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How the captaln voters or journalists could make it the biggest underdog story of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup is one of the football stories for great inspiration. Having just under half a million
people and not much in terms of footballing infrastructure when compared with the nations of
the world, Cape Verde amazed football fans to qualify for the FIFA World Cup and conduct
themselves amongst the greater stars of football. They were quite a surprise for the tournament
due to their amazing displays of talent, disciplined approach and consistent faith. From how
Cape Verde rose to become the World Cup's greatest underdog to the pivotal moments, this
article delves into their remarkable journey and what it's all about.
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How Cape Verde Became World Cup 2026’s Biggest Underdog?

e |n one of the most inspirational stories of the 2026 FIFA World Cup ever, despite being
one of the smallest nations to take part, Cape Verde secured a victory as one of the
biggest underdogs in the history of the world's number one tournament.

e However, the Blue Sharks' triumphs over teams with higher seedings were more the
result of defending well, playing tight running and tactical football, and good teamwork.

e Cape Verde managed to progress past the group stage, deflecting widespread gloom
that they were unable to go further — and showed they could travel up against giants in
football on the biggest stage.

e They put up such a show in the 3-2 loss to Argentina in groundbreaking fashion in the
Round of 32 that they took the defending champions to the limit, making for a great
spectacle for fans around the world.

e Their triumphs were the result of years of looking after their players, educating many of
the team about football in Europe and allowing them to experience the sport before
playing for their country.

e After ensuring the full take-up of the game with the help of strong coaching and
management on the ground, with collective effort, Cape Verde capitalised on every
opportunity to score on the night, maintaining their discipline from the back of the
defence whilst they delivered this high-level performance throughout the periods.

e The success of Cape Verde's national team in the FIFA World Cup is an inspiring and
remarkable journey that was recognised by FIFA as one of the most impressive
campaigns from the expanded FIFA World Cup 2026.

e The journey of the islanders of Cape Verde was so inspirational that it is proof that
determination, preparation and unity are what it takes for an under-resourced group of
nations to open the door for African Football and encourage other smaller football
nations to have bigger visions.

Why Cape Verde's World Cup Journey Was Historic?

e Cape Verde had a historic qualification to the FIFA World Cup for the first time in the
history of the tournament, joining the group of the smallest teams in the tournament ever
to gain qualification, with a population of about only half a million. FIFA hailed the
accomplishment as a historic milestone that "bear[s] witness to years of relentless
football progress and country solidarity.

e The world was wowed and amazed when the Blue Sharks stunned Spain, who were the
world champions, to a scoreless draw in their first World Cup appearing, with the minute
they got on the pitch, they had the capacity to go toe-to-toe with premier nations.

e After finishing second in the group stage of Group H, the island nation of Cape Verde
made its World Cup debut and has made history by reaching the Round of 32. They
were disciplined in their draw against Saudi Arabia and secured their spot in the
knockout stages.
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e The team's approach, marked by disciplined defending, tactical organisation, and
collective teamwork, was more of a collective effort than just one looking for individual
superstars, which garnered praise from football experts and fans around the world
throughout the tournament.

e Despite a stunning 3-2 overtime halftime, aftear with Argentina, Cape Verde had come
as a thrilling surprise in its remarkable run, and an inspired game of football had secured
it one of the most memorable moments of the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

e FIFA credited the coach, Bubista, and the long-term development of Cape Verdean
football for leading the Blue Sharks to become a competitive international team that can
compete with the world's giants in football.

e The team did it all successfully, bringing together the island and its worldwide diaspora,
with thousands of people worldwide celebrating the marvellous campaign to bring Cape
Verde unprecedented international recognition.

e The World Cup debut of Cape Verde showed that with determination, strategic planning
and great team spirit, a small population and small resources can also produce a great
result, and leave a lasting legacy in African football and for other nations that are looking
to become footballing powerhouses.

Conclusion on Cape Verde at FIFA World Cup 2026

How Cape Verde became the greatest underdog performance of the 2026 FIFA World Cup will
remain one of the most memorable performances of the underdog in football history. Despite the
limited resources, small population and difficult situation, there was a team with tactical
discipline, resilience and an attitude of believing they could beat the big ones, and they did.
Their journey has left a lasting impression on millions of football fans around the world and has
served as a testament to the fact that success can come from anywhere but will only come to
those who are ready and willing. Watching Cape Verde's success will continue to inspire the
next generation of footballers and the dream of lesser countries to play on the world's biggest
pitch.

Cape Verde’'s Dream World Cup 2026 Campaign FAQs

Q1. Why is Cape Verde called the biggest underdog story of the 2026 FIFA World Cup?

One of the smallest populations in the event, and the one with the fewest resources on the
sports day, Cape Verde did not disappoint, playing a very impressive game against much bigger
football nations.

