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India Becomes the World’s
Third-Largest Domestic Aviati

ia Becomes

the World’s Third-Largest

India has officially become the third-largest domestic aviation market in the world, making a
major advancement in the country's transportation and economic growth story. This
achievement reflects the remarkable growth of Indian aviation driven by people earning more,
population growth, enhanced airport facilities and increased ease of air travel. Over the last ten
years, domestic air passenger traffic has increased rapidly, surpassing that of many developed
countries and meeting domestic aviation demand. Through this, India emerged as the
third-largest domestic aviation market in the world, further establishing itself as one of the
fastest-growing aviation markets in the world.

Key Highlights of India Becoming the Third-Largest Domestic
Aviation

e India has now become the third-biggest domestic aviation market in the world after
China and the USA.

Greater earnings of the middle class have increased the demand for air travel.

The government has undertaken several projects to increase the airport infrastructure.
More and more people can access air travel because of regional connectivity schemes.
Passenger numbers are still increasing at a brisk rate.

Connectivity is enhanced with new airports and airline routes.
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e The aviation industry provides jobs and investment opportunities.
e Indiais set to emerge as one of the world's major aviation hubs.

Domestic Aviation Growth in India: Key Statistics

Indicator Details
Global Rank 3rd Largest Domestic Aviation Market
Major Growth Driver Rising Passenger Demand

Infrastructure Expansion New Airports and Terminal Upgrades

Regional Connectivity Strengthened Through Government

Schemes
Economic Impact Tourism, Trade, Employment Growth
Future Outlook Continued Rapid Expansion

Why is India third largest domestic aviation market in the world?

India is on its way to becoming the third largest domestic aviation market in the world because
of several factors.

Rising Middle-Class Population

With the growth of India's middle class, the demand for inexpensive and convenient modes of
transport has grown considerably. More people are opting for air travel in preference to the
railways or long-distance bus travel as more and more people have more money to spend.

Affordable Airfares

Increased competition has bid to make air transport affordable to more of the population. The
role of the LCCs in attracting new passengers and helping to boost flight numbers, especially for
first-time flyers, is significant.

Urbanisation and Economic Growth
The population that has grown in the cities has increased the need for mobility. Air Connectivity

is gaining in importance for quicker country travel, with all business travellers, professionals,
students and tourists increasingly relying on air connectivity.
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Digital Booking Platforms
The travel ticket booking has become simpler with the introduction of online travel portals and

mobile applications. This, in turn, puts passengers in a position to easily compare ticket prices,
make flight reservations, and get real-time information on travel.

Indian Aviation Important PYQs

Exam  Year Question Options Answer
SSC 202 UDAN Scheme was A) 2014 B) 2015 C) 2016 D) C) 2016
CGL 3 launched in which 2017
year?
RRB 202 UDAN stands for?  A) Urban Development Air B) Ude Desh ka
NTPC 2 Network B) Ude Desh ka Aam Aam Nagrik

Nagrik C) Unified Domestic Air
Navigation D) None

SSC 202  Which organization A) AAI B) BCAS C) DGCA D) C) DGCA
CHSL 1 regulates civil HAL
aviation in India?

UPSC 202 DGCA stands for?  A) Directorate General of Civil A) Directorate

Prelims 0 Aviation B) Department General General of Civil
of Civil Aviation C) Directorate of Aviation
Government Civil Aviation D)

