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Core sector growth hits SBI customers’ data on
1 7.9% 2 Dark Web

ﬁ'\r &7 7.9% SBI ST A

Delhi air “poor” — GRAP FSSAI notice to Nestle,
4  Stagel 5 Zydus

feeeit arg FSSAI Fifed

Bihar: a new lethal high WPI vs CPI: the inflation
[ after prohlbltlon 8 gap

fogR o =0 Y1 T TH Gl

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 * The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

SC stays probe against
Vijayan
Wld R AP

Turkiye, Pak, Indonesia,
Qatar defence pact

Kol



=THE+=HINDU .

Matrpurt grosps sech
Providest's ol sgals

S ¥
Rubio vishs F
Reliznce ) S8

refinery

-G

RpR—
T N2 e sianch
serhes froan omlas
- —

Scuni Arabvic

in dive straits
PSS iy v
& ek scvarity beys of v "
eVuthen Bern besiedl

ne

gﬂ hi

JPoh o | e b en

&8¢ industrial growth

(204 il mtrar) praers mun e 0 gTvh wvrmar s ot e Fdead e

ays corruption probe
st former Keralam
CM Vijayvan for seven days

storic high of 7.9%

B SR R T

s .“.e])mz

ich exposes 3,897 SBI customers' key data on Dark Web

- " " - oty

Dally “LUlIclit Allaills =

Lo JULWUUCIT 2ucy  ~

Class24

THE HINDU « 22 OCT 2026

Page 1l - Front Page
U8 1-49 78

Articles covered from this page | 9 U¥ 3 fore U ke

G Core sector at 7.9% | DR &aF
a SC stays Vijayan probe | faera= S WR A6

e SBI data on Dark Web | SBI ¢l elid

LIS T HTIUU | HdIall LAPISDS | | mancial ExpreSS



ARTICLE 1 »+ ECONOMY — INDUSTRY | Srfoqa<T - S&T

Core sector growth hits 7.9%

PR 8T 7.9%

Core industrial growth
hits historic high of 7.9%

Index of Core Industries in Sept. records highest growth since new data series began in April
2024; coal, refinery products, iron ore drive growth; cement and steel also see robust increase

S \¥
NEW DELHI

ndia’s core industrial
l growth accelerated to

a historic high of 7.9%
in September, driven by a
turnaround in the coal sec-
tor and increased activity
in the refinery products
and iron ore sectors.

The latest data on the
Index of Core Industries
shows that last month's
growth was the highest
since ar least April 2024,
which Is the eartiest month
for which the new series
has data.

Even though a compari-
son with the old series is
not strictly  statistically
sound, it does provide
some context for the cur-
rent rate of growth. The
growth in September 2026
was the highest in nearly
three years when com-
pared with the old series,

Within the index, the
coal sector grew 10.7% last
month, albeit on a low
base as it had contracted

Sharp uptick

The Index of Care Industries grew year-an-year by 7.9% in
September 2026 as per provisional estimates

"

1.1% In September last year.
This was still a 13-month
high for the sector, Similar-
ly, the refinery products
sector saw growth unex-
pectedly  accelerate  to
10.3% in September, from
56% a month earlier. Even
after  including  this
month's unusual growth,
however, the sector’s aver-
age growth for the first half
of this financial year stood
ar Just 1%,

The Iron ore sector, on
the other hand, has seen
strong double-digit growth

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Sept. 2025 March 2026

>
-
I
-
-
=
.
-

for nearly a year now, and
last month carrled forward
this tend with growth
coming in at 18.4%, though
this was only a two-month
high.

“Coal and iron ore out-
put witnessed a meaning-
ful pickup in their year-on-
year growth rates in Sep-
tember 2026 compared to
August 2026, Aditi Nayar,
chief economist at ICRA,
said, “While this was aided
by a Jow base, the sequen-
tial uptick in coal was quite
strong, amid Jow stocks at

power plants.”

The electricity sector al-
so continued to do well,
growing 11.4% last month,
aithough this was slightly
slower than the 13.1% re-
corded in August.

Cement, steel sectors
The two construction-re-
lated sectors — cement and
steel — did well in Septem-
ber. While growth in the
steel sector quickened to
4.9%, that in the cement
sector came In at a relative-
ly robust 9.8%, albeit slow-
¢r than in August,

The domestic crude oil
sector contracted 1.4% In
September, somewhat bet-
ter than the contraction of
3.6% in the previous
month, The natural gas
sector contracted 4.6% last
month, a little better than
the 4.9% contraction it saw
In August.

The fertilizer sector con-
tracted 1.7% In September,
continuing the end for a
seventh consecutive
month.
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Core Industrial Growth Hits
Historic High of 7.9%

New series high

T @G FETH

RydeR o 3ime UHE ST BT JaBTP 7.9% T - 30T 2024 | IRE 75 Y@l § I 34f; Higar, Nwg—d
IdTG 3R &g 3P 3 gerl

G Headline | & T e Drivers | UR® A e Caveats | TTGYTHI A

7 9% Apr 2024 » lron ore 18.4% » Coal on a low base
Sept 2026 New series Fﬁg ﬁ'ﬁ' L

growth from » Coal 10.7%, refinery » Refinery H1 average

e T 10.3% only 1%
. \ Piaar, Rwrs $dd 1%

~3 yrs 1.1% » Electricity 11.4% » Old vs new series not
High vs old Sept 2025 foret strictly comparable

series (coal)
ENEIEICR] foe au der]
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ARTICLE 1 « ECONOMY - INDUSTRY | SrfaawiT - I

Core sector growth hits 7.9% — in depth (1/2)

PR AT 7.9% — AR A (1/2)

Construction sectors &=
frafor g -

» Cement 9.8%

e

» Steel 4.9%
SAId

» Signal of infra activity

gfAardl gt

e Energy sectors

J

.

%

» Crude oll fell 3.6%
Sl dd 9cl

> Natural gas contracted

» Fertilizers 4.6%

L 0L
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e Expertview | faRiugg ¢

» ICRA's Aditi Nayar:
coal & iron ore picked up
ICRA

» Coal uptick amid low

stocks at power plants
HH HSIR

» Base effect + real

demand
ATYUTR UHTd

.

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express



ARTICLE 1 « ECONOMY - INDUSTRY | SrfaawiT - I

Core sector growth hits 7.9% — in depth (2/2)
DR &F 7.9% — fawR | (2/2)

G From core data to GDP | PR ¥ GDP 0%

.

0-0-06-0©

Core index [P Industry GVA GDP

'\‘E-IW IIP IR GVA GDP
End of month ~40% weight Quarterly NSO
HeH o 3id 40% HR GEIE] NSO
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Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Core index is released
before IIP — an early
signal

3R ddbd
» Refinery products had

the highest weight in the
old series

S JERE
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Core sector growth hits 7.9% — background (1/2)

PR 8T 7.9%

— U8YfH (1/2)

What are core industries?

IR SR T

Old 8 (base
2011-12)

R

Refinery

Eroducts

Electricity

Steel
SeTd

Coal

CADS)

Crude, gas,
cement,
fertiliser

— 3

Weight
HR

28.0%

19.9%

17.9%

10.3%

23.9%

-/

@ New series (2022-23) ~ @ Who releases it -
R/ DI AR BT lu

» Base year moved to
2022-23

3MYR o

» Data available from April
2024

3M0d 2024

» Adds iron ore to the
basket

e 3aH ST
» Aligns with new IIP &

WPI bases
JHEYAT

\_
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» Office of Economic
Adviser, DPIT

3P JAgHR
CARIG D)

» Ministry of Commerce
& Industry

q1forsg HATad
> |IP is released by NSO
(MoSPI)

IIP - NSO
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Core sector growth hits 7.9% — background (2/2)
PR 8T 7.9% — YSY (2/2)

Recent context

@ Why core sectors matter | Hgd

g1 &7 ded

» Coal had contracted in
2025
Power & fuel Steel & Fertlllzer Whole ALz ﬁ
cement economy » West Asia crisis lifted
R ¥Td SfefaTawT fuel prices
Run factories Build infra Feed farms Inputs for all 3 aﬁ'qa'

» Govt capex push
supports steel & cement

YeIRTd oad

.
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Core sector growth hits 7.9% — Map & Diagram

PR AT 7.9% — HAMFRE T 3G

Which core sectors drove the 7.9% jump

Iron ore 18.4%

Electricity 11.4%
Coal 10.7%
Refi nery 10.3%
products

9.8%

Cement

4.9%

Steel|

Fertilizers 4.6%

| Overall index 7.9%
1

0.0 2.5 5.0 75 100 125 150 175 200
Growth, Sept 2026 (y-0-y)
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Where the core index fits

Index of Industrial
Production (1IP)
- whole industry

v

Core industries
= 40% of lIP

Released monthly by Office of
Economic Adviser, DPIIT
New series base; 2022-23
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Iron ore 18.4% led;
electricity 11.4%

e D

» Coal 10.7% — 13-
month high (low base)

» Refinery 10.3%,
cement 9.8%

IRV I ER

» Core = ~40% of lIP
IHIP PT 40%
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ARTICLE 2 « SCIENCE & TECH — CYBER SECURITY | a9 - |1ga® qRam

SBIl customers’ data on Dark Web

SBI ST il

Daily Current Affairs

Data breach exposes 3,897 SBI customers’ key data on Dark Web

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The State Bank of India
(SBI) on Wednesday in-
formed stock exchanges
about an incident involving
breach of certain data, five
days after it received com-
munications  from its
Threat Intelligence Service
Provider, the Defence Cyb-
er Agency, and CERT-In
concerning a suspected ex-
posure of customer infor-
mation on the Dark Web.
“During the preliminary
analysis of approximately
3,75,000 records available
on the Dark Web, 3,897
customer records contain-
ing Personally Identifiable
Information were identi-

fied,” SBI told the exchang-
es as per SEBI norms, and
noted that cyber incident
response and containment
protocols were promptly
activated.

