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Thomas Cup 2026: India Beat Chinese
Taipei, Enter Semi-Finals and Confirm
Medal
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India played an outstanding overall game at the quarter-finals of the Thomas Cup 2026, as it
defeated Chinese Taipei in three games and swiftly reached the semi-finals, guaranteeing at
least a bronze medal. The Indian men's badminton team displayed hope, calmness, and
sophistication during difficulties in Horsens, Denmark. Lakshya Sen then initiated the wave with
a comeback victory; the star doubles team of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty swept
on the advantage, and young Ayush Shetty gave the historic verdict. It is another historic
moment in the history of Indian badminton following their success in the title in 2022, and will
give hope of a second title in the Thomas Cup.

Thomas Cup 2026 Quarter-Final: Key Highlights

e India beat Chinese Taipei 3-0 in a quarter-final match in the 2026 Thomas Cup in
Horsens, Denmark.
This victory took India to the semis of the coveted team championship.
The outcome also ensured India a minimum of a bronze medal, as losing semi-finalists
are given a medal.

e India got the ideal opening when Lakshya Sen beat a challenge by Chou Tien-chen by
winning the three-game matches.
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Lakshya has fought back hard, having lost the first game, 18-21, 22-20, and 21-17.

He was tremendous in defending two match points in the second game.

The doubles team of Satviksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty then added 2 additional
points to the Indian team and gave it a 2-0 advantage.

They overcame Chiu Hsiang Chieh and Wang Chi-Lin in a three-game competition of
excellent quality.

The Indian pair won 23-21, 19-21, and 21-12 to dominate the deciding game.

India was able to achieve a clean sweep with youngster Ayush Shetty during the third
match.

Ayush was able to beat Lin Chun-Yi in direct games 21-16 and 21-17.

He won, securing India the semi-final position and the medal.

It is the second time that India has featured in the semi-final of the Thomas Cup in recent
editions.

In 2022, India won the Thomas Cup, achieving legendary status.

The team has gained a step forward towards another historic championship.

The next match to be played by India was to be the winner of the match played between
Japan and France in the quarter-final.

The great teamwork also denoted the depth of Indian badminton growing in the world.
The fans acclaimed the coolness of veteran stars and young, infantile ones.

The victory has raised the confidence level of India towards the fourth round.

Now, the Indian badminton fans can look forward to another golden era in the Thomas
Cup.

Conclusion — India vs Chinese Taipei Thomas Cup 2026

This time, Indian badminton turned into a force in the international arena, and a 3-0 victory over
Chinese Taipei in the quarter-final of the Thomas Cup 2026 confirmed the fact that Indian
badminton is gaining power. Lakshya Sen and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, Chirag Shetty, and
Ayush Shetty played well under pressure, and India ensured a semi-final spot and a medal. The
experienced stars, coupled with potential young stars, have seen India become a title
contender. The victory will give the team confidence in the upcoming round. The national fans
are hoping that India can start the wave again and win the prestigious Thomas Cup.
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India Launches First Barrier-Free Toll
Plaza on NH-48 in Gujarat

INDIA LAUNCHES FIRST
BARRIER-FREE TOLL PLAZA ON NH-48

B NHAI - BARRIER-FREE TOLLING INITIATIVE - POWERED BY FASTAG & Al CAMERAS i@!
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NO STOPPING REQUIRED - DRIVE THROUGH

The introduction of the first barrier-free toll plaza in the country, at NH-48 in Gujarat, has been a
big technologically forward step towards smarter highway travel in India. The Multi-Lane Free
Flow (MLFF) system has been switched on at the Chorayasi Toll Plaza on the Surat-Bharuch
stretch. It enables cars to travel without the nuisance of halting at checks through automatic
number plate recognition (ANPR) cameras and FASTag digital deduction of tolls. The project is
meant to reduce waiting time, traffic congestion, fuel consumption and emissions. This is a
significant step in the Indian quest towards a rapid and technology-based road network.

India’s First Barrier-Free Toll Plaza in Gujarat: MLFF System
Goes Live

e The first toll-free, no-barrier toll plaza in India has been commissioned on NH-48 in
Guijarat.

e The project was introduced at Chorayasi Toll Plaza on the section of the Surat-Bharuch

highway.

It employs a Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) system of toll collection.

Cars are now allowed to travel via toll lanes without halting.

The new system eliminates physical boom barriers.

Through FASTag accounts, toll charges are automatically deducted.

The number plates of vehicles are read by ANPR cameras so that verification occurs.
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Important PYQs on Indian National Highways

Question

Which ministry is
responsible for National
Highways in India?

What is the full form of
NHAI?

NHAI was constituted under
which Act?

Which is the longest
National Highway in India?

NH-44 connects Srinagar to
which city?

