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Indian-Origin Mayor
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Tushar Kumar, a 23 year old Labour councillor, who has made history and become the youngest
Indian-origin mayor in the United Kingdom. The Mayor Making Ceremony was organised at
Fairway Hall in Elstree and Borehamwood, Hertfordshire, England, on 11th January 2013, when
he was officially appointed as the Mayor of these two villages. Earlier, Kumar was to become
Deputy Mayor, and prior to that became involved in local politics, while studying Political
Science at King's College London. His swearing in is indicative of the involvement of young
leaders and the Indian community in British politics. Kumar said during his mayoralty he will
emphasize on youth involvement, getting involved with communities and helping local
organizations.

Who Is Tushar Kumar? Youngest Indian-Origin Mayor in the UK

e Tushar Kumar became the youngest ever Indian-origin mayor of any town in the United
Kingdom at 23.

He became Mayor of Elstree & Borehamwood in Hertfordshire, England.

This appointment was ratified during the Mayor Making Ceremony at Fairway Hall.
Labour Party activist Kumar is active in local British politics.

Prior to his appointment as Mayor he was a Deputy Mayor of the Town council.

In 2023 he became a member of Elstree and Borehamwood Town Council.

Tushar Kumar is a Political Science graduate of King's College London.

He called his appointment “an incredible honour.”
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e Outgoing mayor Dan Ozarow received praise from Kumar for serving as a "guide and
mentor.
The Deputy Mayor for the forthcoming civic year, Councillor Linda Smith, was elected.
Kumar said he would engage with community and local charities.
Additionally, his goal is to encourage youth more to engage in public service.
The appointment is indicative of more youths entering into democratic structures.
The award reflects the increasing impact of the Indian community around the world on
politics.
e There are a greater number of leaders from India who hold key leadership positions in
the UK.
Kumar feels that “real change starts at the community level”.
He has also employment experience in policy, education and research.
During his Mayorcy, he chose for the centre of his work as a "focus charity" WD6 Food
Support.
A Mayor's job is to represent the town at official and civic functions.
The topic has relevance to the study of present time affairs in International politics and
diaspora studies.

PYQs Related to Indian Diaspora and UK Politics

Exam Question Options Answer
Name &
Year

UPSC Which city is the capital A. Manchester B. Birmingham C.  C. London

Prelims of the United Kingdom? London D. Liverpool

2021

SSC CGL  Which political systemis  A. Presidential Democracy B. B. Parliamentary

2022 followed in the United Parliamentary Democracy C. Democracy
Kingdom? Military Rule D. One-Party System

State Hertfordshire, recently A. Australia B. Canada C. United C. United

PCS 2021 seenin news, is located  Kingdom D. New Zealand Kingdom

in which country?

SSC Indian diaspora refers to  A. Tourists visiting India B. Indians  B. Indians living
CHSL which of the following? living abroad C. Foreign diplomats abroad
2023 in India D. Tribal communities in

India
UPSC Which institution is A. House of Lords B. House of B. House of
Prelims known as the lower Commons C. Senate D. National Commons

2019 Assembly
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house of the UK
Parliament?

Conclusion

The selection of Tushar Kumar as the youngest Indian-origin Mayor in the United Kingdom is a
significant step for youth leadership and the Indian community abroad. He has served as a
student councillor to mayor at 23 - opportunities for young leaders in democratic systems are
improving. The trend also reflects the rising profile of individuals of Indian origin in global politics
and governance. Kumar's emphasis on community service and youth involvement has been a
source of inspiration for many budding leaders. The topics of diaspora, democratic politics, and
international politics continue to be relevant in terms of current affairs and competitive
examinations.

CIC Says BCCI Is Not a Public Authority
Under RTI Act

CIC Says

Not a Public Authority
Under RTI Act

The Central Information Commission (CIC) has ruled that BCCI is not a “public authority”
covered by the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005. The resolution arrived during the course of
hearing appeals for information about the working and administration of the cricket board. The
CIC said that the BCClI is not substantially financed by or under the direct control of the
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government and thus does not fall within the definition of an ‘assisting agency’ in Section 2(h) of
the RTI Act. It has again brought into focus the issue of transparency and accountability in
sports administration, particularly in the case of BCCI, which has important public functions in
relation to the governance of cricket in India.

Key Highlights of CIC Decision on BCCIl and RTI Act

CCI has decided that the BCCI is not a public authority under the RTI Act, 2005.

It took this decision based on the interpretation of Section 2(h) of the RTI Act.

CIC pointed out that BCCI does not receive “substantial Government funding”.

BCCl is an independent sports body as argued by the Commission.

Applications were filed in appeal to the court for information on how BCCI was run and

administered.

e Authorities owned, controlled or funded substantially by the government have their own
application of the RTI Act.
BCCl is the authority of cricket in India.
The BCCI's call to come under RTI has been a topic of discussion for a few years.
The Lodha Committee had earlier called for adequate transparency in Cricket
Administration.

e In other instances, the Supreme Court in India has looked at BCCI governance issues
before.

e RTl inclusion supporters have said that BCCI functions as a public body and represents
India internationally.

e Opponents say that the BCCI is a private, independent organisation and not controlled
by the government.

e The CIC also highlighted that the provisions of the law under the RTI Act should be
carefully read.

e Please note that the RTI Act came into force in 2005 and aims to strengthen the
principles of transparency and accountability in public authorities.

e The Central Information Commission is the leave-granted appellate body under the RTI
regime.

e The definition of public authority as given in Section 2(h) of the RTI Act.Definition of

public authority as given in RTIl Act 2005, Section 2(h)

BCCl is the organiser of national and international cricket tournaments in India.

