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India Appoints Lieutenant General
Dhiraj Seth as New Army Chief

Dhiraj Seth

as New Army Chief

1N .
Dhiraj Seth: Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth is the new Army Chief of the Indian Army.
Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth has been appointed as the new Army Chief of the Indian Army.
Retired General Upendra Dwivedi's successor as Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) will be
Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth, who is currently serving as the Vice Chief of the Army Staff.
With the appointment, the Government is stressing continuity, modernisation and operational
preparedness of the Indian Army.

Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth New Army Chief: Quick Overview

Particulars Detail
3

Nam Lieutenant General Dhiraj
e Seth

Current Position Vice Chief of the Army Staff
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New Appointment Chief of the Army Staff (COAS)

Effective Date June 30,
2026

Predecess General Upendra Dwivedi
or

Commissioned December
1986

Corp  Armoured Corps
s

Alma Mater National Defence Academy,
Khadakwasla

Service Nearly 40 Years

Experience

Key Focus Modernisation, Capability Development, Joint Operations
Areas

Who [s Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth?

Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth is a seasoned military person who has served in various
scenarios with vast experience. A graduate of the National Defence Academy, he was
commissioned into the Armoured Corps in December 1986.

A career operational, command and strategic post holder. His leadership areas include combat
operations against insurgency, conventional warfare readiness, capability building, and reforms
to the institutions. His career highlights a focus on operational excellence and organisational
transformation.
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Why Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth's Appointment Matters?

Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth brings a long list of experience and operational knowledge, thus
the trust placed in him by the government.

Experience in capability development, force restructuring and strategic planning equips him to
effectively respond to new challenges in the security space.

Moreover, he has been appointed at a time when the Indian Army is seeing a sea change in the
approach of technology, doctrine, and a strong focus on indigenous defence solutions. Thus, his
leadership is likely to influence India's military readiness to a great extent.

Indian Army: Previous Year Questions (PYQs)

Exam Year Question Options Correct
Answer

CDS 202  Who was the first Indian (A) General K.S. Thimayya (B) General
3 Commander-in-Chief of (B) General K.M. Cariappa K.M. Cariappa

the Indian Army? (C) General Sam
Manekshaw (D) General
Bipin Rawat
NDA 202 The headquarters of the (A) Mumbai (B) New Delhi (B) New Delhi
2 Indian Army is located in ~ (C) Pune (D) Chandigarh
which city?
AFCAT 202 Which operation was (A) Operation Meghdoot (B)  (C) Operation
2 launched by the Indian Operation Trident (C) Vijay
Army during the Kargil Operation Vijay (D) Operation
War? Cactus

SSC 202  Which military operation (A) Operation Rakshak (B) (B) Operation

CGL 1 secured the Siachen Operation Meghdoot (C) Meghdoot
Glacier for India? Operation Vijay (D) Operation
Blue Star

CDS 202 What is the motto of the (A) Service Before Self (B) (C) Seva
1 Indian Army? Jai Hind (C) Seva Paramo Paramo
Dharma (D) Vayam Dharma

Rakshamah
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Who is the Supreme
Commander of the Indian
Armed Forces?

Which rank is the highest
active rank in the Indian
Army?

Which institution is
located at Khadakwasla,
Pune?

Who was the first Field
Marshal of India?

Operation Blue Star was
conducted in which year?

Operation Cactus was
launched by India to
assist which country?

Which operation was
launched by the Indian
Army to counter terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir?

(A) Prime Minister of India
(B) Defence Minister (C)
President of India (D) Chief
of Defence Staff

(A) Lieutenant General (B)
General (C) Field Marshal
(D) Brigadier

(A) Indian Military Academy
(B) Officers Training
Academy (C) National
Defence Academy (D)
Defence Services Staff
College

(A) General K.M. Cariappa
(B) General K.S. Thimayya
(C) Field Marshal Sam

Manekshaw (D) General J.N.

