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Finance Minister Inaugurates
Northeast's Largest Organic Spice Plant
iIn Meghalaya

"FINANCE MINISTER
INAUGURATE

NORTHEAST'’S LARGEST

ORGANIC SPICE PLANT
IN MEGHALAYA

Organic Spice Plant: The government of the State of Meghalaya hosted the groundbreaking
event for the Largest Organic Spice Plant in the northeast, propelling the region’s organic
agriculture sector forward. It was inaugurated by Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman
and will strengthen the ecosystem for organic agriculture in the northeastern region. The facility
is projected to facilitate value addition and market linkages among organic growers of spices in
the entire Northeast Organic region and also enhance export potential. The Northeast's Largest
Organic Spice Plant, being established in Meghalaya, is in accordance with the Government of
Meghalaya's vision of promoting organic farming, boosting farmers' income and making
Meghalaya the hub of organic spices in India.

Key Highlights of Northeast’s Largest Organic Spice Plant

Inaugurated by Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

Eastern Ri-Bhoi District of Meghalaya

It is the biggest organic spice plant in the North East Region.

The organic spice value chain is designed to enhance the value of the organic spices.

It is expected that it will help the farmers in improving the processing and market opportunities.
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Advancing towards improving domestic and export opportunities
Promotes long-term promotion of OG for Meghalaya

Overview of the Organic Spice Processing Facility

Particulars Details
Project Organic Spice Processing Facility
Location Eastern Ri-Bhoi, Meghalaya
Region Served Northeast India
Key Obijective Value addition and market access for organic spices

Major Beneficiaries Organic spice farmers and Farmer Producer Organisations

(FPOs)
Focus Areas Processing, packaging, branding, and exports
Key Products Turmeric, ginger, black pepper, chilli, and other spices

Why Meghalaya Was Chosen for the Project

Meghalaya has played an important role as high value Spices producer, especially Lakadong
turmeric and ginger. The favourable climate, rich biodiversity and growing trend of chemical-free
farming of the state make it an ideal place for the large-scale organic processing infrastructure.

Besides, the Government of Meghalaya has always been proactive in establishing value
addition centres, farmer groups and export promotion schemes, among others. These are all
further efforts which are followed by the opening of the Northeast's Largest Organic Spice Plant
at Meghalaya.

How the Plant Will Benefit Farmers

The venture under 'Largest Organic Spice Plant' of the Northeast is anticipated to solve multiple
issues of the farmers like access to poor processing infrastructure and small market.

Key Benefits for Farmers

Value addition for better realisation

Reduced post-harvest losses

The quality of raw materials and containers has been enhanced.
Direct market access — national and international.
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e Good engagement of farmers organisation/Farmer Producer Organisations.
e Better income access in the rural segments of the population.

Meghalaya Previous Year Questions (PYQs)

Exam Year Question with Options Correct Answer
Name

MPSC 202 When did Meghalaya attain full statehood?(A) 15 (B) 21 January
3 August 1947(B) 21 January 1972(C) 26 January 1972
1950(D) 1 November 1966

SSC 202 Which city is the capital of Meghalaya?(A) Aizawl(B) (C) Shillong
CGL 2 Agartala(C) Shillong(D) Kohima

UPSC 202 Meghalaya is popularly known by which of the (B) Abode of
Prelims 1 following names? (A) Land of Five Rivers(B) Abode Clouds
of Clouds(C) Land of Rising Sun(D) Valley of Flowers

MPSC 202 Which are the three major tribes of Meghalaya?(A) (A) Khasi, Garo
2 Khasi, Garo and Jaintia(B) Bodo, Mizo and Naga(C) and Jaintia
Khasi, Mizo and Bodo(D) Garo, Naga and Ahom

SSC 202 Which place in Meghalaya receives one of the (B) Mawsynram
CHSL 3 highest annual rainfall in the world? (A)
Cherrapunji(B) Mawsynram(C) Tura(D) Jowai

MPSC 202 Which is the highest peak in Meghalaya?(A) Nokrek (B) Shillong
1 Peak(B) Shillong Peak(C) Lum Sohpetbneng(D) Peak
Nohkalikai Peak

UPSC 202 Nokrek Biosphere Reserve is located in which (B) Meghalaya
Prelims O state?(A) Assam(B) Meghalaya(C) Mizoram(D)
Nagaland

SSCGD 202 Which national park is located in Meghalaya? (A) (C) Balpakram
2 Kaziranga National Park(B) Namdapha National National Park
Park(C) Balpakram National Park(D) Keibul Lamjao
National Park

MPSC 202 The Khasi and Garo communities of Meghalaya (B) Matrilineal
3 follow which system of inheritance? (A)
Patriarchal(B) Matrilineal(C) Feudal(D) Joint Family
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RRB 202 Which constitutional provision deals with the (B) Sixth
NTPC 1 administration of tribal areas in Meghalaya? (A) Schedule

