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SC: relief for digital arrest victims
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Class24

SC proposes relief for digital arrest victims

Court to examine new regulations proposed by
RBI; it calls for inbuilt institutional safeguards

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Thursday called
upon the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) to man-
date financial institutions
to fully indemnify digital
arrest victims if the crime
happened from a lack of in-
stitutional diligence.

Expressing “frustration”
at digital arrest scamsters
siphoning off crores from
the national economy an-
nually, the top court also
questioned how educated
people remained gullible
enough to believe they can
be detained over mobile
phone calls.

Noting that over I800
crore fell into the hands of
cyber fraudsters imperso-
nating law enforcement
agents in a year, Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant
said, “We are really

shocked... Why can't peo-
ple understand? What is
the issue with these vic-
tims? Are they not normal,
sensible people?”

The court said it wanted
to examine the proposed
Reserve Bank of India
(Know Your Customer)
Amendment  Directions,
2026, which are intended
to curb cyberfraud.

It said systems must be
in place within financial in-
stitutions to temporarily
suspend transactions that
uncharacteristically  de-
viate from an account’s
transaction history.

Automated alerts of

such transactions must be
relaved to police authori-
ties, followed by physical
verifications and ascertain-
ment of their genuineness,
the court said.

The Bench directed the
States to provide informa-
tion on FIRs registered in

Bench directs States to provide details of FIRs
and status of the investigations and prosecutions

®

SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of tndia

digital arrest cases and the
status of their investigation
and prosecution. The
court agreed to schedule
the case again before No-
vember 30,

‘Several warnings’
Avisibly anguished CJ1 said
warnings against digital ar-
rest scams were splashed
across all media, besides in
repeated orders passed by
the top court.

Why can't people
understand? What is the
issue with these victims?.. What

is this fear of arrest? Can they not
understand a basic thing that no one
can be arrested over a mobile phone
call... Just throw your mobile against
the wall .Ae feel frustrated...
Why can't we stop this crime?

£
tol

Amicus curiae N.S. Nap-
pinai said even educated
people were falling for the
trap. “What is this fear of
arrest? Can they not under-
stand a basic thing that no
one can be arrested over a
mobile phone call... Just
throw your mobile against
the wall,” the Chief Justice
said.

The amicus curiae point-
ed out that psychologists
have said the victims may

Daily Current Affairs « 30 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

have undergone some sort
of hypnosis.

The CJ1 questioned the
state of mind of people
who, rather than swinging
into action to alert the
nearest police officer, al-
low themselves to be victi-
mised in a democracy.

He said digital arrest has
turned into the “biggest fi-
nancial fraud in the history
of this country™. The court
said the “problem was
[that] bank employees are
involved”. The CJI asked
whether the RBI was “soft-
pedalling™ on bringing in
regulatory measures.

Attorney-General  R.
Venkataramani, appearing
for the Union government
and the RBI, advised
against haste, saying coun-
ter-measures cannot be
put into effect with “a wave
of the magic wand”, but
only through ongoing and
exhaustive consultations

between the central bank
and stakeholders, He said
the proposed RBI (KYC)
Amendment Directions,
2026, would be notified by
November 30 and opera-
tionalised by December 31.

Mr. Venkataramani said
instances of digital arrests
have reduced by 50% this
vear from the previous
vear's figures. He said mo-
ney has been restored in
over 11 lakh cases. Over se-
ven lakh requests for resto-
ration had been received.
Authorities have passed or-
ders in over 5.5 lakh cases.
“The RBI is not sleeping ov-
er it,” the A-G said.

“But despite all these
good efforts, the net loss
suffered by the country’s
economy is over I800
crore,” the Chief Justice re-
marked.

The previous year,
around ¥3,000 crore had
been lost to digital arrests.

Top court expresses ‘frustration’ that educated
people still remain gullible to such scamsters

The CJI said digital ar-
rests were perpetrated
through by misusing the in-
stant messaging platform
WhatsApp.

Mr. Venkataramani said
intermediaries’ responsi-
bilities would be part of the
instructions to be issued by
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy and the Department of
Telecom.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for What-
sApp, orally submitted that
the platform has already
banned 9,400 suspicious
accounts on its own.

He said efforts were un-
der way to develop soft-
ware to identify accounts
impersonating law enfor-
cement officials and go-
vernment agencies, leak-
ing profile photos, etc. The
court allowed WhatsApp to
intervene in the case and
submit a response.
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SC Proposes Relief for

Digital Arrest Victims
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Cyber fraud
argav 3
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What the SC wants 4 e Government’s reply . Court’s frustration e
3(ETed HI AN ’ ARPR DI Sl S(ETd DI ARTS
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» Banks to fully indemnify victims 0 \ » “Biggest financial fraud in
if they lacked diligence 50% 11 lakh+ the country’s history”

o3 erfagfd Fall in digital- Cases with a9 g 37
> Freeze transactions that break an arrest cases mongy restored

: » “No one can be arrested
account’s usual pattern

: over a phone call”
STHT A AP : )\ : e e
» Automated alerts to police + : .
physical check 30 Nov 31 Dec > Asked if RBI was “soft-
EEURCI R RBI KYC rules to To be pedalling
be notified operational I
ergerT [SIDS
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SC: relief for digital arrest victims — in depth (1/2)

fefrea sRwe Nifedl & Igd — fawarR & (1/2)

e WhatsApp’s role @ e ggk insiqaeg,

Who’s in the case

PR

.

» CJI Surya Kant-led Bench

gd&id

> Amicus N.S. Nappinai —
victims may be in “hypnosis”

» A-G R. Venkataramani for
Centre & RBI

HEIdIG!H

J

» Counsel: Kapil Sibal
Hiud RisTa

» Banned 9,400 suspicious
accounts

9,400 WTd

» Building tools to catch
Impersonation

T&cl ggdr

.
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» Court: “bank employees
are involved”

freftyrTa

» Mule accounts opened with
weak KYC

HHIR KYC

» States to report FIR &
prosecution status

FIR fUfq
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SC: relief for digital arrest victims — in depth (2/2)
feforea e difsdl ot wga — AR & (2/2)

G If you get such a call | U Bid 3 i ina ° Did you know’>7
» There is no such thing as
“digital arrest” in Indian law
ST | ol
Hang Don’tp Call 1930 Reportonlme o
a»‘lg ,q% 1930 » PM warned about it in Mann

Ki Baat (Oct 2024): “Ruko,

] Socho, Action |o”
No real “video Never “verify” Within golden cybercrime.gov.in
e FD1, i, TR

arrest” funds hour

\ J \_ J
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SC: relief for digital arrest victims — background (1/2)
feforea sRve Wifsdal &t wrga — gsYf (1/2)

.

Cyber-crime watchdogs

ISR JRITY

Body Role
T YT

14C (MHA)
14C

CFCFRMS
CFCFRMS

CERT-In
(MeitY)

CERT-In
Sanchar Saathi
(DoT)

o ardt

Coordinates
cyber-crime
fight

Freezes stolen
money fast

Cyber security
incidents

Block fraud
SIMs/phones

J

@ Penal law | G8 BT E

» BNS 2023, Sec 318 —
cheating

eRaTUSt

» BNS 2023, Sec 308 —
extortion

SR Tt

» “Police” & “public order’
are State List subjects

XIS Gt

J

\_ J
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Your rights as customer

qled

» Report in 3 days — zero
liability (RBI 2017)

[ Sl

» Bank must reverse within
10 days

10 fed

» Complain to RBI
Ombudsman

KIEAI
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SC: relief for digital arrest victims — background (2/2)
fforea sRve Wifsdal &t wrga — Y84 (2/2)

@ India’s cyber-law journey | HIgaR BT AT Pr 7Y

Tech fixes on the way
qB-Ib! U L]

» MuleHunter.Al — RBI tool to
flag mules
Hddecy

IT Act Amendment Shreya Singhal DPDP Act . : :
T R g e DPDP ' Mobile number revocation
list for banks
2000 2008 — 66C, 66D 2015 — 66A struck 2023 _i:_
2000 2008 2015 2023 » “Pratibimb” — maps fraud
hotspots
PIGICE]

Daily Current Affairs + 30 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 11



ARTICLE 1 * INTERNAL SECURITY — CYBER CRIME | 3l gR&T - AIgaR URTY Class?24

SC: relief for digital arrest victims — Static GK
fSforea s WSl ot Wga — WAfde g I+

: O Cyber fraud words Days to remember abudn
@ RBI basics | RBI T JTiT ATEeR e == @ eyt A H8
» Set up 1 April 1935 (Hilton » Cyber Jaagrookta Diwas —
Young Commission) Mo 33 1st Wednesday of every
1935 Phishing - month
RpRiT Fake email/link P
» Nationalised 1949; HQ il Eraud by vo IS SITTR= bl
Mumbai ﬁ'%-p';‘g raud by voice » Computer Security Day —
call
1949 Smishi 30 Nov
mishing 9%
» First Indian Governor: C.D. ' Fraud by SMS 30
Deshmukh g i i » Safer Internet Day — 2nd
poofing Faking a y
1.3l %ﬂ'ﬂ@ i number/ID Tuesday of Feb
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SC: relief for digital arrest victims — Map & Diagram
fSforee sr¥e WifSdl &t Wga — wARRE 9 @

Anatomy of a digital arrest scam

Class24

Money lost to “digital arrest”

Fake “police, CBI, ED,
customs” on WhatsApp

~%3,000 cr 1. Call / video

“Your parcel has drugs”™;
fake arrest warrant

Kept on camera for hours;

3. Isolation told not to tell anyone

X800 cr+

Money sent to “verify”;

4. Transfer mules move it out

Previous THis

year year

Daily Current Affairs + 30 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Losses fell from ~&3,000 cr
to ¥800 cr+

IHAT HeT

» Scam runs in 4 steps: call
— fear — isolation — transfer

CILECEY|

» Fakes pose as police, CBl,
ED, customs

Wil PRI

» Victims kept on call for
hours or days

el A W
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SC: relief for digital arrest victims — Map & Diagram
fSforee sr¥e WifSdl &t Wga — wARRE 9 @

Where many cyber-scam compounds operate

Read the visual
KLJ’ o &1 9ust

[ff'de;' Triangle SF-ZJ > Scam compounds in
aos

| Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos
MYANMAR S, aﬂa’_&r

» Indians lured by fake IT
jobs, then trafficked

vaciei o

» Golden Triangle —
Myanmar—Laos—Thailand meet

;_ o Ayt
4 > IAF flights brought back 549

Indians from Myawaddy (Mar
2025)

qrat

Myawaddy (Myanmar)
KK Park scam hub

..\, CAMBODIA

Sihanoukville
(Cambodia)

.
.

Ik
|Bangkok - transit point| “.
4 ' .
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ARTICLE 2 « SOCIETY — YOUTH | HHIS - gdTl

Is youth anxiety fuelling protests?

gaT A 3R Sfigia

Are youth worried they will be worse off than their parents?

