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India to Host First IBCA Summit in June
2026

- Indiato HOSI First
c7 IBCA Summit |n June 2026

The first International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Summit will be held in New Delhi from 1-2 June
2026 and will be a significant conference in the global battle to conserve wild animals. Heads of
State, environmental and conservation organisations, scientists, and policymakers from all over
the world will be at the summit, all aiming to achieve a positive outcome. The IBCA, initiated by
the Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in 2023, targets international cooperation to
boost shared efforts towards the conservation of seven prime species of big cats, such as Tiger,
Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard, Cheetah, Jaguar and Puma. The official logo and website of the
summit were launched recently by Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Shri Rajnath Singh, in New Delhi.

India to Host First IBCA Summit in New Delhi in June 2026

e The inaugural International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Summit will be held at the national
capital, New Delhi, on 1-2 June 2026 for the first time in India.

e Heads of government, ministers, conservationists, and representatives of countries and
observers are expected to attend the summit.

e The summit will be around the theme of “Save Big Cats, Save Humanity, Save
Ecosystems".

e In April 2023, international collaboration for big cat conservation was encouraged by the
launch of the International Big Cat Alliance.
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e |BCA works for the protection of these 7 big cats: tiger, lion, leopard, snow leopard,
cheetah, jaguar, and puma.

e India is now regarded as a global leader in the field of wildlife conservation, as
evidenced by its highly successful project on the reintroduction of cheetahs and Project
Tiger.

e As per official statements, it is hoped the summit will foster cooperation and learning in
the scientific field, funding support, and sustainable conservation practices within the
member countries themselves.

e The summit is expected to be attended by over 400 delegates, comprising scientists,
policymakers, financial institutions, and business leaders.

e The summit will also hopefully deepen South-South cooperation and international
partnerships on the conservation of biodiversity.

e India has called on all the big cat range countries that have yet to ratify the alliance to
join the IBCA before the summit.

Theme and Vision of the IBCA Summit

The first International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Summit 2026 theme is “Save Big Cats, Save
Humanity, Save Ecosystems". The project symbolises the government's commitment to
preserving wildlife while fostering ecological harmony, climate efforts, and sustainable practices.
The official IBCA Summit website states that the summit will help enhance cooperation
worldwide for the conservation of seven big cat species and their habitats across 95 range
countries. The summit will emphasise policy coordination, scientific cooperation, community
involvement, and conservation resources. One of the important outcomes that will emerge from
it will be a global conceptual charter for better transboundary cooperation and protection of
biodiversity worldwide, the “Delhi Declaration”.

Conclusion - India to Host First IBCA Summit This June

The first International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Summit was in India in June 2026, underlining the
country's emerging role in conserving wildlife around the world. International cooperation is
expected to grow for the protection of endangered big cat species and for the promotion of
ecological sustainability when the summit takes place. When the summit is convened,
cooperation is expected to increase between countries on the protection of threatened big cat
species, as well as on ecological sustainability. The event will also feature discussions with
world leaders, scientists, and conservation experts, with the aim of promoting mutual learning
and commitment to biodiversity protection. India hopes to foster cooperation and learning about
biodiversity protection through discussions with world leaders, scientists, and conservation
experts. The event will also help remind the audience to consider the need to reconcile
environmental protection and sustainability with resilience for future generations.
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Shashi Shekhar Vempati Appointed
New CBFC Chairman
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Vempati
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The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has named former Prasar Bharati chief Shashi
Shekhar Vempati as the new chief of the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC), Rajnath
Singh announced on Saturday in a party meeting in Lucknow. The Union Minister for
Information and Broadcasting, Rajnath Singh, on Saturday at a party function in Lucknow,
appointed former Prasar Bharati chief Shashi Shekhar Vempati as the new chairperson of the
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC). Vempati would be appointed to fill the vacancy on 6
May 2026 and would hold a three-year tenure. He replaces famed lyricist and writer Prasoon
Joshi, who has recently been appointed chairman of Prasar Bharati. Vempati is an innovator in
the fields of media reform, digital broadcasting, and public communication, having served as a
driving force for change. The appointment is rumoured to boost the working and modernisation
of India's film certification system.

Shashi Shekhar Vempati Takes Charge as New CBFC Chairman

e 6 May 2026: The Government of India appointed Shashi Shekhar Vempati as the new
chairperson of the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC).
He will serve for 3 years from the time he takes charge.
Vempati replaces Prasoon Joshi, who was appointed Chairman of Prasar Bharati
recently.

e Vempati has also "enormous experience in media, broadcasting and public
communication”, says the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.
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e Prasar Bharati has also had the services of Shashi Shekhar Vempati as its CEO from
2017 to 2022.

e While serving at Prasar Bharati, he emphasised digitisation and Doordarshan and AIR
modernisation.

e Educated at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay, he also has a background in
the tech industry before joining media administration.

e Vempati is also the co-founder of Al4India.org, a national movement to encourage
access to artificial intelligence technologies in India.

e The CBFC is a statutory organisation under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
that controls the public screening of movies as per the Cinematograph Act, 1952.

e The board reviews movies and approves them for theatrical release in India with various
categories like U, U/A, A, and S.

e According to the sources, Vempati's role will further bolster the activities of the CBFC in
the changing dynamics of online and on-screen content.

e His knowledge of technology, government, and public broadcasting is expected to help
make the films more efficiently.

