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Delimitation Impact on South India: No
Reduction in Lok Sabha Seats, Govt
Clarifies

The delimitation exercise that will be done in the near future has been made clear by the Union
government in Parliament; this means that the southern states are not going to have fewer
seats in the Lok Sabha. As part of the issue of redistribution on a population basis, the leaders,
such as Narendra Modi and Amit Shah, have promised that the southern states will not suffer
even though they are doing very well in population control. This demystification is made within
the discussions concerning fair representation and the federal balance. The government pointed
out that delimitation carried out in the future will be done in a way that does not disrupt national
unity but rather equitable political representation of all areas.

Delimitation and Lok Sabha Seats: Key Assurances for South
India

e The government explained to the Lok Sabha that delimitation will not diminish the
number of seats of the southern states.
Amit Shah termed concerns about seat loss a “false narrative".
The total number of seats of the southern states in the Lok Sabha is likely to rise by 129
to approximately 195.
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e The proportion of southern states will be maintained or will slightly rise, and this will be

fair.
e States will not be disenfranchised regardless of the success of population control
promised by Narendra Modi.
Delimitation is the redefinition of constituencies, according to population statistics.

The upcoming delimitation will occur after the next Census post-2026.

Lok Sabha (not exceeding about 850 seats).
Such growth guarantees the increase of seats in all areas instead of losing them.

The existing freeze on seat redistribution occurred in 1976 and is in effect until 2026.

In order to adapt to the changes, the government intends to have more seats in the total

The Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh states in the south

are likely to increase seats.

e The relocation is meant to make tradeoffs between the principle of one person, one vote,

and that of one value, and the principle of regional fairness.
e The problem has brought about a debate on the equity of federal balance and
representation.

e Delimitation will be done transparently and on a constitutional basis, the government

stated.

e In sum, the explanation will give southern states confidence that they will not lose power

in Parliament.

Previous Year Questions & Answers on Parliament

Which one of the following best describes a Money Bill?

A. A bill that can be introduced only in Lok Sabha

B. A bill that deals with taxation, borrowing, and government expenditure
C. A bill passed by both Houses with equal powers

D. A bill introduced only by the Finance Minister

Answer: B
Explanation: A Money Bill deals with financial matters such as taxation, borrowing, and
expenditure (Article 110). It is introduced only in Lok Sabha.

Who presides over the joint sitting of Parliament?

A. President

B. Vice President

C. Speaker of Lok Sabha
D. Prime Minister

Answer: C
Explanation: The Speaker of Lok Sabha presides over the joint sitting of Parliament.

In India, the power to prorogue the Lok Sabha rests with:



Current Affairs Capsule for 18 April 2026
(CLASS24)

A. Speaker

B. President

C. Prime Minister

D. Council of Ministers

Answer: B
Explanation: The President prorogues the Lok Sabha under Article 85 of the Constitution.

What is the maximum strength of the Lok Sabha?

A. 545
B. 552
C. 530
D. 500

Answer: B

Explanation: The maximum strength of Lok Sabha is 552 (530 from States + 20 from Union
Territories). The provision for Anglo-Indian nomination has been removed by the 104th
Constitutional Amendment (2020).

Which of the following are parliamentary devices used for executive accountability?

1. Adjournment Motion
2. No-Confidence Motion
3. Censure Motion

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
A. 1 only

B. 1 and 2 only

C.1,2and 3

D. 2 and 3 only

Answer: C
Explanation: All three are parliamentary tools used to hold the government accountable.

Which House of Parliament is known as the Upper House?

A. Lok Sabha

B. Rajya Sabha

C. Vidhan Sabha

D. Legislative Council

Answer: B
Explanation: Rajya Sabha is the Upper House of Parliament.

A bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses on:



Current Affairs Capsule for 18 April 2026
(cLASS24)

A. Prorogation

B. Adjournment

C. Dissolution of Lok Sabha
D. Passage by Rajya Sabha

Answer: C
Explanation: Bills pending in Lok Sabha lapse upon its dissolution.

