Current Affairs Capsule for 24 June 2026
(cLAsS24)

Government Tightens Foreign Funding
Norms for NGOs Under FCRA

Funding Norms for
NGOs Under FCRA
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The Government's move to adopt more stringent guidelines for the use of foreign funding under
the FCRA initiative is a positive move towards greater transparency and accountability in the
use of foreign funding. The current strengthened measures in the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA) would aim to alleviate the issues of misuse of foreign donations and also
monitor the usage of funds and willber.

With foreign funding being pivotal to development projects and activities related to social,
education, healthcare, etc., NGOs in India should be familiar with the changes in the framework
and the new regulations for compliance. In this article, you will learn about the new changes, the
implications, and what organizations must do to comply.

Key Highlights: Government Tightens Foreign Funding Norms

Scores will be given to foreign contributions received by NGOs.

Enhanced compliance and reporting requirements.

Improved reporting on fund use.

More bank account oversight for designated bank accounts.

Incentive for better regulation from the authorities.

Policies to deter the use of foreign money.

NGOs need to have updated documentation and records.

If the guidelines are breached, the training of FCRA may be suspended or cancelled.
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What is FCRA?

Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) is a legislation governing the provision of foreign
contribution to recipient associations, persons and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in
India.

The main thrust of FCRA is to safeguard national interest, public good and national security and
democratic institutions from the negative impact of foreign funding. For this reason, an
organization can't accept foreign monies without registering with FCRA and complying with the
compliance measures.

Why Centre Tightens FCRA Rules, Imposes Stricter Compliance
on NGOs

Improve transparency on receiving and using foreign funds

Do not accept foreign money for purposes other than for charity and development.
Deter diversionary or misuse donation via over-sea agencies.

Improve accountability of NGOs receiving foreign funds.

Enhance monitoring of foreign-funded activities sector wise.

Provide better tracking of funds flow by setting up dedicated FCRA bank accounts.
Monitor compliance with on-going reporting and disclosure obligations.

Help with national security; establish suspicious funding patterns.

Encourage good governance and financial discipline of NGOs.

Allow for efficient audits and inspections by authorities.

Improve public confidence in organisations with foreign funding.

Comply with overseas funding control and compliance requirements in accordance with
the changing requirements.

FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation Act) PYQs

Question Options Answer
1. What is the primary (A) Regulate foreign trade (B) (B) Regulate foreign
objective of the Foreign Regulate foreign contributions to  contributions to
Contribution Regulation Act individuals and organizations (C) individuals and
(FCRA)? Promote exports (D) Regulate organizations

foreign tourism
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2. Which ministry administers
the FCRA in India?

3. The current Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act
came into force in which
year?

4. Which of the following
organizations requires FCRA
registration to receive foreign
donations?

5. Under the FCRA
Amendment Act, 2020,
foreign contributions can be
received only through which
bank branch?

6. Which of the following was
prohibited under the FCRA
Amendment Act, 20207

7. What is the validity period
of an FCRA registration
certificate?

8. Which authority has the
power to suspend or cancel
FCRA registration?

9. FCRA regulates the
acceptance of foreign
contributions to ensure they
do not affect:

10. What is the maximum
administrative expense limit
under FCRA after the 2020
amendment?

(cLAsS24)

(A) Ministry of Finance (B)
Ministry of External Affairs (C)
Ministry of Home Affairs (D)
Ministry of Corporate Affairs

(A) 1976 (B) 1980 (C) 2010 (D)
2015

(A) NGOs (B) Charitable Trusts
(C) Societies (D) All of the Above

(A) Any SBI Branch (B) SBI New
Delhi Main Branch (C) RBI
Branch (D) Any Nationalized
Bank

(A) Receiving donations (B)
Transfer of foreign contribution to
another NGO (C) Filing annual
returns (D) Conducting audits

(A) 3 Years (B) 5 Years (C) 10
Years (D) Lifetime

(A) Election Commission (B) RBI
(C) Ministry of Home Affairs (D)
NITI Aayog

(A) National Interest (B)
Sovereignty and Integrity of India
(C) Democratic Processes (D) All
of the Above