The exposed informa-
tion included customers’
registered mobile num-
bers, dates of birth, names,
gender, email addresses,
residential addresses,
branch and CIF identifiers,
lead IDs, and metadata as-
sociated with loan/lead re-
cords and other related
files, SBI, stated.

It said a detailed investi-
gation was required to es-
tablish the authenticity
and completeness of the
exposed data, determine
the potential source and

22 October 2026  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

SBI said a detailed investigation would establish the authenticity
the data, the potential source, and extent of the exposure. REUTER

extent of the exposure, and
assess the associated risks
to customers and the bank.

Additionally, an inde-
pendent CERT-In-empa-
nelled cybersecurity agen-

cy was engaged to condt
a comprehensive asse
ment and investigate t
nature and extent of the
leged compromise, it sai

Emphasising that tl
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SBIl customers’ data on Dark Web

SBI ST il

Daily Current Affairs
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incident does not have any
material impact on the
bank’s financial perfor-
mance or business conti-
nuity, SBI said that it’s core
business functions conti-
nue to operate normally
without disruptions.

“A detailed assessment
is currently under way and
appropriate remedial and
preventive measures are
being implemented as re-
quired,” the bank said.

Meanwhile, the Internet
Freedom Foundation, in a
statement issued on Wed-
nesday, said that the SBI
did not detect the breach
itself and learned of it from
outside agencies after the
data had already been
published.

“On the same day, a
threat monitoring account
on X flagged a claim by a
group calling itself “Siriu-
sim” that it had released
3.75 lakh rows of SBI data
and 2,722 PDF documents,
including loan applications
and account opening
forms,” the Foundation
said.

“The bank’s disclosure
does not mention these
documents. It also does
not say what the remaining
records, beyond the 3,897
it has identified, contain,”
it stated.

‘Inform customers’

At the time of this state-
ment, the Foundation
pointed out that SBI had

* The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

not said that it had in-
formed any of the affected
customers, and its disclo-
sure was silent on the
point.

“Five days passed bet-
ween the alert and today’s
filing. The filing assures in-
vestors that the incident
has no material impact on
the bank’s operations. Ho-
wever, it does not state
anything to the 3,897 peo-
ple whose phone num-
bers, dates of birth and
home addresses are now
with fraudsters,” the Foun-
dation highlighted.

The Internet Freedom
Foundation called on SBI
to inform every affected
customer directly and
without further delay.

A IN-X

Class24
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Data Breach Exposes 3,897 SBI
Customers’ Key Data on Dark Web Q%ygb

SBI A WP Taadoll Pl §d/T - TP a9 TR 3.75 AT Ppis A A 3,897 UTgH| 1 el BRI SANR; CERT-In
U9d Bt Toidl Sirg B

° The breach | 399 &= gBBII%F%Sg%nse O e Concerns | feiamg A

( 3.75 lakh il 3,897 \ > Cyber incident response > SBl didn’t detect it itself
Records on With personal activated ¥qY Udt -_-Iﬁ
Pak Jueb caae wfatchaT > Loan/account forms not
» CERT-In-empanelled mentioned
agency hired &riﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁm
2,122 5 days CERT-In Tol¥l » Customers not informed
PDFs claimed Alert — > “No material impact” on yet
PDF &Td disclosure business IR R GG
@ P 3R T
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ARTICLE 2 ¢ SCIENCE & TECH - CYBER SECURITY | ﬁﬁﬂ—mﬁ&n

SBI customers’ data on Dark Web — in depth (1/2)

SBI SeT &l — fATAR A (1/2)

° Who raised the alarm
foaa danman

» Defence Cyber
Agency (threat intel)

YT TSR Toldt
» CERT-In
CERT-In

» Group “Siriusim”
claimed the leak on X

TPY HYE

.

J

.

Risks to customers

PIGEdD

> Phishing calls & SMS
o fRiT

» SIM-swap, identity
fraud

Uga= iRar

» Fake loan offers

Wil BT

‘. e Rules on disclosure

Class24

» SEBI LODR - tell stock
exchanges

SEBI

» CERT-In: report
Incidents within 6 hours

6 Tc
» RBI cyber-security

framework for banks
RBI

P
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SBI customers’ data on Dark Web — in depth (2/2)
SBI ¢T dis — fawar & (2/2)

Did you know?

G If your data leaks — do this | el el® i IR s
» SBIl is India’s largest
bank (~50 crore

T 3T AT 82

Change PINs Ignore calls Set limits Report customers)
imi
PIN SCd BId ST ST Jad 981 9P
» CIF = Customer
Passmwords too. NoOTP sharing  Block unused 1930/ Information File number
OTP &l cards cybercrime.gov.in CIE
1930

.
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SBI customers’ data on Dark Web — background (1/2)
SBI STTdlld — TBYH (1/2)

e What is the Dark Web?
ST ad
Layer What
q3d T
Google-
Surface web searchable
dde sites
PCISRI[RES)
Deep web Sy
Tl bank, emalil
Hidden: Tor
Dark web browser; illegal
i g markets
fesar

. J

\_

India’s cyber bodies

GIESRES R IY

» CERT-In (2004) — under
MeitY

CERT-In

> NCIIPC — protects critical
infra (NTRO)

NCIIPC

» 14C — cybercrime
coordination (MHA)
14C

» Defence Cyber Agency
(2019)

DCyA

ﬁ @ Big Indian breaches
v 98 Wi

Class24

» AIIMS ransomware
(2022)

AIIMS

» CoWIN data leak
claims (2023)

CoWIN

» [CMR data of ~81 crore
(2023)

ICMR

A
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SBI customers’ data on Dark Web — background (2/2)
SBI STT & — YRYF (2/2)

@ DPDP Act, 2023 — breach rules | DPDP 3iferfaw

Data fiduciar

ser ft

Bank hqlds data

- 0-0-0O

Breach found Within 72 hrs Penalty
Jea 72 °¢
Inform Board & Detailed report Up to 250 crore
users R 3250
SCil

Right to privacy
8l @ frorar &1 SiftreR

» Puttaswamy (2017) —

privacy is a fundamental
right

qewarHl

» Led to DPDP Act, 2023
DPDP

» Data Protection Board
enforces it

Sl AUl gis
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SBI customers’ data on Dark Web — Map & Diagram
SBI ST Al — AR T 3R

SBI Dark Web breach: what leaked and how it surfaced

Class24

Mobile number

Date of birth

Name & gender

Email address

Home address

Branch & CIF IDs

Loan/lead records

Timeline

Day 0

Agency & CERT-In

Alert from Defence Cyber > Group “Siriusim” claims r

Same day

3.75 lakh rows + 2,722 PDF

Day 5

SBI tells exchanges:
3,897 records with Pl

>

Ask

IFF: inform every
affected customer
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Leaked: mobile, DOB,
address, CIF

P SIHBRL

» Alert from Defence
Cyber Agency & CERT-
In

3ad

» SBI disclosed 5 days
later

5 fg1 91g

» IFF: inform every
customer

pIEaka ks Chll

J
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SC stays probe against Vijayan
faorg= wirg R AF
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SC stays corruption probe

Kerala High Court Division
Bench and directed it to
hear the appeals filed by
Mr. Vijayan and the other

pelling them to approach
the Supreme Court.

The Special Bench did
not record any opinions on

tigate hawala operators to
former Chief Ministers un-
der the PMLA, it would not
“meddle in the statutory

. two petitioners against the  the validity of a subse-  domains of other entities”,
against former I(eralam registration of the corrup-  quent Enforcement Case Justice Bagchi said,
ton FIR, Justice Bagchi re-  Information Report (ECIR) The judge asked wheth-

CM Vijayan for seven days

minded the State that no
matter how low or high a
person was, he was subject
to the rule of kaw and prin-
ciples of natural justice.

registered against the peti-
tioners. However, the top
court gave them liberty to
challenge the ECIR before
the appropriate forum in

er the police had even
sought prior approval un-
der Section 17A of the 1988
Act from the government
for investigating a former

Krishnadas Rajagopal accordance with the law. Chief Minister.

