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SC: Can ECI punish lax voters?
ATURATE HAGTdT Bl T9IT?
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Can ECI punish voters for being lax, asks SC

ECIin ‘error’ to force pre-existing voters whose
names were deleted to apply as new electors: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Wednesday
questioned the

authority of Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to
deprive citizens forever of
their right to vote simply
because they were Jax in
returning  enumeration
forms during the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, which has
disenfranchised nearly 13
crore voters across the
country.

“Let us say a voter was
lax, inert, or did not res-
pond, will that be a ground
for vou, the Election Com-
mission of India, to forfeit
his or her right to vote for
ever? We will answer that,”
Justice Jovmalva Bagchi,
part of the Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su-
rva Kant, addressed the
poll body.

The court said the ECI
was in “error” to force pre-

existing voters, whose
names were deleted from
the electoral roll, to apply
as new voters under Form
6 of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960,

Senior advocate Dama
Seshadri Naidu, for the
ECI, said the court's Bihar
SIR judgment on May 27
had mentioned that the
poll body had “residuary
powers”.

Justice Bagchi clarified
that the Bihar judgment
was not a “binding prece-
dent” and asked why the
ECI had not then used
these residuary powers to
reach out to voters who
had not responded to en-
umeration forms.

“First and foremost, in
Bihar SIR, the ECI had not
undertaken ‘logical discre-
pancy’ as a category. We
had permitted you in West
Bengal as an interim arran-
gement... We have not fi-
nally adjudicated on the le-
gality of ‘Jogical
discrepancy’,” Justice Bag-

4

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
Supreme Court judge

chi spoke for the Bench,

Justice Bagchi asked
how voters, included in the
2003 electoral roll after an
intensive revision, could
be purged in the name of
‘logical  discrepancy’ in
2026.

‘Grave offence’

Petitioners, activists Anjali
Bhardwaj and Amrita Joh-
ri, represented by advo-
cates Prashant Bhushan
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Let us say a voter was lax or
did not respond: will that be
a ground for vou [ECI)... to forfeit his
or her right to vote for ever?

Of the 1.45,10,299
clectors in Delhi at the

start of the SIR, 47.56,722 were

marked as having not returned
their enumeration forms

PRASHANT BHUSHAN

Cosnsel for petitoooers

ad

and Neha Rathi, submitted
that the ECI was compell-
ing voters to misrepresent
themselves as new appli-
cants, an offence which at-
tracts imprisonment.

“You cannot touch
these Forms. Form 6, Form
7 [for objection to pro-
posed inclusion/deletion
of names in the existing
electoral roll], and Form 8
lapplication for shifting of
residence] are cast in

64.5 lakh electors
‘missing’ in final
Karnataka rolls

Around 4.5 lakh electors are
patentially missing from the
final electoral rolls of
Karnataka released after the
special intensive revision on
Tuesday, as per catculations
based on Elector-to-Population
ratio of 66.11, released by the
office of the Chief Electoral

Officer. » PAGE 8

stone... You cannot make
changes to them,” Justice
Bagchi said.

Mr. Bhushan said the
ECI's approach to voters in

the Delhi SIR was
short-sighted,
“It ran like ‘you were ab-

sent at your address when
we came with the enumer-
ation form, you are deleted
from the electoral roll’. Of
the 1,45,10,299 electors in
Delhi at the start of the SIR,

47,56,722 were marked as
having not returned their
enumeration forms on ac-
count of being absent,
shifted, dead or duplicate
entries,” he submitted.

The court asked the ECI
whether a person who had
temporarily moved out of
Delhi for a month-long as-
signment, and missed fill-
ing out his enumeration
form, would be considered
as "permanently shifted'.

“1f a voter has moved re-
sidence from Vasant Kunj
to Sarita Vihar, is it not
enough for him to simply
disclose his voter details to
continue in the electoral
roll,” Chief Justice Kant
asked the ECI.

‘Structural incongruity’
Justice Bagchi said the re-
quirement for voters to ap-
ply through Form 6 and
Form 7 would arise only af-
ter the final voter list was
published, and not during
the draft stage.

“Why don't you allow

How can voters, included in 2003 rolls be purged ECI was compelling the voters to misrepresent

over ‘logical discrepancy’ in 2026: Justice Bagchi themselves as new applicants, say petitioners

the deleted voters to conti-
nue to submit their enum-
eration forms? There is a
structural incongruity bet-
ween your manner of con-
duct of SIR and the Form 6
and 7 regime. Why should
voters be asked to apply
with Form 6, they can just
put in their enumeration
forms belatedly... Keep it
open-ended. Don't stick to
any timelines for voters,"
Justice Bagchi addressed
the ECIL

Chief Justice Kant asked
why the ECI had to rush
the SIR in Delhi, with no
elections around. The last
date for filing claims and
objections for inclusion/
deletions in the Delhi elec-
toral roll is October 30.

Mr. Naidu said voters
were never ‘deleted’ as
they could return to the
electoral roll at any time
before the filing of nomina-
tions for an election.

SIR: SERIOUS QUESTIONS
» PAGE 8
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SC: Can ECI punish lax voters?
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Can ECI Punish Voters
for Being Lax, Asks Supreme Court

g

Court’s key remarks

3[gTerd Bt

» ECI in “error” to make deleted
voters file Form 6

afe

» Forms 6, 7, 8 “cast in stone”
— can’t be altered

WIH ARTd-g
» Bihar SIR ruling is not a
binding precedent
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e Petitioners’ case

» Activists Anjali Bhardwaj,
Amrita Johri

AU

» ECI makes voters
misrepresent as new — an
offence
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» Counsel Prashant Bhushan
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~13 crore 64.5 lakh
Disenfranchised “Missing” in
nationally Karnataka roll
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SC: Can ECI punish lax voters? —in depth (1/2)
ATURATE HdgTdl &t Hor? — faar | (172)

.

“Structural incongruity”

SN

» Form 6/7 needed only after
final roll, not at draft stage

3ifaw It & 916
» Let deleted voters file
enumeration forms late

XA BH

» “Keep it open-ended” — no
rigid timelines
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e ECI’s defence O a The editorial view
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.

» Bihar ruling gave
“residuary powers”

iRy Wfeaar

» Voters not truly “deleted” —
can return before
nominations

ot HYq
» Counsel: Dama Seshadri
Naidu

CEI|
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» ECI’s role is ministerial,
not to probe citizenship

HATA YfHDT

» No single document
proves citizenship

D15 TP GXITAW el

» Remove a voter only after a
pre-decisional hearing
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SC: Can ECI punish lax voters? —in depth (2/2)
ATURATE HdgTdl &t "oz — faar | (272)

Did you know?

G How an SIR deletion happens | I $Y Hedl Pr 7Y

T 3T T 82
» Obiter dicta = passing
remarks of a judge, not binding
law
Enumeration Not returned Off draft roll Form 6 3Mifaex fEaeT
form UET A 918 Wi 6 . . .
O Bid » Ratio decidendi = the
binding reason behind a
Given to voter Absent/shifted/de Name dropped Re-apply as new verdict
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SC: Can ECI punish lax voters? — background (1/2)
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» Arts 5-11 (Part Il) of the
Constitution
HIT I

» Citizenship Act, 1955 —
birth, descent, registration,
naturalisation
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» Deciding doubts is the job
of competent authority, not
ECI
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AUl

» Art 141 —its law binds all
courts

3. 141

» Art 142 — “complete justice”
orders

3. 142

» Art 144 — all authorities
must aid the Court

3. 144
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SC: Can ECI punish lax voters? — background (2/2)

ATRATE HagTal &1 Jel? — YSYF (2/2)
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» Upheld EClI's 24 June 2025
SIR order

TSR TP

» Allowed a “limited”
citizenship inquiry
olld

» Said ration card is not
conclusive proof

R PTS ol
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SC: Can ECI punish lax voters? — Map & Diagram

ATURATE HASTdT B TS? — AT 9 3G

Questions the Bench put to the ECI

Delhi SIR: one in three flagged

Lax = lose vote forever?
1.45 crore

47.6 lakh (33%) “Logical discrepancy”
Delhi electors Marked "not
at start of SIR retumed” forms
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Can non-response forfeit
the right to vote?