Gilley
Verwiers

159 po e
scartil wed
resarcher of
CLES Schrces
P2, Parih

fachun at WU
1 1pecishiom
o podrepl

ONOaTY
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( PANLEY |

U s seeligg 4 wavwe of prosests

Aganst eonnomis inequalicies and

poor ihving sandards, The immediate

Calses vary across countries, from the
housing cnisis in Spain and teues with the
education system in France to pablic anger over
prroetvid corruption in Serte sod Altanis, Bt
o (Ng 15 commooe: youh i (e varguard,
Ewrope always had space for democratic dssent
and has seen majoc protests oo Infuence sate
sysems and public policy, Bue with moee and
meee youeh taking the streets across the
comeiment and beyond, are thase prosests mevly
neactionary, of s e o peneratiomal,
exstearinl schety it play? Are vonith wurried
they will be worse off than thelr parems? Gllkes
Vernters and Rohit Azad dscuss ina
comversstion moderated by Vighmesh P,
Venkitesh, Sified caerps:

mhcmnm-mvurpmcuuuydal
of and can

itbe PO TS

mm;h(hmmhw

Galles Verniers: Thwro see, of coura, peeadlids
Dotweet fw May 1968 Fars vovok and the
curvest wave of protess that are Sappeniog in
Fraoce. Like 868, ht stared with studenis
protesting xlxu oniiioos in educatonal

befon duathy diog o
broader nevalt, Vt)ut egin in ' midh \wui-r
weith 2 Trkgh sclol student! protesting 1eacher
AOr oA ded v oot has bocces 4 natonm ks
movement about inegualicy and the cost of
Bving. Thar said, there Is a key dference
between 1968 and now: ome wamed more
freedom; the other wants a future,

Is thure i stagmation happeniog
arcsnd the comtinent and maybe beyond,
amd Is that what is translating isto these

protests”

Hobvit Axach: Unble 103, thene ts 3 withdrawal
of thwe Seate now, The Lef was in wormdance
theqt; yom had Vietnsen fghting a war agalbst
LS smperiaism. The 1962 protests were about
pushing a welfare stase further 10 the left,
Whereass now, Sorges about the welfare stine;
peophe arv demanding tuodc fuclities that the
st shouhd peovide, Ieis o orisss of e
menEberal moded. Sa, the two comests are
complecely difercee. In Fraece, the
unemployment cate among those aged 530 2 &
dightly above 200 That, along wich the riang
coet of Iving, llng read wages, and severe
cuthacks in pubbc expenditane, definitely
Docnmes e haackelrop aoanst which odin s

A call Pow chamges Freed b schad 300 usiveruty shuderts pistest, oemanding
petter schood condtions 3¢ govemement achion, on Octobar 15 manin

movement s tabing place

GV= L complonely agree with that, The coetest s
which yourg peopie Tusw groen e bees »
sucoeshn of crses. s what cee cals a
polyerists misdsec. This peneration hias Sved
thoough the 2006 inanoad crisss, COVIDHY,
chmate dsasters, war in Europe, mad now AL
and thary are vet 10 turm 25 And so what they ane
savebdg, first atud Koewmnong, is more peilection
B U spae and Do seone froedaes rom the
e, as i used o be the case bekee.

Several state systems that exiss mow have
been shuped by the post-war situathon in
Europe and the Eall of the Soviet Union, i
there & eneration gap that exists between
the cury yelem and youth, o a rify?

GV There & 3 geowsacional gap, 0ot Jist in tenns
of age. but o terms of values, prionties, and
warys of cogmmising. Ofder mstinutions are
Tocwrchical. The youth moverments mow ane
Raderiens, The g Detwaen the age of the
poditical chiss and che modian age I a country is
often very wide, I Europe, you luse o Lege
mgority of voters who are ageing aod want 10
protect the persdon systm and the welfire stne
winle schools crumble, iterally. There is stroog
Avorgende in tens of nends.

AL T woulkd stress the Gaor chor diotal He selt
amphhies amdety, because yoo are comstantly
comporing across geneeations, your gotal
preers, sond with the eboes, The infoemation g
that weuhd e bawn thwre wiwn you Jad et
Turve a dgtal life versss what you hase now
youa com see the Inequality right In your face,

GV And £ is a good lestration that soctal soeda
s boeh was. Obwvoushy; they funcion s an
ampifier of anxheties. Bt thigy aba peovidke o
spsov und the instreesents for organkation and

The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

The cotest in wiidh young poople hune
romn bas heen a sucoesshon of crises It s
what ooe calls a palvertsts miodser

GILLES VESNIERS

voemeer-mobrisation. What is really inferesting
I this mcvemment is the consta resmention of
new modes of coganising and resistance sgalnst
Iiseral Tegines, far LghT e s, el so

polycrisis, Wha is sort of different soday is chat
evens the comencional avenues Sor upward soclal
e econontic moddity are aecoed, (n the
current situsstion, partoulardy with AL it 3
emry-devel, white-collar jobs ~ the tachmoeal
first rung of the Tadder *~ that look more
exposed. And that sort of adids w that sentiment
ol Wheakness. Now you have the ‘vlise segment’
of the populdstion who have stacted 0 strggde &3
well and e their socal capital to build or
participate o these movements. Dot the strogele
tor people has been very Joeg o the makdng,

RA: As Dar as A s comcormad, there s o dondde

foeth. The very it tha soet of ]
and amplifies anxietses is also the instrumess
that allies youth 1o comnbsat it

Talkiog about Serbia sod the leaderless
aspect of the nsovements, the carrent wilve
Bas seen students or yout

at the spur of the moment. How will a
beadertess movement fare against the
established state systems?

RA: Even thoggh i was 4 kesdethess swrenmnt,
the Serbim protests continued for two loog
years in seems of mobilisaition, There were ups
i dowms, ke Lenin sald, “One step foraard,
rwo steps back,” but they were at i no nuster
wWhut, Thae i 0ot 10 sy Seadership does ot
msrtor, bag ) il when people ae up in arms,
the Jeadkershup question kind of recedes into the
backyground.

GV And Deing headerbess prroves 50 be an asset
waty tmone thaes o liabslity, because the moment
yout harve designated Ieadendsp, they beooee
tangets. The Serbia case is vy stribing because
they succeeded in toppling down demaocratically
i righn wving iSberal cogime. Tt creases a
precedont. Rut every mosvient & confiantnd
with very specific nations] congea and
coodtoes, and they muy no ily

t v for the youth. One, it has cotme o top
of grneral economic stagnation, whach means
low employsent generacion to begin with, Twa,
whatever bethe growh s there, It is increasingty
ecomiog cagpial-tnesive, For boeh these
resoens, the youth see o Beak e,

Comning to the climate crads, | woukd say that
Is the biggest example of generimional injustice,
The older genermions bive contmbuted the
maost 10 ghobal warming, but it ks the young who
e godng 00 sutfer the sost. | think thar crvares
o Kiod o esesymont agains the okler
penertion

In a late-stage capleallst system or structure,
Is the youth movement acting as what Leain
Pt i as o vangasrd party?

GV | think the historcal conditions are
diffesent. Those vanguard parties of the old days
had very coberent ideological clartty thas these
Inovements do not secessarily have, The
novement oy Tus an elemment of s sliance
of students and workers, bux we are not talking
whout frcrory workers anymoee in Europe. We
alkeg about a completely scantered,
e, precacious, saliried class, which has
lnvu an thwe wroeg vod of the effects of
e, Akl 50, | woulld say the
are a little bit too difierent for seeing

peoduce the sime cutcoaes everywhere.

We see there is a pessimism setting (o around
Al imterventions and the loeaming Gimate
crisis, Every genweration has hod #s own
amxieties, like the Cold War or the fesr of 3
muclear apocalypse in the 1960s and 1970s.
Are the anxiethes a cycle, or are youth
Justitied In eovisioning a bleak future?

GV The presaimuismn in scone aspects has 3
Exctal, schentific basis, We have data about the
rise of mequalities, conceneration of wealth and
posver, climate dsruption, aod so Soeth. And we
Ko, o st In Europe, mmany yourng people
et 10 (o worse than thelr paeerts on
housing snd pensions and job security. As | sud
besare, their experience of the workd is thae of 2

uaamkmmdhb\nn

RA: 10 non evern koo winy Hissory showid be
repeated, | woods sy that vingussndsan load o
porde af Ut podn i time. Maybe we need a
different kind of politics, whach is more
inclusive, wiich mmay have the ideclogy of the
lef or broad Issoes thae the left would like 1o
ralse, but somethiog which s not conralising in
s OF eithaer Wiookogy O in tersis of
ongsnrsstion,

Ta lnten 1o the bl Emeroos
Scan the code ar go 1o the sk
s thwbenducom
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ARTICLE 2 ¢« SOCIETY — YOUTH | HHTS - gdTl

Are Youth Worried They Will Be
Worse Off Than Their Parents?

H FHTT 3R R Silgq WX & Radre
e TSI 1 ==t T g8 NERTa i

Where protests are

Pel

» Spain — housing crisis

» France — education, cost of
living
' K]

» Serbia, Albania —
corruption

gfdar, srearf=rar

\_

e

J

.

» Gilles Verniers (Sciences
Po): “polycrisis mindset”

» Rohit Azad (JNU): “crisis of
the neoliberal model”

Jifed 3ol

» Both: a generational crisis

Ui dehe

_%a%?ﬁwﬁ&ﬂaﬁaﬁw—ﬁwaﬁuﬁ

e Two voices | Eﬁﬁﬂﬁ .‘
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SLW Parley
Wala

e Numbers behind anger
ATPS

» France: youth (15-24)
jobless >20%

20% ARISITRY

» Falling real wages, rising
rents

EGIGOE]

» Cuts in public spending

AR @™ Hetdl

lad
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Is youth anxiety fuelling protests? — in depth (1/2)
gaT 3RIAY 3R Sfigiad — fawarR & (1/2)

° Leaderless movements . e Role of social media D Generation gap
Aqcid sfiglad -~ e Hifsar W& &1 3R
» Hard to target or co-opt » Amplifies anxiety via » Institutions are
SdHT B constant comparison hierarchical; youth
» Serbia’s student list won Fefen JeIdl LISTELEES EIETH
elections » But also a tool for L1k Gt
gfdar organising » Ageing voters shape policy
» But need local context to ST DT HTY il | Teald]
succeed » Shows the inequality right » Pensions vs jobs &
WY e on screen housing for young
SHET fe@dt URE 949TH B

. J . J g J
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Is youth anxiety fuelling protests? — in depth (2/2)
gaT 3RIAIY 3R Sfigiad — fawarR & (2/2)

G From anxiety to the streets | fiar A Js® a® Pr o ° Did you know?,
voe » May 1968 Paris protests
() began with students and drew
iIn ~10 million workers
Insecurity Shared online Trlgger Mass protest n'é 1968
el 5 S 3t » Nepal's Gen Z protests
(2025) toppled a govt in days
Jobs, homes Common anger One incident Youth-led ﬁ-q-la Gen Z
A, W RIEIRIESS] T gl g1 A
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Is youth anxiety fuelling protests? — background (1/2)
gaT S 3R Sridte — ygYyfH (1/2)

.

India’s youth picture

YR & gdl

Fact Detail
a faawur

Median age

Nl
Youth (15-29)

'!obless

Graduates

jobless
EIGED

Survey

&1

~28 years

~10% (PLFS)

Higher than
average

PLFS by NSO,
MoSPI

J

\_

E @ Demographic dividend
ATHIRT
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Youth schgmes

gdi

» Large working-age share =
growth chance

Prasie ad!

