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The Kopra Reservoir in Bilaspur district is now a significant bird species site and a biodiversity
hotspot in Chhattisgarh, as it was accorded the status of an International Wetland of significance
for birds under the Ramsar endorsement. The reservoir serves as a stopover site for migratory
birds, supports breeding fish species, and provides irrigation and local livelihoods. This Ramsar
tag emphasises its ecological value and reflects the theme of International Day for Biological
Diversity 2026: “Local Action, Global Impact”. The wetland is now recognised as a symbol of
India's conservation and climate resilience and sustainable development efforts.

Importance of Kopra Reservoir as a Biodiversity Hotspot

e Kopra Reservoir is the first Ramsar site in Chhattisgarh since the state acquired the
status of RAMSAR site in December 2025, and is located in Bilaspur district.

e Ramsar Sites are areas of wetlands designated under the Ramsar Convention as of
international importance for their wetland values.

e |t's a significant site for migratory and local birds such as river tern, common pochard
and Egyptian vulture.
Highly productive in terms of fish, amphibians, reptiles, insects, and aquatic plants.
The wetland irrigates and supplies drinking water to villages in the vicinity and agriculture
in the area.

e |t was constructed as an artificial irrigation project but has developed into a
self-maintained wetland community.
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e The government of Chhattisgarh took up more serious afforestation and conserving
wetlands activities following the recognition as a RAMSAR site.
Banning fishing in the reservoir to preserve the ecological and migratory bird habitats.
Overall, the site symbolises India's priorities and objectives for biodiversity conservation

and resilience in the face of climate change.

e Itis hoped that Ramsar recognition will lead to sustainable use of wetlands, scientific
research and eco-tourism.
e The reservoir is an expression of the increasing role of wetlands in environmental

governance.

e India's inventory of RAMSAR sites is still growing in order to enhance the conservation
of wetlands and ecological sustainability.

PYQs on Ramsar Sites

Exam
Name

UPSC
Prelims

SSC CGL

Railway
NTPC

SSC
CHSL

UPSC
CDS

SSC GD

State
PCS

Year

202

202

202

202

202

202

202

Question

The Ramsar Convention is
related to the conservation of
which of the following?

Which of the following is the
first Ramsar Site in India?

Ramsar Convention was
signed in which country?

Which Indian state has the
largest number of Ramsar
Sites?

Which among the following is
a Ramsar Site?

World Wetlands Day is
observed on:

Loktak Lake, a Ramsar Site,
is located in which state?

Options

A. Forests B. Wetlands C.

Grasslands D. Coral
Reefs

A. Chilika Lake B.
Keoladeo National Park
C. Wular Lake D. Loktak
Lake

A. India B. Switzerland C.

Iran D. France

A. Gujarat B. Tamil Nadu
C. Uttar Pradesh D.
Rajasthan

A. Sundarbans B. Gir
National Park C.
Kaziranga D. Jim Corbett

A. 5 June B. 22 April C. 2
February D. 21 March

A. Assam B. Meghalaya
C. Manipur D. Tripura

Answer

B. Wetlands

A. Chilika
Lake

C. Iran

B. Tamil
Nadu

A.
Sundarbans

C.2
February

C. Manipur
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SSC MTS 202 Keoladeo National Park, a A. Gujarat B. Rajasthan B. Rajasthan
3 Ramsar Site, is located in: C. Madhya Pradesh D.
Odisha

UPSC 202  Which organization maintains A. UNESCO B. UNEP C. C. Ramsar
Prelims 2 the Ramsar List of Wetlands Ramsar Secretariat D. Secretariat
of International Importance? IUCN

Railway 202 India joined the Ramsar A.1971B. 1982 C. 1990 B. 1982
GroupD 4 Convention in which year? D. 2001

Conclusion on Kopra Reservoir

The success of the conservation of this wetland and protection of biodiversity has certainly
made Kopra Reservoir the symbol of conservation efforts in India. Its designation as a Ramsar
site underscores the need to ensure the conservation of wetlands for ecological functions,
climate change response and living livelihoods. The reservoir is the first Ramsar of the
Chhattisgarh State and an example to the world on how local effort can turn the conservation
effort into a global drive. It also enhances India's international standing in conservation activities
of biodiversity and promotes an understanding of the ecological and economic benefits of
wetlands.
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India is a country with a rich sporting heritage and this remarkable book on India's first gold on
the Olympic podium is yet another reminder of the proud tradition of the Olympics. The book
showcases the obstacles overcome, commitment demonstrated and accomplishments made by
Indian sportspersons who made history in the international arena. It particularly emphasizes
Indian's growth in Olympic sports and mentions the legendary sportspersons such as Abhinav
Bindra who is the first individual Olympic gold medalist of India. These books serve as a relic of
sporting history and an inspiration to young people to excel in sporting events.

