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GPS-Tagged White-rumped Vulture Dies
iIn Tragic Power Line Accident Near
Ooty

GPS-Tagged
White-rumped Vulture 8

Dies in Tragic
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The death of a White-rumped Vulture is raised to the next level after Prince George Petty hits
the overhead power line and the bird attaches its GPS on, raising fresh concern for the safety of
endangered birds in India's landscapes. The accident happened in the Nilgiri area of Tamil
Nadu, where conservationists had been keeping a close follow-up of the bird using a satellite
tracking system. The sad death underscores one of the single largest dangers that then hang on
vultures even after numerous conservation efforts. Wildlife authorities are convinced that these
incidents have a serious biopharming impact on the conservation efforts, particularly with regard
to endangered species. Furthermore, the incident has highlighted the critical need to reduce
hazards for large soaring birds in power installations.

About the White-rumped Vulture

Feature Details
Common Name White-rumped Vulture

Scientific Name Gyps bengalensis
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Family Accipitridae
Habitat Open forests, grasslands,
villages
Diet Carrion (dead animals)
Distribution Indian Subcontinent

IUCN Status Critically Endangered

Why Was the Bird GPS-Tagged?

e Tangled at an overhead power line caused the death of a crashed GPS-tagged
White-rumped Vulture in the Nilgiris around Ooty. A White-rumped Vulture tagged with
GPS died after making contact with an overhead power line in the Nilgiris near Ooty.
This was a long-term vulture conservation and monitoring programme.

It was first released in Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra, in December 2025,
fitted with a tracking device.

e |t was taken for rescue and treatment in Karnataka and later moved to Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve in April 2026.

The Forest staff retrieved the carcass using the GPS and post-mortemed it.
The Forest Department, Maharashtra, have been apprised and conservationists have
reiterated the demand for bird-friendly power infrastructure in vulture habitats.

Mobilisation on what happened near Ooty?

The White-rumped Vulture tagged with the GPS was killed while traversing the Nilgiri landscape
and flying into an overhead electricity line near Ooty. The bird was electrocuted when it crashed
and died on the spot.

The location of the carcass was sent via tracking device and retrieved by forest officials and
researchers. As the bird was continuously monitored, conservationists were able to pick up and
quickly locate their final destination. Moreover, the incident just again exemplifies how
human-induced risks to wildlife are not completely abated with cutting-edge tracking technology.

Importance of GPS Tracking in Wildlife Conservation

GPS tracking can help researchers keep tracking wildlife in real-time.
It identifies migration paths, animals' home ranges, and critical habitats for their use.
Using data from GPS, conservationists are able to catch breaches like habitat, poaching
and human-wildlife conflict.

e Tracking devices offer helpful details on feeding, breeding areas, and seasonal
movement.
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e The use of GPS can aid in evidence-based conservation planning and protected area
management.
Assists forest officials in promptly identifying injured or dead animals to act promptly.
Long-term monitoring is useful to support species recovery and long-term tracking.
Research using GPS supports wildlife conservation policies and helps to guide policy
towards protecting threatened species.

Wildlife Conservation PYQs

Exam & Year Question Options Correct
Answer

UPSC CSE In India, the A. Monitoring tiger population and  A. Monitoring
Prelims M-STrIPES system patrolling B. Tracking migratory tiger population
2020 is primarily used birds C. Monitoring elephants D. and patrolling

for: Managing wetlands
UPSC CSE With reference to the Indian Elephant, which of  A. 1 only B. 2 C.
Prelims the following statements is/are correct? 1. It is only C. Both 1 Both 1
2020 listed in Schedule | of the Wildlife (Protection) Act. and 2 D. Neither and 2

2. ltis listed in Appendix | of CITES. 1 nor 2
UPSC CSE The term M-STrIPES is  A. Captive breeding of tigers B. B. Monitoring
Prelims sometimes seen in the Monitoring tiger reserves C. tiger reserves
2017 news in the context of: Elephant census D. Rhino

conservation

UPSC CSE Which one of the following A. Gir National Park B. B. Kaziranga
Prelims National Parks is famous for Kaziranga National Park C.  National Park
2015 the conservation of the Bandipur National Park D.

one-horned rhinoceros? Kanha National Park
UPSC CSE = Which of the following species A. Ganges River Dolphin B. A. Ganges
Prelims is classified as the National Olive Ridley Turtle C. Dugong River
2014 Aquatic Animal of India? D. Saltwater Crocodile Dolphin
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SSC Which of the following is A. Corbett B. B.
CGL the largest tiger reserve  Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam C. Nagarjunsagar-Sri
2023 in India? Ranthambore D. Kanha sailam

SSC CGL The Project Tiger was launched in A. 1969 B. 1973 C. 1976 B.

