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For the first time in the award's history, Yang Shuang-zi's novel Taiwan Travelogue ( Mandarin
Original: Taiwan Journey) is the first book originally written in Mandarin Chinese to be awarded
the International Booker Prize 2026. The award was announced at London’s Tate Modern on 19
May 2026. Themes of identity, language, food, and power relations in the 1930s in colonial
Taiwan are explored in the novel. The £50,000 prize money will be shared equally between the
author and translator. The win not only marks an emerging new series of Asian literature's
winners, but also demonstrates the internationalisation of Taiwan's literary voice and a greater
international appreciation for translated Asian literature.

Key Points of Taiwan Travelogue Becomes First Mandarin
Chinese Novel

e Taiwan Travelogue was awarded the International Booker Prize 2026 on 19th May,
2026.0n 19th May 2026, Taiwan Travelogue was awarded the International Booker Prize
2026.

It is a novel by Taiwanese writer Yang Shuang-zi.

English translation was done by Lin King.

It won first prize as the first Mandarin Chinese-language novel.

The setting is taken in the Japanese Taiwan in the 1930s.
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e This novel incorporates elements of romance, travel writing, metafiction and
postcolonialism.
e The book has garnered praise from judges for its “captivating” and “slyly sophisticated”
writing.
The award of £50,000 is split equally between the author and translator.
The award ceremony was held at Tate Modern in London.
In 2020, the book was released in Mandarin Chinese for the first time.
It was previously an English-language translation, which won the U.S. National Book
Award in Translated Literature in 2024.
e This prize is given to a novel being published in the UK/Ireland and translated into
English for the International Booker Prize competition.
The win marked a great step forward in Taiwan's world-class literature.
The novel was another winner of Taiwan's prestigious Golden Tripod Award.
The award's Mechanical Engineering foundation mirrors the growing interest in
translated literature, worldwide.

Previous Year Questions (PYQs)

Exam Year Question Options Answer
Name
UPSC 202  Which award is A. Pulitzer Prize B. B. International
Prelims 2 associated with translated International Booker Prize C. Booker Prize
fiction published in Grammy Awards D. Golden
English? Globe
SSC 202 The International Booker  A. Sports B. Cinema C. C. Literature
CGL 3 Prize is awarded for Literature D. Science
which field?
CDS 202  Which city hosted the A. Paris B. New York C. C. London
Exam 1 2026 International Booker London D. Tokyo

Prize ceremony?

State 202 Taiwan Travelogue was A. Japanese B. Korean C. C. Mandarin

PCS 4 originally written in which ~ Mandarin Chinese D. Thai Chinese
language?

RRB 202 Who translates literary A. Editor B. Publisher C. C. Translator

NTPC 3 works for the International Translator D. Reviewer

Booker Prize?
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Conclusion

The historical win of Taiwan Travelogue at the International Booker Prize 2026 is a major
success for translated literature worldwide and Taiwanese storytellers. This is a recognition of
the important role of translators linking between two cultures through literature that is highlighted
by the recognition of Yang Shuang-zi and Lin King. The increasing global acceptance of the
Asian narratives and multi-lingual storytelling demonstrated by the novel's success. This
success is likely to serve as a model for cultural crossovers between languages and cultures
and will continue to boost Taiwan's efforts to advance the cultural presence of Classical Music in
global literature.This becomes a driving force for encouraging greater cultural exchanges and
literary exchanges across language and culture, and further enhances Taiwan's cultural visibility
in world literature.

India, Italy Upgrade Ties with Special
Strategic Partnership Across Trade and
Defence

India, Italy Upgrade Ties
with Special Strategic Partnership
Across Trade and Deence“ |

Thanks to the dialogue between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni that took place during the G7 Outreach Summit 2026, India and Italy have raised their
bilateral cooperation to a “Special Strategic Partnership”. The two countries agreed to deepen
and enhance cooperation in defence manufacturing, clean energy, technology, trade, space,
connectivity and security in Indo-Pacific. The leaders also talked about the role of technology in
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boosting investments and collaborations in areas like artificial intelligence, semiconductors and
green hydrogen. It is worth noting that the upgraded partnership is built on the foundation of
India-EU's strategic cooperation, and will aim to broaden and deepen economic cooperation and
geopolitical coordination over the coming years.

Key Highlights of India-Italy Special Strategic Partnership

e Bilateral talks between India and Italy were held with the upgrade of ties to a “Special
Strategic Partnership” in 2026.

e This comes after the discussions between Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Giorgia

Meloni.

The two parties agreed to further enhance defence and security cooperation.

Within the partnership, collaboration in defence-manufacture and technology transfer.

India and lItaly highlighted cooperation in maritime security and also in the Indo Pacific

region.

Expansion of trade and investment relations will be provided via industrial partnership.

There were discussions on cooperation in the fields of green hydrogen and renewable

energy.

Partnerships and innovation in Al technologies also were mentioned.

Semiconductor supply chains and advanced manufacturing were key focus areas.

Italy said it was ready to deepen India-EU ties.

The leaders again emphasized on free, open and full connectivity in the Indo-Pacific.

Both countries agreed to foster exchange on the people-to-people and academic fields.

Cooperation in space and scientific research was also taken up with India and Italy.

