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India and Slovakia Elevate Ties to
Comprehensive Partnership, Sign 11
Agreements
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India and Slovakia Elevate: India and Slovakia have elevated their relationship to a level of
India-Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership, which is a major step up in diplomatic and
economic ties. In the high-level section, both sides signed 11 agreements in the areas of trade,
innovation, defence, mobility, education and technology for broadening cooperation. In the
context of India's growing strategic significance for Central Europe in foreign policy, the new
India-Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership reflects that shared commitment of both countries
towards developing economic and technological relations.

Why the India-Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership Matters?

e The India-Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership has laid the base for a new era in the
bilateral relationship, and it was experienced here for the first time since the
independence of Slovakia in 1993 by an Indian Prime Minister.

e |t further enables more cooperation in areas such as defence, digital technologies,
labour mobility, higher education, and advanced manufacturing.

e In view of the scale, innovative capacity, and technological capabilities, the partnership
helps to promote more trade and investment flows by capitalising on the industrial
ecosystem of Slovakia.
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Both countries wish to increase energy security and diversify supply chains as well as to
advance nuclear and geothermal cooperation.

The agreement also includes regional connectivity, agreement on a rules-based
international order and early conclusion of the India-EU agreement for free trade.

Key Sectors Under the India Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership

The India Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership emphasises working in the areas of cooperation
identified in the joint statement, which were taken up while Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited
Bratislava, to strengthen the partnership for the future. The two nations signed an agreement for
increased cooperation in trade, investments, defence, information technology, employee
movement, education, innovation and energy security. The collaboration also seeks to further
strengthen their ties in advanced manufacturing, automobiles, electronics, quantum
communication and green technology. Furthermore, both India and Slovakia pledged to increase
people-to-people contacts and expedite the India-European Union Free Trade Agreement for
more economic opportunities.

Priority Areas of Cooperation Under the India Slovakia

Trade and Investment: The Joint Economic Committee will be boosted in bilateral trade
and two-way investments.

Defence Cooperation: A Letter of Intent on defence cooperation will enhance
cooperation in the field of defence industry and technology exchange.

Digital Technologies: Collaboration will be dedicated to technologies transforming, cyber
security, and new technologies.

Priority Sectors: Advanced Manufacturing — Automobiles, electronics, railways, industrial
innovation.

Education and Research: Both parties will broaden their cooperation in Higher
education, Student exchange programmes and joint research projects — such as
‘quantum communication'.

Labour Mobility: The new scheme sees safe and legal mobility of the skilled workforce,
with the desire for an early Social Security Agreement.

Energy Security: Cooperation will feature discussions about energy security, cooperation
with the nuclear industry, geothermal energy and sustainable energy development.
Green Technologies: Partners explored opportunities for cooperation in Green
Technologies and Resilient Supply Chains.

Important MCQs on Slovakia



Current Affairs Capsule for 16 June 2026

(cLAsS24)

Question

How many countries share a border with Slovakia?

Which of the following countries does not border
Slovakia?

Which country lies to the north of Slovakia?

Which country lies to the east of Slovakia?

Which country lies to the south of Slovakia?

Which country lies to the west of Slovakia?

Which country lies to the southwest of Slovakia?

Options

(A) 4
(B)5
(C)6
(D)7

(A) Poland
(B) Austria
(C) Romania
(D) Hungary

(A) Hungary
(B) Poland
(C) Ukraine
(D) Austria

(A) Czech
Republic

(B) Austria
(C) Ukraine
(D) Hungary

(A) Poland
(B) Austria
(C) Czech
Republic
(D) Hungary

(A) Czech
Republic

(B) Poland
(C) Ukraine
(D) Romania

(A) Austria
(B) Poland
(C) Hungary
(D) Ukraine

Correct Answer

(B) 5

(C) Romania

(B) Poland

(C) Ukraine

(D) Hungary

(A) Czech

Republic

(A) Austria
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Conclusion: India, Slovakia Sign Strategic Cooperation

The India-Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership has marked a new beginning in India-Slovakia
relations. India and Slovakia have finalised 11 agreements in key areas like trade, technology,
defence, education and mobility, which have pledged to deepen the partnership between the
two countries. As both countries focus on implementing these commitments, the India Slovakia
Comprehensive Partnership is expected to generate new opportunities for businesses,
researchers, students, and industries.

India and Slovakia Sign 11 Key Pacts (FAQs)

What is the India-Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership?

The India Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership is an upgraded bilateral framework aimed at
strengthening cooperation in trade, technology, defence, education, innovation, and mobility.

