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Who is Anil Menon, the First
Malayali-Origin NASA Astronaut to
Travel to Space?

Anil Menon,

the First Malayah-Ongm

NASA Astronaut >

to Travel to Space

Dr Anil Menon is an Indian-born NASA Astronaut, Emergency Medicine physician, Aerospace
medicine specialist, engineer and Colonel in the U.S. Space Force. In July 2026, he made
history as the first NASA astronaut of Malayali background to go into space when he launched
into the Soyuz MS-29 spacecraft on an approximate 8-month mission to the International Space
Station (ISS). Menon has been active in NASA and SpaceX human spaceflight initiatives since
his birth in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to an Indian/Kerala father and a Ukrainian mother. Before
becoming an astronaut, he was SpaceX's first Flight Surgeon and flew on several ISS missions.
His life journey is a testament to excellence in medicine, engineering, military service and space
exploration.

Key Highlights of Anil Menon's First Space Mission

Full name(s): Dr Anil Menon Samoilenko

Nationality: American (Indian-origin)

Indian Heritage: Father is a Malayali Indian (Kerala).

Occupations: Aerospace Medicine Specialist, Emergency Physician, NASA Astronaut
Hobbies: Coins and Handguns

First Malayali astronaut in space — historic achievement
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Spacecraft: Soyuz MS-29

Launch Date: 14 July 2026

This is a launch from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.

Trip Time: Approx 8 months.

Mission Goals: Scientific investigations and technology demonstrations, human health
studies in microgravity.

Early Life and Education

Dr Anil Menon hails from Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA and grew up there. His parents are from
Ukraine, and he is descended from a father from Kerala, India. He attended Saint Paul
Academy and went on to attend some of the world's premier schools.

His academic qualifications include

Bachelor's degree in Neurobiology from Harvard University

Mechanical Engineering Master's degree from Stanford University.

A Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree holds you in high esteem at Stanford Medical School.
This is a residency program in Paris, France. This is an EM residency in Paris, France.
Conducted an Aerospace Medicine Residency.Completed an Aerospace Medicine
Residency.

Katie is a Master of Public Health (MPH) graduate of the University of Texas Medical
Branch. Katie has a Master of Public Health (MPH) degree from the University of Texas
Medical Branch (UTMB).

His ingenious marriage of engineering, medicine and aerospace knowledge paved the
way to his career in human spaceflight.

Career Before Becoming a NASA Astronaut

Before his enroliment in NASA Astronaut Training, Dr Menon had a distinguished career in the
fields of medicine, military service and commercial spaceflight.

The key career achievements are

Emergency medicine physician

NASA flight surgeon on board the International Space Station missions

SpaceX's first Flight Surgeon

Medical officer aboard NASA's crewed mission to the International Space Station, “Crew
Demo-2”

Built up medical systems for manned spaceflight.

Responsibility in human rights and humanitarian disaster relief activities in Haiti and
Nepal
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Helped on mountaineering rescue expeditions to Everest, Nepal
Sgt. Radioactive Turner served as a U.S. Air Force medical officer and was
subsequently a U.S. Space Force medical officer.

are Ashok Kumar Menon's Achievements important?

In-office deconstructing is important because:

He was the first Malayali to go to space in NASA.

He is the symbol of the increasing participation of the Indian community in space
missions around the world.

He has a cross-disciplinary background covering engineering, medicine, military and
aerospace science.

He backs efforts to boost cooperation between countries on board ISS.

Serves as an inspirational role model for students interested in STEM, space and
medical careers.

Awards and Contributions

During

his medical and aerospace profession, Dr Menon has had many recognitions for his

contributions:

NASA Group Achievement Award

Air Force Commendation Medal, World War I1.

Theodore Lyster Award

Stanford Emergency Medicine Awards

SpaceX recognition for contributions to human spaceflight

Several scientific publications in emergency medicine and space medicine.

