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Indian among 2 dead in Houthi attack

gl BHQ § HIRA BT /i

Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026 * The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Indian among 2 dead as Houthis
target Saudi’'s Dammam airport

Attack on King Fahd International Airport injures eight. says the kingdom: Saudi forces targeted vacht carryving 14 Indians in
Red Sea, and rescue operations are under way, say rebels; there will be siege for siege and escalation for escalation. they add

Stanly johny

wo people, includ
Ting an Indian na-
tional, were killed

and eight injured on Wed-
nesday in a Houthl attack
on King Fahd International
Airport in Dammam, Saudi
Arabia’s eastern oil hub,
the kingdom's General
Authority of Civil Aviation
said.

The Iran-aligned rebels
also claimed that Saudi
Arabian forces on Thurs-
day targeted an Indian
vacht near Zugar Island in
Red Sea, carrying 4 In-
dians, adding that they
were conducting  rescue
operations,

The Indian Embassy in
Rivadh confirmed the In-
dian  national’s  death.
“Saudi authorities have in-
formed that one Indian na-
tional was among two peo-
ple who unfortunately lost
their lives in the attack on
Dammam airport yester
day night and two Indian
nationals were Injured,”

tha amhages wivea in o an.

On watch: Saudi Arabia-backed govt. tracps seen in the Yemeni
city of Talz on Wednesday amid the conflict with the Houthis, s#p

day. On Thursday, the
Houthis (Ansar Allah) said
they will continue their op-
erations against Saudi Ari
bia. “There will be siege for
siege and escalation for es-
calation,” they said, adding
the strikes would continue
until Saudi Arabia lifts its
blockade of the Houthi-
held areas of Yemen.

If Saudi Arabia conti
nues to attack Yemen, "we
will resort o major options
we did not want to take,
and wa hald it recnancihla

Iranvbacked militants said,
as per the Houthialigned
Almasirah television,

‘Serious concerns’

The targeting of a civilian
vessel carrying Indian na-
tionals raises serious con-
cerns about the safety of
international navigation
and the potential for civi-
Han casualties, the Yemeni
militia said. “The [Houthi]
Armed Forces are carrying
Out rescue operations for
thoea am hoaed  with faeth.

Efforts on to bring
back thousands of
stranded Indians

NEW DELHI

Amid escalating attacks on
Saudi Arabla by the
tran-backed Houthi rebels,
ndian missions in Riyadh and
Jeddah are working with
stakeholders to facktate the
early return of thousands of
stranded pigrans, the Extemal
Affairs Ministry said on
Thursday. » PAGE 4

ter,” they said, according to
Almasirah television.

The Indian Embassy in
Yemen responded to the
reports on attack on the
vacht. “We are ascertain-
ing further details about
the incident and will pro-
vide all possible help for
ensuring the safety and
well-being of the Indian na-
tionals,” it said on X.

The Houthis, who cap-
tured Sana'a in 2014 and
expanded their territorial

contial alane Vamen's an.

month, said they launched
missile and drone attacks
at Saudi Arabia’s Ministry
of Defence in Riyadh and
the Dammam airport,
They also struck a facility
of Aramco, the state-
owned petroleum and nat-
ural gas company, in Yan-
bu, and Abha International
Alrport in the southwest.

Saudi  Arabia started
bombing Yemen in 2015 af-
ter the Houthis captured
Sana'a a few months ear-
lier. In 2022, Riyadh and
the Houthi leadership
agreed to a ceasefire as
part of & broader Irun-Sau-
di rapprochement. The
ceasefire collapsed in July,
in the midst of the U.S,-Iran
war, as the Sana’a airport
wis bombed by Saudi Ara-
bia to prevent an Iranian
airline carrving a Houthi
delegation from landing.

In recent weeks, the
Houthis have stepped up
attacks against Saudi air-
ports and energy infras-
tructure, while the king-
dom has Intensified its air

etrilae an tha Hosahionn.
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CIassZ4
Indian among 2 Dead as Houthis
Target Saudi’s Dammam Airport

Red Sea crigis
¢77¢T |V HepC

-gafdd & gHd | & fb HRAIT &1 4,
T e e 4 o A

° Toll | gaTed e Houthi threat | _g'?ﬁ ﬁ e Indlas response

2 1 g \ » “Siege for siege, » Embassy in Riyadh
escalation for escalation” confirmed the death
Killed (1 Indian) Injured URTddl & g3 URTEd! farq garar™
B e » Strikes until Saudi lifts > Embassy for Yemen
)\ | | blockade of Houthi areas seeking details on yacht
2 Wed TP | 7 EpIEIRE
- » Warns of “major » Missions in Riyadh &
Indians '%d N'E?L‘;Ofﬁﬁt{t%‘?k options” Jeddah help stranded
a9 Ao pilgrims
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Indian among 2 dead in Houthi attack — in depth (1/2)
gdl g9d ¥ URdH Ht Aid — AR | (1/2)

-

L ]

° The yacht episode
BT GBI

» Houthis blame Saudi
forces for targeting it

&l U 3R

» Say they are running
rescue operations
CEICR IR

» Claim was aired on
Almasirah TV

3A-AHRT

. J

.

India’s stakes
YRd & fgd

» Large Indian
workforce in Saudi
Arabia

URAI BTHIR

» Saudi is a top crude ol
supplier
ol dd

» Hajj/Umrah pilgrim
safety
Bul-3HII

3 1

Global ripple | Yy

i
amn

wyr

SR

» Aramco sites hit — oll
price jitters

od dIEd

» Airport strikes disrupt
flights

JSM dIfera
» Higher shipping
Insurance costs

CIE RS IRIG]
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Indian among 2 dead in Houthi attack — in depth (2/2)
gdl g9d ¥ URdH t Aid — IR 9 (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

G How the war escalated | Hﬂ'ﬂfa’_\ﬁw
» Named after founder
Hussein al-Houthi
GRITYPH & A1 TR

2014 2015 2022 JuI 2026
2014 2015 2022 TS 2026 > Yemen effectively has
two seats of power:

: : : : ; _
Hogt;;]rlé’t:ke Sau%het;(i)r:r;bmg Ceasefire Truce collaé)zs_[es Sana’a (HOUthI) & Aden
AT TR podl Hhal SHIRT (govt) .

&Y o

\ J \_ J
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Indian among 2 dead in Houthi attack — background (1/2)
gdl gUd ¥ YR &1 Wa — guyfir (1/2)

e Who are the Houthis?

.

Feature Detail
e faa=ur

Official name
—aTH

S_ect
qJUala
Heartland
e
Backer

qAd®

Ansar Allah

Zaydi Shia
Saada, north

Yemen

Iran (“Axis of
Resistance”)

J

Yemen at a glance |

T <

» Unified in 1990 (North +
South)

19901?rqaﬂw

» Borders Saudi Arabia
& Omalj
» Coasts on Red Sea &

Gulf of Aden
dc

\_

Saudi-Iran rivalry

TSI

Class24

» Sunni vs Shia
leadership contest

A PI TS

» Ties cut in 2016
2016 H TaY g

» Restored via China-
brokered deal (2023)
T B AT
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CIassZ4
Indian among 2 dead in Houthi attack — background (2/2)

gdl gUa ¥ YR &1 Ta — guYfi (2/2)

@ Why the Red Sea route matters | T IR 9t - . ,a?&rf\ | O

» Op Raahat (2015) —
evacuation from Yemen

Suez Canal Red Sea Gulf of Aden India E
AT AR 3G DI Wrst YR » Navy anti-piracy
patrols in Gulf of Aden
Europe link ~12% world trade Piracy zone Exports to Europe since 2008
o T i e TAH-urt

» Op Sankalp (2019) —
merchant ship escort

TR HH e

\ J \_ J
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Indian among 2 dead in Houthi attack — Map & Diagram
gdl g9e # U 3 iid — AHERE 9 3ma

Houthi strikes across Saudi Arabia - where they hit

Read the viqual

ik CERAECE

[Strait of Hormuz|

Riyadh - Ministry of|

Defence targeted » Strikes Span Saudi
Arabia: Dammam,
Riyadh, Yanbu, Abha

Ya;\bu - Aramco
[faclllty struck ] \
3 ;
. ®g G W gHAT
| SAUDI ARABIA Abrport Rt (Indaan Killed). » Yacht with 14 Indians
hit near Zuqgar Island

SEREL

» Houthis hold Sana’a

AT YR h ol
» Two chokepoints at
S P e .‘7:...&4{2233;“. (since 2014) sHtake: Bab-el-Mandeb &
) | 0
[Bab-el-Mandeb] ormuz
__ g STasuEay )

Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 12



ARTICLE 2 ¢ INTERNAL SECURITY — BORDER MANAGEMENT | 3fidiR® JR&T - a1 gae=

ITBP: China face-off in Arunachal

SRS H o9 ¥ faiy

ITBP D-G says face-off
with China continues
in Arunachal Pradesh

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

Confrontations with Chi-
nese troops continue to
take place at multiple sites
along the border in Aruna-
chal Pradesh, according to
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP)  Director-General
Shatrujeet Kapur.

“In the past few-days, a
situation arose where face-
off happened at several lo-
cations in Arunachal and it
still continues,” Mr. Kapur
said on Thursday.

Speaking at the Himveer
Samman Samaroah, an an-
nual felicitation ceremony
for ITBP personnel, in Al-
war, Rajasthan, Mr. Kapur
said the force’s comman-
dos have been active in the
continuing confrontations
on the Arunachal Pradesh
border.

This is the first official
confirmation of the scale of
the rising tensions on the
northeastern border since
July.

Shatrujeet Kapur

der talks since july.

"Sometime in July, dur-
ing routine patrolling, In-
dian and Chinese troops
came face to face near Ma-
ja. After brief confronta-
tion, both sides returned
but the Chinese PLA came
back in larger number few
days later and pitched
tents, around 6-7 kms with-
in India’s perception of the
LAC," a government source
said.

India has also increased
deployment along the
border.

Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Government  sources
told The Hindu that since
late July, India and China
have been engaged in a
stand-off at Asaphila near
Taksing in Arunachal Pra
desh. The Chinese People’s
Liberation Army (PLA)
have pitched their tents at
an elevation, within 6 km
to 7 km of India's percep-
tion of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), near the
Maja company operating
base in Taksing circle of
Upper Subansiri district,
sources said.

“Our newly raised Shau-
rya commandos played an
exemplary role in this.
ITBP was raised as a moun-
tain guerilla force and we
were given border guard-
ing duty along China in
2004,” the ITBP chief said.
“We need not leave our ori-
ginal function, and a spe-
cialised high alitude
mountain fighting force is
being set up, distinct than
the army. We will soon
have one full battalion of
Shaurya commandos;
high-altitude [deployment]
is our strength,” Mr. Kapur
added

The situation has per-
sisted even though Chinese
President Xi Jinping at-
tended the 18th BRICS
Summit hosted by India
from September 11 to 13,
and the two nations have

Bilateral border talks
The 36th WMCC (Working
Mechanism for Consulta-
tion and Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs)
meeting on India-China
border affairs was held on
August 6. This was fol-
lowed by the 25th round of
talks between the Special
Representatives (SR) on
the Boundary Question on
August 26 in Beljing, where
India was represented by
National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval,

On September 6, the
first-ever Corps Comman-
derdevel meetings  bet-
ween the two armies was
held in the Eastern Sector
at the Vacha-Damai Border
Personnel Meeting Point in
Arunachal Pradesh.

Such meetings have so
far largely been held at the
Chushul-Moldo  Border
Meeting Point in eastern
Ladakh, particularly after
the Galwan Valley clashes
in June 2020.

