Current Affairs Capsule for 4 May 2026
(cLAsS24)

BWF Thomas & Uber Cup 2026:
Chinese Men, Korean Women Win
Respective Titles

[.:1!' ouss &

[ 277 12N

BWF Thomas & Uber Cup 2026:

Chinese Men, Korean Women Wm Respectlve T|tles
P N"h - \‘ ¥ *,1 /
<8 > ,

The BWF Thomas and Uber Cup 2026 finals were thrillingly contested as the men of China and
women of Korea won the highly-rated world team badminton championships at Horsens,
Denmark. China ended its reign of championing the title with a 3-1 victory over France in the
Thomas Cup final, and this has earned them an additional record-barring 12th win in the sport of
habitual championing of the title, which has also succeeded in titling them with a
record-breaking 12th win in the sport of habitual championing of the title. In the meantime,
Korea shocked defending champions China 3-1 in the Uber Cup final, winning their third
women’s team championship after previous triumphs in 2010 and 2022. The dramatic finals
included the best performances, intense competitions, and joyful emotions when two giants of
badminton appeared on the world stage.

BWF Thomas & Uber Cup 2026 Final Results

e The BWF Thomas and Uber Cup 2026 ended in a thrilling culminating day in Horsens,
Denmark, as the world’s best badminton nations battled to make it to the final day.

e The beautiful biennial championship had once again provided intense rivalry, emotional
revelling, and historic moments.
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During the women's Uber Cup Final, the Republic of Korea overtook China by 3-1 goals
to win the title.

This was the second win on the Uber Cup over the past three events, proving their
increasing supremacy in women's badminton.

It was their third overall title after having won the title previously in 2010 and 2022.
There could not have been a better start for Korea than the one given by World No. 1
and Paris 2024 Olympic champion An Se Young.

With a dominating performance, she conquered China’s Wang Zhi Yi in straight games
21-10, 21-13.

China bounced back in the doubles match to level the tie at 1-1.

But Korea took power once again under Kim Ga Eun, who spanked senior-ranked Chen
Yu Fei.

Kim created an unforgettable upset, which was 21-19, 21-15, placing Korea one point
short of the title.

Baek Ha Na and Kim Hye Jeong finished the title race in a dramatic duel of doubles.
The Korean couple fell behind, a game, to lose to Jia Yi Fan and Zhang Shu Xian 16-21,
21-10, 21-13.

Players of Korea invaded the field, celebrating their capture of the renowned cup.

China has failed to win its 17th-longest Uber Cup title on record.

China lost to France by the same margin of 3-1 in the men's Thomas Cup final.

The battle took close to four and a half hours, which depicts the expertise of the combat.
China has defended the title it has won as well in 2024.

It was the 13th overall championship in the 12-year tournament history of China.

Weng Hong Yang and Shi Yu Qi got pivotal singles victories for China.

They overmatched the renowned Popov brothers of France in crucial games.

The deciding point was in the doubles game between He Ji Ting and Ren Xiang Yu.
The Chinese duo beat Eloi Adam and Leo Rossi 21-13, 21-16.

France stamped its authority in the tournament as it made it to the finals against great
odds.

China once again showed why they are a force in badminton in the world.

The women of Korea and the men of China became the champions of the world team in
2026.

Conclusion - BWF Thomas & Uber Cup 2026

The BWF Thomas and Uber Cup 2026 came to a memorable end, with the state-of-the-art
performances emerging as worthy champions in China as well as Korea. China has contended
for the Thomas Cup title and has reasserted its dominance and leadership in world badminton,
while Korea stunned to win the Uber Cup, a sign of its increasing prowess in the world
badminton arena. The 1999 Horsens, Denmark tournament was filled with passionate matches,
giant upsets, and world-class sports action across the week. As the list of badminton
up-and-comers grows and the list of long-time powerhouses gets longer, the 2026 edition
served as a reminder as to why the Thomas and Uber Cup continues to be among the most
prestigious and exciting team championships in the history of badminton.
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Indian Startup GalaxEye Launches
World’s First OptoSAR Satellite
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The launch of the Mission Drishti, the first OptoSAR satellite in the world, by Indian startup
GalaxEye has made a historic first with the launch of the first OptoSAR satellite in the world.
The satellite was developed in Bengaluru and was successfully launched into orbit on a SpaceX
Falcon 9. The combination of optical imaging with Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR), in the new
project being considered (Mission Drishti), allows high-resolution images to be captured in any
weather conditions, either daytime or nighttime. Emphasised in the launch is the increasing
power of India in the innovation of the private space and development of advanced satellite
technology. It further throws GalaxEye in with the major world space-tech start-ups, which are
pushing the envelope of commercial remote sensing.

