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The Hindu ePaper - Important Alert

Dear Reader,

There will be no issue of The Hindu ePaper editions dated 20/10/26 on
account of Ayudha Pooja.

Besl regards,
ePaper Team
The Hindu Group
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Aditya-L1 & Proba-3 study solar eruptions

IR fowie

Daily Current Affairs

Bengaluru scientists study solar eruptions
with data from Aditya-L1, Proba-3 satellites

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In a first, scientists from
Bengaluru and their inter-
national collaborators have
analysed scientific obser-
vations of solar eruptions
and studied the coronal
mass ejections (CMEs) by
using data derived from In-
dia’s Aditya-LI mission and
Europe’s Proba-3.
Scientists at the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics
(IIA) combined observa-
tions from the Visible
Emission Line Corona-
graph (VELC) payload on-
board the Aditya-Ll, and
the Association of Space-
craft for Polarimetric and
Imaging Investigation of

llection of news under the PRP Act)

A file photo of Aditya-L1
entering the Halo Orbit. isro

the Corona of the Sun (AS-
PIICS) payload onboard
the Proba-3 to study the
mass, density, and energet-
ics of these CMEs in the re-
gion very close to the Sun.

The coronagraph on-
board Aditya-LI (VELC)

18 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

and Proba-3 (ASPIICS) con-
ducted joint observations
of almost the same part of
the solar corona in two dif-
ferent types of
observations.

The ISRO stated that the
joint observations provide
deeper insights into the
CME evolution than obser-
vations from a single
spacecraft.

“The ASPIICS observa-
tions provide sharp images
that enable accurate esti-
mates of a CME’s shape,
dynamics, and mass. The
VELC spectroscopic obser-
vations provide informa-
tion on the CME gas at
about two million degrees.
This gives independent es-
timates of the CME’s densi-

ty and thermal energy. The
two instruments share a
common field of view in
the low corona. The team
found that only two CMEs,
on September 14 and 16,
were recorded simultane-
ously by the VELC and the
ASPIICS from July to De-
cember 2025. In both cas-
es, the VELC caught the
eruptions at an early stage,
demonstrating how the
two instruments comple-
ment each other,” the ISRO
stated.

The Aditya-L1  was
launched on September 2,
2023. The Proba-3, a mis-
sion of the European Space
Agency (ESA), was
launched from Sriharikota
on December 5, 2024.
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Bengaluru Scientists Study Solar Eruptions
with Data from Aditya-L1, Proba-3 First joint study
e GgFd HeqqT

YR @ P! TR (1A) F a7re] 2 ugell IR nfed-L1 3R & Ma1-3 & YT 3ifpsl A Jd &
ﬁﬁﬂﬁwsﬁmﬂ(cmaﬁ(ra)ﬁmqm T w

@ resway | smm L | @ o nstruments | CLIE © <oy resu | TRom %

» By Indian Institute of » Only 2 CMEs caught by
Astrophysics (I1A), SUPUI STPRI both (14 & 16 Sept 2025)
Bengaluru VELC (Aditya- >PEClroscopy — 2 CME

A L1) 9as at ~2 mn .

VELC C > VELC saw eruptions at

» Studied mass, density, agre Il an early stage
energy of CMEs (APSrSggz) ?:;“2 i”r:]zgzs - URTHS TR0T

CME Sreqg ASPIICS ﬁﬁp » Two craft complement
» Region very close to each other
the Sun (low corona) PREQ
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Aditya-L1 & Proba-3 study solar eruptions — in depth (1/2)
IR fawple — AR ¥ (1/2)

° The missions | fRE o

Mission Launch
g PR L]

Aditya-L1

(ISRO) 2 Sept 2023

Jrfe

Proba-3 (ESA) 5 Dec 2024,

ar-3 Sriharikota
2 craft fly in

Proba-3 trick .
formation —

artificial eclipse

.

J

e Key terms | XIegIaell (] ]

.

» CME — huge cloud of
plasma blasted from the
Sun

CME

» Coronagraph — blocks
Sun’s disc to see the
corona

HRIFATITG

» Solar flare — sudden
burst of radiation

IR SaTe

Class24

Aditya-L1 payloads |
G ddts

» 7 payloads: 4 look at
the Sun, 3 measure In-situ

7 UdlS

» VELC built by l1A; SUIT
by IUCAA

VELC, SUIT

» India’s first space-
based solar mission

ugdl 9 ==
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Aditya-L1 & Proba-3 study solar eruptions — in depth (2/2)
IR fawple — IR ¥ (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

G When a CME hits Earth | CMEW‘I@WW
> The Sun follows an ~11-
year activity cycle

CME erupts Reaches Earth  Geomagnetic Satellites, 11 a'ﬁfiﬁ?
g} 95 storm GPS, grids > NASA's Parker Solar
ke Suie Probe has flown closest to
Plasma cloud ~1-3 days Hits Auroras too the Sun
ITGHI 1-3 faA magnetosphere Wﬁiﬁﬁ W ,q-_]a_
JdhHSd

