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Ganguly, Kevin Pietersen and Anjum
Chopra Honoured

—ICC—
HALL OF FAME
2026

SOURAV GANGULY,
KEVIN PIETERSEN AND
ANJUM CHOPRA

HONOURED

Sourav Ganguly (India), Kevin Pietersen (England) and Anjum Chopra (India) are three such
names prominently remembered by the ICC Hall of Fame 2026. These former cricketers were
recognised by the International Cricket Council (ICC) for their outstanding achievements,
leadership and contribution to the development of international cricket. Their induction not only
reflects their own cricketing success but also their impact on the next generation of cricketers.
The ICC Hall of Fame is regarded as one of the greatest accolades in world cricket and is given
to players who have had a major impact on the sport.

Why in News?

The International Cricket Council (ICC) announced the ICC Hall of Fame 2026 inductees,
adding Sourav Ganguly, Kevin Pietersen, and Anjum Chopra to its prestigious list of cricket
legends. Their remarkable international careers and lasting legacy in the sport are recognised in
the announcement. Ganguly is remembered for his fearless leadership in Indian cricket,
Pietersen for the way he played aggressive cricket in England and Chopra for being the pioneer
in women's cricket in India.
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ICC Hall of Fame 2026: Key Highlights

Particular Details
Event ICC Hall of Fame 2026
Organised By International Cricket Council (ICC)
New Inductees Sourav Ganguly, Kevin Pietersen, Anjum Chopra
Countries India and England
Represented
Established 2009
Objective To honour legendary cricketers for their outstanding contribution to

international cricket

What is the ICC Hall of Fame?

ICC Hall of Fame is one of the prestigious awards launched by the International Cricket Council
(ICC) in 2009 to honour retired cricketers who have contributed to international cricket in
exceptional ways. It honours the achievements of players, their leadership, sportsmanship and
influence that have made a lasting impact on the game.

Objectives of the ICC Hall of Fame

e Respect great cricketers for their career accomplishments.

Preserve the rich history and heritage of international cricket.

Motivate young cricketers from all over the world.

Appreciate good batting, bowling, captaincy and sportsmanship.

Honour those who have helped to spread the game of cricket throughout the world.

About Sourav Ganguly

Sourav Ganguly is considered one of the best cricket captains of India. He is popularly known
as "Dada" and had a significant role in shaping the mindset of Indian cricket, fostering the
development of a team that is not just fearless, but also competitive in the field of international
cricket. His leadership was responsible for one of the best periods in Indian cricket history.

Key Achievements

e Former India men's cricket team captain.

e Guided India to the ICC 2003 World Cup Final.
e Ran over 18 thousand runs in total overseas.
e Played over 400 international matches.
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e Worked under him to groom several future stars like MS Dhoni, Yuvraj Singh, Virender
Sehwag, Harbhajan Singh and Zaheer Khan.
e After retiring, served as the President of the BCCI.

About Kevin Pietersen

Kevin Pietersen is considered one of England's all-time greats. He was one of the most
entertaining bowlers of his time, due to his fearless batting style, innovative stroke play and
ability to perform under pressure.

Key Achievements

Chipped in a hat-trick of 13,000 international runs.

Was instrumental in England's triumph in the ICC World T20 Championship in 2010.
One of the best run scorers in Test cricket in England.

Bowled with a match-winning performance in the Ashes series.

About Anjum Chopra

Anjum Chopra is one of the trailblazers in Indian women's cricket. She was also a former
captain of the Indian women's cricket team, which helped promote women's cricket, which was
not widely followed at that time. Later on, she became a well-known cricket commentator and
writer.

Key Achievements

A former Indian Women's Cricket Team captain.

She is one of the first Indian women to finish 100 Women's One-Day Internationals
(ODl's).

Has received the Arjuna Award.

Popular cricket commentator and sports analyst.

Sparked the new generation of Indian women cricketers.

Previous Indian ICC Hall of Fame Members
Player Year

Bishan Singh Bedi 2009

Sunil Gavaskar 2009

Kapil Dev 2009
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Anil Kumble 2015
Rahul Dravid 2018
Sachin Tendulkar 2019
Vinoo Mankad 2021
Diana Edulji 2023
Virender Sehwag 2023
Neetu David 2025
MS Dhoni 2025
Sourav Ganguly 2026

Anjum Chopra 2026

Conclusion on ICC Hall of Fame 2026

These are well-deserved additions to the ICC Hall of Fame 2026, with Sourav Ganguly, Kevin
Pietersen, and Anjum Chopra all making significant and exceptional contributions to the game.
They have inspired millions of fans and aspiring cricketers all over the world with their
achievements. The ICC's acknowledgement of these legends helps to ensure that cricket's
glorious history is not lost and that people who have worked hard, led the way and excelled in
the sport are celebrated.

ICC Hall of Fame 2026 FAQs

Q1. Who has been inducted into the ICC Hall of Fame 20267

Answer: The ICC Hall of Fame 2026 includes Sourav Ganguly (India), Kevin Pietersen
(England), and Anjum Chopra (India) in recognition of their outstanding contributions to
international cricket.

