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India Post Launches DIGIPIN Digital
Address System Across India
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India's postal and location infrastructure, India Post has introduced a geo-coded digital
addressing system called DIGIPIN, which is a national initiative. DIGIPIN (Department of Posts,
IIT Hyderabad and NRSC-ISRO) assigns a unique alphanumeric code consisting of 10
characters to each grid of 4m x 4m of the location in India. The objective of the system is to
increase the accuracy of delivery, emergency response, logistics and digital governance. India
Post claimed DIGIPIN would be co-used with the existing postal addresses and would not
replace them. The initiative is on a larger initiative of ‘Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)’ of India
and to aid in ‘Address as a Service' in government and private sector applications.

S

What is DIGIPIN and How It Will Transform India’s Address
System

e The Department of Posts under the Ministry of Communications, has introduced a new
digital addressing system known as DIGIPIN, which is geo-coded.

e The platform was designed with IIT Hyderabad and NRSC, ISRO, to provide a
standardised digital address system.

e Each DIGIPIN pin corresponds to a given geographic grid (short of the 6.4 kx6.4 k one)
with exact 4m x 4m geographical dimensions and latitude and longitude coordinates.

e DIGIPIN has a 10 character alphanumeric code — compared to the traditional six-digit
PIN code — for very high precision localization.
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e The interoperable and open-source DIGIPIN can be integrated with various digital
applications and services in India, India Post said.

e This new system is intended not to take over postal addresses, but rather to complement
them.

e DIGIPIN is designed to deliver greater efficiency in mail delivery particularly to areas out
of the way, rural and unstructured, where addresses are not in place.

e The additional benefit is that the initiative will provide opportunities for emergency
services to locate an item more quickly and accurately.

e For ecommerce and logistics businesses, there will be benefits in terms of accurate
address mapping and reduced delivery errors.For ecommerce and logistics businesses,
there will be benefits, such as mapping addresses accurately and reducing delivery
errors.

e India Post has also launched a new platform called “Know Your DIGIPIN” that enables
customers to create and validate their digital address code.

e Another platform “Know Your PIN Code” maps over 1.5 lakh PIN code zones digitally
using the geo-fencing technology.

e DIGIPIN works on the Government's Digital Public Infrastructure strategy and National
Geospatial Policy initiatives.

e India Post explained that they designed the system, so it can be offline because the
DIGIPIN logic and coding framework is public.

e ltis possible to integrate the platform with online systems and digital governance
software.

e The officials say that the technology will enhance the future-ready postal outlook of India
and boost the last mile connectivity in the country as a whole.

Conclusion

DIGIPIN is taking India a significant forward step towards becoming a smarter and digitally
connected addressing ecosystem. India Post is leveraging geospatial technology to reduce
delivery errors, be present immediately when needed in response efforts, provide better service
to countries and their impact on governance and logistics in urban and rural areas. Through the
initiative, it also enables the adoption of a standardised and inter-operable digital addressing
mechanism in India, aligning with the Digital Public Infrastructure vision. DIGIPIN could help
alleviate the issues associated with addresses and enhance last mile connectivity across the
country, with support from this institution (IIT Hyderabad) and the other institute (NRSC) of
ISRO. The adoption is gaining pace and the system could be an important basis for future
e-commerce, public services and digital governance applications in India.
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Lieutenant General N S Raja Subramani
Appointed as India’s New Chief of
Defence Staff
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New Chief of Defence Staff

N S Raja Subramani is appointed as the new Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) by Government of
India. He'll also become Secretary of the Department of Military Affairs from when he takes
office, the Ministry of Defence said. He will replace Gen Anil Chauhan, whose office is set to
expire on May 30, 2026. A highly decorated officer, Lt Gen Subramani has operational and
strategic years of Army experience in various leadership roles including Northern Command,
Central Command and at the Vice Chief of Army Staff. He is likely to give a further boost to the
efforts towards defence modernisation and military integration, theatre commands and
repositioning of the military forces in India.

Who Is Lt Gen N S Raja Subramani?

e N S Raja Subramani has been appointed as India’s new Chief of Defence Staff by the
Government of India.
He will also serve as Secretary, Department of Military Affairs, Defence Ministry said.
He will officially induct his name into the office on May 30, 2026, when General Anil
Chauhan is relieved of his duties.
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e Subramani is a retired Brigadier (r) in the Indian Army who has served as a three-star
general officer.Subramani, a retired three-star general officer is serving in the Indian
Army with four decades of experience.

e He was the 47th Vice Chief Army, formerly, he served as Vice Chief of Army Staff before
retiring in July 2025.

e The officer is from the regiment of Garhwal Rifles and commissioned in the Indian army
in December 1985.

e In his career, he was the commander of Il Corps of the Indian Army aka "Kharga Corps"
on the western front.

e |n addition he also commanded one of the major operational commands of the Army with
the appointment of the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Central Command.

e Lt Gen Subramani served significant roles in Jammu and Kashmir, and along India's
northern borders.

