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Andy Burnham Confirmed as UK Labour
Leader, Set to Become Next Prime
Minister

ANDY BURNHAM
CONFIRMED

AS UK LABOUR LEADER,

SET T0 BEGOME
NEXT PRIME MINISTER

UK Labour leader Andy Burnham, who was confirmed as the party's leader. Andy Burnham has
been elected as Leader of the opposition Labour Party, and could be the next Prime Minister.
With a Labour majority in the House of Commons, Burnham will take over from Keir Starmer
without being elected to the job in a new general election. One of the most significant political
changes in the world in 2026 will be the leadership change in the UK, as it is expected to
influence the country's domestic, economic, healthcare and international policies in many ways.

Why in News?

The Labour Party, in opposition to the Conservatives, has officially appointed Andy Burnham as
its new leader in the United Kingdom. With Starmer's resignation, Burnham will be invited by
King Charles Ill to become Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.

Key Highlights of Andy Burnham Confirmed as UK Labour Leader

e UK Labour Party has elected its new leader, Andy Burnham.
e He will soon be the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
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Keir Starmer has resigned as Labour leader and Prime Minister.

Labour is the majority in the House of Commons and therefore it is not necessary for
there to be a general election.

King Charles Il will formally call upon Andy Burnham to run the government.

Previous to his assignments with Burnham, Burnham was the Mayor of Greater
Manchester.

Known for being an advocate of greater public services, healthcare reform and regional
development.

He is expected to lead the economy, housing, infrastructure and healthcare reforms
relating to the NHS.

Who is Andy Burnham?

Andy Burnham is a British senior politician of the Labour Party. He has held various significant
political roles, such as Mayor of Greater Manchester, Cabinet Minister and Member of
Parliament. Throughout the years, he has established himself as a champion of social welfare,
greater powers for local governments, and improvements to public health care.

Political Career

Member of the Labour Party.

Ex-Member of Parliament (MP).

Former Secretary of State for Health.

Ex SIO Commissioner for Culture, Media and Sport.
Greater Manchester Mayor (2017-2026).

Elected Leader of the Labour Party in 2026.

About the UK Labour Party

Particular Details
Founded 1900
Political Ideology Centre-left, Social Democracy
Current Leader Andy Burnham
Governing Party Labour Party
Parliament Parliament of the United Kingdom
Lower House House of Commons

Upper House House of Lords
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PYQs on India—UK Relations

Exam
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Prelims

SSC
CGL

CDS

SSC
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Year
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202

202

202

201

201
8

Question

Which feature of the
Indian Constitution
has been borrowed
from the United
Kingdom?

The lower house of

the Parliament of the

United Kingdom is
known as:

Who is the

constitutional Head of

State in the United
Kingdom?

The official residence

of the Prime Minister
of the United
Kingdom is:

The Parliament of the

United Kingdom
consists of:

Which constitutional
principle of India is
based on the British
model?

Options

A) Fundamental Rights B)
Parliamentary System C)
Fundamental Duties D) Judicial
Review

A) House of Lords B) House
of Commons C) National
Assembly D) Senate

A) Prime Minister B) The
Monarch C) Speaker D) Chief
Justice

A) Buckingham Palace B) 10
Downing Street C)
Westminster Abbey D)
Windsor Castle

A) King and House of
Commons only B) King,
House of Commons and
House of Lords C) House of
Commons and Senate D)
President and Parliament

A) Judicial Review B) Cabinet
System C) Directive Principles
D) Federalism

Answer

B) Parliamentary
System

B) House of
Commons

B) The Monarch

B) 10 Downing
Street

B) King, House of
Commons and
House of Lords

B) Cabinet
System
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SSC 201 The currency of the A) Euro B) Pound Sterling C) B) Pound Sterling
CPO 9 United Kingdom is: Dollar D) Franc

NDA 202 London is situated on A) Seine B) Rhine C) Thames C) Thames
1 the banks of which D) Danube
river?

SSC 202 The upper house of  A) Senate B) House of Lords B) House of
MTS 3 the UK Parliamentis  C) House of Representatives Lords

known as: D) National Council
UPSC 201 The 'Rule of Law' A) USA B) United Kingdom B) United
Prelims 7 concept in India is C) France D) Canada Kingdom

derived from the
constitutional system
of:

Conclusion on Andy Burnham Confirmed to Lead UK Labour
Party

Andy Burnham's election as the leader of British Labour is a new milestone in British politics. He
will be the next Prime Minister of the United Kingdom when elected as leader of the governing
Labour Party in the UK parliamentary election. The leader is expected to be at the helm of the
economy, public services, health care reform, empowerment of the region and cooperation with
the international community. The political transition also points to the aptitude and stability of the
UK's Parliamentary democracy, which is one of the important developments in World Politics.