About the Central Board of Film Certification

The Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC), also called the Censor Board, is a statutory
body of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting for the regulation of public screening of
films in India under the Cinematograph Act, 1952. CBFC was formed on 15 January 1951, and
its office is in Mumbai. It was formerly known as the Central Board of Film Censors and later
changed to the Central Board of Film Certification in 1983. The board certifies films as U
(universal), U/A (universal/ages 10 and older), A (adult), and S (senior). Justice G.D. Khosla
was the first chairman of the CBFC. The organisation operates through region-wise offices in
India.

Conclusion - Former Prasar Bharati CEO to Lead CBFC as New
Chairman

Shashi Shekhar Vempati’'s new appointment as the Chairman of the Central Board of Film
Certification has turned out to be a major development in India's media and film certification
regime. He has a wealth of experience in public broadcasting, digital transformation, and
governance, which he will bring to the certification process to ensure administrative efficiency
and modernisation. His guidance could also facilitate CBFC's adaptation to emerging trends in
movie and digital content production and adherence to regulatory norms. The appointment is
also seen as part of the government's plans to bolster media institutions with seasoned
technology and communication professionals.
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Bengaluru Records Highest Number of
Cybercrime Cases in India
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CYBER CRIME

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) released its latest “Crime in India 2024” report,
and Bengaluru came out on top of the list of metropolitan cities with the most cybercrime cases.
In 2024, there were over 17,561 victims in the city, representing over half of all cyber offences
reported throughout major metropolitan cities. Fraud and online cheating were the leading types
of cybercrime. Karnataka was also seen to be in the top 10 states for cybercrime registration
nationally. As technological advancement and the use of the internet and digital transactions
keep increasing throughout the country, the report underscores the increasing threat of digital
fraud, online impersonation and cyber-enabled offences becoming prevalent.

Bengaluru Emerges as India’s Top Cybercrime Hotspot

e Bengaluru had the top rank out of all the Indian metros with the highest number of
cybercrime incidents reported in 2024, at 17,561.

e The data was released in “Crime in India 2024” by the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).

e Over 50% of all cybercrime cases across the Indian metropolises reported were
registered in Bengaluru.
In 2024, the city's cybercrime rate was 206.6 cases per lakh population.
The most common cyber offence in Bengaluru was fraud-related crimes.
There are approximately 16,842 cybercrime incidents associated with fraud in Bengaluru
in 2024.
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e The majority of offences were registered under the provisions of the Information
Technology Act related to computer-related crimes and online cheating.
e Cheating by the personation using the computer resources (Section 66D of the IT Act) is
involved in more than 16657 cases.
e |n 2024, Karnataka registered 21,993 cases of cybercrime, securing it as one of the top

states in terms of cybercrime registrations.

Across India, cybercrime cases increased to 101,928 in 2024 from 86,420 in 2023.
The national cybercrime rate rose from 6.2 in 2023 to 7.3 in 2024.
Cybercrime cases registered in India in 2024 included almost 73% cases of fraud.
Presently, the city of Bengaluru has a cybercrime police station in various police zones

for dealing with cyber crimes.
e There is an increased focus on cyber awareness, digital safety and speedier
investigation processes to combat growing cyber threats.

Karnataka Art, Culture & History — PYQs
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Year

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Question

Which temple architecture
style is associated with the
Hoysala period of
Karnataka?

The famous Chennakesava
Temple is located in which
state?

Virupaksha Temple is
located in which historical
region?

Pattadakal monuments are
associated with which
dynasty?

Badami caves are primarily

related to which art tradition?

Which dance form is
traditional to Karnataka?

Options

(a) Nagara (b) Dravida (c)
Vesara (d) Indo-Islamic

(a) Kerala (b) Karnataka (c)
Tamil Nadu (d) Andhra
Pradesh

(a) Chola Nadu (b)
Vijayanagara (c) Kalinga (d)
Magadha

(a) Chalukyas (b) Mauryas
(c) Guptas (d) Mughals

(a) Gupta (b) Chalukya
rock-cut art (c) Mughal (d)
Buddhist only

(a) Kathak (b) Yakshagana
(c) Kuchipudi (d) Sattriya

Answer

(c) Vesara

(b) Karnataka

(b)

Vijayanagara

(a) Chalukyas

(b) Chalukya
rock-cut art

(b) Yakshagana
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Hampi is associated with
which empire?

Hoysala temples are famous
for which feature?

Dollu Kunitha is a folk dance
of which region?

Which city is known as the
cultural capital of
Karnataka's history?

(a) Maurya (b) Vijayanagara
(c) Gupta (d) Kushan

(a) Wooden architecture (b)
Star-shaped platform (c)
Dome structure (d) Stupa
style

(a) North India (b)
Karnataka (c) Rajasthan (d)
Punjab

(a) Mysuru (b) Bengaluru
(c) Mangaluru (d) Hubballi

(b)

Vijayanagara

(b) Star-shaped

platform

(b) Karnataka

(a) Mysuru

Conclusion - Bengaluru Tops India in Cybercrime Cases

The emergence of Bengaluru amongst the list of top cities for cybercrime offences in India
underlines the escalating danger of cybercrime in a more connected world. Impersonation,
financial scams, and fraud in online transactions have surged as a result of the explosion of the
Internet and online transactions. This needs to be backed by improved policing arrangements,
public awareness and cybersecurity measures. Authorities are concentrating on upgrading
cyber infrastructure and investigation skills to address the issues. The instance calls for
improved digital habits and tougher cyber legislation.

HINDI
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