Old voters forced to
apply as "new"” electors

Legality still undecided

No Delhi election due;
claims close 30 Oct

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Delhi: 1.45 crore electors,
47.6 lakh flagged

» About one in three marked
absent/shifted/dead

up-fags
» Bench’s four sharp
guestions to ECI

dR YUY

» Delhi claims deadline: 30
Oct

30 AR
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Cyclone Arnab lands, 5 dead in A.P.

ThdTd 3(UId BT ASpId
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Heavy rain claims five
lives as Cyclone Arnab
makes landfall in A.P.
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am.. aftey which the syy-
hen weakined 1o 4 Sy
e cychimic o’

‘Oulisha

Neighhooring Odlsta,
where the cypclonc sysem
b expectad 10 bring heavy
rambadl  untll Tharsday

morning, sed 11 i pee

pared o Seal with s
eventuality. Chief Mintser
Modan Charan Sajhi sod
17 dstricts of Ocleba tnd
been aflectad by Beavy
rambll triggeved by Oy
<hone amah

Iy s el b Becan bs
ased 22830 pome, the Inda
Metooecdoggical Dt
ment Sehd the severe oy
conic stonn fad  wea
bened oto 3 eycdonic
dorse It & Bk W be
come a deep depeesdion by
wddoght anul miorve soeth
noritwesteands B the
metd 24 hours bebore gra
aally weskening. £ s,

Asdlrs Pradesh Cldsf
Minster K. Chandrababu
Naidhu, wha bebefind Lvsion
Home Minkter Amit Shak
ot the Qussigyes cused by
the cyclone, sald crops,
ssgnily padddy, acnss sy
than 70,000 hecrares kave
bown brindoed, and hooti
cuftural crogs speead over
LSOO hecsares o slao
boen atfecied.

He  armoisond  nvlnd
measres Jor thase affect
wl, includiog Sshersos,
Grmiers, bandioom house-
holds,  peuple i nlled
cangs,

ToTTRIAL

CRAGEE

SENTRAL A SOunHT
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Proactive pacrnance kept the
castalties bow atter Cychone Arab

yokae Amab, the it samed sjoem of
C the Noeth Indlan Ooean cyckse seasin

thiz year, inoemifed npicly before mak
Ing landiaf as 3 “very severe cychoaks s’ o
Ounotar 23, This porticsdar ragidity is » Chulkogy
fow Forecasters andd sorme mockds o] fadl o astich
pate dow stoog Armob would become. it also
el faster hees expoctad sowands the comt,
bbore staling foe a thoe and begpnntny the e
fall process severad houss befopr O India Nene
oruboghcal Departsent (INEN) Bad prodicted i
wonld, t the middle of the sigh, kereng rmany
disrict authoriies with a potentdly sacrower
e lndorw 0 ovacasste Bigh bk settletnermae Wi
core wind spewrds of (25055 kilormsres per hour,
1t delvered moce than 1M o of salo over pare
of Anabapall, Visakhapamam, Kalngapatmam,
Kaddnadds and Mackilipastarn, s Audles Pra
desh. Tt even though It ks completed landfll
souttesn Odisha Hkely faces & gresner chrean only
hence, Early reports chianed no bos of He in
Andhira Pradess or Odidu, which has been antri-
Duted 30 the disaaer MANIZement operanons in
Doth States; @ Andles Pradeds Clicf Ninbor,
N Cramidrababm Nalde, sotd there wore e
deaths (n Andhira Pradesh. Regrenabily, the sus
persdien of trampeet servioea, inchalisg ad
comnectinity sl Sights, chosine of schools and
ofices, and poser Cuts to mislimise risks posed
Try b wires settuains a1t ewantial puart of arvisg
Iives, entadbng other social and economic darup
toas that the Stares must accomnt fur, and ad
ilresen, Be diads post sicetn daesetnents.

Ochshay mery hane 10 brace for ratnddl and wa
ters dun 10 inoksture bn the stom's outer drouks
thon, which will aremve over lanad thee bu reco
veredd m paches from the foursh wettest
oo s the State’s history, Extreme rafnfad
alter repoaend Bocditg may G soll (hat luas oo
dratned fudly, ciwing the ridk of moee flooding 0ol
lowing even bower kevels of rénlul, sad shope i
Loy i Sily servai. Py o Gangeen and un
e al ressdy wakond woeries about the risk of pry
fonged Inundadon destroying paddy crops, oo
pounding the already combderabie fnancid oon
secpences of the southmnt smescon; Ganjus
ahome had lost 3% of crops by Ocwober, be Sunr
Wargarh, howeves, Do hope tut Amab wib
rvhinw muostier goss m damling coops aler »
dry monoth. The INT) has already (soed alerss in
the Gusjam, Gajapasi, Saanada, Kotapa, Mal
bomgird, Nabsararggpurr, snd Sabdaandi dadrices,
bedore the ranbedt estends further nonh, The re
Lativedy Jow fgure of deathis willl be & ostanens »
prrosctive prverssson, Howewr, it is jued tae
that States adopesd 2 2ero~dsnupeion approach
espocally Snce propecty sl infrasriceere wese
sharrogoed, anned fhw riek of poople Detrg puded in
10 porverty over loa possesshons and Sveblboods
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ARTICLE 2 + GEOGRAPHY — DISASTERS | YiTd - 3(TU&l

Heavy Rain Claims Five Lives as
Cyclone Arnab Makes Landfall in A.P.

“3ife TR Tsparel qwT~ 3fvid A 150 fodi/ger a@ a1

$1 HId, 80,500 3F¢UR B UHTA; NfE=m & 17 fore & yrdt quf

© it | Fswia o

» Gusts up to 150 km/h on
Wednesday morning

150 fopHi/ger

» Landfall process ran till 8
a.m.

g 8 I9 dP

» Then weakened: severe —
cyclonic storm

DR g

J

e Rain record | auf & e Relief | @ -

» 42 stations > 200 mm in 24

hrs
42 PG

» 271 stations > 100 mm

271 Pg

» Worst: Visakhapatnam,
Vizianagaram, Anakapalli

foret

.

3 & 1Y I 3y A &P &Y - U

Class24

La}ndfgll
dswicT

» CM Naidu briefed Amit
Shah: seeks Central aid

oI GEradT

» Aid for fishermen, farmers,
handloom families

g3, feam

» 70,000+ ha paddy
inundated

U el

\_
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Cyclone Arnab lands, 5dead in A.P. — in depth (1/2)

TpaTd 3MUid BT dsbhiad — R | (1/2)

Why Arnab surprised

S P

» Rapid intensification —
some models missed it

CEGIEG]

» Moved faster, then stalled

CERIIT

» Landfall began hours
before IMD forecast

afga = | tga

.

J

.

» Soil still wet after 4th-
wettest monsoon

et et

» Risk of floods & slope
failures

qTg, YFEe

» But Sundargarh farmers
welcome rain after dry month

daX'le

Class24

P

a Editorial’s lesson
TSy dg

» Low toll = proactive
governance

afepa 2

» Shutdowns (roads, flights,
schools) have hidden costs

fodt arma

> Aim for “zero-disruption”
recovery
[ AqYUTH
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Cyclone Arnab lands, 5dead in A.P. — in depth (2/2)
TehaTd 30fg HT dsWiad — AR J (2/2)

c V) P
G What happens at landfall | dSWBId U Pr ° Did you know ¥
» Arnab was the season’s
first named storm: the name
was given by Bangladesh
Eye reaches Storm surge Torrent|al rain Weakens AT
coast Elg?

