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Today’s Current Affairs |  21 October 2026
आज के समसामयिक मुदे्द— The Hindu • Indian Express • Financial Express — 7 articles + exam 
PYQs + MCQs + Myth Buster
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Rubio pitches U.S., 
Venezuelan oil

अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल

2
Centre’s Ladakh plan: L-G 
final authority

लद्दाख योजना

3
China quits Sri Lanka port 
venture

श्रीलंका बंदरगाह

4
Syria’s first DNA 
identifications

सीररया में DNA पहचान

5
The economic mess 
behind France’s protests

फ़्ांस की अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

6
How the Army treats 
adultery

सेना और व्यविचार

7
Japan’s mission to 
Phobos

फोबोस वमशन
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1 Rubio pitches U.S., Venezuelan oil |  अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल
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Rubio pitches U.S., Venezuelan oil

अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल
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ARTICLE 1  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA–US |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंध – िारत–अमेररका

Rubio pitches U.S., Venezuelan oil

अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल
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ARTICLE 1  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA–US |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंध – िारत–अमेररका

Rubio Pitches U.S., Venezuelan

Oil to India
अमेररकी विदेश मंत्री माको रुवबयो ने िारत को “ररफाइवनंग महाशक्ति” कहा – अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल ख़रीद पर चचाथ; व्यापार

समझौता “बहुत क़रीब”; म़ुंबई में िारत–अमेररका–UAE वत्रपक्षीय बैठक

“Refining 

superpower”

ररफाइवनंग महाशक्ति

1
What Rubio said

रुवबयो के बयान

▸ India a “refining 
superpower”

ररफाइवनंग महाशक्ति

▸ Trade deal “very, very 

close”

व्यापार समझौता

▸ India–U.S. “perfectly 
aligned” on core issues

पूर्थ सहमवत

2
Oil diplomacy |  तेल
कूटनीवत

▸ Push for more U.S. crude

purchases

अमेररकी तेल

▸ More Venezuelan oil to 

Reliance, Jamnagar

िेनेज़ुएला

▸ Russia: 45–50% of India’s 

intake; U.S. “happy” with 
diversification

रूस

3 Friction points |  तनाि

▸ U.S. moves on H-1B 

visas

H-1B

▸ Threatened sanctions
over Russian oil

प्रवतबंध

▸ Delayed FTA

negotiations

FTA में देरी
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ARTICLE 1  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA–US |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंध – िारत–अमेररका

Rubio pitches U.S., Venezuelan oil — in depth (1/2)

अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Trilateral in Mumbai

वत्रपक्षीय बैठक

Country
देश

Leader
नेता

India
िारत

EAM S. 

Jaishankar

U.S.
अमेररका

Sec. of State 

Marco Rubio

UAE
UAE

FM Sheikh 

Abdullah bin 

Zayed

5
Related groupings

संबंवधत समूह

▸ I2U2 – India, Israel, 

UAE, U.S. (2021)

I2U2

▸ IMEC – India–Middle 

East–Europe Corridor 
(2023)

IMEC

▸ Quad – India, U.S., 

Japan, Australia

क्वाड

6
About Venezuela

िेनेज़ुएला

▸ Capital Caracas; South 

America’s north coast

कराकस

▸ Founding member of 
OPEC (1960)

OPEC संस्र्ापक

▸ Heavy, sour crude –

suits complex refineries

िारी कच्चा तेल
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ARTICLE 1  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA–US |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंध – िारत–अमेररका

Rubio pitches U.S., Venezuelan oil — in depth (2/2)

अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 From crude to export |  कचे्च तेल से वनयाथत

Import crude
आयात

U.S., Venezuela
अमेरिका

Refine
शोधन

Jamnagar
जामनगि

Diesel, petrol, 

ATF
ईधंन

Products
उत्पाद

Export
वनयाथत

Top export item
शीर्ष यनिाषत

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Petroleum products are 

among India’s largest 

exports

सबसे बडा वनयाथत

▸ Rubio’s visit marks 

26/11 tributes at Taj Mahal 
Palace, Mumbai

26/11



Daily Current Affairs  •  21 October 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 11

ARTICLE 1  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – INDIA–US |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंध – िारत–अमेररका

Rubio pitches U.S., Venezuelan oil — Map & Diagram

अमेररकी ि िेनेज़ुएला तेल — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Oil from U.S. Gulf 

Coast & Venezuela to 
Jamnagar

अमेररका ि िेनेज़ुएला

▸ Venezuela – world’s 

largest proven reserves

सबसे बडा िंडार

▸ Jamnagar – world’s 
largest single-site refinery

जामनगर

▸ Russia + U.S. + 

Venezuela ≈ 2/3 of 
imports

दो-वतहाई



Factor US oil Russian oil Gulf oil Venezuelan oil

Representative 
grades

WTI Midland, Mars Urals, ESPO, Sokol
Arab Light, Basrah, Kuwait 
Export, Murban

Merey, Boscan

Typical quality WTI: light, low sulphur Urals: medium, sour
Many grades medium/heavy, 
sour; some lighter