Options

A) Ministry of Railways B) Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways C)
Ministry of Defence D) Ministry of
Home Affairs

A) National Highway Authority India B)
National Highways Authority of India
C) New Highway Authority India D)
National Highway Agency India

A) National Highways Authority of
India Act, 1988 B) Road Development
Act, 1986 C) Highway Management
Act, 1990 D) Transport Act, 1991

A) NH-27 B) NH-44 C) NH-48 D)
NH-16

A) Kanyakumari B) Chennai C)
Mumbai D) Kochi

The rightful toll processing is also done using Al-enabled analytics.
The system will alleviate road congestion around toll roads.
With continuous movement, the commuter will save on time wasted in travelling.
There is also lowered fuel usage for highway users.
The emission of vehicles can be reduced through less idling at toll booths.
The number of humans involved in the collection of tolls will be reduced.
The undertaking helps in the digitalisation of the highway system in India.
The system was announced by the Union Minister Nitin Gadkari.
The minister termed it a landmark in the tolling modernisation.
Logistics may be improved through faster freight movement.
This system is aimed at enhancing the convenience of life for the citizens.

It is also able to promote the facilitation of commerce along transport corridors.
One of the busiest economic highways of India is NH-48.
Maijor collections of fees include the toll plaza in the country.
Other similar MLFF toll systems could extend to additional highways in the near future.
More toll plaza rollouts are being reported and identified.
The government intends to expand on four-lane highways.
This initiative indicates that an era of stop-free highway travel in India is forthcoming.

Correct Answer

B) Ministry of Road
Transport and
Highways

B) National
Highways Authority
of India

A) National
Highways Authority
of India Act, 1988

B) NH-44

A) Kanyakumari
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Which National Highway is
the longest east-west
highway in India?

National Highways in India
are primarily developed and
maintained by whom?

Which National Highway
connects Delhi to Mumbai?

Which National Highway
runs along India’s western
coast?

Golden Quadrilateral
connects how many major
metro cities?

Golden Quadrilateral
connects Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and which city?

Which National Highway
forms the North-South
Corridor?

Toll collection on many
National Highways is done
through which system?

What does NH stand for in
road transport?

Who has the authority to
declare a road as a National
Highway?

Which National Highway
connects Delhi to Chennai
via major north-south route?

(cLAsS24)

A) NH-27 B) NH-44 C) NH-66 D)

NH-48

A) State Governments only B) Central

Government / NHAI / MoRTH

agencies C) Municipal Corporations

D) Gram Panchayats

A) NH-44 B) NH-27 C) NH-48 D)

NH-66

A) NH-66 B) NH-44 C) NH-53 D)

NH-30

A)2B)3C)4D)5

A) Kolkata B) Jaipur C) Pune D)

Ahmedabad

A) NH-44 B) NH-27 C) NH-66 D)

NH-19

A) PAN Card B) FASTag C) Aadhaar

D) Voter ID

A) National Housing B) National
Highway C) New Highway D) Northern

Highway

A) State Government B) Central
Government C) District Magistrate D)

Municipal Corporation

A) NH-44 B) NH-48 C) NH-19 D)

NH-27

A) NH-27

B) Central
Government / NHAI /
MoRTH agencies

C) NH-48

A) NH-66

C) 4

A) Kolkata

A) NH-44

B) FASTag

B) National Highway

B) Central

Government

A) NH-44
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Which National Highway A) NH-48 B) NH-16 C) NH-66 D) A) NH-48
passes through Jaipur and NH-53
Ahmedabad on the
Delhi-Mumbai route?
Which organization is mainly A) RBI B) NHAI C) LIC D) SEBI B) NHAI

responsible for toll plaza
management on many
National Highways?

FASTag is based on which A) GPS B) RFID C) Bluetooth D) Wi-Fi B) RFID
technology?

Conclusion - India Introduces MLFF Barrier-Free Toll Collection
on NH-48

The MLFF barrier-free toll collection system in India on NH-48 is a significant move towards
modernising highway travel. The system will eliminate congestion and conserve fuel and time
spent on the road through the removal of barriers and automatic deduction of tolls with the help
of FASTag and ANPR technology. This pilot project, introduced in Gujarat, has the power to
change the toll operations in the country. An extension to a national scale will see MLFF make
road trips quicker, smoother and more efficient for both commuters and transporters.
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Embers in the Air: Nilgiris Wildfires in
Tam|I Nadu Explalned
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The Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu is at risk of wildfires due to the presence of dry vegetation,
high-wind speeds and dry weather. The fires in the Parsons Valley and Pykara forest ranges
have resulted in recent flames that led to a massive emergency response, including forest staff,
disaster response groups and aerial support. The Tamil Nadu Forest Department has a State
Forest Fire Control Centre, which gives real-time alerts and organises the quick response.
Seasonal wildfires endanger the biodiversity, air quality and livelihoods of the locals. The
prevention efforts to keep this ecologically sensitive landscape safe are also carried out by
authorities through patrols, fire lines, surveillance, and public awareness.