AT TR ’ PHAR » Cyclones weaken over land
because they lose warm, moist

Peaal\:rwinds Sea floods land Rive(ys swell No Wgrm-sea fuel sea air

of gdl Hﬂéléﬂg qfear IBE Yq dH
| W IR $HUR
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ARTICLE 2 » GEOGRAPHY — DISASTERS | 3Tl - 3{TUgT

Cyclone Arnab lands, 5dead in A.P. — background (1/2)
aehard 3fofg BT dswia — YEYFH (1/2)

9 uTpla®
Shield How it helps
G| |

.

Nature’s shields
eld

Mangroves

Salt marshes

Aquig gdcd

Sand dunes

da

Coral reefs
Udrd

Cut wave
energy & surge

Slow water, trap
sediment

Block sea
inflow

Break waves
offshore

J

‘ @ East coast vulnerability

\_

» Shallow, funnel-shaped Bay
of Bengal

SYdl @rat

» Warm waters — frequent
storms

TH oTe

» Flat deltas (Godavari,
Krishna, Mahanadi) flood
easily

Sl

Class24

» NCRMP — National Cyclone
Risk Mitigation Project (World
Bank)

NCRMP

» MISHTI — mangrove
planting scheme (2023)

» Coastal Regulation Zone
rules

CRZ

@ Cyclone programmes
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ARTICLE 2 « GEOGRAPHY — DISASTERS | 4d - 3TUgT Class?24

Cyclone Arnab lands, 5 dead in A.P. — background (2/2)
aehard 3ffg BT dswia — JEYFH (2/2)

@ Rapid intensification | g Te-Tdl &

El Nifio_link

3 A Y

» In El Nifio years, storms
often form lower (south)
aféror 4

Very warm sea Low wind shear Winds jump Less warning » S -
T T T AT o they hit A.P. & T.N. more
gl PH than Odisha—Bengal

3y, affre g

Extra heat Storm stays +55 km/h in 24 h ~ Harder to forecast -
3ifafed S upright 24 4¢ H- gaigqH » 2026-27 El Nifio is
R unusually strong
T 3 A
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Cyclone Arnab lands, 5dead in A.P. — Map & Diagram
ThaTd 30TT BT AsWid — AT 9 ARG

( )

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Heaviest rain: Garividi
260 mm

mikfast

» Landfall near

Visakhapatnam-Kakinada
Sb,SOb ha crops affected in A.P. belt

Where Cyclone Arnab hit Toll of the storm

deaths in Andhra Pradesh

trees uprooted

¥ Garividi - 260 mm
(highest rain)

dc
- SERHONSOE I i+ ol » 80,500 ha crops hit in A.P.
Qdisha districts hit by rain > Odlsha’s Gan]am fears
paddy loss
TSITH
\_ J
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India—NZ FTA: trade to scale new heights
HRA-gollels FTA

India-New Zealand trade ties set to scale new heights

n 1953, Sir Edmund Hillary of New Zealand

and Tenzing Norgay, the Nepalese-Indian

Sherpa mountaineer made history by
becoming the first ever to climb Mount Everest.
This extraordinary partnership showed what
co-operation, trust and determination could

agreements, thus placing Indian exporters at a
competitive disadvantage.

With the India-New Zealand FTA now in force,
Indian exporters will also get a level playing field
In this market across all tariff lines that have been
now offered duty free access.

3%. The FTA has provided commitments across
118 services sectors, including IT, professional
services, healthcare, education and financial
services.

The agreement also creates dedlcared
pathways for skilled professionals, providing a

achieve, and we are once again set to see the Anant Goenka The immediate gains for India could be quota of 5,000 visas at any given time and stay
India-New Zealand partnership scale to new President, The significant in the labour-intensive sectors. New for up to three years.
hefghts with the entry into force of the India-New Foderation of indian Zealand imported nearty $1.2 billion worth of Additionally, the agreement ensures enhanced
Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA). Chambers of apparel in 2025, but India’s share was only student mobility and post-study work

The India-New Zealand relationship has always Commwece and around 4%. The elimination of average tariffs of opportunities, These will strengthen educational
been cordial and extends beyond diplomatic tes. Indlustry {FICCH nearly 10% on appared offers Indian apparel and professional linkages that exist between the

Their people share the same passion for cricket,
place a high value on domestic traditions and
share strong people-to-people tles. In fact, New
Zealand is also home to a large Indian diaspora,
serengthening relations between the two
countries, be it in business, education or cultural
exchange. The implementation of the FTA
provides another opportunity to leverage these
ties for a stronger economic partmership.

Mareover, this FTA is among the recently
sgned modern FTAs of India which will
strengthen its foothold and economic
engagement in the Indo-Pacific. The
complementary niature of the two economies will
help in creating greater opportunities for both
countries, not just in trade but also In
investments and other areas of economic
co-operation,

High potential for trade expansion
India-New Zealand bilaeral merchandise trade,
which is at $1.2 billion, is way below potential,
India caters to just 1.9% of New Zealand’s
merchandise imports worth $47.5 billion, while
China accounts for an over 22% shire and
Australia, the United States, South Korea and
Japan together account for another 33% share.
Most of these major suppliers (exchuding the

The India-New
Zealand FTA
will strengthen
trade,
Investment and

manufacturess and exporters an opportunity to
expand their presence in New Zealand. Similar
potential exists In sectoes such as leather,
footwear, home textiles and carpets,

The opportunity is equally important in
higher-value manufacturing. New Zealand
imports nearly $7 billion worth of machinery and
$5.2 billion worth of vehicles and automotive
components annually. Yet, India’s market share in
these categorbes remains around 1% or Jower. The
FTA provides an opportunity for Indian
engineering and automotive manufacturers to
deepen thelr presence In New Zealand for these
products.

Greater market access

The agreement also addresses regulatory
barriers, which will create an opportunity for
sectors such as pharmaceuticals. India already
enjoyed zero-duty access for pharmaceuticals in
New Zealand and has held a share of around 5.5%
in New Zealand’s imports. The FTA includes
provisions that facilitate the use of regulatory
evaluation and Inspection reports from
recognised regutators, This can reduce
duplicative compliance requiremnents and further
Improve market access for Indian pharmaceuthcal
companies,

WO Contries,

As part of the agreement, New Zealand will
{acilitate $20 billlon worth of foreign direct
investment into India over a [5-year period. This
should not be diffcult, given India's attractiveness
to global investors and New Zealand's capital and
technological expertise. India offers significant
investment opportunities across sectors, be it
high-value manufacturing, renewable energy,
agritech, food processing, dighal technologies or
infrastructure,

Effective utilisation is the key

The outcomes from the FTA will flow only if they
are effectively utilised. Indian businesses need
targeted market Intelligence, stronger
distribution networks, regulatory preparedness
and commercial partnerships, What is equally
Important is sustalned engagement with New
Zealand's investors to develop a pipeline of
commercially viable projects.

Through the combined efforts of all
stakeholders - the government, the asscciations
as well as the Industry on both sides - It should
not be difficult to double India-New Zealand
bilateral trade by 2030, The agreement has
created an enabling framework and success will
depend on how these opportunities are

LLS) already enjoy preferential access to the New professional New Zealand's services imports stood at $24.2 converted into exports, investments, jobs and
Zealand market through respective rade maobility billkon in 2024, and India's share was less than meaningful partmerships.
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India—New Zealand Trade Ties

Set to Scale New Heights

HRA-GolTdS Jod ATIR FHFAT a1 - Y[eP-Jad Ugd, 5,000 I URaR dier 3R 15 quf 7 20
%aﬂﬁma&q

°Who gains | fPR @Y ¢ e;ﬁ%e& M >

3RY ETeR FIA% &1 aTeT: 2030 TF ATUR

Trade today li'l

SISl DT IR

$1.2 bn i $47.5 bn |

Bilateral goods NZ’s total
trade goods imports
X AR AT

<3% 2030

India’s share of | | Target to double

» Apparel — ~10% tariff
removed; India’s share only ~4%

q¥d

» Leather, footwear, home
textiles, carpets
qJHSI

» Machinery & auto parts —
share ~1% now

AR

Class24

FTA in force
FTA @]

O

» 5,000 skilled-worker visas,
stay up to 3 years
5,000 dISIT

» Better student mobility &
post-study work
BIF|

» NZ to facilitate $20 bn FDI
over 15 years

NZ services trade
Harg
N ~ ) U
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India—NZ FTA: trade to scale new heights — in depth (1/2)

HRd-y

Pharma &wservices

G419 "a1g

» Use of trusted regulators’
reports — less duplication

e fad

» Commitments in 118
services sectors

118 a1 &

» |T, health, education,
finance

IT, IR

.