The weapons used by
the ITBP are 50-vears old
and modernisation is re-
quired, said Mr. Kapur.
Stressing on the need toin-
vest and develop drone
and counter-drone tech-
nology, he said it may not
be paossible to face China
through wraditional meth-
ods as it has invested a lot
in modernisation of its

Class24
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ITBP D-G Says Face-off with China

Continues In Arunachal Pradesh
ITBP HETHCRI® Y PUYR: FUMTS UG H 3 WU W T AfST A SITHAT-H1HAT SR - Jars § 9¢ a-1d

=Y TEelt TR g

c What the DG said ,
HEIASRP A Pal

» Face-offs at several
locations; still on

H3 oe

» First official
confirmation since July

trc:d’rerrf‘wmgfﬁ

» Spoke at Himveer
Samman Samaroh, Alwar

SR

\_

J

.

6—7 km Late July
PLA tents inside Since
India’s LAC I SIRY
view
iR
Maja 2004
Nearby Indian ITBP gets
base China border
YR Tip! =

Eastern Sector
qdf daev

» Weapons ~50 years
old

R FRAR

» Needs drone &
counter-drone tech

SH dPb-d

» China has modernised
heavily

U BT STYfTd D or
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e The stand-off | TfARIY N e ITBP’s gaps | dfaal o
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ITBP: China face-off in Arunachal — Map & Diagram
SO B 919 I TRy — AT 9 3y

Border-guarding: who does what
India-China LAC: three sectors, key flashpoints

'WESTERN SECTOR
Galwan (2020 clash) Ladakh - Aksai Chin ! India-China LAC
. ) ( ! nep > (3,488 km)
CHINA (Tibet)
£ SSB 29 Nepal & Bhutan
Sy ' oo Asaphila-Taksing
MIDDLE (stand-off since july)]
Assam Rifles |p Myanmar
BSF & Pakistan & Bangladesh
EASTERN SECTOR
(Sikkim, Arunachal) |
k? Vacha-Damal BPM
: N b
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» LAC has three
sectors: Western, Middle,
Eastern

| 9dex

» Hotspot: Asaphila—
Taksing, Upper Subansiri

» Galwan (2020) —
deadliest clash in
decades

UGEIE]
» Each border has its

_own guarding force

ST ddT
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ITBP: China face-off in Arunachal — in depth (1/2)
U B 919 I TRty — fasar 4 (172)

° Shaurya commandos
I HHiS!

.

> Newly raised high-
altitude force

AT &
» Distinct from the Army

AT I ST

» A full battalion coming
soon

VUK HIGEE]

J

e 2026 talks so far
2026 P AT

.

Mechanism Date
GE fafYy

36th WMCC
WMCC 6 Aug

25th SR talks,
Beijing (NSA
Doval)

SR aTdi

1st Corps Cdr
talks, Eastern

Sector .
BN FHIST

26 Aug

6 Sep

L[]

The paradox |

Ry

» Xi Jinping attended
18th BRICS Summit in
India (11-13 Sep)

> Yet the stand-off
persists

RIS SIRT

» India has increased
deployment

E)
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ARTICLE 2 »

ITBP: China face-off in Arunachal — in depth (2/2)
U B 99 I TRty — faar 4 (272)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

ﬂ How this face-off unfolded | TIfaRIY A T4

» |ITBP was raised on 24
Oct 1962 — during the

.

Rout trol F to f Both pull back PLA ret it
outine patro ace 10 Tace 0] pu acC re urns
T STHAT-ATHAT PLA Tl 24 3 d¥ 1962
» ITBP is called the
July Near Maja Brief More troops, “Himveers”
SEIE TSl &b U 3{cy tents Radk
3if® Af®H

Daily Current Affairs + 23 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

16



ARTICLE 2 * INTERNAL SECURITY — BORDER MANAGEMENT | 3fiaf® JRE&IT - J1 uge=

ITBP: China face-off in Arunachal — background (1/2)
IFuTad H 19 | TfaRIY — gEYF (1/2)

India—China border: 3
e sectors
4T

.

Sector L.en th
dFey tﬁn'g

Western

(Ladakh) 1,597 km

Middle (HP,
Uttarakhand)

HY

Eastern
(Sikkim,
Arunachal)

545 km

1,346 km

McMahon Line ﬁWFﬁET-[
Q= I o

J

\_

» Drawn at Simla
Convention, 1914

e gweq

» China rejects it

T SRAIPR BT 8

» China calls Arunachal
“Zangnan”
STRTATA

Past flashpoints -3

cPd

» 1962 war; 1967 Nathu
La
1962, 1967

» 1987 Sumdorong Chu;
2017 Doklam

AR g, SiparH
> 202% Yangtse (Tawang)
1 |
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Cyber wake-up call for banks

dl & oI IrgsaR Adra-t

Cyberwake-up call for banks

® Data breaches
expose customer
protection gaps

KSHIPRA PETKAR
& URVI MALVANIA
Mumbai, October 22

WHENTWO OF the country’s
biggest banks — State Bank of
India and Bank of Baroda —
face data breaches within
barely three months, it raises
afundamental question: How
secure is customer informa-
tion in India’s banking sys-
tem? More importantly, are
banks and  regulators
equipped to deal with
cyberthreats that are becom-
ing increasingly sophisti
cated, often outpacing con-
ventional security audits?
SBI on Wednesday con-
firmed an incident involving
the loss of certain data. A pre
liminary investigation identi-
fied 3,897 customer records

3,897 customer records

containing personally

identifiable information
leaked on the dark web

Acompromised

P employee email account

PRI enabled unauthorised
access to certain data

Ransomware group Bashe

claimed to have stolen
customer data, but the

HIGH RISK

Atechnical glitch exposed

details of around 17,000 credit [Hach
cards to unintended users on LGl

the bank's mobile app Ik
yberX9 alleged thata

server vulnerability exposed
data of 180 million customers;
s, PNB denied any data breach

Reported an unauthorised

Axis

intrusion into its systems via a Bank

breach remained unverified

LB FRAUDS HIT PSB STOCKS HARDER: STUDY PAGE 8

containing personallyidentifi

able information among
around 375,000 records found
onthedarkweb.India’s largest
lendermaintained that its core
operations, financial perfor-
mance and business continuity
remained unaffected and cus-
tomerbalances were safe.Ithas
engaged an independent
cybersecurity agency to inves-

Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

tigate the source and extent of
the exposure.

The disclosure follows a
Julyincident at Bank of Baroda,
wherea threat group allegedly
advertised hundreds of giga-
bytesofinternal and customer
dataon thedarkweb following
an email compromise. The
bank had also said its core
operations were unaffected.

third-party vendor, with no
reported financial losses

Oct 2010

But the absence of disrup-
tion to banking operations
does not necessarily mean
customers face no risk.
Exposed names, mobile num-
bers, addresses and loan-
related information can be
exploited for impersonation,
phishing and targeted finan-
cial fraud,even when account
balances remain secure,

Continued on Page 9
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Cyber wake-up call for banks
di & fore Irgar daraH!

Class24

THESCALE OFthe threatiscon-
siderable.According to CERT-In
data shared in Parliament, the
banking sector recorded over
570,000 cybersecurity inci-
dents in 2025 and nearly
350,000 in the first six months
of 2026. A significant propor-
tion involved attempts to iden-
tify vulnerabilities rather than
confirmed breaches, but the
numbers underscore the pres-
sure on banking networks.

Pawan Duggal, chairman of
the International Commission
on Cyber Security Law,said that
the SBI incident could have
wider implications because of
the bank’s extensive links with
governmentaccounts,

“The SBI dataleakis noordi-
nary incident,” Duggal said,
warning that sensitiveinforma-
tion could potentially be
exploited bystateand non-state
actors. He also pointed to the
absence of a dedicated national
cybersecurity law, arguing that
the Information Technology
Act, 2000, does not adequately
address emerging threats,

The RBI has progressively
tightened regulations govern-
ing information technology,
cvhercecurity anerational

Cyber wake-up call for banks

resilience and outsourcing. Its
updated cybersecurity guide-
lines issued on July 31, 2026,
reinforced  accountability
requirements for banks and
third-party technology provi-
ders. Yet, experts say the critical
gapis between regulatory com-
plianceandactual preparedness
against evolving threats.

“A key aspect of effective
cyber risk management is
embedding ownership of vul-
nerability identification and
remediation within the First
Line of Defence (FLoD), includ-
ing IT and business stakehold-
ers,” said Munjal Kamdar, part-
ner at Deloitte India.

The difficulty is that cyber-
criminals donot operate accord-
ing to regulatory inspection
schedules. Vulnerabilities can
emerge and be exploited long
before the next scheduled secu-
rity audit.“Threats now evolve
faster than any periodic audit
cycle cantrack. The shift needed
is from point-in-time compli-
ance to continuous assurance,”
gaid Vichnu R Dusad. co-

founderand managingdirector
of Nucleus Software.

The growing use of artificial
intelligence adds another
dimension. CERT-In recently
disclosed instances in which Al
agents gained unauthorised
access to confidential informa-
tion held by Indian organisa-
tions by exploiting exposed cre-
dentials and excessive cloud
permissions. Significantly, the
affected organisations had not
detected the intrusions them-
selves; the incidents came to
light through disclosures by Al
model providers.

Anothermajorconcernisthe
increasingly interconnected
networkoftechnologyvendors,
cloud providers and payment
platforms supporting banking
operations. A vulnerability at
one service provider can poten-
tially affect several financial
institutions simultaneously.

Therisksare not theoretical.
In 2024, a ransomware attack
on C-EdgeTechnologies,a bank-
ing technology provider, tem-
norarilvdisrunted navment ser-
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vices at 300 cooperative and
regional rural banks. The NPCI
of India isolated the provider
fromitsretail payment network
tocontainthe incident.Asubse-
quent forensic review found
that the ransomware had not
spread to banks’own systems.
Against this backdrop, the
RBI is reportedly considering a
new supervisory approach
under which banks using the
same critical technology provi-
ders could jointly test their
cybersecurity defences.Accord-
ingtoareportinThe Banker,the
proposed framework would
involve pooled “red-teaming”
exercises to identifyvulnerabil-
ities across shared technology
infrastructure. The proposal has
yet to be formally circulated.
Such an approach would repre-
sent a shift towards addressing
systemic vulnerabilities rather
than examining each institu-
tioninisolation.The Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection frame-
work adds another layer of
accountability, Banks, as data
fiduciaries remain resnaonsihle

for safeguarding customer
information even when pro-
cessing is outsourced.

Sajai Singh, partner at JSA
Advocates and Solicitors, said
the RBI framework provides
stronger safeguards for opera-
tional resilience,whilethe DPDP
framework focuses on personal-
data protection and breach-
related obligations.“The main
gapisregulatoryfragmentation
because RBL, DPDP,ITAct,CERT-
In style directions, contractual
obligations, and customer-pro-
tection rules impose overlap-
ping but differently triggered
duties,’ Singh said.

Oncetherelevant DPDPpro-
visions become operational, fail-
ure to implement reasonable
security safeguards can attract
penalties of up to ¥250 crore,
while failures relating to breach
notifications can attract penal-
ties of up to ¥200 crore. Singh
alsoflagged concentration risks
arising from banks’dependence
on a handful of cloud, payment
and technology providers. A
cvher incident at one maior

provider could have repercus-
sionsacross several institutions.