\ J \_ J
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Aditya-L1 & Proba-3 study solar eruptions — Map & Diagram

IR fawple — aafRkE 9 3

Layers of the Sun - and where Aditya-L1 watches from

Corona (1-2 million °C)
Chromosphere
Photosphere (~5,500 °C)
Convective zone

Radiative zone

L1

Sun Earth

L1 = 1.5 million km from Earth -
uninterrupted view of the Sun

Core (~15 mn °C) - fusion

Daily Current Affairs < 18 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

s

Read the visual

EECIREE

» Core ~15 million °C —
nuclear fusion

BR

> Visible surface =
photosphere

YPIRMHAS T

» Corona hotter (1-2 mn
°C) — “coronal heating”
puzzle

SR

» Aditya-L1 sitsat L1, ~1.5
mn km away

L1 fdg
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Children’s fundamental right to Internet

gavc &1 PR

Children have fundamental
right to access Internet: SC

Court says blanket bans are unproven measures of proven disproportionality: favours parental
oversight, age-appropriate safeguards, dedicated ‘child mode’ and better efforts from stakeholders

Krishnadis Rajagopal

NEW DELEI

he Supreme Court
Tha» held that cha
dren, like any other

individual, have a funds-
mental right to access and
use the Insermet

“We have 0o hesiation
i suving that the right to
access and e the Internet
is a fundamental right of
every (ndnadual under Ar-
ticle 21 read with Article 19
{1a) of the Constitution,
Our children, irmespective
of thelr age, enjoy the
same rights, and o deny
the same altogether would
be absurd,” a Bench of Jus
tices 1B, Pardiwala and V)
nod K. Chandran held in
an order.

The court said denying
chikdren this right would
Dbe akin 1o saying that indi-
viduals befow a certain age
dicl nat have a conscience
worth peotecting or free:
dom of speech worth
expressing.

The safeey of chiklren
and their freedom were
nat a odds with each oth
er, It said, “Our chiddren
are entitled to both,” the
Bench ohserved.

Issuing a slew of direc
tons for protective  me-

The court said keeping children sy fom social medka would not
reduce imodents of online abuse reported i the meda. FLE oo

chandsms, resenctions
drawn from other jurisdic-
tions and grievance out-
Jets, the court emplasised
that intelligent restraings,
rather than blanket bans,
were the need of the day.

The court took a practs-
cal view that children did
not cease o use the inter-
net merely because the law
prohubited them from do-
mg so. “They continue to
use the same, albeit with
out the knowledge of theér
purents or the suthorities
They move to other plat-
forms and websites that
are unregulated and even
more unsate,” it sald

An atmosphere of hostil-
ity and strimgent restrice
thons coukl stop children,
enticed ar threastened on-

Daily Current Affairs « 18 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

line, from reporting such
Incidents 1o parents, guar
dians and trusted aduits
far fear of reprisal for using
the Internet. “This would
significanly  undermine
the safety of our children,
who are already apprehen-
sive about confiding such
Incidents, even  without
such restrictions, and de-
feat the object of the POC-
SO Act,” the court said,

Bven ocherwise, it said
keeplong  chikdren  away
froem social media pla-
farms woald, by no stretch
of imagination, reduce in
cldenss of online abuse re
pocted in the media

“All that we are trying to
say s that any blanket res-
triction on acoess 10 the In
rernet by children Is noth-

Ing more than unpeoven
measures of proven dis-
proportionslity. No juris-
diction has so far been able
to demonstrate that chil
dren are any safer on ac
count of such measures. lts
etficacy s at best congest-
ed, and without question,
not a substitare for the In
Itstive and efforts required
from all the stakehoklers,
be it the inmtermediaries,
the bew enfarcement sgen-
cies, the Ministry of Elec-
tromics and  Information
Technology or the courts,”
the Bench observed.

The BHench, however,
said that their observations
were not against age based
restrictions on online ac
cess. We  acknowledge
that some form of sfe-
guards are necessiry for
the safety of our children
online and the moderstion
of the comtent accessible at
their fimgertips,” it said.

The court suggested a
system that placed greater
emphasis on parental con-
sent, guidance and super-
vision of children’s access
to social media platforms,
along with a dedicared
“child mode™ for such ac-
counts, with nwasures pro
portonate 1o the objective
of ensuring thelr safety

2> Class24
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Children Have Fundamental Right

to Access Internet: SC
i FIe: aaﬁﬁmea%zzww(ngjmgzﬁzwuﬁwﬁmaﬁ‘w CURIDECRE LR UG R R

SfHyTa®H

» Internet access =
fundamental right of every
person

Aifers AfUPR

» Basis: Art 21 read with
Art 19(1)(a)

3. 21, 19(1)(a)

» Bench: J. J.B. Pardiwala
& J. K.V. Chandran

LI

\_

J

> “Our children are entitled

to both” — safety & freedom
al

» Bans push kids to unsafe

platforms

SrRI&

» Fear stops children
reporting abuse

fearé et

.