Fifth Schedule(B) Sixth Schedule(C) Seventh
Schedule(D) Ninth Schedule

MPSC 202 Who led the Khasi resistance against British rule? (A) U Tirot Singh
2 (A) U Tirot Singh(B) Bir Tikendrajit(C) Sidhu Murmu(D)
Kanaklata Barua

MPSC 202 U Kiang Nangbah is associated with which region  (C) Jaintia Hills
1 of Meghalaya? (A) Khasi Hills(B) Garo Hills(C) Jaintia
Hills(D) Ri-Bhoi

SSC 202 Which is the official language of Meghalaya?(A) (D) English
MTS 3 Khasi(B) Garo(C) Hindi(D) English

State 202 Lakadong turmeric, a high-curcumin variety, is (B) West Jaintia
PSC 4 mainly associated with which district of Hills
Meghalaya? (A) East Khasi Hills(B) West Jaintia
Hills(C) South Garo Hills(D) Ri-Bhoi

Conclusion on Northeast’s Biggest Organic Spice Processing Unit

Meghalaya's famous Northeast's Largest Organic Spice Plant has been a great improvement in
the organic agriculture sector of India. This project is anticipated to enhance farmer livelihoods,
advance sustainable agricultural practices, and contribute to the marketisation of organic spices,
while establishing contemporary processing systems and boosting market linkages. With the
Northeast's largest organic spice plant in Meghalaya preparing its ground, Meghalaya is poised
to be a globally renowned name in the organic spices industry as it strives towards value
addition and farmer-friendly activities.
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Largest Organic Spice Plant in Meghalaya (FAQS)

Who inaugurated the Northeast’s Largest Organic Spice Plant in
Meghalaya?

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the facility in Meghalaya.
Where is the organic spice plant located?
The plant is located in the Eastern Ri-Bhoi region of Meghalaya.

What is the purpose of the organic spice plant?

The facility aims to improve processing, packaging, value addition, and market access for
organic spices produced in the Northeast.

Which spices will be processed at the facility?

The plant is expected to process spices such as turmeric, ginger, black pepper, chilli, and other
regionally produced organic spices.

How will farmers benefit from the project?

Farmers will benefit through better prices, reduced wastage, improved market access, and
increased export opportunities.
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World Sickle Cell Day 2026: Date,
Theme, History and Significance

v

— World —
Sickle Cell

Day 2026:

Date, Theme, History
and Significance

World Sickle Cell Day 2026 is observed across the world on 19 June every year to raise
awareness to the sickle cell disease (SCD), an inherited blood disease impacting millions of
people worldwide. The day underscores the need for early diagnosis, better access to health
services, better genetic counselling and ongoing research to advance the health and wellbeing
of those impacted. World Sickle Cell Day 2026 is dedicated to raising awareness of inequities in
health care and fair chances of treatment and care for individuals living with SCD. Events are
marked with awareness building campaigns, screening programs, and education about the
condition by the government, healthcare providers, patient advocacy groups, and international
organizations.

World Sickle Cell Day 2026 Theme

"Closing the Survival Gap: Equity in Sickle Cell Disease"

The theme begins to address the critical need to minimize health inequality for SCD patients. It
means that high standards of diagnosis, treatment and medicines, as well as specialised care,
must not be related to a person's location, financial means or healthcare facilities.
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World Sickle Cell Day 2026: Overview Table

Particulars Details
Event Name World Sickle Cell Day 2026
Date 19 June 2026
Theme Closing the Survival Gap: Equity in Sickle Cell Disease
Established By  United Nations General Assembly

First Observed 2009

Purpose Raise awareness about sickle cell disease

Type of Genetic blood disorder

Disease

Key Focus Early diagnosis, treatment access, and healthcare
equity

What is Sickle Cell Disease?

A group of inherited blood disorders that result from abnormal haemoglobin also called
haemoglobin S is termed Sickle cell disease (SCD) (World Health Organization, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare). This genetic disease results in red blood cells becoming stiff, sticky
and sickle-shaped, rather than round.

Small blood vessels may get clogged in the abnormal cells, preventing blood from getting to
various tissues and organs. Consequently those who have sickle cell can have pain attacks,
anaemia episodes, infections, fatigue, stroke, and organ damage.