» Window open till ~2040s
2040 do

» Needs jobs, skills, health

AR, PIA

> PM Internship Scheme
(2024)

gAY

» ELI scheme — Employment
Linked Incentive
ELI

» MY Bharat — youth platform
(2023)
HI HIRd
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Is youth anxiety fuelling protests? — background (2/2)

gaT Y SR Sridte — B (2/2)

@ Youth movements in India | HRd H gdT 3figia-

@G-0-0-0

1974 1985 2011 2026
1974 1985 2011 2026

Nav Nirman, JP Assam (AASU) Anti-corruption NEET leak
SIdt Sfiere Y 3igiad YVTAR-faRIY protests
NEET

.

ht to protest
Elib‘r SfferdR

» Art 19(1)(a), (b) — speech,

peaceful assembly

3. 19

> Limits under Art 19(2), (3) —

public grder
EIGER]
» SC (Amit Sahni, 2020):

protests can’t block roads
indefinitely

PURE IR

P
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Is youth anxiety fuelling protests? — Static GK
gaT SR 3R Sfigiad — Rifa® amv=a 3=

@ Voting age | HdGH 3T

@ Youth days | ganﬁ?m ﬁ g%.t[jth bOdleS E
» 12 Jan — National Youth » Lowered 21 — 18 by 61st
Day (Vivekananda’s birth) T qd Amendment (1988)

P1g gar faaw NSS Started 1969 6141 HRMH
Gandhi
» 12 Aug — International NSS E:entenary) » Min age for Lok Sabha MP:
Youth Day (UN) NCC 25
S[aRTP gat faas NCC Formed 1948 25 99
» 15 Jul — World Youth Skills National Youth 541 4. vtk = > Min age for President: 35
Day fn%'rcy 15-29 yrs 35 q¢
fay gar eiwra feaw -
Youth Ministry of
Parliament Parliamentary

gql 94¢ Affairs

. J \_ J g J

Daily Current Affairs + 30 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 22



ARTICLE 2 ¢« SOCIETY — YOUTH | HHTS - gdT

Is youth anxiety fuelling protests? — Map & Diagram

gaT Ay 3R igIa- — AFRT 9 ARG

A “polycrisis” generation - crises before turning 25

2008 S 2024+
Global Climate .
financial crash disasters Al & jobs
s —
2020 2022
War in
CoViD-19 Rurope
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1968 vs now

1968
Wanted more
freedom from the
State

Today
Want protection
from the State -

“a future”

Class24

Ve

Read the visual

o = gus

» Under-25s have lived
through 5 big crises

urd dde
» From 2008 crash to Al
disruption

2008 I Al A&

» 1968 wanted freedom;
today wants a future

a9 3M¥ 3«

» Each crisis hit jobs &
savings

AP 9 T9d W) I
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Is youth anxiety fuelling protests? — Map & Diagram
gaT Ay 3R igIa- — AFRT 9 ARG

Youth-led protest hotspots in Europe

= g

.

[Paris 2 France|

{8’ejllglf§de - Serpia]

[Tifaha - Albania

<
.
-
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» Spain — Madrid; France —
Paris

IrSeT=ar

» Serbia — Belgrade (dinar);
Albania — Tirana (lek)

el

» Serbia & Albania are EU
candidate countries

EU 3ufigar

» Spain & France — EU and
NATO members
EU d NATO
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Jamia students call off stir Allgptons et
as union demand accepted | ot e
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NHRC seeks report from police TN failbreak: Prisons — Stalin demands apology from
for parading accused persons  chief shifted days after Vijay for academic’s detention;

shirtless on Kolkatastreets 17 undertrials escape VK denies ‘political vendetta ) o
B moaes BT g e | dree Court cites Manusmriti in cow case | May Ben

Cheetah shooting: wildlife officials in M., er of the world: citing Manusmriti,
raise questions over Chambal's gun culture’ ) 9% gives life term to 3 for cow slaughter
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Court cites Manusmriti, life term for cow slaughter

MY R SHPS

‘Mother of the world: citing Manusmriti,
court gives life term to 3 for cow slaughter

GANDHINAGAR

A court in Gujarat's Gand-
hinagar district has sen-
tenced three persons to life
imprisonment in a cow
slaughter case after they
were found in possession
of 277 kg of beef, citing Hin-
du scriptures to under-
score the religious signifi-
cance of the cow.

Gujarat Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Harsh Sanghavi
hailed the verdict, calling it
a clear message that the
law will never spare those
who commit cow slaughter
in the State.

In his judgment on Mon-
day, Additional Sessions
Judge B.R. Rajput also im-
posed a fine of 23 lakh on
the convicts, Vasim Qu-
reshi, Mohammad Rafiq
Qureshi, and Asfaq Bahe-

r selection of news under the PRP Act)

Through a 2017
amendment, Gujarat
govt. had enhanced
punishment for
slaughter of cows

lim. Quoting the Manusm-
riti, an ancient Sanskrit
text, the court observed
that the cow is not merely
an animal but is regarded
as a pillar of material pros-
perity and ‘dharma’
(righteousness).

“Sage Manu entrusted
the primary responsibility
for the protection and care
of cattle to the “Vaishya'
class. Furthermore, in the
context of ‘Arsha Vivaha' (a
traditional form of Vedic
marriage), the pair - a cow
and a bull - holds special
significance,” the judge
said.

Further quoting the Ve-

Daily Current Affairs « 30 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

das and other Hindu scrip-
tures, the court said that
when drops of ‘amrita’
(nectar) fell to the earth
through the power of pe-
nance, the divine cow Ka-
madhenu emerged and
came to be regarded as the
progenitor of all bovine
species on earth.

‘Four legs, four vedas’
“The cow is regarded as the
‘mother of the world’, serv-
ing as an abode for 33 crore
deities. Her four legs are
symbolic of the four Vedas,
the court said.

According to the prose-
cution, SIX persons were ar-
rested with 277 kg of beef
and tools allegedly used to
slaughter cows and buffa-
loes and a vehicle meant to
transport the meat after a
raid on a house in Jamla vil-
lage of Gandhinagar dis-

trict  on  August 22,
2024.The prosecution said
a father-son duo would
purchase weak or non-lac-
tating cows and buffaloes.
They would then bring four
individuals from Ahmeda-
bad to their home and have
the animals slaughtered in
a cruel manner for beef, all
for the sake of financial
gain, Citing the investiga-
tion, the prosecution said
the accused intended to
sell the beel to one Ghulam
Moin. After the trial, the
court found three of the six
men guilty.

Through a 2017 amend-
ment to the Gujarat Animal
Preservation Act, 1954, the
Gujarat government had
enhanced punishment for
those found guilty of cow
slaughter to life imprison-
ment, making it the first
State to do so.

1SSK 0971 - 751K
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‘Mother of the World’: Citing Manusmriti,
Court Gives Life Term to 3 for Cow Slaughter

MR FY 3rered A 277 fFa Mag arra # 9 A &1 SUde &t - Baa & aggfa 3R def &1
@1 “fay oY grar qarn

© e veict | v 0 B @) The case | A [~

§9TdT ¢d §¢ T

» Life imprisonment for 3 of
6 accused

SUPS
» Fine of ¥3 lakh

3 RA SHIHT

» By AddI. Sessions Judge
B.R. Rajput
T

J

.

22 Aug 2024

277 kg
Beef seized Raid date
vled Il
Jamla 3 0f6
Village, Convicted
Gandhinagar Ll
d
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Gujarat

TJovid

» Cow a “pillar of prosperity
& dharma”.
o BT Y

» Kamadhenu — divine cow
from amrita

CJR DR

» “Four legs = four Vedas”

AR dg

\_
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Court cites Manusmriti, life term for cow slaughter — in depth (1/2)

MaYy R IYbg — fR T (1/2)

° Reactions | Wfaferare

» Dy CM Harsh Sanghauvi:
“clear message”

IR

» Critics: courts should rely
on statute, not scripture

ST

» Debate on secular
reasoning in judgments

&idt

%)

J

.

Teeth of Gujarat’s law ‘n
S

ST DI J&AL

» Bars transport of beef too
gRagd R D

» Vehicles used can be
forfeited

dig- vied

» Offences non-bailable

Class24

e Prosecution’s story
IR

» Father-son bought non-
milking cattle

QY T ¢ aTdl U]

» Slaughter by workers from
Ahmedabad

SleHcldlq

» Meat meant for sale to a
buyer

IEEd

.
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Court cites Manusmriti, life term for cow slaughter — in depth (2/2)

MaYy R IYbg — fR T (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

How a criminal case reaches verdict | SMTURTIYS ufshar Pr 7Y
» India is the world’s largest
milk producer (~25% of
global output)

FIR & raid Investigation Tr|al Appeal WWWW
FIR olld

» Rashtriya Gokul Mission

_ _ _ (2014) conserves indigenous
Police Charge sheet Sessions Court High Court breeds

gferg U] SER RIS I e et fire

\ J \_ J
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Court cites Manusmriti, life term for cow slaughter — background (1/2)

MY IR IUbe — YEYFH (1/2)

Constitution on cattle E @ FR vs DPSP cases 4 @ Secularism in courts 1
e fUPR §ATH DPSP ¢ U B Rl o
Says » Champakam Dorairajan » S.R. Bommai (1994) —
LLER L) GAl BTG (1951) — FRs prevalil secularism is basic structure
Art 37 DPSPs not _ 1951 M
3. 37 enforceable in ' _ '
court » Hanif Qureshi (1958) — » Judges must decide by law
Art 51A(g% Compassion for ban on non-useful cattle & evidence
Hifered living creatures unreasonable W d q1&g
Freedom of : :
%.2255 rerﬁ;eio?]m 0 1?58 | > Scripture can be cited only
Art 19(1)(q) ¥l (0 e » Minerva Mlll_s (1930) — FR- as qo:l-ftext
3. 19(1)(g) (butchers’ plea) DPSP balance is basic dqYH HIA
structure
1980
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Court cites Manusmriti, life term for cow slaughter — background (2/2)

MY IR IUbe — YA (2/2)

0-0-0-

Vedas Upanlshads Smrltls
Four: Rig to Philosophy Manusmriti —
Atharva RG] code
IR T

.

©

Dharmashastra

Social rules

g a9

» Gir — Gujarat

iR

» Sahiwal —

qrerard

» Tharparkar —

Red Sindhi
YRYIR P
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@ Ancient texts in brief | YT Y ina @ %%us caitie breeds =]

Punjab

Rajasthan;
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Court cites Manusmriti, life term for cow slaughter — Static GK

MaY TR IYPE — WAfdd AT JH

Gujarat at a glance

White Revolution Animal welfare bodies
/= ==

U] HeT0]

oIRTd

ga wifd
» Formed 1 May 1960 from

1970 fawa a Bombay State

TIREA WIS PCA Act 1960 193 1960

_ Pdl farRT _

» Led by Verghese Kurien — AWE| 1962 Rukmini » Statue of Unity (182 m) —
» : o ; Rukmini ,
Father of White Revolution U SIS  Devi Arundale Kevadia

| "I §|! I NDDB 1965; Anand, EE L T4 I' il
» 26 Nov — National Milk Day NDDB Gujarat » Rann of Kutch — salt
(Kurien'’s birthday) Amul 1946; Kaira, marsh, wild ass sanctuary

g gy fead S Gujarat HTS BT 0T

. J \_ J g
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Court cites Manusmriti, life term for cow slaughter — Map & Diagram

MaY R IUPE — AFRE T 3RA

Gujarat - first State to make cow slaughter punishable with life term

Gujarat - life term
(2017 amendment)

Daily Current Affairs

State subject

- .
- |
\

Gujarat 1954

SC 2005

30 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

The legal map
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DPSP: State to prohibit
slaughter of cows & calves

Entry 15, State List -
each State makes its law

Animal Preservation Act;
life term since 2017

Mirzapur Motl Kureshi -
upheid total ban

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Gujarat borders Rajasthan,
MP, Maharashtra & Pakistan

g

» Capital Gandhinagar lies on
the Sabarmati

CIEELGI

» Gir forest — only home of the
Asiatic lion

HRRIER

» Longest coastline of any
State (~1,600 km)
e ! dexal
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On Shudras and caste

Ch.Verse

2.31

4.80

4.61

8.21

8.270

8.271

8.272

8.281

8.413

8.414

8.417

10.129

1.127

8.379~
380

What the text says

A Brahmin's name should denote auspiciousness, a Kshatriya's power, a Vaishya's wealth,
and a Shudra’s name something contemptible

Do not give a Shudra advice or leftover food, and do not teach him the sacred law

Do not live in a kingdom ruled by Shudras

A kingdom where a Shudra decides the law sinks "like a cow in a morass”

A Shudra who insults a twice-born man with harsh words shall have his tongue cut out

If he mentions their names and caste with contempt, a red-hot iron nail ten fingers long shall
be thrust into his mouth

