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BJP Two-Thirds Majority, Seat Numbers
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Whether it is a discussion on legislative amendments or constitutional changes that are on the
table, the BJP Two-Thirds Majority has always been a topic that has been getting much
discussion in India. Some people think that a mere majority is sufficient for amendments to the
Constitution. But the Indian Constitution mandates that a number of changes to its text must be
passed by a special majority. Hence, the significance of understanding the BJP Two-Thirds
Majority lies in grasping how Parliament functions, how amendments are to be passed in the
Constitution and the importance of the number of seats in both Houses of Parliament. This
article details the enterprising numbers, constitutional implications, meaning and sometimes
asked questions in an easy-to-understand way.

What is BJP Two-Thirds Majority?

e Where the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has a 2/3 majority, either on its own or
combined with other parties, in Parliament, it has adequate parliamentary strength to
move most of the Constitutional Amendment Bills through in Parliament.

The process of considering a special legislation is different from that for an ordinary law.
A majority of all members in the House of Parliament is needed.

Further, this amendment must gain the support of two-thirds of the members present and
voting in each House.
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e The amendment should be passed by the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha as separate
houses; they must do this separately in this particular case, and there is no provision for
joint sitting.

e Some of the constitutional amendments, moreover, must be ratified by many State
Legislatures equal to %2 or more of the 50 to be in force.

e So the required quorum for the two Houses on the day of voting will determine the exact
number of votes required.

Examples of Constitutional Amendments Passed with Special
Majority

Several landmark constitutional amendments have required a special majority, including:

Constitutional Significance
Amendment
42nd Amendment Extensive constitutional changes
44th Amendment Restoration of democratic
safeguards

73rd Amendment Panchayati Raj Institutions
74th Amendment Urban Local Bodies
86th Amendment Right to Education
101st Amendment Goods and Services Tax (GST)
103rd Amendment 10% EWS Reservation
106th Amendment Women's Reservation in

Legislatures

How Are Constitutional Amendments Passed?

e Under Article 368 of the Constitution, an introduction of a Constitutional Amendment Bill
can be made in either the Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha.

e |tis introduced into the Parliament of both Houses and debated and discussed
separately.
Must be approved by a majority of the total membership of each House.
It must be backed by a two-thirds majority in each House in attendance and voting.
A Constitutional Amendment Bill against the motion moved by the two Houses of the
national Assembly does not provide for a joint sitting in case of disagreement.
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Alteration of any of the articles of the Constitution can be adopted by two-thirds of the

State legislatures if it impacts the federal structure, including the authority of States, or
the election of the President.
On parliamentary and state clearance (if any), the bill is signed by the President of India
and becomes a part of the Constitution.

PYQs on Constitutional Amendments & Special Majority

Exam Year
UPSC 201
CSE 3
(Prelims)

UPSC 201
CSE 7
(Prelims)
SSC CGL 202
3
SSC CGL 202
2
SSC 202
CHSL 1
RRB 202
NTPC 1

Question

Which Article of the
Constitution deals
with the amendment
of the Constitution?

A Constitutional
Amendment Bill may
be introduced in:

Which type of majority
is generally required
to pass a
Constitutional
Amendment Bill under
Article 3687

Which Constitutional
Amendment
introduced the Goods
and Services Tax
(GST) in India?

A Constitutional
Amendment Bill
requires the approval
of:

Which of the following
Constitutional
Amendment Bills also
requires ratification by
at least half of the
State Legislatures?

Options

(A) Article 356 (B) Article 368
(C) Article 370 (D) Article 352

(A) Lok Sabha only (B) Rajya
Sabha only (C) Either House
of Parliament (D) Joint Sitting

(A) Simple Majority (B)
Absolute Majority (C) Special
Majority (D) Effective Majority

(A) 97th Amendment (B) 99th
Amendment (C) 101st
Amendment (D) 103rd
Amendment

(A) Lok Sabha only (B) Rajya
Sabha only (C) Both Houses
of Parliament separately (D)

Joint Sitting of Parliament

(A) Amendment affecting
Centre-State relations (B)
Money Bill (C) Finance Bill
(D) Appropriation Bill

Correct Answer

(B) Article 368

(C) Either House
of Parliament

(C) Special
Maijority

(C) 101st
Amendment

(C) Both Houses
of Parliament
separately

(A) Amendment
affecting
Centre-State
relations
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RRB 202 Which House of (A) Lok Sabha (B) Rajya (C) Both Houses
GroupD 2 Parliament has no Sabha (C) Both Houses (D)
provision for a joint None of the above
sitting in the case of a

Constitutional
Amendment Bill?