Conclusion

Clarification on delimitation by the government provides significant relief to the southern states
regarding how they will be represented in the Lok Sabha. Reducing the fear of population-based
redistribution by focusing on the fact that no region will lose a seat is also a way of addressing
the concerns raised. The strategy is indicative of a strike between the idea of equal
representation and the necessity to shield up-states that have successfully regulated population
increase. It also emphasises the need to uphold harmony and political stability in the federation.
By and large, the position implies that the process of delimitation will be carried out fairly,
transparently, and inclusively in a way that protects the interests of all regions.

India Achieves 1,000-km Quantum
Communication Breakthrough
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India recently made a significant breakthrough in the latest communication technology by being
successful in developing a 1,000-km quantum communication network as a part of the National



Current Affairs Capsule for 18 April 2026
(CLASS24)

Quantum Mission. This was done through local technology that was experienced at QNu
Laboratories and helped by the Department of Science and Technology. The success makes
India one of the top competent countries in secure communication systems on the principle of
quantum key distribution (QKD). It not only enhances national cybersecurity infrastructure but
also gives a boost to India's vision of developing a quantum-enabled digital domain in defence,
finance and critical domains.

India’s 1,000-km Quantum Communication: Key Facts &
Significance

e It took India less than two years to establish a quantum communication network
measuring 1 000 km as part of the National Quantum Mission.

e QNu Labs created the network using local technology, which underscores the ability of
India to innovate in the field of deep tech.

e |tis also one of the largest known Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) networks in the
world, a significant scientific breakthrough.

e QKD provides ultra-secure communication, involving the exchange of encryption keys,
with quantum particles (photons) being used.

e Any form of communication interception causes disruption on the quantum state, and
this is instantly detected to alert users, and this is almost impossible to hack.

e The breakthrough enhances reliable communication across defence and financial
systems as well as critical infrastructure.

e The system is made to operate in harsh environments such as underwater and
underground.

e |t promotes the vision of India to develop a 2,000-km quantum communication network in
the long term.

e |n 2023, it approved a mission at a cost of 6,000+ crore in order to enhance quantum
technologies.
The plan is to make India a quantum science and technology powerhouse on the globe.
It encourages innovations with startups and research centres, enlarging the quantum
ecosystem of India.

e The technology has civilian-level uses, as well as strategic uses such as cybersecurity
and communication networks.

e The breakthrough, in general, is a major milestone towards quantum-safe digital
infrastructures in India.

Conclusion - India’s 1,000-km Quantum Communication

The successful installation of a 1,000-km quantum communication system in India is a milestone
towards developing an enduring and state-of-the-art digital system. This breakthrough can
empower nations in quantum encryption and cybersecurity, and it is made possible under the
National Quantum Mission. India is on the verge of eventually having unhackable
communication networks in defence, government, and its financial systems by capitalising on
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the use of technologies such as quantum key distribution. The achievement underscores the
increasing capabilities of India to create deep-tech solutions and go it alone, making it a
significant force in the world of quantum technologies that is increasingly developing.

Myanmar Reduces Sentence of Aung
San Suu Kyi, Frees Former President

Myanmar Reduces Sentence of |\~
Aung San Suu Kyi, Frees Former Presiden;? |

The military government of Myanmar has shortened the jail term of the apprehended Aung San
Suu Kyi, a national leader, as part of a nationwide amnesty, as well as set free former president
Win Myint. The relocation comes after the political crisis brought about by the Myanmar coup
2021 that saw the arrest of the main figures of civilians. In accordance with references and
media reports, the sentence of Suu Kyi has been reduced approximately a sixth, but they are
still imprisoned. The amnesty, which was announced by the leadership of the military services,
encompassed thousands of prisoners and is viewed as a reminder that they are trying to relieve
the pressure of various countries and indicate some political compromise.

Myanmar Reduces Sentence of Aung San Suu Kyi: Key
Developments & Impact

e The military government of Myanmar has declared that Aung San Suu Kyi would have
his sentence reduced under a mass amnesty.
e Her initial 27-year sentence is now cut down almost sixfold.
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The reduction notwithstanding, she continues to be in detention at an undisclosed
location.