Heavy to extra-heavy, sour

Sulphur removal Relatively low for WTI Moderate–high for Urals Varies; often substantial Generally substantial

Processing 
requirements

WTI needs less 
intensive upgrading

Desulphurisation and 
upgrading

Desulphurisation; heavier 
grades need more upgrading

Extensive upgrading, hydrogen and 
sulphur removal; metals also complicate 
processing

Products before 
upgrading

More light fractions 
such as naphtha

Useful diesel-range 
fractions plus heavier 
products

Varies widely by grade
More heavy residue; advanced units 
convert it into petrol and diesel

Fit for Indian 
refiners

Useful for blending and 
diversification

Fits part of the 
medium/sour crude basket

Established fit across many 
refineries

Best suited to complex refineries with 
cokers and other residue-conversion units

Transport to India Long voyage
Long from western Russian 
ports

Normally shortest
Long voyage across the Atlantic and 
onward to India

Main economic 
advantage

Lower treatment 
burden for light, sweet 
grades

Attractive when delivered 
discounts are sufficient

Proximity, grade choice and 
established contracts

Discounted heavy crude can reward 
refiners able to upgrade it efficiently

Main 
disadvantage

Freight and potentially 
unsuitable product mix

Shipping, payment and 
trade-policy uncertainty

Regional shipping disruption; 
sour-grade treatment

Higher processing costs, residue/metals, 
freight and trade-policy uncertainty

When it makes 
sense

Price and product 
yields justify freight

Discount exceeds 
additional costs

Delivered price and refinery 
compatibility are favourable

Discount covers the extra transport and 
intensive processing costs



Overall rank Oil source
Why it suits Indian 

refiners
Main drawback

When it could rank 

higher

1
Gulf — Saudi Arabia, 

Iraq, UAE, Kuwait

Nearby supplies, wide 

choice of grades and 

established compatibility 

with Indian refining 

systems

Regional shipping 

disruptions; many 

grades need substantial 

sulphur removal

Best general-purpose 

supply base when 

routes operate 

normally

2
Russia — especially 

Urals

Medium/sour crude can 

fit India’s refining needs; 

discounts can improve 

margins

Longer voyages and 

changing shipping, 

payment and trade 

restrictions

Can be No. 1 for 

profitability when its 

delivered discount is 

sufficiently large

3
USA — especially WTI 

Midland

Light, low-sulphur crude 

reduces treatment 

requirements and 

diversifies supply

Long-distance freight; 

very light crude may not 

deliver the most 

profitable product mix

Can move ahead when 

US pricing, freight and 

the refinery’s desired 

yields align

4
Venezuela —

especially Merey

Discounted heavy crude 

offers opportunities for 

advanced refineries

Heavy residue, sulphur 

and metals require 

intensive processing; 

long voyage

Can outperform 

lighter crudes at a 

complex refinery if 

the discount covers 

extra costs
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1 Centre’s Ladakh plan + hill councils |  लद्दाख
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ARTICLE 2  •  POLITY – UNION TERRITORIES |  राजव्यिस्र्ा –कें द्रशावसत प्रदेश

Centre’s Ladakh plan: L-G final authority

लद्दाख योजना
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ARTICLE 2  •  POLITY – UNION TERRITORIES |  राजव्यिस्र्ा –कें द्रशावसत प्रदेश

Centre’s Plan for Ladakh Gives

L-G Final Authority over Laws
कें द्र के मसौदे में लद्दाख के UT-स्तरीय वनिाथवचत वनकाय के वनयमो ं पर उपराज्यपाल को अंवतम अवधकार; सिी 8 वजलो ं में पहाडी

विकास पररषदें बनेंगी

Draft framework

मसौदा ढााँचा

1 The draft |  मसौदा

▸ New Article in 
Constitution for Ladakh

नया अऩुचे्छद

▸ UT-wide elected body to 

make regulations

वनिाथवचत वनकाय

▸ Every regulation needs L-
G’s assent

उपराज्यपाल की स्वीकृवत

2 Open questions |  प्रश्न

▸ Delimitation: Election 
body or Commission?

पररसीमन

▸ Population vs area (50-

50, 60-40…)

जनसंख्या बनाम के्षत्र

▸ One-third to 50% seats 
for women?

मवहला आरक्षर्

3
Hill councils

पहाडी पररषदें

8
Districts / 

councils
य़ििे

2
Councils before

पहिे

7–24
Seats each now

सीटें

26
Seats earlier
पहिे सीटें
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ARTICLE 2  •  POLITY – UNION TERRITORIES |  राजव्यिस्र्ा –कें द्रशावसत प्रदेश

Centre’s Ladakh plan: L-G final authority — in depth (1/2)

लद्दाख योजना — विस्तार से (1/2)

