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Five New Districts Created in Ladakh
Union Territory

The Government of India has given official approval for the formation of five new districts in
India's union territory of Ladakh. The notification from the lieutenant governor of Ladakh and
prior approval from the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) reveal that the move seeks to enhance
local governance and ensure better services to remote areas. The five districts are being
created out of the existing Leh and Kargil districts. This brings the number of districts in Ladakh
to seven, promising improved governance, development coverage, and decentralisation in the
strategically significant territory of India.

Ladakh Official Notification: Five New Districts Created in Union
Territory

e The Government of India has decided to create five new districts in Ladakh to enhance
governance and administration of its remote areas.

e This move was gazetted by a notification of the Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh in April

2026.

As a result, the number of districts in Ladakh increased from 2 (Leh and Kargil) to 7.

The five new districts are:

Nubra

Sham
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Changthang
Zanskar
Drass

The districts have been excised from the present Leh and Kargil districts to improve the

governance set-up.
e The restructuring aims to devolve power to the peripheries and those living in
high-altitude areas.
Sources said this decision will improve local-level administration and decentralisation.
The reform will enhance public service provision, infrastructure building, and governance
effectiveness.
e |t also addresses long-standing demands for local communities' administrative

convenience and development.

e Future phases will need planning and implementation of the administrative structure and
headquarters of each new district.
e It accords with the government's desire to see Ladakh UT well-administered and
developed under a decentralised governance system.
e The move is dubbed a major administrative change in the region since Ladakh
transformed into a Union Territory in 2019.

Most Important PYQs on Ladakh

Exam

UPSC
Prelims

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CGL

UPSC
Prelims

CDS

SSC
CHSL

Question

Ladakh lies between
which two major
mountain ranges?

Which river is the main
lifeline of Ladakh?

Pangong Lake is located
in which region?

Ladakh became a Union
Territory in which year?

Which pass connects
Ladakh with Tibet?

Ladakh is best described
as which type of region?

Options

A) Aravalli & Vindhya B) Karakoram
& Zanskar C) Himalaya & Nilgiri D)
Satpura & Aravalli

A) Ganga B) Indus C) Yamuna D)
Sutlej

A) Himachal Pradesh B) Ladakh C)
Sikkim D) Assam

A) 2018 B) 2019 C) 2020 D) 2021

A) Nathu La B) Khardung La C)
Rohtang Pass D) Shipki La

A) Tropical forest B) Cold desert C)
Coastal plain D) River valley

Answer

B) Karakoram &

Zanskar

B) Indus

B) Ladakh

B) 2019

B) Khardung La

B) Cold desert
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UPSC Hemis Monastery is A) Hinduism B) Buddhism C) B) Buddhism
Prelims associated with which Jainism D) Islam

religion?

CAPF The capital of Ladakh A) Jammu B) Srinagar C) Leh D) C) Leh

Union Territory is: Kargil
UPSC Which lake is famous for ~ A) Dal Lake B) Wular Lake C) C) Pangong
Prelims its blue brackish water in  Pangong Lake D) Chilika Lake Lake
Ladakh?
SSC GD Ladakh region is partof  A) Deccan Plateau B) Tibetan B) Tibetan
which plateau system? Plateau C) Malwa Plateau D) Chota Plateau
Nagpur Plateau

Conclusion — Ladakh Gets Five New Districts

Ladakh is now on the verge of realising decentralised administration and better governance with
the announcement of five new districts. The Government of India's move will ensure greater
access to government services, infrastructure and the well-being of the people in remote,
high-altitude areas. It is also in response to the popular demand for good governance by the
local population. This change will help Ladakh develop more rapidly, engage in better local
governance, and deliver critical services more effectively in the strategically significant regions.

HINDI
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Ending Live-In Relationship Is Not a
Crime, Rules Supreme Court

Ending Live-In Relationship
Is Not a Crime,

{1 [ Supreme Court
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The Supreme Court of India has recently affirmed that breaking free from a I|ve in relationship is
not illegal, underscoring the legal stance that consensual relationships involving adults are not
crimes in India. The court explained that live-in relationships rely on the consent of both parties,
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and either person is allowed to end the relationship without facing criminal charges. This
comment came while hearing cases related to disputes over long-term relationships and
post-separation harassment. The decision affirms the boundaries between individual
relationship matters and criminal law, and that consensual relationships aren't mistaken for
offences in India.