Key Facts About Sickle Cell Disease

e A Sickle cell disease is a blood disorder which runs from generation to generation within
the family.
When a child receives the sickle cell gene from both parents.
The disease is characterized by impaired action of haemoglobin, which is a protein
molecule that picks up oxygen in the blood of red blood cells.

e Normal red blood cells are flexible and oval-shaped; sickle cells are stiff and the shape
of a sickle.

e Sickle-shaped blood cells can clog blood vessels and cause a decrease in oxygen to the
tissues.

e Typical symptoms are pain attacks, anaemia, fatigue, swelling and repeated infections.
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e Newborn screening enhances health outcomes because many diseases can be
identified early.
Treatment is drug, transfusion and supportive measures.
Help with understanding inheritance risks through genetic counselling.
India's National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission is seeking to eradicate the
disease as a public health issue by 2047.

Sickle Cell Disease Previous Year Questions (PYQs)

Exam
Name

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CGL

RRB
NTPC

State
PSC

Year

202
3

202

202

202

Question with Options

With reference to sickle cell disease, consider
the following statements:

1. It is a genetic blood disorder.

2. It is caused by abnormal haemoglobin.

3. It spreads through physical contact.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(A) 1 and 2 only

(B) 2 and 3 only

(C) 1 and 3 only

(D)1,2and 3

Sickle cell disease affects which component of
the human body?

(A) White blood cells

(B) Platelets

(C) Haemoglobin in red blood cells

(D) Plasma

Sickle cell disease is inherited when a child
receives the sickle cell gene from:

(A) Mother only

(B) Father only

(C) Either parent

(D) Both parents

Which type of cells become sickle-shaped in
sickle cell disease?

(A) White blood cells

(B) Red blood cells

(C) Nerve cells

(D) Platelets

Correct Answer

(A) 1 and 2 only

(C) Haemoglobin in
red blood cells

(D) Both parents

(B) Red blood cells
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SSC 202 Which of the following is a common symptom (A) Pain crises
CHSL 3 of sickle cell disease?

(A) Pain crises

(B) Hair loss

(C) Hearing loss

(D) Hyperactivity
UPSC 202 Sickle cell disease is caused by a mutation in (B) Haemoglobin
CDS 2 the gene responsible for producing:

(A) Insulin

(B) Haemoglobin

(C) Collagen

(D) Melanin
State 202 The abnormal haemoglobin associated with (C) Haemoglobin S
PSC 4 sickle cell disease is known as:

(A) Haemoglobin A
(B) Haemoglobin C
(C) Haemoglobin S
(D) Haemoglobin F

SSC 202 World Sickle Cell Day is observed every year (B) 19 June
MTS 2 on:

(A) 14 June

(B) 19 June

(C) 1 December

(D) 7 April
UPSC 202 The Government of India's National Sickle Cell  (C) 2047
Prelims 4 Anaemia Elimination Mission aims to eliminate

sickle cell anaemia by which year?

(A) 2030

(B) 2035

(C) 2047

(D) 2050
State 202  Which population groups in India are most (C) Tribal
PSC 3 affected by sickle cell disease? populations

(A) Coastal communities
(B) Urban populations

(C) Tribal populations

(D) Mountain communities
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RRB 202  Which of the following complications is (C) Blocked blood
GroupD 2 commonly associated with sickle cell disease? flow and anaemia

(A) Hypertension only

(B) Bone fractures only

(C) Blocked blood flow and anaemia
(D) Diabetes mellitus

SSCGD 202 Sickle cell disease is classified as which type of (C) Genetic
3 disorder? disorder
(A) Viral disease
(B) Bacterial disease
(C) Genetic disorder
(D) Autoimmune disorder

Conclusion on World Sickle Cell Day 2026

As we celebrated World Sickle Cell Day 2026, it was a significant reminder that Sickle Cell
Disease is still a serious condition affecting the global population in need of coordinated
response. This year, the theme for the observance is "Closing the Survival Gap: Equity in Sickle
Cell Disease," which underscores the need for better health systems, greater access to
screening and treatment, and greater investments in research. World Sickle Cell Day 2026 will
be held at the Havells Centre for Vision and Action, rising to the challenge of creating a better
life for millions of people impacted by sickle cell diseases and a future where high-quality care is
accessible to all.

World Sickle Cell Day (FAQS)

1. When is World Sickle Cell Day 2026 observed?

World Sickle Cell Day 2026 is observed annually on 19 June.

2. What is the theme of World Sickle Cell Day 20267?

The theme is "Closing the Survival Gap: Equity in Sickle Cell Disease."

3. Who established World Sickle Cell Day?

The United Nations General Assembly established World Sickle Cell Day in 2008.

4. What is the purpose of World Sickle Cell Day 2026?
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The day aims to raise awareness, promote early diagnosis, improve treatment access, and
reduce stigma associated with sickle cell disease.

5. What is sickle cell disease?

Sickle cell disease is an inherited blood disorder that causes red blood cells to become
sickle-shaped, restricting blood flow and leading to various health complications.