None
SSC 201  Airports Authority of A) 1992 B) 1995 C) 1998 D) B) 1995
CGL 9 India (AAIl) was 2000
established in?
RRB 202 Headquarters of A) Mumbai B) Chennai C) New  C) New Delhi
GroupD 2 AAl is located at? Delhi D) Hyderabad
SSCGD 202 Whichis India's first A) Delhi Airport B) Cochin B) Cochin
3 carbon-neutral International Airport C) Mumbai  International
airport? Airport D) Hyderabad Airport Airport
UPSC 202 Tata Airlines was A) 1930 B) 1932 C) 1935 D) B) 1932
CDS 1 founded in which 1940

year?
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SSC 202 Who founded Tata  A) Ratan Tata B) J.R.D. Tata C) B) J.R.D. Tata
MTS 2 Airlines? Jamsetji Tata D) Naval Tata
RRB 202 Air India was A) 1948 B) 1950 C) 1953 D) C) 1953
NTPC 1 nationalized in? 1955
SSC 202  Which ministry A) Ministry of Tourism B) B) Ministry of
CGL 2 implements the Ministry of Civil Aviation C) Civil Aviation

UDAN Scheme? Ministry of Commerce D)
Ministry of Transport

Railway 201 Indira Gandhi A) Mumbai B) New Delhi C) B) New Delhi
GroupD 9 International Airport Kolkata D) Chennai

is located in?
SSC 202 Rajiv Gandhi A) Bengaluru B) Hyderabad C) B) Hyderabad
CHSL 0 International Airport Chennai D) Pune

is located in?

UPSC 202 Whichagencyis  A)DGCAB)BCAS C)AAID)  B)BCAS

CAPF 2 responsible for CISF

aviation security in

India?
SSC 202 BCAS stands for?  A) Bureau of Civil Aviation A) Bureau of
CPO 3 Security B) Board of Civil Civil Aviation

Aviation Security C) Bureau of Security
Commercial Aviation Services
D) None

Conclusion

India Becomes the World's Third-Largest Domestic Aviation Market is a milestone signifying the
country's staggering achievement in transportation infrastructure, economic and passenger
mobility. Over the years, the Indian aviation industry has evolved drastically due to an increase
in income levels, budget-friendly airfares, improvements in airports, and policies made by the
government for the convenience of Indians.
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India Secures Third Spot in Global Domestic Aviation FAQs

1. Why has India become the world's third-largest domestic aviation
market?

India achieved this position due to rising passenger demand, expanding airport infrastructure,
affordable airfares, and supportive government policies.

2. What factors are driving air travel growth in India?

Increasing disposable income, urbanization, improved connectivity, digital booking platforms,
and low-cost airlines are major growth drivers.

3. How does aviation growth benefit the economy?

Aviation growth boosts tourism, creates jobs, supports trade, improves connectivity, and attracts
investment.

4. What role do airports play in aviation expansion?

Modern airports improve passenger handling capacity, reduce congestion, and enhance
regional and national connectivity.

5. What challenges does India's aviation industry face?

Key challenges include infrastructure pressure, rising operational costs, environmental
concerns, and air traffic management requirements.
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Indian Shooting Legend Jaspal Rana
Dies at 49, Sports Fraternity Mourns

Indian
Shooting Legend
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Sports Fraternity
Mourns

The entire sports fraternity in India is in grief as Indian Shooting Legend Jaspal Rana has
passed away at the age of 49. Jaspal Rana, a highly admired coach and one of the most
decorated pistol shooters in the country's shooting sport, succumbed to sickness after a lifetime
dedicated to and respected for his contribution to Indian shooting for over three decades. He
has been the subject of mementoes from athletes, coaches, politicians and fans nationwide.
Indian Shooting Legend Jaspal Rana passed away at the age of 49, but his illustrious career
and his tremendous capacity as a mentor and trainer in the art of shooting sports were recalled.
Several top shooters, including Olympic medalists, were in the shooting fraternity who
acknowledged his own contribution in being a guiding force for these shooters.

Key Highlights of Jaspal Rana Passes Away

e Indian shooting legend Jaspal Rana has died at the age of 49.
e He had one of the most successful careers in pistol shooting in India.
e Rana has won several medals in the Asian and Commonwealth Games.
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He was awarded the Arjuna Award and the Padma Shri for 'sports contribution'.
Later, he grew up to be one of the finest shooting coaches in India.

He really was a mentor to young gun talent, like Manu Bhaker.

Various sports stars and government leaders condoled.

