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Earth Prize 2026: Indian Teenagers Win
for Eco-Friendly Plas-Stick Invention
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Earth Prize 2026 The invention of “Plas-Stick” made headlines worldwide, highlighting India's
innovative efforts in sustainability. Indian teenagers have come up with an amazing alternative
to plastic bags, called ECO-PLASTIC, which is eco-friendly, and it was recognised by the Earth
Prize Platform worldwide. Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick project aims to decrease the amount of
plastic on the planet and provide a practical and biodegradable alternative for daily use. This is
a major milestone in the journey of young innovators towards a better environment.

What is Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick?

The Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick is an innovative eco-material developed by Indian teens to
replace conventional plastic products. It is designed to be sustainable in order to minimise the
environmental impact of single-use plastics. Additionally, the invention is in line with worldwide
sustainability objectives, encouraging recycling, minimising waste, and supporting
biodegradable alternatives. This has led to Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick being mentioned by
environmentalists and teachers globally.

Key Highlights of Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick

e Created by the Audacious Quixotes — Indian teenagers — out of nothing.
e Examines more sustainable plastic materials
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Uses a biodegradable and eco-friendly composition, if available.

Winner in the Earth Prize 2026 international competition

Committed to going above and beyond to significantly reduce plastic pollution
Cost-effective and scalable solution

Complies with the principles of the circular economy

Promotes young people's involvement in environmental innovations

This is because the Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick is not only innovative but also has a
tangible impact on the environment.

How Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick Works

The Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick is constructed of natural and biodegradable materials which will
degrade safely over time. It does not release harmful products to the soil or water like
conventional plastic.

The first step in making a product with this material is to shape, mould and process the raw
organic material into durable stick-like structures. Then, the strength and usability, as well as
decomposition, are tested on these materials. Last, the product is enhanced for everyday
applications such as packaging, household products and educational aids.

In addition, Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick guarantees not to sacrifice performance and remains
environmentally safe.

Development Journey of Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick

The Earth Prize 2026 Plas-Stick story all started with the realisation by a group of Indian
teenagers of the serious issue of plastic pollution in their environment. They were extremely
worried about the negative effects of microplastics on water and soil conditions as well as
human health. So, they decided to develop a sustainable alternative that will be used in daily life
and which will have a beneficial impact on the environment.

Gradually, they would use a range of natural and plant-based substances. Through multiple
tests and scientific research, they were finally able to develop a stable, usable eco-innovation
called Plas-Stick, a tamarind-based solution capable of tackling the problem of microplastic
contamination in water. After mentoring and scientific support (including working with research
institutions), the project was developed into a globally competitive innovation.

Last but not least, the project was highlighted at the international level and the Global Winner for
the breakthrough solution to remove microplastics from water, the team “Plas-Stick” from India,
was declared, which consists of Vivaan Chhawchharia, Ariana Agarwal and Avyana Mehta.
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Earth Prize Winners Timeline Table

Year Winner Country
202 FloodGate USA

4

202 CocoMellow Vietnam

4 (Runner-up)

202 Pebble (Runner-up) UK

4
202 PURA Team Slovakia &
5 Czechia
202 Plas-Stick Team India
6

Conclusion

Innovation

Flood prediction system

Eco-diapers

Green computing system

Water purification (antibiotic removal)

Microplastic removal using tamarind
powder

Earth Prize history reflects growing, youth-driven global environmental innovation. The
competition has continued to foster innovative solutions for sustainability since its inception in
2021, recently winning the groundbreaking Earth Prize with India's Plas-Stick for the 2026
achievement that is currently being set up. The Earth Prize history facts are worthwhile studying
in competitive examinations such as UPSC, SSC and State Examinations in Environment and

Current Affairs, which are relevant for their exams.

FAQs on Earth Prize 2026

1. What is Earth Prize?

It is a global environmental competition for teenagers focused on sustainability.

2. When did Earth Prize start?

It started in 2021.

3. Who organizes Earth Prize?

The Earth Foundation based in Switzerland.

4. What is the age group for Earth Prize?
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Students aged 13-19 years.

5. Why is Earth Prize important?

It promotes environmental innovation and climate solutions.

Odisha Selected for PM Surya Ghar
Excellence Awards for Outstanding
Solar Performance

Odisha Selected for

PM Surya Ghar

Excellence Awards for
Outstandmg Solar Peformance

Odisha has been awarded the PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards for its outstanding
performance in the implementation of rooftop solar energy and the development of clean
energy. The achievement is a testament to the government's initiatives in renewable energy,
sustainable development, and India's move towards an eco-friendlier future. The PM Surya
Ghar Excellence Awards for Outstanding Solar Performance are given to states and
organisations that have advanced their efforts to implement solar initiatives under the PM Surya
Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana (Solar for All) to recognition.

Odisha's achievements in advancing the solar infrastructure, promoting adoption within
households and introducing clean energy solutions are notable, as reflected in its recognition.
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Furthermore, the prize bolsters India's push to meet its renewable energy goals and lessen its
reliance on fossil fuels.