Chaudhuri

(A) 1971 (B) 1984 (C) 1999
(D) 2001

(A) Sri Lanka (B) Nepal (C)
Maldives (D) Bhutan

(A) Operation Meghdoot (B)

Operation Rakshak (C)

Operation Vijay (D) Operation

Rhino

Conclusion on Dhiraj Seth Named Next Army Chief

(C) President
of India

(B) General

(C) National
Defence
Academy

(C) Field
Marshal Sam
Manekshaw

(B) 1984

(C) Maldives

(B) Operation
Rakshak

Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth's appointment as the Army Chief of the Indian Armed Forces is
a significant move for the Indian military. His extensive leadership experience, coupled with a

deep operational history and close ties to the Army, is poised to make a significant impact on the

unit as it faces its challenges. His extensive experience in the military, coupled with his keen

operational background and extensive leadership experience, will be instrumental in shaping the

Indian Army at a crucial juncture.
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Lt Gen Dhiraj Seth to Lead Indian Army as Next Chief FAQs

Who is the new Army Chief of India in 20267
Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth has been appointed as the new Chief of the Army Staff of India.
When will Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth take charge as Army Chief?

He will assume office on June 30, 2026.

Which position did Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth hold before becoming
Army Chief?

Before his appointment, he served as the Vice Chief of the Army Staff.

Which corps does Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth belong to?

He was commissioned into the Armoured Corps in December 1986.

Who is Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth succeeding as Army Chief?

He will succeed General Upendra Dwivedi.
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Brazil Deaths Raise Safety Concerns
Over India’s Dengue Vaccine DengiAll

DengiAll”
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Dengue Vaccine: The recent incidents of deaths in Brazil have given further credence to doubts
about the safety of the DengiAll dengue vaccine, hence about the future of India's first
indigenous Dengue Vaccine. Brazil's health officials have initiated their investigations to see if

there is any connection between the death toll and giving DengiAll.

While no causal link has been established yet, the occurrence has prompted more attention to
the safety protocols for vaccines, post-marketing surveillance systems, and stricter regulatory
monitoring. This has led experts to stress the importance of transparent investigations and
evidence-based communication to ensure that the public remains assured in dengue prevention
measures.

What Are the DengiAll Dengue Vaccine Safety Concerns?

e The dengue vaccine was scrapped temporarily by Brazil's Health Ministry as a
precaution after it was reported that there were 42 serious adverse events in the
population after more than 500,000 children received the vaccine.

e Two fatalities and an additional serious reaction that happened in the past few weeks
after vaccination are being investigated.

e Despite these interventions being used, there is as yet no clear link between them and
the deaths.
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e eatures of severe dengue that were being reported comprised ongoing fever,
abdominal pain and fever-related shock.

e Brazil's agency for regulation, the National Health Surveillance Agency, has created an
expert committee for an in-depth epidemiological study.

e The regulators are examining clinical trial data, patient histories and surveillance reports
of patients after getting vaccinated to look for clues.

e The overall effectiveness of the vaccine is not in question to date, officials said, and the
suspension was a precaution.

e With the investigation still underway, public health authorities keep urging users to "trust
in official information" and "disconnect from misinformation.

What Is DengiAll and Why Is It Important?

e DengiAll comes out as India's first indigenous vaccine candidate for dengue — developed
by Panacea Biotec in association with the Indian Council of Medical Research.

e |t's a tetravalent vaccine that will be used to protect against all four serotypes of dengue
viruses (DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3 and DENV-4).

e DengiAll is a live-attenuated vaccine candidate and would be a one-shot vaccine—this
may make immunisation easier and more convenient, increasing vaccine coverage.

e The vaccine was approved by the Drugs Controller General of India and started Phase
Il trials in August 2024.

e The Phase lll trial continues with 10,335 patients at 19 centres in 18 states and in the
UTs.

e Since there is no approved dengue vaccine currently available for the public in India,
DengiAll is also resolving a great public health issue.

e Dengue cases arise and cause many deaths every year worldwide, and a vaccine
becomes critical for reducing the severity of the disease, hospital load and mortality.

e The vaccine contributes to India's goal of achieving self-reliance in the field of vaccines
(Atmanirbhar Bharat) by bolstering Indian research and development (R&D) and
manufacturing capabilities within the country.

