) in India?

The Indian Institutes of
Management (IIM) Act,
2017 enabled [IMs to:

(A) 1961(B) 1973(C) 1985(D) 1991

(A) Hyderabad(B) Pune(C)
Bengaluru(D) Chennai

(A) Article 371A(B) Article 371J(C)
Article 371G(D) Article 370

(A) Kerala(B) Karnataka(C) Tamil
Nadu(D) Goa

(A) Krishna(B) Tungabhadra(C)
Kaveri(D) Godavari

(A) Hyderabad(B) Bengaluru(C)
Chennai(D) Thiruvananthapuram

(A) Kathakali(B) Yakshagana(C)
Kuchipudi(D) Sattriya

(A) IIM Ahmedabad(B) IIM
Bangalore(C) 1IM Calcutta(D) [IM
Lucknow

(A) Conduct UPSC
Examinations(B) Award Degrees
instead of Diplomas(C) Function
under AICTE(D) Become Central
Universities

(B) 1973

(C) Bengaluru

(B) Article 371J

(B) Karnataka

(C) Kaveri

(B) Bengaluru

(B)

Yakshagana

(C) IIM Calcutta

(B) Award
Degrees

instead of
Diplomas
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Conclusion on [IM Bangalore to Open Indonesia Campus

IIM Bangalore's decision to open its first international campus in Indonesia is a great move for
the country's higher education system. It is an expression of India's aspirations as a global
education hub and accentuates academic ties with ASEAN countries and Indonesia. The
initiative will support the dissemination of quality management simulation, research excellence,
innovation and cultural exchange. The potential of IM Bangalore to open its first International
Campus in Indonesia will do much to boost its global reputation as well as India's stature as a
rising leader in International higher education and knowledge diplomacy.

IIM Bangalore to Set Up First Overseas Campus (FAQSs)

Q1. Which Institute of Management (IIM) is setting up its first foreign campus?
Ans. IIM Bangalore opens its first International campus in Indonesia.

Q2. What will be the location of IIM Bangalore's overseas campus?

Ans. The campus is going to be built in Indonesia.

Q3. Why is there a need for Indonesia in this initiative?

Ans. Indonesia is a country with robust economic growth, a strategic connection position with
ASEAN and a rising need for quality administration training and education.

Q4. What is the Mission of the International campus?

Ans. To deliver world-class management education, foster research ties, and enhance India's
international engagement in education.

Q5. Why is it important for competitive exam purposes?

Ans. It is germane for the present-day educational reforms in India, the India—Indonesia
relationship and the internationalisation of Indian higher education.
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PCMA Applies Equally to All Citizens,
Allahabad High Court Rules

PCMA

Applies

Equally to 7

Allahabad 508
High Court Rules

PCMA Applies Equally to All Citizens, Allahabad High Court Rules is a noteworthy milestone in
India's legal landscape concerning child protection and marriage laws. The Allahabad High
Court, in a historic judgment, stated that the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (PCMA)
does not discriminate between citizens based on their religion or personal law. This meant that
the goal of the Act is to eradicate child marriage, to ensure the rights of children and to ensure
that the fundamental principles of the Constitution are observed (total equality and dignity
provision). The judgment thus serves as a reaffirmation of the primacy of statutory law in both

child protection and welfare issues.

What is the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 20067

Child marriage is a national law known as the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, and it is a
law that has been put in place to stop the occurrence of child marriage in the country and
prevent any children from getting married at an early age. The term ‘child' means a child of less
than 21 years who comes to the attention of the Government as being under 18 years. It offers
legal remedies for annulment of child marriages under certain circumstances; it criminalises
those who carry out, initiate or enable child marriages and it empowers Child Marriage
Prohibition Officers to stop child marriages. The Allahabad High Court said that the PCMA
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applied to all the citizens of the State, regardless of their faith and their personal law cases; it is
a welfare statute and was made in the interest of public welfare.

Why is the Judgment Important?

The Allahabad High Court’s observations say the judgment reconfirms that the Prohibition of
Child Marriages Act, 2006 (PCMA), being the legislation enacted to act in the welfare of
children, is secular and therefore applies to all citizens equally irrespective of religion/personal
law.

Key Points of PCMA

Affirms that the PCMA, 2006 applies to all citizens equally.
Puts the best interests of children above other widely protected, conflicting interests in
personal laws.

e Strengthens the constitutional values of equality (Article 14 and protection of life and
personal liberty Article 21
Improves the legal protection against child marriage in all communities
Aims towards effective monitoring and enforcement by the Child Marriage Prohibition
Officers and other authorities
Adv Currently, it is a promotion of education, health, dignity and safety for girls.
Clarifies that in matters regarding minors, child protection laws shall have a preemptive
effect.

e The Act is an essential legal ground for reference in future child marriage cases.

Constitutional Principles Behind the Judgment

The Allahabad High Court stated that the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006 is
welfare legislation to safeguard children and to give effect to the 9 this are constitutional values.
Dy CM Ajit Pawar3 (File)In its judgement, the court said there can be no priority of prevailing
statutory protection for minors over child rights and public welfare.