Class24

Art 21 + 19(1)(a)
3. 21

» Parental consent &
supervision

SfHHTI® TgHfd

» A dedicated “child
mode”

qT3es AIS

» Age-based limits are
fine; blanket bans are not

uof ufoey =8t

cTheruIing | Trger P °Court’s reasoning | d® | °What it favours | GHATd 4
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Children’s fundamental right to Internet — in depth (1/2)
gevde &1 AP R — faar A (1/2)

° Articles involved an e Proportionality test ¥ e %;keholders named
313@3 GllﬂQIlaif)("II YR

> Legitimate aim > Platforms

Speech & Yy B?{Q‘Cr (intermediaries)
19L& Sxpression » Suitable & necessary qm

Reasonable means > MeitY, law enforcement
19(2) restrictions zgqgaa LG MeitY

Gfagad Uidey

Life & personal » Least restrictive » Parents, schools,
21 liberty option chosen courts

o qH Ufey 3HPHTaS

Education (6-14
21A rs)

&l
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Children’s fundamental right to Internet — in depth (2/2)
gevde &1 AfUPR — faaR A (2/2)

G Child online-safety framework | Wéﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁq'\ﬁ?&ﬂ

©0-0-6-

DPDP Act 2023 IT Rules 2021 Report abuse
DPDP IT g

Parental consent Platform gluties 1930/
<18 QIchH cybercrime.gov.in
3fYHTIH Tgdfd 1930

.

©

POCSO 2012

Punish (_)ffenders
QS

Did you know’>
5 QO e

» Safer Internet Day —
second Tuesday of
February

'\HTF&I?TWW

» India has the world’s
2nd-largest Internet user
base

SR I §S1
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Children’s fundamental right to Internet — Map & Diagram

gavdc B1 ABR — AFRE 9 3R

How Internet access became part of fundamental rights

Puttaswamy (9 judges): Anuradha Bhasin (SC): ’
privacy = fundamental speech & trade via Internet
right (Art 21) protected - Art 19(1)(&).(91
|
2017 2020
2019 2026
aheema Shirin (Kerala HC): SC: children too have
Internet access part of right to access Internet
ght to education & privacy (Art 21 + 19(1)(a))

Restrictions must pass the test of proportionality - blanket bans fail it

Daily Current Affairs « 18 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Puttaswamy (2017) —
privacy under Art 21

» Faheema Shirin
(2019) — Kerala HC

ward RRA

» Anuradha Bhasin
(2020) — Art 19 via
Internet

SRTYT U+

» 2026: right extends to
children
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Tree bridges for hoolock gibbons
fire o ferg gar qat

Class24

The tree bridges that help gibbons ‘cross” highways

=~
SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE
D. Balasubramanian

The Hoolock gibbon is In-
dia’s only ape other than
us humans. Found in
Northeast India, mostly to
the south of the Brahma-
putra river, the western
and eastern hoolock gib-
bon populations have de-
clined by 90% in the last
few decades. The main rea-
son for this has been the
fragmentation of their hab-
itats — the range that indivi-
duals can freely roam over
~ by roads and railway
lines.

The gibbons are particu-
larly vulnerable to such
fragmentation because of
their unusual body struc-
tures. Adults are typically
three feet tall but have five-
foot long arms. They are

cM @
®_

Daily Current Affairs « 18 October 2026

very wvulnerable when
walking on land: their awk-
ward gait makes them easy
targets for wild dogs and
leopards. The gibbons
have adapted to an arbo-
real lifestyle, using their
long arms and the natural
spring action of tree
branches to move high
above the ground with a ra-
pid grace.

Yet this also requires a
continuous  canopy  of
trees. A road or a rail line
completely cuts off one
section of a forest for
them. These gibbons mate
for life and mated pairs fe-
rociously guard their terri-
tory. Linear infrastructure
effectively creates isolated
pockets of gibbon popula-
tions. Smaller territories
support fewer gibbons,
and over time this leads to
genetic isolation, inbreed-
ing, and a decline in
numbers.

The problem is not
faced by gibbons alone.

. ]

angs from the lower branches of a
anctuary, KRUNAL DESA! (CC BY-SA)

-~ :
A male western Hoolock gibbon hai

tree in the Hoollangapar Gibbon Sa

The lion-tailed macaque’s
habitat around the town of
Valparai in Tamil Nadu is
fragmented by coffee and
tea estates, and intercon-
necting roads lying bet-
ween stretches of rainfor-
est.

Around the world too,
the slow loris in Indonesia
and the three-toed sloth in
Central America have
faced fragmentation catas-
trophes. Both these ani-
mals are notoriously slow

* The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

movers, preferring to
move while hanging up-
side down on branches.
Hoolock gibbon popula-
tions began to be fragment-
ed when railway networks
were expanded into East-
ern Assam in 1887. One
such fragment eventually
became the Hoollangapar
Gibbon Sanctuary, which
has a woefully small popu-
lation of about 130 western
hoolock gibbons, out of a
total of only 3,000-5,000

1}

in Northeast India. Conser-
vation efforts began in ear-
nest long after the railway
lines were operational, led
by local organisations such
as Aranyak.