If he arrogantly teaches Brahmins their duty, the king shall pour hot oil into his mouth and
ears

A low-caste man who sits on the same seat as a high-caste man shall be branded on the hip
and banished, or have his buttock cut

A Shudra was created by the Creator to be the slave of a Brahmin

Even if his master frees him, a Shudra is not freed from servitude, because it is innate to him
A Brahmin may confidently seize the property of his Shudra

A Shudra must not collect wealth even if able, because his wealth “pains Brahmins”

The penance for killing a Shudra is 1/16 of that for killing a Brahmin (Kshatriya 1/4, Vaishya
1/8)

A Brahmin must never be executed; shaving his head replaces the death penalty



On women
Ch.Verse What the text says

2.213 It is the nature of women to seduce men

2.215 A man should not sit alone even with his mother, sister or daughter, because the senses can
overpower even the learned

5.148 / Father guards her in childhood, husband in youth, sons in old age: “a woman is never fit for

9.3 independence”

5.154 Even if the husband lacks virtue or seeks pleasure elsewhere, a wife must worship him as a
god

5.155 Women may not perform any sacrifice, vow or fast apart from their husbands

9.14-15 Women do not care for beauty or age; through passion, fickleness and “natural

heartlessness” they become disloyal

9.17 Manu gave women love of bed, seat and ornaments, impure desires, anger, dishonesty,
malice and bad conduct

9.18 No rites with sacred texts are performed for women; women are “as impure as falsehood”

9.81 A wife may be superseded if barren (after 8 years), if her children die (10 years), or if she
bears only daughters (11 years)

9.94 A man of 30 should marry a girl of 12, or a man of 24 a girl of 8



The same text also says the opposite in places. 3.56: “Where women
are honoured, there the gods rejoice.” 9.26 calls wives the “light of the
home”. Scholars see such contradictions as one sign of later
interpolations.

It is not the law today. Articles 14, 15, 17 (abolition of untouchability)
and 21 override every such rule. The Manusmriti has no legal force.
Ambedkar burned the Manusmriti on 25 December 1927 at Mahad.
The day is observed as Manusmriti Dahan Din.

It was written around 2nd c. BCE - 3rd c. CE. The first English
translation was by William Jones (1794).
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°n new fortified potato variety help
with India’s hidden hunger problem? THE HINDU -« 30 OCT 2026
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger

BT ST 31

2> Class24

Can new fortified potato variety help
with India’s hidden hunger problem?

Kufri Jamunia is a purple skinned and fleshy potato with higher levels of certain nutrients compared to regular potatoes: at present, however. taking into account its
production costs, pricing, uptake in the market and its ability to deliver these nutrients, it is unclear if it can help with hidden hunger

Vasudevan Mukunth

clentists at the ICAR-Central
Potato Research Institute (CPRI)
have developed a new potato
variety called “kufri jamunia® that
has higher levels of anthocyanins, vitamin
C, and certain micronutrients than
regular potatoes. The Central government
has been promaoting it of late as a means
to address hidden hunger, |.e, when
people consume enough calories bue still
do not receive the necessary nutrients,

Usually, experts who fortify foods,
focus on items like rice and lodised salt,
which a large number of people in India
consume, often throughout the year, thus
ensuring the added nutrients are
delivered to a significant chunk of the
popukation, Kufri jamunia is however a
potato, which people in India generally
consume much less consistently than rice
or salt, and the micronutrient intake
depends on preparation methods and
how the body absorbs them.

Kufri jamunia otfers mutritional
advantages, but they are substantial in
some aspects more than others.
Questions akso linger about its ability to
resist disease and retain nutrients
through different Indian cooking

Solving an Issue: The vanety reportedly has a mealy texture, CPRI researchers themselves have proposed that kufrl jamunia can be used In cumies, parathas,
soups, baked poods, and dehydeatod flours. TiaAs kakEAT I
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The CPRI team developed the
kufrt [amurea variety by
wrossing two patato lines,
M5/8-1148 and (P4242, in
2015, MS5/8-1148 i5 high in
vitamin C whereas CP4242 had
purple skin and figsh. The
result, formally called
MSP/16-307, could naturally
accumatlate higher
toncentrations of specific
nutrients as it grew

-

The variety reportedly has a
mealy texture. In one CPRI
assessment invelving &4
people, 95% rated its overall
acceptabdllity ‘good to
excellent’ and 56% said its
Laste was very good. This study
cohort, though, i too small to
goneralise the resudts, CPAI
researchers themsahwes have
proposed that kufri jJamunia
can be used In curries,
parathas, soups, baked goods,
and debydrated floars
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger

BT ST 31

methods.

The variety reportedly has a mealy
texture, In one CPRI assessment involving
64 people, 95% rated its overall
acceptability ‘good to excellent’ and 56%
said its taste was very good. This study
cohort, though, is too small to generalise
the results, CPRI researchers themselves
have proposed that kufri jamunia can be
used in curries, parathas, soups, baked
goods, and dehydrated flours.

Importantly, kufri jamunia potatoes
also have purple skin and flesh, which
could affect consumer interest. Research
on other biofortified foods has already
shown that while people are generally
willing to pay modest premiums — the
national average cost of ordinary potatoes
purchased wholesale is around 217/kg -
whether they accept a new variety
depends on its appearance, their
awareness, taste, and of course local
preferences.

How was is developed
The CPRI team developed the kufri
jamunia variety by crossing two potato
lines, MS/8-1148 and CP4242, in 2015.
MS/8-1148 is high in vitamin C whereas
CP4242 had purple skin and flesh. The
result, formally called MSP/16-307, could
naturally accumulate higher
concentrations of specific nutrients as it
grew. The team then conducted trials,
including multi-location testing, in
20212023,

Based on the trial data, the Central

Sub-Committee on Crop Standards,
Notification and Release of Varieties for
Horticultural Crops approved the variety
in mid-2024 and the government notified
it in November that year. The variety’s
plants produce 10-12 medium to large
tubers each and mature in around 90
days. The purple colour comes from
anthocyanins - organic compounds also
found in jamun and blueberries.
According to the Press Information
Bureau, 100 g of kufri jamunia flesh
contains around 42.75 mg of vitamin C
(versus 23,15 mg in regular potatoes),
42.05 mg of anthocyanins, 2.28 mg of
zine (versus 0.28 mg), 3.22 mg of
iron (versus 0.57 mg), and 161
micrograms of carotenoids.
And per the CPRI team'’s
findings themselves, published
in Potato Journal in 2025, 100 g
of kufri jamunia was found to
have a range of carotenoid levels,
from 15.6 micrograms in Kanpur to
298.4 micrograms in Raipur, during the
multi-location trials, Kufri jamunia also
contains slightly less zinc than kufri
neelkanth and slightly less iron than kufri
manik; the latter are other coloured

potato varieties developed at the Institute.

Anthocyanins are known to have
antioxidant properties, although whether
the same benefits will accrue when
delivered by kufri jamunia potatoes is not
known. And in the absence of similar
studies, the same caveat goes for iron and

A 2016 study examined
purple-fleshed potatoes and
reported that steaming and
microwaving generally preserved
more of the nutritional
substances than stir-frying did

zinc. A 2016 study in Food Chemistry

examined purple-fleshed potatoes and

reported that steaming and microwaving

generally preserved more of the

nutritional substances than stir-frying did.
However, again, research specific to

* fri jamunia is not available.

Cultivation factors

Nutrient availability and

delivery constitutes one half of

a biofortification programme;
the other half is determined by
Altivation.

At the Modipuram research station,
according to the Potato Journal paper, the
team recorded an average yield of 49.01
tonnes per hectare after three months,
across three seasons, whereas subsequent
multi-location trials, including at
Modipuram, recorded an overall mean of
31.96 tonnes per hectare across north
(36.77 tonnes), central (33.79 tonnes), and
eastern (25.91 tonnes) India.

On the other hand, at these locations,
kufri manik yielded 31.52 tonnes per
hectare and kufri neelkanth 36,61 tonnes
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per hectare. Further, kufri jamunia could
moderately resist late blight, a disease
caused by the water mould Phytophthera
infestans, in laboratory conditions but has
been reported as ‘susceptible’ in the field.
Late blight is a devastator of potato crops
and the CPRI team has already
recommended that farmers apply
fungicide.

Next, the multi-location trials also
produced 29.19 tonnes of marketable
potatoes per hectare, versus 33.48 tonnes
for kufri neelkanth. So if the costs of
cultivation were equal, kufri jamunia
farmers could need a 15% premium on the
selling price to attain the same gross
revenue. (A study published by a CPRI in
Indian Horticulture in 2020 estimated
that, for regular potatoes, the seed
material accounted for 40-50% of the
production costs vis-a-vis regular
potatoes, with a per-hectare seed cost of
around 260,000-75,000 per hectare.)

Taken together, there are many
unknowns about kufri jamunia at this
point to assess its overall cost-benefit
ratio, including the cost of seeds and
disease management, pricing, its uptake
in the market, and how efficaciously it
will deliver iron and zinc to the
population. It would be premature as a
result to deem kufri jamunia to be a
proven solution to address India’s hidden

hunger.

(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)
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Nutrient availability and
delivery constitutes one half of
a biofortification programme;
the other half is determined by
cultivation, Taken together,
there are many unknowns
about kufri jamunia at this
point to assess its overall
cost-benefit ratio
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Can New Fortified Potato Variety Help
with India’s Hidden Hunger Problem?

|CARWW§P%WW%M®W HWHI ST 3 faw R far - faerfi
TR 3R

TR AN, S 3R IR Werdl iR Jard
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Biofortification
oa-gaciaeor

G The variety | fo Z I%féeqt%ztm ‘H Open qu‘;sgrions e
» Cross of |\/|S/8-_1148 (vit C) x » 95% of 64 tasters: “good to » Do nutrients survive
CP4242 (purple) in 2015 excellent” cooking?

PRI 95% UG THTH IR
> Code MSP/16-307; notified > Mealy texture » Susceptible to late blight in
NO\;’rfEOZ“ YRYRT fields
e | STOTIT I
: » Suggested for curries, %
» Matures in ~90 days, 10-12 th fl . Will b |
AR parathas, soups, flour pOtatloeSu’g/ers accept purple
90 f&
COC IR
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger — in depth (1/2)
W AT 3T — IR F (1/2)

Why potato is tricky o Cook it rlght
TS 4 DS A e More numbers | 3R 3lfdg & e e A

» Eaten less regularly than , \ » Steaming / microwaving
rice or salt 42.05 mg 161 Hg keep most nutrients
ﬁ'{lﬁlﬁ Anthocyanins Carotenoids

) /100 /100 g )
» Marketable yield 29.19 vs g PRICHITS » Deep frying loses more
Neelkanth 33.48 t/ha GBI

SEIRILELE . ) { ) » Finding from a 2016 Food
» 56% tasters rated taste ( ) ( ) Chemistry study
“very good” ~I17/kg 40-50% I e

56% Avg regular Seed share of

otato cost
Yra EINIING|
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger — in depth (2/2)
WL ST e, — AR | (2/2)

G From lab to plate | TIRTRITAT & YTt Pr

Did you know?

