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UNHCR Reports: First Global Displacement Decline in a Decade, in 2025, for the 1st time in 10
years. This is a major milestone in the world humanitarian landscape. Despite continued
conflict, violence and persecution and extreme weather events driven by climate change
displacing millions of people, there has been some progress in peace and conflict mitigation, as
well as refugee returns, which have led to a slight decrease in the number of people displaced
across the globe. The news from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
about the decrease in displaced populations after years of steep rises worldwide is encouraging.
However, humanitarian conditions are fragile and continued international cooperation is needed
to ensure this progress.

Key Highlights of UNHCR Reports First Global Displacement

e There was an initial downward trend in global displacement for the first time in the past
decade.
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e One of the biggest reasons for the downward trend was in the number of refugee
returns.

e Better security conditions in some areas led to a few returns. Few returns were facilitated

by better security conditions in some areas.

Resettlement initiatives were aided by international humanitarian support.

There are still millions of people worldwide who are left displaced.

UNHCR voiced its support for the value of continued support and peacebuilding.

Moving to rebuild and resume a life that has suffered from the effects of climate change

continues to be a concern.

Global Displacement Statistics in 2025

The UNHCR Reports First Global Displacement Decline in a Decade During 2025 after years of
record-breaking increases. Although the reduction is modest, it demonstrates that coordinated
humanitarian and diplomatic efforts can produce meaningful results.

Indicator 2024 2025

Total Displaced Population 122 Million+ 120 Million+

Refugees 43 Million+ 42 Million+

Internally Displaced 68 Million+ 66 Million+

Persons

Asylum Seekers 8 Million+ 8 Million+

Resettled Refugees Increasing Increased
Further

Why Global Forced Displacement Falls for the First Time in 10
Years

e Better Security Conditions: Peace agreements, cease-fires, and less violence in
various conflict areas enabled many internally displaced persons to go safely home.

e Voluntary Refugee Returns were encouraged by the government and humanitarian
organisations, which facilitated the safe and voluntary repatriation of refugees, provided
legal support and provided reintegration services.
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e More ICOs: there was more regional coordination between countries, international
agencies and NGOs on matters related to displacement challenges and solutions with
long-term benefits.

e Greater access to Permanent Resettlement Programs, housing, education and
employment for refugees in the countries of origin.

e Positive Peacebuilding Activities: Conflict resolution programmes and community
reconciliation endeavours had a positive effect on the internal peace in communities and
mitigated the possibility of an escalation in displacement.

e Humanitarian Assistance: Emergency assistance (food, shelter, health care, education
and others) helped to address the needs of affected people and to assist in their
recovery.

e \Work on economic recovery projects, such as reconstruction and placement measures
and job creation schemes, made it easier for the displaced families to return and get
things back on track.

e Enhanced Refugee Integration Policies: Refugees had greater access to social
services, jobs, and education, which enabled them to be self-reliant and in a position of
stability in host countries.

e Better Disaster Management: Improved disaster preparedness and climate adaptation
actions reduced displacement attributable to natural hazards, in some areas.

e Priority shift to Durable Solutions: Voluntary return, local integration and resettlement
were gaining ground in the agenda of these governments and international
organisations, marking the first time in 10 years that forced displacement has decreased
globally.

UNHCR PYQs (Previous Year Questions)

Exam &

Year

SSC
CGL
2023

UPSC
Prelims
2016

Question

UNHCR stands for?

The headquarters of
UNHCR is located
in which city?

Options

(A) United Nations Humanitarian
Council for Refugees (B) United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (C) United Nations Human
Rights Commission for Refugees (D)
United Nations Humanitarian
Commission for Relief

(A) Vienna (B) Geneva (C) Paris (D)
New York

Answer

(B) United
Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees

(B) Geneva
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SSC UNHCR was (A) 1945 (B) 1948 (C) 1950 (D) 1955 (C) 1950
CHSL established in which
2022 year?

RRB World Refugee Day (A) 5 June (B) 10 December (C) 20 (C) 20 June
NTPC is observed every June (D) 24 October
2021 year on?