To create a natural
bridge over the railway
line, a careful and dense
planting of trees on either
side of the track was un-
dertaken. About 15 years
later, the canopies of trees
on either side of the track
came together to form a
bridge that the apes could
swing over. And even be-
fore the canopy bridge was
established, gantry bridges
were put up.

Eftorts to help arboreal
creatures find their kin and
supplies of food have been
successful at other loca-
tions, too. The giant Indian
squirrel is more frequently
seen as roadkill than in the
wild. This magnificent
creature, which has a body
that is over a foot in length
and an even longer tail,

1

prefers to live in the cano-
pies above 30 feet, and has
been aided by braided
rope bridges installed at
many places, from the
Melghat Tiger Reserve in
the Satpuras in Maharash-
tra to the Srivilliputhur
Grizzled Squirrel Sanctu-
ary in Tamil Nadu.

Other land animals too
need measures to prevent
habitat fragmentation.
Heavily populated coun-
tries such as the Nether-
lands are at the forefront of
this. This country has an
animal overpass that is
nearly a kilometre long
and spans a highway, a rail
yard, and a golf course.
Our increasingly busy
highways surely need such
facilitators for our wildlife.

(The article was written
in collaboration with Sushil
Chandani, who works in
molecular modelling)
dbala@lvpei.org
sushilchanda-
ni@gmail.com
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The Tree Bridges That Help
Gibbons ‘Cross’ Highways
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» India’s only ape (apart
from humans)

YPHA TU

» Found in Northeast,
mostly south of
Brahmaputra

qai

» Populations down ~90%
In recent decades

90% RTdC

J

.

» 3 ft tall, 5ft arms
GEIR G N

» Swings branch to

branch (brachiation)

sfeueE

» Clumsy on land — prey
for dogs, leopards
SHI IR @0
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India’s only ape

TPHTF qIiv

The hoolock gibbon :
it Fra J P e Built for trees | G&@rEt £ eThethreat EECGR A

» Roads & railways break
the canopy

HSP q ¥

» |solated groups —
Inbreeding

3 U=+
» Mate for life; territorial

e
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Tree bridges for hoolock gibbons — in depth (1/2)
/e & o ger o — faaR & (1/2)

° Hollongapar story

.

1887

Today
ST

NE total
Pd

Fix
HHTUT

Railway into
Eastern Assam

PGRYIES]

~130 western
hoolocks
130

Only 3,000—
5,000
3-5 §AIR

Trees planted —
canopy met in
~15yrs

15 a9

=

Year / fact Detail
a¥ faazon

J

.

Other canopy animals

3= ofig

» Giant Indian squirrel —

often roadkill
fazma gt

» Lion-tailed macaque —
Valparai, TN

Rig-yo uo®

» Abroad: slow loris,
three-toed sloth

il S
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Conservation status O

TRE0T
» Western hoolock:
Enc!angered (IUCN)
HbhUd
» Listed in Schedule I,

Wild Life (Protection) Act
I

» NGO Aranyak led local
efforts
S{IRUgh
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Tree bridges for hoolock gibbons — in depth (2/2)
/e & fore ger o — faar 9 (2/2)

Did you know?

G Ways to reconnect habitats | 3fTaRT Site+ & UM T 37T TR 22
» Gibbons are apes, not
monkeys — they have no
tail
Canopy bridge Rope bridge Overpass Underpass v .
b g = ga 3SIUTH UD el
» Hollongapar was
Plant trees Squirrels Netherlands ~1 NH-44, Pench renamed in 1997 area
EEASHIL et km i !
Hrexeis ~21 sq km

1997

.
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Tree bridges for hoolock gibbons — Map & Diagram
fre= & fore 981 ga — a9 s

Bridges in the trees: where India helps canopy animals cross
jre=s Oy N e e X Read the visual

EECIREE

» Hollongapar, Jorhat
(Assam) — ~130 gibbons

—\ 1,[l-lollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary, | '

Jorhat (~130 gibbons) - canopy bridge] ",
—— o 5 ™

L C » Canopy bridge over a
8 ) railway line

g,, » Rope bridges:

| ﬂ Melghat, Srivilliputhur

ﬁ ~ Tt ga

o » Valparai — lion-tailed

macaque habitat broken

"‘ \ W Assam - western hoolock gibbon habitat
{ BN Arboreal rope bridges

\ B Canopy bridge over railway
0

| Melghat Tiger Reserve -
rope bridges for squirrels

-
P
5"

Valparai - lion-tailed macaque
(fragmented by estates)

Srivilliputhur Grizzled Squirrel
Sanctuary - rope bridges

0
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The price you pay for getting well

3Rdrd faa

As the govt moves
toreinin
medical billing
inconsistencies,
kenow how
consumers suffer
Sfrom markups on
medicines and
consumables