NEW DELHI ‘Will not disturb FIR’ In the hearing, the State Justice  Bagchi  asked
“We will not disturb the argued that the top court’s  whether the State had

The Supreme Court on FIR, but we will stall the in-  own 2022 judgment in Vi-  gone through the new cri-

Wednesday stayed for se- vestigation... Further, we  jay Madanlal Chaudhary minal procedure provi-

ven days a State police in-

are sending this case back

versus Union of India had

sions of the Bharatiya Na-

vestigation into a first infor- to the High Court for adju-  termed the ED's passingon  garik Suraksha Sanhita
mation  report  (FIR) dication,” Justice Bagchi  of information or material  (BNSS). The judge said un-
registered against former observed. regarding an alleged crime  like Section 156(3) of the re-

Chief Minister and current A Single Judge Bench of  under Section 66(2) of the  pealed Code of Criminal
Leader of the Opposition the Kerala High Court had ~ PMLA as a “direction” to  Procedure, Section 175(4)
in the Keralam Assembly directed the State Police to  the State to register an FIR.  of the BNSS required the

Pinarayi  Vijayan, his
daughter T. Veena, and
son-in-law and former Mi-
nister P.A. Mohamed Riyas
in the ¥W.78-crore CMRL-
Exalogic payoff case.

| ~ Ve

‘ PRl Ry I
The SC directed the Kerala High Court to hear the appeats filed by
former Keralam CM Pinarayi Vijayan against the FIR, fILE PHOTO

register the FIR under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 against the three
of them based on informa-
tion given by a central
agency, the Directorate of

Justice Bagchi said
States cannot treat judg-
ments as statutes, The
Bench observed that Sec-
tion 66(2) of the PMLA was
not a “mandate”, but only

Magistrate to formally hear
an accused public servant.

The Bench also “cor-
rected” the State's version
that the probe under the
FIR was “court-ordered”,

A Special Bench of the  garlamudi, submitted in  mandating everything eve- Enforcement, to the Kerala  an “intimation” ofinforma-  “It is an investigation on
top court, comprising Jus-  the top court that they rywhere. Every executive Police under Section 66(2)  tion or material with the  the basis of information gi-
tices Joyvmalya Bagchi and  were neither made parties  exercise of power [like the of the Prevention of Money ~ ED to another agency. It  ven by the ED,” Justice Bag-
V. Mohana, convened in  nor heard by the Single registration of an FIR] can- Laundering Act (PMLA), was solely for the latter  chi said.
the middle of Dasara vaca-  Judge Bench before the re-  not be assumed by the 2002, agency - the Kerala Police The apex court said all
tions to hear 82-year-old gistration of the FIRwasor-  PMLA," Justice Bagchi M. Vijayan and the oth-  in this case — to decide if  these issues discussed in
Mr. Vijayan, who voiced  dered on October 9. observed. er two co-petitioners, re-  “any other law” applied,  the courtroom on October
fears of imminent arrest, The petitioners were de- The judge addressed the presented variously by se-  requiring the lodging of an 21 must be looked into by
and his two family nied leave (permission) to  ED to not “extend” their nior advocates Siddharth  FIR. the High Court Division
members. appeal the Single Judge statutory powers under Luthra, N. Hariharan, and “The PMLA cannot be a  Bench while hearing the

The top court set aside
an October 15 order of the

Vawala Lok Mouees Plodalioe

Bench order by a Division
Bench on October 15, com-

sallline thoass o amumenanls

the PMLA. While the ED
had “full powcrs 1o lnvea

slocnta boon asataee bo

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

advocate Krishna Dev Ja-

‘Super Administrator’,

appeals of the petitioners.
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ARTICLE 3 ¢ POLITY — JUDICIARY & CORRUPTION | RTSTTRIT - <ATIUTeTehT

SC Stays Corruption Probe against
Former Keralam CM Vijayan for 7 Days

aﬁ'éfrCMRL—
Va7

» Probe stayed 7 days;
FIR not quashed

7l 3

» Case sent back to HC
Division Bench

HC &I 919y

» “Rule of law applies to
high and low”

BT BT A

\_

J

.

» Pinarayi Vijayan (82),

LoP
CEUG

» Daughter T. Veena

atom

» Son-in-law P.A.
Mohamed Riyas

fearg

Class24

CMRL-Exalogic case
CMRL HTHcTT

%ﬂ@ﬁﬂmﬁw ¢ dtonr 9 grTE AW NaT & Raarw

° The order | 3ITeRT eThe accused | SMRIAY e PEeners plea | o

> Not made parties, not
heard

» Feared imminent
arrest

ARTRT &1 8%

» HC refused leave to
appeal

" ot o o T
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SC stays probe against Vijayan — in depth (1/2)
faoA s R e — IR 9 (1/72)

.

SC on PMLA Sec 66(2)
YIRT 66(2)

» ED can share
Information with other
agencies

LRI

» |t IS an intimation, not
a direction

» “PMLA cannot be a
Super Administrator”

UR URMTHSD ol

J

> Vijay Madanlal
Choudhary (2022)

faorg AT

» Upheld wide ED
powers under PMLA

ED 1feaar

» SC.: States can't treat
judgments as statutes

I el

.

Class24

» Can challenge ECIR
before proper forum
ECIR

» Bench: J. Bagchi & J.
Mohana

L)

» Lawyers: Siddharth
Luthra, N. Hariharan

CEI|
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SC stays probe against Vijayan — background (1/2)

Prevention of Corruption Act
e P e @ PMLA, 2002 | PMLA 3

faorg= S W A® — Y4 (1/2)

The CMRL-Exalogic case
HIHAT

—

» CMRL — Kochi mineral-
sands firm
CMRL

» Paid ¥2.78 crore to
Exalogic (Veena’s IT firm)

2.78

» Alleged payment for no
services

IERIKCIRTUGIE

» Probed by SFIO, then
ED

___SFIO, ED J

\_

Feature Detail
faryar faa=ur

Enacted 1988; amended

Sty 2018

IRT 17A probe p
servant

Bribe-giver Also punishable

Rya (2018)

Class24

» Targets money
laundering
¢ MY

» Enforced by ED
(Finance Ministry)
ED

» Tough bail twin
conditions (Sec 45)

WHTd 2Td
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POLITY — JUDICIARY & CORRUPTION | XTSToda¥T - qTauTferast

SC stays probe against Vijayan — background (2/2)

faorg= S W A® — R4 (2/2)

@ Stages of money laundering | = TMYF F TR

.

O -

Placement

Dirty cash in
b q SfHl

©-0-6

Layerlng Inte ration PMLA action
Hide the trall Looks legal Attach assets
ELIEI] ay fa

'y @ Anti- corruptlon bodies

Class24

» CBI(1963) —
Santhanam Committee
CBI

» CVC - statutory since
2003

CVC

» Lokpal (2013 Act) &
State Lokayuktas

GIER ]
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SC stays probe against Vijayan — Map & Diagram
faoTaeT 9 W APd — AFRE T 3R

Read the visual

EECIREE

» ED — HC Single
Judge — Division

How the Vijayan case reached the Supreme Court

Kerala HC HC Division SC Special Bench
ED > Single judge > Bench > (Dasara vacation) B en C h — SC
Shares info under : 2 . {
Orders police to register Denies leave to ‘ Stays probe 7 days; ﬁq
PMLA Sec 66(2) FIR (PC Act 1988), 9 Oct appeal, 15 Oct sends case back to HC

» HC ordered FIR on 9

Oct
9 Sl el
SC’s key point The cas
Sec 66(2) PMLA = 'xrrtimation”, not a CMRL-Exalogic "payofef": %¥2.78 crore > SC SeC 66(2) PM LA =
“mandate”. The receiving agency decides Accused: Pinarayi Vijayan, daughter . . .
if any other law applies. “PMLA cannot be T. Veena, son-in-law P.A. Mohamed Riyas Intimation, not mandate
a Super Administrator.” Bench: J. Joymalya Bagchi & ). V. Mohana

» Special Bench sat in
Dasara vacation

— e T-SHdR g
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — AIR POLLUTION | WWT—HTQW

Delhi air “poor” — GRAP Stage |

feee

T arg

As Delhi’s air quality turns
‘poor’, restrictions enforced

AQI was at 245 on Wednesday, the first time i the ‘poor’ category since July: CAQM tefls States to
Impaose curbs on diesel generator ses, inter-State ransport as part of a graded response action plan