Burnham Takes Charge of UK Labour Party (FAQSs)

Q1. Who is Andy Burnham?

Ans. Andy Burnham is a British Labour Party politician and former Mayor of Greater Manchester
who has been confirmed as the new leader of the UK Labour Party.

Q2. Why is Andy Burnham becoming the UK Prime Minister?

Ans. Since the Labour Party holds a majority in the House of Commons, its newly elected
leader becomes Prime Minister after being invited by King Charles Il to form the government.

Q3. Is a general election required for Andy Burnham to become Prime
Minister?
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Ans. No. Under the UK's parliamentary system, a general election is not required when the
ruling party changes its leader while retaining a parliamentary majority.

Q4. What is the role of King Charles lll in appointing the Prime Minister?

Ans. King Charles lll, as the constitutional Head of State, formally invites the leader of the
majority party in the House of Commons to form the government.

Q5. What are Andy Burnham's expected policy priorities?

Ans. His key priorities include economic growth, strengthening the National Health Service
(NHS), regional devolution, affordable housing, climate action, and improving public transport.

NITI Aayog Investment Rankings 2026,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
Dominate

NITI Aayo

Investmen
Rankings 2026

"“"'WllHl"

; NITI Aayog
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The first-ever Investment Friendliness Index (IFI) created by the NITI Aayog to measure the
state and UT performance in attracting and facilitating investment is the NITI Aayog Investment
Rankings 2026. The index rates assessments of quality of governance, a business ecosystem,
business infrastructure, regulatory reforms and ease of doing business throughout the country.
In the previous rankings, Gujarat had topped the list while Maharashtra followed, thus
showcasing their powerful industrial base and investor-friendly policies. The purpose of the
rankings is to encourage competition between states and to encourage states to make reforms
to improve India's investment climate.

Why in News?

The Investment Friendliness Index (IFl) 2026 was released by NITI Aayog to rank Indian states
and Union territories on various factors contributing to an investment friendly environment,
policy reforms, infrastructure, and governance. Gujarat was the best state performer, followed
by Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, respectively

Key Highlights of NITI Aayog Investment Rankings 2026

NITI Aayog is releasing the first-ever Investment Friendliness Index (IFl) 2026.
The index assesses the investment ecosystem in the context of States and Union
Territories.

Gujarat was at the top of the list for the major states.

Maharashtra was in 2nd position.

Tamil Nadu was in third place.

The top-performing states were Odisha and Uttar Pradesh.

The Top winner in the Hilly and North-Eastern States category was Uttarakhand.
Goa was the top performer in the category of City State/UT.

The rankings spur competitive federalism and investment in economic growth.
Policy reform, infrastructure, governance and facilitation of doing business are the
themes of the assessment.

Top States in NITI Aayog Investment Rankings 2026

Rank State
1 Guijarat

2 Maharashtra
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3 Tamil Nadu
4 Odisha
5 Uttar
Pradesh

Why Did Gujarat Rank First?

Gujarat's Month-on-Month investment status grew in Management Company rankings for India
and remained its best option for the following reasons:

Strong industrial infrastructure.
Business-friendly policies.

Appropriate land use mechanism.
Excellent port connectivity.
Investor-friendly governance.
Well-developed manufacturing ecosystem.
Robust logistics network.

Proactive industrial reforms.

Previous Year Questions (PYQs) on NITI Aayog

Exam Year Question Answer

UPSC 201  With reference to the National Institution for C. Both A and B
Prelims 8 Transforming India (NITI Aayog), which of
the following statements is/are correct?

A. It is an advisory body.

B. Its members include the Chief Ministers of all
States.

C.Both Aand B

D. Neither A nor B
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NITI Aayog was established to replace which B. Planning

of the following institutions?

A. Finance Commission

B. Planning Commission

C. National Development Council
D. Inter-State Council

Who is the Chairperson of NITI Aayog?

A. President of India
B. Vice President of India
C. Prime Minister of India
D. Finance Minister

NITI Aayog came into existence on:

A. 15 August 2014
B. 1 January 2015
C. 26 January 2015
D. 2 October 2015

NITI Aayog replaced which of the following
institutions?