(A) 20% (B) 30% (C) 50% (D)
10%

(C) Ministry of Home
Affairs

(C) 2010

(D) All of the Above

(B) SBI New Delhi
Main Branch

(B) Transfer of
foreign contribution
to another NGO

(B) 5 Years

(C) Ministry of Home

Affairs

(D) All of the Above

(A) 20%
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Conclusion on MHA Notifies New FCRA Rules

The Government Tightens Foreign Funding Norms for NGOs under FCRA is an attempt to
improve the transparency, accountability and responsible utilization of foreign funding for NGOs.
The changes could present more compliance-related challenges for NGOs, but they will build
greater confidence in the participation of non-state actors and raise the bar for governance
quality in the sector. In the wake of the Government's tightening up of foreign funding norms for
the NGO'’s, organisations need to make record-keeping, reporting and strengthening of internal
controls a key priority. The adoption of these practices will permit NGOs to continue their
development work without hindrance while being fully compliant with the ever changing
regulatory framework.

Govt FCRA Monitoring, Tightens Rules for NGOs (FAQs)

What does FCRA stand for?

FCRA stands for the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, which regulates foreign donations
received by individuals and organizations in India.

Why has the government tightened foreign funding norms for NGOs?

The government aims to improve transparency, strengthen accountability, prevent misuse of
foreign funds, and enhance regulatory oversight.

Who needs FCRA registration?

Any NGO or organization seeking to receive foreign contributions must obtain valid FCRA
registration or prior permission.

What happens if an NGO violates FCRA rules?

Non-compliance may result in penalties, suspension, cancellation of registration, or other
regulatory actions.

Can NGOs continue receiving foreign donations under the new norms?

Yes, NGOs can continue receiving foreign contributions provided they comply with all FCRA
regulations and reporting requirements.
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India’s Major Reservoir Storage Falls to
28.28% of Total Capacity

INDIA'S MAJOR

RESERVOIR
STORAGE

FALLS TO

28.28%

OF TOTAL CAPACITY

The total storage in the major reservoirs of India has decreased to 28.28% while the water
supply has taken a turn for the worse.lt revealed that India has experienced a decrease in the
total storage of its major reservoirs to 28.28% of their total capacity, emphasizing the growing
concern regarding water availability in the country. Reservoirs are considered to be an important
resource for irrigation, potable water supply, generation of hydropower, and flood control.
Hence, when the major reservoir storage of India is reduced to 28.28% of the total storage, the
government, farmers, and water resource managers keep a watch on it. The current
water-storages show considerable water stress levels already, prior to the monsoon rain filling
water pools. This means that a number of states will have to implement alternatives of water
conservation and efficient water resource management.

Key Highlights: India’s Major Reservoir Storage Falls

The current reservoir storage is 28.28% of the total storage.

If storage levels are reduced it can impact irrigation operations.

In some areas, water supply might be challenged due to insufficient supplies.

The amount of hydropower produced may be hampered if water is not high enough.
Reservoir recharges will be very important with monsoon rains.

Water conservation measures are all the more relevant.
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e Reservoirs are used for potable water, industries, and agriculture.
e Storage continues to be monitored in each of the major river basins.

What Are Major Reservoirs?

Major reservoirs are big water storage systems with dams and other water management
facilities. These are reservoirs containing and holding the water flowing in rivers, rain and
catchment.

They have some essential roles:

Irrigation for agriculture

Drinking water supply
Hydropower generation

Flood control

Industrial water usage
Environmental flow maintenance

Reservoirs, Dams & Water Resources, PYQs

Year Exam Question Options Answer

202 SSC Which organization (A) IMD (B) Central Water (B) Central

4 CGL publishes the live Commission (C) NITI Aayog Water
storage status of major (D) FCI Commission
reservoirs in India? (CWC)

202 UPSC The Tehri Dam Project  (A) Alaknanda (B) Bhagirathi (B) Bhagirathi
3 Prelims is located on which (C) Mandakini (D) Yamuna
river?

202 SSC Hirakud Dam is built (A) Godavari (B) Krishna (C) (C) Mahanadi
3 CHSL across which river? Mahanadi (D) Tapi

202 RRB Bhakra Nangal Dam is  (A) Ravi (B) Beas (C) Sutlej (C) Sutlej
2 NTPC constructed on which (D) Chenab
river?

202 UPSC Sardar Sarovar Project (A) Godavari (B) Narmada (C) (B) Narmada
2 Prelims is associated with Krishna (D) Mahi
which river?