4 Key players |  प्रम़ुख पक्ष

Group
समूह

Region
के्षत्र

Leh Apex 

Body (LAB)
LAB

Leh

Kargil 

Democratic 

Alliance (KDA)
KDA

Kargil

High-level 

committee 

(2023)
सवमवत

MHA-led talks

5
Constitutional tools

संिैधावनक प्रािधान

▸ Art 239 – UTs run by 
President via Administrator

अऩु. 239

▸ Art 240 – President 

makes regulations for some 

UTs

अऩु. 240

▸ Sixth Schedule – tribal 

autonomy (Assam, 

Meghalaya, Tripura, 
Mizoram)

छठी अऩुसूची

6 Criticism |  आलोचना

▸ KDA: changes made 

during ongoing talks

बातचीत के बीच

▸ Elected body’s power 
limited by L-G veto

सीवमत शक्ति

▸ Demand for Statehood

not addressed

राज्य का दजाथ
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ARTICLE 2  •  POLITY – UNION TERRITORIES |  राजव्यिस्र्ा –कें द्रशावसत प्रदेश

Centre’s Ladakh plan: L-G final authority — in depth (2/2)

लद्दाख योजना — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 Ladakh’s journey |  लद्दाख की यात्रा

1995 LAHDC 

Leh
1995

Hill council
परिर्द

2019 UT
2019

Without 

legislature
यिधायिका नही ीं

2023 talks
2023

LAB–KDA–MHA
िाताष

2026 draft
2026

UT-level body
यनिाषयित यनकाि

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Ladakh is India’s 

largest UT by area

सबसे बडा UT

▸ Over 90% of Ladakh’s 

people are Scheduled 
Tribes

90% अऩुसूवचत जनजावत
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ARTICLE 2  •  POLITY – UNION TERRITORIES |  राजव्यिस्र्ा –कें द्रशावसत प्रदेश

Centre’s Ladakh plan: L-G final authority — Map & Diagram

लद्दाख योजना — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Ladakh UT since 2019
– Leh & Kargil

2019

▸ Now 8 districts, 8 hill 

councils

8 वजले

▸ UT-wide body → L-G 
assent

उपराज्यपाल

▸ LAB & KDA want 6th 
Schedule + Statehood

छठी अऩुसूची



Feature
Ladakh hill councils — Leh and 

Kargil

UT without Assembly, 

e.g. Chandigarh

UT with Assembly, e.g. Delhi, 

Puducherry, J&K

Sixth Schedule autonomous 

councils

What is it?
Elected local bodies within Ladakh 

UT

Administration of an 

entire UT

Elected legislature and 

government for a UT

Autonomous bodies for specified 

tribal areas within states

Legal foundation LAHDC Act, 1997, as amended

Constitutional UT 

framework and 

applicable laws

Constitutional provisions and 

applicable UT laws

Sixth Schedule, linked to Articles 

244(2) and 275(1)

Main role
Local development, planning and 

administration of assigned subjects

Administration through 

an Administrator/LG

Law-making and government 

within permitted subjects

Tribal self-government, 

development and protection of 

specified local institutions

Can it make laws?

No Assembly-like legislative 

power; exercises statutory 

administrative and regulatory 

powers

No elected UT 

legislature

Yes, within its jurisdiction; 

restrictions vary by UT

Yes, on specified subjects, 

generally requiring Governor’s 

assent

Land powers

Specified land-

management/allotment powers 

under the Act; subject to legal limits 

and government oversight

Governed through 

applicable laws and 

administration

Depends on the UT’s legal 

framework; Delhi has major 

exclusions

Can legislate on allotment, 

occupation and use of land, 

excluding reserved forests, 

subject to constitutional limits

Customs, inheritance, 

marriage

No equivalent general Sixth 

Schedule legislative authority

Governed by applicable 

laws

Governed by applicable laws 

and legislative competence

Can make laws on inheritance, 

marriage/divorce and social 

customs

Courts
No Sixth Schedule-style council 

court system
Regular judicial system Regular judicial system

Can establish village/council courts 

for specified cases involving tribal 

parties

Taxes and funds

Specified taxes, fees and council 

funds; substantial dependence on 

government allocations

UT budgeting 

arrangements

Assembly votes on budgets 

within the applicable 

framework

Specified taxation and revenue 

powers, council funds and 

government grants

Who oversees it?

UT administration/LG and 

government under the governing 

law

Union government 

through 

Administrator/LG

Elected government 

alongside LG; division varies

Governor and state government 

have important supervisory powers

Does it provide 

statehood?
No No No No
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Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 China quits Sri Lanka port venture |  श्रीलंका बंदरगाह
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ARTICLE 3  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – NEIGHBOURHOOD |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंध – पडोस

China quits Sri Lanka port venture

श्रीलंका बंदरगाह
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China Pulls Out of Key Investment

in Sri Lanka Port Logistics Venture

चीन की सरकारी कंपनी चाइना मचेंट्स पोटथ होक्तडंग्स कोलंबो बंदरगाह पर $39.2 करोड के लॉवजक्तिक्स हब संय़ुि उद्यम से हटी –

