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Anna Hazare Threatens Statewide
Protest Over Maharashtra RTI
Amendments

ANNA HAZARE
THREATENS
STATEWID
PROTEST

OVER MAHARASHTRA
RTI AMENDMENTS -

o

Veteran social activist Anna Hazare has expressed ‘serious concerns' that he could call off a
statewide protest if the state government does not remove the controversial amendments to the
Right to Information (RTI) Act in Maharashtra. The proposed amendments could also diminish
the spirit of the Right to Information (RTI) Act and, in fact, hamper transparency in governance,
Hazare said. The Maharashtra RTI Amendments have sparked a nationwide debate due to the
RTI Act's role in advocating accountability and transparency within the government. Hence,
increasingly, civil society organisations, civil rights activists and citizens have begun paying
close attention to the developments.

Key Highlights of Maharashtra RTI Amendments

Anna Hazare has threatened a nationwide protest against the proposed changes.

The amendments are with regard to the implementation of the RTI system in
Maharashtra.

RTI activists are saying that the moves could erode transparency mechanisms.

The Maharashtra government says the changes are aimed at enhancing administrative
efficiency.
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e Civil society organisations have raised concerns about the possibility of restrictions on
access to information.

e This outlined issue has received attention from many areas of discussion for the sense
of responsibility and people's rights.

What are the Maharashtra RTI Amendments?

The proposed Maharashtra RTI Amendments attempt to change a few aspects of the procedure
of the Maharashtra RTI. The government said that the changes were of an administrative
nature, while others pointed out that it may impact the effectiveness of the RTI system.

The RTI Act gives citizens the right to information from government authorities and transparency
in government. Any change to the implementation of RTl is thus subjected to much public
debate.

Why is Anna Hazare against the Maharashtra RTI Amendments?

Anna Hazare feels the Maharashtra RTI Amendments are curbing the citizens' right to
information from the public authorities. He said transparency is vital to tackle corruption and
good governance. Hazare has said that the movement of RTI was the result of years of struggle
by people. This means that any measure that activists see as hampering access to information
poses grave concerns.

RTI Act, Previous Year Questions (PYQs)

Year Exam Question Options Answer
202 UPSC The RTI Act, 2005, (a) Judicial Review (b) (b) Transparency
4 Prelims  primarily promotes Transparency and and
which principle? Accountability (c) Accountability
Federalism (d) Directive
Principles
202 SSC Under the RTI Act, (a) Private Companies only  (b) Public
3 CGL information can be (b) Public Authorities (c) Authorities
sought from: NGOs only (d) Political

Parties only
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The RTI Act strengthens
which constitutional
principle?

Which legislation
empowers citizens to
seek information from
public authorities?

In which year was the
Right to Information Act
enacted?

Which body hears
second appeals under
the RTI Act at the
Central level?

RTl is closely linked to
which Fundamental
Right?

What is the normal time
limit for providing
information under RTI?

Who can file an RTI
application?

The RTI Act aims to
improve:

(a) Transparency in
Governance (b) Emergency
Powers (c) Judicial Activism
(d) Federal Supremacy

(a) Lokpal Act (b) RTI Act,
2005 (c) Consumer
Protection Act (d) RPA,
1951

(a) 2002 (b) 2003 (c) 2005
(d) 2007

(a) UPSC (b) CVC (c) CIC
(d) NITI Aayog

(a) Article 14 (b) Article
19(1)(a) (c) Article 21A (d)
Article 32

(a) 15 Days (b) 30 Days (c)
45 Days (d) 60 Days

(a) Any Indian Citizen (b)
Only Government
Employees (c) Only
Lawyers (d) MPs and MLAs
only

(a) Transparency (b) Tax
Collection (c) Judicial
Appointments (d) Defence
Management
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(a) Transparency
in Governance

(b) RTI Act, 2005

(c) 2005

(c) CIC

(b) Article
19(1)(a)

(b) 30 Days

(a) Any Indian
Citizen

(a) Transparency

Conclusion on Anna Hazare Opposes Maharashtra RTI Changes

The Maharashtra RTI Amendments have raised yet another pertinent issue on transparency,
accountability and citizens' rights. Anna Hazare's warning of a statewide protest paints a grim
picture of the seriousness with which many activists take the proposed changes. The
amendments are supposed to boost administrative efficiency, but critics believe they could
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undermine access to information. The future of the Maharashtra RTI Amendments will depend
on whether a balance can be struck between the principles of transparency and public
accountability and governance reforms.