Significance of the Historic Olympic Book Release

The book shares with readers the history of India's Olympics successes and regains the
road that took the nation to its first golden opportunity in the Olympic Games.
It reflects the challenges and sacrifices faced by Indian sports personalities in becoming

successful at the International level.

One of the most popular books about the success story of the Indian Games is A Shot at

History.

Abhinav Bindra and sportsbook writer Rohit Brijnath wrote the autobiography.

The book chronicles the journey of considering Bindra as the first Indian to have won an
Olympic gold medal at the 2008 Beijing Games in 10m Air Rifle.

It talks about ‘discipline' and ‘mental strength' in athletic competitions, along with science

training.
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e The publication of such publications enables to impart knowledge of the Olympic history
to professional exam aspirants and students.

e At the Oslo Olympics of 1928, hockey was incorporated as a sport in the Olympics for
the first time in the Indian history.Hockey appeared in the Olympics for the first time in
Indian history at the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics.

e India's first Olympic Gold was in the field of Hockey at the London Olympics Games in
London, 1948.

e The book is also a testimony to the increasing trend of sports culture and the investment

done in Olympic sports in India.
e Sports biographies are life stories of sports personalities that not only help the young
sports people to get inspired but also instill a sense of patriotism among them.
e Political Science books for the current affairs of the UPSC, SSC, Railway and PCS
exams are significant for preparation based on the Olympic theme.
e India keeps on making its mark in diverse games such as shooting, wrestling, athletics,
badminton, and boxing during the Olympics.

e The Olympic movement fosters spirit of sport, friendship and understanding of the world

by sport.

PYQs on India’s Olympic History

Exam Year Question Options Answer
Name
UPSC 202 Neeraj Chopra won India’s A. Discus Throw B. Javelin B. Javelin
Prelims 1 first Olympic gold medal in  Throw C. Shot Put D. High Throw
which event? Jump
SSCCGL 202 Who became the first A. Rajyavardhan Singh B. Abhinav
2 Indian to win an individual  Rathore B. Abhinav Bindra Bindra
Olympic gold medal? C. Sushil Kumar D. Vijay
Kumar
Railway 202  In which Olympics did A. Athens 2004 B. Beijing B. Beijing
NTPC 1 Abhinav Bindra win gold 2008 C. London 2012 D. Rio 2008
for India? 2016
SSC 202  Major Dhyan Chand was A. Football B. Cricket C. C. Hockey
CHSL 3 associated with which Hockey D. Tennis
sport?
UPSC 202 India won its first Olympic ~ A. 1928 B. 1936 C. 1948 D.  A. 1928
CDS 0 gold medal in hockey in 1952

which year?



SSC MTS 202
2
State 202
PCS 3
SSCGD 202
4
UPSC 202

Prelims 2

Railway 202
GroupD 3
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P. V. Sindhu won a silver
medal in which Olympics?

Which Indian wrestler won
two Olympic medals
consecutively?

Mirabai Chanu won an
Olympic medal in which
sport?

Which Indian female
athlete won two Olympic
medals in badminton?

Norman Pritchard won
India’s first Olympic
medals in which year?