Why GalaxEye’s OptoSAR Satellite Launch Is a Big Milestone for
India

e GalaxEye is an Indian space-tech start-up based in Bengaluru that specialises in offering
solutions to Earth observation.

The firm was able to put up its first satellite, dubbed Mission Drishti.

Drishti is being termed the first OptoSAR satellite in the world.

OptoSAR is an optical imaging and synthetic aperture radar (SAR) on a single platform.
Optical sensors record transparent images that are viewed in daylight.
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SAR technology is able to penetrate clouds, rain and darkness.

The two systems work more effectively and more unprofitably together to provide more

data on the state of the Earth.

It was launched on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.

It was launched from Vandenberg Space Force Base, California.

The mission Drishti has a ballast of about 190 kilograms.

It is said to be the biggest privately developed Earth observer satellite in India.

The mission consolidates the fast-emerging new private space industry in India.

It demonstrates the potential of Indian startups in advanced satellite engineering.

The satellite has the capacity to help in disaster management in cases of floods, storms

and emergencies.

It can assist in tracking crops and farmland in support of farm planning.

It can also help in infrastructure development, mapping and urban development

mapping.

All weather imaging data is capable of use by defence and security agencies.

GalaxEye has a commercial rollout of data services, which will be launched post-launch.

The mission is an indication of the increasing presence of India in the international arena

as far as commercial space technology is concerned.

e India boasts of a rich startup and innovation sector, which has produced the proud
success of Mission Drishti.

Conclusion — GalaxEye World’s First OptoSAR Satellite Launch

The Mission Drishti of GalaxEye, the first OptoSAR satellite in the world, is really a time mark of
the Indian private space industry. The mission will combine optical imaging with synthetic
aperture radar technology to enable future space missions to provide increased high-tech
imaging capabilities of the Earth in any weather or light condition. This milestone underscores
the increasing level of innovation and global competitiveness of Indian space technology
startups. Mission Drishti is capable of supplying the disaster management, agriculture,
infrastructural planning and defence requirements with high-quality satellite data. The
successful introduction of GalaxEye not only enhances the existing space ecosystem in India
but also marks a new era in next-generation commercial satellite solutions.
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Ashwini Vaishnaw Announces June 1
Launch of South Coastal Railway Zone

Ashwini Vaishnaw

Announces June 1
Launch of

4. 3outh Goastal

Raillway Zone
/////// Hiu NN w/l

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced that the South Coastal Railway Zone
(SCoR) will start to operate on June 1, 2026. The new zone would be headquartered in
Visakhapatnam and is likely to provide a boost to the railway administration, enhance
connectivity, and speed up the development of infrastructure within Andhra Pradesh. The
announcement was made at an occasion in Visakhapatnam where the minister stated that soon
the gazette notification of the new zone would be issued. The step satisfies a long-overdue
requirement and the establishment of an 18th railway zone in India.

South Coastal Railway Zone Launch on June 1: Key Benefits for
Andhra Pradesh

e Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated June 1, 2026, as the operational date of the
South Coastal Railway Zone.

This new railway area will be referred to as South Coastal Railway (SCoR).

It will have its base in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

It will change the South Coastal Railway to the 18th railway zone in the Indian Railways.
The Gazette notification of the zone is likely to be released officially before the launch.
The ruling is believed to have given a big boost to the railway administration in Andhra
Pradesh.

e The new zone tries to enhance efficiency in operations within the region.
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It is likely to accelerate the approvals of projects and the planning of railways.

Better zonal control can help improve passenger services.

This is likely to be bolstered by coastal connectivity regarding the freight movement.
The port network of Visakhapatnam is such that it gives the new zone a strategic
significance.