J

S FTA — fawarR A (1/72)

.

Level playing field
HHT dAR

» Rivals (China, Australia,
Korea, Japan) already had
FTAs

ufaegelf

» Now India also gets duty-
free access

op-Hod
» Strengthens India’s Indo-
Pacific footprint

feg-w=rid

I [
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Making it work

AEerdl Bt Poil

» Market intelligence for
exporters

TNIR BRI

» Stronger distribution
networks

faa=on

» Pipeline of viable projects
for NZ investors

URIISHg

p
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India—NZ FTA: trade to scale new heights — in depth (2/2)
YRA-Gollds FTA — faaR & (2/2)

G How an FTA turns into gains | ATH DY T8

0-0-0

Tariffs cut Exports rise Factories
Wﬂ% frafa qer expand
Jdrqd

Cheaper goods New buyers More jobs
T AT U WRIeR RISAIR

.

- O

FDI flows

BERY

Long-term ties

Did you know’>
5 QO e
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» Edmund Hillary (NZ) and
Tenzing Norgay first climbed
Everest in 1953

T 1953

» NZ was the first country to
give women the vote (1893)

Afgdr AP R

25
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India—NZ FTA: trade to scale new heights — background (1/2)

YRA-_Joltds FTA — JEYFH (1/2)

India’s recent FTAs E @ Trade deal types

YRd P FTA Ul & UPR
AR a4 goods
UAE (CEPA) 455 PTA
UAE .

_ » FTA — most tariffs removed
Australia ETA
(ECTA) 2022
» CEPA/CECA - goods +
EFTA (TEPA) services + investment
024

EFTA CEPA
UK (CETA) S

.

J

\_

@ New Zealand basics

» Capital Wellington;
parliamentary democracy

afeireq

> Indigenous people: Maori
AT

> Big exports: dairy, meat,
wood, kiwifruit

ST

o
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India—NZ FTA: trade to scale new heights — background (2/2)

HRd-y

1952
1952

Ties fo.rr.nalised
Y

S FTA — USYIH (2/2)

@ India—=NZ milestones | UHd USId ina @ \\/%)V.,;%%alég__vaas the hurdie M

2010
2010

FTA talks begin
ard

2015
2015

Talks stall (dairy)

2026
2026

FTA in force
SIDS

» NZ is a top dairy exporter

Uit fFafas

» India protects ~8 crore
small dairy farmers

Bic UUTaDH
» Same reason India left

RCEP (2019)
RCEP

.
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India—NZ FTA: trade to scale new heights — Map & Diagram

HRd-y

New Zealand

[A-uckllnd - largest city|

{Wellington (capital)|

Tasman
Sea
R
North
Island
Australia + US +
S Kord

S FTA — HFRE 9 39

China

ba + Japan

India

Share in New Zealand’'s $47.5 bn goods imports

- -
_ o
I 1.9%
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» Capital Wellington;
biggest city Auckland
TSI

» Two main islands: North
& South

ar g

» India’s share in NZ
imports just 1.9%
1.9%

» China alone 22%

9 22%
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Israel election: Can Arab parties’ record seat tally translate into power?
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Jio listing puts Reliance group on top
foray farf
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How Jio llstmg helped Reliance group edge past Tatas, Adanis

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 28

JIO PLATFORMS has emerged as India’s
second-most valuable company, with a
market capitalisation of Rs 13.05 lakh crore,
afterits shares closed the first day of trading
at Rs 1,417.35, gaining 26.6% on the stock ex-
changes on Wednesday.

Reliance Industries (RIL} has retained
the top position with a market capitalisa-
tion of Rs 15.17 lakh crore, according to the
rankings as of October 28,

With the listing of Jio, Reliance group
companies — Including RIL, Jio Platforms
and Jio Financial Services — now have a
combined market capitalisation of Rs 29.57
lakh crore, making it India’s biggest busi-
ness group by market value and putting it
ahead of the Tatas and the Adanis. Jio Fi-
nancial Services has a market capitalisa-
tion of Rs 1.35 lakh crore,

The total market capitalisation of Tata
group companies as of Thursday was Rs
25.1 lakh crore and Adani group firms Rs
16,5 lakh crore

New pecking order

Bharti Airtel, which occupied the sec-
ond position until Tuesday, now ranks
third with a market capitalisation of Rs
12.16 lakh crore, HDFC Bank ranks fourth
at Rs 10,58 lakh crore, followed by ICICI

* TOP INDIAN COMPANIES
BY MARKET CAPITALISATION

1 ‘Rehancelnduslnes Rs1517 lakhcrore |

2 |JioPlatforms | Rs13.05 lakh crore |
3 | Bharti Airtel 'RSIZJGIakhcrore
4 | HDFCBank ' Rs 1058 lakh crore |
5 | ICICI Bank ' Rs 9.86 lakh crore
6 |TCS ' Rs 8.89 lakh crore
7 §State Bankofindia | Rs8.83 lakh crore

' Rs5.71takh crore
9 Larsen&Toubro | Rs5.23 lakh crore
10]Lc 'Rs 4.94 lakh crore

'8 Bajaj Finance

Bank in fifth place at Rs 9.86 lakh crore.

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) ranks
sixth, with a market capitalisation of Rs
8.89 lakh crore, followed by State Bank of
India (SBI) at Rs 8.83 lakh crore. Bajaj Fi-
nance occupies the eighth position at Rs
5711akhcrore, while Larsen & Toubro ranks
ninth at Rs 5.23 lakh crore. Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) is in tenth place
withamarket capitalisation of Rs 4.94 lakh
crore. Infosys, with a market capitalisation
of Rs 4.55 lakh crore, follows LIC.

The listing provides investors with a

(From left) Akash
Ambani, chairman
of Reliance Jio
Infocomm Ltd;
Isha Ambani, non-
executive director

of Jio Platforms Ltd;

and Anant Ambani,
non-executive
director of Jio
Platforms Ltd, on
Wednesday. w»

epaperindianexpress.com pums Bl
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separate market valuation for Jio Plat-
forms, adigital services and telecommuni-
cations business that was previously
housed within RIL. Its standalone valu-
ation could influence how investors assess
thevalue of RIL and its various businesses,

RIL stock priceimplications

However, Jio Platforms’ market capital-
isationshould not be interpreted as an equiv-
alent increase in wealth for RIL or its pro-
moter, the Ambani family, RIL already held
asubstantial stake in Jio Platformsbeforethe
listing, and the value of the business was at
least partly reflected in RIL's share price.

Following the initial public offering
(IPO), RIL’s stake in Jio Platforms is ex-
pected to decline from 66.35 per cent to
64.41 per cent. At Jio Platforms’ market

New Delhi

capitalisation of Rs 13.05 lakh crore, RIL's
6441 per cent holding would be worth ap-
proximately Rs 841 lakh crore, assuming
thestated ownership and valuation figures
are applicable after listing.