RRB JE 201 The President of India (A) Article 123 (B) Article 356 (C) Article 368
9 gives assentto a (C) Article 368 (D) Article 324
Constitutional
Amendment Bill after
it is passed under
which Article?

SSCMTS 202 The minimum (A) Simple Majority (B) (B) Special
3 parliamentary majority Special Majority (C) Effective  Majority
required for most Maijority (D) Absolute Majority
Constitutional
Amendments is
known as:

CDS (GK) 202 Which statement is (A) They can be passedina  (C) They must

0 correct regarding joint sitting. (B) They can be  be passed
Constitutional introduced only in Lok separately by
Amendment Bills? Sabha. (C) They must be each House with

passed separately by each a special

House with a special majority. majority.
(D) They do not require the
President's assent.

Conclusion on Two-Thirds Majority in Parliament

The BJP Two-Thirds Majority is more than merely a political milestone. It is essentially the
threshold of the Constitution for many important amendments under Article 368. The proposition
that the passage of the constitutional amendments will necessitate absence from the floor by
two-thirds of the House membership and by a majority of House membership also largely
determines parliamentary arithmetic. Having gained such insights, citizens have a better
understanding of the procedure for amending India's Constitution, and how these changes are
debated, approved and added to the Constitution in the context of India's democratic form of
governance.
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BJP’s Two-Thirds Majority in Parliament FAQs
What is BJP Two-Thirds Majority?

The BJP Two-Thirds Majority refers to securing sufficient parliamentary support to meet the
constitutional special majority required for passing constitutional amendment bills.

Which Article governs the two-thirds majority?

Article 368 of the Constitution of India lays down the procedure for constitutional amendments
requiring a special majority.

Does BJP need two-thirds majority in both Houses?

Yes. Constitutional amendments must be passed separately by both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha using the prescribed special majority.

Is a simple majority enough for constitutional amendments?

No. Most constitutional amendments require a special majority under Article 368, not merely a
simple majority.

Do all constitutional amendments require state ratification?

No. Only amendments affecting certain federal provisions require ratification by at least half of
the State Legislatures.

Birth and Death Registrations Nearly
Match Official Estimates in 2024
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Death
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Official Estimates
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The Birth and Death Registrations 2024 have been at a significant milestone, with the number of
registered births and deaths being almost as close to the official estimate of the Government of
India. This milestone reflects continuous efforts of improvement within the Civil Registration
System (CRS), within digital Registry processes and in raising awareness about the civil
aspects. With the increasing enrolment in States and UTs, it is important to have sound data of
population, which helps in governance, policy planning, healthcare, and social welfare. This
article summarises the recent data about birth and death registrations, constitutional and
administrative implications, important aspects of the concern, issues and implications about it,
and its influence on public administration and competitive examinations.

Key Highlights of India’s Civil Registration System Records
Particular Details
Focus Keyword Birth and Death Registrations 2024
Registration System Civil Registration System (CRS)

Implementing Ministry  Ministry of Home Affairs (Registrar General of India)

Legal Framework Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969

Main Finding Registered births and deaths nearly matched official estimates in
2024
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Importance Population statistics, governance, planning, welfare schemes
Data Source Civil Registration System (CRS)

What are Birth and Death Registrations 20247

The Birth and Death Registrations 2024 are the official documents of the registration of
all births and deaths as per the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969.
Registration is carried out under the Civil Registration System (CRS) of India.
Registration work is carried out at the State level by the State Coordinator, which is
managed by the Registrar General of India (RGI) at the National level.

By law, it is mandatory to register births and deaths.

Birth registration is a legal record of a person's identity, age, nationality and parentage.
Death registration documents the legal fact and cause of death, which provides
assistance to public health statistics and law.

There was increased completeness in Birth and Death Registrations, with the data for
2024 showing a close match to official demographic estimates.

Registration enables Governments to plan populations, provide health policies, provide
Welfare schemes, and record vital statistics accurately.