Dengue Vaccine PYQs

Exam Year AQuestio Option Correct Answer
n s

SSC 202 Dengue is primarily transmitted (A) Anopheles (B) Culex (C) (C) Aedes
CGL 4 by which mosquito species? Aedes aegypti (D) Mansonia  aegypti
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UPSC 202  Which (A) It is caused by a bacterium (B) It (C)ltisa
Prelims 3 statement spreads through contaminated water mosquito-born
regarding (C) It is a mosquito-borne viral disease e viral disease
dengue is (D) It spreads through direct human
correct? contact
NDA 202 Which mosquito is (A) Aedes aegypti (B) Culex (A) Aedes
3 commonly known as the quinquefasciatus (C) Anopheles aegypti

vector of dengue fever? stephensi (D) Mansonia uniformis

CDS 202 Dengue virus belongs  (A) Retroviridae (B) Flaviviridae (C) (B)
2 to which family of Orthomyxoviridae (D) Coronaviridae Flaviviridae
viruses?

AFCAT 202 How many serotypes of the dengue virus (A) Two (B) Three (C) (C)

2 have been identified? Four (D) Five Four
SSC 202 Which symptom is (A) Persistent cough (B) Joint (B) Joint
GD 1 commonly associated with and muscle pain (C) Loss of and muscle
dengue fever? hearing (D) Skin burns pain

RRB 202  Which season usually (A) Winter (B) Summer (C) (C) Monsoon
NTPC 1 records a rise in dengue  Monsoon and post-monsoon and
cases in India? (D) Spring post-monsoon

CDS 202 Which of the following is the (A) Antibiotics (B) Mosquito  (B) Mosquito
0 most effective method to control measures (C) Bed control
prevent dengue transmission?  rest (D) Antiviral drugs measures

SSC 201  The dengue-carrying (A) Night only (B) Early morning  (B) Early

CHSL 9 mosquito generally and daytime (C) Midnight only morning and
bites during: (D) Evening only daytime
AFCAT 201 Dengue feveris (A) Fungus (B) Protozoa (C) Virus (D) (C)

8 caused by: Bacteria Virus
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UPSC 201 Which of the following diseases are transmitted (A) 1 only (B) 1 (D) 1,

Prelims 7 by Aedes mosquitoes? 1. Dengue 2. and2only (C)2 2and
Chikungunya 3. Zika Select the correct answer and 3only (D)1, 3
using the code below. 2and 3

SSC 201  Which blood component usually (A) Platelets (B) Red Blood  (A)
CPO 6 decreases significantly during Cells (C) Plasma (D) Platelets
dengue infection? Haemoglobin

Conclusion on India’s DengiAll Dengue Vaccine Faces Scrutiny

The recent responses related to the deaths in Brazil have exacerbated fears over the DengiAll
dengue vaccine, emphasising the need to have strong vaccine safety monitoring. Health
officials, though, have not made any direct connections between the vaccine and the reported
deaths. Trials of the vaccine will continue their investigations, looking at clinical evidence,
patient histories and what's happened after the vaccination to establish the facts. Meanwhile,
dengue remains an enormous public health problem, especially in tropical nations. Therefore,
proper communication, scientific assessment and robust pharmacovigilance systems are still
pivotal to maintain trust with citizens and help plan vaccine strategies for the future.

Brazil Suspends Dengue Vaccine Rollout After Deaths FAQs

What are the DengiAll dengue vaccine safety concerns?

The concerns relate to reported deaths in Brazil that are currently under investigation to
determine whether they are linked to the vaccine.