श्रीलंका से बडे वनिेशक का दूसरा वनकास

$392 mn venture

$39.2 करोड

1 The deal |  सौदा

$392 mn
Logistics hub
िॉयजस्टिक्स हब

70%

China 

Merchants 

stake
यहसे्सदािी

15% + 15%

SLPA + local 

firm
स्थानीि

$2 bn

China 

Merchants total 

in SL
कुि यनिेश

2 Why it mattered |  महत्व

▸ Touted as first major 
FDI after 2022 default

पहला बडा FDI

▸ South Asia Commercial 
& Logistics Hub (SACLH)

SACLH

▸ At Colombo port –
busiest in South Asia

कोलंबो

3 What next |  आगे

▸ SLPA: new hub via PPP, 
competitive bid

PPP मॉडल

▸ “Changed external 

circumstances” cited

बाहरी पररक्तस्र्वतयााँ

▸ 2nd big exit after Adani 
Green (Feb 2025)

दूसरा वनकास
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China quits Sri Lanka port venture — in depth (1/2)

श्रीलंका बंदरगाह — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
China in Sri Lanka

चीन की उपक्तस्र्वत

▸ Hambantota – 99-year 

lease (2017)

हंबनटोटा

▸ Colombo Port City –
reclaimed land

पोटथ वसटी

▸ Debt-trap debate; BRI

projects

ऋर् जाल

5
India in Sri Lanka

िारत की उपक्तस्र्वत

▸ West Container 

Terminal (Adani), 

Colombo

WCT

▸ Trincomalee energy 
hub; oil tank farm

वतं्रकोमाली

▸ $4 bn aid in 2022 crisis

$4 अरब सहायता

6
2022 crisis recap

2022 संकट

Event
घटना

Detail
वििरर्

Default
चूक

First ever, Apr 

2022

IMF
IMF

$2.9 bn bailout 

(2023)

Politics
राजनीवत

Aragalaya 

protests
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China quits Sri Lanka port venture — in depth (2/2)

श्रीलंका बंदरगाह — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 How a port PPP works |  PPP कैसे

Port authority

बंदरगाह
प्रावधकरर्

Owns land
भूयम

Competitive 

bid
बोली

Select operator
ऑपिेटि

Private builds
वनजी वनमाथर्

Runs for years
सींिािन

Hands back
िापसी

After concession
अियध बाद

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ ~70% of Colombo’s 

transshipment cargo is 

linked to India

70% िारत से

▸ India–Sri Lanka Palk 

Strait is only ~30 km at its 
narrowest

पाक जलडमरूमध्य
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China quits Sri Lanka port venture — Map & Diagram

श्रीलंका बंदरगाह — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Colombo – China 

Merchants exits $392 mn 
hub

कोलंबो

▸ Hambantota – 99-year 

lease to China (2017)

हंबनटोटा

▸ Trincomalee, 

Kankesanthurai – India-
linked

िारत

▸ Mannar – Adani exit 
(2025)

मन्नार
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Page 15 ·  World
पृष्ठ 15 · विश्व

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 Syria’s DNA identifications |  सीररया DNA पहचान
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ARTICLE 4  •  SCIENCE & IR – FORENSICS |  विज्ञान –फोरें वसक

Syria’s first DNA identifications

सीररया में DNA पहचान
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ARTICLE 4  •  SCIENCE & IR – FORENSICS |  विज्ञान –फोरें वसक

Syria’s First DNA-based Identifications

Offer Hope for Families of the Missing

सीररया में पहली बार DNA परीक्षर् से य़ुद्ध में लापता लोगो ं के अिशेषो ं की पहचान – रक़्का में एक पररिार के 8 सदस्ों सवहत तीन

मामले; हजारो ं पररिारो ं को उम्मीद

Forensic 

breakthrough

फोरें वसक सफलता

1
The breakthrough |  
सफलता

▸ 3 DNA identifications this 
year – Syria’s first

पहली बार

▸ 2 by National 

Commission for Missing 
Persons

राष्ट्र ीय आयोग

▸ 1 by NGOs – SJAC & 
FAFG (Guatemala)

NGO

2
The Raqqa case

रक़्का मामला

▸ Manar Aliwi + 7 
relatives, Aug 2017

8 लोग

▸ Building hit during war to 
oust Islamic State

IS के वख़लाफ

▸ Remains found 2024; 
identified by DNA

2024

3 Hurdles |  बाधाएाँ

▸ No access during 14-yr 
civil war

गृहय़ुद्ध

▸ Shortage of forensic 

labs & experts

विशेषज्ञ कमी

▸ Tens of thousands still 
missing

हजारो ं लापता
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ARTICLE 4  •  SCIENCE & IR – FORENSICS |  विज्ञान –फोरें वसक

Syria’s first DNA identifications — in depth (1/2)

सीररया में DNA पहचान — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Syria timeline |  समय-
रेखा

Year
िषथ

Event
घटना

2011
Civil war begins
गृहिुद्ध

2014–17
IS “caliphate”, 

Raqqa
IS

Dec 2024
Assad regime 

falls
असद पतन

2026
First DNA IDs
DNA पहिान

5
DNA science |  DNA 
विज्ञान

▸ DNA fingerprinting –

Alec Jeffreys (UK, 1984)