India Inducts First Indigenous Hovercraft
into Indian Coast Guard Fleet

Firstiindigenous
Hovercraft:

into Indian Coast Guard Fle

First indigenous Hovercraft inducted into the Indian Coast Guard fleet in the nation's move
towards attaining a self-reliant defence manufacturing eco-system and marine security
landscape. The operational capabilities of Indian Coast Guard will see an all-time high boost
with the induction of the Air Cushion Vehicle (ACV), also referred to as hovercraft which is built
in the country. The hovercraft is designed with the goal of improving coastal surveillance, fast
response, search and rescue operations, and assisting in law enforcement efforts in difficult
maritime conditions as part of India's initiative of 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-reliant India).
Besides, the project showcases India's growing indigenous expertise in defence manufacturing
and cutting-edge shipbuilding skills.
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Overview: India Inducts First Indigenous Hovercraft

Particulars Details
Project Indigenous Air Cushion Vehicle (ACV) Programme
Service Indian Coast Guard
Platform Type Hovercraft / Air Cushion Vehicle
Manufacturer Chowgule & Company Pvt. Ltd., Goa
Contract Signed 24 October 2024

Number of Hovercraft 6

Initiative Aatmanirbhar Bharat

Primary Roles Coastal security, surveillance, search and rescue
Operational High speed and shallow-water capability
Advantage

What Is a Hovercraft?

A hovercraft (more accurately air cushion vehicle, or ACV) is a high-speed amphibious platform
that travels over a hovel of air to the surface under its hull.

Hovercraft, on the other hand, are unique in not being limited to operating over only the water,
mudflats, marshes, sandbanks (sandbank), and shallow coastal areas as would be expected of
all normal vessels. Therefore, they work great for missions in locations where patrol boats are
restricted to operate.

India has a coastline stretching to over 7,500 kilometres including estuarine areas, creeks,
mangrove terrain and shallow waters make such systems in demand for the Indian Coast
Guard. As such, the entry of indigenous hovercraft will considerably strengthen coastal
response capabilities.

Why First Indigenous Hovercraft into Indian Coast Guard Fleet

India's strategic move to go for indigenous hovercraft is driven by its drive towards fabricating
defence platforms and reducing dependency on foreign sources.

Indian Coast Guard Formerly heavily depended on Hovercrafts that were imported for their
operations at rough coastal environment. But there were many benefits to indigenous
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development — including lower long-term maintenance costs, greater operational flexibility, and
better domestic manufacturing capabilities.

Key Objectives of the Programme

Enhance maritime security capabilities
Promote indigenous defence manufacturing
Reduce dependence on imported platforms
Strengthen rapid response capabilities
Support coastal surveillance operations
Improve search and rescue efficiency

Strategic Significance for India

e India places great strategic importance on inducting its very first indigenous hovercraft.

e Firstly, it demonstrates the increasing potential of this country to produce defence
manufactured weapons. Secondly, it cuts down on reliance on foreign technology and
imported goods. Third, it supports the evolution of a domestic defence industrial
ecosystem.

e Additionally, in the context of job creation, skill development and technology transfer
within India’s shipbuilding sector, the programme furthers these objectives.

e This indigenous hovercraft also aligns with a higher-level goal of India's maritime
security under the broader framework of Security and Growth for All in the Region
(SAGAR).

Conclusion on Indian Coast Guard Gets lts First Hovercraft

One milestone that reflects India's mission towards self-reliance with indigenous innovation is
India Inducts First Indigenous Hovercraft into Indian Coast Guard Fleet. In accordance with
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, the indigenous Air Cushion Vehicle (ACV) programme strengthens
national security imperatives through improved coastal surveillance and rapid response
capabilities whilst reducing foreign dependence on defence procurements. As more such
hovercraft are inducted the India Inducts First Indigenous Hovercraft into Indian Coast Guard
Fleet will hold a special place in the annals of India's defence manufacturing story and an
important contribution toward enhancing India's maritime security posture.

First Made-in-India Hovercraft Inducted FAQs

1. What is the indigenous hovercraft inducted by the Indian Coast Guard?

It is an Air Cushion Vehicle (ACV) designed and built in India to support coastal security and
maritime operations.
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2. Who is manufacturing the indigenous hovercraft?

The hovercraft is being manufactured by Chowgule & Company Pvt. Ltd. in Goa.

3. How many hovercraft are planned under the programme?

The Ministry of Defence has signed a contract for six indigenous Air Cushion Vehicles.

4. What are the main roles of the hovercraft?

The hovercraft will be used for coastal surveillance, search and rescue operations,
anti-smuggling missions, and maritime law enforcement.

5. Why are hovercraft important for the Indian Coast Guard?

Hovercraft can operate effectively in shallow waters, mudflats, and marshy regions where
conventional vessels cannot function efficiently.

HINDI
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