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

esidents of pocth
Indlan States
around the nation-

al capizal will not be per
mirted 1o use diesel genera-
tor sets as 4 regular source
of power supply and only
inter-State  buses  wsing
clean fued will be allowed
10 enter Delhl, according o
a series of measures an
nounced on Wednesday as
part of an action plan (o re-
duce pollution in the city.
With the air quality in
the capital worsening to
the ‘poor’ category, the
Commission for Air Quali-
ty Management in NCR and
adolnlig areas (CAQM) on
Wednesday  announced
the implementation  of
Stage 1 of the Graded Res-
ponse Action Plan (GRAF),
a set of shottterm emer-
gency measures taken to
reduce ale pollutlon, 1t &
divided into four stages de-
pending on the level of air
pollution that exists at a
particular time or is pred
icted for the near future,
Delhi's 24-hour overall
average alr quality Index
CAQT was at 245 (poar) at 4
pm, on Wednesday, up
from 179 (moderare) a day

The Last time the 500 wis i the ‘poce” category in Delhiwas on Jady

>

13, when 1 5000 a2 246, SUSHL NUMAR VERIN,

earlier, as per the Central
Pollution Control Board's
dally officlal  bulletin,
which is corsidered the
day's official AQL. The last
time the AQI was in the
‘poor’ category was on July
13, when It stood ut 246,
Under GRAP 1, the
CAOM has directed States
1o ensure that diesel gener-
ator sets are not used as a
regular source of powes
supply. *Do not permat in-
ter-clry/inter-state  buses
from any city/town of the
states of Harvana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and ak
so from the adjoining
states of Punjab, Himachal
Praclesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and J&K, oth
er than EV/CNG/BS-VI Die-
sef, to ply in DelhiNCR"
reads ane of the measures

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

under Stage 1 of the GRAP.

Most of the other mea-
sures under Stage | are di-
recting authorities to strict-
v implkement  existing
norms  related o air
pollution,

Enwlronment  Minister
Manjinder Smgh Sirsa said
that, with public participa-
tion and coordimated el
forts by various depart
ents, Delll has recorded
214 clean-air days so far
this year, the highest over
the past decade, excluding
the COVIIMG period

Mr  Sirsa  sakd that
around 10 agencies are
working under an 11-point
pollution control plan in
line with the guidetines of
NITI Aayogg and the CAQM.
The government is also for
cussing on trafhic manage-

ment, dust control, monl-
toring  industrial  emiss-
lons, and Increasing green
cover. He said that the go-
vernment Is also taking
steps to reduce traffic con-
gestion,  Round-the-clock
mondtoring is being carvied
ont through the Integrated
Command and  Control
Centre to strengthen polly-
tion congrol and ensure ef
fective resolution ol clri-
zens' complaints, be said.

Tree planting spree

Mr. Sirsa added that exten

shve efforts are belng mude
to increase Delhis green
cover, Agamnst the target of
70 takh saplings, & total of
78 lakh saplings have been
planted this year. The For-
est Department has car-
ried out geo-tagging of the
plantations, and the surviv-
al rare of saplings has been
recorded at between 96%
and 97%, he added.

Every wineer, air pollu-
tion spikes in Defhi-NCR
and many parts of the larg
er Indo-Gangetic  Plains,
mainly due to metearologi
cal factors such as lower
wind speed and a drop in
emperarure, exacerbated
by pollution from stubble
burning and the use of fire
crackers,

2> Class24
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As Delhi’s Air Quality Turns ‘Poor’,
Restrictions Enforced GRAP Stage |

geor/

fewil 1 AQI 245 (“ERTE") - CAQM A GRAP TRUI-1 AR fHaT: Sterel SFRex W AP, Hdd EV/CNG/BS-VI
AT T

GThe numbers | 3idvs °Stagelsteps | TROTI ¥= °Wh WIS WDl 8°

| \ > No diesel gensets as > Low wind & falling
245 179 regular power temperature
AQI — poor Day before — @Tﬂﬁ W :
FENE] moderate_ C q_Eﬂ. PH edl
TP 1 ugel » Only EV/ICNG/BS-VI » Stubble burning in
- " | | inter-State buses Punjab, Haryana
214 || 78 lakh T T o
Clean-air days Saplings » Strict dust & waste (;u;'recrac ers, venicles,
in 2026 planted norms
| D T Il e | el FoizroT YT, aTe
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Delhi air “poor” — GRAP Stage | — in depth (1/2)

feeeht ag — faaR 9 (1/72)

» CAQM — Commission

for Air Quality Mgmt
CAQM

» Set up by 2021 Act
2021 3fferfaw

» Official AQI from CPCB
4 p.m. bulletin

CPCB

.

J

.

» 11-point pollution plan
11 fdg

» ~30 agencies involved

30 TSRl

» 24x7 command centre
monitoring

AR

Class24

Who decides aﬁqau Delhls Ian
(I

» PM2.5 enters deep into
lungs
PM2.5

» Asthma, heart disease,
stroke

T

» Children & elderly most
at risk

T, g
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ENVIRONMENT — AIR POLLUTION | UdfaRul - a1g Uguur

Delhi air “poor” — GRAP Stage | — in depth (2/2)

feee

G Winter smog: how it forms | ¥ &H a-Tdt

.

O

Stubble &
emissions

Oct—Nov

IS R—AdER

t ag — AR A (2/2)

0-0-06

Cold air Calm winds Smog traps

ot gar M gaT e
Temperature No dispersal AQI spikes

inversion aﬁﬂ?ﬂlﬁ AQl del
Ui SehHUT

Did you know’>
& 1O =i

Class24

» National AQI launched
In 2014

2014

» AQI uses 8 pollutants
incl. PM2.5, PM10, NO,,
8021 03

8 WgUP
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Delhi air “poor” — GRAP Stage | — background (1/2)

feeett ag — guYfH (1/2)

GRAP explained

Class24

History of GRAP | Sources of Delhi pollution
GRAP T ¢ - @ sfag™ D @ Ard
> Notified in 2017 after SC » Vehicles — largest local
0T AQl order (M.C. Mehta case) source
oo 201-300 2017 dred
Il = Very Poor 0. 00 > Implemented first by » Road & construction
98d W EPCA dust
- EPCA
l'T'm_\,SG"ere 401-450 | Y
» CAQM took over in 2021
Ve sas0 CAQM 2021 urting
> Now forecast-based — ST
acts in advance
qaiqHE SuTiRd » Stubble — seasonal
peak
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Delhi air “poor” — GRAP Stage | — background (2/2)
feeett arg — g8y (2/2)

@ National Clean Air Programme | NCAP @ E%%ﬁg;fé%?ble Sk
» Happy Seeder, crop-
o ~ - 0 ~ residue machines
Launched 131 cities Cut PM by Funds by
2019 131 UG 40% results » Pusa bio-decomposer
2019 40% HHI ufomH siremfda T SHueR
MoEFCC Non-attainment By 2026 Performance-
TafaRuT T AT Y TR 2026 TH linked > Use straw for
Sy biofuel/CBG

g g4

\ J \_ J

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 34



ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — AIR POLLUTION | W—mw

Delhi air “poor” — GRAP Stage | — Map & Diagram
et ey — w9 e

Air Quality Index bands & GRAP stages (Delhi-NCR)

Class24

Poor Very Poor Severe
201-300 301-400 401-500
Delhi: 245
(22 Oct)
Stage | - Poor Stage |l - Very Poor Stage lll - Severe Stage |V - Severe +
No diesel gensets; only Higher parking fees; Construction curbs; BS-1ll Truck entry stopped;
EV/CNG/BS-VI inter-State buses more buses & metro petrol & BS-IV diesel cars banngd schools may go online
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» AQI 245 = “Poor”
band
245 - WORId

» GRAP has 4 stages

by AQI
4 IUT

» Stage I: no diesel
gensets; clean buses
only

o7 |

» Stage IV: truck entry

_ stopped

o7 |V

35



ARTICLE 5 « HEALTH — FOOD SAFETY | ¥TRY — WTe] R&T

FSSAI notice to Nestle, Zydus

FSSAI Fifed
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‘Misleading’ claims: Nestle India,
Zydus Wellness get FSSAI notice

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has issued notices
to Nestle India and Zydus
Wellness over “misleading
claims” in certain products
and has asked the compa-
nies to provide scientific
proof to support their
advertisements,

In a social media post,
the FSSAI said notices were
sent to Nestle India for mis-
leading claims and non-
compliant promotions in-
volving two food products
‘Lactogen Pro 1 Powder'
and ‘Nan Excella Pro Stage
I'.

The regulator also is-
sued notice to Zydus Well-
ness Product Ltd. citing
misleading claims and ad-
vertisement on its food
product Complan.

In the notice issued for
Lactogen Pro 1 powder, the
FSSAI said the company
has claimed, in its labelling

The companies have
been asked to
provide scientific
proof to support
their advertisements

and advertisement mate-
rial, that the product “con-
tains whey protein, which
is a part of milk protein
that is easy to digest”.