Space Exploration PYQs

Exam Year Question Options Answer
UPSC 202 Who was the first human  (A) Yuri Gagarin(B) Neil (A) Yuri
Prelims 4 to travel into space? Armstrong(C) Alan Gagarin

SSC
CGL

Shepard(D) John Glenn

202 Who became the first (A) Buzz Aldrin(B) Yuri (C) Neil
3 person to walk on the Gagarin(C) Neil Armstrong
Moon? Armstrong(D) Michael

Collins
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Who was the first Indian
to travel into space?

Which was the first Indian
mission to successfully
land near the Moon's
south pole?

Which organisation is
responsible for India's
human spaceflight mission
Gaganyaan?

The International Space
Station (ISS) primarily
orbits:

Which country launched
the first artificial satellite,
Sputnik 1, in 19577

Who was the first woman
in space?

Who was the first
Indian-born woman to
travel into space?

India's first solar
observation mission is:

(A) Rakesh Sharma(B)
Kalpana Chawla(C) Sunita
Williams(D) Ravish
Malhotra

(A) Chandrayaan-1(B)
Chandrayaan-2(C)
Chandrayaan-3(D)
Aditya-L1

(A) DRDO(B) ISRO(C)
IN-SPACe(D) HAL

(A) The Moon(B) Earth(C)
Mars(D) Venus

(A) United States(B) Soviet
Union (USSR)(C) China(D)
France

(A) Sally Ride(B) Valentina
Tereshkova(C) Sunita
Williams(D) Kalpana
Chawla

(A) Sunita Williams(B)
Kalpana Chawla(C) Sirisha
Bandla(D) Ritu Karidhal

(A) Chandrayaan-2(B)
Mangalyaan(C)
Aditya-L1(D)

Conclusion on Anil Menon NASA Mission

(A) Rakesh
Sharma

(C)
Chandrayaan-3

(B) ISRO

(B) Earth

(B) Soviet
Union (USSR)

(B) Valentina
Tereshkova

(B) Kalpana
Chawla

The first spaceflight by Dr Anil Menon is a historic achievement for NASA and the Indian
community worldwide. His flight is just the latest in a decades-long tradition of medicine,
engineering, military, and human space exploration, put into practice by the first Malayali in
space. His space duties on the International Space Station (ISS) will be instrumental in
generating important scientific knowledge, as well as inspiring the next generation of career
scientists, technologists, engineers and space researchers.
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Anil Menon, the First Malayali-Origin NASA Astronaut FAQs

Who is Anil Menon?

Anil Menon is an Indian-origin NASA astronaut, emergency physician, aerospace medicine
specialist, engineer, and Colonel in the U.S. Space Force.

Why is Anil Menon in the news?

He became the first NASA astronaut of Malayali descent to travel to space after launching to the
International Space Station aboard Soyuz MS-29 in July 2026.

Which mission is Anil Menon part of?
He is serving on NASA's Expedition 74/75 mission to the International Space Station.

What was Anil Menon's role before becoming a NASA astronaut?

Before joining NASA's astronaut corps, he served as NASA's flight surgeon and SpaceX's first
Flight Surgeon.

What is Anil Menon's connection to India?

His father is from Kerala, making him Malayali and Indian in origin.



Current Affairs Capsule for 15 July 2026
(cLASS24)

India’s Imports from China Hit Record
$80 Billion in First Half of 2026

India’s Imports
from China Hit '

Record $80 )m;

in First Half of 2026

Despite current geopolitical tensions, trade with China continues to be a promising avenue for
India, with the value of its imports reaching a record US$80 billion in the first half (January-June)
of 2026. It was only fueled by the increasing demand for electronics, machines, industrial
equipment, chemicals, pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs), solar modules and parts for
manufacturing. The trade deficit with China also expanded at a time when imports were on an
incredible uptrend, raising concerns about India's import dependence and focus on
strengthening domestic manufacturing under Make in India and the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) Scheme.

Why in News?