Mayank Morya, co-founder
and chief technology officer of
Mitigata, said stronger regula-
tory oversight was necessary,
but adding more compliance
requirements would not neces-
sarily improve security, “An
annualaudit may establish that
certain controlsexist,butitdoes
not necessarily show whether
theywillworkagainstemerging
threats,” Morya said.

The emerging consensus is
that banks must focus as much
on detecting, containing and
recovering from attacks as on
preventing them. Continuous
monitoring, rapid vulnerability
remediation,strongeroversight
of technology vendors and
effective customer notification
are becoming essential ele-
mentsofcyberresilience.Foran
industry increasingly depen-
dentondigital platforms,cyber-
security is no longer merely an
IT or compliance function. The
recent incidents underline a
fundamental reality: protecting
banking systems is only part of
the challenge; protecting cus-
tomer information and main-
tainine trust are pauallveritical
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Cyber Wake-up Call for Banks:

Data Breaches Expose Gaps
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Cyber wake-up call for banks — in depth (1/2)
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Cyber wake-up call for banks — in depth (2/2)
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Cyber wake-up call for banks — background (1/2)
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Cyber wake-up call for banks — background (2/2)
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Cyber wake-up call for banks — Map & Diagram
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. sugar-rich diet while on antibiotics
a threat to the gut microbiome? THE HINDU « 22 OCT 2026
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Sugar + antibiotics harm gut microbiome
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Sugar + antibiotics harm gut microbiome — in depth (1/2)
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Sugar + antibiotics harm gut microbiome — in depth (2/2)
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Sugar + antibiotics harm gut microbiome — background (1/2)
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Sugar + antibiotics harm gut microbiome — Map & Diagram
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Healthy gut: Many species compete
for food & space

v

Antibiotic: Kills sensitive microbes;
diversity falls

v

+ Sugar: Feeds survivors like
E. faecium

v

Dysbiosis: Few species dominate;
risk of resistant infection

Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Class24

-

Read the visual

EECIREE

» Mice: Enterococcus up
16.3x (day 3), 33.4x (day

6)

el | gfs
» Sugar alone did not
raise Enterococcus

3belt il gl

» Sugar is an amplifier,
not the villain

ugds

» End result: dysbiosis

fs@maiRm
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Prasar Bharati is not a public broadcaster
TR HRdL

Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026

Prasar Bharati is not a public service broadcaster

ens the Nasendea Modi
el ook office in May
204, the then Information and
Droadcrsng Minister, Prakad

d 1o end the “go

tiefdom”™ over Prasar Rharaet and recast it oo the
Exttish Broadcasting Coepoation (BEC) model:
utoeotmous e adeinistracon, frev in editorial
Judgmment, and soconntabte so Pactiansent.

Twelve yesurs bater thal prontise nemsins
unfulfilled, The 138th episode of “Mam Ki faat”®,
breasdheest on Sepiemiber 27, X126, s only the
most visitde remimder that the stte still treats the
public atreaves as its own phnform.

Subas Bocker

Bdoe, Crioets bst
TV [IFTV), who hom
dataed palis
orene broedoming
e fhe 19904
Conmned of Jas
Prasar in 2000, e

oy fon should be “a 2»
Iu-h ~ Innenative, d-mmu‘ andd Bexible — with 3
hh‘h deyree nfcmﬁbﬁh , regonsible to the
people und to Parfiament, Nearly three decixdes
on, Pr.mr Wmirati & not thae body, s a
a ptece of the g of

lhu:n muammum«m-xm
constinution thae was meace to bock that ket in,
The primaey duny 1 0o organise paldic
Droesdesstiog servioes b infors, odeeate and
wwdertain, Section RNDE nequines the
corporstion to safeguand *the citizen's right to be
informed freedy, truthflly and objectively® and 1o

“a fair und balinced flow of eformacion

Brosdcasting Day 1o mark Gandhiji's onte AIR
broadcast, made n 1947 to two hikh refugees
Kurukshetra. The day fus since become
tokenssim, [n 2002 even that tokenism tumed Inw
farce when a Christin hymn sung by school
students wass sought 10 be dropped from the
comeemorative natonal Drosdcist.

The social contract &s stmple, The broadcaster
hias the right to speak freely, and in return & owes
the public accuracy, impartiality, and
dependence from bath the market and the
Mamistry. Nehsu's 1948 formula already drew thae
N palicy may be ses, the daily condoct of
broadcasting may noe be run as a gvernment
degartment. In 1995, justice P8, Sawane,
speaking for the Supresne Court i Secretary,
Miakstry of Isformation and Broadeading ve

;‘:;::;‘;::“’ Including contrasting views without advocating Cricket Association of Bengul, wet further.
Xha B ~ i) Servics Bosadoming | 2 Opinlon or ideulagy of its owar”. Alrwaves are public peoperty, b held, amd the

The Iy is sharp, The same politicnl dlass thie
Insokad the BEC &3 the semplate, Sitee socused &
ol a “continuing cobonkal mimbset” after it Wohecid
the documentary in 2023, “India The Modi
Question”. Froe Agwtl 2004 the BBC had w split
its tulian news operation o meet

foreign investmene rules

The deeper story Is older than the Emergency
I 1548, Rewvaharlad Nehnu sold the Constiruent
Assembly - then the coly msthangative Indiin
stmetnent om the Brckh modd - “my can vew
Of the set-u Tor Beoadoasting is fur we shaudd
Ipguosiemce, i D as puesible, 1o the Beitish
moded, the BHC, thiat §s 10 say, it would be betrer
we bod o seminnonomous corpostion under
the governiment, of course with the policy
controlled try the government, otherwise not
conducted as 3 government departmient.” Even
that cavest - “ntherwise not conducted as a
government degartment” - s not beens
Tonoured,

Mark Tully, Sormer BBC burvan chiel in Dl
put the sseme distinction suecinctly in a
oonversation in 2017 publc service broodcstng
“ts not the same s government broadeas™. 1t
rests on teo peinoples, be sid - that the
Sovernment ouist not iegerfere in the
broadcsster's aunanmy, and that peogranumes
st von b Juadged By commmercial met it slone
Withwoedt smonceny and freedom, e addiad, AT
Iodia Radio L.mmv! Decoste o beoadcaster for
lun(amm

The Emergency uf 1975 reduced All Inda Radin

Day, on Nowwreber 17

Praar Bharati

AL the Mingstry's mercy
A truncated corporation weas set up s thae it
cannot function mdependently of gorvermament
an—.nl»uml.! H amc 15 of the Act remarin

d Section 13 reg a b
parliamentary commmetee, elecied from both
Houses, 5o oversee Prasar Bharat on Parkament’y
bebali. No povernment has constaued it. Former
chiled executive fewhar Sircar has explitned why:
Minksters insks chat they slone are answerable
Partiarment and thesvdoro retaln the power 10
sutmnon AL s Doonbirshaes officials until they
succumb,

Sevriems 14 and 18 require 3 Broackcasting
Coundl 10 recefve complaines and guard political
Impartiabey. That Coundl bas pever been set up,
a0d It fulBowss that there & no system for edrarial
revress. The Board, meant 1o be pralessionally
s, has been filled wish pllabie
Irunressacrats, Oarm i of assets and stall was
never transfirrad. Without its covn fomd, the
Boserd remains at the Ministry's mercy, Section 23
still lews the Centre issue bindling directions on
whert sy or mary noe be broadcast,

noe. Nothing hagpened until July 2000,
when fagadish Upasane, who headed Blsrn
Prakashaes, pultlisher of Paochujanya and
Orgarsiser, was made chairmsn, Autimoomy was
compromised the moment it was anmounced. A
A2 mampower mxkk used the BRC s the

Cenmre must establish an Independent
autonomess public authority to control thear wee.
Public broadcasging is pot stute brosdessting,
That direction has s2ill nat been carried out.

There must be political will
\'nux nmklobrduruah-a.b knanm. ﬂu-
st be ¢
mv Board r\buik a8 0 professional body, and
g;hmr\

assets and staff transferred. The ry
courcil numed in the Act must be created,
fundng designed withoos govermment strings,
and Indlan Indormation Service officers remanved
from operational contral, The 1990 Act mast be
amended where practioe has exposed 45 trags,
None of this happens without political will,
The syndrame is Samiliar: autonomy = criticised
ot of power and loegotten in power. In Auguss
2026, the govermment todd the Lok Sabha that It
had received no foemal comphiings from
Jousrnali=as or medis bodies sbout €5 sutanoy in
the previous wear. The absence of Sled grievances
s noe evidence of independence. The
Brosdcastiog Councl pamed In the Act was never
creared, so there is nowhere foe such a complaine
b go.
The Chanda Coenmittee, appointed when
Indira Gandhi was Information and Broadessting
Mabster, conchuded in L%sxh: n psychological
transformsition = “ i the government's
approach to broadeastiog. Sixty years later that

(AIRY 3nd Docrdasshan to instruments of the remans 3 benchmark: alkmost half of Prsir Bsarati’s then : phos Neh

regime. After indira Gandhi's defeat, the Janaea pretender - 12 28 000 strong workdoroe sit i exgineering, Emmlx :::dnt:led m':nd o nm c;:l
government isked .G, Verghese 10 recummend years after a against a Ietle over 1078 at the BEC, while content " 3 inbeit nm The
aucnomy. His BECsnvie moded became a Sl in promse of stall were under 2008 agaiest sbout TOK. The M}: TRV AL ! P .th opeons
1979 (Prassar Bharatt E53t), but the Bill laped. A RBCsnvie numbers described & tracsmisshon maching, not before the people are two: approach the courts to
new wersion, inteoduced in 19689 & “a chartes of Ausononey. (e # Contunt aed Nows-Arivwn beoadcaster. enfiarce the Act and the Sswant direction, or wair
frendam® wnder Artiche 190000 of e ', : UNESOO's 2001 Sefinition I$ exactieg, Pubiic flar chee 2029 genwral dection and a Lok Sabha
Constitution, reveived assent in 1990 - 38 the vorparation breadomting is neither coommercial noe willing to turn Prasar Bharati from a government
Prasas Uhansi (Broadcasting Corporation of sill on stame-controlled: it speaks to overy citieen. Prasar Bantmaiden info a public servive broadcister
Todia) Act, 1990 — and was enforosd cly m 1947, ministerial Bharati Eails that best. In 2000 the government Vol thm ll nnulns mhx & has hu'n for nearky

Powe Costunem mont ol F¥hduncte ainch Mowsmree = sied dbos
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Prasar Bharati is Not a

Public Service Broadcaster @i

UGS (FEIT TRPR): 2014 § BBC ST WA & T1¢ & 12 F1e §1¢ W YR YRl Harerd & 3refi= - siffraw
& UG YRTE @1 81 83

cThe charge | SMRIY >

Sections never implemented v=

Sec 12 mandate | YRT
et YRy F=

12
» A“pretender?’, » Inform, educate,

I
mouthpiece of the SR entertain

government Sec 13 22-member a1, FRrem, aReH
m ¢RT 13 parliamentary
committee » Citizen’s right to be
» 2014 promise of BBC S AT Broadcasting Informed freely, truthfully,
model unfulfilled RT 14-15 Counf"_f(t)r objectively
BBC Hisd sl LSLERCCRI
_ o _ Sec 10 Independent _
» “Still on a ministerial recruitment » Balanced, contrasting
7 %I-RT 10 .
leash board views
HATAT Pl Tgl Sec 23 (in Centre can give '\qg'[%ﬁ[ ICEICd
~ —force) binding i g
Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | ‘EIRT 23 directions 39



ARTICLE 5 ¢ POLITY — MEDIA & GOVERNANCE | TeTa¥T - WifEan

Prasar Bharati is not a public broadcaster — in depth (1/2)
TR HRdl — faar 9 (1/2)

° 2021 manpower audit
PIH® ST
25,000 || ~50%
Total staff Engineering
(BBC ~10%)
<20% BBC
Content staff Benchmark
(BBC ~70%) HFD
et

» Board filled with pliable
bureaucrats

SRR

» Assets & staff never
transferred

ESIGE G
» No own fund —
depends on Ministry

3[UHT HIY 8t

J .