On whey protein

The food safety regulator
has asked Nestle to furnish
scientific substantiation for
the claim regarding whey
protein  being easy to
digest.

In the product Nan Ex-
cella Pro Stage 1, the FSSAI
said that the claim “5
HMOs [human milk oligo-
saccharides] helps support
normal immune system”
was considered to imply
that the product was suita-
ble for supporting the im-
mune system.

“The claim was consi-

dered non-compliant with
provisions prohibiting
claims relating to the pre-
vention, alleviation, treat-
ment or cure of any dis-
ease, disorder or particular
physiological condition,
unless specifically permit-
ted under applicable regu-
lations,” the regulator said.

In the case of Complan,
the FSSAI said the product
label displays images of
two children and claims in-
clude “2X Faster Growth”,
“Supports Concentration
and Memory™ and “Pro Im-
munity+ 34 Vital
Nutrients”.

The claims were found
to be in violation of the FSS
(Advertising and Claims)
Regulations, 2018. The reg-
ulator has asked Zydus to
provide scientific justifica-
tion for such claims.

The advertisement
claim “Growth Comes in 4
Flavours” was found to vio-
late regulations of the FSS
(Advertising and Claims)
Regulations, 2018.
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36
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‘Misleading’ Claims: Nestle India,
Zydus Wellness Get FSSAI Notice

YHTUT

° Products | 3dlq o

» Lactogen Pro 1
(Nestle)

CELIEE]

» Nan Excella Pro Stage
1 (Nestle)

EERER )
» Complan (Zydus
Wellness)

DI

J

» Scientific proof for
claims

CRICER L]

» Remove disease-
prevention claims

TN g1d geTd

» Comply with 2018
Regulations

fafeaw

.

Class24

Rrg srere

Fssmg\ﬁﬁﬁ?%m(aae‘lﬁqﬁqwm 3R WIS A (PTRAT) B YUTHSD <d] UR e Al - age

vehat F3SA) wants )i °Why it matters | HEE 4

» Parents trust infant-food
labels

ATaT-fOdT BT YT

» Images of children on
pack

a1 B adN
» Follows 18 Oct move on
added sugar in infant food

T IR AP

Infant & health drinks

\_
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FSSAI notice to Nestle, Zydus — in depth (1/2)
FSSAI Fifed — fawR 3 (1/2)

° Key terms | RTeqIaeil ] ]

Term Meaning
g 3%
. Milk protein in

Whey protein quuidp art

[+

Sugars in
HMOs hyman milk
HMO Al &b gY ol
Health claim :i:r?l? d-health
ST &ral WS-y

.

J

e Claims banped ®
ufasfad g

» Prevent/cure disease
claims

IRT ST

» Vague “natural”, “pure”
without basis

SIY e

» Misleading
comparisons

HTHD dcd-T

.

Class24

Breastfeeding law

YT DI

» IMS Act, 1992 — curbs
Infant-formula promotion

Ims Siferfas

» WHO: exclusive
breastfeeding 6 months

6 Hig

» No ads showing
formula as equal to
breast milk

RIS 8l

v
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Class24

FSSAI notice to Nestle, Zydus — in depth (2/2)
FSSAI Fifed — fawR 4 (2/2)

Did you know?

G How a claim gets approved | Eﬁﬂﬁm

T 3T ATd &

> In 2024, “health drink”
tag was dropped for

Bournvita-type products
SC|ence Apply to Expert panel Approved

FSSAI T §®
3Mmda

> FSSAI's “Label
Studies, data Dossier Review Then label .
T e R e Padhega India” push for

reading labels

d9d Ue

.
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FSSAI notice to Nestle, Zydus — background (1/2)
FSSAI Aifed — g8y (1/2)

Food-safety law in India

.

die] dIA

Law Year
AL G CL

PFA Act (old)
PFA

FSS Act
FSS

FSSAI set up
FSSAI

Advertising &
Claims Regs

1954

2006

2008

2018

J

\_

sf@uiis e
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Who else regulates ads ‘::]

S

» Nutrition claim — “high
protein”

YT gran

» Health claim — nutrient
helps body
SATRY ¢IdTl

» Disease-risk reduction —
needs approval

M-S

» Disease cure — never
allowed

ECIE R

» CCPA — misleading ads
(CPA 2019)

CCPA

» ASCI — self-regulation
by industry
ASCI

» Drugs & Magic
Remedies Act, 1954
1954 3ifef=as
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FSSAI notice to Nestle, Zydus — background (2/2)
FSSAI Aifed — gRY (2/2)

@ Recent FSSAI crackdowns | B'Iﬁaﬁﬂ'ﬂ{?lﬁ

O0-0-0-

Rice bran oil Added sugar Pesticide
limits
PIcAIRID
Flipkart, Infant food Tea
BigBasket 18 3{dga’k g1y
17 3(ageR

.

Q

Nestle, Zydus

22 Oct
22 AR

Class24

Child nutrition schemes

CIGRIL LI

» POSHAN Abhiyaan
(2018)
gryor 3fHae

» Mission Poshan 2.0

TIyT 2.0

» MAA programme —
promotes breastfeeding
MAA
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FSSAI notice to Nestle, Zydus — Map & Diagram
FSSAI AIfed — Ao 9 3Ry

Class24

FSSAI: which product claims crossed the line
Product Claim FSSAI view
s
Nestle - Lactogen Pro 1 — “Whey protein... easy to digest” Asked l;;)rr;ztf:ientific
=
- “5 HMOs help support normal Implies disease
Nestie - Nan ExcellaPro 1 [ immune system” prevention - not allowed

Zydus - Complan

> “2X Faster Growth”, “Supports
Memory”, “Pro Immunity+"

Violates Advertising
& Claims Regs 2018
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Lactogen: “easy to
digest” — prove it

RELEE]

» Nan Excella: immmune
claim not allowed

BIGEEKAGL

» Complan: “2X Faster
Growth”
DT

» Rules: Advertising &
Claims Regs, 2018

2018 fafqaw
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Turkiye, Pak, Indonesia, Qatar defence pact

&1 ST

Daily Current Affairs

Turkiye, Pakistan,
Indonesia, and Qatar
sign defence accord

Reuters
ANKARA

Turkiye, Qatar, Pakistan,
and Indonesia signed an
agreement on Wednesday
to boost defence coopera-
tion and strengthen defen-
sive capabilities, the Tur-
kish Defence Ministry said.

In a statement, the Mi-
nistry said the countries
signed the “Badr Memo-
randum of Understanding”
in Doha as a sign of their
desire to further deepen
cooperation and develop
partnerships.

“The agreement holds

22 October 2026  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

substantial economic im-
portance,” it said. “By leve-
raging the unique military
production capabilities of
each country, the initiative
will facilitate cooperation
and integration, enhance
defence industrial capaci-
ties, and enable the fulfil-
ment of the needs of allied
nations,” it added.

Turkey, which has NA-
TO’s second-largest army
and a robust defence in-
dustry, has been helping
Gulf nations, including Qa-
tar, where it has a military
base, bolster their defenc-
es amid the Iran war.
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Turkiye, Pakistan, Indonesia, and Qatar
Sign Defence Accord

@ “Badr” MoU
ag
afea, ufewam, § 3R PR A SIgT H "I JHSNAT JTU” UR SLATER fPT - &1 I T 3R Aren
IdTe &HdT 9¢11 & forg

° The accord | |Hghar [y eAims | Se0 e Context | HegH H

» “Badr Memorandum » Boost defence > Amid the Iran war
of Understanding” cooperation M IS
dIst MoU 3&T HEAN » Tiirkiye helping Gulf
» Signed in Doha, Qatar > Pool military states arm up
A production capacity st o
HTLAT TG

» Announced by Turkish | » Rising Turkiye—
Defence Ministry > Meet needs of "allied Pakistan defence ties
GEAREINE) nations” qoI-uTd

Hganft ¢=1

. J \ J \ J
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Turkiye, Pak, Indonesia, Qatar defence pact — in depth (1/2)
T UM — faRaR | (1/2)

.

Members at a glance | F
Ho™
Country Note
oxI farwan
Turkiye NATO'’s 2nd-
daf$a largest army
Pakistan
Nuclear power
Indonesia Largest Muslim
population
Qatar Gas-rich; hosts
hd? Turkish base

J

Why India watches
YR I ToR

1O

» Turkish drones used by
Pakistan

g

» Turkiye's past remarks
on Kashmir

HIUR

» India has good ties
with Indonesia, Qatar

3y TEY

.
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Defence industry

TeIT IR

» Tlrkiye: Bayraktar
drones, warships

CICEEGIE

» Pakistan: JF-17 (with
China)
JF-17

» Indonesia: PT PAL
shipyard
PT PAL
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Turkiye, Pak, Indonesia, Qatar defence pact — in depth (2/2)

T&T gHSNdT — (IR 9 (2/2)

G India’s balancing strategy | YRd &t Hifd

©0-0-0-

Indone3|a Qatar Greece
hd} Cypr

BrahMos interest  Top LNG supplier  Counter-balance

ERIR LNG e

.