Q2. Is it the first time for Cape Verde in football's biggest match?

Yes. This brought The World Cup to its contract but also represented Cape Verde's historic
opportunity to play on football's biggest stage.
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Q3. What was it that made things work out in Cape Verde?

Good cooperation and discipline, defence, supervision, coaching and mental efforts were
recorded as important factors in their achievements.

Q4. According to progress, why were football enthusiasts suitable for Cape Verde?

Cape Verde was loved for a delightful level of football, for their constant effort and endeavour as
a team and also because they were able to prove that determination is capable of posing a
threat to established football powers.

Q5. What was the greatest contribution Cape Verde made to the World Cup?

The largest legacy Council can leave is to get other football states to trust they will be able to
play at the highest international level.
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Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Sets Record as
India’s Youngest International Cricketer
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It's a historic milestone for Indian teenager Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, who has been appointed the
youngest international cricketer for India. Thanks to this virtuoso showed up on the international
field at an extraordinarily early age, beating the previous records to become the youngest player
in Indian domestic cricket History to represent at the international cricket scene. His tough,
powerful approach to the bat foreshadowed his form in age-group cricket and made him a
favourite among the selectors and fans. Not only does it demonstrate Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's
outstanding talent but also the capabilities of youth development in India. Promptly, let's delve
into how Vaibhav Sooryavanshi set a record as India's Youngest International Cricketer, explore
his journey, records, achievements, and the significance of this landmark for Indian cricket.

How Did Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Start His Cricket Journey?

e Vaibhav Sooryavanshi made his debut in the sport of cricket at an early age from
Samastipur in Bihar. With his family's backing, he had been training very hard and made
rapid progress in the local and state cricket circuit. His outstanding batting skills put him
in the age-group team of Bihar and made him the headlines when he made his debut in
the Ranji Trophy at just 12 years of age, making him one of the youngest first-class
cricketers from the state.
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He got into national fame after his record 100 in his first Test for India Under-19 against
Australian Under-19, the fastest by an Indian in youth Tests. Selected by the selectors
and IPL teams for his fearless batting with consistency.

At the age of 14, Vaibhav became the youngest player to get an IPL contract with
Rajasthan Royals. His stellar bowling in domestic cricket and the IPL supported his
talent to play skilled cricket at such a tender age.

After a record-breaking IPL 2026 season, when he was the biggest individual run scorer,
he also hit some of the sixes during the event, thus receiving his first India call-up. His
talent got him his maiden international appearance, where he became the youngest
Indian international, and his start at the highest level of international cricket was
promising.

15-Year-Old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Makes India History

15-year-old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi made history on Saturday to represent India on the
international stage, as the youngster became the youngest player in Indian cricket
history. His first outing was the expression of selectors' faith in his tremendous talent and
his fast-growing capabilities.

Before his international debut, Vaibhav had made significant strides in both domestic and
U-19 cricket, as well as in the Indian Premier League (IPL), to emerge as one of India's
golden prospects. He was known as a fearless batter and a good, levelheaded player.
Vaibhav made his name at the national level when he made his debut in Bihar in the
Ranji Trophy and scored a memorable 100 in India Under-19's debut Match against
Australia, proving his ability to perform in big tournaments.

He showcased his talent at both domestic and international levels as the youngster
showed impressive timeliness, consistency and aggression in his play, particularly
against the international bowlers during the IPL 2026 tournament.

This feat of the exceptional young talent of India, Vaibhav, overtook his national
counterparts' previous records to become one of the youngest faces to grace the world
of cricket at even 15, as he donned his India cap.

He was lauded by cricket experts for his exceptional technique, unassailable psyche and
pressure-handling skills, and it was a sign that would evoke hopes for a bright
international future for Indian cricket.

This historic feat has left thousands of young Indian cricketers inspired to do their part to
open the gates of international cricket at an exceptionally tender age with their
dedication, consistent performances, and hard work.

His record-breaking debut could just be one of the masterpieces in Indian cricket and
consolidate the Indian cricket system by Age group and Domestic Cricket, which is
known for producing world-class players in record time.

Previous Year Questions (PYQs) Cricket



Exam Year
UPSC 202
Prelims 1
SSC 202
CGL 3
RRB 202
NTPC 2
SSC 202
CHSL 2
UPSC 201
Prelims 9
IBPS PO 202

1
SBI PO 202

2
SSC 202
CPO 1
RRB 202
GroupD 2
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Question

Which one of the following
is the highest governing
body of international
cricket?

Which Indian cricketer is
popularly known as the
"Master Blaster"?

Which trophy is awarded
to the winner of the ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup?

The Ranji Trophy is
associated with which
sport?