UPSC The 1951 (A) Climate Change (B) Refugee (B) Refugee
Prelims  Convention is Protection (C) Human Rights Council  Protection
2020 related to which of (D) Nuclear Safety

the following?

SSC UNHCR received (A) One (B) Two (C) Three (D) Four (B) Two
CGL the Nobel Peace
2021 Prize how many

times?

CDS Which UN agency is (A) UNESCO (B) UNICEF (C) UNDP (D) UNHCR

2022 responsible for (D) UNHCR

protecting refugees

worldwide?
SSC Who appoints the (A) UN Security Council (B) World (C) UN General
MTS UN High Bank (C) UN General Assembly (D) Assembly
2023 Commissioner for IMF

Refugees?
RRB The headquarters of (A) France (B) Switzerland (C) (B) Switzerland
Group D UNHCR is located Germany (D) Belgium
2022 in which country?
State UNHCR began its (A) 1 January 1951 (B) 24 October (A) 1 January
PCS operations on? 1945 (C) 14 December 1950 (D) 1 1951
2021 July 1952

Conclusion on UNHCR First Global Drop in Forced Displacement

UNHCR Reports First Global Displacement Decline in a Decade During 2025 represents a
significant milestone, as the news follows a challenging and fatal year marked by the deaths of
at least 512,000 Palestinians in Gaza in 2024. This comes as positive news for the world,
following a devastating and deadly year in 2024 during which at least 512,000 Palestinians lost
their lives in Gaza. The decrease is small, but it is a clear sign of successful coordinated
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peacebuilding, refugee return programs and goodwill by the international community. Still, there
are a lot of issues to be addressed, such as poor security, climate-related migration, and
economic instability. Governments, humanitarian actors and international partners should
therefore continue to work together to ensure the momentum is maintained. The UNHCR
Reports First Global Displacement Decline in a Decade During 2025 is a hopeful milestone and
a reminder that there is still work to do to safeguard vulnerable populations around the world for
the long term.

UNHCR Records First Global Displacement Decline (FAQSs)

1. What is UNHCR and what does it do?

UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) is the UN agency responsible for
protecting refugees, asylum seekers, stateless persons, and internally displaced people. It
provides humanitarian assistance, legal protection, and durable solutions for displaced
populations worldwide.

2. Why did global forced displacement decline in 2025?

Global forced displacement declined in 2025 due to improved security conditions, voluntary
refugee returns, stronger international cooperation, expanded resettlement programs, and
successful peacebuilding initiatives in several conflict-affected regions.

3. Where is the headquarters of UNHCR located?

The headquarters of UNHCR is located in Geneva. The agency coordinates refugee protection
and humanitarian operations from its headquarters while maintaining offices worldwide.

4. When was UNHCR established?

UNHCR was established by the United Nations General Assembly on 14 December 1950 and
officially began operations on 1 January 1951.

5. What is the difference between a refugee and an internally displaced
person (IDP)?

A refugee crosses an international border to seek safety from persecution or conflict, while an
internally displaced person (IDP) remains within the borders of their own country despite being
forced to leave their home.
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Japan’'s H3 Rocket Returns to Flight
With New Low-Cost Variant

JapansHIPR LIE
Rocket ﬂBtlII'IIS ) i
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The country's H3 rocket made her maiden fllght with a new low-cost rocket variant as Japan
moves a key initiative forward in its burgeoning space program. Developed by the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, the H3 rocket is
designed to provide reliable and cost-effective access to space. With the successful
demonstration of the rocket's capabilities at its latest mission, the team is introducing a new
variant of the rocket, which promises to make the launch more competitive in the global market,
while being less expensive. The return to flight is especially significant as it boosts Japan's
presence in the commercial space industry. Additionally, the mission showcases the nation's
spirit of innovation, cost-effectiveness, and technological advancements in launching satellites.

Key Highlights of Japan’s H3 Rocket Returns to Flight

e Although the rocket H3 has suffered development challenges in previous attempts, it
was successfully launched in Japan.

The mission ushered in a new generation of the low-cost H3 launch vehicle.

The rocket is made to achieve a dramatic cost savings in launch.