FAQs on Maharashtra RTI Amendments

1. What are the Maharashtra RTI Amendments?

The Maharashtra RTI Amendments are proposed changes related to the implementation and
procedural functioning of the RTI framework in Maharashtra.

2. Why is Anna Hazare opposing the Maharashtra RT| Amendments?

Anna Hazare believes the amendments may weaken transparency and reduce citizens' ability to
access government information.

3. What is the purpose of the RTI Act?

The RTI Act promotes transparency, accountability, and citizen participation by allowing access
to information held by public authorities.

4. Could the Maharashtra RTI Amendments affect transparency?

Critics argue that the amendments may reduce transparency, while supporters say they are
aimed at administrative efficiency.

5. What action has Anna Hazare threatened?

Anna Hazare has warned of launching a statewide protest if the Maharashtra government does
not withdraw the proposed Maharashtra RTI Amendments.
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Tamil Nadu to Present Gold Rings to
Newborns Under New Welfare Scheme

s
Tamil Nadu to
Present

10 Newhorns
Underhew Welae Scheme |

Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme has become a vibrant and impactful welfare program that offers
much-needed assistance to newborn children and their families in the state. In conclusion, the
Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme has become a remarkable welfare initiative that proves to be a
lifeline for newborn children and their families in the state. As per this plan, the government of
Tamil Nadu will bestow gold rings on the newborn babies to implement the social welfare policy
of the government in general. This announcement has attracted a lot of attention because it not
only provides financial aid but also a symbolic recognition of childbirth.

The ongoing thrust of the Government of Tamil Nadu on welfare governance is evident in the
Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme. It was a continuous effort of the Government of Tamil Nadu for
welfare-oriented governance as seen from the Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme. Further, it aims
to ensure the welfare of children, foster institutional deliveries and enhance family support
services. This has led to its being recognised by policy makers, social groups and members of
the public nationwide.

Key features of the Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme are as follows

e The State of Tamil Nadu is considering giving newborn babies gold rings.
e The project is a component of a holistic approach to welfare.
e The scheme is to promote the welfare of children and families.
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e This might promote institutional care and the safe delivery of children.
e Families of the beneficiaries may be provided with symbolic and financial support.
e This initiative showcases Tamil Nadu's governance, which is based on welfare.

Overview of Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme

The Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme was launched to celebrate the birth of children, along with
providing support to the families. It is a scheme of giving the baby gold rings, giving both
connotation and money to them. Over the past few years, Tamil Nadu has put in place several
welfare initiatives aimed at the health of women, the development of children, education and
social security. Hence, the Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme is in line with the social welfare policy
of the state of Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme

Particulars Details
Scheme Name Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme
Beneficiaries Newborn Babies

Implementing Authority ~ Tamil Nadu Government

Objective Child Welfare and Family Support
Nature of Benefit Gold Ring Distribution

Target Group Eligible Newborn Children
Expected Impact Enhanced Child Welfare

Awareness
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Promotion of Safe Childbirth

Why Has the Tamil Nadu Government Introduced This Scheme?

The objective of the scheme was to celebrate motherhood on the birthdays of all
children, and newborns were deified as important members of society.

It aims to promote safe and institutional birth at government health care centres.
Maternal and child welfare is another crucial domain, and it is in this regard that the
initiative was aimed.

It's designed to enhance citizen involvement in the government's health programs.

The scheme dovetails with the community's current activities and projects aimed at
lowering infant and maternal mortality rates.

It encourages the registration of births and improves access to welfare services for
children.

The exercise is part of Tamil Nadu's inclusive approach towards social welfare and child
development.

It also intends to raise awareness on newborn health, nutrition and early childhood care.
The program enhances the welfare-oriented governance model as a state strength.

In summary, the scheme is a mix of symbolic recognition and provision of social support
to families who have a child.