Which country hosted the
2019 ICC Cricket World
Cup?

The Border-Gavaskar
Trophy is played between
which two countries?

Which cricketer is known
as 'The Wall' of Indian
cricket?

Which Indian state does
Ranji Trophy team Bihar
represent?

Which format of cricket is
limited to 20 overs per
side?

Options

A.FIFAB. ICC C. 10C D.
BCCI

A. Virat Kohli B. Rahul
Dravid C. Sachin Tendulkar
D. M.S. Dhoni

A. Prudential Cup B. ICC
Cricket World Cup Trophy
C. Ashes Urn D.
Border-Gavaskar Trophy

A. Hockey B. Football C.
Cricket D. Tennis

A. India B. Australia C.
England and Wales D.
South Africa

A. India & England B. India
& South Africa C. India &
Australia D. Australia &
New Zealand

A. Sourav Ganguly B.
Rahul Dravid C. VVS
Laxman D. Virender
Sehwag

A. Jharkhand B. Uttar

Pradesh C. Bihar D. Odisha

A. Test B. ODI C. T20 D.
First-Class

Correct
Answer

B.ICC

C. Sachin
Tendulkar

B. ICC Cricket
World Cup
Trophy

C. Cricket
C. England
and Wales
C. India &

Australia

B. Rahul
Dravid

C. Bihar

C.T20
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State 202 The Board of Control for A. 1928 B. 1932 C. 1925 D. A. 1928
PCS 3 Cricket in India (BCCI) 1935
was established in:

Conclusion on Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Creates India Record

From 2022, the achievement that will shine in the annals of Indian cricket is Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi's Record as the Youngest International Cricketer for India. The journey that this
young player undertook from junior cricket to the international stage is truly an amazing one of
talent, determination and hard work. Currently India's youngest international cricketer, Vaibhav
has been a source of inspiration to thousands of aspiring cricketers and is now a new chapter in
Indian cricket in terms of young people in the game. He has a chance to be amongst the major
stars in Indian cricket in the coming days if he continues to grow and learn from experience.

Sooryavanshi Scripts History for India FAQs

Q1. Who is Vaibhav Sooryavanshi?

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi is an Indian cricketer who became India's youngest international cricketer
after making his debut in 2026.

Q2. What record did Vaibhav Sooryavanshi achieve?
He became the youngest player to represent India in international cricket.

Q3. Why is Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's debut historic?

His debut broke the previous age record and highlighted India's commitment to promoting
exceptional young talent.

Q4. What is Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's batting style?

He is a left-handed batter known for aggressive stroke play and confident batting.

Q5. Why is this achievement important for Indian cricket?

It reflects the strength of India's youth development system and inspires the next generation of
cricketers.
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India Issues Notice to Meta Over Child
Abuse Ads on Instagram

India Issues Notice
to Meta nver 4

OII Instagram

India gives notice to Meta on child abuse adverts on Instagram; issues raise serious concerns
about online child safety, digital platform responsibilities and the need to regulate harmful
content. The notice comes as a response to reports of ads promoting or facilitating child sexual
abuse content (CSAM) being displayed on Instagram. Meta had to explain how it would remove
media content that is offensive to adults and comply with the Indian laws to the government.
This marks another step to recognise the growing attention and efforts to better safeguard
children online, and secure better protection for social media platforms. This informative article
explains “why” for issuing the notice to Meta over child abuse ads on Instagram, the legal
framework, the government response, and the implications of the situation.

Why Did India Issue the Notice?

e After reports surfaced that ads related to child sexual abuse material (CSAM) find their
way into Meta's Instagram platform, the Government of India sent a notice to the
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company a week ago over the matter and expressed serious concern over the safety of
children online.

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) asked Meta to explain
how such advertisements got approval and appeared on the platform.

The government had instructed Meta to reveal its content moderation, advertisement
review process and steps taken to prevent illegal and harmful content.

India stressed that social media intermediaries are bound by default to adhere to the
provisions of the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, which make it
mandatory to take due diligence and remove unlawful content within an hour.

The notice reinforces the government's zero tolerance for crimes related to children and
to available mechanisms to keep this digital space secure.

Officials also added that they expect significant investment in using automated detection
systems alongside human review mechanisms by online platforms to detect and remove
harmful content before it reaches users.

In the last few months, India has taken a series of measures to hold platforms
accountable as it pushes for better online child safety and compliance with Indian laws
and regulatory standards by technology companies.

Legal Framework Governing Online Child Protection

Obscenity laws provide that the publication, transmission and circulation of material
obscene/ sexually explicit in nature with children is prohibited under the Information
Technology (IT) Act, 2000. At the same time, it gives powers to authorities to act against
intermediaries who do not comply with legally mandated obligations.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSOQO) Act, 2012 is a strong piece of
legislation aimed at protecting children against the commission of sexual offences and
providing for ancillary matters since 2012 that lays down stringent punishments to
offenders.