A. London 2012 B. Rio 2016
C. Tokyo 2020 D. Beijing
2008

A. Bajrang Punia B.
Yogeshwar Dutt C. Sushil
Kumar D. Ravi Dahiya

A. Boxing B. Wrestling C.
Weightlifting D. Shooting

A. Saina Nehwal B. P. V.
Sindhu C. Mary Kom D.
Sakshi Malik

A. 1896 B. 1900 C. 1920 D.
1928

B. Rio 2016

C. Sushil
Kumar

C.
Weightlifting

B.P. V.
Sindhu

B. 1900

Conclusion on Celebrating India’s First Olympic Gold Launched

The publication of these historic books of the Indian sporting achievements keeps the legacy
alive and encourages the younger generations to take pride in the nation's achievements. How
much dedication and determination can win awards at the global platform is evident from the
examples of Abhinav Bindra. These booklets showcase the achievements of the Indian athletes
in the Olympics and motivate the young people to get involved in sports. They are also vital for
the competitive examination preparation process in emphasizing important points about the
Indian journey of the Olympic games and Sports accomplishments.
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Amid China Curbs

As the demand for EV batteries, semiconductors and renewable energy technologies expands
worldwide, so do the critical minerals needed for these applications, such as lithium, cobalt,
nickel and rare earth elements. In recent months, India, the United States and Quad countries
have stepped up their cooperation on critical mineral supply chains given China's cut in exports
and grounding in the mineral processing industry. The cooperation seeks to mitigate the supply
chain risk, enhance economic security and facilitate clean energy transition. The project is of
immense strategic significance for the country in the sectors of manufacturing, fuel security and
technological development in India.

Importance of India-US and Quad Critical Minerals Partnership

e The critical minerals impact the production of batteries, semiconductors, defense
equipment, solar panels, and EVs.

e This Quad grouping consists of the four countries namely, United States, Australia, India
and Japan.

e China is the leading supplier of the world for rare earth minerals, controlling the world
supply chain for these minerals in the processing market.
The partnership seeks to curtail over-dependence on China for strategic minerals.
India and the US push for greater co-operation in the field of minerals, mineral
technology, mining, and recycling.
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e Australia is a significant producer of lithium and Japan has ahead of the pack mineral
processing technologies.
Critical minerals are important for India’s clean energy and electric mobility targets.
The National Critical Mineral Mission has been initiated in India to ensure strategic
mineral resources.

e The Geological Survey of India (GSI) is investigating reserves of lithium and rare earth
elements in the country.
Lithium reserves have been discovered in the state of Jammu & Kashmir recently.
Quad partnership also enhances robust and resilient global supply chains.

Rare earth minerals play indispensable roles in defense system, electronics, wind
turbines and communication technology.
Bonuses were issued via China's export controls, sparking global fears of a shortage.

India is looking to invest in a foreign country to explore minerals and produce batteries.
Success in the area of cooperation on critical minerals contributes to economic security
and strategic autonomy.

e Itis congruent with international climate objectives and the planning of investments in
renewables.

e The global situation of critical minerals becomes a new part of geopolitics and
international trade relations.The world situation on critical minerals turns into another
scope for geopolitics and international trade relations.

PYQs on Critical Minerals and Quad

Exam
Name

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CGL

Railway

NTPC

UPSC
CDS

Year

2024

2025

2024

2023

Question

Which of the following
countries are members
of the Quad grouping?

Lithium is mainly used
in the manufacturing of:

Rare earth minerals are
important for which
sector?

Which country
dominates global rare
earth processing?

Options

A. India, China, Japan,
Australia B. India, USA,
Japan, Australia C. USA,
UK, India, France D. India,
Russia, Japan, Australia

A. Cement B. Batteries C.
Fertilizers D. Textiles

A. Agriculture B. Electronics

and Defense C. Fisheries D.

Tourism

A. Australia B. Russia C.
China D. Canada

Answer

B. India,
USA, Japan,
Australia

B. Batteries

B. Electronics
and Defense

C. China
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SSC 2025 Recently discovered A. Rajasthan B. Gujarat C.  C. Jammu
CHSL lithium reserves in India Jammu and Kashmir D. and Kashmir
are located in: Odisha
State 2021 Which Quad member A. India B. Japan C. C. Australia
PCS country is one of the Australia D. USA

largest lithium
producers in the world?

Conclusion on India-US and Quad Move Faster on Ciritical
Minerals Strategy

Critical minerals partnership between India-USA and Quad underscores strategic significance of
mineral security in the modern global economic system. The ability to ensure just and secure
access to mineral supply chains is now central to transition and the rollout of advanced
technologies. The partnership between the Quad countries will contribute to mineral
diversification and less reliance on China, and enhance the economic resilience. This will help
India in ensuring its energy security, promoting industrial development, accelerating
technological progress and also improve its strategic role in the international arena in India.

HINDI
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