Tamil Nadu Art, Culture, Dance & Temple PYQs

Year

202
4

202

202

Exam Question Options Answer
SSC Bharatanatyam is the (a) Kerala (b) Tamil Nadu  (b) Tamil Nadu
CGL classical dance form (c) Karnataka (d) Andhra

associated with which Pradesh

state?
UPSC The Brihadeeswara (a) Pallava (b) Chola (c) (b) Chola
Prelims Temple at Thanjavur Pandya (d) Chera

was built by which

dynasty?
State Which UNESCO World (a) Sun Temple, Konark (b) Group of
PCS Heritage Site is located (b) Group of Monuments Monuments at

in Tamil Nadu?

at Mahabalipuram (c)
Hampi (d) Sanchi

Mahabalipuram
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202 SSC The Meenakshi Temple (a) Chennai (b) Madurai (b) Madurai
1 CHSL is located in: (c) Coimbatore (d)
Tiruchirappalli

202 UPSC Which Tamil saint-poets (a) Alvars (b) Nayanars (c) (b) Nayanars
0 Prelims  were devoted to Lord Siddhas (d) Lingayats

Shiva?
201 RRB Mahabalipuram is (a) Chola (b) Pallava (c) (b) Pallava
9 NTPC famous for monuments Pandya (d) Chera

built by which dynasty?

201 SSC Which dance form (a) Kathak (b) Manipuri (c) (c) Bharatanatyam
8 CGL originated in Tamil Bharatanatyam (d) Odissi

Nadu?
201 UPSC The Alvars were (a) Shiva (b) Vishnu (c) (b) Vishnu
7 Prelims associated with the Shakti (d) Surya

worship of:
201 State The Shore Temple is (a) Madurai (b) (c) Mahabalipuram
6 PSC located at: Kanchipuram (c)

Mahabalipuram (d)
Chidambaram

201 SSC Chidambaram Nataraja (a) Vishnu (b) Murugan (c) (c) Shiva
5 CHSL Temple is dedicated to:  Shiva (d) Ganesha

Conclusion on Vijay Govt Approves Gold Ring Gift for Newborn

The Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme is considered an innovative welfare scheme to provide relief
to children and their families who are affected at the time of childbirth. The government, through
the program, aims to foster child welfare, promote safe childbirth practices and deepen the role
of the public in welfare programs by giving the newborns gold rings. As implementation may
pose challenges, the main objective of Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme dovetails well with Tamil
Nadu's mission on social development, healthcare and inclusive governance.

FAQs on Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme

1. What is the Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme?

The Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme is a welfare initiative under which eligible newborn babies
may receive gold rings from the state government.
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2. Who will benefit from the Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme?

The primary beneficiaries are newborn children and their families.

3. What is the objective of the Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme?

The scheme aims to promote child welfare, support families, and encourage safe childbirth
practices.

4. How will beneficiaries receive the benefit?

Eligible beneficiaries are expected to receive gold rings through an officially notified distribution
process.

5. Why is the Tamil Nadu Gold Ring Scheme important?

The scheme highlights child welfare, strengthens social support systems, and promotes public
awareness regarding maternal and infant health.

Government Proposes Modernised
Indices Anchored to 2024—-25 Base Year

E——

Government Proposes

Modernised Indices
Anchored to 2024-25 Base Year
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The Government of India is proposing to adopt the base year of the Modernised Indices as
2024-25 as a part of efforts towards greater accuracy and relevance in the economic statistics.
Its goal is to revise or revamp broadly used economic indicators to reflect the new consumption
patterns, production structures and market realities. The new Base Year for the Modernised
Indices 2024-25 is likely to enhance the quality and reliability of economic policymaking, the
ability to measure inflation, and support government planning. Economies are changing rapidly,
and it is important that statistical indicators are kept relevant by undergoing periodic revisions in
the base years.

Key highlights of the Base year for Modernised Indices 2024-25

Major economic indicators to be proposed for revision by the Government.
The new framework would be based on the 2024-25 period.

The updated indices will be more in line with the current economic situation.
Changes with the intention of enhancing inflation and price measurement.
This will afford policymakers better and more reliable economic data.

With different consumption trends, statistical modernisation will be in line.
Better data for businesses and researchers.

The program helps information to inform the creation of effective policies.

What are the Modernised Indices 2024—-25 Base Year?