2022 which year? D. 1980 1973

RRB NTPC Which organisation maintains the Red A. UNEP B. WWF C. C.

2021 List of Threatened Species? IUCN D. UNESCO IUCN

CDS Which Indian state has the largest A. Madhya Pradesh B. A. Madhya

2022 forest cover according to the India  Arunachal Pradesh C. Pradesh
State of Forest Report? Chhattisgarh D. Odisha

CAPF Which Schedule of the Wildlife A. Schedule | B. A.

(AC) (Protection) Act, 1972, provides the Schedule Il C. Schedule Schedule

2021 highest level of legal protection to IV D. Schedule VI |

animals?

Conclusion on GPS-Tagged White-rumped Vulture in Ooty

The GPS-tagged white-rumped vulture, which dies near Ooty, is a potent reminder of the
serious human cause towards endangered wildlife. While GPS technology has aided
tremendously in wildlife monitoring, impacted infrastructure, better conservation planning, and
collaboration between government, scientific, and utility parties are required to ensure safety
and reduce the number of fatalities accidentally occurring. India can increase its efforts to
conserve the remaining White-rumped Vulture population and help sustain its survival by
adopting bird-friendly power systems and increasing conservation efforts.

GPS-Tagged White-rumped Vulture Found Electrocuted (FAQSs)
1. Why did the GPS-tagged White-rumped Vulture die near Ooty?
The bird collided with an overhead power line and was electrocuted, leading to its death.

2. Why was the vulture fitted with a GPS tracker?

Researchers used the GPS tracker to study its movement, habitat use, migration, and survival
patterns.
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3. What is the conservation status of the White-rumped Vulture?

The White-rumped Vulture is classified as Critically Endangered by the IUCN.

4. Why are power lines dangerous for vultures?

Large soaring birds often fail to detect overhead wires while flying, resulting in collisions and
electrocution.

5. What can be done to reduce such accidents?

Installing bird diverters, underground cabling in sensitive areas, habitat protection, and better
coordination between power utilities and wildlife agencies can significantly reduce such
incidents.

DIKSHA Becomes India’s One Nation,
One Digital Platform for School
Education
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India has made huge progress toward digital education with the expansion of DIKSHA One
Nation One Digital Platform as the central digital solution for school education in India. The
project aims to make available quality educational resources equally for students, teachers,
parents and administrators in all states and U.T's. In the era of digital transformation, the
DIKSHA One Nation One Digital Platform promises to significantly bolster the vision of using
technology to promote equitable education.

Key Highlights of DIKSHA

Now, DIKSHA becomes a One Nation One Digital Platform for School Education in India.
Provides support for students, teachers, parents, heads of schools and education
personnel.

Fully supports an array of Indian languages.

Offers QR-coded textbooks in the energised textbooks program.

Provides digital learning materials per state/National educational standards.
Contributes to teacher training and certification courses.

Works offline, as well as online via the mobile application.

Contains elements of artificial intelligence (Al) and personalised learning.

Helps in the implementation of NEP 2020.

Provides fair, quality education for all of India.
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What is DIKSHA One Nation One Digital Platform?

The national digital infrastructure for school education in India is DIKSHA One Nation One
Digital Platform. It's built by the Ministry of Education and offers one place for students,
teachers, schools and education departments to connect with quality education. Interactive
videos along with texts, quizzes, worksheets, assessments, lesson plans, and teacher
professional development courses are offered. In addition, it is multilingual, allowing students
with diverse language backgrounds to all benefit.

Previous Year Questions (PYQs) on Education Policy

Exam Year
UPSC 202
Prelims 0
UPSC 202
Prelims 0
CTET 202

3
CTET 202

2
UGC NET 202
Education 3

Question

The National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 aims
to achieve universal
access to education
from preschool to
secondary level by
which year?