O

Watch

Turkiye—Pak

Arms flows

HREIN

Did you know’>
5 QO e

» Badr — first major battle
of early Islam (624 CE)

9% BT &

» Indonesia’s President

Prabowo was India’s R-

Day chief guest (2025)
TG feaw
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Turkiye, Pak, Indonesia, Qatar defence pact — background (1/2)
<& T — gBYFA (1/2)

Military alliances — key ones Turkiye—Pakistan ties . 7Y
e T TeE e O @ TP HaY @ @ OIC basics | OIC L
» Corvettes (MILGEM) » Organisation of
JCELE built for Pak Navy Islamic Cooperation

Q%Tro 1949 ey (1969)
CSTO (Russia- » Drones & training SEATH TEANT TS
cero 1992 S + 57 members; HO
Saudi-Pak > Both in OIC; once in Jeddah
defence pact 2025 CENTO (1955) 57 dcH™

1-ar OIC, CENTO » India is not a member

sadrMot 2026 HRd qe el

. J \_ J g J
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Turkiye, Pak, Indonesia, Qatar defence pact — background (2/2)

Y& qHShaT — g8y (2/2)

€@ ndiacuit & SE Asialinks | WA ¥ way et A
» Turkiye backed Pak in
Op Sindoor (2025)
Dlaspora Act East Defence EE
UaE 3% exports » India strengthened ties
Y& At with Greece, Armenia
~8 lakh in Qatar  LNG deal to 2048 Indonesia, BrahMos ;ﬂ'\q 3“1. =r31
HR LNG ASEAN ERIS]
SR » Trade continues;

“boycott Turkiye” calls

.
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Turkiye, Pak, Indonesia, Qatar defence pact — Map & Diagram

& FHSdT — ARG 9 39

“Badr” MoU: Turkiye, Pakistan, Indonesia & Qatar join hands on defence

-

Tiurkiye - NATO's 2nd-lafgest army;
military base in Qatar

L

/

[Qatar - MoU signed in DohaJ

!

y
\

A

%

N i s

Indonesia -
largest Muslim-majority nation
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» 4 nations: Turkiye,
Pakistan, Indonesia,
Qatar

439

» “Badr” MoU signed in
Doha

|

» Turkiye has a base in
Qatar
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» Pakistan on India’s
western border
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ARTICLE 7 * SOCIAL ISSUES — DRUG ABUSE | ITHTo® g, - =M

Bihar: a new lethal high after prohibition

fagr & ==m

PART1]"

Dry foradecade, Bihar
hitby anew lethal
high: Drugs & addicts

Crackdown on liquor masks alarming surge in narcotics
that has stretched security and health apparatus: NDPS
cases rise four-fold in 6 vears, pills seizure 30-fold in 4 years

Himanshu Harsh
Putna, October 22

INTHE 10 yeqrs since Barim-
posed prohibition, its police
have setzed around 116 crose
litres of Bcuoe and madearoun)
745 iakh related arrests across
the state — around 8,650 Gtres
and 196 arreats on an average,
every day. This & kisown, What
s undler the radar, however, is
that beyond the smuggled
battie, a paraliel workl of intoa-
cants istaking shape — ane that
mvelves pocket-sized packets,
tabylet strips, betnin toa distme-
tive variant “kota”, vials, soap
benoes or even a petticont fokl.

Focapalice force that spenta
decade learning to find contra-
band liquor in trains tankers
and horse-bome corsignments,
the fast-emerging market in
dmgs haes set off i series of nlamm
bells they have begun tuning
into, an Investigation by The
Icdian Exgress shows.

Onver the past three months,
this newspaper reviewed cuse
records and official data, and
spoeke 1o police officers, social
workessand doctans o fired how
Hihar's drugs map bas steadily

Daily Current Affairs

22 October 2026

= NUMBERSRISING, ALARMS RINGING
Details of cases registerad in 8ihar under NDPS Act

= = &
s ™ o
S ES g e &%
ooy 2 o N

Cases

Sourts- Cormprid foom Bifve Moo dats

20-FOLDRISEIN3 YRS

Bernlick of the-acdcdiction

Nasha Mokt Bharat Abhiyan

centres in BRar supported under

® XOG oMy

3562

]

29.429
(2024.25)

1487 =

QU227 -

Sourts buy 1 Padrvart dene Varch 10, J008, by Mt Sorie hinsoe el Erpowerrs)

— and very sharply — ex
panded, shifting to newer dis-
tricts; bow polios fear this mas-
b= is fuelling arvenile crimes; and
b treatment has hardly kepe
pace, with Centrally suppored
facilities operating in Jess than
voe-thind of the state’s districes.
‘T'he numbess from the state
and Centrecapture the crisis—
Key indicators have junsped:

® Daza compéled by the Bibar
Police H shows that the num-
berof cuses registered under the
Naticaal Drugs and #sycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Actin
the first five manths of 2026
akne (LY0G) was 83 cases moee
than those registerad in the
whole of 2022 {see charr), This
namber wus only 697 i X019
+CONTINUED ONPAGE Y0

Dry for adecade, Bihar hit by a new lethal high: Drugs and addicts
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Dry for a Decade, Bihar Hit by

a New Lethal High: Drugs & Addicts

Emiizﬁa?1oaﬁwﬁmﬁmﬂﬁwzﬁmmmﬂv-ansmﬁeaﬁﬁmw,rﬁﬁﬁaﬂ\ﬂ&m-qﬁ
30 T[T

° Numbers | 3Tdhg 1] e How it grew | & T N4 e Human cost | HTFA Q

Express investigation
ofrd

» Prohibition since 5 Apr » Juveniles detained: 1

4X 30x 2016 (2016-23) — 50 (2024)
NDPS cases in | | Pill seizures in W

6 4

lq]%/qg[ rﬁ%% » Liquor costly in black » Shift to heroin &

J market (¥1,500 a bottle) synthetic drugs
1,905 ~2X i | i |

: » Drugs give longer high » Treatment centres in <
Cases Jan—May Ganja seized for less 1/3 districts

2008 || 202228 SRR 9 ¥
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ARTICLE 7 » SOCIAL ISSUES — DRUG ABUSE | HTHITfSI® g, - -T=1T

Bihar: a new lethal high after prohibition — in depth (1/2)

Police response a Smuggling tricks |
G gferd HRaRg Y = i

fErR a9 — IR 9 (1/2)

° “Kota” explained |
llml’

» Raw heroin, inhaled
with cigarettes

Pl g%

» Name from “quota” = a
dose

YriPh

» Box 50,000 — 400-
500 vials of 300-400

=M=

.

s

J

.

» STF narcotics cell
(Apr 2025)
STF

» Prohibition & State

Narcotics Control
Bureau (Sep 2025)

» ¥52.32 cr drugs seized,
315 arrested

Wil

Class24

» Couriers by train from
NE

G |

» Women carriers;
hidden in.clothes

Higwrg

» Small quantities slip
past scanners & dogs

St 46T

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

54



ARTICLE 7 » SOCIAL ISSUES — DRUG ABUSE | HTHITfSI® g, - -T=1T

Class24

Bihar: a new lethal high after prohibition — in depth (2/2)

fER a9 — IR 9 (2/2)

ﬂ DG’s message: whole-of-society fight | THY ASTS

O

O -

Pollce action Community Treatment
qJYgqra ENLS]

Not enough Resistance De-addiction
:l'eg IR BEIE(ES|

.