The intention to revise and update economic activity, price, production and consumption trend
indices is known as the Modernised Indices 2024—25 Base Year. This is a year in which a
decision is made as a point of comparison with the rest of the economy. Consumer tastes,
industrial organisation, technology and market environments evolve a lot over time. Thus,
including the update of the base year makes sure the economic indicators are accurate and
representative.

Objectives of Modernised Indices 202425 Base Year

e To enable the economic indices to reflect the present Indian economy in terms of its
structure.

e To reflect recent changes in consumption, the structure of production and the growth of
service.

e To make better use of data sources to enhance the accuracy and reliability of economic
indicators.
To integrate administrative data (GST, databases by sectors, etc.).
Deliver timely and frequent information for policy making and economic analysis.
To improve the measurement of services with the new Index of Services Production
(ISP).
To make different statistical indicators more comparable with the new base year.
To be updated with technological progress, digitalisation, and new economic activities.
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To improve estimation methodologies to incorporate new weights and statistical practices

of today.

To facilitate scientific research, and the government, business and investor

considerations on the basis of science.

(PYQs) on Economic Indices, CPIl, WPI & Base Year Revision

Year

202
4

202

202

202

202

201

201

201

Exam

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CGL

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CHSL

UPSC
Prelims

RRB
NTPC

SSC
CGL

UPSC
Prelims

Question

Which organisation
releases the Consumer
Price Index (CPl) in India?

Inflation measured at the
retail level is reflected by:

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) measures
changes in:

Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) measures price
changes at what level?

Which institution is
responsible for compiling
the Index of Industrial
Production (1IP)?

A base year in an index
number serves as:

Which index is commonly
used by the RBI for
inflation targeting?

GDP at constant prices is
calculated using:

Options

(a) RBI (b) NSO (c) NITI
Aayog (d) SEBI

(@) WPI (b) IIP (c) CPI (d)
GDP Deflator

(a) Agricultural Output (b)
Industrial Production (c)
Exports (d) Tax Revenue

(a) Consumer Level (b)
Wholesale Level (c) Retall
Level (d) International Level

(a) RBI (b) NSO (c) Finance
Commission (d) GST
Council

(a) Target Year (b)
Reference Year (c) Fiscal
Year (d) Census Year

(a) WPI (b) CPI Combined
(c) lIP (d) BSE Sensex

(a) Current Year Prices (b)
Base Year Prices (c)
International Prices (d)
Market Prices Only

Answer

(b) NSO

(c) CPI

(b) Industrial
Production

(b) Wholesale
Level

(b) NSO

(b) Reference
Year

(b) CPI
Combined

(b) Base Year
Prices
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201  State Revision of the base year (a) Reduce Population (b) (b) Improve

6 PCS helps to: Improve Data Relevance (c) Data
Increase Taxes (d) Reduce  Relevance
Inflation

201 SSC Which of the following is a (a) CPI (b) lIP (c) HDI (d) (a) CPI
5 CHSL measure of inflation? GDI

Conclusion on India Tests New Statistical Indices Using 2024—-25
Base Year

This initiative is an important step up in the evolution of the statistical ecosystem in India with
the new proposed Base Year for Modernised Indices 2024-25. Adjustment of the economic
indicators aims at better inflation measurement, policymaking, economic analysis and
development planning as per the present economic situation. The Modernised Index Base Year
initiative 2024-25 will ensure that the information on the economy remains relevant, accurate
and that the structure of the Indian economy is reflected.

FAQs on Modernised Indices 2024—-25 Base Year

1. What are the Modernised Indices 2024-25 Base Year?

They are updated economic indices that use 2024-25 as the benchmark year for measuring
economic changes.

2. Why is the base year being revised?

The revision ensures that economic indicators reflect current consumption patterns, production
structures, and market realities.

3. Which indices may be updated?

Major indices such as CPI, WPI, IIP, and national accounts statistics may be revised.

4. How will the Modernised Indices 2024-25 Base Year benefit
policymakers?

They will provide more accurate and reliable economic data for decision-making and planning.

5. Why are base-year revisions important?
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They improve statistical accuracy, strengthen economic analysis, and align indicators with
current economic conditions.

HINDI
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