A. Finance Commission
B. Planning Commission
C. Election Commission
D. GST Council

Where is the headquarters of NITI Aayog
located?

A. Mumbai

B. Hyderabad
C. New Delhi
D. Bengaluru

Which institution promotes Cooperative and

Competitive Federalism in India?

A. Finance Commission
B. Election Commission
C. NITI Aayog

D. RBI

Commission

C. Prime Minister of

India

B. 1 January 2015

B. Planning
Commission

C. New Delhi

C. NITI Aayog
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NDA 202 What is the full form of NITI? B. National Institution
2 for Transforming India
A. National Institute for Technology and

Innovation

B. National Institution for Transforming India

C. National Initiative for Trade and Investment
D. National Information and Technology Institute

CDS 202 Which of the following is NOT a function of C. Allocation of Plan
1 NITI Aayog? Funds to States

A. Policy Formulation

B. Cooperative Federalism

C. Allocation of Plan Funds to States
D. Strategic Policy Advice

CAPF 201 NITI Aayog was constituted by: C. Union Cabinet
(AC) 9 Resolution

A. Constitutional Amendment

B. Act of Parliament

C. Union Cabinet Resolution

D. Presidential Ordinance

Conclusion on Gujarat Tops NITI Aayog Investment Index

The NITI Aayog Investment Rankings 2026 are a promising move towards imparting more
transparency and competition through the principles of Federalism and data-driven assessment
in India's investment ecosystem. The rankings support policies and behavioural changes in
governance, infrastructure and implementation by acknowledging states which have established
an enabling business environment. Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu are proven to be the
emerging champions owing to their strong industrial base and investor-friendly policies. It is
believed that this index will act as a strong lure to attract investment inflows to the country, ease
business activities and contribute towards the sustainable economic growth of India.

NITI Aayog Investment Rankings 2026 FAQs

Q1. What are the NITI Aayog Investment Rankings 20267

Ans. They are India's first Investment Friendliness Index (IFl) rankings, assessing the
investment ecosystem of States and Union Territories.

Q2. Which state topped the NITI Aayog Investment Rankings 20267
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Ans. Gujarat secured the first position, followed by Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.

Q3. Which organisation released the Investment Friendliness Index 20267?

Ans. The index was released by NITI Aayog.

Q4. What is the objective of the Investment Friendliness Index?

Ans. It aims to promote competitive federalism, improve the ease of doing business, attract
investments, and encourage policy reforms.

Q5. Which state topped the Hilly and North-Eastern States category?

Ans. Uttarakhand ranked first in the Hilly and North-Eastern States category.

Government Adds Iron Ore to Core
Sector Index, Expanding It to Nine
Industries

Government

Adds Iron Ore

to Core Sector Index,

Expanding It to =&
Nine Industries |5

e

The Government's move of including Iron ore in the list of indices of core industries is a major
reform in the industrial statistics of India. Government of India announced adding the iron ore
industry as one of the core industries to the Index of Core Industries (ICl), which is now
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observed in nine industries instead of eight industries. The new base period of 2022-23 for the
revised index will give a more realistic indication of industrial output and the various shares of
the mining industry. Iron ore is the key input for rising steel production, so it should be improving
measures of industrial activity and providing stronger foundations for policy-making using
evidence.

Why in News?

The Government of India declared to add Iron Ore to the Core Sector Index, raising the number
of industries from eight to nine in the Core Sector Index. The new revised series has been given
a new base period as 2022-23 and would portray the modified current industrial structure and
the industrial production of the economy of India.

Key Highlights of Government Adds Iron Ore to Core Sector Index

e The government has increased the number of industries in the Core Sector Index from 8
to 9.
Iron ore is added as the 9th core industry.
The current Index of Core Industries (ICl) has taken 2022—-23 as the base year.
The mining industry has emerged as a key contributor to the industrial economy of India,
and accordingly, it has been included.
The key raw material for the steel industry is iron ore.
It's a new version of the index that makes things as accurate as possible when it comes
to measuring an industry's growth.

e The new series will help to enhance the compilation of the Index of Industrial Production
(1P).

e The reform facilitates development of data-based economic planning and policy making.