Has a direct connection between DengiAll and the reported deaths been
confirmed?
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No. Authorities have not established a causal relationship between the vaccine and the reported
deaths.

What is DengiAll?

DengiAll is India's indigenous dengue vaccine candidate designed to protect against dengue
infection.

Why is dengue vaccine safety monitoring important?

Continuous monitoring helps identify rare adverse events and ensures vaccines remain safe
and effective.

How is dengue transmitted?

Dengue spreads through the bite of infected Aedes mosquitoes.

India, France Set Ambitious Innovation
Goals with Roadmap 2030

India, France
Set Ambitious

Innovation Goalshs
with
Roadmap 2030

India-France Roadmap: India and France have reiterated their efforts to strengthen the strategic
partnership along the India-France Roadmap 2030, which is a comprehensive document
prepared to expedite India's cooperation in several fields such as innovation and technology,
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defence, sustainability, and economic development, among others. 1he roadmap aims to set out
ambitious objectives to add power to the cooperation between government institutions, research
institutions, startups and private companies.

The India-France Roadmap 2030 highlights their mutual vision of linking
high-technology-upgraded resilient supply chains, encouraging emerging technologies and
collaboration between the two countries to address global challenges. Furthermore, the scheme
is in line with the desire to promote innovative growth and enhance bilateral relations in a world
marked by the rapid changes of its current geopolitical context.

What Is the India-France Roadmap 20307

The India-France Roadmap 2030 is an extensive strategic plan that was hammered out
by India and France in order to strengthen their bilateral cooperation in various sectors
by the year 2030. It is based on the "India-France Strategic Partnership", which was
formed in 1998.

The roadmap has been jointly presented by the Prime Ministers, Narendra Modi and
Emmanuel Macron, on their visit to France in July 2023.

It stresses the importance of reinforcing collaboration in the areas of defence, security,
innovation, digital technologies, artificial intelligence, space and clean energy.

The countries are looking to push forward their partnership in key and emerging
technologies such as quantum computing, semiconductors, and security and cyber
measures.

The roadmap fosters international collaboration on research, startups, cooperation
between academic institutions and mobility of talent between India and France.

It promotes climate action by cooperation and collaboration in renewable energy, green
hydrogen, sustainable infrastructure and the blue economy.

The project aims to build resilient and sustainable economic relations, create trustworthy
value chains and boost bilateral trade and investment.

The roadmap also confirms coordination in the Indo-Pacific region for contributing to a
free, open, inclusive and rules-based order.

S. cooperation with China will continue to grow in the field of satellite missions, earth
observation and maritime domain awareness.

The India-France Roadmap 2030 aims to build an innovation-fuelled partnership for
handling worldwide challenges and fostering long-lasting strategic cooperation.
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India-France Roadmap 2030 Focus Areas

The India-France Roadmap 2030 has defence and security cooperation as one of its key
pillars, and the two countries stressed broadening joint development, co-production and
transfer of technology in advanced defence systems.

A Focus Area on innovation, research and emerging technologies built around
collaboration in artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, semiconductors,
high-performance computing and cybersecurity.

The civil nuclear energy cooperation, which is a longstanding area of collaboration
between the two nations, has been incorporated into a new roadmap.

The countries combined may well accelerate the green transition through collaboration in
renewable energy, green hydrogen, sustainable infrastructure and climate-resilient
technologies.

Upcoming projects will include joint missions, satellite applications, earth observation,
maritime domain awareness and climate monitoring, which will expand space
cooperation.

It highlighted the continued need to work together in the Indo-Pacific region for a free,
open, inclusive and rules-based order.

Combating monopolies by China on trade and investment, resilient supply chains,
particularly critical minerals and advanced manufacturing as well as strategic sectors; all
there through India: France regularisation too.

It facilitates a closer partnership in the blue economy, sustainable ocean management,
maritime security and conservation of marine biodiversity.

The two nations aim to strengthen collaborative efforts in education, skill development,
research exchanges and students and researchers mobility.