एलेक जेफ़्ीज

▸ Uses STR markers 
unique to each person

STR

▸ Mitochondrial DNA –

passes from mother

माइटोकॉक्तरर यल

6 India link |  िारत संबंध

▸ CDFD Hyderabad –

India’s DNA fingerprinting 

centre

CDFD

▸ Father of Indian DNA 
fingerprinting: Lalji Singh

लालजी वसंह

▸ Criminal Procedure 

(Identification) Act, 2022

2022 अवधवनयम



Daily Current Affairs  •  21 October 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 28

ARTICLE 4  •  SCIENCE & IR – FORENSICS |  विज्ञान –फोरें वसक

Syria’s first DNA identifications — in depth (2/2)

सीररया में DNA पहचान — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 How remains are identified |  पहचान की प्रविया

Recover 

remains
अिशेष

Bone, teeth
हड्डी, दााँत

Extract DNA
DNA वनकालें

Lab
प्रिोगशािा

Family swabs
पररिार के नमूने

Reference
सींदभष

Match
वमलान

Identity confirmed
पहिान

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Humans share about 

99.9% of their DNA with 

each other

99.9% समान

▸ DNA’s double-helix 

structure: Watson & Crick 
(1953)

1953
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ARTICLE 4  •  SCIENCE & IR – FORENSICS |  विज्ञान –फोरें वसक

Syria’s first DNA identifications — Map & Diagram

सीररया में DNA पहचान — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Raqqa – family of 8 
identified

रक़्का

▸ Child gets 50% DNA

from each parent

50-50

▸ Remains matched to 
relatives’ swabs

ररशे्तदारो ं से वमलान

▸ 96,000 files, ~2,000
samples so far

नमूने
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Page 11 ·  Explained
पृष्ठ 11 · व्याख्या

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 France’s economic mess |  फ़्ांस की अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

2 Army & adultery |  सेना ि व्यविचार

3 Japan’s Phobos mission |  फोबोस वमशन



Daily Current Affairs  •  21 October 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 31

ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY – EUROPE |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

The economic mess behind France’s protests

फ़्ांस की अर्थव्यिस्र्ा
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY – EUROPE |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

The economic mess behind France’s protests

फ़्ांस की अर्थव्यिस्र्ा
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY – EUROPE |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

The Economic Mess at the Heart

of France’s Protests
कमजोर िृक्तद्ध, िारी कजथ, बेरोजगारी और य़ुिाओं के वलए काम न करने िाला कल्यार्कारी राज्य – फ़्ांस के विरोध प्रदशथनो ं की

आवर्थक जडें

Explained

व्याख्या

1
Key numbers |  प्रम़ुख
आाँकडे

>118%
Debt-to-GDP
क़िष/GDP

5.4%
Fiscal deficit
िाजकोर्ीि घाटा

~20%
Youth 

unemployment
िुिा बेिो़िगािी

0.4%
IMF growth 

2026
िृस्टद्ध

2
People’s concerns

जनता की वचंता

▸ High cost of living, weak 
wage growth

महाँगाई

▸ Per-capita income grew 

<1%/yr for 18 yrs

आय िृक्तद्ध

▸ Unemployment worst 
among migrants

प्रिासी

3
Govt’s concerns

सरकार की वचंता

▸ State = ~57% of GDP

57% GDP

▸ Bond yields near 5%

बॉर यीड

▸ Ageing – pension 

reform thwarted

िृद्ध आबादी
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY – EUROPE |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

The economic mess behind France’s protests — in depth (1/2)

फ़्ांस की अर्थव्यिस्र्ा — विस्तार से (1/2)

4 France vs peers |  त़ुलना

Country
देश

GDP per 

capita 2026

U.S.
अमेररका

$95,212

Germany
जमथनी

$65,699

UK
विटेन

$61,108

France
फ़्ांस

$51,448

5 Key terms |  शब्दािली

▸ Welfare state – govt-

funded health, pension, 

jobless aid

कल्यार्कारी राज्य

▸ Bond yield – return 
lenders demand

बॉर प्रवतफल

▸ Sovereign debt crisis

– Greece/Italy, early 

2010s

संप्रि़ु ऋर् संकट

6
Two-pronged fix |  
समाधान

▸ Reform to unleash 

growth

स़ुधार

▸ Cut excessive welfare 
spending

ख़चथ कटौती

▸ Hard with polls 6 

months away

च़ुनाि वनकट
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY – EUROPE |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

The economic mess behind France’s protests — in depth (2/2)

फ़्ांस की अर्थव्यिस्र्ा — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 EU fiscal rules |  EU राजकोषीय वनयम

Maastricht 

1992
माक्तिरख्ट

Euro created
िूिो

Deficit ≤ 3%
घाटा

Of GDP
GDP का

Debt ≤ 60%
कजथ

Of GDP
GDP का

France 

breaches
उलं्लघन

5.4% / 118%
दोनोीं

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ France is a P5 member 

of the UN Security Council

P5

▸ 20 of 27 EU members 
use the euro

यूरोजोन
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY – EUROPE |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय अर्थव्यिस्र्ा