AT 3T T &2
» India is the 2nd-largest
potato producer after China
R 99 T8I
B?eumg;]g Multi- S|‘t§U}r|als Notlfled Markae_lt\_,lL_Jl%otake » 30 May — International Day
' of Potato (UN, from 2024)
2015 2021-23 Nov 2024 Still unknown
2015 2021-23 2024 CIICIE]
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger — background (1/2)

PWI ST 3T, — Y8YLH (1/2)

Ways to fight hidden hunger Hidden hunger in India A @ Govt programmes

» 57% women 15-49 » Anaemia Mukt Bharat
il SRl anaemic (NFHS-5) (2018)
Biofortification  Kufri Jamunia, 0 -q-%a-rq‘" Q':ﬂm'ﬁaﬁ URd
Wa-Udel I hROT zinc wheat i/
[ _ > 67% children 6-59 months » Fortified rice in PDS, PM
fortification ;g?tli?izg ?i?:lé’ anaemic POSHAN
GG ENIEaE 67% a= gaferd 9r9d

IFA tablet . . . . .
%J%plemems (ana:miea)s » Common gaps: iron, zinc, > ICAR biofortified varieties

S ) vitamin A, B12 — 140+ released

Diet diversity Pulses, veg, o >
ﬁ'ﬁﬂ&l’lﬂﬂ eggs H"TEITIT |CARW
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger — background (2/2)

PWI ST 3T, — YBYH (2/2)

@ How biofortification works | 9 ®TH Hdl s
» Caused by Phytophthora
8 @ 6 ° Infestans (water mould)
PRP
Plchr?:;em Cro-\:%eed Plarr]rt,;:gres PeOple HOSTOIE > Led to the Irish Famine
EECY USRI (1845-49)
bl
Nutrient-rich Or gene editing In grain/tuber No pills needed
UINCH are HER CEIRI » Spreads in cool, humid
weather
SS1-9 U
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger — Static GK
FW AT 3 — Rifde 9= g1

Def|C|enc diseases Potato’s journe
» Set up 16 July 1929 » Native to the Andes (Peru—
Sl 3T 1929 Bolivia)

?%%?rgl'_ﬂg Scurvy » Under the Dept of S

Vitamin D Agricul_tural Research & » Brought to India by the
eI b Rickets Education Portuguese (17th c.)
Vitamin B1 Beriberi DARE | - EE'iIIIE.“ |

faeTfi= B1 » HQ New Delhi (Krishi » Vitamin C chemical name:
lodine Bhawan) ascorbic acid

TS coitre T3 faeett WD RIS

. J \_ J g J

Daily Current Affairs + 30 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 42



ARTICLE 4 « SCIENCE & TECH — AGRICULTURE & NUTRITION | fasi - &% a gwor Class?24

Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger — Map & Diagram
PWI ST 3T — AT T 3RE

Read the V|sual

Yield (tonnes/ha) ﬁ
Per 100 g: Kufri Jamunia vs regular potato . . .
it > Vitamin C ~1.8x%, iron ~5.6X,
egular potato
W Kufri Jamunia Kufri Neelkanth zinc ~8x regular

e o e 3t T I

» Best regional yield: North,
cutri 36.77 t/ha
ufri Jamunia
31.96 3R HIRd
23.15
; » Central 33.79; East only
25.91 t/ha
Kufri Manik qd | $H
) » May need a ~15% price
premium

Vitamin C Iron Zinc 1 5% 'mﬁl'qtl'

(mg) (mg) (mg)

\
ol

r
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Kufri Jamunia: potato vs hidden hunger — Map & Diagram
DB ST 3T — A T 3R

India’s potato belt & research centres

[Shimla - ICAR-CPRI HQ|

Modipuram (Meerut) | $

|uttar Pradesh - No. 1|

Bihar - No. 3

5 A
- S
D B3
o)
A

2]

|west Bcngal - No.

&t Y
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» UP, West Bengal, Bihar —
top 3 potato States
Y 3

» Shimla — headquarters of
ICAR-CPRI
e

» Modipuram gave the best
trial yield (49.01 t/ha)

» In the plains, potato is a rabi
crop
Tl B
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Concerns over the collegium system
DlATorad U JdTd

Concerns over the collegium system

Fethredd 8 e Syastor Sorgry Mo bes sharued thug formen 11 DN Chprnbeachend s hone S progaosesd anboud ppesssssasss with e Comre bolone g
indegaanont 01 i Srent priegtie o by dobsen om e ovobatn of e cedagannaant and wans o gmow sssgany b jedd gyreenarey

President and confirmed by the Senate,
In the United Kingdom, the
Independent Judicial Appolntments
Commission comprises 15 commissioners
appointed from the judiciary, the legal
profession, and the public. This JAC
selects candidates for judicial office in

THE GIST

v

The coliegium system, devised
by the Supresne Court, has

> . ensured judkcial independence
S courts and tribunals. Appointment of from the.enecubve np:he
Judges to the UK. Supreme Court (UKSC) matter of appaintments.
Rangaraian R. is based on a selection commission that Howsver, & has drawbacks,
consists of President of the UKSC, a including a lack of
—— :ounh(r;ur.h- of the Supreme Senior UK, judge, and three other transparency and
Court Justice Sangay Kaul has members that includes a member of JAC, secountability
shared that former Chief In South Africa, there is a Judicial Z
Justice of Inclia (G0 1Y, Service Commission (JSC) that consists of

Chandrachud may have discussed

23 members, Including the Chief Justice

The long-term reform could be

mﬁdﬁ'xﬂf,’;xﬁﬂﬂm o and representatives from the judiciary, 1o revive the NJAC with a
collegium met 10 discuss them. He legislature, executive, lawyers and h'm composition, & 'un
characterised this as seeking the academia. This |SC recommends names " \ .:P'm-“g: rom
government’s ‘pre-approval’, which to President for appointment of Judges. ;""; :E;d::‘:' rl"'; . ;;3::“-“
erodes the judiciary's sutonomy, .

Provisions in the ¢ ot
Article 124 of the Constitution provides
thae Judges of the Supreme Court shall be
appainted by the President after
consalting the Chief Justice ol Indis (I,

The collegum system for judicial appointments = o unique process deviad by the SCHLE FHOTD

The way forward

The collegium system has ensured the
Independence of the judiclary from the
executive, in the matter of appointments.
Nevertheless, it has its own drawbacks

\, Artice 217 provides that judiges like the lack of transparency and
af a High Coure shall be appointed by the | opinion in Third Judges case (1998). The recommendations 1o 1 executive for e accountability. There s also resentment
President after corsulting CJ1, Chiel cofegium currently comprises the Clland | appointment of judges. The NJAC was to on account of alleged nepotism in this

Justice of the High Court and Governor of
the State. The ooigmal Constitution
provided for consultation by the executive
with the udiclary befare appalntments 10
safeguard jodiclal Independence as well
25 10 ensure qualiny, as judges are best

four senior-most Supreme Court judges
for appointments to the Supreme Court,
and the CJEand twa sensor- mast judges
for appointments to High Courts.

The detaled procedure for
agpalnoment, &5 per the guidelines of the

comsist of the CJL, two senior judges,
Union Law Minister and two eminent
persons, This was however sk down
by the Supreme Court in 2005 as it
violaed the basie structure of
ndependence of the Judictary. Hence, the

process whereby kith and kin of sitting
Judges are fwoured for appointment to
higher judiciary, The immediate reform
would be to finalise the revised Mol that
would bring in the required transparency

exquipped 1o assess the professions] and Supresne Court in Second and Third jJudge | collegium process coutinues Gl date for and consultative process in

technical merits of proposed candidates, cases, i captured in the Memorandum ol | appointients, appoinuments.

s ;‘fu:;d“"t (M;::;’:\"‘ ""Pt"i"'“'l'i'“ ol After the M':: ll;]"bmm'"""-h;“d The long-term reform could be to
system pregs v the Uniioa Law governiment i e judiciary (5] i NJAC broader

As per process lakd down in the Ministry in M98 As per the Mo¥, the revise the Mol to usher in more :g::::ml It :,n‘"?‘.:d“de

Constitution, judges were appoinsed by collkegum mitiates the propoesal for transparency into the appolmtment . - fi the leisl oie

the government after comsultation with appointment of fudges 10 the higher process. However, owing to differences of representatives from the legislature, t

the judictary tll 1805, In the Firse Judges
case (1981), the Supreme Court had
upheld the primacy of executive in

Judtary and sends the recommendation
1o the Central govermment. The Centre
may requrn a recommendation In case of

opinlon on sonwe of the aspects of revised
MoP drafted by the executive, it has not
been linalised even after || years,

Bar Council and academia, like in South
Africa and the UK, This would make the
consultation process more broad based

judicial l:bppunk i Ilr’mnpl;ﬁwm any ubi!;cll;n o mmd’-uim wi'!:::spwli el prac and Inclusive, The judiciary coudd sull be
acroun! to the e er, L1+ any proposed names, ever, O ces pmmd(‘(' j W“h a velo over 'M ﬁnﬂl
considering the need 1o maintain the collegium reiterates the The collegium procedure for judicial recommendation lo,plt:ecl its
independence of jdiciary and insulate it rex Latiom, the appoi appot 5 a unique process that has ind dene

from political favouritism, the Supreme | should be made. been devised hy the Indian Supeeme NACPENERICE... S
Court in Secand Judges case (1963} The Parllament theough the 99th Court, that has no paralel @ any other (Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer and

created the colleghuns system for
appoinement of judpes, This wis

Comstinutional Amendment in 2014 had
set up the Natlonal Judiclal Appolnements

democracy,
In the US,, judges to the Federal
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CIassZ4
Concerns over the
Collegium System copaine

@aﬁqaweﬁww%maﬁamm Td CJI 9SS A PIAfoTad $f 9o A Ugd o TWPR

q A ® w1t @1 gl e fAgfeal # yrelRiar R 9 989
e Drawbacks | @il A

The trigger
G faarg ot Fwama ®

e Who is in the collegium
Plaforad T

» Ex-judge Sanjay Kishan ( 1{ \ » Lack of transparency
Kaul’s claim Cll+4 Cll+2 uReRfar & oh
FO;? %J%jges Fo(rs%(:létcelges » Weak accountability
» Ex-CJI D.Y. Chandrachud \_rlﬂ'lﬂéﬁ
. HC & forg
may have consulted govt first
EEL G k » Alleged nepotism — “uncle
» Seen as seeking “pre- ( 1998 11 vrs EgEs q
approval” y q.ng'_
Qﬁ'mﬁ MoP drafted Revised MoP
PIERINILE! pending
ciferd
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» Collegium recommends
names to Centre

frerfe=

» Centre can return once
with objections

dler gl @

> If reiterated, appointment
must follow

SR IR 1A

J

POLITY — JUDICIARY | ITSToIa®T — <ATAUTIIahT

Concerns over the collegium system — in depth (1/2)
Hiatorgd IR Hard — AR & (1/2)

The process (MoP) 1=

e Abroad | ﬁ%ﬂﬁ {E}, G Way forward | 3Tl &1 38 Og

» US — President nominates,
Senate confirms

ARSI

» UK — 15-member Judicial
Appointments Commission

IECE!

» South Africa — 23-member
JSC
Sféror it

.

Class24

» Short term: finalise revised
MoP
MoP

» Long term: broader NJAC
with Bar, academia

YT NJAC

» Keep a judicial veto to
protect independence

TR diel
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Concerns over the collegium system — in depth (2/2)
Hiatorgd IR Hard — AR & (2/2)

a How an HC judge is appointed | HC =arardi=r fgfea 6

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» The word “collegium”
appears nowhere in the
Constitution

HC coIIe ium State & Centre  SC collegium President ﬂﬁ?ﬂ:{ﬁ:lﬁ
Hc S¢ » SC judges retire at 65; HC

judges at 62
CJ + 2 judges IB inputs Cll+2 Warrant 65 / 62

TRATd S| 3G fgfaa

\ J \_ J
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Concerns over the collegium system — background (1/2)
BT U= Fard — gEYA (1/2)

@ Shields of mdependence O @ NJAC (99th Amdt, 2014)
NJAC

» Salaries charged on » CJI + 2 senior judges
HTHCT Frofg Consolidated Fund CJI1 9 2 |grarei=r

SC & HC . IJfrg At o _
judges President (Art dq » Law Minister + 2 eminent
grareft=r 124, 217) » Judges’ conduct not persons
District jugﬂgqers Governor with debated in Parliament (Art ST G
HC (_Art 233) 121) > Any 2 could veto — seen as
CAG President (Art 3. 121 hurting independence
CAG 148) :
_ _ » HC judge transfers under

Election President, on

. . Art 222
Commissioners panel advice
AT ST (2023 Act) 3. 222

. J \_ J g J
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Concerns over the collegium system — background (2/2)

HIATIIH TR gaTd — YEHI (2/2)

@ Removing ajudge | ATATeN=T & g1

.