List of Nine Core Industries

Core Industry Weight in ICI (%)
Refinery Products 25.33
Electricity 19.85
Steel 17.92
Coal 10.33

Iron Ore (Newly Added) 7.55
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Major Iron Ore Producing States in India

State

Odisha

Chhattisgarh

Karnataka

Jharkhand

Goa

Maharashtra

Andhra

Pradesh

Rajasthan

Tamil Nadu

Madhya
Pradesh

Major Mining
Areas/Districts

Keonjhar, Sundargarh,
Mayurbhanj, Jajpur

Bailadila (Dantewada),

Durg, Kanker

Ballari (Bellary),
Chitradurga, Tumakuru

Noamundi, Gua (West

Singhbhum)

North Goa, South Goa

Gadchiroli, Chandrapur

Anantapur, Kurnool

Jaipur, Udaipur, Bhilwara

Salem, Tiruvannamalai,

Tiruchirappalli

Jabalpur, Balaghat

Major Ore
Type

Hematite

Hematite

Hematite &
Magnetite

Hematite
Low-grade
Hematite
Hematite
Magnetite &
Hematite
Magnetite

Magnetite

Hematite

Key Fact

Largest producer of iron ore
in India

Bailadila has some of Asia's
richest high-grade iron ore
deposits

Major iron ore producer in South
India

Home to Noamundi, one of
India's oldest iron ore mines

Major exporter of iron ore
through Mormugao Port

Important producer in central
India

Significant reserves of both ore
types

Limited but economically
important deposits

Known for magnetite reserves

Moderate iron ore reserves
used by local steel industries
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PYQs on Core Sector Industries

Exam

UPSC
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Year

201

201

202

202

Question

Which one of the following minerals is the
chief raw material for the iron and steel
industry?

A. Bauxite
B. Copper
C. Iron Ore
D. Manganese

Magnetite is considered a better quality
iron ore than hematite because:

A. It contains less iron

B. It contains a higher percentage of iron
C. Itis found only in plains

D. It is used only for exports

Which state is the largest producer of iron
ore in India?

A. Karnataka
B. Odisha

C. Chhattisgarh
D. Goa

Bailadila Iron Ore Mines are located in
which state?

A. Odisha

B. Karnataka
C. Chhattisgarh
D. Jharkhand
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Answer

C. Iron Ore

B. It contains a higher
percentage of iron

B. Odisha

C. Chhattisgarh
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Noamundi Iron Ore Mine is situated in:

A. Odisha

B. Jharkhand
C. Goa

D. Maharashtra

Hematite is an ore of:

A. Aluminium
B. Copper
C. Iron

D. Zinc

Which iron ore has the highest iron
content?

A. Limonite
B. Siderite
C. Hematite
D. Magnetite

Which of the following states is famous for
the Bailadila iron ore range?

A. Odisha

B. Karnataka
C. Chhattisgarh
D. Goa

India's richest deposits of hematite iron
ore are mainly found in:

A. Indo-Gangetic Plains
B. Peninsular Plateau
C. Western Himalayas
D. Thar Desert

Which one of the following is NOT an iron
ore?

A. Hematite
B. Magnetite
C. Limonite
D. Bauxite

Current Affairs Capsule for 18 July 2026

B. Jharkhand

C.lIron

D. Magnetite

C. Chhattisgarh

B. Peninsular Plateau

D. Bauxite
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Conclusion on Government Updates Core Sector Index

The government's move to take the Iron Ore industry on board the Core Sector Index is a
significant reform in the industrial statistical framework of India. The Government also seeks to
enhance the timeliness and reliability of industrial production data by introducing the group of
nine core industries as compared to eight, and by changing the base year from 2011-12 to
2022-23. The new section on iron ore reflects an emerging trend of mining and steel generation
in India and will constitute an invaluable help for policy decision making, investments and
economic studies.

Iron Ore Included in India’s Core Sector Index FAQs

Q1. Which new industry has been added to the Core Sector Index?

Ans. Iron Ore has been added as the ninth core industry.

Q2. How many industries are now included in the Core Sector Index?
Ans. The Core Sector Index now includes nine industries.

Q3. What is the new base year of the revised Core Sector Index?

Ans. The revised series uses 2022-23 as the base year.

Q4. Which organization releases the Index of Core Industries?

Ans. The Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA) under the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry releases the Index of Core Industries.

Q5. Why is Iron Ore important for the Core Sector Index?
Ans. Iron ore is the primary raw material for steel production and plays a crucial role in industrial

growth, infrastructure development, and manufacturing, making its inclusion important for
accurately measuring India's industrial performance.

HINDI
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