To this end, the H3 program was developed by JAXA and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries.
The launch will boost Japan's competitiveness in the international space industry.
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e The rocket will be used to put satellites and scientific equipment into orbit.
e The mission shows enhanced reliability and efficiency in operation.

Why Japan’s H3 Rocket Returns to Flight With New Low-Cost
Variant?

The mission to test the success is significant in a number of ways. Certainly it makes Japan
more confident of the next-generation launch capability. Secondly, it proves the practicability of
competitive, less costly, launch services in space industry markets.

There are a number of nations and private firms striving to minimize the cost of ejections as
well. In this regard, cost is increasingly the deciding factor to lure business consumers. The
low-cost-type satellite will be used to secure a bigger market share in market for satellite
launches globally.

Moreover, the mission highlights Japan's engineering capability and its plans for the long-term
development of space.

How the New Low-Cost Variant Improves Space Accessibility

e Lowens launch costs: The new low-cost H3 variant brings the satellite launch to the
governments, private companies, and the research institutions much more accessible
title to the launch, at the reduced cost. This cost saving opportunities allow more groups
to utilize space technology and space access.

e Lower launch costs — Improved for startups and small satellite companies that are often
budgeted for. Consequently, there are more satellites available in orbit for use in other
applications, such as communication, navigation and observation of the Earth.

e Promotes Innovation: Provides universities, research centers, and technology
companies with simple access to space for testing ideas and prototyping for new space
technologies that could never have been realized without such access.

e Enhances competitiveness in global launch market: The low-cost variant will further
strengthen the competitiveness of Japan in the global launch market by tapping into
domestic and international market demand for reliable and cost-effective global launch
solutions.

e Facilitates Scientific Research: Increases frequency of scientific payload launches and
experimental space missions, providing scientific progress in areas such as astronomy,
climate monitoring and space exploration.

e Facilitates Satellite Constellations: Lower launch costs support the deployment of
satellite constellations in different services such as internet access, weather, disaster
management, environment monitoring.

e Enhances the opportunities of developing countries and emerging space nations to
access space programmes at economic costs.
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e Enhances Mission Flexibility: The mission flexibility of the H3 rocket's adaptable design
makes space access more convenient for a diversity of mission requirements and
payload sizes.

e Promotes Innovation and Competition in the Space Industry: Reduces barriers to entry,
which fosters innovation and competition.Supports a global space industry: Opens the
door for new industry players, thereby promoting innovation, competition, and global
economic growth.

e H3 Low-cost variant: The H3 rocket's low-cost option helps facilitate sustainable growth
in commercial space activities and future exploration missions.

JAXA & Japan Technology PYQs

Exam & Question Options Answer
Year

SSC JAXA is the space (A) China (B) South Korea (C) (C) Japan

CGL agency of which country? Japan (D) Russia

2023

RRB What is the full form of (A) Japan Aerospace Exploration (A) Japan

NTPC JAXA? Agency (B) Japan Aviation and Aerospace

2021 Exploration Authority (C) Japanese  Exploration
Aeronautics Agency (D) Japan Agency
Advanced Exploration Association

SSC JAXA was formed in (A) 1998 (B) 2003 (C) 2008 (D) (B) 2003

CHSL which year? 2010

2022

UPSC  The headquarters of (A) Tokyo (B) Tsukuba (C) Kyoto (D) (B) Tsukuba

CDS JAXA is located in? Osaka

2021

SSC Which country (A) India (B) China (C) Japan (D) (C) Japan

MTS successfully landed the UAE
2023 SLIM Moon lander in
20247

RRB Hayabusa missions are (A) USA (B) Russia (C) Japan (D) (C) Japan
Group associated with which France
D 2022 country?
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SSC Japan became the fifth (A) Chandrayaan-3 (B) SLIM (C) (B) SLIM
CPO country to achieve a soft Hayabusa-2 (D) Kaguya
2022 landing on the Moon

through which mission?

CDS Hayabusa2 mission (A) Bennu (B) Ryugu (C) Eros (D) (B) Ryugu
2024 collected samples from Vesta
which asteroid?