How many agreements were signed under the India Slovakia
Comprehensive Partnership?

India and Slovakia signed 11 agreements to enhance collaboration across multiple sectors.

Which sectors are covered under the India Slovakia Comprehensive
Partnership?

The partnership covers trade, investment, technology, innovation, defence, education, skill
development, mobility, and cultural exchanges.

Why is Slovakia important for India?

Slovakia is strategically located in Central Europe and offers India opportunities in advanced
manufacturing, technology collaboration, and access to European markets.

How will the India Slovakia Comprehensive Partnership benefit both
countries?

The partnership is expected to increase trade, encourage investment, strengthen innovation
ecosystems, improve mobility, and deepen strategic cooperation.
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India’s Goods Exports Hit Record $45.2
Billion in May 2026, Trade Deficit
Widens
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Goods Exports: The export of goods was India's biggest since the current period's value of
$45.2 billion, highlighting high global demand for Indian goods and export sector strength. That
was, however, a stroke of bad luck for India, which still recorded a big trade deficit in
merchandise trade following a surge in imports, especially crude oil, electronics and gold. This
updated trade information reflects the prospects and risks of India's trade. Export growth reflects
the country's increased competitiveness in the world, but increasing import bills have continued
to put pressure on the country's external balance.

India Goods Exports May 2026: Key Trade Figures

Indicator May 2026 May 2025 Year-on-Year
Change
Merchandise $45.2 Billion $38.1 Increase

Exports Billion*
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Merchandise $68.6 Billion* $61.4 Increase
Imports Billion*
Trade Deficit $23.4 Billion* $23.3 Slight Increase

Billion*

Key Export Sectors  Engineering, Electronics, Pharma, — —
Chemicals

Major Import Crude Oil, Gold, Electronics — —
Categories

What Drove India's Goods Exports in May 20267

e India's Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MCI) reported record US$45.20 billion in
exports in merchandise goods for May 2026, a rise of 18.0% from a year ago.

e The largest contributor to the growth was petroleum products, which saw a 54.89%
increase in exports from US$5.44 billion in May 2025 to US$8.42 billion.

e Strong global demand for machinery and industrial goods drove a 24.48% rise in
engineering goods exports to US$12.31 billion.

e The value of electronic goods exports rose 11.62% to US$ 5.10 billion, boosted by an
increase in exports of mobile phones and components.

e There was an increase in exports of organic and inorganic chemicals by 12.71 per cent
and gems and jewellery by 6.66 per cent on the previous year.

e The Ministry said that the overall export surge was due to enhanced competitiveness of
manufacturing, diversification of export markets, and increased non-petroleum exports
that hit the US$36.78 billion mark in May 2026.

Sector-Wise Performance of India Goods Exports May 2026

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry reported that merchandise export growth was robust
and achieved a record level of US$45.20 billion with broad-based growth across key sectors in
the India Goods Exports May 2026. Trucks continued to be the biggest exporting product, and
electronic products, chemicals, and gems and jewellery also grew significantly. This is despite
the improvement in the competitiveness of manufacturing in non-petroleum exports, which saw
a rise to US$36.78 billion. This strong performance reflects the efforts of the Government to
scale up production capacity and India's increased participation in the international trade value
chain.

Key Export Sectors Supporting India's Goods Exports May 2026
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e Alist of key export sectors supporting India's goods exports 2026 is provided here. A list
of key export sectors supporting India's goods exports 2026 is given here.
Engineering Goods: Exports grew by 24.48% to US$ 12.31 billion, the highest value.
The value of exports of petroleum products was significantly higher, at US$8.42 billion (a
54.89% increase). (pib.gov.in)

e Exports were up 11.62% at US$5.10 billion, primarily due to robust demand for
smartphones.

e Organic and Inorganic Chemicals: Exports increased by 12.71% due to increased
demand in the world.
Gems and Jewellery: Value of exports was boosted by 6.66% compared to April 2025.
Non-Petroleum Exports: These expanded to US$36.78 billion, reflecting the strength of
exports in a range of products.