Nilgiris Wildfires in Tamil Nadu Explained — Official Updates,
Causes

e The Nilgiris is a Tamil Nadu hill district, biodiverse and a system within the Western
Ghats.
The area has forests, grasslands, wildlife habitats, plantations, and tourism areas.
The danger of wildfires tends to increase during summer and hot seasons, which are
musty and dry.

e With such conditions, dry leaves, grass and undergrowth are capable of catching fire
very easily.

e Powerful winds on hill slopes have the potential to propagate flames quickly.
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e The Parsons Valley forest range and the Pykara forest range were the recipients of
recent Nilgiris fires.

It was reported that almost 5,000 acres were burnt in the big fire.

Several hundred staff were to be engaged in firefighting tasks.

Ground crews were forced to walk through tricky ground in an attempt to control the fire.
Helicopter operations were supported aerially using helicopter buckets.

There were instances when aerial firefights were affected due to high winds.

The manual tools and methods of containment were applied on the ground by forest
staff.

Tamil Nadu has set up a state forest fire control centre.

Satellites alert the centre to fires in real time.

There is a rapid dissemination of alerts to district and field teams to act.

Local response activities are supported by District Forest Fire Control Centres.

Fire lines are developed to reduce or eliminate the spread of fire.

The patrol groups watch over sensitive areas of forest in high seasons.

The air quality of neighbouring towns can be diminished by smoke caused by wildfires.
Large fires can have devastating environmental impacts on wildlife.

The migration of the elephants in the region was said to be endangered.

Repeated fires may cause soil erosion and water contamination.

The visitors must keep away from lighting fires in forests and picnic areas.

Smoke or flames should be reported promptly to the authorities by the citizens.

The main focus on prevention is communication and quick reaction.

About Nilgiris Wildfires

The Nilgiris is a hill district of northwestern Tamil Nadu, where Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Karnataka come into the Western Ghats. It is a constituent of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve and
is famous for Ooty, tea gardens, a cool climate, and rich biodiversity. This area consists of
forests, grasslands, or animal homes and great vacation spots. Nilgiris wildfires are typical
heat-induced, wind-induced, dry vegetation, human negligence-induced wildfires that typically
happen during the dry summer. Fire has the capacity to devastate forests, endanger wildlife,
worsen air quality, and impact tourism. The Forestation Department of Tamil Nadu focuses on
patrol, fire line and the use of satellites to prevent and contain.

Conclusion — Tamil Nadu Forest Fire Concerns Grow

The increasing forest fire concerns in Tamil Nadu reflect the pressing need of using an effective
prevention regime, quick response measures, and social education. The Nilgiris have sensitive
areas where the heat, wind and negligence of people are putting extreme strain during dry
seasons. Wildfires have the potential to destroy biodiversity, wildlife, and affect local
communities. On-going surveillance, fire lines, satellite alerts and responsible tourism is
necessary. Conservation of forests nowadays is crucial in conserving the ecological, water
resources and natural heritage of Tamil Nadu to the generations to come.
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MHA Revises Citizenship Rules,
Tightens Dual Passport Norms for
Minors

MHA
Revises
Citizenship Rules,

Tightens Dual

The Citizenship (Amendment) Rules, 2026, announcing the introduction of significant changes
in the procedures and compliance with the Citizenship Rules, 2009, have been announced by
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). The update consolidates the norms on minor children by
declaring that a child with an Indian passport cannot have a passport of a different country. The
regulations also increase digital initiatives, such as online registration, renunciation, and
electronic records, for Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) candidates. The reforms will enhance
transparency, process simplification, and enhancement in adherence to the citizenship
framework in India.

What Changed in India’s New Citizenship Rules for Minors in
2026

These amendments revise the Citizenship Rules, 2009.

One of the changes is the citizenship-related regulations of minor children.

The revised rule is that a minor child may not be in possession of a foreign passport in
combination with an Indian passport.