Constitutional Principles

e Right of equality (Article 14): It guarantees all citizens equal protection under laws,
ensuring that the PCMA is applicable to everyone without discrimination.

e Article 15(3): Enables the State to make special provisions for women and children to
protect their interests.

e This section states that every child has a right to lead a life with dignity, good health,
education and freedom from any form of exploitation.
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o 39(f) (Directive Principles): Requires the State to see that children are not abused and
to develop in conditions of freedom, dignity and a childhood guaranteed against
exploitation.
51A(e) (Fundamental Duty): To renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of Women
Affirms the immunity of the welfare enactments enacted to protect children over and

above conflicting personal laws.

e Maintains the Constitutional approach to social justice, gender equality and child welfare.

Important Marriage Acts for Exams (PYQs)

Exam
(Year)

UPSC
CSE
(2023)

SSC CGL
(2022)

State PCS
(2021)

Judiciary
(2023)

SsC
CHSL
(2024)

Question

The Child Marriage
Restraint Act is
popularly known as:

The Child Marriage
Restraint (Sarda) Act
was enacted in:

Which Act replaced the
Child Marriage
Restraint Act, 19297

The Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act
was enacted in:

Which Act provides for
the appointment of
Child Marriage
Prohibition Officers?

Options

(A) Sarda Act(B) POCSO Act(C)
Dowry Act(D) Domestic Violence
Act

(A) 1927(B) 1929(C) 1935(D)
1947

(A) Hindu Marriage Act, 1955(B)
Special Marriage Act, 1954(C)
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act,
2006(D) Juvenile Justice Act,
2015

(A) 2004(B) 2005(C) 2006(D)
2007

(A) Juvenile Justice Act, 2015(B)
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, 2012(C)
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act,
2006(D) Hindu Marriage Act,
1955

Answer

(A) Sarda Act

(B) 1929

(C) Prohibition
of Child
Marriage Act,
2006

(C) 2006

(C) Prohibition
of Child
Marriage Act,
2006
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UPSC Which committee (A) Justice Verma Committee(B)  (B) Jaya Jaitly
CSE recommended Jaya Jaitly Committee(C) Punchhi Committee
(2020) increasing the minimum  Commission(D) Sarkaria
legal age of marriage Commission
for women from 18 to
21 years?
SSC CPO The Dowry Prohibition (A) 1955(B) 1961(C) 1976(D) (B) 1961
(2023) Act came into force in: 1986
State PCS Which Act provides civil  (A) Dowry Prohibition Act, (C) Protection of
(2022) remedies for women 1961(B) Hindu Marriage Act, Women from
facing domestic 1955(C) Protection of Women Domestic
violence after marriage? from Domestic Violence Act, Violence Act,
2005(D) Muslim Women 2005
(Protection of Rights on Marriage)
Act, 2019
SSC GD Which Act declared the  (A) Muslim Women (Protection of  (A) Muslim
(2023) practice of instant triple  Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019(B)  Women
talaq (Talag-e-Biddat) Muslim Personal Law Act, (Protection of
illegal in India? 1937(C) Special Marriage Act, Rights on
1954(D) Hindu Marriage Act, Marriage) Act,
1955 2019
UPSC The Special Marriage  (A) 1954(B) 1955(C) 1956(D) (A) 1954
CSE Act was enacted in: 1961
(2022)

Conclusion on Shariat Cannot Override PCMA

Judicial Activism and Strengthening of Child Rights: PCMA Regularises All Citizens, Allahabad
High Court Rules Landmark Judgment on Uniform Application of Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act 2006. In doing so, the Court reiterated constitutional values of equality, dignity and
protection of minors by interpreting that welfare legislation is not only applicable to each and
every citizen regardless of religion or personal law. While the Allahabad High Court Rules, as it
applies to all citizens, is not only a dignified legal development but also one which will attract the
attention of policy makers, law students, and aspirants of various competitive exams in the
months to come.

Allahabad HC Upholds Uniform Marriage Age FAQs

Q1. What is the PCMA?
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Ans. The government acknowledges that child marriage is illegal by virtue of the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006.

Q2. What was the ruling of the Allahabad High Court in the recent PCMA case?

Ans. While ruling that the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA) is uniform across religions
and personal laws, the Allahabad High Court on September 25 held that, being a welfare
legislation to protect kids and a constitutional right of children, it applies to all citizens.

Q3. Why does PCMA override conflicting personal laws?

Ans. The Court noted that the PCMA is a special welfare legislation aimed at protecting children
from child marriage. Thus, if we have provisions for child protection and public welfare, those
shall prevail.

Q4. Who can be punished under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 20067

Ans. The Act prescribes punishment for adult males entering into a marriage with a child,
parents or guardians, priests and/or people who organise or conduct the marriage of a child, as
well as people who promote or facilitate any such marriage.

Q5. What is the significance of the Allahabad High Court's PCMA verdict?

Ans. This ruling makes it clear that personal laws which are in conflict with child protection laws
shall be overridden, and the law as laid out by the PCMA is to be uniformly applied across India,
making legal safeguards against Child marriage much stronger.

HINDI
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Harbour Link)C) Pamban
BridgeD) Mahatma Gandhi
Setu

stafeier qef fohg A) BiharB) AssamC) GujaratD) &) 3/9#
5T # FEaa g2 Odisha

HRA HT hiT ATYA  T) FRIeTre Yo fororelh) sofairer o) safielrer gor

g7 ofell fororei)3reer e e forst
YT-Hg-A3 JeT?
HR hrdgell A) Vidyasagar SetuB) C) Anji Khad

haI-F Yeld g §: Bandra-Worli Sea LinkC) Anji  Bridge
Khad BridgeD) Pamban Bridge
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