Jaspal Rana at a Glance

Particular Details
Name Jaspal Rana
Sport Shooting
Specialization Pistol Shooting
Age at Death 49 Years

Major Achievement  Asian Games Gold Medallist

Awards Arjuna Award, Padma Shri
Coaching Role High-Performance Pistol
Coach

Notable Student Manu Bhaker

Legacy Pioneer of Indian Shooting
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Was Jaspal Rana?

Few names have been as revered in Indian shooting as that of Jaspal Rana. He was born in
Uttarakhand but has already become a shooting prodigy from boyhood and a top shooter in the
country. Over the years, he came to be a name synonymous with excellence in pistol shooting
and one who inspired a whole generation of athletes. He was remarkably successful at
international events thanks to his fearless approach, competitiveness and dedication. As a
result, he is one name that will live in Indian shooting history.

Contribution of Jaspal Rana to Indian Shooting

Won many medals for India in Asian Games, Commonwealth and International shooting
tournaments.

Popularised the shooting of popular pistols throughout India in the 90ths and 20ths.

Set a precedent for a new generation of shooters with his accomplishments and work.
Coached and mentored many national and international shooters.

Made a valuable contribution to the modern-day shooting environment in India.
Identified, nurtured, and groomed outstanding young shooters (including Indian ones) to
ultimate success.

Popularised scientific approaches to training in shooting and mental attitude.

Boosted India's credentials as a potent shooting power in the world.

Made a substantial contribution to shooting culture in India by winning medals.

Left a legacy as a champion shooter and coach.

Indian Shooting & Shooters PYQs

Exam  Year Question Options Answer
SSC 202 Who won India's first A) Abhinav Bindra B) A) Abhinav
CGL 3 individual Olympic gold Gagan Narang C) Vijay Bindra

medal? Kumar D) Rajyavardhan

SSC
CHSL

RRB
NTPC

Singh Rathore

202 Abhinav Bindra won A) 25m Rapid Fire Pistol ~ B) 10m Air Rifle
2 Olympic Gold in which B) 10m Air Rifle C) Trap

event? D) Skeet
202  In which Olympics did A) Athens 2004 B) Beijing B) Beijing 2008

1 Abhinav Bindra win Gold? 2008 C) London 2012 D)
Rio 2016
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Who won India's first
Olympic medal in
shooting?

Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore won silver medal
in which Olympics?

Gagan Narang won an
Olympic medal in which
event?

Gagan Narang won
bronze medal in which
Olympics?

Manu Bhaker is
associated with which
sport?

Which Indian shooter won
two medals at the Paris
Olympics 20247

Manu Bhaker specializes
in which event?

Jaspal Rana was
associated with which
shooting discipline?

Who is known as India's
shooting legend and
renowned pistol coach?

Vijay Kumar won Olympic
silver medal in which
event?

Vijay Kumar won silver
medal in which Olympics?

A) Abhinav Bindra B)
Gagan Narang C)
Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore D) Vijay Kumar

A) 2000 Sydney B) 2004
Athens C) 2008 Beijing
D) 2012 London

A) 10m Air Rifle B) Skeet
C) Trap D) Pistol

A) Beijing 2008 B)
London 2012 C) Rio 2016
D) Tokyo 2020

A) Archery B) Boxing C)
Shooting D) Wrestling

A) Saurabh Chaudhary B)
Manu Bhaker C) Elavenil
Valarivan D) Anjum
Moudgil

A) Air Rifle B) Pistol
Shooting C) Trap D)
Skeet

A) Rifle B) Trap C) Pistol
D) Skeet

A) Abhinav Bindra B)
Jaspal Rana C) Gagan
Narang D) Vijay Kumar

A) 10m Air Rifle B) 25m
Rapid Fire Pistol C) Trap
D) Skeet

A) Beijing 2008 B)
London 2012 C) Rio 2016
D) Tokyo 2020

C) Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore

B) 2004 Athens

A) 10m Air Rifle

B) London 2012

C) Shooting

B) Manu Bhaker

B) Pistol
Shooting

C) Pistol

B) Jaspal Rana

B) 25m Rapid

Fire Pistol

B) London 2012
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SSC 202  Which Indian shooter A) Abhinav Bindra B) A) Abhinav
CGL 3 founded the GoSports Gagan Narang C) Vijay Bindra
Foundation's Olympic Kumar D) Jaspal Rana

Gold Quest initiative?