The zone will assist in linking the mineral-abundant belt to the faster ports.

Andhra Pradesh was also given an all-time high railway budget allocation of 10,134
crore.

In the state, ¥1.06 lakh crore of the railway projects are underway.

According to the minister, Andhra Pradesh has already completely electrified its railway
network.

In the state, 74 railway stations are being modernised.

There are also several flyovers and underpasses that are being constructed.

It is intended that the East Coast corridor should be extended to a four-line system.

It may enable up to 500 more passenger and freight trains in the future.

The zone satisfies a long-time need associated with the Andhra Pradesh reorganisation.
South Coastal Railway will generate employment and economic prospects within the
region.

The opening of June 1 is an important mark of the completion of modernization of Indian
Railways.

List of Indian Railway Zones and Headquarters

Railway Zone Year of Creation Headquarters Importance

Central Railway 1951 Mumbai Major passenger and freight

(CR) zone serving Maharashtra and
central India.

Eastern Railway 1952 Kolkata An important suburban,

(ER) industrial, and passenger
network in eastern India.

East Central 2002 Haijipur Key freight and passenger

Railway (ECR) zones connecting Bihar and the
eastern corridors.

East Coast 2003 Bhubaneswar Major mineral, freight, and port

Railway (ECoR) connectivity zone.

Northern Railway 1952 New Delhi Largest zone connecting Delhi,

(NR) Punjab, Haryana, UP, and

Jammu routes.
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Handles busy Delhi-Howrah and
Delhi—-Mumbai trunk routes.

Important for eastern Uttar
Pradesh and Nepal-border
regions.

Lifeline railway network for
Northeast India.

Covers Rajasthan tourism,
defence, and desert routes.

One of India’s oldest zones
serving Tamil Nadu and Kerala
routes.

Major South India passenger
and freight zone.

An important steel, mining, and
industrial railway network.

India’s top freight-loading zone
with coal transport dominance.

Key Karnataka zone linking
Bengaluru and regional cities.

Major Mumbai suburban and
Guijarat business corridor zone.

Connects Madhya Pradesh and
the major north-west corridors.

India’s first metro railway with
zonal status.

The newest zone was created to
improve the Andhra Pradesh
railway administration.
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Conclusion - Andhra Pradesh South Coastal Railway Zone

The South Coastal Railway Zone is a big milestone for Andhra Pradesh and the Indian
Railways. The new zone is set to enhance the management of the railway, accelerate the rollout
of infrastructure projects, and improve passenger and freight services throughout the region.
Headquartered in Visakhapatnam, the new zone is expected to improve the administration of
the railway as well as accelerate the implementation of infrastructure projects and the
improvement of passenger and freight services throughout the region. It also completes a
long-pending need of the state. By enhancing connectivity, investment opportunities, and
employment creation opportunities, the South Coastal Railway Zone will improve the economic
growth and the development of transport services in Andhra Pradesh.

Rajasthan Royals Acquired by Mittal
Family, Adar Poonawala for $1 .65 B|II|on
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The Rajasthan Royals franchise would change ownership significantly after a deal between the
Mittal family and Adar Poonawala to acquire the IPL team was finalised at a deal estimated to
be worth approximately 1.65 billion. Other sister franchises involved in the transaction are the
Royals in South Africa (Paarl Royals in the SA20 league of Great Britain) and Royals in the
Barbados Royals in the Caribbean Premier League. The deal will be closed in Q3 2026, subject
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to regulatory approvals. The relocation singles out the skyrocketing commercial worth of IPL
franchises and a mushrooming number of investors in international cricket assets.