In the first half of 2026 (January-June), India imported an all-time high amount of USD 80 billion
from China. The growth was boosted by the rising demand for electronic equipment, machinery,
industrial equipment, active pharmaceutical ingredients and intermediates (APIs), chemicals
and solar products. It is this sudden increase that has increased India's trade deficit with China
and brought the topic of India's dependence on China back to the forefront, especially regarding
the slogans 'Make in India', 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' and 'Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme'. Despite some suspicions and worries to the contrary, the development shows how
increasingly interdependent the two nations have become economically, despite the current
tension.
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Why Have India's Imports from China Increased?

However, there are several reasons for this steep increase in imports:

Favourable outlook for leading electronics component applications such as smartphones
and consumer electronics.

Expanding imports of equipment and construction.

Growing reliance on APIls from China for the manufacturing of medicines.

Expanding PV market with imported modules from abroad.

An increase in auto and electric vehicle production.

Chinese manufacturers' competitive pricing principles and large-scale production
capability.

Key Highlights of India-China Trade in 2026

The total imports from China in January-June 2026 were recorded at the highest level of
US$80 billion.

China continued as India's top source for imports.

Consumer electronics and electrical equipment. Carry electrical and electronic items.
Grasping aspects of machinery and industrial equipment.

Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs)

Chemicals and fertilisers

Also known as photovoltaic cells and modules.

Automobile components

The country still exports less to China than it imports.

The population of 10.0 billion euros in bilateral trade was further restricted by an
increase in the trade gap with China.

The rise in imports has been due to rising demand in the manufacturing and
infrastructure sectors from India.

The government is still striving to make India self-reliant through schemes like Make in
India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, and PLI schemes.

Major Iltems Imported from China

India imports a wide range of products from China, including:

Electrical machinery/electronic components

Telecom equipment

Industrial machinery

Active ingredients, pesticides, and other chemicals or speciality chemicals.
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e All medicines used in the production of drugs are referred to as pharmaceutical raw
materials (APIs).

Solar photovoltaic modules

Consumer goods

Automobile parts

Engineering goods

Plastic products

Conclusion on India-China Trade 2026

During the first half of 2026, India recorded US$80 billion in imports from China; both countries
are woven into each other's destiny. These imports are to further help India's manufacturing,
infrastructure and renewable energy sector, but are increasing the trade deficit and heightening
fears over import dependence. From here on, the various initiatives like Make in India,
Atmanirbhar Bharat and PLI Scheme will be pivotal in making Indian production more
competitive globally by ensuring greater value-addition domestically and expanding supply
chains.

India’s Imports from China Soar FAQs

Why are India's imports from China increasing?

Imports have increased due to higher demand for electronics, machinery, APls, chemicals, solar
equipment, and industrial components required by India's manufacturing sector.

What was the value of India's imports from China in the first half of 20267
India's imports from China reached a record US$80 billion during January—June 2026.

Which products does India import the most from China?

Major imports include electronics, machinery, electrical equipment, APIs, chemicals, solar
modules, automobile components, and engineering goods.

Why is India's trade deficit with China increasing?

Imports from China are significantly higher than India's exports, leading to a widening trade
deficit.

Which government initiatives aim to reduce dependence on Chinese
imports?
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Key initiatives include Make in India, Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme, semiconductor manufacturing initiatives, and domestic API production
programs.

India’s Inaugural Services Production
Index Shows Double-Digit Growth in 14
Sectors

India's
Inaugural

Services
Production IndeXx

Shows

Double-Digit |

Growthin1ld4
Sectors 2

The recently implemented high-frequency economic indicator, which has been created to track
India's Services Production Index (SPI), provides the look and feel of services performance in
India. The first SPI was released on December 20 by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), which recorded double-digit growth in 14 top service sectors,
confirming a resilient and quickly-growing service-driven economy for India. The index is a
timely measure of sectors like information technology, finance, transport, healthcare, hospitality,
and education. The SPI is anticipated to enhance economic monitoring and policymaking,
contribute towards improving GDP estimation and investment planning, etc., while also
bolstering India's statistical framework; the services sector accounts for more than 50% of
India's Gross Value Added (GVA).
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Why in News?