The move has reignited concerns over sports governance and public accountability.

Polity, governance, and sports administration are important.

Issues of RTI, Constitutional bodies, Sports governance, etc., feature regularly in

Competitive Examinations.

PYQs Related to RTI Act and CIC
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Exam Question Options Answer
Name &

Year
UPSC The Right to Information ~ A. 2002 B. 2005 C. 2007 D. B. 2005
Prelims Act in India came into 2010
2020 force in which year?
SSC CGL Which body acts as the A. Election Commission B. C. Central
2022 apex appellate authority Finance Commission C. Central Information

under the RTI Act? Information Commission D. Commission
UPSC

State Section 2(h) of the RTI A. Citizen B. Public Authority C.  B. Public Authority
PCS 2021 Act defines which term? Information D. Complaint
SSC Who appoints the Chief A. Prime Minister alone B. B. President of
CHSL Information President of India C. Parliament India
2023 Commissioner of India? D. Chief Justice of India
UPSC The RTI Act mainly aims  A. Centralisation B. B. Transparency
Prelims to promote which Transparency and and Accountability
2019 principle? Accountability C. Emergency

Powers D. Judicial Activism

Conclusion

The CIC has, once again, brought the tension between autonomy and transparency in sports
administration into a spotlight by declaring BCCI to be an autonomous body, not a ‘public
authority' under the RTI Act. The Commission began with a discussion on the legal definition of
the “public authority” under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, yet many experts believe there is a need
for more accountability on the part of organizations engaged in crucial public activities. The
move, moreover, highlights the importance of transparency in public bodies and Government
institutions which are provided by the RTI Act.
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PM Modi Meets Norwegian PM Ahead
of Nordic Indian Summit in Oslo

PM Modi Meets Norweglun PM
Ahead of Nordic Indian Summit in Oslo

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a meeting with Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stare
in Oslo before the Nordic-India Summit, to enhance the bilateral relations and explore areas of
global concern. Leadership efforts were geared towards cooperation in renewable energy, green
technology, maritime affairs, climate action, trade and investment. The 2 countries both agreed
to deepen the partnership in the realm of sustainable development and innovation. The meeting
also underscored the importance of India's cooperation with the Nordic countries in fields like
clean energy and Arctic research. The Nordic-India Summit is an important forum for strategic
dialogue and economic cooperation between India and Nordic countries.

Key Highlights of PM Modi’'s Meeting with Norwegian PM

Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre met Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Oslo.
The meeting was held before the Nordic India Summit.

India and Norway held talks to enhance the level of bilateral cooperation and strategic
partnership.

The main issues discussed were renewable energy and green transition.

Cooperation in Climate Action and Sustainable Development were highlighted by both
leaders.

A discussion was also held on Maritime partnership and blue economy cooperation.
India and Norway agreed to further cooperation in trade and investment.
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The supply and use of innovation, technology and clean energy rose as key
partnerships.

The leaders discussed developments in the region and beyond.

Norway valued India's contribution to global efforts for climate action and the building of
a renewable energy sector.

In recent years, India has been growing closer to the Nordic countries.

Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland participate in the Nordic - India
Summit.

Economic cooperation, innovation and sustainable growth are the centre of focus on the
summit.

Indian collaboration in Arctic research and ocean management efforts is also undertaken
with Norway.

Norway is recognised worldwide for its expertise and high-quality products in the field of
hydropower and green technologies.

The meeting emphasised the significance of multilateral cooperation and peace in the
world.

Cooperation between the Nordic countries and India promotes clean energy and
technological advancement.

The bilateral talks during international summits enhance diplomatic ties.

The development of the topics “foreign policy, international relations” is important.

PYQs Related to International Relations and Nordic Countries

Exam Question Options Answer
Name &
Year
UPSC Oslo, recently seen in A. Sweden B. Finland C. C. Norway
Prelims news, is the capital of Norway D. Denmark
2021 which country?

SSC CGL  Which of the following A. Spain B. Norway C. ltaly D. B. Norway

2022 countries is known as a Greece
Nordic country?
State PCS The Prime Minister of A. Judicial Diplomacy B. C. Executive
2021 India represents the Parliamentary Diplomacy C. Diplomacy
country in which type of Executive Diplomacy D. Cultural
diplomacy? Diplomacy
SSC Which sector is Norway A. Desert Agriculture B. B. Hydropower
CHSL especially known for Hydropower and Green and Green
2023 globally? Technology
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Technology C. Space Tourism

D. Silk Industry
UPSC Bilateral relations referto  A. One B. Two C. Three D. B. Two
Prelims relations between how Multiple
2019 many countries?
Conclusion

Both the discussions between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Norwegian Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Stgre before the Nordic-India Summit and the ongoing partnership between India
and the Nordic countries highlight the expanding cooperation between the two regions. The
participants' talks underscore a shared commitment to sustainable development and economic
cooperation, with discussions covering renewable energy trends, climate change initiatives,
maritime cooperation, and innovation. The event also underscores India's rising efforts in
diplomacy in Europe and aims to foster broader international cooperation. These bilateral
discussions have crucial significance for promoting trade, technology cooperation, and global
collaboration.

HINDI
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