Key Highlights of PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards

Odisha adjudicated as an "exceptional solar energy performer.
A scheme that is linked to the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana.
Promotes adoption of rooftop solar energy.

Encourages sustainable and renewable energy use.

Sustains the goal of the clean energy transition in India.

Helps reduce carbon emissions and electricity costs.

Facilitates energy security and a healthy environment.
Increases community involvement with solar energy initiatives.

What is PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana?

The PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana is a flagship Government of India initiative launched to
encourage rooftop solar installations across the country. The scheme aims to provide affordable
electricity while promoting renewable energy adoption.

Under this PM Surya Ghar scheme

Feature Details

Launch Year 2024

Objective Rooftop solar promotion
Target 1 crore households
Benefit Free electricity up to a specified limit through solar generation

Nodal Ministry  Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

Focus Area Residential rooftop solar systems
PYQs and Exam-Oriented Questions on Solar Energy

Exam Year Question Options Answer
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UPSC 202 Renewable energy  (a) Coal (b) Petroleum (c) Solar (c) Solar Energy
Prelims 3 includes which of Energy (d) Natural Gas
the following?

SSC 202  Solar energy is (a) Wind (b) Water (c) Sun (d) (c) Sun

CGL 2 obtained from Biomass

UPSC 202 Rooftop solar (a) Thermal Energy (b) Electrical  (b) Electrical

Prelims 1 systems primarily Energy (c) Chemical Energy (d) Energy
generate Nuclear Energy

State 202  Which ministry (a) Ministry of Power (b) Ministry  (c) Ministry of

PCS 4 oversees renewable of Coal (c) Ministry of New and New and
energy policies in Renewable Energy (d) Ministry of Renewable
India? Environment Energy

SSC 202  Solar panels convert (a) Electricity (b) Coal (c) Steam  (a) Electricity
CHSL 3 sunlight into (d) Petroleum

PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards: Odisha's Achievement

The State of Odisha has become a leader in promoting Rooftop Solar Projects. The state's
initiative and advances in the energy sector, specifically in regard to renewable energy, have
greatly influenced solar power supply and public awareness thereof.

Some important factors contributing to Odisha's success are as follows:

Quicker solar energy installation approvals.

Greater awareness-raising with citizens concerning the importance of protection.
Improved relationship between State agencies and power companies.

Potentially more efficient provision of subsidy programs.

Highlight the extension of solar energy, both in the urban and rural contexts.
Consequently, Odisha has become a role model for other states and has received
recognition in the PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards for Outstanding Solar
Performance.

Benefits of the PM Surya Ghar Yojana

Help customers save money on their electric bills.
Increased investment in renewables.
Construction jobs in solar industry.

Less reliance on traditional forms of energy.



Current Affairs Capsule for 4 June 2026
(cLAsS24)

Environmental Benefits

Less Green House Gases.

Support for supplying energy supplies using clean energy.
Lower environmental pollution.

To support the climate action targets.

Social Benefits

e Enhanced energy access.
e Enhanced knowledge regarding Renewable Energy.
e Engagement with the community in sustainable projects.

Conclusion on Odisha Wins PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards
2026

The PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards for Outstanding Solar Performance recognise Odisha's
significant contribution to renewable energy development and rooftop solar adoption. Through
effective implementation, public participation, and strong policy support, Odisha has emerged as
a model state in clean energy promotion. The PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards for
Outstanding Solar Performance also highlight the growing importance of solar energy in India's
sustainable development journey. As the country advances toward ambitious renewable energy
targets, Odisha's success story serves as an inspiring example for other states to follow.

PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards FAQs

1. Why was Odisha selected for the PM Surya Ghar Excellence Awards?

Odisha was recognized for its outstanding performance in promoting rooftop solar energy
adoption.

2. What is the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana?
It is a government scheme aimed at promoting rooftop solar installations in households.
3. Which ministry implements the scheme?

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy oversees the scheme.
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4. What is the main objective of the scheme?
To increase rooftop solar capacity and reduce electricity expenses.
5. How many households are targeted under the scheme?

The scheme targets 1 crore households.

India Joins Anthropic’s Advanced Al
Programme to Accelerate Al Innovation
and Research

India Joins Anthropio’s
Advanced Al Programme
to Accelerate Al Innovation
and Research
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Advanced Al Programme: India’s accession to Anthropic's Advanced Al Programme marks a
critical step in strengthening the country’s domestic artificial intelligence (Al) ecosystem. This
partnership will drive progress across four core priority areas: Al innovation, research, skills
development, and the implementation of responsible Al. At present, Al is a core driving force for
global economic growth and technological advancement. The collaboration will provide
advanced Al tools and professional expertise to four categories of stakeholders, including
researchers.

Anthropic’s Advanced Al Programme: Key Highlights

India includes Anthropic in the Advanced Al Programme.

This includes innovation in Al & also advanced research.