The economic mess behind France’s protests — Map & Diagram

फ़्ांस की अर्थव्यिस्र्ा — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Weak growth → low 
tax → more borrowing

कमजोर िृक्तद्ध

▸ Debt >118% of GDP; 

deficit 5.4%

कजथ

▸ Yields ~5% → bigger 
interest bill

ब्याज

▸ Youth jobless ~20% → 
protests

य़ुिा बेरोजगारी
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ARTICLE 6  •  POLITY – ARMED FORCES LAW |  राजव्यिस्र्ा – सैन्य क़ानून

How the Army treats adultery

सेना और व्यविचार



Daily Current Affairs  •  21 October 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 38

ARTICLE 6  •  POLITY – ARMED FORCES LAW |  राजव्यिस्र्ा – सैन्य क़ानून

How Army Treats Adultery,

despite Decriminalisation
स़ुप्रीम कोटथ ने 2018 में व्यविचार को अपराध से बाहर वकया, पर सेना में यह अब िी दंडनीय “अऩुवचत आचरर्” – एक मेजर को

बख़ाथस्तगी का कारर्-बताओ नोवटस

Military discipline

सैन्य अऩुशासन

1 The case |  मामला

▸ Army Major issued 
show-cause notice

मेजर

▸ Allegations: affairs incl. 
officers’ wives

आरोप

▸ Challenged before 
Armed Forces Tribunal

AFT

2 Two routes |  दो रासे्त

Court-martial
कोटथ माशथल

Administrative
प्रशासवनक

Formal 

military trial
म़ुक़दमा

Sec 19, Army 

Act
धािा 19

Conviction, 

dismissal
सजा

When trial 

“inexpedient”
अनुयित

Army Act 1950
1950

Rules 14 & 19 

(1954)
यनिम

3 Charges used |  आरोप

▸ Sec 45 – conduct 
unbecoming an officer

धारा 45

▸ Sec 63 – prejudicial to 

good order

धारा 63

▸ “Stealing affection of 

brother officer’s 
wife/spouse”

परंपरागत
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ARTICLE 6  •  POLITY – ARMED FORCES LAW |  राजव्यिस्र्ा – सैन्य क़ानून

How the Army treats adultery — in depth (1/2)

सेना और व्यविचार — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Joseph Shine (2018)

जोसेफ शाइन

▸ 5-judge bench struck 

down IPC Sec 497

धारा 497

▸ Treated women as 

husband’s property –
violated Art 14, 15, 21

अऩु. 14, 15, 21

▸ Adultery still a ground 

for divorce

तलाक़ का आधार

5 Article 33 |  अऩुचे्छद 33

▸ Parliament can 

restrict/abrogate FRs of 

forces

मौवलक अवधकार सीवमत

▸ Covers armed forces, 
police, intelligence

सेना, प़ुवलस

▸ Aim: discipline & duty

अऩुशासन

6 Remedies |  उपचार

▸ Armed Forces 

Tribunal Act, 2007

AFT 2007

▸ Then Supreme Court –
leave or Art 136 SLP

अऩु. 136

▸ 2026: couple divorced; 

complaint withdrawn

वशकायत िापस
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ARTICLE 6  •  POLITY – ARMED FORCES LAW |  राजव्यिस्र्ा – सैन्य क़ानून

How the Army treats adultery — in depth (2/2)

सेना और व्यविचार — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 How the case has moved |  मामले का िम

Wife’s 

complaint 

2023
वशकायतAdultery etc.
आिोप

Court of 

Inquiry
जााँच

Western 

Command
पयिमी कमान

Show-cause
नोवटस

Aug 10
10 अगस्त

AFT challenge
AFT

Procedural pleas
प्रयििा

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Adultery was a crime in 

India for 158 years (1860–

2018)

158 िषथ

▸ The term now uses 

“spouse” to cover women 
officers

मवहला अवधकारी
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ARTICLE 6  •  POLITY – ARMED FORCES LAW |  राजव्यिस्र्ा – सैन्य क़ानून

How the Army treats adultery — Map & Diagram

सेना और व्यविचार — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Joseph Shine (2018) –
adultery not a crime

जोसेफ शाइन

▸ 2023 – ruling doesn’t 

bind Armed Forces Acts

2023 स्पष्ट्ीकरर्

▸ Art 33 – rights of forces 
can be restricted

अऩु. 33

▸ Remedy: AFT → 
Supreme Court

AFT
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ARTICLE 7  •  SCIENCE & TECH – SPACE |  विज्ञान – अंतररक्ष

Japan’s mission to Phobos

फोबोस वमशन
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ARTICLE 7  •  SCIENCE & TECH – SPACE |  विज्ञान – अंतररक्ष

A Piece of Mars’s Moon:

Why Japan Has Sent a Mission to Phobos

जापानी अंतररक्ष एजेंसी JAXA का MMX वमशन मंगल के चंद्रमा फोबोस से नमूने लाएगा – सफल होने पर जापान ऐसा करने िाला