Expected Questions Based on Birth and Death Registrations

Exam Expecte Question Options Correct
d Year Answer
UPSC/SSC 2026 Which State recorded  (A) Maharashtra (B) (B) Uttar
the highest number Uttar Pradesh (C) Bihar Pradesh
of registered births (D) Madhya Pradesh
in India in 20247
SSCCGL 2026 Which State (A) Tamil Nadu (B) (C) Uttar
registered the highest Maharashtra (C) Uttar Pradesh
number of deaths in  Pradesh (D) West
2024 according to the  Bengal
Civil Registration
System?
RRB NTPC 2026 Which Union Territory  (A) Chandigarh (B) (C) Delhi (NCT)

recorded the highest Jammu & Kashmir (C)
number of registered Delhi (D) Puducherry
births in 20247
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SSC CHSL 2026 Which Union Territory  (A) Lakshadweep (B) (A)
reported the lowest Ladakh (C) Chandigarh Lakshadweep
number of registered (D) Dadra & Nagar

births in 20247 Haveli and Daman &
Diu
UPSC 2026 Which State had the (A) Goa (B) Sikkim (C)  (B) Sikkim
Prelims lowest number of Mizoram (D) Arunachal
registered births Pradesh
among the States in
20247
RRB 2026 Which Union Territory  (A) Lakshadweep (B) (A)
Group D recorded the lowest Ladakh (C) Chandigarh Lakshadweep
number of registered (D) Andaman & Nicobar
deaths in 20247 Islands
State PCS 2026 Which authority (A) National Statistical (B) Registrar
publishes India's Office (B) Registrar General of
annual Civil General of India (C) India
Registration System NITI Aayog (D) Ministry
(CRS) Report? of Health & Family
Welfare
SSC MTS 2026 Birth and Death (A) Census of India (B)  (B) Civil
Registration data in Civil Registration Registration
India are compiled System (C) Sample System (CRS)

under which system?  Registration System (D)
National Population
Register

Conclusion on 2024 Civil Registration Data:

The achievement of the milestone “Birth and Death Registrations 2024” is a testament to the
continuous progress and enhancement of the Civil Registration System in India. The associated
increased use of more accurate demographic information for governance, healthcare and
welfare planning creates more reliable information for policymakers because birth and death
records are now more complete than estimates. Further efforts in digital transformation,
increased public awareness and effective administrative coordination will lead to more precise
and complete vital statistics, cementing the registration system as an integral part to
evidence-based policymaking.
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Birth and Death Registrations Nearly Align with 2024 Estimates
FAQs

What are Birth and Death Registrations 20247

They refer to the official registration of births and deaths recorded through India's Civil
Registration System during 2024, with registration figures closely matching official demographic
estimates.

Which law governs birth and death registration in India?

The Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 provides the legal framework for compulsory
registration.

What is the Civil Registration System (CRS)?

The CRS is India's nationwide system for recording births and deaths and producing official vital
statistics.

Why are Birth and Death Registrations 2024 important?

They improve demographic planning, healthcare policies, welfare delivery, population estimates,
and administrative governance.

Which authority maintains the Civil Registration System?

The Registrar General of India, under the Ministry of Home Affairs, coordinates the Civil
Registration System, while State Governments implement registration through local authorities.

Govt Sends Notice to WhatsApp Over
Username Feature
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It's now a significant technology and digital governance dilemma in India that the Government
sent a notice to WhatsApp for its Username feature. The Central Government has reportedly
raised questions with WhatsApp on its plan to roll out username-based messaging, citing
privacy, traceability, cyber-security and compliance with India's digital laws. The development
underscores the government's heightened attention on fostering technological advances while
ensuring national security and user protection. This piece of information provides a background
on the reasons behind the proposed feature by the Govt Sends Notice to WhatsApp, the legal
framework, concerns raised, and the implications of this feature for users and digital
governance.

What is the Username Feature on WhatsApp?

The proposed feature is called the Username Feature for WhatsApp, a new username for users
to connect with instead of their cell phone number in a manner that prioritises user privacy.
Users can select an identifier that they want others to recognise them by and send them
messages, just like on other apps such as Telegram and Signal. However, even the phone
number will be needed for account sign-up and verification. The idea behind the feature is to
improve user privacy, minimising the need to subscribe to unnecessary exposure of personal
contact information, particularly in group chats, business situations and communities that are
public. It is in development and will not be made available to everyone.
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Benefits of WhatsApp Username Feature

e Supports users' privacy in less revealing connections, where they don't need to expose
their mobile numbers to the public.

e Limits exposure of personal information, particularly in group chats and community
interactions.

e Facilitates safer communication by giving individual users more control over who can
discover and contact them.

e Enhances business communications, allowing businesses to share usernames rather
than personal/official phone numbers.
Eases discovery of the account with helpful, easy-to-remember and shareable names.
Enables existing privacy settings, such as controls for profile picture, last seen, and
online status.
Aids in minimising unwanted contacts with unknown individuals who get phone numbers.
Extends end-to-end protection for both personal data and communications: safeguards
messages, calls, photos, voice, and video sharing regardless of whether they're sent in
the app or via the browser.