Which policy replaced
the National Policy on
Education, 19867

According to NEP 2020,
the new curricular and
pedagogical structure
is:

Which stage of the NEP
2020 includes children
aged 3-8 years?

NEP 2020 recommends
multidisciplinary
education through
which type of
institutions?

Options

(A) 2025 (B) 2030 (C)
2035 (D) 2040

(A) National Curriculum
Framework 2005 (B)
NEP 2020 (C) RTE Act
2009 (D) Samagra
Shiksha

(A) 10+2 (B) 5+3+3+4
(C) 8+4 (D) 6+3+3

(A) Preparatory (B)
Middle (C) Foundational
(D) Secondary

(A) Single-stream
colleges (B)
Multidisciplinary Higher
Education Institutions
(HEIs) (C) Technical
institutes only (D) Open
schools only

Correct Answer

(B) 2030

(B) NEP 2020

(B) 5+3+3+4

(C) Foundational

(B)
Multidisciplinary
Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs)
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Which mission under
NEP 2020 focuses on
foundational literacy
and numeracy?

Which programme was
launched to improve
foundational literacy
among children?

Which government
initiative provides one
TV channel per class
for students?

Which digital platform
provides QR-code
linked school textbooks
and teacher resources?

Which portal provides
NCERT textbooks in
digital format?

SWAYAM primarily
provides:

Which platform offers
MOOQOCs developed by
Indian universities?

Which ministry
launched the DIKSHA
platform?

Which education
scheme integrates
school education from
pre-primary to Class
XI?

(A) NISHTHA (B) PM
eVIDYA (C) NIPUN
Bharat (D) SWAYAM

(A) Samagra Shiksha (B)

NIPUN Bharat (C)
Mid-Day Meal (D) PM
POSHAN

(A) SWAYAM (B) PM

eVIDYA (C) DIKSHA (D)

ePathshala

(A) SWAYAM (B)

DIKSHA (C) NPTEL (D)

Shagun

(A) ePathshala (B)
DigiLocker (C) UMANG
(D) MyGov

(A) Banking services (B)

Online learning courses

(C) Digital payments (D)

School admissions

(A) DIKSHA (B)
SWAYAM (C) PM
eVIDYA (D) NROER

(A) Ministry of
Electronics & IT (B)

Ministry of Education (C)

Ministry of Skill
Development (D)

Ministry of Information &

Broadcasting

(A) Samagra Shiksha (B)

RMSA (C) SSA (D) PM
SHRI
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(C) NIPUN Bharat

(B) NIPUN Bharat

(B) PM eVIDYA

(B) DIKSHA

(A) ePathshala

(B) Online learning
courses

(B) SWAYAM

(B) Ministry of
Education

(A) Samagra
Shiksha
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UPSC 202 PM SHRI Schools are (A) Promote vocational (B) Develop model
Prelims 3 intended to: education only (B) schools aligned

Develop model schools with NEP 2020
aligned with NEP 2020

(C) Provide scholarships

(D) Promote sports

education only

Conclusion on DIKSHA as One Nation, One Digital Platform

The launch of DIKSHA One Nation One Digital Platform is a major step in the digital education
landscape of India. It enables collaborative access to high-quality teaching and learning
materials and tools from the same platform for all students, including teachers, schools, parent
organisations, and education administrations, rather than requiring separate web domains for
each. Compared with having to integrate high-quality educational resources and tools into
different web domains, it provides a means of connecting all students, parents, education
agencies and administrators on a single national platform. Furthermore, it is a crucial element of
the National Educational Policy 2020 with its capabilities of multilingual support, Al-powered
personalisation, QR code-enabled textbooks and teacher preparation modules. The future of
school education in India looks bright due to the continuous advancement of digital
infrastructure in the country, where DIKSHA One Nation One Digital platform is poised to
become a key force in shaping India's educational landscape.

DIKSHA Unified as India’s One Nation, One Digital Platform
(FAQSs)
1. What is DIKSHA One Nation One Digital Platform?

Itis India's unified national digital platform for school education that provides educational
resources, teacher training, digital textbooks, assessments, and learning materials.