* o
Punjab lesson

Uolld 9db

State-backed
PR g

Did you know’>
& 1O =i

» 26 June — International
Day against Drug Abuse

26 S

» MANAS helpline 1933 —
report drug trafficking

1933
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ARTICLE 7 » SOCIAL ISSUES — DRUG ABUSE | HTHTfSI® g, - -T=1T

Bihar: a new lethal high after prohibition — background (1/2)

foeR o 7= — gy (1/2)
&

Quantity Punishment
HIAT qoll

e NDPS Act, 1985
NDPS 3ffef<ay

Small :

T Upto 1 yr/fine

Intermediate

T Up to 10 yrs

Commercial 10-20 yrs +
31-2 lakh

Repeat (some) Death penalty
possible

. J

@ Bihar prohibition
fER RTEEd

\_

» Bihar Prohibition & Excise
Act, 2016
2016

» 3.16 crore litres seized
iIn 10 yrs
v )|

» 7.15 lakh arrests

RrRufyar

> Art 47 (DPSP): prohibit
Intoxicants

3. 47

d

Class24

@ Dry states ®

» Gujarat (since 1960)

TolRTd

» Bihar (2016),
Nagaland, Mizoram

RER, ANTes

» Lakshadweep (UT)
wargg
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Bihar: a new lethal high after prohibition — background (2/2)
fagR & 7= — gy (2/2)

@ India’s two drug belts | &l FI=I &3

National efforts F

S v

» Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan (2020) — target
2029

S < T
o el waut Ay » NCB — Narcotics
Af—%%;lran W?:rsf%%n 1:11(3]lcjte Myanrpr?];—iLaos— Ea%mute Control Bureau (1986)
74 NCB
» NCORD - coordination
mechanism

NCORD

\ J \_ J
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Bihar: a new lethal high after prohibition — Map & Diagram

fErRdTEn — aafkE 9 3

How heroin, “kota” & yaba reach Bihar

Bihar - Patna

Slichar (Assam)

<
( "i g \\\
vl 1
“!‘ i b1 o~
Champhai-Aizaw!
(Mizoram)

“"Death/Golden
Triangle”

Drug tablets seized (NDPS)

9.29 lakh

23,162

Daily Current Affairs

2022 Jan-May
2026

De-addiction beneficiaries in Bihar (~20x)

29,429

=—1487

2022-23

2024-25

22 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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g

Read the vis:ual

EECIREE

» Route: Myanmar —
Mizoram — Silchar —
Bihar

HRT

» Tablets seized: 29,762
— 9.29 lakh
mferar

» De-addiction
beneficiaries ~20x

20 AT

» Source region:
“Death/Golden Triangle”

vl Fyw

J
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Keepingagents In check Size gives way to ownership FINANCIAL EXPRESS ¢ 22 OCT 2026

[RDGSTIY 5 THCHTENING CONTROLS WITH REETRICTID ACCESS

MONTTORING

Page 9 - eFE — Explainer

UY 9 - TS

Articles covered from this page | 9 U¥ 3 fore U ke

a WPI vs CPI | Yi® ST ezl

What do the two
ice indices — WPl
CPl —measure?

P S ST bttt

WPIvs CPI: The inflation
divergence in the two indices

Winhensl masehn || TPen '

Aaddeduwwtal sflonsncd § S0

1 s b A 0

vl b0 STOC Ty the SREt T30 MY
sremm s st toms & stad praseordy ntdua by
» Why do the two indices diverge?

e W g
0 A o s e
e 0o T ot as o
o 8 | sy S L
———.

= o —na_a — )
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ARTICLE 8 « ECONOMY — INFLATION | 3rdfeuawT - 45 g

2> Class24

WPI vs CPI: the inflation gap
Y1 T TH el

e What do thetwo
priceindices — WPI
& CPI —measure?

THE WHOLESALE PRICE Tnclex (WPT)
measures the average change in
prices transacted in the wholesale
market for bulk sale of goods.

The Consumer Price Index{CP1)
meassires Changes in the genetal lovel
of retail prives foe select goods and
servioes purchased by households for
consumgtion.

The W'l is compiled by the Office
of the Economk Adviser in the
Diepartment for Prometion of
Industry and Interonl Teade {DPIT),
whereas the National Seatistics
Office, under the Mizmistry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MeSP1),
complles the CT1

Boths the peice indices use a base
yearas a reference point, with the
index set to 100 to track prices over
time The Latest revised base year
for the Wi is 2022-23,and for the
CI'Linis 2024

Thee yoat-on-vear WITinflation hit
11.39% in September 2026, more

Explainer

MEASURING
PRICE
PRESSURES

WPI s CP_i: The mﬂatlon

divergence in the two indices

Wholesale inflation hit 11.3%%in September 2026, more than
double the retail inflation of 5.54%. Explaining the reasons behind

11.39%

than dovte the year-cn-year CF1 the gap, Debashis Acharya says awholesale price shock need not WP INFLATION
inflation of 5.54%. The WPl inflation s < g . AGAINST 5.58% CPI
was 9,529 in August 2026, whereas translate into CPlin the short run since the nseor fallinwholesale \up amon e sep 2026
0 vas 4.8 3% :
the CRHnflasionwas 8855 prices is expected toreach retafl prices only with alag A BT
! MANUFACTURING
INPUTS &
INCLUDING MINERALS
o Whydo the two indices diverge? AROBASICMRTALS:
FIRST, THE TWO indlices differ by design.  Itemeby 4% and that inservices ltomaby  factocy lovel for manufactured goods ACCOUNT FORALARGE
The items in the WPl and CPlbasketsof 10 The W'l new serkes containg 957 andd at the mandi level for agricultusal SHARE OF THEWP!
gnods and services differ and are iterns, compared to 697 in the series goods, But CP1compilation uses BASKETAND ARE
weighted difforontly. The total weighted  with the base year 2011-12. Secandly, prices that consumers pay at the retail mm
Items in the current Al India CPlare WPl uses average peices at the first stage  leved, which are collected from PRICE INFLUENCES

358, reflecting an locrease n goods

of the transaction, for Instance, at the ex

variows markets.

epaperfinancialoxpresscomp @ @
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e How do the weights of items differ?

THE CP 2024 sarhes’updated [tem
Basket and welghts are hased on the
Hossehold Consutption Expenditure
Sutvey 2023-24, To make India’s CPI
globally comparable, the 2024 seriey
has adopted the dassification of
Indivadual Consumption Acoording to
Purpose [COICOP}, as per the UN
Statistles Diviskon, This, The now senes
has 12 clivisions, 43 proups, 92 dasses,
and 162 sub-classes as per COICOPRs
2018, In the combened CP, the food
and beverage weight declined from
4261%In 201 2t0 36,7510 2024, The
welght of housing, water, electricity,
s, anxd other fuels increased to
17.66% fram 16.88%, Ssmilarly, the

other divisions with increased weights
Include health, transport, information
and commun|cation, paan, tobacco,
and intoxicants, and personal care

Now, the WP weights are based on
the gross value of catput (GYO),
emgphasising domestic procluction,
rather than the Net Traded Value used
Inthe 201112 series. The Net Traded
Value equals GVO plis imports minus
exporta. The two indices alsodivenge
due o differences in the wvights of
food groups and major petroleum
products in the two baskets. Farther,
services such zs housing, education,
recreation, and medical care foem pant
of CPTout pot of Wil

® Global prices & theirinfluence

ITEMS SUCH AS manudocturing inputs
and intermediate goods, mcluding
minerals and basic metals, account for
a large share of the WP basket and are
subject toglobal peice influences. These
are not consumed by households and

donot tarm part of the CPThasket

Therefone, a wholesale price shaock
*need not necessarily translate into C¥1
in the short run® since the nse or fall in
wholesale prices is expected to reach
retail prices onty with alag.

@ S0,is there arole ofimported inflation
inthe divergence story?

THE RBI'S MONETARY Policy report,
Octaber 2026, analyses how, following
the Wess Asla Conflict, imparted
Inflation, Lo, the contritrtion of
impoctid components to domestic
inflaticn, increased as per the WPI
202223 series. Imported inflation
Increased untdl May 2026, with
some respite thereafter. The CPI
Impocted nflathon also stayed high,
but the sequential incroase in CP1%
inmpocted inDathon was lowes than

New Dehi

that inWPL due to delayed and partial
price increases in petroleum procucts
at the retail leved”, says the report.
Forexample, the RB! estimates show
the CP1 2024 tased retall imported
Inflation to be 31.7% {y-o-yhand

the WIS 2022-23-based imported
inflation to be 20.3% a5 of

Aagust 2026

The writer ix  professor ad the Schood of
Econonvies, Dstrersity of Hpelovabyd
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ARTICLE 8 -

ECONOMY — INFLATION | 3ifoqa<T - Hgimg

Class24

WPI vs CPI: The Inflation
Divergence in the Two Indices

ﬁﬁmﬁuwmn 39% — TaRT (5.54%) W SR T 3ifRIP; HRUL: ERT B, YR, Yeu Wik 3R Ay Fial

G The gap | 3T .h e Why they differ | i P

\_

11.39% || 5.54%
WPI, Sept CPI, Sept
UTch G
9.92% || 4.83%
lelh%é\ug CF%,E%ug

J

.

» Different baskets &
weights

B § UR

» WPI: first-stage prices;

CPI: retail
Heq T}

» Services only in CPI

qarg

Explainer
aqreeqT

e Global link | dffye® ddy &8

» WPI heavy in metals,
minerals

T, e

» West Asia war —
Imported inflation

3maTford AES

» Retall feels it with a lag

¢ I 3R
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WPI vs CPI: the inflation gap — in depth (1/2)
Ui I YT — f[awrR & (1/2)

° Imported inflation
TTTId HES
20.3% 11.7%
WPI imported CPI imported
(Aug) (Aug)
ey G
May 2026 || RBI MPR
Peak of rise Source, Oct
IIH 2026
ard

.