PYQs on WhatsApp, Cyber Security & Data Protection

Exam Year Question Options Correct Answer
UPSC 202 Which of the (A) Messages are stored (B) Only the
CSE 3 following best permanently on government sender and
(Prelims) describes servers (B) Only the sender intended recipient
end-to-end and intended recipient can can read the
encryption used read the messages (C) messages
by messaging Anyone with internet access
platforms? can view the messages (D)
Messages are automatically
shared with telecom operators
SSC CGL 202 The Digital (A) Regulate cryptocurrency (B) Protect

3

Personal Data
Protection Act,
2023 primarily
aims to:

(B) Protect personal digital
data and regulate its
processing (C) Conduct
Population Census (D)
Regulate telecom tariffs

personal digital
data and regulate
its processing
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CHSL

RRB
NTPC

RRB
Group D

SSC MTS

CDS
(GK)

State
PCS

202

202

202

202

202

202
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Which Ministry
administers the
Information
Technology Act,
20007

WhatsApp
primarily uses
which security
technology to
protect users'
personal
messages?

The CERT-In
functions under
which Ministry?

What is the main
objective of a
username-based
messaging
feature?

Which law provides
the primary legal
framework for
cyber offences and
electronic
governance in
India?

Which organization
serves as India's
national nodal
agency for
responding to
cybersecurity
incidents?

(cLAsS24)

(A) Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) (B) Ministry of Home
Affairs (C) Ministry of
Communications (D) Ministry

of Law and Justice

(A) Firewall Protection (B)
End-to-End Encryption (C)
Blockchain Encryption (D)

Cloud Encryption

(A) Ministry of Home Affairs
(B) Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) (C) Ministry of
Defence (D) Ministry of

Communications

(A) Increase internet speed (B)
Allow communication without
publicly sharing a phone
number (C) Replace SIM
cards (D) Disable encryption

(A) Indian Penal Code, 1860
(B) Information Technology
Act, 2000 (C) Consumer
Protection Act, 2019 (D)
Official Secrets Act, 1923

(A) NITI Aayog (B) CERT-In
(C) UIDAI (D) National

Informatics Centre

(A) Ministry of
Electronics and
Information
Technology
(MeitY)

(B) End-to-End
Encryption

(B) Ministry of
Electronics and
Information
Technology
(MeitY)

(B) Allow
communication
without publicly
sharing a phone
number

(B) Information
Technology Act,
2000

(B) CERT-In
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UPSC 202 Which of the (A) Regulate banking (B) Provide legal
CSE 1 following is the operations (B) Provide legal recognition to
(Prelims) primary purpose of  recognition to electronic electronic records

the Information records and address cyber and address

Technology Act, offences (C) Conduct elections cyber offences

20007 (D) Govern telecom spectrum

allocation

RRBJE 202 Which feature of (A) Two-Factor Authentication  (B) End-to-End
2 WhatsApp ensures (B) End-to-End Encryption (C) Encryption
that only the Cloud Backup (D) Username
sender and Verification
intended recipient
can access the
content of
messages?

Conclusion on WhatsApp’s Username Feature Draws
Government Notice

The relationship between digital innovation and regulatory oversight is evolving in India, as The
Govt Sends Notice to WhatsApp over the username feature. This feature might enhance the
usage of mobile numbers from trust issues; however, it would make a huge impact on security,
traceability and compliance with Indian laws. Implementation of the same, bringing everything in

one place, will balance the ease for users and legal and security reasons, which is a good
advancement for India bucket.

WhatsApp’s Username Feature, Issues Notice FAQs

Why did the government send a notice to WhatsApp over the username feature?

The government reportedly sought clarification regarding the proposed username feature,
particularly its implications for privacy, traceability, cybersecurity, and compliance with Indian
regulations.

What is WhatsApp's username feature?

It is a proposed feature that would allow users to communicate through a unique username
instead of sharing their mobile number.

Will users still need a phone number?

Yes. A phone number is expected to remain necessary for account registration, while
usernames may serve as a public identifier for communication.
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Which laws are relevant to this issue?

The issue relates to the Information Technology Act, 2000, the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023, and the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

How could the username feature benefit users?

It may improve privacy by hiding users' mobile numbers, reduce spam, and make it easier to
connect with people or businesses without disclosing personal contact details.
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