'y @ Judicial vacancies
fefaaar

©0-0-0-0

PreS|dent

Removal order

Motion Inquiry Spemal majority
Udld \_rl'IT'-I W
100 LS /50 RS 3-member Both [—louses
MPs committee Sl ge
G it

» HCs often run ~30% short
of sanctioned strength

30% f¥ad

» 5 crore+ cases pending
across courts

5 HINS HIHA

» Delays partly due to
appointment friction

Frafe o <t
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Concerns over the collegium system — Static GK
HiAfoTad IR gaTd — RAFdS JH=a I+

@ Article watch | GI':I,%T:{ E

@ Supreme Court firsts
P - UYH

» Inaugurated 28 Jan 1950 » Art 32 — writs by SC (“heart
28 SHaI 1950 fawg ax and soul” — Ambedkar)
» First CJI: H.J. Kania ?E;};ae{‘gth 34 (incl. CJI) 8. 32
Qﬂ.ﬁ. SI-aT : » Art 226 — writs by HCs
_ _ High Courts o5 3. 226
» First woman judge: M. S <grAreyg :
Fathima Beevi (1989) Oldest HC » Art 141 — SC law binds all
WIfaHT didl a9 Rl Calcutta (1862) courts
Newest HC Andhra 3. 141
oy a1 Pradesh (2019)

Daily Current Affairs + 30 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 52



Class24

Concerns over the collegium system — Map & Diagram
DIAToad IR JdTd — AFRA 9 3RA

( )

Read the visual

How India picks its higher judges - a 45-year tug of war ﬁﬁa’ﬁm
] » 1981 — 2026: six turning
1981 1998 2015 points
First Judges Third Judges SC strikes down w tl?;'lﬂ
case: executive case: CJl + 4 NJAC (basic
has primacy senior judges structure) N Power move d from
government to judges

» Parliament’s only attempt to

T PR A AYTfeIpT
change it: 2014

‘JT & ¢ &

2014
1993 — 2026
Second Judges . Kaul: CJI sought » Core debate: independence
case: collegium 99th Amat: govt “pre- Mg
born NIAC crantad approval”? VS accountabil |ty
TIAAdT 99T Siardeat
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Concerns over the collegium system — Map & Diagram
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How other democracies appoint top judges
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» Germany — Parliament’s two
Houses elect judges

» Japan — Cabinet appoints
judges
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» Canada & Australia —
executive appoints on advice
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» Indiais rare in letting judges
pick judges
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Assessing the outcome of
MLC elections

The electorate for these polls represents only a section of voters, unlike in general and Assembly elections

Sanjay Kumar
Arindam Kabir

iscussions highlight too much
emphasis being given to the
recent Legislative Council
(MLC) elections across States,
Even a sweeping victory or defeat does
not necessarily indicate a party’s loss or
gain in popular support. This is because
the electorate in these polls represents
only a section of voters, unlike in general
and Assembly elections.

Across Uttar Pradesh, 11 constituencies
went to polls while Bihar saw eight seats
up for grabs. Maharashtra and Karnataka
went to the polls in five and four
constituencies, respectively.

MLC elections are held for the Vidhan
Parishad, the Upper House of a State
legislature, which exists in only six of the
28 States ~ Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. A council can have no
more than one-third of the Assembly’s

K »

strength and never fewer than 40
members. It is a permanent house that
cannot be dissolved. Members serve
six-year terms and one-third retire every
two years, so elections are staggered
rather than held all at once.

Members reach the Council by five
routes. One-third are elected by MLAs,
one-third by local bodies such as
municipalities and district boards,
one-twelfth by graduates and one-twelfth
by teachers. The remaining one-sixth are
nominated by the Governor from among
people with distinguished work. Voting is
by secret ballot under proportional

representation by single transferable vote.

Graduate and teacher constituencies
are territorial, and the Election
Commission conducts the polls. A
graduate voter must have held a degree
for at least three years, and a teacher
must have taught for at least three years
in a secondary school or higher
institution. Both must live or work in the
constituency, and neither is enrolled

automatically, since each has to apply to
be placed on a separate roll. This is why
these electorates are so small. The
Council has limited powers, it cannot vote
on money bills, and the Assembly can
override its recommendations on
ordinary legislation. That is another
reason these results say little about who
governs the State.

Although these elections do not reflect
a party’s overall electoral performance,
their outcomes offer some insight into its
organisational functioning and strength.
Winning these seats requires identifying
candidates, registering voters months in
advance and mobilising a small electorate
to turn out - tasks that depend on the
party machinery, not a wave.

Congress opens account in Nagpur
With its win in one Nagpur seat, the
Congress managed to gain some
headlines and open its tally. But the party
should take this as a lesson, having failed
to open its tally even in Karnataka, where
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itis in power. The BJP-JIXS) alliance swept
all four seats there. A ruling party is
expected to have the State machinery,
cadre and local connect to win at least a
sedt or two, Failing to do so suggests a gap
between the government’s position in
Bengaluru and the party’s organisational
presence on the ground. Congress leaders
may rightly say that the result is no
verdict on the government. But a clean
sweep in a State where the party is in
power cannot be brushed aside.

BJP’s victory and cause for concern
It is fair for the BJP to celebrate winning 13
out of the 28 seats, which does reflect the
strong organisational strength of the
party across States. What can be seen as a
setback for the party is that the graduate
voters' constituency has been BJP's
stronghold. In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls,
according to the Lokniti-CSDS National
Election Studies 2024 post-poll survey,
BJP alone enjoyed 38% support among
graduates and above, while it was 45% for
the NDA. A party that has long counted
on the educated, urban voter will be
concerned to see that cushion thinning.
The loss in five seats in Uttar Pradesh,
particularly Varanasi, should be a warning
bell for the BJP as the State goes to polls
next year. The party’s performance in
Uttar Pradesh in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election left it short of a majority on its
own at the national level, forcing it to
depend on allies. Varanasi is the Prime
Minister’s own constituency, making the

symbolism hard to ignore, even though
the stakes are modest. The BJP cannot
afford a repeat in 2027, and any sign that
educated, middle-class voters are drifting
away will worry its strategists,

Jan Suraaj gains ground in Bihar
The party opening its tally in Bihar can be
seen as a sign of its growing organisational
strength, especially after its founder,
Prashant Kishor, won the Bankipur
by-election in August, defeating BJP’s
Neeraj Kumar by 19,324 votes in a seat the
BJP had never lost since 1995. Jan Suraaj
had failed to win a single seat in the 2025
Assembly election. Two wins in three
months show a party that is converting its
campaigning into votes. Whether that
carries over to a general election, where it
must reach a far larger and more varied
electorate, remains an open question,

On that count, the Congress has work
10 do, the BJP has reason to be careful,
and Jan Suraaj Party has reason to feel
encouraged. The sensible reading of these
results is a modest one; as a rule of thumb
in studying elections, we should not
overread the data. These elections do not
show the will of the entire electorate, but
they do indicate a party’s organisational
strength and mark an important move in
boosting the morale of the party cadre.
(Sanjay Kumar is a Professor at CSDS and
an election analyst; Arindam Kabir is
currently a researcher with Sanjay Kumar
at the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS). Views are personal.)
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e Results | T m e Autho.r;;rcaution
» BJP won 13 of 28 seats » Electorate is only a section
11 8 13/28 of voters
Uttar P%Sh Bihar » BJP-JD(S) swept all 4 in T Aaaral
RN S8R Karnataka > Not a verdict on State
PHlCH governments
» Congress opened account TRBR TR et et
5 4 in Nagpur » Shows organisational
Maharashtra Karnataka TR strength
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Assessing the outcome of MLC elections — in depth (1/2)
MLC THTal &1 3Thad — faarR I (172)

BJP’s warning bell

HTSTqT ot f=idr

» Lost 5 seats in UP, incl.
Varanasi

JRTUTAT

» Graduate seats were its
stronghold

e

» UP votes in 2027
2027 4-1d

.

A

J

.

Graduate voters

Hidd Hdgldl
38% 45%

BJP among NDA among
graduates graduates
(2024) NDA

HISTqT
Lokniti-CSDS 2024
Post-poll survey | | Lok Sabha polls
NIERE]
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Jan Suraaj in Bihar
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» Opened its tally in the
Council polls

LCIGIRC (S]]

» Prashant Kishor won
Bankipur bypoll by 19,324

» Zero seats in 2025
Assembly polls

2025 ¥ I
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Assessing the outcome of MLC elections — in depth (2/2)

MLC gHTal &1 3Thad — faarR I (2/2)

G Who can vote in a graduates’ seat | HAGAT P

0-0-0-

Degree ReS|dent Apply

At least 3 years Lives/works there Separate
old OERS| electoral roll

39y QT

.

\Vote
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Secret ballot,

STV
T JdeH

Did you know’>
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» Andhra Pradesh’s Council
was abolished in 1985,
revived in 2007

3T U=
» Tamil Nadu abolished its
Council in 1986
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Assessing the outcome of MLC elections — background (1/2)
MLC ATal BT 3THad — Y (1/2)

Council vs Assembly Creating or abolishing Becoming an MLC
e TiREG 9T T B TS/3ad » MLC
» Art 169 governs it > Minimum age 30 years
farroan RLERCH 3. 169 30 qf
Term 6 yrs; 1/3 retire » Assembly resolution by » Presiding officer: Chairman
every 2 yrs . .
\ special majority (Art 182)
Dissolution ever = fa=iy sgua g
ﬁrEIE:r permanent
House » Then a Parliament law — » Elections conducted by the
Size < 1/3 of not a constitutional ECI
3THR Assembly, > 40 amendment AT TN
Moneg Can delay only HAq BT PI]A
14 days
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Assessing the outcome of MLC elections — background (2/2)
MLC gATdl &T 3Tha- — YEYA (2/2)

@ Ordinary Bill & the Council | aryrRor fadas Pr 7Y
» Rajasthan & Assam — Bills
pending since 2013
RISIRYTA, HH

A;:;nezly Delay : R%p%%%d Dela » Odisha — resolution in 2018

THT UTRd nfe=m
Sent to Council Up to 3 months Back to Council 1 month — > West Bengal —resolution in

URYG Bl 3 HIg iR UiRug deemed passed 2021 .