J

New CPIl 2024 series

(5 Jh

s
CPI d

» Based on HCES 2023-
24

SUHRT Jd&foT

» Uses UN COICOP
2018

COICOP

» Food weight 42.6% —
36.75%

die] HIR 9cT

. J

Class24

New WPI series | 7-I'§

WPI

» Base 2022-23
2022-23

> 957 items (from 697)
957 d¥dU

» Welights on gross
value of output

Jcllgd HcY
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CI03324
WPI vs CPI: the inflation gap — in depth (2/2)

b 9T YT — fawrR & (2/2)

G How a price shock travels | FIe®T &4 gl Pr o ° Did you know’)
» India used WPI as the
- - - main inflation gauge until
Global WPI 0 CPI 1 later RBI acts 203.%&'.14 (Ur.q%ﬂ.jit PeE] [peie)
oil/metals 1 T wmﬁ RBI
Iy » GDP deflator is a third
Import costs Factory prices With a lag Repo rate inflation measure
3T Thac! g Iy q
i “ «d GDP fewic?

.

Y,
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ARTICLE 8 « ECONOMY — INFLATION | 3rdfeuawT - Hg g

WPI vs CPI: the inflation gap — background (1/2)

Y1 TTH T — YEYH (1/2)

e Types of inflation
HETS & UPR
Type Cause
YhIR BRU[
Demand-pul 102 Tt
HIT-S1Y i
Cost-push Input costs rise
ARTd-ST= AN gf
Imported Global prices,
rugee
Excl. food &
%)vre fuel
Q-S4 S16R

.

J

\_

Inflation targeting

» RBI Act amended 2016
2016

» Target CPI 4% = 2%
4% * 2%

» Set by govt every 5

&

years
5 gy
» MPC — 6 members
decide repo
MPC

Class24

Other price indices

S JIhTh

» CPI-IW (industrial
workers) — Labour Bureau

CPI-IW

» CPI-AL/RL — farm &
rural labourers

CPI-AL

» PPl — planned producer
price index
PPI
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WPI vs CPI: the inflation gap — background (2/2)
b 9T GeRT — YSYFA (2/2)

@ Who uses which index | SUANT

» MPC minutes flag
widening price pressure

@ Recent RBI view .
RBI &1 ¥

RBI Govt staff DA Industry GDP deflator ’ E
RBI HETS W » Watch pass-through of
WPI to CPI
CPI:m%ollcy C(::E|I-|I\\//VV WPI &I%%rgracts Real GI(D;EP RIpIpd
» Oil above $100/bbl a
key risk
da Sifad

.
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WPI vs CPI: the inflation gap — Map & Diagram

P T TH Gl — AT T 3R

Wholesale vs retail inflation

s WP
11.39% o P
9.92% Compiled by
Base year
Prices at
Services?
items

Global inputs
Aug 2026 Sep 2026

Daily Current Affairs « 22 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Why the two diverge

WPI

OEA, DPUT

2022-23

Factory / mandi

No

957

Large share

CPI

NSO, MoSPI

2024

Retail shop

358

Small share

E> Class24

Read the visual

EECIREE

» Sept: WPI 11.39% vs
CPI1 5.54%

3}
» WPI: goods only,
factory/mandi prices

Had a&u

» CPI: goods + services,

retall prices

Hare 4t
» WPI has more global
Inputs

af¥® 37ge
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

RRB NTPC 2024 (CBT-1)

Exam date: 28 Aug 2025 (Shift 3) « Topic: Eight core industries

RRB Group D 2025
Exam date: 18 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Drug abuse

The government tracks the performance of
eight core industries to monitor industrial
activity. What is the approximate weight of the
core industries in the Index of Industrial
Production (lIP)?

(@) 30%
(b) 40%
(c) 20%
(d) 45%

.

Which national campaign is being strengthened
In 2026 to address the problem of drug abuse
among the youth in India?

(a) Startup India Scheme

(b) Digital India Programme

(c) Fit India Movement

(d) Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

.

RRB NTPC 2024 (CBT-1)

Exam date: 28 Aug 2025 (Shift 3) « Topic: Eight core industries

The government tracks the performance of eight core
industries to monitor industrial activity. What is the
approximate weight of the core industries in the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP)?

(a) 30%
(b) 40%
(c) 20%
(d) 45%

Answer: (b) Core industries = 40% of IIP.
CHTYHIT 40%

Class24

RRB Group D 2025

Exam date: 18 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Drug abuse

Which national campaign is being strengthened in
2026 to address the problem of drug abuse among
the youth in India?

(a) Startup India Scheme

(b) Digital India Programme

(c) Fit India Movement

(d) Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan

Answer: (d) Launched 2020 by Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.
R0 God YR S|

Daily Current Affairs
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q1-4 | g B qRE

Class24

-

The Index of Eight Core Industries is released

by:
eynamwhwimﬁqﬂmw%?

(a) NSO, MoSPI (b) Office of Economic

Adviser, DPIIT

(c) RBI (d) NITI Aayog

.

~N

r

.

Which had the highest weight in the old (2011-
12) core index?

PR DD U Jad 3(fUd UR:
(a) Electricity (b) Steel
(c) Refinery products (d) Coal

-

(a) Home Affairs

CERT-In functions under which ministry?
CERT-In fora wmera & S1efien

(b) Defence

(c) Electronics & IT (d) Communications

\_

r

@ The maximum penalty under the DPDP Act,
2023 can go up to:
DPDP srfil%mnzozs H 3fftrepay SHiAT:

(a) %50 crore (b) X100 crore

(c) 250 crore (d) *500 crore
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | g B qRE

Class24

-

.

Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act
requires:

YPER fFarur sftfad &t 4RT 17A:

(b) Prior approval before

~N

r

GRAP Stage | is triggered when Delhi’s AQl is in
the range:
GRAP U | f5d AQI TR?

~N

-

\_

(a) Death penalty for bribery probing a public servant’s official (a) 101-200 (b) 201-300
decisions
(c) Asset declaration (d) Lokpal approval for arrests (c) 301-400 (d) 401-450
A
N\
e The Commission for Air Quality Management @ The Infant Milk Substitutes (IMS) Act regulating
(CAQM) was set up under an Act of: formula promotion was passed in:
CAQM q g4 1 IMS 3if2 &q g1
(a) 2017 (b) 2019 (a) 1986 (b) 1992
(c) 2021 (d) 2023 (c) 2006 (d) 2013

Daily Current Affairs
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q9-10 | ¥4 &I UG

Class24

-

N\
@ The “Golden Triangle” of drug production Which index does RBI use for its inflation
includes: . target? .
“¥quf AYyer § mfre: RBI &1 Hg TS 91&d fvd Gaaid uv?
(a) Afghanistan, Pakistan, (b) Myanmar, Laos, :
Iran Thailand (a) WPI (b) CPI (Combined)
: .. (d) Nepal, Bhutan, i
(c) Colombia, Peru, Bolivia Bangladesh (c) CPI-IW (d) GDP deflator
J J
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

Office of Economic Adwser DPIT — IIP is by NSO.
C"rl'l'% NNIEIN Oblqmq DPIITI
Refinery products — ~28%.

. Jdlc|
Electronics & IT — MeitY; set up 2004.
SAGCHa J IT|
¥250 crore — Per instance, for failing to protect data.
3250 $€IS I

e Prior ap roval before probing a public servant’s official decisions — Added in 2018.
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d HATCAT

201-300 — “Poor” category.
201-3001

2021 — Replaced EPCA.
20211

1992 — Amended 2003.
19921

Myanmar, Laos, Thailand — Golden Crescent = Af-Pak—Iran.
TR, A1, UTsas |

CPI (Combined) — 4% + 2%.
CPI (HYdd)|
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | a1 d fiu® Class?24

Myth Buster of the Day — Society | 3(TST &1 YD

4 ) 4

MYTH | Y FACT | 9

‘e - Not necessarily. Bihar has been “dry” since 2016, yet NDPS (drug)
Bannin g al CO h OI m akes a cases rose four-fold in six years and pill seizures 30-fold in four years.

state free of addiction.” When liquor becam(_e costly in t_he blagk mark_et, many users shifteo_l to
cheaper, longer-lasting drugs like ganja, heroin, “kota” and synthetic

W‘ Gﬂ?ﬂ — pills. Experts say supply bans must be matched by treatment,
@ NS R E Hick-l a- awareness and community action — the lesson from Punjab.

| W {l 7611 f9RR 2016 9 gre” 8, bR +ft &% @i & NDPS (7fiet yerd)
AT TR 1 3R ¥R g8 J Ml & Wit 30 1 91| et TR |
TRTS He T 81 UR B3 Al G SR dfel ) qred TTioT, 815, “PIel” 3R
Rydfes il #t 3R 43 0| fa=Iv Bed ¢ fob 3y i e & amy

SIS, SR 3R TGS TaN ot STl § — Uold &1 e |

\_ J \

0 Bans alone don’t end addiction — treatment and awareness do. Wuﬁlﬁuﬁwqﬁm|
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