पहला देश; 2031 में पृथ्वी पर िापसी

JAXA – MMX

1 The mission |  वमशन

MMX
Martian Moons 

eXploration
नाम

≥10 g
Phobos 

samples
नमूने

2027
Reaches Mars
मींगि पहाँि

2031
Back on Earth

िापसी

2
Why Phobos |  फोबोस
क्यों

▸ Origin of Mars’s moons 
still unknown

अज्ञात उत्पवि

▸ Weak gravity → easier 

landing & take-off

कम ग़ुरुत्व

▸ Could be a staging point
for crewed Mars trips

मानि वमशन

3 Two theories |  दो वसद्धांत

Theory
वसद्धांत

Idea
विचार

Captured 

asteroid
क्ष़ुद्रग्रह

Pulled in by 

Mars’s gravity
गुरुत्व

Giant impact
टक्कर

Debris from a 

collision
मिबा
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ARTICLE 7  •  SCIENCE & TECH – SPACE |  विज्ञान – अंतररक्ष

Japan’s mission to Phobos — in depth (1/2)

फोबोस वमशन — विस्तार से (1/2)

4 Partners |  साझेदार

▸ JAXA leads; NASA, 

ESA join

JAXA

▸ IDEFIX rover – CNES 

(France) + DLR 
(Germany)

IDEFIX

▸ 13 scientific 

instruments

13 उपकरर्

5
Moons of Mars

मंगल के चंद्रमा

▸ Found by Asaph Hall, 

1877

1877

▸ Named after sons of 
Ares – Fear & Dread

ग्रीक देिता

▸ Phobos is slowly 

spiralling inward

धीरे पास आ रहा

6
Sample-return race

नमूना िापसी

▸ Japan: Hayabusa, 

Hayabusa2 (asteroids)

हायाब़ुसा

▸ NASA Mars Sample 
Return – scrapped

रद्द

▸ India: Mangalyaan 

(2013) – first Asian nation 

to Mars orbit

मंगलयान
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ARTICLE 7  •  SCIENCE & TECH – SPACE |  विज्ञान – अंतररक्ष

Japan’s mission to Phobos — in depth (2/2)

फोबोस वमशन — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 What a quasi-satellite orbit means |  अधथ-उपग्रह कक्षा

Arrive at Mars
मंगल पहुाँच

Aug 2027
अगस्त 2027

Circle near 

Phobos
फोबोस के पास

Not true orbit
अधष-कक्षा

Map surface
मानवचत्रर्

Choose landing 

site
स्थि ििन

Grab sample
नमूना

Return 2031
िापसी

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Phobos orbits Mars 3 

times a day – faster than 

Mars spins

वदन में 3 बार

▸ Mars is called the “Red 
Planet” due to iron oxide

लौह ऑक्साइड
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ARTICLE 7  •  SCIENCE & TECH – SPACE |  विज्ञान – अंतररक्ष

Japan’s mission to Phobos — Map & Diagram

फोबोस वमशन — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Phobos (~22 km), 
Deimos (~12 km)

फोबोस, डीमोस

▸ Launch Oct 2026; Mars 

Aug 2027

प्रके्षपर्

▸ Collect ≥10 g; return 
2031

2031 िापसी

▸ Origin: captured 

asteroids or impact 
debris?

उत्पवि
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS |  वपछले िषों के प्रश्न

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! |  पहले स्वयं उिर सोचें

RRB NTPC 2025 (UG) CBT-2
Exam date: 17 Sep 2026 (Shift 1)   •   Topic: Ladakh – Union Territory

When did Ladakh become a union territory of 

India?

(a) 2020

(b) 2019

(c) 2021

(d) 2017

SSC CHSL 2025 Tier 1
Exam date: 21 Nov 2025 (Shift 1)   •   Topic: Mars missions

The Mars Orbiter Mission of India was launched 

in _____.

(a) 2006

(b) 2009

(c) 2013

(d) 2019
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PYQ ANSWERS |  वपछले िषों के प्रश्न – उिर

Answers & Explanation |  उिर ि व्याख्या

RRB NTPC 2025 (UG) CBT-2
Exam date: 17 Sep 2026 (Shift 1)   •   Topic: Ladakh – Union Territory

When did Ladakh become a union territory of India?

(a) 2020

(b) 2019

(c) 2021

(d) 2017

Answer: (b)  J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 – from 31 Oct 2019.

2019।

SSC CHSL 2025 Tier 1
Exam date: 21 Nov 2025 (Shift 1)   •   Topic: Mars missions

The Mars Orbiter Mission of India was launched in 

_____.

(a) 2006

(b) 2009

(c) 2013

(d) 2019

Answer: (c)  Launched 5 Nov 2013; reached Mars orbit 2014.

2013।



Daily Current Affairs  •  21 October 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 49

PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q1–4 |  स्वयं को परखें

Q1
Which country is a founding member of OPEC and 
holds the world’s largest proven oil reserves?