Advocates for safe and responsible Al.

Provides support to researchers, winning startups and academic institutions.
Promotes skill development and capacity building in Al

Strengthens India's Al ecosystem.

Provides access to cutting-edge Al models and tools.

Supports India's digital and technology objectives.

What is Anthropic’s Advanced Al Programme?

Anthropic’s Advanced Al Programme is an initiative designed to support research, innovation,
and responsible development of artificial intelligence technologies. The programme provides
participants with access to advanced Al systems, research opportunities, and collaboration
networks.

The initiative focuses on Anthropic’s Advanced Al:

Feature Details

Organization Anthropic

Focus Area  Atrtificial Intelligence Research

Objective Safe and Responsible Al Development
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Participants  Researchers, Institutions, Startups

Benefits Al Tools, Collaboration, Innovation Support

Key Goal Accelerate Al Advancement

Why did India sign up for Anthropic Executable Al Program?

India joins Anthropic's Advanced Al Programme during its current focus on emerging
technologies and innovation.

Key reasons include:

Enhancing Al research infrastructure.
Supporting startups and innovators.
Improving Al education and training.
Encouraging responsible Al practices.
Strengthening international collaboration.
Promoting technological self-reliance.

How India Can Benefit From Anthropic’s Advanced Al Programme

Access to advanced Al models.
Faster innovation cycles.
Enhanced research capabilities.
Improved Al infrastructure.

Economic Benefits

Growth of Al-driven industries.
Increased startup opportunities.
Attraction of global investments.
Creation of high-skilled jobs.

Educational Benefits

e Al training and capacity building.
e Stronger academic research.
e Knowledge sharing and collaboration.
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Governance Benefits

e Development of ethical Al frameworks.
e Promotion of responsible Al adoption.
e Improved policymaking support.

PYQs Related to Artificial Intelligence

Exam Name Year Questio Option Answer

n s
UPSC 202 Who is known as the (a) Alan Turing (b) John (b) John
Prelims 2 Father of Artificial McCarthy (c) Marvin Minsky McCarthy
Intelligence? (d) Geoffrey Hinton
SSC 202  The term "Artificial Intelligence" was (a) 1945 (b) 1950 (c) (c)
CGL 1 coined in which year? 1956 (d) 1965 1956
State 202 Which event is considered (a) Geneva Summit (b) (b) Dartmouth
PCS 3 the birthplace of Artificial Dartmouth Workshop (c) Paris ~ Workshop
Intelligence? Conference (d) Silicon Valley
Forum
SSC 202 Who organized the (a) Alan Turing (b) John (b) John
CHSL 2 Dartmouth Workshop that McCarthy (c) Bill Gates (d) McCarthy
formally introduced Al? Tim Berners-Lee
UPSC 202  Which chatbot is regarded as the (a) Claude (b) ChatGPT (c)
2 world's first Al chatbot? (c) ELIZA (d) Siri ELIZA
SSC 202 ELIZA was (a) Geoffrey Hinton (b) John (c) Joseph
5 developed by McCarthy (c) Joseph Weizenbaum  Weizenbaum
whom? (d) Yann LeCun

Banking 202  Which country currently ranks firstin Al (a) China (b) India (¢) (c)
Exam 4 development globally? USA (d) Japan USA
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State 202  Which country ranks second globally (a) India (b) China (c) (b)
PCS 1 in Al development after the USA? Germany (d) South Korea China
UPSC 202 India's rank in the Stanford Global Al (a) 1st (b) 2nd (c) (c)
0 Vibrancy Index 2025 is: 3rd (d) 5th 3rd

SSC 202 India ranks behind which two (a) USA and China (b) China (a) USA
CcGL 3 countries in the Stanford Global and Japan (c) USA and and
Al Vibrancy Index? Germany (d) UK and China China

Conclusion on Anthropic Selects India for Its Advanced Al
Programme

Anthropic's initiative tests an advanced Al program in what is one of the key steps to India
becoming a global Al powerhouse. India gets opportunities for better research, innovation and
startup growth along with responsible artificial intelligence development by joining Anthropic's
Advanced Al Programme. By the way, synergy is in line with national goals for digitalisation and
high technologies. Anthropic is Here to Help You Build 21st-Century Al: As the world economy
and culture continues its transformation by artificial intelligence, Anthropic’s Advanced Al
Programme support India in building a strong, value-based and globally competitive Al
ecosystem for the future.

FAQs

1. What is Anthropic’s Advanced Al Programme?

It is an initiative that supports advanced Al research, innovation, and responsible Al
development.

2. Why has India joined the programme?
India joined to strengthen Al research, innovation, and technological capabilities.

3. What are the benefits for researchers?

Researchers gain access to advanced Al tools, resources, and collaboration opportunities.
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4. How does the programme support startups?

It provides access to cutting-edge Al technologies and innovation networks.

5. What is responsible Al?

Responsible Al focuses on ethical, safe, transparent, and trustworthy Al systems.
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