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India Gets Its First Alzheimer’s Therapy:
What Patients Need to Know
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Lormalzi (donanemab) from Eli Lilly and Company is the first drug aimed at the plaques that
cause Alzheimer's to be launched in India. It is meant to be used in people experiencing early
Alzheimer's dementia, such as with mild cognitive impairment and mild dementia. The treatment
has been given approval by the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) with the
objective to slow down thinking and memory impairments due to the clearance of amyloid
plaques from the brain. The drug is given via intravenous (into a vein) infusion every four weeks.
The launch has been hailed as a significant step towards revolutionising neurological healthcare
in India, particularly considering the increasing prevalence of dementia among the elderly
population.

Alzheimer’s Therapy in India: Key Facts About Donanemab
(Lormalzi)

e The brand name of the medicine used to treat Alzheimer's disease that was introduced
in India is Lormalzi.
Eli Lilly and Company has begun rolling out the therapy.
Itis India's first antibody which targets amyloid plaques, a first-in-class Alzheimer's drug.
It is approved for use in people who have mild dementia (from Alzheimer's disease) and
mild cognitive impairment.



Current Affairs Capsule for 14 May 2026
(cLAsS24)

The mechanism of action of Donanemab is through removing amyloid beta plaques from
the brain.

Amyloid plaques are deposits that appear with Alzheimer's and are a symptom of its
progression.

Medicine is given into a vein every 4 weeks.

In India the therapy got approval from the CDSCO (Central Drugs Standardization
Control Organization).

The cost of one 350 mg vial is around ¥91,688.

The therapy reportedly helped to slow mental slowing in patients with early symptoms.

Alzheimer's is the most prevalent type of dementia in the world.
The increasing life expectancy among Indians is causing an alarming rise in the number
of patients suffering from dementia.
But these experts believe that early diagnosis is essential to good treatment results.

Donanemab's launch marks a pivotal achievement in Neurological Healthcare in India.

Alzheimer’s Disease PYQs for Competitive Exams

Exam  Year Question Options Answer
Name
SSC 202 Alzheimer’s disease mainly = (A) Heart (B) Brain (C) Liver  (B) Brain
CGL 2 affects which organ of the (D) Kidney
human body?
UPSC 202 Alzheimer’s disease is (A) Memory loss (B) Bone (A) Memory
Prelims 1 associated with: fracture (C) Skin allergy (D) loss
Blood clotting
RRB 202 Dementia and Alzheimer’s (A) Respiratory (B) Nervous  (B) Nervous
NTPC 0 disease are related to which  (C) Digestive (D) Circulatory
system?
SSC 202  Which protein deposit is (A) Keratin (B) Collagen (C) (C) Amyloid
CHSL 3 commonly linked with Amyloid Plaques (D) Plaques
Alzheimer’s disease? Hemoglobin
NEET 202  Alzheimer’s disease (A) Vision (B) Hearing (C) (C) Memory
UG 1 primarily affects which Memory (D) Blood pressure
function?
State 202 Alzheimer’s disease is most  (A) Children (B) Teenagers (C) Elderly
PCS 2 common among: (C) Elderly people (D) Infants  people
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Conclusion: Alzheimer’s Therapy Launch

Donanemab (Lormalzi) is a major breakthrough in Alzheimer's treatment in India. A therapy that
targets the root cause of Alzheimer's Disease can be used by the initial patients suffering from
early-stage Alzheimer's, for the first time in India. While the treatment is still costly, experts say it
will help make treatment more cost effective and promote early diagnosis in the country. This
therapy could be a key part of India's healthcare system in coming years, given the projected
steep increase in the number of cases linked to dementia diseases. Future solutions will
certainly count on further study, awareness and budget friendly availability.

Maize Emerges as India’s Top Ethanol
Feedstock Amid Biofuel Push

Maize has become the top source of ethanol for the country and India's ethanol blending
programme has seen a total transformation. The usual raw materials for ethanol production
have been sugar cane and molasses. Maize consumption has picked up since ethanol demand
for energy has increased, however, and concerns about sugar sugar surpluses have also
boosted usage, as have government subsidies for grain-based ethanol distillers. Maize is now
playing a pivotal role in ethanol production in the country through the Ethanol Blended Petrol
(EBP) Programme, government data shows. In this move, India's intent to cut imports of crude
oil and move towards energy security is supported. Maize-based ethanol, experts believe, will
not only bolster the biofuel industry, but also offer new opportunities for farmers and the
agriculture industry.
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Why Maize Is Becoming India’s Preferred Ethanol Feedstock

Maize is emerging as one of the biggest sources for ethanol in India.

The Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme is a campaign to encourage the use of
ethanol-petrol mixtures as a means to cut fossil fuel consumption.

India will boost ethanol blending to cut carbon emissions and crude oil imports.

In earlier times, sugarcane molasses was the predominant feedstock of ethanol
production.

Weather threats and the increasing demand for sugar prompted a shift into ethanol
made from grains.

Maize production for ethanol production has been encouraged with suitable policy
interventions by the Government of India.

Distilleries of this type have been rapidly growing in the last few years in multiple states
utilizing grain.

Maize is considered suitable due to its high starch content to be efficiently converted to
ethanol.

Production of ethanol using maize is an extra market for farmers.

If maize demand rises, that will improve the income of the farmers in the major producing
States.

Karnataka, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra are significant maize producing
states.

Ethanol blending is a means to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles.
Alternative to fossil fuels — biofuels are thought to be cleaner options.

India was able to reach almost 20% ethanol blending much before its earlier target year.
The National Policy on Biofuels encourages the utilization of agriculture products in
producing biofuels.

Ethanol made from maize can play a role in regaining price stability for grain in the years
when there is a surplus.

In addition to ethanol production, by-products are produced in animal feed industries as
well.

It is not a premium to food security, experts warn, to balance fuel production and food
security.

Indian efforts on expansion of biofuels are in sync with global efforts for sustainable
energy transition.

Major investments in agriculture and renewable energy industries are expected to be
seen in the ethanol sector.

Ethanol & Biofuel PYQs for Competitive Exams
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Year

202

202

202

202

202

202

Question

The Ethanol Blended
Petrol Programme is
mainly related to:

Ethanol is commonly
blended with which fuel
in India?

Which crop is
increasingly used for
ethanol production in
India?

The National Policy on
Biofuels aims to reduce
dependence on:

Ethanol blending helps
reduce:

Which of the following is
a biofuel crop?

Options

(A) Food Security (B)
Renewable Fuel (C) Water
Conservation (D) Tourism

(A) Diesel (B) Petrol (C) LPG
(D) CNG

(A) Cotton (B) Wheat (C)
Maize (D) Tea

(A) Imports of crude oil (B)
Gold imports (C) Textile
exports (D) Tourism revenue

(A) Air pollution (B) Soil
fertility (C) Rainfall (D)
Population

(A) Maize (B) Rubber (C) Tea
(D) Coffee

Answer

(B)
Renewable
Fuel

(B) Petrol

(C) Maize

(A) Imports of
crude oil

(A) Air
pollution

(A) Maize

Conclusion: Maize Strengthens India’s Renewable Energy

Mission

As India starts to change how it uses renewable energy sources, it is moving from being
dependent on sugarcane towards maize as its main feedstock for ethanol. Adopting
maize-based ethanol can help India to cut its crude oil dependence, carbon emissions, and
improve the country's energy security. The transition also brings agricultural benefits to farmers
and farmers' enterprises. As fuel production grows, however, policy makers need to ensure that
a balance exists between food security and fuel production. Maize is projected to be a key
player in India's clean energy future and return of the nation's long-term success of the Ethanol
Blended Petrol Programme, in the years to come, with an increasingly supportive government
and growing biofuel infrastructure.
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Pakistan Seeks Expanded Islamic
NATO Defence Cooperation

Pakistan Seeks Expanded
Islamic NATO Defence Cooperatlon ,
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The Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC), which is also known as “Islamic
NATQO”, the country has been making efforts for intensifying cooperation in defence and counter
terrorism with other participating countries.Pakistan has been making efforts for strengthening
Defence and Counter-Terrorism cooperation with other participating countries under the Islamic
Military Counter Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC) or “Islamic NATO.” Saudi Arabia, led this coalition,
was established in 2015 to share ideas, priorities and strategies for combating terrorism and
extremism. During the last couple meetings between the military leadership and IMCTC officials,
intelligence sharing, regional security, military training, and institution cooperation were
discussed. Pakistan sees deeper coalition engagement in line with its overall regional security
and defence posture. The move has garnered global interest because of its potential
implications for geopolitical dynamics in South Asia and the Middle East.