OPEC का संस्र्ापक सदस्और सबसे बडे वसद्ध तेल िंडार िाला
देश:

(a) Saudi Arabia (b) Venezuela

(c) Iran (d) Nigeria

Q2 I2U2 grouping comprises India, the U.S. and:
I2U2 समूह में िारत, अमेररका और:

(a) Iran and UAE (b) Israel and UAE

(c) Israel and Indonesia (d) Italy and UK

Q3 Under which Article does the President make 
regulations for certain Union Territories?
वकस अऩुचे्छद के तहत राष्ट्रपवत क़ु छ UT के वलए विवनयम बनाते हैं?

(a) Article 239A (b) Article 240

(c) Article 244 (d) Article 371

Q4 The Sixth Schedule applies to tribal areas of:
छठी अऩुसूची वकन राज्यों के जनजातीय के्षत्रो ं पर लागू?

(a) Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura, Mizoram
(b) All NE states

(c) Jharkhand and Odisha (d) Ladakh and Sikkim
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q5–8 |  स्वयं को परखें

Q5 Hambantota port, leased to a Chinese firm for 

99 years, is in:
हंबनटोटा बंदरगाह कहााँ है?

(a) Myanmar (b) Pakistan

(c) Sri Lanka (d) Bangladesh

Q6 DNA fingerprinting technique was developed 

by:
DNA वफंगरवपं्रवटंग तकनीक वकसने विकवसत की?

(a) Watson and Crick (b) Alec Jeffreys

(c) Kary Mullis (d) Lalji Singh

Q7 Under the Maastricht criteria, EU members’ 

fiscal deficit should not exceed:
माक्तिरख्ट मानदंड में राजकोषीय घाटे की सीमा:

(a) 1% of GDP (b) 3% of GDP

(c) 5% of GDP (d) 60% of GDP

Q8 Which case decriminalised adultery by striking 

down IPC Section 497?
वकस मामले में IPC धारा 497 रद्द हुई?

(a) Navtej Johar (b) Joseph Shine

(c) Shayara Bano (d) K.S. Puttaswamy
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q9–10 |  स्वयं को परखें

Q9 Article 33 of the Constitution empowers 

Parliament to:
अऩुचे्छद 33 संसद को अवधकार देता है:

(a) Create new states
(b) Restrict fundamental 

rights of armed forces

(c) Impose President’s 

Rule
(d) Amend the Constitution

Q10 Phobos and Deimos are natural satellites of:
फोबोसऔर डीमोस वकसके उपग्रह हैं?

(a) Jupiter (b) Mars

(c) Saturn (d) Neptune
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ANSWER KEY |  उिर क़ुं जी

Answer Key — Q1–5 |  उिर ि व्याख्या

1-b Venezuela — Venezuela; OPEC founded 1960.

िेने़ुिएिा।

2-b Israel and UAE — Formed 2021.

इ़ििाइि औि UAE।

3-b Article 240 — Art 240.

अनुचे्छद 240।

4-a Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram — Art 244(2).

असम, मेघािि, यिपुिा, यम़िोिम।

5-c Sri Lanka — Leased in 2017.

श्रीिींका।
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ANSWER KEY |  उिर क़ुं जी

Answer Key — Q6–10 |  उिर ि व्याख्या

6-b Alec Jeffreys — 1984, UK; Lalji Singh pioneered it in India.

एिेक जेफ़्री़ि।

7-b 3% of GDP — Debt limit 60%.

GDP का 3%।

8-b Joseph Shine — 2018.

जोसेफ़ शाइन।

9-b Restrict fundamental rights of armed forces — For discipline.

सशस्त्र बिोीं के मौयिक अयधकाि सीयमत किने का।

10-b Mars — Discovered 1877.

मींगि।
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER |  तथ्य ि वमर्क

Myth Buster of the Day — Law |  आजका वमर्क

MYTH  |  वमर्क

“If adultery is no longer a 

crime, it cannot be punished 

anywhere.”

व्ययभिाि अपिाध नही ीं िहा, तो इसकी
कही ीं स़िा नही ीं हो सकती।

FACT  |  तथ्य

False. In Joseph Shine (2018) the Supreme Court only removed 

adultery from criminal law (IPC Sec 497) for civilians. It is still a valid 

ground for divorce. And in 2023 a Constitution Bench clarified that the 

ruling does not affect the Army, Navy and Air Force Acts – under Article 

33, Parliament can restrict rights of the armed forces for discipline, so 
an officer can still face court-martial or dismissal.

ग़ित। जोसेफ़ शाइन (2018) में सुप्रीम कोटष ने केिि नागरिकोीं के यिए व्ययभिाि को

आपिायधक कानून (IPC धािा 497) से हटािा। िह अब भी तिाक का िैध आधाि है।

2023 में सींयिधान पीठ ने स्पष्ट यकिा यक िह फै़सिा सेना, नौसेना औि िािुसेना

अयधयनिमोीं पि िागू नही ीं – अनुचे्छद 33 के तहत सींसद अनुशासन के यिए सशस्त्र

बिोीं के अयधकाि सीयमत कि सकती है, इसयिए अयधकािी को कोटष-माशषि िा
बर्ाषस्तगी का सामना किना पड़ सकता है।

Not a crime ≠ no consequences. अपराध नही ं≠ कोई पररर्ाम नही।ं