The market's response to the listing will
therefore be crucial. IFRIL's share price rises
asinvestors reassess the value of its Jio hold-
ing, the promoter group’s notional wealth
could increase. For instance, a sustained 5-
8 percent rise in RIL's market capitalisation
from Rs 15.17 lakh crore would increase its
market value by approximately Rs 75,850
croreto Rs 1.21 lakh crore, Applying the pro-
moter group’sreported 50.44 per cent hold-
ing, thiswould translate intoan increase of
approximately Rs 38,258 crore to Rs 61,213
crore in the value of its stake, assuming
ownership remains unchanged. These are
illustrative scenarios, not forecasts. The ac-
tual impact will depend on Jio Platforms'
trading performance, investor expecta-
tions and movements in RIL's share price.

Jio Platforms’ entry into the market-
capitalisation league has reshaped the
rankings of India’s most valuable com-
panies, placing it second behind RIL. While
the listing offers a clearer picture of Jio's
standalone value, the meaningful measure
of wealth creation for the Ambani family
will be the change in the value of its existing
holdings rather than Jio Platforms’ entire
market capitalisation.
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How Jio Listing Helped Reliance

Group Edge Past Tatas, Adanis
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Reli ’s stak - Don’t misread it
G Debut day | ugdr fied ; e eliance’s stake A _\q_(l)an%":nﬁlsrea | A
( ¥1,417.35 | +266% | > RIL stake falls 66.35% — » Jio’s value was already in
Closing price Gain on day 64.41% after IPO RIL’s price
T one fTer udt Ugd § Wfia
ded
» Worth ~¥8.41 lakh cr at > Not a direct gain in Ambani
listing value wealth
, Y ( 38.41 ARG PRIS Tuf< 8l
¥13.05 lakh cr #2
Market cap Rank in India » Promoter group holds » Real test: how RIL shares
CISIRE] Rf 50.44% of RIL move now
yad® RIL R
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Jio listing puts Reliance group on top — in depth (1/2)

e lllustration | 3QIeXUl E

fora fafeT — AR A (1/2)

° ;I%w ecking order s

What “discovery” means
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» 1 RILZ15.17 - 2 Jio %13.05
- 3 Airtel 212.16 lakh cr

M 3

» 4 HDFC Bank - 5 ICICI
Bank - 6 TCS
4-6

» Infosys slips to 11th

SPIT

.

» Jio now has a separate
market value

SICTT U
» |[nvestors can value RIL's
other arms better

3 BRITAR

» Classic “holding company
discount” debate

T g

J

.

» |If RIL rises 5-8% —
+¥75,850 cr to ¥1.21 lakh cr

5-8% ded

» Promoters’ share gain
~%38,258-61,213 cr

Uddd ATy

» “lllustrative, not
forecasts”

3T el
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Jio listing puts Reliance group on top — in depth (2/2)
ot fafdn — fawar 9 (2/2)

a How market cap is computed | STSR USitR0l

.

Shares issued
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Tota.l count
T
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Share price = Market cap
‘I"" R g4 = qU
Multiply On exchange Company value
x TSRS DU el

Did you know’>
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» Alisting premium/gain =
first-day price above IPO price
[SIK|

» Jio’s IPO price was ¥1,119 a
share
1,119
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Jio listing puts Reliance group on top — background (1/2)

Company size labels P Business groups in India
© i

forat fafed — ggyfir (172)

Stock exchange basics
R NN ==

TRIdol b CEdEd

BSE (1875) Sensex — 30

BSE stocks

NSE (1992) Nifty 50 — 50
NSE stocks
Regulator SEBI

. J

\_

» Large cap — top 100 by
market cap

TSl $Y

» Mid cap — 101-250
frs &g

» Small cap — 251 onwards
(SEBI/AMFI)

Wid

(

» Tata — founded 1868,
holding co. Tata Sons

cIcl

» Reliance — founded 1966
by Dhirubhai Ambani

IEGIEE]

» Adani — ports, power,
airports

3feroft
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Jio listing puts Reliance group on top — background (2/2)
fora farfeeT — quYfr (2/2)

@ Jio’s telecom revolution | foral wifa Pz 7Y

.

2016
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Free calls, cheap
data

&l Sel

Mass adoption
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Rivals
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5G (2022)
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Fastest rollout
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2026 IPO
IPO
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Telecom market today
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Airtel, Vi .
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4G
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» Regulator TRAI; licensing by
DoT
TRAI
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Jio listing puts Reliance group on top — Map & Diagram

fora feafeé — wrafia 9 e

Top 10 by market cap (T lakh crore)
Biggest business groups now

Reliance lnd 15 17
¥29.57 lakh cr
Bharti Airtel _ 12.16 %25.1 lakh cr
¥16.5 lakh cr
| Reliance Tata Adani
group group group
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ISRO to launch NVS-03 on Friday

SR NVS-03

ISRO to launch navigation
satellite NVS-03 on Friday

Express News Service
Bengaluru, October 28

The ISRO Wednesday an-
nounced its next launch — the
navigation satellite NVS-03 -
on October 30 from Srihari-
kota. The NVS-03 is the third
satellite in the next-generation
navigation satellite system
aimed at providing continuity
of navigation services for the
Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS) series.

The NVS-03 will carry on-
board an indigenous atomic
clock along with other atomic
clocks and satellite navigation
signals that offer a wide cover-
age of the entire Indian land-
mass extending up to 1500 km.

The NVS-03 weighs

Daily Current Affairs « 29 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

around 2,250 kg. It will be
launched onboard the GSLV-
F18 vehicle into the Geosyn-
chronous Transfer Orbit. The
vehicle has been mounted and
readied for the lift-off from the
second launchpad at Srihari-
kota. This will be the 20th
flight of the GSLV-F18.

In January 2025, ISRO's at-
tempt at launching the NVS-02
onboard the GSLV-F15 failed at
the orbit raising operations
stage. Analysis of the failed
mission had concluded that the
drivesignal failed to bedelivered
to the pyro valve of the oxidiser
line of the engine which was
meant toraise fromtheelliptical
tothe circular orbit. The launch
is planned after corrective steps
suggested by Apex Committee.
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ISRO to Launch Navigation
Satellite NVS-03 on Friday
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NavIC
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ISRO to launch NVS-03 on Friday — in depth (1/2)

SORI NVS-03 — faaR 4 (1/2)

° Why NavIC matters | Hgd O

» No dependence on US
GPS in wartime

ddAdT

» Kargil (1999): India was
denied GPS data
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» Used in fishing alerts,
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.

Why new satellites
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o
R/

» Old IRNSS atomic clocks
failed

> Need 7 working satellites
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common in phones
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Launch site
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» Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota (A.P.)

SDSC

» From the second launch
pad

TR U
» Near equator, sea to the
east — safe & efficient
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ISRO to launch NVS-03 on Friday — in depth (2/2)
SO’ NVS-03 — faaR 9 (2/2)

Did you know?
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ISRO to launch NVS-03 on Friday — background (1/2)
U NVS-03 — JEYfH (1/2)
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o PUEEEL ::

System Country
WOt o
GPS
GPS USA (global)
GLONASS :
== Russia (global)
Galileo EU (global)
BeiDou :

China (global
EEA (global)
NaviC / QZSS India/Japan
Tifa® (regional)

.

J

@ Orbits used | &Y , @ 'SRO %rockets

» GEO - fixed over a point,
36,000 km

YRR

» GSO (inclined) — figure-8
over India

Y-geadTol
» GTO — transfer orbit before
GEO

SYTATARUT h &l

\_

Class24
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ISRO to launch NVS-03 on Friday — background (2/2)
U NVS-03 — GEYfH (2/2)
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ISRO to launch NVS-03 on Friday — Map & Diagram
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Second-generation NVS series

May 2023 - success;
first indigenous atomic clock

Jan 2025 - stuck in wrong
orbit (pyro valve falled)

30 Oct 2026 - GSLV-F18,
~2,250 kg, to GTO
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No night charging in trains
Td | e 1ol dg

Railways to turn off
charging points in
trains during night

V. Geetanath
HYDERABAD

Train passengers will no
longer be allowed to keep
their mobile phones charg-
ing overnight, with the
Railway Board issuing
strict instructions to all zo-
nal railways to switch off
charging points between 11
p.m.and 5a.m.