1 A8 gf3 &
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Assessing the outcome of MLC elections — Static GK

MLC TATal &1 Tpad — WAfdd =g 319
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Elections by STV
Thd d Hd B
gq1d TG
President Art 55
Vice-President Art 66
Rajya Sabha
(by MLAS) Art 80
TSI HT
MLC (by MLAs
etc.) Art 171
MLC

J

@ Electlon Commission F

\_

» Formed 25 Jan 1950 — now
National Voters’ Day

S Helerdr fgad
» First CEC: Sukumar Sen
JPUR A9

» Multi-member since 1993

1993 J ¥g-He&Ig
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Rajya Sabha facts
RTSYHHT

-
l

» Max 250: 238 elected + 12
nominated

250

» Nominees for art, literature,
science, social service (Art
80(3))

» Chairman: Vice-President
of India

JuTafd
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Assessing the outcome of MLC elections — Map & Diagram

MLC gATal BT ATH AT — TR 9 3RE

6 States with a Council (seats)

Who sits in a Vidhan Parishad (Art 171)

Nominated by
Governor 1/6

Teachers
1/12
Legislative
' Council

Elected by MLAs
1/3

Local bodies
1/3

Maharashtra (78)

Karnataka (75)
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» 1/3 by MLAs, 1/3 by local
bodies

wo-fagrs
» 1/12 graduates, 1/12
teachers

HTa® 9 e

» 1/6 nominated by the
Governor

TeyyTe]

» Only 6 of 28 States have a
Council; UP’s is largest
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams

CBSE H 93d1d

CBSE revises Scheme
of Studies for 2028
Class X board exams

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, October 29

INAmajorrelieftostudentsof
Class 1X who will appear for
board examsin2028, the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) has revised the
Scheme of Studies and clari-
fied that three subjects — In-
dividhuals in Society, Modules
on Computational Thinking
(CT) and Al and Environ-
mental Education — will not
be part of their curriculum.
According to officials,
these subjects, introduced
after the current academic
session, created confusion
among students and put a
burdenonthem tostudy nine
10 10 subjects. After CBSE's
clarification, sudentswill now
beabletofocus on fivesubjects
forthe board exams and leam
theothersubjects without the
stress of scoring marks.
Underthe scheme, the five
compulsory board exam sub-
jects will be two languages,
mathematics, science and so-
cialscience, However, the stu-
dentswill study nine compul-

Daily Current Affairs + 30 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

includingathird language, an
education, physical education
andwell-beingand vocational
edlucation.

“Toalignthe introduction
of thiscurricularareawiththe
implementation schedule,
the subject ‘IndividualsinSo-
ciety' and the ‘Modules of CT
&AllinClassIX(2026-27)and
the subject "Environmental
Education’ in Class X(2027-28)
shall not be partof the curricu-
lum for these batches,” said a
CBSEcircularissuedtoallthe
principals and heads of affili-
ated schools.

The changes will apply to
students studving in Class IX
in 2026-27 and progressing to
Class X in 2027-28. The exist-
ing scheme will continue for
studentsin Class Xin2026-27,

“Vocational Education
shall continue tobea compul-
sory curricular area for stu-
dents of Class IX (2026-27)
progressing to Class X (2027-
28). Tofulfil this requirement,
students may opt for either
the subject Kaushal Vikas, or
any oneofthe 22Skill Subjects
notified by the Board...," read

Class24
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CBSE Revises Scheme of Studies
for 2028 Class X Board Exams

2028 T 913 U&7 9T FH&T 9 & BT B IAed — CBSE 7 “TfR iR U, “Hrogezad fRifh
Rem sisasa s

T AI" 3R~

° What changed | ®Tdeger L5

» Individuals in Society
dropped (Class IX)

fad 3R JHTS

» CT & Al modules dropped
(Class IX)

CTdAI

» Environmental Education
dropped (Class X)

fRre

\_

J

UTUsH A gl

eWhylﬂiﬂ o

» Subjects came mid-
session — confusion

HH

» Too many subjects for one
batch

3ffere faug

> Align with implementation
schedule

JHg-HTivoft

\ J
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ﬂ Relief for students
a1l #1 ET

» Class IX in 2026-27 —

Class X in 2027-28
g dd

» Current Class X (2026-27):
no change

PIg dcAd gl
» All CBSE-affiliated schools
CBSE ¥ d
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams — in depth (1/2)

CBSE H 9¢ard — fawR A (1/2)

° Why it matters | Heod é

» Lighter exam load in Class

X
®H did

» More time for core
subjects

ge fawg

» Schools get time to prepare
teachers

R BT 9HY

. J

CBSE at a glance ® e S
CBSE U T9R as Concerns | f2iar@ A

.

» 30,000+ affiliated schools
30,000+ ¥pdl

» Schools in 25+ countries

25+%51T

» Also conducts CTET for
teachers

CTET
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» Frequent policy changes
confuse schools

dIR-dI¥ dgclld

» Al skills delayed for this
batch

Al § S
» Teacher training gaps

fRrere ufreror
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams — in depth (2/2)
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G NEP 2020 school structure | NEP Tl

Foundational
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Age 3-8 (5 yrs)
3-8

- Q-0
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Preparatory Middle Secondary
URIHD qe At
Class 3-5 Class 6-8 Class 9-12
3-5 6-8 9-12
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» From 2026, CBSE Class X
has two board exams a year
(second optional)

19 | & IR
» CBSE was set up in 1929;

HQ New Delhi
1929
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams — background (1/2)
CBSE ® 9gard — Y84 (1/2)

Schogl education bodies E @ NEP 2020 on exams L’; NCF-SE 2023 E
TR T GUR YT yreu=at
» Make boards “easier” — » Three languages, at least
T AT test core skills two Indian

CBSE Central board PHH ¢dId EETIL
CBSE exams _ _
NCERT (1961) Curricul » Two attempts a year » Vocational & art integrated
urricuium, AR ﬁ'«‘\’lﬁ HAT
NCERT textbooks ?"Pr q
NIOS _ » No hard split — arts, > Less rote, more concepts
NIOS Open schooling science, commerce I B
- YRT f[aUTS 8T
FARARNA ZISa‘SJ[g)SnSar.:WGHt
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams — background (2/2)

CBSE § 9ed@Td — YBYfH (2/2)
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» CBSE offers Al as a skill
subject since 2019
Al fauyg

Too many Exam stress Less Iearnlng Fewer scored
subjects e E U 3 AT » Plan for Al from Class 3
3fre fawg (from 2026-27)
| Ca R
9-10 Coaching culture Rote memory Deeper study _ _
9-10 Tﬁ%m TeT T8 I » Teachers trained via
NISHTHA, DIKSHA
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams — Static GK
CBSE H 9¢dTd — Rifd® =g 3

@ nght to Educatlon I

» 11 Nov — National » Art 21A added by 86th
Education Day (Maulana usid ay Amendment (2002)

Azad) Kothari 3. 21A

ng’rq ﬁaq C ISSI 1964-66 :

FRran aﬁo-o[-nr\g] ';%%)-3 » Free education for ages 6—

» 5 Sept — Teachers’ Day (S. : 14
Radhakrishnan) E;%%Elﬂ% 1968 6-14 99

Rrgre feas Second NPE 1986 (revised » RTE Act 2009, in force 1
> 8 Sept — International FU I 1992) April 2010
Literacy Day NEP 2020 RTE
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams — Map & Diagram

CBSE H 9¢dld — HFRE 9 3IRG

CBSE: Class IX (2026-27) - Class X board exam (2028)

5 board-exam subjects (marks count) Studied, but no board exam
Language 1 Third language
Language 2 Art education
Mathematics Physical education & well-being
Science Vocational (Kaushal Vikas / 22 skill subjects)
Social Science
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» Left: 5 subjects with board
marks

5 3ip-faug

» Right: taught in school, no
board exam

fomr 918 owften

» Vocational: Kaushal Vikas
or 22 skill subjects

I

» Third language is not a
board subject
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CBSE revises scheme for 2028 Class X exams — Map & Diagram
CBSE ¥ 9¢dld — HMFfUT 9 3RE

Ancient centres of learning

Read the vis.ual

|Taxila (PAakistan)] ﬁﬁ aﬁ. m

» Nalanda — founded by
Kumaragupta | (Gupta), 5th c.
[Nalanda (Bihar)) ATder

» Vikramshila — founded by
Dharmapala (Pala)

o » Taxila— UNESCO site, now
Vikramshila (Bihar)| . -
in Pakistan

derfRrer

» Nalanda ruins — UNESCO
World Heritage (2016)

[Vallabhi (Gujarat)|

. [Kanchipuram (Tamil Nadu))
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Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent
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Bahram Vakil to replace
Noel as Trent chairman

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, October 29

NOEL TATA, CHAIRMAN of
Tata Trusts and a nominee
director on the Tata Sons
board, will step down as chatr-
man and director of Trent on
November 11, bringing to an
end nearly three decades at
the helm of the Tata Group's
retall company. The Trent
board on Thursday appointed
Bahram Vakil, co- founder of
law firm AZB & Partners, as his
successor with effect [rom
November 12

Tata, who has been associ-
ated with Trent since 1997
and led its growth across retail
formats, will assume the role
of chairman emeritus from
November 12, He had indi
cated in June itself during
Trent's 74th annual general
meeting that he would step
downas chairman this year, in
line with Tata Group gover-
nance norms that require
non-executive directors to
retire at 70. Tata turns 70 on
November 12

The transition at Trent
comes as Tata prepares to step
down from several other posi-
tions across the Tata Group on
attaining the age of 70. Hewill
step down as Don-executive
chairman of Voltas, Tata Invest
ment Corporation and Tata
International. He will also relin-
quish his positions as non-exec-
utive vice-chairman of Tata
Stoed and Titan Camnanv

Daily Current Affairs « 30 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Noe| Tata

TATA-GROUP  RETAILER
TRENT saw second-quarter
peofit come below street esti-
mates, despite reporting
strong double-digit profit
growth. The company
reported healthy improve
ment in revenues and overall
margin growth in the period,
ahead of street estimates.
Trent's consolidated net

Under Tata's leadership,
Trentexpanded its retail portfo
lio, which includes Westside,
Zadioand Star.

In recent years, the com
pany has acceferated its store
expansion, particularly
throueh Zidio itz value. fach

|

Bahram Vakil

Trent profit rises 23%,
revenue up 22% in Q2

profit {attributable to own
ers) surged 23.1% year-on
year {y-o-y) to T464 crore in
the Q2, in comparison to
€377 crore In the same
period a yearearlier,

The protit number was
bedow Rloamberg consensus
estimates of €535 crove for
the period.

—FE BUREAU

ion chain, in tier-11 and tier-111
markets, The Trent board on
Thursday also approved the
appointment of Rajiv Dube as
an additional non-executive,
noo-independent directorwith
effect from October 30,subject
tosharchalderanorowal
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becomes chairman emeritus +22% %535 Cr directors retire at 70

HI-G Sl Revenue Bloomberg 70 99
» Bahram Vakil (law firm AZB & growth profit estimate - el e T e 12 Nans
Partners) takes over 12 Nov NES SIgHT 12 9dR

N - . ( ) ( ) » Announced at Trent’s 74th

» Rajiv Dube joins as additional

TSl go Profit below Q2 period el

estimate f?'lﬂTé)[
39 Y HY
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Class24

Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent — in depth (1/2)

¢c & Y me — AR ¥ (172)

Other posts Noel leaves

3 Uq

e Trent’ s rowth story

Tata Sons backdrop
TTeT I & gy

» Chairman of Voltas, Tata
Investment, Tata
International

& Ua

» Vice-chairman of Tata Steel
& Titan
SUTHE&

» Stays chairman of Tata
Trusts

eTeT gved

.

J

» Westside — the original
flagship chain

dwqEs

» Zudio — value fashion in
Tier I/l towns

SRR

» Fast store expansion

R fawr

.