Conclusion on India Loses a Shooting Icon, Jaspal Rana at 49

Indian Shooting Legend Jaspal Rana Dies at 49 is brutal news as it brings an end to an
extraordinary chapter in Indian Sports. Not only was Rana a renowned world-class pistol
shooter, but he was also a mentor and coach who took the shooting sport in India to higher
heights. While his death will leave a void that will be hard to fill, his impact on the sport and the
athletes he mentored will surely be remembered. As the nation mourns, the memory of Indian
Shooting Legend Jaspal Rana will continue to inspire future generations to remember his
amazing journey and impact on Indian shooting.

Asian Games Gold Medallist Jaspal Rana Passes Away FAQs

1. Who was Jaspal Rana?

Jaspal Rana was one of India's most successful pistol shooters and a renowned shooting
coach.

2. Why is Jaspal Rana famous?

He won multiple international medals and later became a respected coach who mentored elite
Indian shooters.

3. How old was Jaspal Rana when he passed away?
Jaspal Rana passed away at the age of 49.
4. Which awards did Jaspal Rana receive?

He received the Arjuna Award, Padma Shri, and recognition for his coaching contributions.

5. What was Jaspal Rana's contribution as a coach?

He mentored several top shooters and played a major role in India's shooting success.
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Odisha Becomes First State to Offer
Free Education from KG to PG

Odisha Becomes First State
to Offer Free Education from KG to PG

- Bl <R ) A e ik i LR ~
KG to PG: A landmark move towards a change in the education sector with Odisha Becomes
First State to Offer Free Education from KG to PG. This groundbreaking project will drive
positive change for millions of students by making quality education available without cost
barriers, from kindy to post-graduate level. This announcement is greeted with great enthusiasm
by educators, students and policymakers. The state government's goal of providing free
education for every level is to increase enrollment rates, ensure low dropout rates and provide
equal opportunities in education for every part of society. Consequently, there are several areas
where Odisha is setting the benchmark for the first time, such as providing free education to all
children from KG to PG classes.

Why Does Odisha Make Education Free from KG to PG?

Driven by free and universal education from Kindergarten to Postgraduate level
Lowers the financial barriers leading students to drop out of higher education.
Helps students from economically weaker sections of the state.

Advances equity and inclusion in education.

Higher enrolment in schools, colleges & universities.
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Promotes girls' education and minimises middle school dropout

Establishes new colleges and universities for access to higher education in remote areas
and rural areas.

This ultimately makes for stronger development and more long-term growth in human
capital throughout the youth demographics.

Its goal is to build a competent labour force for economic growth in the future.
Establishes an unprecedented paradigm for educational reform in India

Odisha's Education Reforms and Future Vision

Initiated free education for KG to PG in government institutions to make education
universal and availability widespread.

Implemented NEP 2020 across the state education system

Set up Godabarish Mishra Model Primary Schools at panchayat levels to provide
foundational learning.

You granted its plan for four potential new universities to expand higher educational
access.

To also increase educational opportunity in rural India, 18 newly recruited government
colleges have been opened.

Continues to recruit teaching and non-teaching staff; Over 26,000; indicated that it will
hire 45,000 teachers.

Offers free textbooks until Class X for school education.