SREYA DEB

RECENT SOCIAL media post
by Maharashtra Food and
Drugs Adeninisteation (F0A)
commassioner  Tukazam
fundhe has  brought
renewad atterition toa longstendeg con
<em in India — inflated medical bills and
the peed Tor greater accoantability in
healtheare pricing. As peran audit con
ducted by the department, certain con
sumades were found to be upchiarged by
even 19 times their otigisal MIUP in
patienty'bils.
lncidentally the enedical bl problem
Is not comfimed to the prce of a single
maedicine or consultation. It s the curmw
Lative cost of treatonent, such as rogistra
tion charges, doctory’ fees, room rent,
nursing charges, diagnostic tests, med)
cimes, consunsables, surgical expenses
and shditional fees for specsalised ser
vices, that can often make healthcare
unaffordable, Even whes cach compo
vyt appears relatively modest, the finad
bill can becotne substamtal
Howover, same relief soems to be in
sight as theisse has nowoome under the
Supeeme Court'sscratiny. The Centre has
also demanstod trams passecy froenall the
states, asking them 1o darify pricieg
obligations, strengthen mositoring and
estabiyah accessible complaint mecha
S 5 A% Lo Baelp patiensts woderstanad
exacthywhat they are paying focand how
much, State chief secretaries have been
diroctod (o ensuire that hospitals dispday
comprehensive, updated rate lists and
provide weitten estimaces wherever prac

S

The price you pay

GETTING WELL

EASY-TO-MISS LOOPHOLES
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WHAT CAN A

for

Karmataka FDW In an mvestigation mito
hospital hillings Acong the other recent
instances hughlighting this problem wase
from Kesala and Punab, in Kenala, 2
patkent sepoetodly took the marter tathe
Aate COnSImMEer  COmMIMESSIon  Over
allegedly mflased medical bills and a dis
puted signarare. The Keraka consmer
court found the allegations valid, and
biter andered the hospital in question to
payaboes T1,14 Lakh to the patlent.

Tes Pussials, & patient Bad 1o be com
pensaded after theirhospital seund three
different bills for the e admission - in
thals pationt s casa, (he nitiad estinene for
thetr treatment was vastheclifferent from
the floal payabde acnoont, almost doubile
~ thar estienate wisi made Sor up 1o T4.10
lakh, whereas the bill had reflected
around €547 lakh tobe pakl.
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The price you pay for getting well
RYdrd fod
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PIOVIAGEWTTHIEN ESUmMames wierever prac-
tical,with clear explanationsof additional
chargesand circumstances in which costs
may change.Regulating bodies have also
been mandated to examine whether
existing medicine-price controls ade-
quately cover commonly used treat-
ments and whether stronger safeguards
are justified underthe Drugs(Prices Con-
trol) Order,

Major concerns

One major concern ailing Indian
healthcare is the lack of transparency
even before treatment begins. Patients
and theirfamilies may not receive acom-
prehensive estimate covering the
expected expensesofa procedure or hos-
pital stay. In emergencies, they have little
time to compare providers or negotiate
prices, Insurance coverage depends on
eligibility, policy conditions, exclusions,
hospital networks and the nature of
treatment. Qutpatient consultations,
long-term medicines and some diagnos-
tic expenses may still leave patients pay
ing substantial amounts themselves.

The country doesnot currently havea
consolidated database or system to keep
an annual record of billing debts and
complaints on medical prices,

Indiaalready hasa framework for reg-
ulating medicine prices. The National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA),
operating under the Department of Phar-
maceuticals (DoP), implements price-
control provisions under the Drugs
(Prices Control) Order, 201 3. Essential
medicines included in the ‘National List

mHospital admission may
involve registration
charges, doctors' fees,
room rent, nursing
charges, diagnostic tests,
medicines, consumables,
etc; each component may
appear relatively modest
but final bill can become
substantial

W Patients, families may not
receive comprehensive
estimate covering
expected expenses of a
procedure or hospital stay

of Essential Medicines’are subject toceil-
ing prices under the applicable rules,
while prices of non-scheduled formula-
tions are subject to limits on annual
increases, However, these prices do not
tendtobefinal. Atthe billing stagein hos-
pitals hidden charges, excessive services,
andupcharge consumablesappearin the
paperwork, raising the payable amounts
significantly for the patients. Some sur-
veys say that hospital bills can be inflated
by 15-40% with such hidden charges.
The NPPAis maintaining that cases
under legal process currently cannot be
discussed with the media,as per Manisha
Khuntia, deputy director with NPPA,
overseeing enforcement. Statements on
the matter are being deferred to the DoP
underthe Ministryof Chemicals and Fer-

®in emergencies, patients
& families have little time

VWHAI CANA
PATIENT ASK FOR?

to compare providers or
negotiate prices, Once
treatment has started,
switching hospitals may
be medically difficult,
financiallr costly or
practically impossible

minsurance coverage
depends on eligibility,
poﬁgy, conditions,
exclusions, hospital
networks and nature of
treatment

tilisers,as of now."I cannot speak on pol-
icy enforcement while cases are still
ongeing."she told FE,

Solicitor General of India Tushar
Mehta has admitted before the Supreme
Court that there are loopholes in pricing
management, and that measures will be
taken to correct the same. The Centre's
directive asking states toensure that hos-
pitals display their rates must translate
into consistent enforcement, accessible
pricelists and clear explanations of what
individual charges include. The SC'sinter-
vention and the Centre's directions have
nowbrought the issue into sharper focus.