PYQs on India Goods Exports

Exam & Question Options Correct Answer
Year
UPSC Balance of Trade (A) Difference between exports and (A) Difference
Prelims refers to: imports of goods(B) Difference between between
2016 exports and imports of services(C) exports and
Difference between revenue and imports of
expenditure(D) Difference between goods

assets and liabilities

UPSC Which of the (A) Foreign Direct Investment(B) (C) Balance of
Prelims following is a part of External Commercial Borrowings(C) Trade
2014 the Current Account Balance of Trade(D) Foreign Exchange

of the Balance of Reserves

Payments?
UPSC Which of the (A) Currency devaluation(B) Reduction  (A) Currency
Prelims following can help in exports(C) Increase in imports(D) devaluation
2011 reduce the Current  Increase in customs duties only

Account Deficit

(CAD)?
SSC Which ministry (A) Ministry of Finance(B) Ministry of (B) Ministry of
CGL releases India's Commerce and Industry(C) Ministry of = Commerce and
2022 foreign trade data?  External Affairs(D) Ministry of Industry

Corporate Affairs



SSC
CHSL
2020

SSC
CGL
2021

SSC
CGL
2019

IBPS PO
2023

RBI
Grade B
2022

SSC
CGL
2018

SSC
CGL
2023

IBPS
Clerk
2021

SSC
CGL
2022

RBI
Grade B
2021
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When imports
exceed exports, it is
called:

The difference
between exports
and imports is
known as:

Which is India's
largest import item?

Software exports
are classified as:

Which institution
publishes India's
Balance of

Payments data?

Merchandise
exports refer to
exports of:

Which organisation
compiles India's
foreign trade
statistics?

Which policy aims to
promote exports
from India?

Which of the
following is a major
export sector of
India?

Which account
records exports and
imports of goods
and services?

(cLAsS24)

(A) Trade Surplus(B) Trade Deficit(C) (B) Trade Deficit
Fiscal Deficit(D) Revenue Deficit

(A) Fiscal Deficit(B) Budget Deficit(C) (C) Trade
Trade Balance(D) Revenue Deficit Balance

(A) Gold(B) Crude Qil(C) Coal(D) Iron (B) Crude Oil
Ore

(A) Merchandise Exports(B) Invisible (B) Invisible

Exports(C) Re-exports(D) Capital Exports
Transfers

(A) SEBI(B) RBI(C) NITI Aayog(D) (B) RBI
DGFT

(A) Services(B) Capital Goods only(C)  (C) Physical
Physical Goods(D) Digital Services Goods

(A) RBI(B) DGFT(C) DGCIS(D) NITI (C) DGCIS
Aayog

(A) Industrial Policy(B) Foreign Trade (B) Foreign
Policy(C) Fiscal Policy(D) Monetary Trade Policy
Policy

(A) Engineering Goods(B) Crude Oil(C) (A) Engineering

Coal(D) Natural Gas Goods
(A) Capital Account(B) Current (B) Current
Account(C) Financial Account(D) Account

Reserve Account
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SSC Which of the (A) Petroleum Products(B) (C) IT Services
CHSL following is an Pharmaceuticals(C) IT Services(D)
2019 invisible export of Engineering Goods

India?

Conclusion on India Exports Hit Record $45.2 Billion in May

India performed exceptionally well with record exports at $45.2 billion for the month of May 2026
during the month of goods exports. India's performance in global trade and manufacturing is
highlighted, as there were record goods exports during May 2026 at $45.2 billion. The nation's
growing industrial potential is reflected in strong exports in engineering goods, electronics,
pharmaceuticals and chemicals. Yet the growing trade deficit should make us aware that
reliance on imports (particularly crude oil, gold and electronics) is a serious problem. Bearing
this in mind, consistent policy recognition, export diversification and higher domestic production
will be crucial for continued growth of India Goods Exports May 2026 and also in achieving a
conducive external sector.

India Record Exports, Wider Trade Deficit in May 2026 (FAQs)

What was the value of India Goods Exports May 20267?
India's merchandise exports reached a record $45.2 billion in May 2026.

Why did India's trade deficit widen in May 20267?

The trade deficit widened because imports, particularly crude oil, gold, and electronics,
increased faster than exports.

Which sectors contributed most to India Goods Exports May 20267

Engineering goods, electronics, pharmaceuticals, and chemicals were the leading export
sectors.

What are India's major imports?

India's major imports include crude oil, gold, electronic goods, machinery, and industrial raw
materials.

How is the government supporting export growth?
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The government is promoting exports through production-linked incentive schemes,
infrastructure development, trade agreements, and export financing support.