» Debate on Tata Sons
listing

IR R

» SP Group seeks fair value
for its stake

SP dHg
» Political spat: FM vs Rahul

ISIfa® faare
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Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent — in depth (2/2)
¢c & Y He — AR ¥ (272)

G How the Tata Group is held | CTCT HHg IR<AAT P

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Trent was set up in 1952 as
Lakme Ltd; renamed after
Lakme was sold in 1998

Tata Trusts Tata Sons Llsted firms Shareholders aﬁﬁ
CIeT gy aTeT 99 TRYURP . , .
» Star is Trent’s grocery chain
. . !
~66% of Tata Holdin company  TCS, Tata Steel, Public, funds
sons .Trentw ol dl
66% Hul=Ar
\_ J _ J
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Class24

Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent — background (1/2)

de & AU srwme — ggYf (1/2)

Board roles (Companies Act 2013) E
CIRRTCEY

Role Meaning
YAt 3

Executive
director

Runs daily
business

Non-executive  Oversight, not

Governance rules *
4

» Listed firms: 1/3
Independent directors

us-faers
» At least one woman
director

Retalil sector

T &

» Big players: Reliance
Retail, DMart, Trent

ugtq'wﬁm

» 100% FDI in single-brand
retail (automatic)

daily work Hfgar ez 100% FDI

No material ti . . .
I;%C—ii;pendem (5062“2‘4‘3)'6‘ = » SEBI LODR: separate chair > Multi-brand retail FDI
Chairman & MD for top firms (advised) capped at 51%
emeritus Honorary title LODR 51%
H¢
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Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent — background (2/2)
¢T & 7T e — gYFI (2/2)

Value retail boom

@ Tata leadership timeline | @TeT Aqd Pr 7Y T e
» Rising incomes in small
towns
BI¢ WG
J.R.D. Tata Ratan Tata Noel Tata
Fast fashion at low prices
. 3R 3. ¥d- eTel Ch andrasekara Ied eTel ”
- BIE B
1938-1991 19912012  Tata Sons, 2017—  Tata Trusts, > Rivals: Reliance Yousta, V-
1938-91 1991-2012 2017 9 2024— Mart
2024 9 wfaegeff
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Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent — Static GK
¢ & AU e — WAfde a9+

.

Market regulator

CISIN

» SEBI set up 1988; statutory
In 1992
SEBI

» HQ Mumbal

» Regulates stock markets,
mutual funds

IBELD

J

\_

1875 — Asia’s
oldest

1992

30 stocks

50 stocks

» J.R.D. Tata — Bharat Ratna,
1992

HRd Id

» JRD — India’s first licensed
pilot (1929)

Ugd Urgdc

» Ratan Tata — Padma
Vibhushan, 2008

geT faywor
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Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent — Map & Diagram
¢c & AU e — T T 3R

( )

Read the viqual

o = gus

» Q2 net profit 377 cr —
3464 cr T464 cr
X377 cr |

I -

A B aleam D » Trent entered the Nifty
Q2 FY26 Q2 FY27

Changing of the guard at Trent
Trent net profit: +23.1%

Outgoing chairman Incoming chairman 50 in Sept 2024

%t 50

» Tata Sons is Trent’s
promoter

Uddd
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Bahram Vakil to replace Noel Tata at Trent — Map & Diagram
¢c & AU e — T T 3R

Daily Current Affairs

Tata Group landmarks on India’s map

Navsari - Jamsetji Tata
born 1839

Mumbai - Taj hotel (1903), ,
Bombay House ; '
¢

. |Bengaluru - 11Sc (1909)|

{ A\ O
3

Jamshedpur - TISCO :
(1907) i
s ’

( )

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Navsari (Gujarat) —
birthplace of Jamsetji Tata

Ta9Rt

» Jamshedpur — India’s first
big steel plant site

SHRIGYR

» 1ISc Bengaluru — Jamsetji’s
vision, set up 1909
lISc

» Bombay House, Mumbai —
Tata Sons HQ
qir g3y
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

RRB Group D 2025 (CBT) RRB Group D 2025 (CBT)

3 Aug 2026 (Shift 1, Q88) <« Topic: Digital arrest & cyber fraud 9 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) < Topic: Youth anxiety & protests

In 2026, the Central Bureau of Investigation According to the PLFS Annual Report 2025

busted a transnational network involved in (released in March 2026), what was the

trafficking Indian nationals into "Cyber Slavery" unemployment rate among youth aged 15-29

operations mainly based in which region? years in India under the usual status (ps+ss)
approach?

(a) West Asia (@) 12.4%

(b) Eastern Europe (b) 9.9%

(c) Southeast Asia (c) 14.8%

(d) Central Asia (d) 7.9%
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

CDS () 2026 — General Knowledge

CDS (Il) 2026 — General Knowledge

13 Sep 2026 (Q49) -+ Topic: Youth anxiety & protests

If Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) is
50% and Worker Population Ratio (WPR) is
45%, what is the Unemployment Rate?

(@) 5%

(b) 10%

(c) 15%

(d) Cannot be determined

.

13 Sep 2026 (Q25) -« Topic: Cow protection & livestock

Which of the following statements relating to
objectives of National Livestock Mission are correct?
1. Promoting risk management measures including
livestock insurance for farmers 2. Increase in
production of meat, egg, goat milk, wool and fodder
3. Employment generation through entrepreneurship
development in small ruminant, poultry and piggery
sector and fodder sector

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

CDS (1) 2026 — General Knowledge

12 Apr 2026 (Q92) <« Topic: Collegium & judges

Consider the following qualifications for appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court: 1. Has been
a Judge of a High Court (or of two or more such Courts in succession) for at least five years 2. Has
been an advocate of a High Court (or of two or more such Courts in succession) for at least ten years
3. Is, in the opinion of the Chief Justice of India, a distinguished jurist. Which of the above are
correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c)1,2and3
(d) 1 and 3 only

\ J
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

.

RRB Group D 2025 (CBT)

3 Aug 2026 (Shift 1, Q88) < Topic: Digital arrest & cyber fraud

In 2026, the Central Bureau of Investigation
busted a transnational network involved in
trafficking Indian nationals into "Cyber Slavery"
operations mainly based in which region?

(a) West Asia

(b) Eastern Europe
(c) Southeast Asia
(d) Central Asia

Answer: (c) — Scam compounds in Myanmar, Cambodia,
Laos.

aféror-gd eRmm

Class24

RRB Group D 2025 (CBT)
9 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) < Topic: Youth anxiety & protests

According to the PLFS Annual Report 2025
(released in March 2026), what was the
unemployment rate among youth aged 15-29
years in India under the usual status (ps+ss)
approach?

(@) 12.4%
(b) 9.9%
(c) 14.8%
(d) 7.9%

Answer: (b) — PLFS by NSO (MoSPI).
9.9% I
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PYQ ANSWERS | 3R

Class24

Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

CDS () 2026 — General Knowledge

13 Sep 2026 (Q49) -+ Topic: Youth anxiety & protests

If Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) is
50% and Worker Population Ratio (WPR) is
45%, what is the Unemployment Rate?

(@) 5%

(b) 10%

(c) 15%

(d) Cannot be determined

10% |

CDS () 2026 — General Knowledge
13 Sep 2026 (Q25) -« Topic: Cow protection & livestock

Which of the following statements relating to objectives of
National Livestock Mission are correct? 1. Promoting risk
management measures including livestock insurance for
farmers 2. Increase in production of meat, egg, goat milk,
wool and fodder 3. Employment generation through
entrepreneurship development in small ruminant, poultry and
piggery sector and fodder sector

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (b) — UR = (LFPR = WPR) = LFPR x 100 = 5/50 x 100.

.

Answer: (d) — All three are NLM objectives.
1,2 3R 31
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

.

CDS (l) 2026 — General Knowledge

12 Apr 2026 (Q92) <« Topic: Collegium & judges

Consider the following qualifications for appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court: 1. Has been
a Judge of a High Court (or of two or more such Courts in succession) for at least five years 2. Has
been an advocate of a High Court (or of two or more such Courts in succession) for at least ten years
3. Is, in the opinion of the Chief Justice of India, a distinguished jurist. Which of the above are
correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c)1,2and3
(d) 1 and 3 only

Answegﬁ(?a) — Art 124(3): “distinguished jurist” is in the opinion of the President, not the CJlI.
1 21
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Test Yourself — Q1-4 | TG4 &1 UG
s N\ N
@ The national helpline number to report cyber financial @ Which Article of the Constitution provides for the creation or
fraud is: abolition of Legislative Councils in States? .
AR fasity drerySt 3t AP seuers: faur uf¥ueg & Teq/3 @A &1 urau™ fFa srgwe #?
(a) 112 (b) 1930 (a) Article 168 (b) Article 169
(c) 1098 (d) 14567 (c) Article 171 (d) Article 172
N J Y,
e N N
@ Which Article of the Constitution directs the State to prohibit @ Kufri Jamunia, a nutrient-rich purple potato,
slaughter of cows and calves? _ was developed by:
T § IBS! & U W IS BT (e ey argede #2 g aire fre fawRrd fear?
(a) Article 47 (b) Article 48 (@) IARI, New Delhi (b) ICAR-CPRI, Shimla
(c) Article 48A (d) Article 51A (c) CSIR-IHBT, Palampur (d) NBPGR
\ J \ Y,
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | TG4 &1 W
e N\ N
. . o . . The collegium system of appointing judges
Breeq;_gg gqops to%se thelgr_g'mlcronutrlent content is called: originated from:
' # ' ' aﬁgﬁmnuvm-ﬁmwmﬁﬁwgé?
(a) Food fortification (b) Biofortification (a) First Judges case (1981) (b) Second Judges case (1993)
(c) Hydroponics (d) Bio-remediation (c) Kesavananda Bharati (1973)  (d) Minerva Mills (1980)

N J y,
e N N
e Erlneewjfnir\ll\tlgs ScEUEs oA lea) (el Chaflaizt @ Under NEP 2020, the “5+3+3+4” struct%ure replaces:

. NEP 2020 &T 5+3+3+4 &l fbd dgddl g2
NJAC fra TE=nem & s s
(a) 97th (b) 99th (a) 10+2 (b) 8+4
(c) 101st (d) 103rd (c) 6+6 (d) 11+1
\ J Y,
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q9-10 | ¥4 &I UG

Class24

-

N\ ™
@ Trent Ltd, which runs Westside and Zudio, belongs to @ Under the Companies Act 2013, listed companies must have
which group? at least what share of independent directors?
¢c (AxcHTgs, qfsan ford wag ot 82 # e (SR BT FAaH SuTa:
(a) Reliance (b) Aditya Birla (a) One-fourth (b) One-third
(c) Tata (d) Future (c) One-half (d) Two-thirds
\ J J
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

1930 — Run under 14C, MHA.
19301

169|

Artlcle 48 — A Directive Principle.
48I

ICAR-CPRI, Shimla — Central Potato Research Institute.
ICAR-CPRI AT

Blofortlflcatlon — E.g. zinc wheat, purple potato.
UIOI SERIERWL
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e Article 169 — Assembly special-majority resolution + Parliament law.

Class24
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d U

Second Judges case (1993) — Refined in Third Judges case (1998).
fgca =arameft=T aman|

99tQ — Struck down in 2015.
99dr TRNY |

10+2 — Foundational stage starts at age 3.
10+21

Tata — Noel Tata stepping down as chairman.
cIcl|

One-third — Section 149(4).
Up-faeTs |
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Myth Buster of the Day — Law | SIS »T YH-HH
4 ) 4 )
° MYTH | YH Q FACT | a4
Py . There is no such thing as a “digital arrest” in Indian law. An arrest needs physical custody, a
PO | ICe Or CB | can p ut reason, and the right to inform a family member and see a lawyer; the person must be
PPRTE produced before a magistrate within 24 hours (Article 22). Real agencies never demand
yO uun d er d ] g |ta| money on a call to “verify” your funds or keep you on camera for hours. If it happens: hang up,
arreSt 7] th rou h a Vi d eo don’t pay, call 1930 or report at cybercrime.gov.in.
’s 9 YR BT | fSfored s St #1s e 61 8| TRWRT & foe Hifdes fexmad, sRoT o,
call. GRAR P T 3R T Y [ T SRR TRl §; 24 1 P MR AOREE & F1o O e
o I B(ST0G 22) | 3rel! TIRYaT ol i IR "HIU" & 19 TR U1 781 AT, 7 el Y R
Hﬁ'\q T CBI ﬂ'%‘{ﬂ' G AN Rl 8| U1 Bk ie BIe, THI = A, 1930 TR il D3 Al cybercrime.gov.in TR R 1|
W %%%z?r IR B
Pl gl

Daily Current Affairs

¢ No real officer arrests you on a video call. | ﬁémmﬁ%ﬁﬁawﬁmwaﬁml
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