Glaring gaps

For a patient, the price of a simple IV
infusion set can also arrive inflated. It's a

Daily Current Affairs < 18 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

mComplete itemised bill

mOriginal estimates for treatments
& procedures, with breakup of OT
and staff charges

mFull list of consumables and
medicines with original prices

mRoom requirements, bed charges

W Dates, reports & charges of all tests
and scans done while admitted

consumablea patient might not beaware
enough to even check for. In Maharash-
tra, for instance, some patients were
reportedlypaying 325 foran IVinfusion
set thatwas boughtat ¥11.05 when pro-
cured. That's over 29 times the procure
ment price that the patient is being
charged. The state FDA noted this dis-
crepancy in theiraudit in September this
year. Their report showed verylarge gaps
between procurement prices and prices
charged and printed for certain hospital
consumables. Similarly, a patient from
Karnataka reported being charged
4,528 foranantibiotic that was actually
priced at T80, Further, another patient
was charged ¥7,110 foran injection that
wasoriginally priced at €160, These com-
plaints and gaps were unearthed by the

AIouna <89 7 1axn o oe paia,

Grievance redressal

The Union Health Ministry’s Charter
of Patients'Rights says patientsand care-
givers have a right to information about
hospital rates and a right to receive an
itemised, detailed bill at the time of pay-
ment.Italsosays hospitals should display
key rates prominently and make their
detailed schedule of rates available
to patients. A disputed bill can become a
civil orconsumer dispute, and the hospi-
tal may pursuerecoveryof genuinelyout-
standing dues, For patients covered by
health insurance, the insurer or third-
party administrator should also be
brought into the dispute.

The Insurance Regulatoryand Devel-
opment Authority of India (IRDAI)
advises policyholdersto first raise griev-
ances with their insurer; and then with
the IRDAY's grievance mechanism. Other
consumer forums, state health
ministries,and the NPPAalso have griev-
ance cells that can be approached in
these cases.

Meanwhile,the IRDAI planstoissuea
fresh consultation paper to address
healthcarebilling practicesand improve
health insurance claims settlement."On
the claims side, we need to understand
treatment costs, utilisation, fraud and
provider practices. We aim to come out
with another consultation paper on
that,"said Ajay Seth, chairman, IRDAI,
while delivering a special address at the
FEModern BFSI Summit 2026 in Mum-
bai recently.
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29x original price Antibiotic priced | | Injection priced Court scrutiny
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The price you pay for getting well — in depth (1/2)
Iara faa — IR & (1/2)

° Why bills balloon
foe =l s
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> No full estimate before
treatment

A gl
» Emergencies — no time

to compare
SMATdPTc

» lnsurance exclusions
& conditions

oftaT 21l

.

J -

NPPA
NPPA

IRDAI
IRDAI

State FDA
JTvY FDA

Clinical
Establishment
s Act 2010
2010
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Drug prices
(DPCO 2013)

Gdl Hed

Health
insurance

ot

Audits,
egforcement
NIE

Rate display
X

» Out-of-pocket spend
still a big share of health
costs

ECECE]

» PM-JAY: 5 lakh cover
per family

PM-JAY

» No national database of
billing complaints

Sarey el
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The price you pay for getting well — in depth (2/2)
Iard faa — IR & (2/2)

@ 0w anospital bill builds up | e R TR

Did you know?

T 3T STd 8
» Health is a State
subject (List I, Entry 6)
Admlssmn Doctor & Tests & drugs Flnal b|II :‘|‘
nursing SiTd g gdT » Charter of Patients’
SIEE Rights was drafted by
Registration, Daily charges Consumables Often 2x estimate
it e e % NHRC (2018)
G| NHRC
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The price you pay for getting well — Map & Diagram
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Overcharged in hospital? Your rights and where to complain

Ask the hospital for

Escalate

Written estimate before treatment

Hospital grievance desk

v

Complete itemised bill

Insurer - IRDAI
(if insured)

T

List of medicines & consumables
with original MRP

State health dept / NPPA
(drug overpricing)

v

Charges of every test & scan

Consumer Commission

Basis: Charter of Patients' Rights (Health Ministry) - right to information on rates & an itemised bill
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Ask for a written
estimate first

fofae srqam™
» Demand an itemised
bill

fawga faa
» Escalate: hospital —

IRDAI —- NPPA —
commission

Rrerad

» Basis: Charter of

Patients’ Rights
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Realistic roadmap to Net Zero events

¢ SiRY e

What's a realistic roadma

TONET ZEROEVENTS?