In an official communi-
cation, the Board has di-
rected railway authorities
to conduct surprise inspec-
tions in coaches during
overnight journeys. Both
officers and supervisory
staff have been asked to en-
sure strict compliance with
the directive, with no ex-
ceptions permitted under
any circumstances.

Senior railway officials
said a circular mandating
the shutdown of mobile
charging circuits during
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night travel had been is-
sued more than a decade
ago. However, the rule was
apparently not being en-
forced consistently on
some trains.

The Railway Board's re-
newed insistence on imple-
menting the measure fol-
lows a recent incident in
the South Eastern Railway
zone. Railway staff report-
edly failed to switch off
charging points during the
prescribed hours, leading
to a power bank explosion
while being charged.

However, some officials
believe the focus should be
on preventing the charging
of power banks during the
six-hour overnight period
rather than restricting
charging altogether.

They also argued that
the number of charging
points should not be in-
creased indiscriminately.
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Railways to Turn Off Charging Points

In Trains during Night
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No night charging in trains — in depth (1/2)
Id § ¢ T1folT 9¢ — fawr 9 (1/2)
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No night charging in trains — in depth (2/2)
Id H ¢ T1folT 9¢ — fIwR 9 (2/2)
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No night charging in trains — background (1/2)

I H ¢ FifoiT d¢ — gEYA (1/2)
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No night charging in trains — background (2/2)
T § e 1ol a6 — g8y (2/2)
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@ Rules for batteries E
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No night charging in trains — Map & Diagram
Td H e I1foiT 96 — AT 9 3RE

Why charging points go off at night
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Overnight Thermal
charging Overheating ranaway Fire in coach

Unattended power | |  Faultyorcheap Tl oo 7| Smoke, blast risk

bank / phone lithium-ion cell Shaln Feacdon while people sleep

New rule: surprise checks by officers; “no exceptions”

Charging ON OFF 11 p.m.-5a.m.
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ARTICLE 7 « GOVERNANCE - PANCHAYATI RAJ | AT - TR TS

¥7,396-cr Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana

e U =TS e

Viksit Gram Swaraj
Yojana with outlay
of 27,395 cr cleared

THE UNION CABINET on Wednesdayapproved
an allocation of ¥7,395 crore for the Pradhan
Mantri Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana, with Union
Minister AshwiniVaishnaw calling it a paradigm
shift from prescription-based schemes to a
model focused on local-level capacity building
and planning.

Vaishnaw said the scheme would enable pan-
chayats to identify their local resources and con-
straints,and prepare development plansbased on
their specific needs.

“Thisis a paradigm change,” the minister said,
explaining that the approach would move away
from schemes that prescribe interventions and
instead strengthen local institutions to plan for
their own development.

Amajor focus of the scheme is capacity-build-
ing of elected representatives. PTI
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Union Cabinet gives
nod to X7,396-crore
panchayat scheme

Subhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Weddnesday approved the
Pradban  Manerd  Vikske
Gram Swaraj Yojana (PM-
VGSY), a ¥,395.55-crore
scheme aimed at streng
thening the planning and
governance capacities of
gram panchayats over the
NEXL five years

The scheme will be im-
plemented from 2026-27 to
2003t with a Central
share of ¥4,86948 crore
and a Stae share of
12,526.07 crore. The go-
vernment sxid around 32
lakh elecred representa-
tives, panchayat function-
aries and other stakehol
ders across 2.55 lakh gram
panchayats and traditional
local bodies would be
traimed unsler the
PeOgranme.

The new scheme is an
upgraded version of the
Rasheriya Gram Swarj Ab-
hiyan, with & greater em-
phasis on “halistic® deve-
lopment, as opposed to the
existng practice of provid-
ing separate training mo-
dules  for  Indvicual
schemes. The idea Is to off-
er “digital handholding”
for the panchayat repre
sentatives to help them
with evidence-based plan-
ning. Though the govern-
ment refers to the 32 lakh

The five-year scheme
will have a Central
share of TELB69.48
crore and State share
of T2.526.07 crore

representatives & “beneh
clarles” it does not offer
any stipend.

The scheme seeks to po
sition gram panchayats as
the focal point of local go-
vermance  and  develop:
ment planning. It envisag
o5 prepasing 255 lakh
Gram Panchayat Develop-
ment Plans  (GDPDx)
through the eGramSwaraj
portal, enabling vilkage-le-
vel priarities to align with
Central and State govern
ment  schemes  and
yesouroes,

Awareness drives will be
conducted  across  the
country as part of the pro-
gramme, with each cam-
paign expected to reach at
Jeast one lakh citizens, A
key element of PNVGSY B
the creazion of a common
diggtal platform thar will in
tegrate Intormation on go-
vernment schemes, benesi-
claries, community assets
and availoble resources,
This will help panchayats
wdentify developmment
gaps, Improve departmen:
tal coordination, and moo-
Hor implementation more
effectively.
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Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana
with Outlay of ¥7,395 cr Cleared

Wnﬁnﬁr%maﬁuﬁwawmwmﬁ%mw 395, 55maﬁwm'aﬁ
B RIT IR RIS AT B Ho) &Y - ~ - e el ¥ R

G The scheme | LICE | &

T7,395.55 cr 5 years
Total outlay 2026-27 to
$d gy 2030-31

3afy
2.55 lakh 32 lakh
Gram People trained
panchayats PIRIEG
BIGH

\_

N

J

.

&HdT

“Paradigm shift”
qd8T d¢dld

» From prescription-based
schemes to local planning

YT o1

» Panchayats map own

resources & constraints
AT ThdA

» Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

announced it

3fYt qwrg
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Cgbir]et decision
HAEHST

P 3R ggaa”

7~
./

Upgrade of RGSA
RGSA T 3AY4

/I\

» Replaces Rashtriya Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan

RGSA

» Holistic training, not
scheme-by-scheme

JHY yiRreror

» “Digital handholding” for
evidence-based plans

fefores gemaan
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Z¥7,396-cr Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana — in depth (1/2)

A fRra a9 WIS AieAT — fawarR A (172)

.

One digital platform

Th Hdq

» Links schemes,
beneficiaries, assets

UHIPpd APRI

» Spots development gaps

Sl yga™

» Better monitoring &
coordination

AR

(|

J

Awareness drives
© e w0 ©

» Nationwide campaigns
IR

» Each to reach 1 lakh+
citizens

1 dG ANTR®

» Encourage Gram Sabha
participation
ATH HHT

.
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» Reps called “beneficiaries”
eyt

» But no stipend for training

HIg AT g1

» Covers traditional local
bodies too

URUR® A
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¥7,396-cr Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana — in depth (2/2)
faw Rya 91 waRTe g — fawR 9 (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

ﬂ Making a village plan (GPDP) | ITH TISIHT
» 24 April is National
Panchayati Raj Day (73rd
Amdt came into force, 1993)

Assess needs Gram Sabha eGramSWaraJ Implement 24 30
oied ATH T - IHERTS SHA

» Balwant Rai Mehta

Committee (1957) proposed
Survey Set priorities Upload plan Track funds the 3-tier system

A& KBl TS IBURNE]] o S

.
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Z¥7,396-cr Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana — background (1/2)
fafRra e T gieHT — Ry (1/2)

.