SSC Which Japanese mission (A) Kaguya (B) Hayabusa2 (C) (B) Hayabusa2
GD successfully returned Akatsuki (D) SLIM
2023 asteroid samples to
Earth?
State JAXA was formed (A) Two (B) Three (C) Four (D) Five (B) Three
PCS through the merger of
2022 how many organizations?

Conclusion on Japan Unveils Affordable Space Launch Solution

Japan's H3 Rocket Returns to Flight With New Low-Cost Variant” signifies a pivotal moment in
Japan's space program, as the mission was a demonstration of the rocket's capability with the
new variant. The H3 rocket's affordability, flexibility, and reliability will help consolidate Japan's
position in the rapidly changing space industry on a global scale. Additionally, small costs result
in a long-term opportunity to expand the accessible space for companies to branch out and
open their doors for other companies to market their product. With these capabilities, H3's "the
new technology to be paid back in the future" - Low Cost Variant could be one of Japan's most
important space achievements and an innovation catalyst for the space industry of the future.

FAQs: Japan’s H3 Rocket Returns to Flight With New Low-Cost

1. What is the H3 rocket?

The H3 rocket is Japan’s next-generation launch vehicle developed by the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA) and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries. It is designed to provide reliable
and cost-effective satellite launch services.

2. Why is the H3 rocket important for Japan?

The H3 rocket strengthens Japan’s space capabilities by reducing launch costs, improving
flexibility, and increasing competitiveness in the global commercial launch market.
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3. What is the purpose of the new low-cost variant?

The new low-cost variant aims to make space launches more affordable, allowing more
organizations, startups, and research institutions to access space.

4. Who developed the H3 rocket?

The H3 rocket was jointly developed by JAXA and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries as the successor
to Japan’s H-IIA launch vehicle.

5. How does the H3 rocket reduce launch costs?

The rocket uses simplified manufacturing processes, efficient engine technology, and flexible
configurations to lower production and operational expenses.

U.S. Becomes World’s Top Oil Exporter:
Key Facts and Global Impact

U.S. Becomes
World’s Top

Oil Exporter:
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Oil Exporter: A massive shift has propelled the United States to the top spot as the world's
largest oil exporter, changing the world's energy landscape forever. Many years ago, the United
States was experiencing a shortage of energy and was consuming imported oil. Thanks to
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technological development, higher domestic production, and astute investments, however, the
nation has carved itself a niche as a foremost oil exporter in the world. This accomplishment
brings about a significant change in the world of energy. Furthermore, it enhances the economic
strength of the USA and its impact on international trade, geopolitics and energy security. The
switch of the U.S. to a world-leading oil exporter could have profound consequences on the
global energy market, where demand continues to rise.

Key Highlights of U.S. Becomes World’s Top Oil Exporter

The combined forces of the United States have become a top oil exporter globally.
Oil production rose sharply thanks to advanced drilling technologies.

The development of shale oil recast the energy landscape in America.

Major European and Asian markets now receive U.S. exports.

National energy security has been fortified by energy independence.

Imports of oil are a large source of economic growth and jobs.

That shift has changed the patterns of trade for energy around the world.

Rising production has given America greater leverage within energy markets.

Why U.S. Becomes World’s Top Oil Exporter

The Shale revolution increased oil supply: The combination of hydraulic fracturing
and horizontal drilling unleashed the potential of U.S. shale oil resources and caused
nationwide crude oil production to soar, making the United States a global powerhouse.
Record Domestic Oil Production: U.S. crude oil production achieved record levels,
contributing to excess commodities that can potentially be exported on the international
market.

Research on advanced drilling technologies: innovations in drilling and extraction
have increased efficiency, lowered the cost of production, and allowed companies to
access oil reserves that were previously uneconomical.

Relaxing Export Restrictions: While most restrictive U.S. crude oil export restrictions
were lifted in late 2015, this reduced burden created selling opportunities for U.S.
producers on global markets, and this development has driven a torrential surge of
exports as a consequence.

Rising Global Appetite: European and Asian nations stepped up their imports of U.S.
oil in the face of supply outages elsewhere.

Improved Export Infrastructure: With significant investments, infrastructure such as
pipelines, storage facilities, ports and export terminals were enhanced to move oil on a
more efficient basis to customers around the globe.