It is said that he is an authority on Pakistan and China related military affairs.
Currently, he is serving as Military Adviser in the Secretariat of the National Security
Council.

The CDS is the senior military advisor to the Defence Minister on tri-service issues.
It also manages the integration of the military, joint planning and theatre command
reforms between the Army and the Navy/Air Force.

e Lt Gen Subramani as CDS will head the Chiefs of Staff Committee and make sure that
the inter-service co-ordinates are effective.

e He is a recipient of Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal, Sena Medal
and Vishisht Seva Medal for distinguished service.

e His leadership will aid in ongoing military modernisation and indigenous defence
purchase tasks, defence analysts anticipate.

Conclusion

The induction of N S Raja Subramani as new Chief of Defence Staff of India is a pivotal change
in the Indian military leadership. He has forum experience and a proven track record in strategy
and has been expected to be in a position to help reinforce the integrated strength of the Army,
Navy and Air Force. His tenure as the leader coincides with the ongoing reforms in the theatre
commands as well as indigenous military manufacturing and defence modernisation programme
in India. Lt Gen Subramani will oversee long-term security planning and coordination of the
army services under her command as CDS. The government's call for experienced leadership
to deal with changing regional and international security concerns is being met with his
appointment.
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Hantavirus Cases Raise Fresh Global
Health Concerns
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Hantawrus infections are again on the international radar as recent cases have been reported
from several countries, and this time it involves a highly contagious infection that may cause
fatal heart problems. Hantaviruses are transmitted primarily through contact with infected
rodents, primarily urine, droppings or saliva. The virus can cause serious diseases in humans,
including respiratory and kidney diseases, according to the World Health Organization and
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. But since there is very little chance of
human-to-human spread, health authorities are keeping a close watch on outbreaks, as severe
outbreaks of the virus have high mortality. Preventive measures continue to be emphasized
including hygiene and control of rodents.

What Is Hantavirus and Why Are Health Experts Concerned?

e Hantavirus is a family of viruses that are usually spread by rodents, and to humans
through the air and via contaminated surfaces.

e There are two severe diseases associated with the virus—Hantavirus Pulmonary
Syndrome (HPS) and Hemorrhagic Fever with Renal Syndrome (HFRS).

e By breathing in virus particles in the droppings, saliva, or urine of rodents, people can
get infected, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The deer mouse is a common North American hantavirus host.
Other rodents are involved in the transmission of HFRS in Asia and Europe.
Fever, tiredness, headaches, muscle pain and dizziness are common initial symptoms.
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e In severe cases, it can cause breathing problems, low blood pressure, kidney failure,
and lung problems.
CDC says if it isn't treated immediately, HPS can turn life-threatening in days.
At present there is no specific antiviral therapy available or registered vaccine against
hantavirus infection.

e Supportive care by doctors is the primary treatment, which involves oxygen therapy and
intensive care.

e Prevention of infections include: sealing up homes, storing food safely, and controlling
rodent population public health agencies advise.

e |tis recommended that gloves and masks be used to protect people from contact with
droppings from rats, and that dry droppings be not swept.

e Human-to-human transmission is very rare, and has only been reported in a few strains
of hantavirus.

e Rodent exposure risks could be affected by climate and environmental change in certain
areas.

e Health authorities are still conducting monitoring and awareness campaigns to avoid any
future outbreaks and prevent mortalities associated with hantavirus infections.

Conclusion

Hantavirus is still a deadly disease, although it is somewhat uncommon, and should continue to
be a cause of concern to the public and the need for prevention. In the majority of cases, the
virus is not spread easily person-to-person, but it can be extremely severe, and sometimes fatal,
so early diagnosis is of great importance. Rat control, sanitation, and safe cleaning practices are
still a major concern and a thrust for reducing risks to rodents such as the World Health
Organization and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention continue to promote.
However, with recent focus on zoonoses, high standard of disease surveillance and
preparedness are needed globally. Improved public knowledge and prompt medical treatment,
combined with preventive hygiene practices, have the potential to greatly diminish the health
risks from hantavirus throughout the world.
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