Under the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021, social media intermediaries must proactively undertake due
diligence, remove illegal content within strict timeframes on receiving legally valid orders
only and set up grievance redressal mechanisms.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 replaces many provisions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) about offences associated with child exploitation, online abuse and digital
crimes.

NCPCR strives for the protection of rights of all children and monitors implementation of
this Act while also advising Government on matters relating to child rights and the need
to prevent child exploitation, abuse and online exploitation.

India is a signatory to the UN Convention on Child Rights (UNCRC), which requires
countries to protect children from sexual exploitation and abuse as well as safe use of
the Internet.

These legislative and institutional frameworks together serve to reinforce online child
safety, hold digital companies responsible for protecting children online, and build a safe



Current Affairs Capsule for 6 July 2026

(cLAsS24)

digital environment through sound regulation, enforcement, and cooperation across the
stakeholder community.

PYQs Information Technology, Cyber Security & Child Protection

Exam

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CGL

RRB
NTPC

SSC
CHSL

UPSC
Prelims

IBPS
PO

Year

202

202

202

202

202

202

Question

In India, under which Act
are intermediaries
required to observe due
diligence while hosting
user-generated content?

The CERT-In (Indian
Computer Emergency
Response Team)
functions under which
Ministry?

Which of the following is
India's national agency
for responding to cyber
security incidents?

The Information
Technology Act was
enacted in India in which
year?

Which organization in
India is designated as
the national nodal
agency for responding to
computer security
incidents?

Which ministry is
responsible for framing
policies relating to
information technology
and digital governance in
India?

Options

A. Digital India Act B.
Information Technology Act,

2000 C. Indian Penal Code D.

Consumer Protection Act

A. Ministry of Home Affairs B.
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology C.
Ministry of Communications
D. Ministry of Defence

A. NIA B. CERT-In C. CBI D.
NIC

A. 1998 B. 1999 C. 2000 D.
2002

A. DRDO B. CERT-In C.
NASSCOM D. ISRO

A. Ministry of
Communications B. Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology C. Ministry of
Finance D. Ministry of Home
Affairs

Correct
Answer

B. Information
Technology
Act, 2000

B. Ministry of
Electronics
and
Information
Technology

B. CERT-In

C. 2000

B. CERT-In

B. Ministry of
Electronics
and
Information
Technology
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SBIPO 202 The Information A. Consumer Protection Act, B. Information
2 Technology 2019 B. Information Technology
(Intermediary Technology Act, 2000 C. Act, 2000
Guidelines and Digital Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 D.
Media Ethics Code) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,

Rules, 2021 are issued 2023
under which Act?

State 202 The Protection of A. 2010 B. 2011 C. 2012 D. C. 2012
PCS 3 Children from Sexual 2013

Offences (POCSO) Act

came into force in:

SSC 202 What is the full form of A. Central Emergency B. Computer

MTS 3 CERT-In? Response Team B. Computer Emergency
Emergency Response Response
Team-India C. Cyber Team-India

Emergency Response
Team—India D. Computer
Enforcement Response Team

RRB 202  Which of the following is  A. RTI Act B. POCSO ActC.  B. POCSO Act
Group 2 primarily responsible for  IT Act D. Consumer
D protecting children from  Protection Act

sexual offences in India?

Conclusion on India Warns Meta Over Instagram Child Abuse Ads

India Notices Meta for Child Abuse Ads on Instagram: The need of the hour is protecting
children in the digital ecosystem. "This action by the government reiterates the duty of social
media companies to maintain strong content moderation as well as comply with Indian laws," it
said. In an era where online platforms will continue to grow, the global internet can only truly
become a safer place with stronger regulation, technological innovation and cooperation
between authorities and technology companies.

Meta Told to Remove Child Abuse Ads, Within 7 Days FAQs
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Q1. Why did India issue a notice to Meta?

India issued the notice after concerns were raised regarding alleged child abuse-related
advertisements appearing on Instagram.

Q2. Which platform is involved in the case?
The issue relates to Instagram, a social media platform owned by Meta.

Q3. Which laws apply to this issue?

The matter is governed by the Information Technology Act, 2000, the POCSO Act, 2012, the IT
Rules, 2021, and relevant provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023.

Q4. What is the objective of the government's action?

The primary objective is to protect children, strengthen online safety, and ensure that digital
platforms comply with Indian laws.

Q5. What responsibilities do social media platforms have?

They must detect and remove illegal content, strengthen moderation systems, cooperate with
authorities, and provide effective user safety mechanisms.

HINDI
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