Q2. What is the ICC Hall of Fame?

Answer: The ICC Hall of Fame is a prestigious honour established by the International
Cricket Council (ICC) in 2009 to recognise retired cricketers who have made exceptional
contributions to the sport.

Q3. Why was Sourav Ganguly inducted into the ICC Hall of Fame 20267
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Answer: Sourav Ganguly was inducted for his remarkable international career, successful
leadership as India's captain, and his role in transforming Indian cricket into a strong overseas
competitor.

Q4. Why is Anjum Chopra's induction significant?

Answer: Anjum Chopra's induction recognises her pioneering role in Indian women's cricket.
She captained the Indian women's team, played over 100 Women's ODIs, and inspired future
generations of women cricketers.

Q5. What were Kevin Pietersen’s major achievements in international
cricket?

Answer: Kevin Pietersen scored over 13,000 international runs, played a key role in England's
2010 ICC Men's T20 World Cup victory, and was one of England's most successful modern
batters.

India Reports First-Ever Detection of
Deadly Parrot Bornavirus (PaBV-4)

India Reports
First-Ever Detection of

Deadly

Parrot Bornavirus

Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4) has been first reported in India by researchers as a highly
contagious virus that affects parrots and other psittacine birds primarily. A group of Indian
scientists has been able to identify and genetically characterise the virus in captive birds and,
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for the first time, establish that the virus is circulating in the country. The finding is important
because Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD) is a serious neurological and digestive disease
which is frequently fatal in infected birds, caused by the PaBV-4. The discovery has led to worry
among the wildlife conservation community, captive breeding programmes, zoos and the exotic
bird trade in India.

Why in News?

Researchers have identified and genetically characterised the virus in psittacine birds in India,
and it is the first detection in the country. The report was based on a multi-institutional scientific
study and indicates the importance of improving surveillance of diseases among captive bird
populations. PaBV-4 has been described as a major threat to bird conservation and breeding
programmes, as infected birds can be asymptomatic and still spread the disease.

India's First Detection of PaBV-4: Key Highlights

Particular Details
Virus Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4)
First Detected in 2026
India
Virus Type Single-stranded RNA Virus
Virus Family Bornaviridae
Genus Orthobornavirus
Disease Caused Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD)
Affected Birds Parrots, Macaws, Cockatoos, Parakeets, Lovebirds and other

Psittacine birds

Major Concern High mortality in captive birds and risk to conservation programmes

What is Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4)?

The Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4), is an extremely contagious RNA virus that is part of the
Bornaviridae family and Orthobornavirus genus. It primarily affects psittacine birds, such as
parrots, macaws, cockatoos, parakeets, conures and lovebirds.
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It infects the nervous system and digestive tract, causing one of the most severe diseases of
captive parrots throughout the world, called Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD). Infected
birds can look healthy but still be able to spread the virus to other birds.

What is PVDD?What is Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD)?

Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD) is a disease that progresses and can be fatal, resulting
from the infection of the stomach with PaBV-4. It is harmful to the nerves which govern the
digestive system, and sometimes also to the brain and spinal cord.

Symptoms of PDD

Progressive weight loss

Regurgitation or vomiting

The seeds are excreted in the feces without being digested.
Swelling of the bird's glandular stomach (proventriculus)
Coordination and balance problems (ataxia)

Tremors and paralysis

Sudden death in extreme cases

What is the mode of transmission of PaBV-4?

However, the mode of transmission is still under investigation and is thought to be spread via:

Contact with infected birds — Direct or Indirect.

Saliva and nasal secretions.

Bird droppings (faeces)

Food and water that are contaminated

Feather dust

Transmission from infected parents to eggs (possible vertical transmission)

The greatest difficulty is that infected birds can exhibit no symptoms and spread the virus
constantly.

Why is the First Detection in India Important?

This is significant as India's captive population of parrots, aviaries, rescue centres, zoos and
breeding centres is increasing.

Significance

India's first official evidence of PaBV-4 circulation.

e Increases wildlife disease monitoring.

e Conserves endangered parrot species in captivity.

e Supports the One Health approach through enhanced monitoring of animal diseases.
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e Assists veterinary authorities in creating biosecurity plans for bird conservation.

Prevention and Control Measures

No vaccine or antiviral medicine has been approved for use with PaBV-4.

Recommended Measures
e Health screening of all captive birds regularly.
Isolation of suspected and/or infected birds.
Ensure a high level of hygiene in aviaries.
Take advantage of RT-PCR tests for early diagnosis.
Do not interbreed newly imported birds with healthy birds.
Improve disease surveillance at zoos and bird breeding centres.

Cocclusion on First Detection of Parrot Bornavirus-4

India is the first country to detect Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4). This detection was a new
important event in wildlife disease surveillance. The virus is known to infect parrots and birds
closely related to them, but its identification shows the importance of biosecurity, early disease
detection and ongoing monitoring of captive bird populations. This will lead to enhanced
surveillance and conservation of threatened bird species, thereby mitigating the risk of future
outbreaks in India's ornamental aviculture sector.

Deadly Parrot Bornavirus (PaBV-4) FAQs

Q1. What is Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4)?