Current Affairs Capsule for 24 June 2026

(cLAsS24)
202 SSC Which is the longest (A) Tehri Dam (B) Hirakud (B) Hirakud
1 CGL dam in India? Dam (C) Bhakra Dam (D) Dam

Idukki Dam
202 State Nagarjuna Sagar Dam  (A) Cauvery (B) Krishna (C) (B) Krishna
1 PCS is built on which river?  Godavari (D) Mahanadi
202 SSC Which dam is known as (A) Bhakra Dam (B) Tehri Dam (B) Tehri Dam
0 GD the highest dam in (C) Hirakud Dam (D) Koyna
India? Dam

201 UPSC Reservoirs are (A) Irrigation (B) Hydropower (D) All of the

9 Prelims  primarily important for ~ (C) Drinking Water Supply (D) Above
which of the following?  All of the Above

201 SSC The Central Water (A) Ministry of Agriculture (B)  (B) Ministry of
8 CPO Commission functions  Ministry of Jal Shakti (C) Jal Shakti
under which ministry? Ministry of Environment (D)
Ministry of Rural Development

Conclusion on Water Levels in India’s Key Reservoirs Fall to
28.28%

The decrease of India's Major Reservoir Storage to 28,28% of the total storage volume
highlights the need for water management and timely monsoon rains. Reservoirs will continue to
play a crucial role in all the main components of agriculture, drinking water, hydropower, and
economic viability. This indicates that India's Major Reservoir Storage is depleted at 28.28% of
its Total Storage capacity, and therefore, water conservation, water efficient utilization and
long-term security measures must be put into place in a timely fashion by the governments,
communities and water users. Reservoir levels can be improved with good practices and
sufficient rainfall to continue meeting the country's increasing water demand.

India’s Reservoir Storage Levels Drop to 28.28% FAQs

What does it mean that India’s Major Reservoir Storage Falls to 28.28% of
Total Capacity?

It means the combined water stored in major reservoirs is only 28.28% of their total designed
storage capacity.

Why are reservoir levels important?
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Reservoirs provide water for irrigation, drinking purposes, hydropower generation, industries,
and environmental needs.

How can low reservoir storage affect farmers?

Lower storage can reduce irrigation availability, increase dependence on groundwater, and
impact crop productivity.

What role does the monsoon play in reservoir storage?

Monsoon rainfall replenishes reservoirs and helps restore water levels for the upcoming
agricultural and urban demand cycles.

Can low reservoir levels affect electricity generation?

Yes. Hydropower plants depend on reservoir water, and reduced storage may lower electricity
generation capacity.

Bimal N. Patel Elected to Prestigious
ITLOS Judicial Panel

BIMAL N. PATEL ELECTED

TO PRESTIGIOUS
ITLOS JUDICIAL PANEL

A significant achievement for the international legal gaze of India as Bimal N. Patel is elected to
the prestigious ITLOS Judicial Panel. The election is the result of India's international law and
maritime governance expertise being recognised around the world. Bimal N. Patel has been
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elected to the prestigious ITLOS/ITLOS Judicial Panel, India's participation in one of the world's
most significant judicial institutions that addresses maritime disputes and the law of the sea is
enhanced.

Key Highlights: Bimal N. Patel Elected to Prestigious ITLOS

Bimal N. Patel elected to ITLOS Judicial Panel

The election increases India's representation in global maritime law

Thus, ITLOS is vital for disputes under UNCLOS.

The appointment is a testament of India's expanding footprint in international legal
institutions.

e The panel on the judiciary deals with oceans, sea and ocean boundaries, and marine
resources.

The election is a global endorsement for Indian legal expertise.

It adds to India's diplomatic and legal stature on the global stage.

Who is Bimal N. Patel?

e Bimal N. Patel is a prominent Indian jurist, academician and international law

practitioner.

Presently he is functioning as Vice-Chancellor of Rashtriya Raksha University.

Member of United Nations International Law Commission (2023—-2027).

Director at Gujarat National Law University in 2008-2019.

He is on the India National Security advisory board.