Class24

> 12 Nov (declared 2000)
12 Add}

» Marks Gandhiji’s only

AIR broadcast (1947,

Kurukshetra refugees)
TMiefsit T YqRoT

» Now seen as tokenism

NYATRedr

.
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ARTICLE 5 * POLITY — MEDIA & GOVERNANCE | YToToqa=T - Hifsar Class?24

Prasar Bharati is not a public broadcaster — in depth (2/2)
TR YRt — R A (2/2)
G Author’s reform roadmap | YR ART & ° Did you know’>?
» Nehru (1948): a semi-
~ ~ - autonomous corporation,
. . “not conducted as a
Form Professional Broadcasting Free funding AOFRET @ oy
committee Board Council Wad Py gove ent departme
affa a9mY IR dis ufug E RS
Sec 13 Transfer assets Complaints Amend Act > : -
2 15 e ittt e Mark Tully: public

broadcasting “is not the
same as government
broadcast”

HTdh Telt

\ J \_ J
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Prasar Bharati is not a public broadcaster — background (1/2)
TR URdl — YSYH (1/2)

BBC vs Prasar Bharati
B

@ UNESCO’s PSB test Mann Ki Baat | 0 DY

HIAP did

» Neither commercial > PM’s monthly radio talk
fergioren Bty nor state-controlled since 3 Oct 2014
Founded on  Royal Charter | 9 AP, 7 IRPRY 2014 9

SITYR 1990 Act

Main funding Licence fee | g Prin(_:iplgs: universality, » 138th episode: 27 Sep
g Govt grant + diversity, independence, 2026
e Z?‘S . distinctiveness 13841 TfUrS
ﬁ%é‘—ﬁog Mi(ri?stryl (I1&B) aR ﬁlm » Cited as state use of
» Speaks to every public airwaves
citizen TIHRI ST

Y ARG

. J \_ J g
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Class24

Prasar Bharati is not a public broadcaster — background (2/2)

TR HRdl — J8YA (2/2)

@ Who runs public broadcasting | AT

©Q-0-0-0

st

1&B Ministry Prasar Bharati Akashvani Doordarshan
CCRIKEIGD TR YRl (AIR)
Policy Statutory body Radio TV, Free Dish
Hifd CUIECH e did

@ Committees on media
autonomy
gfafaar

» Verghese (1978) —
“Akash Bharati” model

ittt FfHfd

» Joshi Working Group

(1985) — Indian personality
for TV
SRR

» Sam Pitroda
Committee (2014) —
reform

fo=er afafa

.
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Prasar Bharati is not a public broadcaster — Map & Diagram
TR HRdl — AFRA 9 3RE

Read the visual

EECIREE

» From AIR (1936) to the
Act in 1990

Public broadcasting in India: the long road to “autonomy”

1936 1966 1990 a——
Ihdian State Broad- dhanda Committed: ﬁ'
tasting - All Indig “psychological Prasar Bharati Act Act finally AIR \}I I %I Iﬁ JH dh
Radio transformation” passed (Art 19(1)(a)) enforced

» Act enforced only in

‘ ‘ ’ 1 | ‘ 1997 i
T $ 2 T 1997 H @
, - - » Emergency made AIR
. o ous & DD regime tools
Erpergency: AIR & DD SC: airwaves are &m

(?:?I:ga:::::‘h::g‘t':) r?::t:::e':gm public property
» 1995 SC: airwaves are
public property

g a
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Irmersemional Crmuoad Court wins  Caseabios Soansd aliy siroog A Fhods spwoocks 10 Nt WHO - San R sounod Tairly Tkt
U ehghs portae comid LS sancrkoes 70 moggriend (peakee strbees They ol warms of tospsiey ouhecok w00 sans sty Sow call in vears

Russia says 808 drones downed; French authorities seek to
poun ds Ukraine with missiles ban or curb new protests

P
h onhanl s wdn ol n N hdnn caals e @ Buer fanes snebng gieie laklng cens el o B
Tl SR A CHY Y AR s Sk e D s Y N A s e v

Albanian MPs scuffle in parliament  ®scgie e
as students continue their protests

7 tankers hit in Strait 4 Ce reports iirst human case ol American detained in
of Hormuz, savs Iran

iock virus Shamonda as man dies | Russiaarrives in US,

A Vv e

Rl :

THE HINDU e« 22 OCT 2026

Page 14 - World
Us 14 - fay
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Articles covered from this page | 9 U¥ 3 fore U ke

G First human Shamonda case | THiST arRd
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ARTICLE 8 ¢ SCIENCE & TECH — HEALTH | ﬁsrr—r-wma

France: first human Shamonda virus case

THIST IravH

Daily Current Affairs

France reports first human case of
livestock virus Shamonda as man dies

Reuters
PARIS

France on Thursday re-
ported the first human
case of the Shamonda vi-
rus, usually found in lives-
tock, in a patient who later
died, with authorities ad-
ding there was no risk to
the general population at
this stage.

Transmitted by biting
midges and most common-
ly found in cattle, Shamon-
da has also been found in
horses, sheep and goats.

“The European Centre
for Disease Prevention and

T Dokt 3o : e § S

Control is carefully moni-
toring the situation after
the French authorities an-
nounced the first ever re-
ported human infection

23 October 2026  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

A representative image of cattle. GETTY IMAGES

with Shamonda virus, a
disease that has until now
only affected animals,” the
Stockholm-based ECDC
said in a statement.

“ECDC s in contact with
the French authorities and
European partners to in-
vestigate the potential pu-
blic health implications,” it
said. “Investigations into
whether the virus caused
or contributed to the pa-
tient’s death and how the
infection was acquired are
ongoing.”

The French announce-
ment said the leading hy-
pothesis was that the pa-
tient was infected in
eastern France, where the
virus had circulated among
animals this spring and
summer.

Class24
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ARTICLE 8 ¢ SCIENCE & TECH — HEALTH | ﬁsrr—r-wmn

France Reports First Human Case of
Livestock Virus Shamonda as Man Dies

mﬁmeﬁﬁ%gaﬁmﬁmmmmmm-nﬂﬁﬁﬁmaﬁ‘wﬁﬁ%mmmaﬁ

e glfrffl\mal response ﬁi‘) e When | &4 ror

3t dig et

What happened | T

goll

» First-ever human
Infection reported

g dl HId HITHAT
» Patient later died

TR o1 Hid

» Probe: did the virus
cause the death?

EIEESIn|

\_

J

.

» ECDC (Stockholm)
monitoring

ECDC

» Working with French &
European partners

it wTSeR

> No risk to general
population now

DS I Wl Tl

\

Class24

Z0o0onosis

TR T

» Virus circulated in
animals this spring &
summer

JAI-THI
» How the man got
Infected: still unknown

|l ST
» Announced Thursday, 22
Oct

22 3ageR

J
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ARTICLE 8 ¢ SCIENCE & TECH — HEALTH | ﬁﬁﬁ—w

France: first human Shamonda virus case — in depth (1/2)

e One Health | el X

AT IR — AR A (172)

Why midge diseases spread mT

Class24

° Zgonoses in numbers

~60% || ~75%
Known Of emerging
infections are diseases
zoonotic Wﬁ'ﬂ
BIE]
1924 2005
OIE (now ECDC set up
WOAH) ECDC
founded
JYTYAT

.

» Warmer climate
lengthens vector season

TH Saaryg
» Vectors move north in
Europe

3TN B 3R

» Example: Bluetongue
outbreaks

LT

J

.

» Human + animal +
environment health
together

HJHY WY

» India; National

Institute of One Health,

Nagpur
ATYR

» Joint survelillance of
vets & doctors

TSgad AR
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SCIENCE & TECH — HEALTH | ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁ—w

ARTICLE 8 -

Class24

France: first human Shamonda virus case — in depth (2/2)

AT IR — AR A (2/2)

G Outbreak response chain | W q ufafear

0-06-0-0

Detect Conflrm Notify Control vector
Ugdld GCRL

Clinic Lab test ECDC /WHO Midges
3Tl TANTRITC WHO foret

.

Did you know’>
5 QO e

» Shamonda was first
Isolated from cattle in
Nigeria (1965)

1965

> Midges are tiny flies —

often called “no-see-ums”

3[EXY HaG!
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France: first human Shamonda virus case — background (1/2)
THIST arRE — YSYH (1/2)

%ﬁ&:ﬁs{e;%g\eir vectors o @ The Quadrlpartlte @ JFuanr:lpoSunlal AU :{:

> WHO — human health » Nipah — fruit bats
s WHO (Kerala)
Malaria Anopheles _ ﬁ.q.l.g
Hafan mosquito » WOAH — animal health
é)ﬁngue Aedes WOAH » H5N1 — birds
it

BI S » FAO + UNEP — food & TS WY,

uetongue Culicoides :
T midges environment » SARS-CoV-2 -
KED ok FAO, UNEP suspected bat origin
FER e Hifas-19
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France: first human Shamonda virus case — background (2/2)
THIST arRE — YSYH (2/2)

@ How a spillover happens | T GIGE Pr 7Y

India’s livestock alerts

YR |

> Lumpy skin disease
- - - (2022) — mass cattle
deaths

Reservoir Vector Human case Spread? ?I'Ftﬂ ﬁ'lT
HSR dqIgP HEG TIR?
» KFD in Karnataka
Animals Insect bite Exposure Only if adapted forests
BRI dic BSIED 3Ipa AR

» IDSP — disease
surveillance programme
IDSP

.
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France: first human Shamonda virus case — Map & Diagram
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First human Shamonda case - France
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How Shamonda virus spreads

(Culicoides)

Biting midges
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Livestock Human
cattle, sheep,

goats, horses Oct 2026)

(first ever case,

Not spread person-to-person * No general
population risk (ECDC) * Same family as
Schmallenberg virus (Simbu group)
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Read the visual
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» Infection likely in
eastern France
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» Spread by biting
midges
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» Animal hosts: cattle,
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» Kin of Schmallenberg
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Journalists vs influencers
PR I TUIUEAR

Govtforparametersto
distinguish between
journalists, influencers

Vikas Pathak
New Delht, October 22

CONCERNEDOVER the fallow
of countless reeds generated dur-
ing the Gen Z protests over the
fast three months in the Capital
and elsewhere, the government
is considering setting par-
ameterstodistinguish bona fide
digital journalists from in
fluencerswhosee themselves as
journalists, The Indian Express
haslearnt.

While the discussions are in
early stages, some ideas under
consideration include drawing
up parameters like journalism
being the primary source of in-
come for the influencer, You-
Tube channel or portad claiming
to be engaged In the profession,
and a basic level of following for
them tobe considered practising
journalists,

The govemment's concems
arose In the last three months,
since July protests by the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) against
NEET-UG paper leak, when In-
fluencers made multiple videos
from protest sites, coined slo-
gansand shot videes of polloe ac-
ton on protesters,

Daily Current Affairs « 23 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Videos were also clreulated
when detentions happened a
few days ago at Jantar Mantar
and other sites, where some of
the detainees insisted they were
journalists and were being
stopped from doing their work.