73rd Amendment (1992) ‘A
73971 A=MY T
Feature Detail
ICRILGI faa=ur
Part IX, Arts 243—
YT 2430
Schedule 11th — 29
ST subjects
Tiers Village, block,
LK district
Womewn At least 1/3
Afgae seats

J

\_

Key institutions

HRTY

» State Election
Commission — panchayat
polls (243K)

ey fAata Sma

» State Finance
Commission — funds (243l)

I fa=T ST

» Gram Sabha — all village
voters (243A)

ITH JHI
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Digital panchayat tools
SUDRT

O

» eGramSwaraj — planning &
accounts

3 -ATHARTS

» SVAMITVA — property
cards via drones

qTfed

» Meri .Panchayat app
A9 vErId

Daily Current Affairs « 29 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

58



ARTICLE 7 « GOVERNANCE — PANCHAYATI RAJ | AT - YT IS

Class24

Z7,396-cr Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana — background (2/2)
o fRra TR e — Ry (2/2)

@ Panchayati Raj milestones | USId

©0-0-0

1957 1959 1992-93

1957 1959 1992-93
Mehta panel Nagaur, 73rd Amdt
gdr gfafd Rajasthan 7341 GRNYH

O

2026
2026

PM-VGSY
fam g a™

@ Why panchayats struggle A

» The “3 Fs”: funds, functions,
functionaries

diFF

» Weak own revenue
DH ATY

> "Sarpanch-pati” proxy rule
"ud-ufd

.
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¥7,396-cr Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana — Map & Diagram
fae Ryd 9T FaRTe e — A 9 3Ry

From training to village plans
PM-VGSY funding

elected reps & staff trained

gram panchayats covered

X7,395.55 cr

2026-27 to 2030-31

plans prepared on eGramSwaraj

schemes, assets, beneficiaries
in one digital system

mmm Centre 34,869.48 cr (66%)
e States 2,526.07 cr (34%)
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Read the visual

CEEIR:CE
» Centre 66%, States 34%

fewierst

> Runs 2026-27 to 2030-31
qrg 9o
» 32 lakh people to be

trained
32 g

» Plans made on
eGramSwaraj

3 - TGRSl
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GST changes ease e-commerce sellers

GST ¥ dcdrd

Changes in GST rules notified; easier
registration for small e-comm sellers

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, October 28

THE GOVERNMENT HAS notified a
series of changes to the goods and ser-
vices tax (GST) regime, implementing
key decisions taken by the GST Coun-
cil earlier this month, including sim-
plified registration for small e-com-
merce sellers and clarifications on the
tax treatment of specified bio-stimu-
lants and retreaded tractor tyres.
Small suppliers selling goods
through e-commerce platforms in
multiple states and Union Territories
(UTs),where they do not havea physical
presence and pass on input tax credit
of up to ¥2.5 lakh per month, can
declare the platform’s warehouse in a
state or UT as their Principal Place of
Business from November 1,the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has notified. The measure was
approved bythe GST Council atits 57th

/ 3
‘TA X,

meeting on October 8.

“Simplified interstate registration
through e-commerce operator ware-
houses could lowerthe entrybarrierfor
smaller sellers looking to expand
acrossstates,”said Manoj Mishra, part-
nerand tax controversy management
leader, Grant Thornton Bharat.

Thegovernment hasalso expanded
e-invoicing requirements to cover
imported services and supplies
received from unregistered persons
where GST is payable under the

Reverse Charge Mechanism (RCM).
The provision will come into effect
from January 1,2027.

“The amendment broadens the
categories of transactions subject to
e-invoicing requirements and calls for
businesses to reassess theirinvoicing,
documentation and GST compliance
processes,” said Sivakumar Ramjee,
executive director-indirect tax, Nan-
gia Global.

“Companies undertaking domes-
tic RCM transactions or importing
services should evaluate the applica-
bility of the revised provisions, iden-
tify system changes required and
ensure their tax and finance teams
are prepared ahead of the effective
date,” Ramjee said.

Thegovernmentalso notifieda 5%
GST rate on retreaded tractor tyres,
effective November 1, clarifying
another issue discussed at the GST
Council’s Iatest meeting.

ot B el
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Changes in GST Rules Notified;
Easier Registration for Small E-comm Sellers

GST Council
. GST URYT
GST uf¥ug &1 574f do@ & fAvlg siitgfRE Il A faehl P T DI S-PI1HA fashdT 1
Wﬁlﬂm%maﬁma@mﬁwaﬁa o t

0. i aJ@uie i i

» Sell via e-commerce in many ( 8 Oct 1{ 1 Nov 2026 \ » Lowers entry barrier
States/UTs
Hv_g ST 57th GST Warehouse rule across States
Council meet starts m SITHT
> No physical presence there ECED NI > Helps MSMEs go national
Iz TRR el MSME
» Declare platform warehouse ‘ Y ( ) B
as principal place of business 1 Jan 2027 5% offices P
Wider e- Retreaded
invoicing tractor tyres CTRTC a<Id
3-31aIgy TRR
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GST changes ease e-commerce sellers — in depth (1/2)

GST ¥ dgdrd — fawarR ¥ (1/2)

e-invoicing expanded E

3-31d1a

> Covers imported services
3aTfad |arg
» And supplies from

unregistered persons under
RCM

3Ufigpd

» Firms must update
systems & processes

YUITell dgdTd

.

J

e Expert views | faRiug o 6 Also clarified

» Grant Thornton: lowers

barrier for smaller sellers
ic Yed

» Nangia Global: reassess

Invoicing & compliance

» Tax teams to prepare
ahead of deadline

GRIE|

.
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» Tax treatment of bio-
stimulants

Sq-3AS®

» Retreaded tractor tyres at
5%

¢FN TR
» Notified by CBIC

CBIC
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GST changes ease e-commerce sellers — in depth (2/2)
GST H ggad — fawR | (272)

Did you know?

G Reverse Charge Mechanism | fa<f aref s
. » GST came into force on 1
— e o & July 2017
1 TS 2017

T 3T AT 82

Normal Under RCM Used for Now :
o RCM & o et [;ailJuIy Is observed as GST
o GsT fead
Seller pays GST Buyer pays GST Imports, Needs e-invoice
fadhdr unregistered 3-3d199
STd

.
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GST changes ease e-commerce sellers — background (1/2)
GST ¥ 9gamd — YA (1/2)

e GST structure | GST grdT == @ GST Council | GSTURYG e nput %Cred” B
Levied on » Set up under Art 279A » Tax paid on inputs is set off
UPR foa o (101st Amdt, 2016) against output tax
CGST Intra-State, 3. 279A AT
Caep) Centre’s share : : . :

SEETIUTRST | | S » Chair: Union Finance » Avoids tax-on-tax
ntra-State, . .

oY State’s share MI%;[ ;-;ﬁ (Casacadlg)g{)_ T-Iﬁ

IGST Inter-State &

ThiPpd imports » Centre 1/3 vote, States 2/3; > Needs supplier to file

Slabs now 5% and 18% decisions need 3/4 returns

i (+40% sin) HdglHd e+ st

. J \_ J g J
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GST changes ease e-commerce sellers — background (2/2)
GST ¥ 9gamd — YA (2/2)

@ GST journey | GST bl W

@ GST tech backbone -
GEEICAKAEL =

» GSTN — runs the GST portal
- - g GSTN

» IRP — registers e-invoices

2000 2016 2017 2025 IRP
2000 2016 2017 2025
» E-way bill for moving goods
Idea — Vajpayee 101st GST launched GST 2.0 — 2 slabs >%50,000
1%02}/& Amendment [SID GST 2.0 é-% faa
BRI

\ J \_ J
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GST changes ease e-commerce sellers — Map & Diagram
GST ¥ ggard — HHRA 9 39

( N
Read the visual
Small e-commerce sellers: one warehouse = a business address £ Iaﬁ H IE-I
B ) » Warehouse can be the
business address
Small seller Platform’s Declared as Tn_Q'Tq UdT
(home State) 2 Principal Place
= —_— B warehouse in - B :
i f )
credit = T3.5 tfakh/month another State et ) » For sellers with ITC <
T2.5 lakh/month
» e-invoicing widened from
1 Jan 2027
e-invoicing widened Retreaded tractor tyres Bio-stimulants g-g:lam
Imported services & RCM ’
supplies - from 1 Jan 2027 5% GST from 1 Nov Tax treatment clarified . Retreaded tractor tyres:
5%
5%
\_ J/
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 - GS |

24 May 2026 (Q74) <+ Topic: Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana

Which of the following statements with respect to the
Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA)
is/are correct? 1. The period of its implementation is
1st April 2021 to 31st March 2026. 2. The key
objective is to develop the governance capabilities of
Panchayati Raj Institutions to deliver on the
Sustainable Development Goals. 3. The share of
Central funding is 100% for all States and UTs.