It is also due to the release of former president Win Myint, one of the strong supporters,
who was granted amnesty as a result of the amnesty.

The Myanmar New Year amnesty saw the release of more than 4,000 prisoners.

The move was initiated by President Min Aung Hlaing, who led the 2021 military coup.
The coup in 2021 led to the toppling of the elected civilian government and the detention
of a large number of people.

Suu Kyi has been charged with corruption, election fraud, and violating state secrets,
which are largely considered politically motivated.

The third of such moves in recent months has been the amnesty, which has commonly
been connected with national events.

The international organisations have encouraged the release of all political detainees.
The step is seen as a token gesture by critics and not a true democratic reform move.
Myanmar is still struggling with political instability and civil war, as well as human rights
issues.

Post coup, thousands are still held in custody, and this is a manifestation of repression.
Development shows the efforts of the junta to minimise criticism in the world and
enhance the image of diplomacy.

In sum, the state of affairs shows that there is little progress toward democracy, although
there are some compromises.

Important Previous Year Questions on Myanmar
Exam / Question Options Answer Explanation
Year
UPSC The Kaladan A. Bangladesh B. B This project connects
Prelims  Multi-Modal Transit Myanmar C. Thailand D. India’s Northeast with
2017 Transport Project Nepal Myanmar’s Sittwe
connects India with Port to improve
which country? connectivity.
UPSC India-Myanmar-Thailan A. East Asia B. ASEAN B It strengthens
Prelims  d Trilateral Highway is  region C. Central Asia D. connectivity with
2019 aimed at improving Europe Southeast Asia
connectivity between (ASEAN countries).

India and which
region?



UPSC
Prelims
2018

State
PCS
2020

SSC
CHSL
2021

UPSC
Prelims
2017

State
PCS
2019

SSC
CGL
2018

State
PCS
2021

UPSC
Prelims
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Which of the following
organizations includes
Myanmar as a
member?

Which Indian states
share an international
boundary with
Myanmar?

Myanmar is located in
which region?

Sittwe Port, developed
by India, is located in
which country?

India shares a border
with Myanmar in which
part of the country?

Which of the following
countries is NOT a
land neighbor of India?

Which Indian policy
focuses on
strengthening relations
with Southeast Asia
including Myanmar?

Myanmar is
strategically important
to India because:

(cLASS24)

A. SAARC B. ASEAN C.
BRICS D. BIMSTEC only

A. Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram B. Assam,
Tripura, Meghalaya C.
Sikkim, West Bengal D.
Bihar, UP

A. South Asia B.

Southeast Asia C. Central

Asia D. West Asia

A. Bangladesh B.

Myanmar C. Sri Lanka D.

Thailand

A. Western India B.
Northern India C.
North-Eastern India D.
Southern India

A. Myanmar B. Nepal C.

Thailand D. Bhutan

A. Look East Policy B.
Act East Policy C.
Neighbourhood First D.
Both A and B

A. It connects India to
Southeast Asia B. It
shares border with
Pakistan C. It is part of

SAARC D. It is in Central

Asia

Myanmar is a member
of ASEAN and also
part of BIMSTEC.

These four
northeastern states
share borders with
Myanmar.

Myanmar is
geographically part of
Southeast Asia.

Sittwe Port is in
Myanmar and part of
Kaladan Project.

Myanmar borders
India’s North-Eastern
states.

Thailand does not
share a land border
with India, while
Myanmar does.

Look East Policy
evolved into Act East
Policy to strengthen
ties with ASEAN and
Myanmar.

Myanmar acts as a
gateway to Southeast
Asia under India’s
foreign policy.



Current Affairs Capsule for 18 April 2026
(cLASS24)

Conclusion

The move made by the military regime of Myanmar to cut the term of imprisoned Aung San Suu
Kyi and free former president Win Myint can be considered a limited yet significant political
trend. Although this might serve the purpose of dejuring some of the international pressure it
does not address the bigger issues of democratic governance and human rights in Myanmar.
The relocation seems more a symbolic than a transformative event, underscoring the
persistence of the military government and the unpredictability of the future of democracy after
the Myanmar coup of 2021.