“This can also create a situ-
ation where bona fide journalists
can feel they are facing restric-
tions because influencers in
large numbers are posing as
journalists, and often have some
kind of an ID card tobolster their
claim.” said a source.

One proposal in official
circlesisto run accreditation re-
quests in digital space through
parameters they see as distin-
guishing between influencers
and bona fide journalists. The -
tionale: not everyone catryinga
camera and moblle phone Isa
bona fide journalist. and privi-
leges that are enjoyed on ac-
countof thedr calling should not
beautomatically extended tothe
former category of people.

"Everyone enjoys the basic
rights of a citizen, However, re-
stricthons can be placed on what
they filmorwherethey go, asper
the Law, The ddea Is that any ad-
ditional access that journalisss

enjoy could well be limited to
only those who are accepted as
bona fide journalists as per ra-
tionally defined criteria” a
source said,

What has changed the scen-
ario, us far as authorities are con-
cerned, isthe sudden explosion
of reels on social media, some
thing very different from TV as
well as print media news. Many
videas recently went viral, lead-
ingtoa perception that there was
a groundswell of anger against
the government, and also that
the pelice tried to suppress the
protesters with a heavy hand.
There were alsovideos of young-
sters using cuss words — some-
thing that was flageed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modl in one
of his videos released after the
CaP-Jed protests were called off,

The videos circulared by stu-
dent protesters and Influencers
created a negative global percep-
tion of the government’s hand-
lingofthe protests, and rendered
much of TV mediz ineffective,
sald sources. it is these videos
that have set the government
thinking about how to combsat
this new kind of challenge, the
sources said
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70



ARTICLE 9 ¢ POLITY — MEDIA & RIGHTS | TSToda®yT - HifSaT 9 Sfeer

Govt for Parameters to Distinguish
between Journalists, Influencers
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ﬁe;m%m' T FA R AR FIE 8 e SR

° Ideas on the table ;E e Trigger | BROT *

» Journalism as primary
Income

HQT 31
» Channel/portal claims to
be in journalism

» Reels from Gen Z
protests (3 months)

Gen Z faRIy

» CJP protests over NEET-
UG paper leak

Class24

Govt’s logic
DR BT D

> “Not everyone with a
camera & phoneis a
journalist”

& BIS TIPSR T8l

» Journalists’ privileges

U= TR A shouldn’t extend
» A basic level of » Detainees at Jantar autﬁomaatlﬁcally
following Mantar claimed to be
WW@%‘H journalists » Use parameters for
| J | SIdY-HY accreditation requests

——J Media regulation
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Journalists vs influencers — in depth (1/2)
TASR 91 SHUER — faar A (1/2)

° Concern for real journalists @

4ala

» May face restrictions

due to fake claimants
PIGGL

» Influencers carry ID

cards to bolster claims

Uedi+d ud

» Basic citizen rights stay
for all

ANTR® fUFR

.

J

For Against
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.

> Viral clips built
perception of anger &
police high-handedness

YR

» Hurt global image of
the government

afye ofa

» Made much of TV
media ineffective

JHdt S R

Credibility &
accountability
Curbs

misinformatio
n

Protects real
reporters
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Who decides
“‘journalist™?

Chills citizen
journalism

Hits
freelancers,
small outlets
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Journalists vs influencers —in depth (2/2)
TASR 14 SHUERR — faar A (2/2)

a How central accreditation works | HIRIdI SIER

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» PIB’'s 2022
accreditation guidelines

allow cancellation for acts

Apply Commlttee PIB card Access : :
PIB TS against security,

sovereignty

To PJﬁB Central Press Accredited Govt events 2022 |32II|EI§!ZI

itati HIdT IRBRI HRIHH i ;

i Accrcef,fgt'on » India ranked 151/180 in
RSF Press Freedom Index
2025
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Journalists vs influencers — background (1/2)
UAPR T9TH TR — YA (1/2)

Landmark press-freedom

cases

Romesh

Thappar (1950)
YTqY

Sakal Papers
(1962)
HbTcd

Bennett
Coleman
1973)

Indian Express
(1985)

\g%'qqmﬂw

Case Held
HTHAT faofg

Free press part
of free speech

Price-page
curbs struck
down

Newsprint quota
invalid

Taxes can't
choke press

J

@ Art 19(2) — limits ® @ Defamation law |
ufeey I

» Sovereignty &
Integrity, security of State

TUYH T, &t

» Public order, decency,
morality

AP gaYT

» Defamation, contempt
of court, incitement
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» Subramanian Swamy
(2016) — criminal
defamation upheld
gIHUGH FrHt
» Now BNS Sec 356
(was IPC 499)
BNS YIRT 356

» Often used against
journalists

JADPR
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Journalists vs influencers — background (2/2)
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» 2023 IT Rules let govt
FCU tag “fake” news

2023 IYH

» Bombay HC (Sep
2024) struck it down
qIF HC

» Case: Kunal Kamra &
others
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Journalists vs influencers — Map & Diagram

TAPR T9TH FUUAR — T 9 39

Who regulates which media in India

“ e

Social media
influencers

IT Rules 2021 -
MIB code of ethics,
3-tier grievance

Cable TV Networks Act
1995 + NBDSA
(self-regulation)

Press Council of India
(statutory, 1978 Act)

IT Rules (platform duty)
+ CCPA endorsement
guidelines (2022)

the Constitution has no separate “press” article

Common base: Art 19(1)(a) - press freedom is read into free speech;
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Read the visual
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» Print —» Press Council

of India
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» TV — Cable TV Act +

NBDSA
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» Digital news — IT

Rules 2021
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» All rest on Art 19(1)(a)
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Nepal first to get loss & damage funds
UTA B Ugel! HeTIdl

© ‘FUND FOR RESPONDING TO LOSS AND DAMAGE’, CREATED ON DEMANDS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, TO SET ASIDE $20 MILLION FOR NEPAL

Daily Current Affairs

Nepal becomes first beneficiary of global funding for loss & damage

Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, October 22

ANEWLY-created international
climate fund that seeks to pro-
vide financial assistancetocoun-
triesaffected by climatedisasters
decided on Thursday toearmark
US $20 million for Nepal to help
it recover from the devastating
flash floods in August, making it
the first beneficiary of interna-
tional funding for loss and dam-
age-along-pending demand of
developing countries.

The Fund for Responding to
Loss and Damage (FRLD), cre-
ated in 2022, convened an
emergency board meeting on
Thursday at the request of Nepal
and several other developing

countries. The Board decided to
“provisionally set aside” a sum
of $20 million for Nepal.

Nepal has been asked to
make a formal application fora
funding request which will be
considered at the Board’s next
meeting in December.

Accordingto Nepal govern-
ment’s estimates, the econ-
omic loss and damage from
the floods was at least $2.69 bil-
lion, with initial recovery and
reconstruction needs pegged
at a minimum of $4.71 billion.

What the FRLD board has
approved for Nepalis, therefore,
less than one per cent of the as-
sessed requirement, but $20 mil-
lion is the largest amount that
canbeapproved by the FRLD for

epaperindianexpress.com pums BN
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Drone view shows mud-covered
buildings after flash floods in
Devighat, Nepal. riLe

any single event right now.
Nepal was devastated by
massive floods following a rock
and ice avalanche on August 26
in the northeastern district of
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Nepal first to get loss & damage funds
UTA B Ugel! HeTIdl

Daily Current Affairs

Rasua. The incident, which has
been scientifically assessed to
have been a result of climate
change induced processes,
killed more than 1,300 people,
and over 5,000 people are still
known to be missing, according
to Nepal government sources.
Itwasthe kind of incident for
which the FRLD was created on
the demands of developing
countries, particularly smalland
least developed nations, which
are most vulnerable to impacts
of climate change, and have least
resources to deal with these.
Afteroveradecade andahalf
of negotiations, the FRLD was
created at the COP27 meetingin
Sharm-el Shaikh in Egypt in
2022, and was operationalised at

COP28 in Dubai the following
year with the announcement of
the first round of pledges.

Asof Junethisyear, the FRLD
had received 176 funding re-
quests from 119 countries for a
total sumof $2.8 billion. Thesere-
quests are still being processed
and areexpected tobe decided at
the scheduled board meeting in
December. Following the flood-
ing event in August, Nepal had
requested immediate support.

While countries can submit
multiple requests for different
incidents, each of these re-
quests have to be between $5
million and $20 million.

The provisional approval for
Nepal is being seen as a small
but significant step forward in

operationalising the interna-
tional loss and damage frame-
workinwhich small and vulner-
able countries are ableto access
some financial assistance to
deal with climate disasters.
“The FRLD hastaken aland-
mark operational step by provi-
sionally allocating $20 million
for reconstruction in Nepal fol-
lowing GLOF event. But the
fundingislessthan 0.5 percent
of Nepal’s estimated $5 billion
reconstruction costs, and would
be released only after Nepal
clears further bureaucratic pro-
ject proposals, risking adelayto
relief amid an ongoing struc-
tural crisis,” Ajay Mathur,
former director-general of In-
ternational Solar Alliance, said.

23 October 2026  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Nepal Becomes First Beneficiary of

Global Funding for Loss & Damage
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Climate justice
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Nepal first to get loss & damage funds — in depth (1/2)
YT &1 Ugelt Hegradl — fawR | (1/2)
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» Small & least
developed nations
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» Most vulnerable to
climate impacts

T SRIRfard

» Have least resources
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Nepal first to get loss & damage funds — in depth (2/2)
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Nepal first to get loss & damage funds — background (1/2)
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» GEF (1991)
GEF

» Green Climate Fund
(2010, Songdo, S. Korea)
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» Adaptation Fund
(Kyoto Protocol)
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Nepal first to get loss & damage funds — background (2/2)
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Nepal first to get loss & damage funds — Map & Diagram
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Nepal's August 2026 floods
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Need vs help: < 1% covered
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Read the visual
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Jio IPO: record ¥7-lakh-crore bids

fora 1po s

ISSUE SUBSCRIBED 22X; RETAIL PORTION NEARLY 3X

Jio smashes IPO records
with ¥7-lakh-crore bids

Mumbai, October 23

KUSHAN SHAH HISTORIC ISSUE Jio Platforms I1PO - Day 3 details

JIO PLATFORMS® INITIAL pub
lic offering (1PO) closed on Fri-
day with bids worth over
¥7 lakh crore, including the
anchor book, the highest ever
in the history of Indian capital
markets, according to data
from Prime Database.

India’s largest [PO was sub
scribed 22,2 times, with
investors bidding for 4.38 bil
lion shares during the three
day subscription period. The
overwhelming response was
driven by institutional
investors, whose bids exceeded
the sharesreserved forthem by
more than 70 times,

The qualified institutional
buyers{QIB) portion emergedas
the star of the issue, attracting
bids for 3.46 billion shares
against 49 million shares on
offer. The segment was sub
scribed 70.6 times, reflecting
strong demand from both
domestic and overseas institu

®Fastest mFirst globally
megalPO | toreceive more
togetfully | than10 million
subscribed | applications

Investor categery Subscrigtion {in times) Value (t crore®)
Qualified inztitutiocal buyers. 70,558 00 v e e e 386901
Non-ratitutional investors 14,00 914 57,109
Retak indhidusl investors. 2,72 1 25,867
Employees 293 1,538
Shareholdars 760 ¢ 19,000

2219 0% 490415

*ut bighet price band of 01170 pey shaes: ot Tprre Souses NSE

mindia's largest | wBiggestpublic | ®Saw record investor
IPO, with a issue comprising | demand, with bids
total size of entirely fresh | worth over 27 lakh cr,

| 830213crore | shares

including anchor book

tions. Foreign institutional
investors (Flls) bid for 1.23 bil
lion shares, while domestic
financial institutionsaccounted
for another 1.36 billion shares,
Retail investors, too,
stepped up their participation
on the final day. The retail por
tion, which was subscribed
around 1.5 times at the end of
Thursday, closed with 2.72x

Daily Current Affairs « 24 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

subscription. Individual
investors bid for 231.2 million
shares against 85.04 million
sharesreserved for them,
Demand was equally robust
among non-institutional
investors (N1Is), whose portion
was subscribed nearly 14x.The
category attracted bids for
509.80 million shares against
36.44 million shares on offer.