The enhanced relationship will undoubtedly contribute to the economic and strategic

security of both countries.

e The implementation of the development is a major step in the newly developing Indian
involvement in the European countries.

Previous Year Questions (PYQs)

Exam Year Question Options Answer
Name
SSC 202 Giorgia Meloni is the Prime  A. France B. Italy C. B. ltaly

CGL 2 Minister of which country? Greece D. Portugal
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CDS 202  Which region was A. Arctic Region B. B. Indo-Pacific
Exam 1 emphasized in India-Italy Indo-Pacific C. Antarctic

strategic cooperation talks?  D. Baltic Sea

State 202 India and Italy agreed to A. Coal Mining B. Artificial B. Atrtificial
PCS 4 cooperate in which emerging Intelligence C. Textile Intelligence
technology sector? Weaving D. Shipbreaking

RRB 202 The term “Special Strategic  A. Sports Only B. Tourism C. Defence and

NTPC 3 Partnership” is generally Only C. Defence and Economic
associated with cooperation  Economic Relations D. Relations
in which area? Cinema

Conclusion on India, Italy Upgrade Ties with Strategic Partnership

The move of India-Italy relations to a Special Strategic Partnership level is a significant step
towards improving bilateral diplomacy and strategic cooperation. The deal holds common
ground on security issues, global issues, clean energy, technology and defence. One can
expect a greater cooperation between the two countries, which would benefit economic
opportunities, Indo-Pacific cooperation and India's relations with Europe. Such mutual
cooperation, in the area of advanced technologies and sustainable development, will help to
mold the future geopolitical and economic relations between Asia and Europe, and the
partnership is likely to hold a key position in this regard.
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Sweden Becomes Partner in India’s
Ambitious Venus MISSIOn Shukrayaan

Sweden Becomes Partner
in India’s Ambitious
Venus Mission Shukrayaan

India’s ambitious Venus exploration programme, Shukrayaan, has received a major international
boost as Sweden officially joined the mission through collaboration between the Indian Space
Research Organisation and the Swedish Institute of Space Physics (IRF). The partnership was
highlighted during the India-Sweden Summit 2026 and aims to deepen scientific cooperation in
planetary exploration. Sweden will contribute advanced scientific instruments to study Venus’
atmosphere and interaction with solar particles. Shukrayaan will be India’s first dedicated
mission to Venus and is expected to launch in 2028 aboard the LVM-3 rocket.

Key Highlights About Shukrayaan Mission and Sweden’s
Partnership

e In 2026, it was officially revealed that India's Shukrayaan Venus mission will have a
Swedish partner.

e The partnership has between Indian Space Research Organisation and IRF from

Sweden.

Shukrayaan is the maiden mission that India is sending to explore Venus.

VOM is also the name for the mission (Venus Orbiter Mission).

The Venusian Neutrals Analyzer (VNA) instrument will be built in Sweden!

The VNA instrument will examine the neutral particles in the atmosphere of Venus.
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The goal of the scientists is to find out why Venus got different from Earth.

The cooperation was stressed at the Sweden — India Summit in Gothenburg.

The orbital insertion of Shukrayaan is scheduled at March, 2028 with the launch of

LVM-3.

Earth's 'twin' planet: Venus is the same size and kind of Earth.

The mission will investigate the climate system, geology and atmosphere of Venus.

ISRO has shortlisted payloads from abroad including Sweden.

The partnership will boost cooperation between India and Europe in space research.

Researchers are hopeful that the mission will help add to knowledge about the evolution

of planetary climate.

e With Mangalyaan and Chandrayaan, Shukrayaan is the next Indian interplanetary
mission.

Recently Asked PYQs

Exam Year Question Options Answer
Name
UPSC 202  Shukrayaan mission is A. Mars B. Venus C. Jupiter B. Venus
Prelims 3 associated with which planet? D. Mercury
SSC CGL 202 Which organisation is A. DRDO B. ISRO C. B. ISRO
2 responsible for India’s space NASA D. ESA
missions?
CDS 202 Venus is often called which of  A. Blue Planet B. Gas Giant C. Earth’s
Exam 1 the following? C. Earth’s Twin D. Red Twin
Planet
State 202  Which country partnered with A. Germany B. Japan C. C.
PCS 4 India for the Shukrayaan Sweden D. France Sweden
mission?
RRB 202 India’s Venus mission is A.PSLVB.GSLVMkIIC. C.LVM-3
NTPC 3 planned to launch using which  LVM-3 D. Ariane-5
rocket?
Conclusion

The involvement of Sweden in the India Shukrayaan mission is a major step forward in the
exchange of knowledge, expertise, and resources between the two countries in the field of outer
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space.The collaboration between Sweden and India in the Shukrayaan mission is a promising
development that reflects the joint efforts of both nations in outer space and planetary studies.
This collaboration will help establish India's role as an important partner in deep space missions
and enhance collaboration between the Indian scientific community and Europe. Research on
Venus' past and present atmospheric and climatic evolution will inform our understanding of
evolution on planets and Earth's future climate issues. It also marks a new phase in the growing
interplanetary ambitions of ISRO with the successful mission Mangalyaan and Chandrayaan.
Shukrayaan is likely to make significant and important contributions in venus research all over
the world and would give an important boost to India's contribution in this field of space science.
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