HINDI

Delimitation Impact on South India: No
Reduction in Lok Sabha Seats, Govt
Clarifies

The delimitation exercise that will be done in the near future has been made clear by the Union
government in Parliament; this means that the southern states are not going to have fewer
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seats in the Lok Sabha. As part of the issue of redistribution on a population basis, the leaders,
such as Narendra Modi and Amit Shah, have promised that the southern states will not suffer
even though they are doing very well in population control. This demystification is made within
the discussions concerning fair representation and the federal balance. The government pointed
out that delimitation carried out in the future will be done in a way that does not disrupt national
unity but rather equitable political representation of all areas.

Delimitation and Lok Sabha Seats: Key Assurances for South
India

e The government explained to the Lok Sabha that delimitation will not diminish the
number of seats of the southern states.
Amit Shah termed concerns about seat loss a “false narrative".
The total number of seats of the southern states in the Lok Sabha is likely to rise by 129
to approximately 195.

e The proportion of southern states will be maintained or will slightly rise, and this will be
fair.

e States will not be disenfranchised regardless of the success of population control

promised by Narendra Modi.

Delimitation is the redefinition of constituencies, according to population statistics.

The existing freeze on seat redistribution occurred in 1976 and is in effect until 2026.

The upcoming delimitation will occur after the next Census post-2026.

In order to adapt to the changes, the government intends to have more seats in the total

Lok Sabha (not exceeding about 850 seats).

Such growth guarantees the increase of seats in all areas instead of losing them.

The Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh states in the south

are likely to increase seats.

e The relocation is meant to make tradeoffs between the principle of one person, one vote,
and that of one value, and the principle of regional fairness.

e The problem has brought about a debate on the equity of federal balance and

representation.

e Delimitation will be done transparently and on a constitutional basis, the government
stated.

e In sum, the explanation will give southern states confidence that they will not lose power
in Parliament.

Previous Year Questions & Answers on Parliament

Which one of the following best describes a Money Bill?

A. A bill that can be introduced only in Lok Sabha
B. A bill that deals with taxation, borrowing, and government expenditure
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C. A bill passed by both Houses with equal powers
D. A bill introduced only by the Finance Minister

Answer: B
Explanation: A Money Bill deals with financial matters such as taxation, borrowing, and
expenditure (Article 110). It is introduced only in Lok Sabha.

Who presides over the joint sitting of Parliament?

A. President

B. Vice President

C. Speaker of Lok Sabha
D. Prime Minister

Answer: C
Explanation: The Speaker of Lok Sabha presides over the joint sitting of Parliament.

In India, the power to prorogue the Lok Sabha rests with:

A. Speaker

B. President

C. Prime Minister

D. Council of Ministers

Answer: B
Explanation: The President prorogues the Lok Sabha under Article 85 of the Constitution.

What is the maximum strength of the Lok Sabha?

A. 545
B. 552
C. 530
D. 500

Answer: B

Explanation: The maximum strength of Lok Sabha is 552 (530 from States + 20 from Union
Territories). The provision for Anglo-Indian nomination has been removed by the 104th
Constitutional Amendment (2020).

Which of the following are parliamentary devices used for executive accountability?

4. Adjournment Motion
5. No-Confidence Motion
6. Censure Motion
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Select the correct answer using the code given below:
A. 1 only

B. 1 and 2 only

C.1,2and 3

D. 2 and 3 only

Answer: C
Explanation: All three are parliamentary tools used to hold the government accountable.

Which House of Parliament is known as the Upper House?

A. Lok Sabha

B. Rajya Sabha

C. Vidhan Sabha

D. Legislative Council

Answer: B
Explanation: Rajya Sabha is the Upper House of Parliament.

A bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses on:

A. Prorogation

B. Adjournment

C. Dissolution of Lok Sabha
D. Passage by Rajya Sabha

Answer: C
Explanation: Bills pending in Lok Sabha lapse upon its dissolution.