Here's what event
organisers can
actually do, beyond

the spin: measure the

footprint, reduce
emissions where you
can, deal responsibly
with what remains,
and report what you
have actually done

AASHI AGARWAL

| N Bl ETIEDA MAC harama nnns

emissions such as fuel burned in genera-

towe arssant_saamad uchicrlas Conma ) rons

reported a 35% reduction in its carbon

fantnrnt amainet ite 1010 hacaling in ite
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What does the roadmap look like

atacmallarceala?

tance travel, This is where residual emis-

sinne and rarhan cradite san antor tha
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persuade people that systems need to
change, Their own operations should
therefore be treated as part of the story,
not as an awkward footnote. The wider
pattern is well documented, Major inter-
national gatherings can generate sub-
stantial emissions through air travel,
accommodation, freight and temporary
infrastructure. Thisdoesn’t mean climate
convenings should not happen. Conven
ing people can itself have enormous
value. It does mean that organisers should
be asking whether every journeyis neces-
sary, whether the event location is acces-
sible by lower-carbon transport, whether
virtual participation can replace some
travel and whether the emissions that
remainare being transparently reported.
India’s events industry spans an enor
mous range, from international concerts
and sporting events to corporate confer-
ences and community gatherings, This
makesitdifficult to prescribe one univer-
sal sustainability checklist. It also makes
the case for a roadmap. The intervention
should follow the footprint. This sounds
obvious, but it is remarkably easy for
events to do the reverse: choose a highly
visible sustainability intervention first
and then tryto make the carbon account-
ing fit around it. A pedal-powered instal-
lation can be fun and memorable. Solar-
powered charging stations can be useful.
Reusable cups can reduce waste. But none
of these should be presented as evidence
that an event is net zerounless the under-
lying footprint has actually been mea-
sured and reduced accordingly.

On the ground

Some of the most useful sustainabil
ity interventions are not particularly
glamorous. Considera marathon, Tens of

thoaneande nf narticinante nase nace
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Realistic roadmap to Net Zero events
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ET ZERO HAS become one
of those terms that gets
attached to an event the
way “artisanal" gets
attached to a snack: often,
and with very little consistency about
what it actually requires. A conference
with a tree-planting partnership calls
itself net zero. A festival that buys offsets
for its stage power calls itself net zero. A
concert that has genuinely redesigned its
energy, waste and mobility systems also
callsitself net zero. But they're clearly not
the same thing. So what would a credible
pathway to net zero actually look like for
an event? And is it really something only
organiserswith multimillion-dollar bud-
gets can attempt? The answer is no. The
principles are surprisingly straightfor-
ward: measure the footprint, reduce
emissions where you can, deal responsi-
bly with what remains, and report what
you have actually done, The tools and
budgets will vary enormously. But trans-
parency,and honesty, should not.

What does net zero require?

There is an important distinction
between measuring an event’s carbon
footprint and claiming that it is net zero,
The Greenhouse Gas Protocol provides
theaccounting framework used by many
oreanisations to measure emissions. For

tors orevent-owned vehicles. Scope 2 cov-
ers purchased electricity. Scope 3 includes
otherindirect emissions,which forevents
can include attendee and artist travel,
accommodation, catering, freight, pro-
duction and supply chains.

The exact boundary will depend on
the methodology used. Acredible net-zero
approach therefore starts with measur-
ing the emissions that matter, setting
reduction targets and reducing them as
faras reasonably possible before address-
ing residual emissions.

The Net Zero Carbon Eventsinitiative,
launched in 2021, committed the events
industry to a pathway aligned with the
Paris Agreement, with an industry
roadmap released in 2022, Itsworkiden-
tifies travel and accommodation, venue
energy, food and food waste, logistics,
smart production and waste manage-
ment as key areas for decarbonisation.
These have to be accompanied by mea-
surement, reporting and carbon offset-
ting, Buying carbon credits is not illegiti-
mate, but credits should not become a
substitute for reducing emissions thatan
organiser could reasonably have avoided.

Does this only work at F1 and
Olympics budgets?

It is easiest to see a structured
roadman at that scale because the renort -

footprint against its 2018 baseline in its
2026 sustainability update. It attributes
reductions tomeasures including renew-
able energy at facilities, changes to travel
and freight and more efficient logistics.
The sport is targeting net zero by 2030.
What works foritis that it has a baseline,
a target, a documented reduction path-
way and publicly reported progress,

The Milano Cortina 2026 Winter
Olympic Games hassimilarlyemphasised
the use of existing infrastructure, min-
imising temporary power systems and
managing energy and other resources as
part of its sustainability strategy.

The 2026 FIFAWorld Cup is a useful
counterexample. FIFAhas corporate com-
mitments to halve emissionsby 2030 and
reach net zero by 2040. Yet independent
estimates of the tournament's footprint
vary substantially. Carbon accounting
platform Greenly estimated about 7.8
million tonnes of CO2e, with spectator
travel accounting for nearly 88% of the
total. Astadium can be highly energyeffi-
cient and still host an extremely carbon-
intensive event if tens of thousands of
people have to fly to get there.

Wimbledon offers another useful
example, Its sustainability reporting
includes staff, player and official flights
as part of its Scope 3 emissions and
renorts renewable electricitv nrocure-

Daily Current Affairs < 18 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

atasmallerscale?