This is a strong provision that reinforces the status quo of India on dual citizenship.
There is no legal provision for full dual citizenship in India.
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The new phrasing makes families overseas have more explicit compliance requirements.
It might also have a special impact on children of Indian parents who were born
overseas.

e New rules have to be followed by parents registering the birth of a child abroad.

e The previous rules dealt with statements upon registration.

e The recent amendment clearly prohibits having two passports at the same time.

e The regulations, as well as modernise Overseas Citizen of India (OCIl) services.

e The decision to process OCI applications into the official portal will now be done
electronically.

e Submission online intends to decrease paperwork and delays.

e The OCI renunciation requests will also be transferred to the electronic mode.

e The OCI records will be electronically held by the government.

e Electronic OCI documentation has been implemented, too.

e The reforms aim at increased administrative efficiency.

e Tracking and transparency can be enhanced with standardised online systems.

e Digital workflows will allow the applicants to be processed faster.

e The alterations apply to NRIs and OCI cardholders, as well as Indian families overseas.

e Being OCl is not equivalent to full Indian citizenship.

e OCI holders are entitled to lifelong visa privileges in the form of multiple entries, as well

as being allowed access to some rights.

e This amendment does not affect the basic citizenship legislation on dual nationality in
India.
It primarily elucidates operations and reinforces enforcement standards.
Official instructions of the MHA and OCI portals should also be considered by the
affected families.

Important PYQs on Citizenship in India

Exam / Question Options Correct
Year Answer
UPSC Citizenship provisions in the A) Part| B) Part Il C) Partlll  B) Part Il
Prelims Constitution of India are D) Part IV
2019 mentioned in which Part?

SSC CGL  Articles related to Citizenship in ~ A) Article 1-4 B) Article 5-11  B) Article 5-11

2020 Indian Constitution are? C) Article 12-18 D) Article

19-22
UPSC Which Article deals with A) Article 5 B) Article 6 C) A) Article 5
CDS 2018  citizenship at the Article 7 D) Article 11

commencement of the
Constitution?



State PSC
2021

SSC GD
2022

Railway
2020

SSC CHSL
2021

Bihar PCS
2017

UPSC
Prelims
2020

SSC CPO
2019

UPSC
CAPF
2021

SSC MTS
2022

UPSC
Prelims
2016

SSC CGL
2023
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Which Article deals with rights
of citizenship of migrants from
Pakistan to India?

Which Article deals with
migrants to Pakistan returning
to India?

Which Article deals with
persons of Indian origin
residing outside India?

Which Article states that no
person shall be citizen if he
voluntarily acquires foreign
citizenship?

Which Article deals with
continuance of citizenship
rights?

Which Article empowers
Parliament to regulate
citizenship by law?

Citizenship Act in India was
enacted in which year?

Indian citizenship can be

acquired by how many methods

under Citizenship Act 19557

Which of the following is NOT a
method of acquiring
citizenship?

Citizenship by birth rules were
significantly changed by which
amendment?

Which amendment introduced
the concept of illegal migrant in
citizenship provisions?

A) Article 6 B) Article 7 C)
Article 8 D) Article 9

A) Article 6 B) Article 7 C)
Article 8 D) Article 10

A) Article 8 B) Article 9 C)
Article 10 D) Article 11

A) Article 8 B) Article 9 C)
Article 10 D) Article 11

A) Article 10 B) Article 11 C)
Article 5 D) Article 7

A) Article 11 B) Article 12 C)
Article 13 D) Article 14

A) 1949 B) 1950 C) 1955 D)
1956

A)3B)4 C)5D)6

A) Birth B) Descent C)
Naturalisation D) Voting

A) 1986 Amendment B) 42nd
Amendment C) 44th
Amendment D) 52nd
Amendment

A) 1992 B) 2003 C) 2015 D)
2019

A) Article 6

B) Article 7

A) Article 8

B) Article 9

A) Article 10

A) Article 11

C) 1955

C)5

D) Voting

A) 1986
Amendment

B) 2003



UPSC
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State PSC
2022
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2024
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OCI (Overseas Citizen of India)
provisions were introduced
through which amendment?

PIO and OCI schemes were
merged through which
amendment?

Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) was passed in which
year?

India follows which type of
citizenship system?

Which of the following is a way
to lose Indian citizenship?

A foreigner can acquire Indian
citizenship mainly through long
residence under which
method?

A) 1986 B) 1992 C) 2005 C)
2019

A) 2015 B) 2003 C) 2019 D)
1986

A) 2014 B) 2017 C) 2019 D)
2020

A) Dual Citizenship B) Single
Citizenship C) State
Citizenship D) Temporary
Citizenship

A) Renunciation B)
Termination C) Deprivation
D) All of these

A) Descent B) Registration
C) Naturalisation D) Birth

Conclusion - MHA Issues New Citizenship Rules

C) 2005

A) 2015

C) 2019

B) Single
Citizenship

D) All of these

C)
Naturalisation

The new citizenship regulations of MHA are to enhance compliance, enhance transparency and
modernise the administrative procedures. The government has made the OCI application
process more straightforward and efficient by imposing stricter requirements on issuing dual
passports to minors and providing more digital services to individuals applying. Such revisions
have high significance to Indian-origin families residing in foreign countries. The revised model
is an indication of the emphasis on safe documentation, smooth services, and improved

governance by retaining the current citizenship regulations and national policies.

HINDI
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