Conclusion

Clarification on delimitation by the government provides significant relief to the southern states
regarding how they will be represented in the Lok Sabha. Reducing the fear of population-based
redistribution by focusing on the fact that no region will lose a seat is also a way of addressing
the concerns raised. The strategy is indicative of a strike between the idea of equal
representation and the necessity to shield up-states that have successfully regulated population
increase. It also emphasises the need to uphold harmony and political stability in the federation.
By and large, the position implies that the process of delimitation will be carried out fairly,
transparently, and inclusively in a way that protects the interests of all regions.
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India Achieves 1,000-km Quantum
Communication Breakthrough
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India recently made a significant breakthrough in the latest communication technology by being
successful in developing a 1,000-km quantum communication network as a part of the National
Quantum Mission. This was done through local technology that was experienced at QNu
Laboratories and helped by the Department of Science and Technology. The success makes
India one of the top competent countries in secure communication systems on the principle of
quantum key distribution (QKD). It not only enhances national cybersecurity infrastructure but
also gives a boost to India's vision of developing a quantum-enabled digital domain in defence,
finance and critical domains.

India’s 1,000-km Quantum Communication: Key Facts &
Significance

e It took India less than two years to establish a quantum communication network
measuring 1 000 km as part of the National Quantum Mission.

e QNu Labs created the network using local technology, which underscores the ability of
India to innovate in the field of deep tech.

e ltis also one of the largest known Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) networks in the
world, a significant scientific breakthrough.
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e QKD provides ultra-secure communication, involving the exchange of encryption keys,
with quantum particles (photons) being used.

e Any form of communication interception causes disruption on the quantum state, and
this is instantly detected to alert users, and this is almost impossible to hack.

e The breakthrough enhances reliable communication across defence and financial
systems as well as critical infrastructure.

e The system is made to operate in harsh environments such as underwater and
underground.

e |t promotes the vision of India to develop a 2,000-km quantum communication network in
the long term.

e |n 2023, it approved a mission at a cost of 6,000+ crore in order to enhance quantum
technologies.
The plan is to make India a quantum science and technology powerhouse on the globe.
It encourages innovations with startups and research centres, enlarging the quantum
ecosystem of India.

e The technology has civilian-level uses, as well as strategic uses such as cybersecurity
and communication networks.

e The breakthrough, in general, is a major milestone towards quantum-safe digital
infrastructures in India.

Conclusion - India’s 1,000-km Quantum Communication

The successful installation of a 1,000-km quantum communication system in India is a milestone
towards developing an enduring and state-of-the-art digital system. This breakthrough can
empower nations in quantum encryption and cybersecurity, and it is made possible under the
National Quantum Mission. India is on the verge of eventually having unhackable
communication networks in defence, government, and its financial systems by capitalising on
the use of technologies such as quantum key distribution. The achievement underscores the
increasing capabilities of India to create deep-tech solutions and go it alone, making it a
significant force in the world of quantum technologies that is increasingly developing.
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Myanmar Reduces Sentence of Aung
San Suu Kyi, Frees Former President

Myanmar Reduces Sentence of |\~
Aung San Suu Kyi, Frees Former Presiden;? |

i = 1T
The military government of Myanmar has shortened the jail term of the apprehended Aung San
Suu Kyi, a national leader, as part of a nationwide amnesty, as well as set free former president
Win Myint. The relocation comes after the political crisis brought about by the Myanmar coup
2021 that saw the arrest of the main figures of civilians. In accordance with references and
media reports, the sentence of Suu Kyi has been reduced approximately a sixth, but they are
still imprisoned. The amnesty, which was announced by the leadership of the military services,
encompassed thousands of prisoners and is viewed as a reminder that they are trying to relieve
the pressure of various countries and indicate some political compromise.