Answer: PaBV-4 is a highly contagious RNA virus that infects parrots and other psittacine birds,
causing Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD).

Q2. Why is PaBV-4 in the news?

Answer: India has reported its first-ever confirmed detection of Parrot Bornavirus 4 in captive
birds through a scientific study.

Q3. Which birds are affected by PaBV-4?

Answer: The virus mainly affects parrots, macaws, cockatoos, parakeets, conures, and other
psittacine birds.

Q4. What disease does PaBV-4 cause?
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Answer: It causes Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD), a serious neurological and
digestive disease that is often fatal.

Q5. Is there any vaccine available for PaBV-4?

Answer: No. At present, there is no approved vaccine or specific antiviral treatment for
PaBV-4.

India-New Zealand Strategic
Partnership: Defence, Trade and
Security Ties Get Major Boost

India-New Zealand M

Defence, Trade M=
and Securltv Ties

Get Major Boost

India and New Zealand have firmly entrenched their bilateral framework by augmenting
cooperation in key areas including defence, trade and maritime security as well as education,
agriculture and regional connectivity. In two major high-level diplomatic talks, both sides vowed
to advance a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific amid proposals to bolster
strategic and economic cooperation. So the upgraded partnership is a right recognition of
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India— New Zealand relations that play an increasingly important role in ensuring regional
stability, enhancing trade opportunities and supporting sustainable development. The
development is likely to enhance collaboration across sectors and bolster the common
democratic values of both countries.

Why in News?

India and New Zealand have significantly upgraded their Strategic Partnership with new
initiatives to broaden cooperation in defence, trade, security, maritime affairs, education and
people-to-people ties. Enhancing cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, progress on economic
engagement and new opportunities under the proposed FTA framework are also part of the
agreement between India and Australia. The announcement represents an important milestone
in the bilateral ties between the two democracies.

What is India-New Zealand Strategic partnership?

The India-New Zealand Strategic Partnership is a framework to strengthen bilateral cooperation
in political, economic, defence and security, technology and cultural sectors. It aims to facilitate
cooperative growth, bolster regional stability and enhance joint efforts within the global response
framework for issues such as climate change, maritime security and sustainable development.

The cooperation is based on shared democratic principles, adherence to international law and a
mutual vision for a secure Indo-Pacific and a prosperous, free world.

Defence and Security

India and New Zealand agreed to enhance defence cooperation under:
Regular high-level defence dialogues.

Joint military training and exchanges.

Indo-Pacific maritime security cooperation.

Regional security challenges: information-sharing

Humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) cooperation.

Trade and Economic Cooperation
To increase bilateral trade and investment, both countries are working on the following points;

e The turbid open-sea passes from EU waters: Urging a complete Free Trade Agreement
(FTA).

Investing in infrastructure and manufacturing

Strengthening cooperation in digital trade.

Enhancing agricultural and dairy collaboration.

Supporting resilient global supply chains.

Indo-Pacific Cooperation
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India and New Zealand reconfirm their commitment to:

The Indo-Pacific: a free, open, inclusive & rules-based roadmap

Their exercise of freedom of navigation and maritime security.
Settlement of disputes peacefully in accordance with International law.
Regional stability through multilateral cooperation.

Science, Technology and Innovation
Also included in the partnership is collaboration on:

Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Space technology

Digital innovation
Cybersecurity

Research and development
Clean energy technologies

Education and People-to-People Relations

Student exchange programmes.
Academic and research collaboration.
Skill development initiatives.

Tourism and cultural exchanges.

Mobility of professionals and researchers.

Conclusion on India and New Zealand Strategic Partnership

India-New Zealand Strategic Partnership, an important milestone in bilateral ties. Both sides
have agreed to further enhance cooperation in the fields of defence, trade and maritime security,
education and technology, as well as seek greater regional connectivity. Deeper links and
relations with New Zealand would further strengthen Indian engagement in the Indo-Pacific, but
also support wider regional peace, prosperity, and sustainable development while opening new
channels of cooperation in the years ahead.

India and New Zealand Upgrade Ties to Partnership FAQs

Q1. Why is the India-New Zealand Strategic Partnership in the news?

Answer: It is in the news because both countries have announced a major expansion of
cooperation in defence, trade, security, education, and Indo-Pacific affairs.

Q2. What are the main areas of cooperation under the India-New Zealand
Strategic Partnership?
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Answer: The partnership focuses on defence, trade, maritime security, education, technology,
agriculture, clean energy, and people-to-people exchanges.

Q3. What is the significance of the Indo-Pacific in India-New Zealand
relations?

Answer: Both countries support a Free, Open, Inclusive, and Rules-Based Indo-Pacific,
ensuring maritime security, freedom of navigation, and regional stability.

Q4. When were diplomatic relations established between India and New
Zealand?

Answer: India and New Zealand established diplomatic relations in 1952.

Q5. Why is the India-New Zealand Strategic Partnership important for
India?

Answer: It strengthens India's strategic presence in the Indo-Pacific, boosts trade and

investment, enhances defence cooperation, and promotes collaboration in emerging
technologies.

HINDI
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