His areas of expertise include international law, maritime law, ocean governance and

dispute settlement.

e He has provided legal and maritime guidance to the Government of India as well as
international bodies.

e He was elected to the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in June 2026 (for the
term 2026—2035) as a Judge.

e The election of Mr. Harish Salve has been considered as a big achievement for Indian
representation at international maritime law level.

What is ITLOS?

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea or ITLOS.
This is a new treaty based system international court under the oceans convention (the
united nations convention on the law of the sea, 1982(uncclos)
e ITLOS was created in 1996 to resolve disputes under the UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea.
The tribunal is based in Hamburg, Germany.
It is made up of a panel of 21 independent judges.
The judges serve a 9-year term which can be renewed.
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The ITLOS settles disputes relating to maritime boundaries, navigation rights, fisheries

and the protection of marine environment.

The tribunal deals with the International Seabed Area and resources of the deep-sea as

well.

It seeks to galvanize nations into resolving maritime disputes amicably.

ITLOS is central to the development of international ocean governance and the rule of

law at sea.

ITLOS (International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea) PYQs

Year

202
4

202

202

202

202

202

202

Exam

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CGL

State
PCS

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CHSL

RRB
NTPC

State
PSC

Question

The International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea
(ITLOS) was established
under which convention?

ITLOS is headquartered in
which city?

The International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea
primarily deals with
disputes related to:

UNCLOS is commonly
known as:

ITLOS is located in which
country?

How many judges serve in
the International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea?

Judges of ITLOS are
elected for a term of:

Options

(A) UNFCCC (B) UNCLOS
(C) CBD (D) Ramsar
Convention

(A) Geneva (B) New York
(C) Hamburg (D) The Hague

(A) Air Space (B) Maritime
Law (C) Human Rights (D)
Trade

(A) Law of the Sea
Convention (B) Climate
Convention (C) Biodiversity
Convention (D) Geneva
Convention

(A) France (B) Germany (C)
Switzerland (D) Netherlands

(A) 15 (B) 18 (C) 21 (D) 25

(A) 5 Years (B) 6 Years (C)
9 Years (D) 12 Years

Answer

(B) UNCLOS

(C) Hamburg

(B) Maritime
Law

(A) Law of the
Sea
Convention

(B) Germany

(C) 21

(C) 9 Years
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202 UPSC Which of the following (A) Maritime Boundaries (B) (D) All of the
0 Prelims issues can be adjudicated Fisheries Disputes (C) Above
by ITLOS? Marine Environment
Protection (D) All of the
Above

201 SSC The International Tribunal (A) 1982 (B) 1990 (C) 1996  (C) 1996
9 CPO for the Law of the Sea (D) 2000
became operational in:

201 State ITLOS is an independent (A) WTO Agreement (B) (B) UNCLOS
8 PCS judicial body established UNCLOS (C) UN Charter
under: (D) IMF Charter

Conclusion on Bimal N. Patel Wins Election to ITLOS Bench

Bimal N. Patel Elected to Prestigious ITLOS Judicial Panel meaning one giant leap for the
achievement of India in international law and maritime governance. It strengthens an
international view that favors Indian jurisprudence and enhances India's credibility as a
champion of the rules-based international order. India's growing voice to shape the evolution of
maritime law and responding to emerging challenges in ocean governance gets a boost as
Bimal N. Patel elected member of ITLOS' prestigious Judicial panel. This not only enhances
India's maritime credentials on the international legal stage but also reinforces its wider maritime
and diplomatic objectives.

Indian Jurist Bimal N. Patel Elected to ITLOS FAQs

Who is Bimal N. Patel?

Bimal N. Patel is an Indian legal scholar and expert in international law who has been elected to
the ITLOS Judicial Panel.

What does ITLOS stand for?

ITLOS stands for the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.

What is the role of ITLOS?

ITLOS settles disputes related to maritime law, ocean governance, marine resources, and
maritime boundaries.
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Why is Bimal N. Patel's election important?

The election strengthens India's representation in international legal institutions and enhances
its global legal standing.

Where is ITLOS located?

ITLOS is headquartered in Hamburg, Germany.

HINDI

ISR o TRHIZRT & dad IR-TIhT
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Funding Norms for
NGOs Under FCRA
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