Myanmar Reduces Sentence of Aung San Suu Kyi: Key
Developments & Impact

e The military government of Myanmar has declared that Aung San Suu Kyi would have
his sentence reduced under a mass amnesty.
Her initial 27-year sentence is now cut down almost sixfold.
The reduction notwithstanding, she continues to be in detention at an undisclosed
location.

e |tis also due to the release of former president Win Myint, one of the strong supporters,
who was granted amnesty as a result of the amnesty.
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The Myanmar New Year amnesty saw the release of more than 4,000 prisoners.
The move was initiated by President Min Aung Hlaing, who led the 2021 military coup.
The coup in 2021 led to the toppling of the elected civilian government and the detention

of a large number of people.

e Suu Kyi has been charged with corruption, election fraud, and violating state secrets,
which are largely considered politically motivated.

e The third of such moves in recent months has been the amnesty, which has commonly
been connected with national events.
The international organisations have encouraged the release of all political detainees.
The step is seen as a token gesture by critics and not a true democratic reform move.
Myanmar is still struggling with political instability and civil war, as well as human rights
issues.
Post coup, thousands are still held in custody, and this is a manifestation of repression.
Development shows the efforts of the junta to minimise criticism in the world and
enhance the image of diplomacy.

e In sum, the state of affairs shows that there is little progress toward democracy, although

there are some compromises.

Important Previous Year Questions on Myanmar

Exam /
Year

UPSC
Prelims
2017

UPSC
Prelims
2019

UPSC
Prelims
2018

Question

The Kaladan
Multi-Modal Transit
Transport Project
connects India with
which country?

India-Myanmar-Thailan
d Trilateral Highway is
aimed at improving
connectivity between
India and which
region?

Which of the following
organizations includes
Myanmar as a
member?

Options

A. Bangladesh B.
Myanmar C. Thailand D.
Nepal

A. East Asia B. ASEAN

region C. Central Asia D.

Europe

A. SAARC B. ASEAN C.

BRICS D. BIMSTEC only

Answer

B

B

Explanation

This project connects
India’s Northeast with
Myanmar’s Sittwe
Port to improve
connectivity.

It strengthens
connectivity with
Southeast Asia
(ASEAN countries).

Myanmar is a member
of ASEAN and also
part of BIMSTEC.
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State Which Indian states

PCS share an international

2020 boundary with
Myanmar?

SSC Myanmar is located in

CHSL which region?

2021

UPSC Sittwe Port, developed

Prelims by India, is located in

2017 which country?

State India shares a border

PCS with Myanmar in which

2019 part of the country?

SSC Which of the following

CGL countries is NOT a

2018 land neighbor of India?

State Which Indian policy

PCS focuses on

2021 strengthening relations
with Southeast Asia
including Myanmar?

UPSC Myanmar is

Prelims  strategically important
to India because:

Conclusion

(cLASS24)

A. Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram B. Assam,
Tripura, Meghalaya C.
Sikkim, West Bengal D.
Bihar, UP

A. South Asia B.

Southeast Asia C. Central

Asia D. West Asia

A. Bangladesh B.

Myanmar C. Sri Lanka D.

Thailand

A. Western India B.
Northern India C.
North-Eastern India D.
Southern India

A. Myanmar B. Nepal C.

Thailand D. Bhutan

A. Look East Policy B.
Act East Policy C.
Neighbourhood First D.
Both A and B

A. It connects India to
Southeast Asia B. It
shares border with
Pakistan C. It is part of

SAARC D. Itis in Central

Asia

These four
northeastern states
share borders with
Myanmar.

Myanmar is
geographically part of
Southeast Asia.

Sittwe Port is in
Myanmar and part of
Kaladan Project.

Myanmar borders
India’s North-Eastern
states.

Thailand does not
share a land border
with India, while
Myanmar does.

Look East Policy
evolved into Act East
Policy to strengthen
ties with ASEAN and
Myanmar.

Myanmar acts as a
gateway to Southeast
Asia under India’s
foreign policy.

The move made by the military regime of Myanmar to cut the term of imprisoned Aung San Suu
Kyi and free former president Win Myint can be considered a limited yet significant political
trend. Although this might serve the purpose of dejuring some of the international pressure it
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does not address the bigger issues of democratic governance and human rights in Myanmar.
The relocation seems more a symbolic than a transformative event, underscoring the
persistence of the military government and the unpredictability of the future of democracy after
the Myanmar coup of 2021.

HINDI
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