Supports Tech & Innovation-led learning under the Odisha future roadmap for education.
Centred on equity, inclusion and rural education progress across the board.
Objective: To prepare a skilled, knowledge-based workforce to realise Odisha Vision
2036 and 2047

National Education Policy (NEP) PYQs

Exam Year Question Options Answer
SSC 202 National Education Policy A) 2018 B) 2019 C) 2020 D) C) 2020
CGL 3 (NEP) was launched in 2021

which year?
RRB 202  Which National A) NEP 2015 B) NEP 2018 C) NEP 2020
NTPC 2 Education Policy C) NEP 2020 D) NEP 2022

replaced the 1986
Education Policy?
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Which ministry is

responsible for

implementing NEP 20207

Under NEP 2020, the
traditional 10+2 system is

replaced by?

NEP 2020 emphasizes
education from which

age group?

Which language policy is
recommended under

NEP 20207

NEP 2020 aims to
achieve 100% Gross
Enroliment Ratio in
school education by

which year?

NEP 2020 targets Gross
Enrollment Ratio (GER)
in higher education to

reach?

Which body was

replaced by the Higher
Education Commission of
India (proposed under

NEP)?

Which committee drafted
the National Education

Policy 20207

Which Education Policy
was in force before NEP

20207
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A) Ministry of Skill
Development B) Ministry of
Education C) Ministry of
Social Justice D) Ministry of

Culture

A) 5+3+3+4 B) 4+4+4+2 C)

8+4 D) 6+3+3+2

A) 3—-18 Years B) 5-18
Years C) 6-18 Years D)

4-16 Years

A) One-Language Formula
B) Two-Language Formula
C) Three-Language

Formula D) Four-Language

Formula

A) 2025 B) 2030 C) 2035 D)

2040

A) 40% B) 45% C) 50% D)

60%

A) UGC only B) AICTE only
C) Multiple Regulatory
Bodies D) NCERT

A) Kasturirangan
Committee B) Kothari
Committee C) Yashpal
Committee D) Mudaliar

Committee

A) 1968 Policy B) 1975
Policy C) 1986 Policy D)

1992 Policy

B) Ministry of
Education

A) 5+3+3+4

A) 3-18 Years

C)
Three-Languag
e Formula

B) 2030

C) 50%

C) Multiple
Regulatory
Bodies

A)
Kasturirangan
Committee

C) 1986 Policy
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UPSC 202 NEP 2020 recommends  A) Class 5 B) Class 6 C) B) Class 6

CAPF 3 vocational education Class 8 D) Class 9
exposure from which
class?
SSC 202  Which institution A) UGC B) NCERT C) B) NCERT
CGL 4 develops the National AICTE D) NIOS
Curriculum Framework
under NEP?
RRB 202 NEP 2020 aims to A) 2030 B) 2035 C) 2040 D) B) 2035
GroupD 2 increase GER in higher 2047
education to 50% by
which year?
SSCGD 202 Foundational Stage A) 3-8 Years B) 6-11 Years A) 3-8 Years
3 under NEP 2020 covers  C) 11-14 Years D) 14-18
which age group? Years
Conclusion

Odisha Becomes First State to Provide Paid Free Education From KG To PG (CM Naveen
Patnaik) | Historic Step Intervention Christian Decision. In fact, the state intends to eliminate all
financial barriers between kindergarten and postgraduate education. Additionally, the project
could boost literacy and higher education enrolment, lower dropout rates, and bolster economic
development. Yet there are still implementation challenges — but long-term benefits should be
worth the effort.

Odisha Announces KG-to-PG Free Education Policy FAQs

1. Which state became the first to offer free education from KG to PG?

Odisha became the first state in India to provide free education from kindergarten to
postgraduate level.

2. What does the KG to PG education scheme cover?
The scheme covers educational expenses from kindergarten through postgraduate studies.

3. Why was this initiative introduced?

The initiative aims to improve educational access, reduce financial barriers, and increase
enrollment and retention rates.
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4. Who will benefit from the scheme?

Students across Odisha, especially those from economically weaker and marginalized
backgrounds, will benefit.

5. How can free education reduce dropout rates?

Students are less likely to leave school or college when financial constraints are removed.
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