Services Production Index (SPI), India has a new high-frequency economic indicator against
which to gauge the performance of its services sector: SPI. The MoSPI combines hundreds of
thousands of statistics in one detail, and reports monthly as part of its overall estimate system
alongside GDP estimates with proper reporting on quarterly outputs too. Data released in early
October exhibited strong growth in 14 of the nation's largest service sectors, including
information technology, financial services, transportation, hospitality, healthcare, education and
professional services. The SPI is expected to enhance the measurement of India's services
economy, enable evidence-driven policy response and provide timely information on one of the
largest sectors contributing to India's GSDP from output (contribution to GDP) and employment
points of view.

India's Inaugural Services Production Index (SPI)

India has launched the Services Production Index (SPI) to ensure more comprehensive and
timely data of the services sector in India. Like that of manufacturing for the Index of Industrial
Production (1IP), the SPI is designed to provide a clearer picture of changes in service-sector
output over short periods, thereby assisting policymakers, businesses and investors in better
grasping economic activity. Given that the services sector provides more than 50% of the
country's Gross Value Added (GVA), and continues to be a major employment generator, the
introduction of the SPI is an important step towards improving India's economic statistics.

Key Highlights of the Services Production Index (SPI)

Source: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI)

Objective: To estimate the performance and output growth of India's tertiary sector.
First high-frequency Services Production Index in India.

In the first release, a total of 14 service sectors had double-digit growth.

It supplements other available economic indicators like 1IP(Index of Industrial
Production).

This indicator offers timely information on the condition of the services economy.
Assists in better GDP estimation and economic forecasting.

Facilitates evidence-based policy formulation and business decision-making.

What is the Services Production Index?

Services Production Index (SPI)The Services sectored SPI: the services production index, is a
statistical indicator that measures how much the output and production of some service industry
has changed over time. It works on the same lines as the Index of Industrial Production (lIP) but
only for services.
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The index aims to

Measure short-term growth in services.
Track sector-wise economic performance.
Improve monitoring of business cycles.
Strengthen national income estimation.
Support investment and policy decisions.

Major Sectors Covered Under SPI

Financial and Banking Services
Insurance

Transport and Logistics

Warehousing

Hotels and Restaurants

Tourism

Healthcare Services

Education Services

Professional and Technical Services
Real Estate Services

Communication Services
Administrative and Business Support Services
Entertainment and Recreation Services

Significance of the Services Sector in India

The services sector is one of the biggest contributors to the Indian economy, and that is
why:

Accounts for over 50 % of India's Gross Value Added (GVA).

Contributes to a large percentage of GDP growth.

Jobs across urban and rural areas

Creates large national and foreign investments

Brings exports due to IT and practically everything else in business.

That becomes the force for innovation, digital transformation and entrepreneurship.
Advantages of the Services Production Index

SPI approach has multiple benefits

Assigns a reliability or timeliness score for economic data.

Allows for more accurate tracking of growth by sector.

Improves macroeconomic planning.

Enables the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and policymakers to monitor economic trends.
Assists businesses in investment planning.

Enhances transparency in economic statistics.
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e Bringing India statistical regime in line with international best practices

Conclusion on First Index of Services Production

The introduction of the Services Production Index (SPI) is a big step forward to assess the
rapidly expanding services economy in India. SPI will enhance economic analysis, strengthen
policymaking and sustain growth by delivering reliable data from across service sectors on a

timely basis. A more service-driven Indian economy makes it all the more crucial for the index to
monitor economic performance and guide future strategies over time.

India Introduces Services Production Index FAQs

What is the Services Production Index (SPI)?

The Services Production Index (SPI) is a new economic indicator that measures changes in the
output of India's services sector over time.

Which ministry launched the SPI?

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) launched India's first
Services Production Index.

Why is the Services Production Index important?

It provides timely data on the services sector, improves GDP estimation, supports policymaking,
and helps monitor economic growth.

How many sectors recorded double-digit growth in the inaugural SPI?

According to the inaugural release, 14 service sectors registered double-digit growth.

How is the SPI different from the Index of Industrial Production (lIP)?

The SPI measures the performance of the services sector, whereas the IIP measures
industrial and manufacturing output.

HINDI
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