US-lIran Deal Ends War; Strait of
Hormuz Set to Reopen

Strait of Hormuz
et to Reopen B

US-Iran Deal: After months of conflict that stalled global energy markets and sea trade, the
US-Iran Deal framework of the Strait of Hormuz is a significant diplomatic breakthrough. The
initial accord is designed to stop the fighting, to reinstate the trade route in the Strait of Hormuz
and to establish a venue for negotiations on sanctions and nuclear issues. Market sentiment
immediately improved, as oil prices plunged and global equities climbed due to hopes that oil
supplies would grow more abundant and inflationary pressures would abate. But analysts warn
it is still a basic accord which needs to be formally followed for lasting stability to be guaranteed.

Key Highlights of the US-Iran Deal Strait of Hormuz

A tentative deal to halt hostilities had been reached between the US and Iran

For commercial shipping, the Strait of Hormuz is likely to open again.

A formal signing ceremony is reportedly scheduled in Geneva.

The deal also features 60 days to negotiate any open issues.

The U.S., meanwhile, is expected to refrain from new sanctions during negotiations.
Iran pledges to stay nuclear-neutral in discussions

Following the announcement, oil prices also immediately dropped worldwide.
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e Shipping firms maintain steady caution until security conditions normalise entirely

US-Iran Deal Strait of Hormuz: Key Details

Aspect Details
Agreement Status Preliminary framework agreement
Main Objective End hostilities and restore maritime trade
Strategic Waterway Strait of Hormuz
Expected Reopening Following formal implementation of the agreement
Negotiation Window 60 days

Key Issues for Future Talks Nuclear programme, sanctions relief, regional security

Immediate Market Impact  Oil prices declined; global equities rose

Major Beneficiaries Energy markets, shipping industry, oil-importing countries

Why the Strait of Hormuz Matters

e A preliminary agreement between the United States and Iran to put an end to hostilities
was announced.
Within the coming days, the Strait of Hormuz should reopen for industrial transport.
They said in Geneva a formal signing ceremony was expected
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e Peters said they agreed to a timeline that gives the parties 60 days to negotiate contract
discrepancies.

Expect the US to suspend fresh sanctions while negotiations are ongoing

During the talks, Iran has agreed to stop any further work towards nuclear weapons.

Oil prices across the globe plunged as soon as news broke.

Shipping firms will be reticent until security conditions improve more fully.

Best Previous Year Questions

Exam & Question Options Correct
Year Answer

UPSC Which one of the following (A) Strait of Malacca(B) Strait (C) Strait of
Prelims straits is a strategic route for oil  of Gibraltar(C) Strait of Hormuz
2011 exports from the Persian Gulf? Hormuz(D) Bering Strait
UPSC The Strait of Hormuz connects (A) Red Sea(B) Arabian (B) Arabian
Prelims the Persian Gulf with which of Sea(C) Mediterranean Sea
2014 the following water bodies? Sea(D) Caspian Sea
SSC CGL The Strait of Hormuz lies (A) Iran and Iraq(B) Iran and  (B) Iran
2022 between which two countries? Oman(C) Saudi Arabia and and Oman

Iran(D) Oman and Yemen

CDS 2021 Which of the following countries  (A) Iran(B) Oman(C) United (D) Qatar

does not border the Strait of Arab Emirates(D) Qatar
Hormuz?
NDA 2020 The Strait of Hormuz is located  (A) South China Sea(B) (B) Persian
in which region? Persian Gulf Region(C) Black Gulf
Sea Region(D) Baltic Region Region
SSC CHSL  The Strait of Hormuz is (A) Coal(B) Natural Gas(C) (C) Crude
2019 significant because it is a major  Crude Qil(D) Iron Ore Oil

route for the transport of:

UPSC Which one of the following (A) Oman(B) Kuwait(C) (C) Iran
Prelims countries is not a member of the Iran(D) Qatar
2017 Gulf Cooperation Council

(GCC)?
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The Strait of Hormuz connects
the Persian Gulf to the:

Approximately what share of
global crude oil trade passes
through the Strait of Hormuz?

Which of the following countries
has a coastline on both the
Persian Gulf and the Gulf of
Oman?

Which gulf is directly connected
to the Strait of Hormuz?

Which country lies south of the
Strait of Hormuz?

Which country lies north of the
Strait of Hormuz?

Which of the following sea
routes is most critical for India's
energy security?