Islamic NATO Defence Cooperation and Pakistan’s Strategic Role

e The Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC) was formed in Saudi Arabia in
2015 at the head of the Islamic nation.

e |[MCTC is an anti-terrorism cooperation group of the countries with Muslim major
citizens.
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One of the current members of the alliance is Pakistan.

Collective security is the basis that made the alliance collectively known as “Islamic
NATO.”

IMCTC encourages the sharing of information among the member countries.

One of the coalition's primary goals is collaboration on trainings and capability
development.

Recently the Secretary General of IMCTC, Major General Mohammed Bin Saeed
Al-Moghedi, paid a visit to Pakistan during the reign of the Defence Minister, perched in
a citadel overlooking the sea, for Defence affairs.

Security and counter-terrorism cooperation was discussed during the meetings.
Raheel Sharif was once the Commander of IMTC of Pakistan Army.

Countries from Asia, Africa and the Middle East are part of the coalition.

Pakistan and IMCTC agreed to further strengthen cooperation among institutions to
combat terrorism and extremism.

Issues discussed were intelligence coordination and rehabilitation policies for elements
of extremists.

IMCTC held a week-long anti-terrorism training programme in Pakistan.

Military diplomacy is an integral part of Pakistan's foreign policy.

It's not against a particular country or religion, the coalition says.

Regional defence alignments can be expected to be affected by the alliance, according
to security experts.

Stronger cooperation likely to boost Pakistan's strategic relations with Gulf countries.
The issue of counter-terrorism continues to be a significant security issue for member
countries.

The coalition also focuses on combating terror financing and extremist ideology.

The rising significance of IMCTC also highlights the importance of multilateral
partnerships in raising security in international politics.

Defence Alliances & International Relations PYQs

Exam Year Question Options Answer
Name
UPSC 202 NATO stands for: (A) National Treaty Alliance (B) North
Prelims 1 Organization (B) North Atlantic Atlantic Treaty

Treaty Organization (C) Northern ~ Organization
Allied Treaty Organization (D)

National Atlantic Trade

Organization
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SSC 202 Which country leads  (A) Pakistan (B) Iran (C) Saudi (C) Saudi
CGL 2 the Islamic Military Arabia (D) Turkey Arabia

Counter Terrorism

Coalition (IMCTC)?
CDS 202 The primary (A) Space Research (B) Counter  (B) Counter
Exam 0 objective of IMCTC Terrorism Cooperation (C) Trade Terrorism

is: Promotion (D) Climate Change Cooperation
RRB 202  Which former (A) Pervez Musharraf (B) Raheel  (B) Raheel
NTPC 1 Pakistan Army Chief  Sharif (C) Ashfag Kayani (D) Asim  Sharif

served as Munir

commander of

IMCTC?
State 202 NATO was (A) 1945 (B) 1947 (C) 1949 (D) (C) 1949
PCS 3 established in which 1955

year?
SSC 202 IMCTC mainly (A) Climate Change (B) Terrorism  (B) Terrorism
CHSL 2 focuses on and Extremism (C) Trade Deficit and Extremism

combating: (D) Food Crisis

Conclusion: IMCTC Cooperation

Pakistan is increasingly focussing on collective security and regional defence cooperation with
the Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition (IMC) through expanding their cooperation. The
alliance aims to counter new security threats in the Islamic world by means of intelligence
sharing, military training and counter-terrorism co-ordination. Pakistan's greater engagement
can build its strong relationship with the countries in the Gulf and help raise its profile in regional
security issues. But there is a possibility of longer-term issues with the effectiveness of the
alliance regarding geopolitical rivalry and national interests amongst the members. In an
ongoing era of continued challenges from terrorism and regional instability, multilateral security
partnerships, such as IMCTC, are likely to stay a key facet of global security cooperation.

HINDI
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