Energy Independence Objectives: Increased domestic production lessened reliance
on imported oil and enhanced America's position within the international energy markets.
Shifts in Global Supply Due to Geopolitics: Traditional suppliers like Russia, as well
as Middle Eastern producers, saw disruptions that allowed more capacity for U.S. oil
exports around the world.
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e Record Highs for Petroleum Exports: Recent history has shown record levels of both

petroleum and energy exports from the United States, solidifying America as a top global

supplier.

e Competitive Light Sweet Crude: Most US crude produced is relatively high-quality light

sweet crude, highly valued by international refiners, thus providing excellent export
demand.

PYQs on U.S. and Oil (Previous Year Questions)

Exam &
Year

UPSC
Prelims
2013

SSC CGL
2022

RRB
NTPC
2021

SSC
CHSL
2023

UPSC
Prelims
2018

SSC
MTS
2022

RRB
Group D
2022

Question

The term "Shale Gas"
is associated with?

Which country is
currently among the
world's largest crude oil
producers?

Is OPEC primarily
associated with the
production of?

The headquarters of
OPEC is located in?

"Shale Qil" is obtained
from?

Which country is known
for the Shale
Revolution?

Which organisation
publishes global oil
market reports?

Options

(A) Coal Mining (B)
Unconventional Hydrocarbon
Resources (C) Nuclear Energy
(D) Hydropower

(A) Japan (B) United States
(C) Germany (D) France

(A) Coal (B) Natural Gas (C)
Petroleum (D) Uranium

(A) Geneva (B) Vienna (C)
Paris (D) Brussels

(A) Sedimentary Rock
Formations (B) Volcanic Rocks
(C) Limestone Only (D) Coal
Seams

(A) Russia (B) Saudi Arabia
(C) United States (D) Iran

(A) OPEC (B) UNESCO (C)
WHO (D) FAO

Answer

(B) Unconventional
Hydrocarbon
Resources

(B) United States

(C) Petroleum

(B) Vienna

(A) Sedimentary
Rock Formations

(C) United States

(A) OPEC
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CDS Is hydraulic fracturing (A) Gold (B) Crude Oil and (B) Crude Oil and
2023 primarily used for the Natural Gas (C) Iron Ore (D) Natural Gas
extraction of? Uranium
SSC Which country was (A) United States (B) India (C)  (A) United States
CPO most affected by the Brazil (D) Australia
2021 Arab Oil Embargo of
19737
State Which U.S. state isthe  (A) California (B) Texas (C) (B) Texas
PCS largest crude oil Alaska (D) Florida
2022 producer?

Conclusion on U.S. Becoming the World’s Leading Oil Exporter

The U.S. Becoming World’s Largest Oil Exporter is a Stunning Paradox in Global Energy
History. Through technological innovation and shale oil development, America has gone from an
energy importer to a leading exporter as well through strategic investment. In addition, this
accomplishment has also bolstered economic growth, increased energy security and expanded
global influence. Despite hurdles like market fluctuations and environmental issues, U.S.
Becomes World Top Oil Exporter milestone showcases that you can constantly adapt to new
situations and continue leading your position in a changing energy landscape.

FAQs: U.S. Becomes World’s Top Oil Exporter

1. Why did the U.S. become the world’s top oil exporter?

The United States became the world's top oil exporter due to the shale oil revolution, advanced
drilling technologies, increased domestic production, and strong export infrastructure.

2. What is the shale oil revolution?

The shale oil revolution refers to the rapid growth in oil production from shale rock formations
using technologies such as hydraulic fracturing (fracking) and horizontal drilling.

3. Which technology helped boost U.S. oil production?

Hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling were the key technologies that unlocked vast shale oil
reserves and significantly increased production.

4. What is hydraulic fracturing (fracking)?
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Hydraulic fracturing is a drilling technique that injects high-pressure fluid into underground rock
formations to release trapped oil and natural gas.

5. Which U.S. state produces the most crude 0il?

Texas is the largest crude oil-producing state in the United States and plays a major role in the
country's energy sector.
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