2. Who can use DIKSHA?

Students, teachers, parents, school administrators, education officials, and state education
departments can all use the platform.

3. How does DIKSHA support NEP 20207
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It promotes digital learning, multilingual education, teacher capacity building, competency-based
education, and equitable access to quality educational resources.

4. |s DIKSHA free to use?

Yes. Most educational resources, teacher training courses, and digital textbooks available on
the platform are free.

5. What are QR-enabled textbooks?

These are printed textbooks containing QR codes that connect students to videos, practice
questions, interactive lessons, and additional digital learning resources.

Delhi EV Policy 2026: Electric
Two-Wheelers Mandatory from April
2028

Electric Two-Wheelers

Mandatory from April 2028

Delhi EV Policy 2026 brings in substantial changes and reforms to promote the penetration of
EVs in the National Capital. The move, if implemented, will even see all newly registered
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two-wheelers being proposed to switch to electric by April 2028, which will help cut vehicular
pollution and clean up two-wheelers, a big positive step forward. In addition to promoting the
adoption of electric vehicles, the Delhi EV Policy 2026 emphasises creating charging
infrastructure, employment opportunities, providing financial incentives, and building a robust
EV ecosystem. In this context, Delhi will target becoming one of the best electric mobility
centres and improving urban air quality.

Delhi EV Policy 2026 Highlights

From April 2028, all new registrations will have to be for an electric two-wheeler
Concentration on Lowering Vehicle Emissions and Air Pollution

Expansion of EV charging Infrastructure across Delhi.

Incentives for electric vehicle buyers.

Promotion of battery swapping facilities.

Electric funding for buses and commercial vehicles

Jobs coming up with EV manufacturing and upkeep

Adherence to India's clean energy and climate objectives.

Encouragement of private investment for EV infrastructure

Accelerating the shift to sustainable mobility in Delhi.

What is Delhi EV Policy 20267

The Delhi EV Policy 2026 is the revised electric vehicle policy that the Delhi Government has
introduced to enable large-scale adoption of electric mobility. The policy expands previous EV
programs while setting tougher electric vehicle adoption targets. The policy also seeks to curb
reliance on fossil fuels, enhance air quality and promote an electric vehicle ecosystem spurred
by incentives, charging stations and battery-swapping networks.

Aim of the Delhi EV Policy 2026

The Delhi EV Policy 2026 seeks to establish Delhi as a global capital for electric mobility
through rapid adoption of electric vehicles and creation of an ecosystem to reduce pollution and
build sustainable transport systems. This policy aims to fulfil the following :

Lower vehicular emissions throughout the city to reduce air pollution.
Decrease the adoption and use of electric vehicles (EVs) amongst private and
commercial users.
Reduce GHGs in line with India's climate commitments
Advocating for clean and sustainable transportation as an alternative to fossil
fuel-powered cars.

e Why: Expand access to EV chargers across the country, with both public and private
charging stations.

e Create a reliable ecosystem for battery swapping that greatly expedites and improves
upon the EV experience.
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e Green jobs in EV manufacturing, charging infrastructure, maintenance and battery
technology
Promote sustainable transport solutions for urban mobility,
Freedom from reliance on petrol and diesel, helping to bolster energy security and cut
fuel imports.

e Enhance investment and innovation into the electric mobility sector through favourable
policies & incentives

e Cycle saves lives: Cycle-to-work improves public health by reducing harmful vehicular
emissions and enhancing air quality

e Advance net-zero and clean energy goals in India through zero-emission transport.

Previous Year Questions (PYQs)

Exam Year Question Options Correct Answer
UPSC 202 The FAME India (A) Solar Energy (B) Electric  (B) Electric
Prelims 3 Scheme is primarily Vehicles (C) Biofuels (D) Vehicles

associated with the Hydrogen Fuel

promotion of:

UPSC 202 India's Panchamrit (A) 2050 (B) 2060 (C) 2070  (C) 2070
Prelims 3 commitments (D) 2080

announced at COP26

include achieving Net

Zero emissions by:

UPSC 202 The National Hydrogen (A) Blue Hydrogen only (B) (B) Green

Prelims 1 Mission aims to promote Green Hydrogen (C) Grey Hydrogen
the production and use  Hydrogen (D) Brown
of: Hydrogen
UPSC 202 Which of the following is  (A) Ministry of Road (B) Ministry of
Prelims 2 the nodal ministry for Transport and Highways (B) Heavy Industries
implementing the FAME  Ministry of Heavy Industries
India Scheme? (C) Ministry of Power (D)
Ministry of Environment
SSC 202 What is the primary (A) Promote road (B) Accelerate
CGL 3 objective of the PM construction (B) Accelerate electric vehicle
E-DRIVE Scheme? electric vehicle adoption (C) adoption

Expand railway electrification
(D) Improve fuel quality
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Which international
agreement aims to limit
global warming well
below 2°C above
pre-industrial levels?