The roadmap promotes closer cooperation between startups, innovation ecosystems,
research institutions and private enterprises in order to further stimulate long-term
growth and technological development of the economy.

India—France Relations: PYQs and Practice Questions

Exam Year Questio Option Correct Answer

UPSC

n ]

202 The India-France Strategic Partnership (A) 1991 (B) 1998 (C) (B)

Prelims 3 was established in which year? 2005 (D) 2010 1998



Current Affairs Capsule for 15 June 2026
(cLAsS24)

CDS 202 Which country is India's key partner in (A) Germany (B) Japan (C)

3 the International Solar Alliance (ISA)? (C) France (D) Australia France
AFCAT 202 The headquarters of the (A) Paris (B) New Delhi (C)
2 International Solar Alliance is (C) Gurugram (D) Mumbai Gurugram
located in:
SSC 202  Which French company (A) Airbus (B) Dassault (B) Dassault
CGL 2 manufactures the Rafale fighter Aviation (C) Safran (D)  Aviation
aircraft acquired by India? Thales

NDA 202 The joint military exercise conducted by  (A) Garuda (B) Varuna (C)
1 the Indian and French armies is known  (C) Shakti (D) Desert Shakti
as: Knight

CDS 202 The bilateral naval exercise between  (A) Garuda (B) Varuna (C) (B)
1 India and France is called: Shakti (D) Milan Varuna

AFCAT 202 The joint air exercise conducted by the (A) Varuna (B) Shakti  (C)

0 Indian Air Force and the French Airand  (C) Garuda (D) Cope  Garuda
Space Force is: India
SSC 202  France is a member of which (A) ASEAN (B) G7 (C) (B)
GD 0 international organization? SAARC (D) BRICS G7
UPSC 201 Which country supported India's (A) China (B) France (B)
Prelims 9 membership in the Nuclear Suppliers (C) Turkey (D) Brazil France

Group (NSG)?

CDS 201  Which French territory in the Indian (A) Corsica (B) Réunion (B)
8 Ocean enhances India-France Island (C) New Caledonia Réunion
maritime cooperation? (D) Guadeloupe Island
AFCAT 201 India signed an agreement for the (A) Russia (B) United (C)

8 procurement of 36 Rafale fighter jets with States (C) France (D) France
which country? Israel
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SSC 201 The capital city of (A) Lyon (B) Marseille (C) Nice (D) (D)
CHSL 7 France is: Paris Paris

Conclusion on India-France Innovation Roadmap 2030

The India-France Roadmap 2030- A Vision To Strengthen the Strategic Partnership Between
India & France. The two countries are committed to tackling new global challenges together by
focusing on innovation as well as defence cooperation, clean energy, space technology, artificial
intelligence (Al) and resilient supply chains. It also aims to strengthen the connections between
startups, research institutions, industries and academic communities. It also strengthens
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific and sustainable growth. As India and France converge on these
high targets, the Roadmap 2030, as set out in their cooperative framework, is likely to have
major bearings on a more secure, innovative & resilient future for both nations.

India, France Set Ambitious Innovation Goals with Roadmap 2030
FAQs

What is the India France Roadmap 2030?
The India France Roadmap 2030 is a strategic framework designed to enhance cooperation

between India and France in areas such as defence, innovation, technology, clean energy,
space, education, and the Indo-Pacific region.

When was the India France Roadmap 2030 announced?

The roadmap was unveiled in July 2023 during the visit of Narendra Modi to France.

Which leaders launched the India France Roadmap 20307
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The initiative was jointly announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modl and Emmanuel Macron.

Which sectors are covered under the India France Roadmap 20307?

The roadmap focuses on defence, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, space cooperation, clean
energy, quantum technologies, education, startups, and supply chain resilience.

Why is the India France Roadmap 2030 important?

The roadmap strengthens bilateral relations, promotes innovation-led growth, enhances
strategic cooperation, and supports joint efforts to tackle global challenges.
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