Supreme Court Clarification on Live-In Relationship Breakup Is
Not a Crime

e India's Supreme Court noted that breaking off a live-in relationship is not illegal if the
relationship is consensual.

e This was observed in cases where there is a dispute between partners after prolonged
cohabitation.

e The Court stressed that such relationships are consensual, and one partner could
withdraw from the relationship.

e |t was explained by the Court that these relationships are not equivalent to marriage, as
we know, and therefore, the separation cannot be a crime.
The Court pointed out that pain suffered after separation does not constitute an offence.
It outlined the difference between consensual relationships and criminal acts such as
rape or assault.

e What sets these cases apart is the concern for children — the Court highlighted that
maintenance rights in children's cases remain uncompromised even in separation.

e The case was heard amid growing cases of false promises of marriage in live-in
relationships.
The Court noted long-term co-residence is usually an indication of mutual consent.
It also explained that relief might be available in civil law, but the criminal law cannot be
abused in cases of relationship breakdown.

e The verdict supports the judicial view that live-in relationships are not marriages, though
legally recognised.

e In all, the Supreme Court's observations seek to curtail misuses of criminal law in
personal relationships and preserve personal freedom.

Court Questioned the Nature of Relationship

On Monday, the Supreme Court of India noted that the termination of a live-in relationship, in
and of itself, does not form the basis for a criminal charge, so long as it was consensual in
nature. The court posed a legal inquiry into the nature of long-term cohabitation between
consenting adults when considering post-separation allegations. It stressed that such
relationships are consensual and need to be separated from criminal actions such as rape and
assault. The court also emphasised that simply being upset or having a relationship break down
is not enough to find someone guilty of a crime and went on to stress that "consensual
relationships should not be construed as crimes".
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Conclusion — A Live-In Relationship Breakup Is Not a Crime

The Supreme Court commentary reiterates that a live-in relationship is consensual between two
adults and does not involve legal and social obligations of marriage. As such, the termination of
a live-in relationship, in and of itself, cannot be a criminal act. The Court has clearly separated
consensual intimate relationships and criminal offences, thus ensuring that disputes arising
during the split-up process are not abused for criminal accusations. This ensures the freedom of
individuals, preservation of the liberty of persons and proper application of provisions of law in
the breakdown of relationships.

United Arab Emirates to Quit OPEC Oil
Cartel

i i
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The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has formally declared it will withdraw from the OPEC oil cartel,
in what is one of the most important developments in international oil politics in recent years.
This is part of the country's long-term plans to increase oil production capacity and become less
dependent on OPEC production quotas, according to the government and international media
reports. The UAE has been a member of OPEC for almost 60 years. The move is likely to have
far-reaching implications for the global energy market, potentially diminishing OPEC’s control
over oil production and prices and giving the UAE more freedom to set its own energy and
economic strategies.
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United Arab Emirates Exit from OPEC OQil Cartel — Global Impact

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has confirmed it will leave the OPEC oil bloc on May 1,
2026.

The UAE's official media and government statements confirmed the move, citing shifts in
its long-term energy policies.

The UAE explained the decision aligns with its "long-term strategic and economic vision"
and energy needs.

The UAE has been an OPEC member for almost 60 years, following its establishment
soon after OPEC's formation.

UAE's officials stressed greater investment in the national energy sector and expanding
production.

A major factor in the decision is that the UAE disagreed with OPEC over production
quotas that it deemed limiting.

Experts say the UAE has been making efforts to expand its capacity to produce more oil
to increase its production in the long term.

This is likely to have a negative effect on OPEC market share.

Analysts say the move could enable the UAE to push for higher oil output outside of the
cartel.

The UAE's exit might allow for more flexibility in pricing and production.

There may be greater volatility in the global oil market, some experts predict.

The decision follows geopolitical conflicts and logistical issues affecting energy supplies.
The UAE also affirmed its role as a leading energy supplier to the world.

It is a significant change in the organisational dynamics of OPEC and beyond.

The UAE's decision signifies a major shift in global oil dynamics and output policy.

OPEC Explained Key Facts, Structure and Global Role

OPEC: Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
Created on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad, Iraq
Members: Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela
An intergovernmental organisation and oil cartel
Headquartered in Vienna (Austria)

Purpose: to coordinate the oil policies of its member nations
Seeks to stabilise world oil markets and prices

Regulates oil production and supply

Influences international oil prices and the economy

Impacts global oil prices and the economy

Causes changes in world inflation and prices

Countries are big oil exporters
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Currently 12 member-nations

Countries from the Middle East, Africa and South America are members
Ensures regular oil supply to consumers

Enhances economic benefit for producers

Imposes production quotas

OPEC Conference makes decisions

The Secretary General is the OPEC CEO

Elected by member nations for a term

Irani Fuad Rouhani, first Secretary General

The current Secretary General is Haitham Al Ghais (Kuwait)
Took Office in 2022 and still serves

The Secretary General is the legal representative of OPEC
OPEC Secretariat carries out day-to-day work

Secretariat at headquarters in Vienna

Issue reports such as the Annual Statistical Bulletin

Conclusion — United Arab Emirates Leaves OPEC

The departure of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) from OPEC has far-reaching implications. The
decision is consistent with the UAE's investment in its own production capacity and seeking its
own energy strategies outside of the cartel. This could affect OPEC's role in setting global
energy prices and ensuring market stability. But equally, it indicates shifting priorities among key
energy producers, which could result in a more competitive and adaptable energy market in the
years ahead.
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