Which greenhouse gas
is emitted in the largest
quantity due to fossil
fuel combustion?

Battery swapping is
primarily associated
with:

PM-KUSUM Scheme
mainly promotes:

Which ministry launched
the National Green
Hydrogen Mission?

India's National Action
Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) originally
consists of how many
national missions?

Which vehicle produces
zero tailpipe emissions?

Which scheme provides
incentives for electric
vehicle manufacturing in
India?

(A) Kyoto Protocol (B)
Montreal Protocol (C) Paris
Agreement (D) Ramsar
Convention

(A) Methane (B) Carbon
Dioxide (C) Nitrous Oxide
(D) Ozone

(A) Diesel Vehicles (B)
Electric Vehicles (C) Hybrid
Vehicles (D) Hydrogen
Vehicles

(A) Wind Energy (B) Solar
Energy in Agriculture (C)
Electric Cars (D)
Hydropower

(A) Ministry of Heavy
Industries (B) Ministry of

New and Renewable Energy

(C) Ministry of Power (D)
Ministry of Coal

(A) 6 (B) 8 (C) 10 (D) 12

(A) Petrol Vehicle (B) Diesel
Vehicle (C) Battery Electric
Vehicle (BEV) (D) CNG
Vehicle

(A) PM Gati Shakti (B) FAME

India Scheme (C) Smart
Cities Mission (D) PMAY

(C) Paris
Agreement

(B) Carbon
Dioxide

(B) Electric
Vehicles

(B) Solar Energy
in Agriculture

(B) Ministry of
New and
Renewable
Energy

(B)8

(C) Battery
Electric Vehicle
(BEV)

(B) FAME India
Scheme
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UPSC 202 Carbon neutrality (A) Zero carbon production (B) Net Zero
Prelims 2 means: (B) Net Zero carbon carbon
emissions by balancing emissions by

emissions and removals (C) balancing
Complete ban on fossil fuels emissions and

(D) Zero industrial activity removals

DSSSB 202 Which fuel is considered (A) Petrol (B) Diesel (C) (C) Green

3 the cleanest among the  Green Hydrogen (D) Hydrogen
following? Furnace Oil

Conclusion on Delhi EV Policy 2026 Approved

Delhi EV Policy 2026 is a groundbreaking initiative that promotes electric mobility across the
National Capital. The policy sets the tone for a cleaner and more sustainable transport system
by mandating electric two-wheelers from April 2028; ramping up charging infrastructure,
promoting battery swapping and fostering commercial EV adoption. Furthermore, the Delhi EV
Policy 2026 is consistent with India's environmental objectives, opening up new economic paths
and tackling Urban air pollution. If executed correctly, it could serve as a template for other
states looking to go electric on a broader scale.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is Delhi EV Policy 20267

The Delhi EV Policy 2026 is the revised electric vehicle policy aimed at increasing EV
adoption, reducing pollution, and expanding charging infrastructure.

2. When will electric two-wheelers become mandatory in Delhi?

Under the proposed policy, newly registered two-wheelers are expected to be electric from April
2028.

3. Why is Delhi making electric two-wheelers mandatory?

The move aims to reduce vehicular emissions, improve air quality, lower fuel consumption, and
support sustainable transport.

4. Does Delhi EV Policy 2026 include charging infrastructure?

Yes. The policy focuses on expanding public charging stations, residential charging, fast
chargers, and battery-swapping facilities.
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5. Who will benefit from Delhi EV Policy 20267

Vehicle buyers, manufacturers, charging service providers, businesses, and Delhi residents are
expected to benefit through cleaner transportation and lower operating costs.
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