Within this segment, investors
placing bids above 10 lakh
showed strong interest. The cat-
egory was subscribed 15.9
times, with bids for 386 million
shares against 24.29 million
shares on offer. High net-worth
individuals (HNIs) accounted
for 343.64 million shares,

Continued on Page 7
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Jio IPO: record ¥7-lakh-crore bids

fora 1po s

Jio scripts IPO historywith
X7-Lcrbids,subscribed 22x

THE SMALLER NII category,
covering applications
between ¥2 lakh and %10
lakh, was subscribed 10.2
times. It received bids for
124.2 million shares against
12.15 million shares reserved
for this category. HNIs
accounted for 120.85 million
shares in this segment.

The enthusiasm extended
to employees and existing
shareholders. The employee
quota was subscribed 2.93
times, attracting bids for
13.74 million shares against
4.69 million shares on offer.
The shareholder reservation
portion drew bids for 169.80
million shares against 22.34

alexpresscommdd @

million shares available,
translating into a subscrip-
tion of 7.6 times.

The final-day surge
marked a sharp acceleration
indemand after theissue was
subscribed 5.6 times at the
end of the second day. Insti-
tutional participation pro-
vided the biggest boost,while
retail and wealthy investors
added to the momentum.

With the subscription
process complete, attention
shifts to allotment and the
stock market debut.

Shares are scheduled tobe
credited to the demat
accounts of successful appli-
cants on October 27,ahead of
the company’s listing on the
stock exchanges on
October 28.

New Delhi iy )
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Jio IPO: record ¥7-lakh-crore bids

fora 1po s

Jio IPO fires up market,
subscribed 22 times over
as it draws record bids

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 23

JIO PLATFORMS’ mega initial
public offering (IPO), which
closed Friday, has rewritten the
record books of India’s capital
market, drawing bids worth
over Rs4.90 lakh crore, the big-
gest-ever investor responsetoa
publicissuein the country, To-
gether with anchor book sub-
scription, the worth of the bids
mounted to Rs 74 lakh crore.

The Rs 30,213-crore offering
wassubscribed 22.19 times, sig-
nalling a massive appetite for
sharesofthe telecom-to-digital
conglomerate.

The frenzy was led by insti-
tutional investors, with quali-
fied institutional buyers (QIBs)

Daily Current Affairs « 24 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Akash Ambani, Managing
Director of Jio Platforms. reurers

bidding for 70.55 times theiral-
lotted quota on the closing day
of the IPO, according to stock
exchange data.

The non-institutional inves-
tor segment was subscribed 14
times, while retail investors bid
2.72 times their quota and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Class24



ARTICLE 1 « ECONOMY — CAPITAL MARKETS | 31oqa®iT - Uoit §T9IR

Jio IPO: record ¥7-lakh-crore bids

fora 1po s
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JioIPO
employees 2.93 times. Against
19.75 crore shares on offer, in-
vestors put in bids for 438.26
crore shares, committing Rs
490 lakh crore attheupperend
ofthe Rs1,065-1,119 price band.
It had earlier attracted bids
worth Rs 2.5 lakh crore in the
anchor quota.

The final IPO price is set to
be fixed at the upper end of the
priceband of Rs 1,119 pershare,
according to investment
bankers. While the shares are
expected tobelisted on the BSE
and the NSE on October 28, the
company is likely to witness a
market capitalisation of over Rs
10 lakh crore, bringing it tothe
top five league in valuation,
analysts said.

The issue comprised 27
crore fresh equity shares. The
company planstouse Rs 27,500
crore of the proceeds to repay

debt, with the remaining funds
intended for general corporate
purposes, subject to the stated
limits.

The IPO has drawn un-
precedented institutional inter-
est, with demand for its Rs
8,110-crore anchor book ex-
ceeding 30 times the amount
on offer and aggregate institu-
tional demand touching nearly
Rs 2.5 lakh crore. There was
strong response from global
asset managers, sovereign
wealth funds, domestic mutual
funds, insurers and pension
funds.

The Jio IPO mobilised the
funds at a time when the stock
markets were reeling under a
host of problems including
high crude oil prices, rising in-
flation, bond yields and high
interest rates. The Sensex had
lost nearly 15 per centin the cal-
endar year 2026.

The IPO of Jio Platforms has
been one of the most closely
watched developments in In-
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dia’s capital markets, largely
because of the company’s
dominant position in telecom-
munications and its rapidly ex-
panding digital ecosystem.
Since its launch in 2016, Jio
transformed the Indian tele-
com sector through aggressive
pricing, widespread 4G and 5G
adoption and large-scale in-
vestments in network infra-
structure.

Jio has over 524 million sub-
scribers across India. Jio's net-
work leadership in SG con-
tinued to attract subscribers
with a total 5G subscriber base
reaching 268 million as of
March 2026. Customer engage-
ment also remains robust with
SG now accounting for 55% of
total wireless traffic, the com-
pany said.

The company had earlier at-
tracted billions of dollars in in-
vestments from global technol-
ogy majors like Meta Platform,
Google and Intel in 2020. The
fundraising exercise broughtin

strategic investors who valued
the business at levels that
placed it among India’s most
valuable unlisted companies.
Metainvested $5.7 billiontoac-
quire its 998 per cent stake in
Jioin 2020.

Amonglarge IPOsinthe last
two years, Hyundai raised Rs
27,870 crore through its IPO in
October 2024, surpassing the
Rs21,008-croreissue of Life In-
surance Corporation of India
(LIC) in 2022. The National
Stock Exchange (NSE) mobi-
lised Rs 22,561 crore through an
offer for sale recently. Other
landmark offerings include
Paytm’s Rs 18,300-crore [IPO in
2021 and Coal India’s Rs 15475-
crore issue in 2010. Reliance
Power raised around Rs 11,500
crore through its IPO in 2008.

Ahead of the company’s
[PO, managing director Akash
Ambani said the company is
looking to tap a significant
share of India’s expanding digi-
tal economy.
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Jio Smashes IPO Records
with T7-lakh-crore Bids
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» 27 crore fresh shares
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» 27,500 cr to repay
debt

Bl BT

» Rest for general
corporate purposes
T 3e]4

3

Daily Current Affairs « 24 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

10



ARTICLE 1 « ECONOMY — CAPITAL MARKETS | ﬂmﬂ—ﬁw

Jio IPO: record X7-lakh-crore bids — in depth (1/2)
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Jio IPO: record X7-lakh-crore bids — in depth (2/2)
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» Meta paid $5.7 bn for
9.98% of Jio in 2020
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» Reliance Power’s 2008
IPO (~X11,500 cr) was
once India’s biggest
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Jio IPO: record X7-lakh-crore bids — background (1/2)
forar 1po fris — gRYf (1/2)
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Jio IPO: record X7-lakh-crore bids — background (2/2)
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Jio IPO: record X7-lakh-crore bids — Map & Diagram
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Who bid how much - times subscribed India’s biggest share sales by size

QIBs 70.55x Jlo (2026) 30,213 cr

Hyundai

(2024) 27,870 cr
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Shareholders . 7.6x
Employees il 2.93x
Paytm (2021) 18,300 cr

Coal Indla
Overall 22.19x% (2010)

Retall 2.72x ¥15,475 cr
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7.0 quake in Tibet kills 16

fossa d Y&y

Search on for survivors after deadly
quake in China’s Tibet region Kkills 16

Associated Press
BEIJING

Rescuers combed through
a remote area in the Chi-
nese region of Tibet on Fri-
day after a magnitude 7
earthquake that killed at
least 16 people, injuring 76
and collapsing hundreds of
homes, according to Chi-
nese state media.

The disaster struck Nag-
qu, a city north of Tibet’s
capital Lhasa that’s some
4,800 metres above sea le-
vel, on Thursday. At least
339 homes collapsed, and
officials were concerned
about building collapses
from aftershocks, as well as
casualties from rockslides.

CM ¢
K

In the aftermath: A drone photo shows damaged houses after a
quake struck Nagqu in China's Tibet autonomous region. AP

More than 5,000 people
from three local counties
were deployed for rescue
efforts. As of Friday after-
noon, rescuers had done
three rounds of searches,
said Dunzhu, the acting
Mayor of Nagqu city.
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The U.S. Geological Sur-
vey said the quake oc-
curred at 10:33 p.m. local
time on Thursday, with its
epicentre 191 kilometres
east-northeast of Nagqu.

The U.S. agency record-
ed at least seven after-

shocks with magnitude
between 4.3 and 5.2.

‘All-out efforts’

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing called for all-out efforts
in rescue operations and
medical relief work on Fri-
day morning.

Mr. Xi said the tremor
caused “significant casual-
ties” and took place at a
“high-altitude location” in
cold weather.

“(We) must go all-out to
carry out search and res-
cue operations and do our
utmost to treat the injured,
S0 as to minimise casual-
ties,” Xinhua quoted Mr. Xi
as saying.

(With inputs from AFP)
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Search on for Survivors after Deadly
Quake in China’s Tibet Region Kills 16
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7.0 quake in Tibet kills 16 — in depth (1/2)
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7.0 quake in Tibet kills 16 — in depth (2/2)
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7.0 quake in Tibet kills 16 — background (1/2)
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7.0 quake in Tibet kills 16 — background (2/2)
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7.0 quake in Tibet kills 16 — Map & Diagram
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Oskar Klein medal for Ashoke Sen
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Oskar Klein medal for physicist Ashoke Sen,
first Indian to be honoured with top prize

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 23

NOTED PHYSICIST Ashoke
Sen has been awarded the pres-
tigious Oskar Klein medal, one
of the highest honoursin theor-
etical physics, the Bengaluru-
based International Centre for
Theoretical Sciences (ICTS),
where Sen is a professor, an-
nounced.

A decorated scientist, Sen
is the first Indian to win this
medal, awarded every year
since 1988 by the Stockholm
University and the Nobel
Committee for Physics of the
Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences.

Known for his work on
string theory, Sen has earlier
been awarded the Dirac medal

express.com pums Bl
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as well as the Breakthrough
Prize in Fundamental Physics,
both very prestigious honours,

String theory is one of main
efforts to bridge the inconsist-
encies between quantum the-
ory and gravitation, in an at-
tempt to find a new grand
unified theory of physics that
can explain the behaviour of all
particles and forces at every
scale, from tiny subatomic par-
ticles to large galaxies.

“Prof Sen, an ICTS-Infosys
Madhava Chair Professor, is in-
ternationally recognized for his
pioneering work on S-duality,
the precision counting black
hole entropy and string field
theory, all of which have
helped shape modern string
theory,” ICTS said in its an-
nouncement.

Ashoke Sen

Aspartoftheaward, Sen de-
livered a lecture titled ‘Gravity
from Strings and Strings from
Gravity’ at the Stockholm Uni-
versity on Thursday, ICTS said.

The Oskar Klein medal is
the latest in a string of top
physics honours for Indian
scientists in the last few years.