The Strait of Hormuz connects
the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and further to the:

(A) Gulf of Aden(B) Arabian
Sea(C) Red Sea(D)
Mediterranean Sea

(A) 5%(B) 10%(C) 20%(D)
40%

(A) lraq(B) Kuwait(C) Iran(D)
Bahrain

(A) Gulf of Aden(B) Gulf of
Oman(C) Gulf of Suez(D)
Gulf of Agaba

(A) Iran(B) Irag(C) Oman(D)
Kuwait

(A) United Arab Emirates(B)
Oman(C) Iran(D) Qatar

(A) Bosporus Strait(B) Strait
of Hormuz(C) Bering
Strait(D) Strait of Magellan

(A) Mediterranean Sea(B)
Arabian Sea(C) Red Sea(D)
Black Sea

Conclusion on US-Iran Accord Signals End of Conflict

(B) Arabian
Sea

(C) 20%

(C) Iran

(B) Gulf of
Oman

(C) Oman

(C) Iran

(B) Strait of
Hormuz

(B) Arabian
Sea

The US-Iran Deal Strait of Hormuz could provide an exit route to resolve a dispute that knocked
global trade, energy, and Financial markets off course. The deal has the potential to lower oil
prices, improve supply chains and bolster economic stability by reopening one of the globe's key
shipping lanes. However, the framework remains fragile. Establishing a ceasefire; addressing
maritime security; and more broadly, finding common ground on sanctions and Iran's nuclear
programme will ultimately determine whether this success is meaningful or long-lasting. If
properly managed, these hurdles of the US-Iran Deal Strait of Hormuz may end up the cusp
point for both regional peace and global economic recovery.



Current Affairs Capsule for 16 June 2026
(cLAsS24)

US-Iran Breakthrough Deal Brings War to an End FAQs

What is the US-Iran Deal Strait of Hormuz?
It is a preliminary agreement between the United States and Iran aimed at ending hostilities,

reopening the Strait of Hormuz, and initiating further negotiations on sanctions and nuclear
issues.

Why is the Strait of Hormuz important?

The Strait of Hormuz handles around 20% of global oil shipments, making it one of the world's
most strategically important maritime routes.

How did markets react to the agreement?
Qil prices fell, while global stock markets rose after the announcement of the agreement.
How will the agreement affect India?

India could benefit through lower oil prices, reduced import costs, and improved energy security.

Has the agreement been fully implemented?

No. The agreement is currently a preliminary framework, and further negotiations are required
before a final settlement is reached.

HINDI
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	मई 2026 में भारत के माल निर्यात को किस बात ने बढ़ावा दिया? 
	मई 2026 में भारत के माल निर्यात का क्षेत्रवार प्रदर्शन 
	भारत के माल निर्यात को समर्थन देने वाले प्रमुख निर्यात क्षेत्र (मई 2026) 

	भारत के माल निर्यात पर पिछले वर्ष की तिमाही रिपोर्ट 
	निष्कर्ष: मई में भारत के निर्यात ने रिकॉर्ड 45.2 अरब डॉलर का आंकड़ा छुआ 
	भारत का रिकॉर्ड निर्यात, मई 2026 में व्यापार घाटा और बढ़ेगा (अक्सर पूछे जाने वाले प्रश्न) 
	मई 2026 में भारत के माल निर्यात का मूल्य क्या था? 
	मई 2026 में भारत का व्यापार घाटा क्यों बढ़ गया? 
	मई 2026 में भारत के माल निर्यात में किन क्षेत्रों का सबसे अधिक योगदान रहा? 
	भारत के प्रमुख आयात क्या हैं? 
	सरकार निर्यात वृद्धि को किस प्रकार समर्थन दे रही है? 


	अमेरिका-ईरान समझौते से युद्ध समाप्त; होर्मुज जलडमरूमध्य फिर से खुलने की संभावना 
	अमेरिका-ईरान समझौते की प्रमुख बातें: होर्मुज जलडमरूमध्य 
	अमेरिका-ईरान समझौता: होर्मुज जलडमरूमध्य: मुख्य विवरण 
	होर्मुज जलडमरूमध्य क्यों महत्वपूर्ण है? 
	पिछले वर्ष के सर्वश्रेष्ठ प्रश्न 
	अमेरिका-ईरान समझौते के निष्कर्ष से संघर्ष के अंत का संकेत मिलता है। 
	अमेरिका और ईरान के बीच हुए अभूतपूर्व समझौते से युद्ध का अंत हुआपूछे जाने वाले प्रश्न 
	अमेरिका-ईरान समझौता होर्मुज जलडमरूमध्य क्या है? 
	होर्मुज जलडमरूमध्य क्यों महत्वपूर्ण है? 
	इस समझौते पर बाजारों की क्या प्रतिक्रिया रही? 
	इस समझौते का भारत पर क्या प्रभाव पड़ेगा? 
	क्या समझौते को पूरी तरह से लागू किया गया है? 