Rajasthan Royals $1.65 Billion Deal: Key Highlights

e The transaction of Rajasthan Royals and the affiliated teams were estimated to be
approximately 1.65 billion.
The purchase involves Rajasthan Royals, Paarl Royals, and Barbados Royals.
The Mittal family and Adar Poonawala are the leaders of the buying consortium.
Some of the important members of the group include industrialist Lakshmi N. Mittal and
Aditya Mittal.
Adar Poonawala is one of the most popular businesspeople and investors in India.
After the completion, it is projected that the Mittal family will own aapproximately a75%
stake.
The expected share held by Adar Poonawala is around an 18% stake.
Approved investors will retain approximately a 7% stake, including Manoj Badale, among
others.
e Approvals of BCCI, CCl and the IPL Governing Council are required to authorise the
transaction.
The deal will likely be finalised in Q3 2026.
The Rajasthan Royals were also among the first franchises to be launched in 2008 in the
IPL.
This team was famously crowned with the first IPL title in 2008.
The franchise has its location in Jaipur, Rajasthan.
The change in ownership is a reflection of the increase in team value of IPL teams
around the world.
Cricket leagues are still regarded by global investors as an important asset in sports.
Another cricket team, the Rajasthan Royals, have an increasingly growing presence in
other countries such as the USA and England with their overseas leagues.
Mittal has experience already in the field of sports investment.
This is one of the largest franchise sales in the history of cricket.
Good brand value and IPL popularity contributed to the valuation being projected higher.
The acquisition would lead to new capital, strategy, and growth opportunities on a global
scale.
e Under new owners, fans will be more scrutinizing over any future management and team
complaints.

PYQs on Indian Premier League

Exam Year Question Options Correct Answer
Name
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2024

Which team won the first IPL  A) CSK B) RR C) MI D)

title in 20087

Which team won IPL 2024
title?

Which team was runner-up
in IPL 20247

Which team won IPL 20237

Which team was runner-up
in IPL 20237

Which two teams are the
most successful in IPL
history till 20247

How many IPL titles have
Mumbai Indians won till
20247

How many IPL titles have
Chennai Super Kings won
till 202472

Which team won
back-to-back IPL titles in
2010 and 20117

Which team won IPL 2022 in
its debut season?

Which team won IPL 20207

Which team won IPL 20217

Which team has won IPL

three times till 20247

Which team won IPL 20167

RCB

A) KKR B) SRH C) CSK
D) RR

A) RR B) MI C) SRH D)
GT

A) GT B) MI C) CSK D)
SRH

A) GT B) MI C) KKR D)
RR

A) Ml & CSK B) KKR &
SRH C) RR & GT D) DC
& PBKS

A)3B)4C)5D)6

A)4B)5C)6 D)3

A) Ml B) KKR C) CSK D)
RR

A)LSG B) GT C) RR D)
DC

A) MI B) DC C) CSK D)
SRH

A) CSK B) KKR C) MI D)
RR

A) RR B) KKR C) GT D)
SRH

A) RCB B) SRH C) MI D)
KKR

B) Rajasthan
Royals

A) Kolkata
Knight Riders

C) Sunrisers
Hyderabad

C) Chennai
Super Kings

A) Gujarat
Titans

A) Ml & CSK

C)5

B) 5

C) Chennai
Super Kings

B) Gujarat
Titans

A) Mumbai
Indians

A) Chennai
Super Kings

B) Kolkata
Knight Riders

B) Sunrisers
Hyderabad
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2025

2024

2025

2024

2025

2024

Which team won IPL 20097

Which team has never won
IPL till 20247

Which city is home ground
of Rajasthan Royals?

IPL is organized by which
body?

Which team defeated
Sunrisers Hyderabad in IPL
2024 final?

In which year was the first
IPL played?

A) Deccan Chargers B)
RR C) MI D) CSK

A) PBKS B) GT C) RR D)
SRH

A) Jaipur B) Delhi C)
Mumbai D) Pune

A) ICC B) BCCI C) ACC
D) MCA

A) KKR B) CSK C) MI D)
RR

A) 2007 B) 2008 C) 2009
D) 2010

A) Deccan
Chargers

A) Punjab
Kings
A) Jaipur

B) BCCI

A) Kolkata
Knight Riders

B) 2008

Conclusion — Mittal Family, Adar Poonawala Acquire Rajasthan

Royals

The sale of the Rajasthan Royals to the Mittal family and Adar Poonawala was a significant
point in the business of the Indians in the game of cricket. The deal is worth approximately 1.65
billion, and the deal underscores the increasing commercial viability of IPL franchises and the
interest of global investors in the sport. Having good financial support and knowledge about
business, the Rajasthan Royals might pass to a new stage of development and prosperity. This
also indicates the way in which the cricket teams are increasingly becoming the premium global
sports property.

HINDI
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