Earlier this year, theoretical
physicist Deepak Dhar had
been named as the winner of
the Dirac medal, making him
the second Indian, after Sen, to
win this prize.

A few years ago, he was
also awarded with the Boltz-
mann Medal, another top
prize in physics. Heisthe only
Indian to win both the Dirac
Medal as well as the Boltz-
mann Medal.

Last year, Professor Jain-
endra Jain, an Indian-origin
American physicist who is as-
sociated with multiple institu-
tions in India, was named one
ofthe winners of the Wolf Prize.
These are all some of the most
prestigious honours in physics,
considered just below the
Nobel Prize.
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Oskar Klein Medal for Physicist Ashoke Sen,

First Indian Honoured with Top Prize
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Oskar Klein medal for Ashoke Sen — in depth (1/2)
MNP I B I — R & (1/2)

Key ideas simplified :
e e & : [ ] GWhy it matters | Hgd W

» Deepak Dhar — » Global stamp on Indian
REY 2wl Boltzmann & Dirac basic science
tron wea . : :
S-duality Pl medals; only Indian with o fagm™
-Gl ;’ri]e""s of one bogw - > Inspires students in
Black-hole ij;)t/ing a theoretical physics
e s e » Jainendra Jain — Wolf PRy
il hidden states Fll) > Shows strength of
String field Full maths of aﬁa aq ICTS TIFR HRI
theor interactin : _ . :
%qgaﬁ strings J > Prizes seen as just IJRYTH
below the Nobel
T4 & dT¢

. J . J g J

Daily Current Affairs * 24 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 27



ARTICLE 3 ¢ SCIENCE & TECH — AWARDS | ﬁ'ﬂﬂ—w

Oskar Klein medal for Ashoke Sen — in depth (2/2)
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» Sen got the Padma
Bhushan (2013)

<l YT
» Oskar Klein proposed
the “extra dimension” idea
(Kaluza—KIlein) used in

string theory
S{TATH
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Oskar Klein medal for Ashoke Sen — background (1/2)
3P A B I — YEY (1/2)

Top physics honours @ India’s physics Nobel @ Indian science prizes
T [REHR 4 uﬂ?ﬁuﬁ%a e YR RIDR

» C.V. Raman — 1930, » Rashtriya Vigyan

PR > IqCaT'EP" - Raman effect Puraskar (since 2024)

Dirac Meda , Trieste

i (ta LIRSS P fag— R

Boltzmann IUPAP » S. Chandrasekhar — » Top tier: Vigyan Ratna

Medal (statistical 1983, star structure fagm=

e physics) TG =

Breakthrouah » Replaced many older
9N $3 mn; tech : .

Prize founders » 28 Feb — National awards incl. Bhatnagar

Sy Science Day (Raman YTANR

Wolf Prize \Ii\(/)OulLdation effect)

g Israel Iai” | Iaau

. J \_ J g J
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Oskar Klein medal for Ashoke Sen — background (2/2)
3P A B I — YEYF (2/2)

@ From Einstein to strings | Gﬂ'{\‘?l%?ﬁ@TW Pr 7Y

» Join gravity with
g @ g & g quantum physics

1915 1920s 1970s 1980s+ PIET RIS
1915 1920 1970 1980 » What are dark matter &
dark energy?
®icH » What happens inside a
blaék$ hél?e[?

\ J \_ J
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Oskar Klein medal for Ashoke Sen — Map & Diagram
3RMP T B G — AR T IR
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What string theory tries to unite Indian physicists’ recent top honours
‘ 2012 Ashoke Sen - Breakthrough Prize
Gravity Electroma
gnetism

(Gf::e':s' oy Light, electricity

P 8 @ 2014 Ashoke Sen - Dirac Medal (ICTP)
‘ 2022 Deepak Dhar - Boltzmann Medal

Weak force Strong force

Radioactive decay Holds nuclei -

@ 2025 Jainendra Jain - Wolf Prize

\ x . 2026 Deepak Dhar - Dirac Medal

One framework: tiny vibrating “strings”
(“theory of everything"”) ’ 2026 Ashoke Sen - Oskar Klein Medal

-

Read the visual

EECIREE

» String theory aims to
unite all four forces

CIRC]

» Bridges quantum
theory & gravity

PIcH + [>cd

» Timeline of Indian
physicists’ top honours
JHA

» Sen leads with
Breakthrough, Dirac,
Oskar Klein

MM A9
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Legislative Councils: debate & role

Ay ulRue

e POLITY

Class24

The debates around Legislative Councils, their functions today

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, October23

ELECTIONS TO 28 seats across the Legis-
lative Councils of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Ma-
harashtra and Karnataka were held on Fri-
day, with results to be declared next week.

Unlike state polls, not every adult
citizen can vote for Members of Legislative
Councils (MLCs). Not all states have Legis-
lative Councils, either.

What are Legislative Councils?
JustastheIndian Union hasabicameral
legislature, comprising the Lok Sabha and
RajyaSabha, some states have a Legislative
Assembly and a Legislative Council. Six
states —the four mentioned earlier plus Te-
langana and Andhra Pradesh — havethem.
Chakshu Roy, head of outreach at PRS
Legislative Research, earlier wrote for The
Indian Express that the colonial history
traces back to the Montagu-Chelmsford re-
forms, which led to the formation of the

Daily Current Affairs < 24 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Council of State at the national level in 1919,
“Then the Government of India Act of 1935
setup bicameral legislaturesin Indian prov-
inces... a Legislative Council first started
functioning in Bengal in 1937,” he wrote.

Similar to Rajya Sabha, the Legislative
Council serves as a second layer of the law-
making process. The two share similarities
— Bills need their approval to become law;
only those aged above 30 can contest fora
seat, and members are chosen for six-year
terms through indirect elections. One-third
of the members retire every two years.

During the Constituent Assembly de-
bates, members disagreed about its need.
Congress leader Brajeshwar Prasad argued
that, “With the inauguration of the new
Constitution on the basis of adult franchise,
itis risky to vest all powers in the hands of
the Lower House... I believe that power
must be vested in the hands of those... not
only literate but wise too... who have got a
sense of justice... People in India are not
only illiterate, but narrow-minded.”

Political
barometer

® Legislative Council
elections are seen as
apolitical barometer
by parties, indicating
support among edu-
cated groupsand
professionals, or
their position before
key elections, asin
the case of UP now.

@ Theyarenot
fought on party sym-
bols, but parties still
back candidates.

Otherscriticised the elevated positionen-
joyed by the Legislative Assembly. For in-
stance, the Legislative Council cannot reject
the Assembly’s suggestionsona Money Bill.
Roy wrote that today, whether states are to
have a Council is a political issue: “For
example, in Tamil Nadu, creating a Council
hasbeenacontentiousissue... The AIADMK-
led government in 1986 abolished the state's
second chamber. Since then, DMK hasmacde
attempts to re-establish the Council.”

Legislative Council elections are seen as
a political barometer, indicating support
among educated groups and professionals,
ortheir position before key elections, asinthe
case of UP now. They are not fought on party
symbols, but parties still back candidates.

How are MLCs elected?

Article 169 of the Constitution says that
Parliament can pass a law to create orabol-
isha Legislative Council, “ifthe Legislative
Assembly of the State passes a resolution
tothat effect by a majority of the total mem-

bership of the Assembly and by a majority
of not less than two-thirds of the members
of the Assembly present and voting.”

Article 171 says the total number of
MLCs cannot be more than one-third of the
total MLAs in a state, and not less than 40.

The polls are held through proportional
representation by means ofthesingle trans-
ferable vote. In general, one-third of all
MLCs shall be elected by “electorates con-
sisting of members of municipalities, dis-
trict boards and such other local author-
ities..." Then, “One-twelfth shall be elected
by electorates consisting of persons residing
inthe State who have been for at least three
years graduates of any university” or equiv-
alent qualifications. Those who want tovote
in these seats must fill forms that require
proof of qualifications. One-twelfth of the
seats is to be elected by those teaching inat
least a secondary school for three years in
the state. The Governor also nominates
some people having “special knowledge” in
fields such as literature and science.
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The Debates around Legislative Councils,
Their Functions Today

Wﬁﬁmvﬁwﬁ A w® TP ANTRSD & fre e T8 ¢ I,

Qms ound | SR © Siuionares gy

\_

» 28 seats Iin 4 States
polled Friday

28 e

» Results next week

3T AWTE

» Seen as a political
barometer before key
polls

SIS Shdd

J

.

» Art 169:; Parliament
creates/abolishes on
Assembly’s resolution

3. 169

» Resolution needs special
majority

foRiy sgma

» Art 171: size £ 1/3 of MLAS,

minimum 40

3. 171

Class24

Explained
aqreeqT

Like Rajya Sabha

IS HT S 4ls

» Bills need its approval
fadae wiiefa

» Min. age 30; 6-year
term

30 94, 6 Y

» 1/3 retire every 2 years
— permanent house

YT e
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Legislative Councils: debate & role — Map & Diagram
faur aRueg — AR 9 e

Read the vis:ual

Composition of a Legislative Council g

Govarnor - 16 » Only 6 States have
/ one
6 T

‘L‘“’"’“’“ » Mostly in north &
Who elects south, none in NE

- » 1/3 + 1/3 from local
bodies & MLAS

1/3 TP

MLAs - 173 » Governor picks 1/6
TeYUTed

The 6 States with a Legislative Council

Local bodies - 1/3
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Legislative Councils: debate & role — in depth (1/2)

faur uRug — faaR & (172)

How MLCs are chosen

19 UG

» Proportional
representation — single
transferable vote

Udhd HepHUIT Hd
» Graduates of 3+ years
standing vote for their
seats

Hldh

» Teachers: 3 years in
secondary school or higher

Riare

.

J

e Weaker than the Assembly 1=

e

» Can only delay Money
Bills (14 days)
¢ fadas

» Can't reject Assembly’s
suggestions on Money Bill

AP ol

> Ordinary Bill: delay up
to 3+ 1 months

ICGEEIE]

. J
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6 Party angle | Gt U F

> Not fought on party
symbols

aaﬁreﬁﬁ

» But parties still back
candidates

gorg gadT

» Reflects mood of
educated voters

frféra Adaeran
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Legislative Councils: debate & role — in depth (2/2)
faum aitug — AR & (272)

G Colonial roots | Gﬁ'ﬂﬁaﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ Pr o ° For & against | U&l-fausr s
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For Against
— - - Y&l faues
Second look at Costly, delays
1919 Council of Gol Act 1935 1937 hasty laws laws
1919 State 1935 3fferfas 1937 Voice for Back door for
g URRYeE experts poll losers
Montagu- National level Bicameral Bengal Council Checks Can be
Chelmsford AP provinces starts Assembly overridden
HicHg-gwie ESERIR CRI] majority anyway

Daily Current Affairs * 24 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

36



© Class24

Legislative Councils: debate & role — background (1/2)

faur aikwg — geyfar (1/2)

e Councils created & Constituent Assembly ® Pending proposals 2
abolished 4 @ dfad ydra
T3 g AW '

» Brajeshwar Prasad » Assemblies of
_ Ll backed it — don’t vest all Rajasthan, Assam,
?T%"?'I':“'\'gd“ Abolished 1986 power in Lower House Odisha passed
Andhra Abolished aﬁ%ﬁ Udia resolutions
Pradesh 1985, revived » Critics: costly & TSI, HHH, Nfeam
o iff);shed 2019 undemocratic > Need a Parliament Act
;]‘:I%'IJ\K-W (Reorganisation ﬁﬁ?ﬂ' T‘lﬁ? to C.r eate one

Ach) > Compromise: optional H¥a PT ST
westBengal  apolished 1969 for States > DMK has tried to revive

LRI cg TN Council
DMK
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Legislative Councils: debate & role — background (2/2)

faur aivwg — geyfar (2/2)

@ Creating a Council — steps | TS D1 ufepar Pr 7Y

Assembly vs Council nj

Y=gyt 999 uRue

» Assembly: direct
— - - election; Council: indirect

+ nominated

Assembly Parliament law Not Art 368 Council set up
resolution J9¢ NY gl ufvug fed UA&l/MUcgal
A¥drd » Assembly can be
Special majority Simple majority No amendment Elections held dissolved: Council
dgHd YR SgHd needed g-1d ’
319, 368 6l cannot

YT 51
» Council has no role in
electing the President

_Tgufd gE

\ J \_ J
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬁﬁmﬁ'\’@%

NDA & NA (Il) 2026 — GAT

Exam date: 13 Sep 2026 < Topic: Tibet earthquake

NDA & NA (Il) 2026 — GAT
Exam date: 13 Sep 2026 < Topic: Tibet earthquake

Consider the following statements: |.
Earthquake waves are basically of two types,
namely body waves and surface waves. Il. The
body waves interact with the surface rocks and
generate surface waves. Which of the
statements given above is/are correct?