(@) 1and 2
(b) 2 only

(c)l1and 3
(d)2and 3

.

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 — GS |
24 May 2026 (Set D Q33) + Topic: Cyclone Arnab

Which of the statements best explain why mangrove
ecosystems should be protected for climate resilience?
1. Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater,
so they are ideal sites for paddy farming in saline
estuarine areas. 2. Mangrove roots filter seawater, so
mangroves help convert coastal land into freshwater
aquaculture zones. 3. Mangroves withstand tidal surges
and provide biomass, so they act as natural barriers and
support rural livelihoods.

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

RRB NTPC (CEN 2024) CBT-1

28 Aug 2025 (Shift 3) « Topic: SIR & right to vote

SSC CGL 2025 - Tier 2
19 Jan 2026 < Topic: GST changes

In which case did the Supreme Court hold that
judicial review is a basic feature of the
Constitution?

(a) Shah Bano case

(b) Shankari Prasad case

(c) Kesavananda Bharati case
(d) Golaknath case

.

Fill in the blank: The Chairperson of the GST
Council is the of India.

(a) Prime Minister

(b) Union Finance Minister
(c) President

(d) Vice-President
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

.

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 - GS |

24 May 2026 (Q74) <+ Topic: Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana

Which of the following statements with respect to the
Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is/are
correct? 1. The period of its implementation is 1st April 2021 to
31st March 2026. 2. The key objective is to develop the
governance capabilities of Panchayati Raj Institutions to deliver
on the Sustainable Development Goals. 3. The share of Central
funding is 100% for all States and UTs.

(@) 1and 2
(b) 2 only

(c)l1and 3
(d)2and 3

Answer: (b) — Period 2022-26; funding 60:40 (90:10 NE/hill).
21

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 — GS |
24 May 2026 (Set D Q33) + Topic: Cyclone Arnab

Which of the statements best explain why mangrove ecosystems
should be protected for climate resilience? 1. Mangroves reduce
tidal energy and store freshwater, so they are ideal sites for
paddy farming in saline estuarine areas. 2. Mangrove roots filter
seawater, so mangroves help convert coastal land into freshwater
aguaculture zones. 3. Mangroves withstand tidal surges and
provide biomass, so they act as natural barriers and support rural
livelihoods.

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Answer: (d) — Natural bio-shields against surges.
&ad 3|
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

.

RRB NTPC (CEN 2024) CBT-1

28 Aug 2025 (Shift 3) + Topic: SIR & right to vote

In which case did the Supreme Court hold that
judicial review is a basic feature of the
Constitution?

(a) Shah Bano case

(b) Shankari Prasad case

(c) Kesavananda Bharati case
(d) Golaknath case

Answer: (c) — Basic structure doctrine, 1973.
YR

Class24

SSC CGL 2025 - Tier 2
19 Jan 2026 < Topic: GST changes

Fill in the blank: The Chairperson of the GST
Council is the of India.

(a) Prime Minister

(b) Union Finance Minister
(c) President

(d) Vice-President

Answer: (:i%ﬁ— Art 279A (101st Amendment).
I
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Test Yourself — Q1-4 | TG4 &1 UG
s N \
_ _ o _ Voting age was lowered from 21 to 18 by which
Article %'ng of the Indian Constitution provides for: Amendment?
YR YT P Hﬂ%ﬂ 326 ' .
AdeH 3 21 9 18 fohg A=Me— A §%2
(a) Election Commission (b) Adult suffrage (a) 42nd (b) 52nd
(c) Delimitation (d) Bar on courts in poll matters (c) 61st (d) 73rd
N J U J
- N O \
@ Which coastal vegetation best reduces storm-surge damage? @ The capital of New Zealand is:
TH TET | qad Sred! GReT Hi-A adia aefa 3ot 82 CIRICLIGI
(a) Teak forests (b) Mangroves (a) Auckland (b) Christchurch
(c) Grasslands (d) Pine forests (c) Wellington (d) Canberra
N J J
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | TG4 &1 W
e N 2
@ g/lqaurzlest.capltallsatlon of a listed company @ NavIC is ths_sznra%i%ation system %1;:
TSR Yol SRTER §idT 6: fa® fpa oTTet 22
(a) Profit x P/E (b) Shares outstanding x share price (a) Japan (b) China
(c) Assets - liabilities (d) Revenue x 10 (c) India (d) EU
- J J
- N 2
e India’s launch port Satish Dhawan Space Centre @ The Eleventh Schedule lists how many subjects for
IS In: _ panchayats? ' .
IR a 3iaikel og Fel 82 3T § v & e v #2
(a) Thumba, Kerala (b) Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh (a) 18 (b) 22
(c) Chandipur, Odisha (d) Kulasekarapattinam, T.N. (c) 29 (d) 35
- J J
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | a0 &I IR
4 N\ )
@ The GST Council was created under Article: @ Ugiileg;r}[ﬁelzx_’everse Charge Mechanism, GST is
? .
GST URWG {53 F=de & qed T %ﬂ'\‘fﬂﬁfﬁGSTﬁqWT%?
(a) Article 246A (b) Article 269A (a) Supplier (b) Recipient (buyer)
(c) Article 279A (d) Article 280 (c) Transporter (d) E-commerce platform
A J
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

Adult suffrage — Elections on the basis of adult suffrage.
IYD HANYDR |

613;5 — 1988, effective 19809.
614l GRNY|

Mangroves — MISHTI scheme promotes them.
I

Wellington — Auckland is the largest city.
I

Shares outstanding x share price — Changes daily with price.

TR x A |
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d HATCAT

India — Earlier called IRNSS.
HIRd |

Srlharlkota Andhra Pradesh — Most ISRO launches.

Artlcle 279A — 101st Amendment, 2016.
279AI

ReC|p|ent (buyer) — Common for imports & unregistered supplies.

e 29 — 12th Schedule has 18 for municipalities.
291
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | a2 3fR YH

Class24

Myth Buster of the Day — Science | 3TSl ®T YH- Y

N
MYTH | YH FACT | d¥g
‘c . Modern phones stop drawing current once full, so overnight charging alone rarely causes fires.
Ch arg N g yO ur p h one The real dangers are cheap or damaged batteries and power banks, non-certified chargers, and
) ; charging under pillows or bedding where heat can’t escape. Such faults can trigger “thermal
overni g ht WI | I m ake th e runaway” — a chain reaction in lithium-ion cells — which is why Railways now switch off coach
53 charging points at night. Use BIS-certified chargers and keep devices in the open while charging.
battery explode.
&ngﬁw BI- QX1 916l g1 0R faofell o1 6@ 3R 4d &, ST ad Id HR AT6l B I 31T HH 81
ﬁqwm.\ﬁ YR T 1 TR 9] Y §ep, fSH1 AT a1l Froik, 3R dicbd 77 ek o i
Y[d HI T Gl ole% wsTTﬂffmse?l%’fmmelﬁ?ﬁT@@?%W ST T T YT A (S
az-a- \‘:ﬂ?ﬂ% SR PR Tl 8 - 3! PRUI X S I H [Sosif P A1MoiT Uise §E H2 8T ¢ | BIS FHATO
(hC I ® 3R AT & THT SUBRU Gl | W |
J

(¢ Bad batteries and heat cause fires, not overnight charging itself. | mmmmaﬁraﬁwﬁ% WWWWT?@TI
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