(@) | only

(b) Il only

(c) Both I and Il
(d) Neither | nor Il

.

Consider the following statements: I. In a
seismograph, P waves are recorded earlier than
S waves. Il. In P waves, the individual particles
vibrate to and fro in the direction of wave
propagation. Which of the statements is/are
correct?

(@) | only

(b) Il only

(c) Both I and Il
(d) Neither | nor Il
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Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

NDA & NA (Il) 2026 — GAT

Exam date: 13 Sep 2026 + Topic: Tibet earthquake

Consider the following statements: I. Earthquake
waves are basically of two types, namely body waves
and surface waves. Il. The body waves interact with
the surface rocks and generate surface waves. Which
of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) I only

(b) 1l only

(c) Both I and Il
(d) Neither I nor Il

Class24

NDA & NA (Il) 2026 — GAT

Exam date: 13 Sep 2026 < Topic: Tibet earthquake

Consider the following statements: I. In a
seismograph, P waves are recorded earlier than S
waves. Il. In P waves, the individual particles vibrate
to and fro in the direction of wave propagation.
Which of the statements is/are correct?

(a) I only

(b) 1l only

(c) Both I and I
(d) Neither | nor I

Ansv%/l%%: (c) P & S body waves create Love/Rayleigh surface waves.
I

Answer: (c) P waves are fastest and longitudinal.

G gl |

.
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

SSC Selection Post 2025 (Graduate)

Exam date: 29 Aug 2025 (Shift 1) < Topic: Legislative Councils

Which state has a bicameral legislature?

(a) Tamil Nadu
(b) West Bengal
(c) Maharashtra
(d) Gujarat

.

RRB NTPC 2025 (Graduate) CBT-2

Exam date: 10 Jul 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Legislative Councils

Which type(s) of Legislatures can a state have
under the Indian Constitution?

(a) Either a single-house or two-house system
(b) Only single-house

(c) Only two-house

(d) Only the Parliament can decide
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Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

SSC Selection Post 2025 (Graduate) RRB NTPC 2025 (Graduate) CBT-2

Exam date: 29 Aug 2025 (Shift 1) < Topic: Legislative Councils Exam date: 10 Jul 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Legislative Councils

Which state has a bicameral legislature? Which type(s) of Legislatures can a state have under
the Indian Constitution?
(a) Tamil Nadu (a) Either a single-house or two-house system
(b) West Bengal (b) Only single-house
(c) Maharashtra (c) Only two-house
(d) Guijarat (d) Only the Parliament can decide
Answer: (c) Six States: AP, Bihar, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, UP. Answer: (a) Art 168: unicameral or bicameral.
TR 3G 168
\_ J \_ J
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

Delhi Police Constable (Executive)

Exam date: 5 Jan 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Houthis & Red Sea

RRB ALP 2025 (CBT-2)
Exam date: 28 Jul 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Cyber security in banks

The “Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb” is a critical
maritime chokepoint connecting the Red Sea
with which other body of water, vital for
international shipping?

(a) Mediterranean Sea
(b) Persian Gulf
(c) Gulf of Aden
(d) Arabian Sea

.

Which Act does the Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules, 2025, facilitate the
iImplementation of?

(a) Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023

(b) Information Technology and Cybersecurity Act, 2023
(c) Digital Privacy Act, 2023

(d) Data Protection Act, 2023
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Delhi Police Constable (Executive)

Exam date: 5 Jan 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Houthis & Red Sea

The “Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb” is a critical maritime
chokepoint connecting the Red Sea with which other
body of water, vital for international shipping?

(a) Mediterranean Sea
(b) Persian Gulf
(c) Gulf of Aden
(d) Arabian Sea

Answer: (c) Lies between Yemen and Djibouti/Eritrea.
pEC ] & S|

Class24

RRB ALP 2025 (CBT-2)

Exam date: 28 Jul 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Cyber security in banks

Which Act does the Digital Personal Data Protection
Rules, 2025, facilitate the implementation of?

(a) Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023

(b) Information Technology and Cybersecurity Act, 2023
(c) Digital Privacy Act, 2023

(d) Data Protection Act, 2023

.

Answer: (a) The 2025 Rules operationalise the DPDP Act, 2023.
DPDP 3ffHTH 20231
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

RRB Group D 2025

Exam date: 18 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Indian missiles

RRB NTPC 2025 (UG, CBT-2)
Exam date: 17 Sep 2026 (Shift 1) < Topic: Journalists & press freedom

Which indigenously developed missile system
by DRDO successfully completed user

evaluation trials in December 2025, paving the
way for its induction into India’s armed forces?

(a) Pinaka-LRGR-120
(b) Akash-NG

(c) BrahMos

(d) VL-SRSAM

.

According to the Constitution of India, freedom
of the press is implicitly protected as part of
which specific Article guaranteeing freedom of
speech and expression?

(a) Article 32
(b) Article 19(1)(a)
(c) Article 22
(d) Article 21
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.

RRB Group D 2025

Exam date: 18 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Indian missiles

Which indigenously developed missile system by
DRDO successfully completed user evaluation trials
in December 2025, paving the way for its induction
into India’s armed forces?

(a) Pinaka-LRGR-120
(b) Akash-NG

(c) BrahMos

(d) VL-SRSAM

Class24

RRB NTPC 2025 (UG, CBT-2)

Exam date: 17 Sep 2026 (Shift 1) < Topic: Journalists & press freedom

According to the Constitution of India, freedom of the
press is implicitly protected as part of which specific
Article guaranteeing freedom of speech and
expression?

(a) Article 32
(b) Article 19(1)(a)
(c) Article 22
(d) Article 21

Answer: (b) Akash-NG — new-generation surface-to-air missile.
STPIRI-NG |

Answer: (b) Read into free speech by courts (Romesh Thappar, 1950).
19(1)(a)l
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( )

@ The Houthi movement of Yemen is officially

r

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) was

Under RBI rules, a customer has zero liability for an
unauthorised e-banking transaction if it is reported
within:

RBI FFal & SER Y gi@ & forg diRaryst & ga=n
fpad g :

(a) 24 hours (b) 3 working days

(c) 7 working days (d) 30 days

& J

known as: raised in:
U BT gl figie SMYUDIR® &4 A el o: ITBP &T T3 $d §3(T?
(a) Hezbollah (b) Ansar Allah (a) 1950 (b) 1962
(c) Hamas (d) Al-Shabaab (c) 1971 (d) 1986
\_ J
( ) 4

WHO’s AWaRe classification groups antibiotics
into:
WHO $T AWaRe FIIHROT:

(b) Access, Watch,

(a) Acute, Weak, Resistant
Reserve

(c) Active, Wide, Restricted (d) Avoid, Warn, Restrict
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | g B qRE
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-

@ Public Service Broadcasting Day is observed
on:
I AaT1 TR feaH S HHRIT ST 82

(a) 3 October (b) 12 November

(c) 23 July (d) 15 August

.

~N

r

(a) NCLT

Appeals against SEBI orders first lie with:

SEBI & 3TCY & favg Ugd! ordia:

(b) High Court

(c) Securities Appellate

Tribunal (@) RBI

-

The iDEX initiative of the Ministry of Defence is
aimed at:
&I AT DY

(a) Defence exports to
Africa

iDEX U8 T IL24:

(b) Innovation by start-ups
& MSMEs

(c) Ex-servicemen welfare (d) Border roads

\_

WOAH, the global body for animal health, was
earlier known as:
WOAH Ugd {5 919 | ST SITdT UT?

(@) FAO (b) OIE

(c) UNEP (d) IUCN
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | ¥4 &I UG

4 N\
@ In which case did the Supreme Court first hold that @ The Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage
freedom of the press is part of free speech? (FRLD) was created at: ]
fore arTet 9 U wadaar &1 sifireafa @1 fewar | T HIY (FRLD) P RITIT &l §57?
(a) Kesavananda Bharati  (b) Romesh Thappar (a) COP26, Glasgow (Sbr)]eci:lgpﬂ’ SUENT &
(c) Maneka Gandhi (d) Golaknath (c) COP28, Dubai (d) COP29, Baku
1\ A
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Ansar Allah — Zaydi Shia group backed by Iran.
SR 3{cdlg |

1962 — 24 Oct 1962, during the China war.
1962 |

3 working days — RBI circular, July 2017.
3 ®1 fgaq|

Access, Watch, Reserve — Guides responsible antibiotic use.

TR, 979, Red |

12 November — Marks Gandhiji's only AIR broadcast (1947).
12 dddX |
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Securities Appellate Tribunal — Then to the Supreme Court.
gfayfd TRMYHROT|

e Innovation by start-ups & MSMEs — Innovations for Defence Excellence, 2018.

W -3 AR |

OIE — Office International des Epizooties, 1924.
OIEI

Romesh Thappar — 1950 case.

RTHTT YTWR (1950) |

COP27, Sharm el-Sheikh — Operationalised at COP28, Dubai.
COP27, T 3{d-R4 |
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Myth Buster of the Day — Health | 3Tl T YD

4 ) 4 )

o MYTH | Y 0 FACT | 9

False. Colds and flu are caused by viruses, and antibiotics act only on

‘ -
Ant b lotICS h el p yOU recover bacteria. Taking them “just in case” does not shorten a viral illness — it
faster from a cold or flu.” wipes out helpful gut bacteria and helps resistant germs (AMR) grow.
Today’s study adds that eating lots of sugar during a course can
@ ﬂ?ff W -q-[ tﬂ; —l deepen that gut damage. Take antibiotics only when a doctor
prescribes them, and finish the course.
GIEé'W gRII%I Wlﬂa"faﬁwq\wﬁaﬁ% Wﬁ?qﬂa@%méﬁﬁmw

3R P & | "TeIaard” A4 T IRA SIHRI Slect 31 ol Bidl - Sfcp
&nﬁéﬁ&@éﬂﬁ?{mnﬁ%sﬁwﬁlﬁ%ﬁm(AMR)aﬁ%laﬂﬁﬁ

Y P TR TH GRM 3(fUD ST @H H {d Pl 3R aj%m‘—l
Tohdl & | TClariifed dhad Slaek & Tde W R T

\_ J \

0 Antibiotics kill bacteria, not viruses. UdIaTaIfe® da AT TR HTH HId &, 919 U= g1 |
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