The same logic applies whether you
are running a 60,000-person festivalora
300-person conference. The toolschange,
not the sequence.

Measure before claim

For an event, the obvious starting
points are usually venue energy, travel,
accommodation, catering, freight, pro-
duction and waste. The precise hotspots
vary by event. This step can require time
and data, but it does not necessarily
require a large budget. And it is the step
small organisers are most tempted
toskip.

Reduce what you can control

Waste is the mostvisible sustainability
issue at many events. But it is not neces-
sarily the largest source of emissions.
Energy and mobility can matter much
more, For a smaller event, this might
mean choosing avenue with existing grid
access rather than bringingin diesel gen-
erators, It could mean designing trans-
portinformationaround public transport
rather than simply telling attendees to
“travel sustainably” It could mean reduc
ing unnecessary freight, digitising regis-
trationand ticketing or negotiating cater-
ing contracts around realisticattendance
and portion requirements.

Deal with what remains

Some emissions are genuinely diffi-

sions and carbon credits can enter the
conversation, But the order matters. An
organiser should first understand what
remains after reduction rather than sim-
ply calculating a large footprint and buy-
ingan equivalent quantity of credits.The
quality of credits also matters. Claims
about carbon neutrality or net zero
should not rest on credits whose underly-
ing climate benefit is uncertain.

Verifyand report that is credible

Not every event needs the same level
of assurance. A global sporting event and
a 300-person conference will not have the
same reporting infrastructure. But both
candocument what they measured,what
theychanged, what theycould not change
and what assumptions they made.

I1SO 20121:2024 provides a frame-
work for event sustainability manage-
ment that applies across event types and
sizes. Importantly, the standard allows
different ways of demonstrating confor-
mity,including self-declaration, supplier
validation and third-party certification.
This makes the basicdiscipline accessible
even when full certification is not.

Events about climate change

They should be held to the same stan-
dard. In fact, thereis a good argument for
holding them to a higher one, Climate
conferences sustainability summits and

E> Class24

thousands of participants may pass
through hydration points over a few
hours. Replacing single-use systems with
reusable or lower-impact alternatives,
designing collection systems properly
and making those systems part of the
event'sstandard operating procedure can
produce improvements year after year,
Overtime, the intervention becomes part
of how the event operates rather than a
one-off sustainability activation. That is
the compounding logic a credible
roadmap needs, Not one expensive ges-
ture, but aseries of decisions that become
standard practice.

So, can events actually go
net zero?

Not overnight. And certainly not
through a report release or a carbon-
credit purchase alone, But the roadmap
is notmysterious, and itis not reserved for
organiserswith multimillion-dollarbud-
gets. Measure honestly. Reduce what you
can. Deal responsibly with what remains.
Verify and report what you have actually
done, The events industry does not need
every organiser to claim net zero tomor-
row. It needs more organisers to get ona
documented, measurable pathway
towards it

The piece is published in

arrancement with Climate Action Live
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What’s a Realistic Roadmap
to Net Zero Events?

ST & ﬁ'ﬁﬂ?‘r aﬁwﬁ@m 3 IRAT: IS ATY, foTd=T 81 9 9eTy, 99 I+ &1 e o

e 4-step roadmap | 4 TRUT 3= e Examples | S&lgxul W

3R AR | Rl

° The problem | 9HHET OO

» “Net zero” used loosely —
like “artisanal”

faarar

» Tree planting or offsets #
net zero

TpHe

» Flashy green gimmicks
before measuring

HIY 6l

. J

» Measure before you
claim

1Y
» Reduce what you can
control

Ycliy
» Deal with what
remains; verify & report

faid ¥

.
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Measure—Reduce—-
Report .
HIO-geTe

Event Approach
TS LR

-35% vs 2018;

Formula 1

E1 net zero by
2030
Net zero by
E%Iﬁiér 2040; WC ~7.8
C Mt
Wimbledon Reports flights
fdears in Scope 3
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Realistic roadmap to Net Zero events — in depth (1/2)

a Carbon credits

AT SiRY Mo — AR A (1/2)

Tools & standards | .
HAD

e Low-cost steps | I

!
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» GHG Protocol -
accounting framework

GHG Wicidid

» 1SO 20121:2024 —
event sustainability
ISO 20121

» Net Zero Carbon
Events initiative (2021)

2021 Ygdl

not diesel

frs fowrett

» Plan around public
transport

Wmtrha'ﬁ

» Reusable cups; digital
tickets

g=r:mﬂ11

J

.

» Venue with grid power,

» Not illegitimate — but

not a substitute
fawey A8t

» Use only for residual

emissions

Y Ioi
» Credit quality matters

uidI

.
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Realistic roadmap to Net Zero events — in depth (2/2)
e oY e — fawR & (2/2)

Did you know?

G India’s climate road to 2070 | HId BT A& AT 3T ST 22
» Mission LIFE (Lifestyle
for Environment) launched
500 GW 45% 50% Net zero 2070 AV
0 0 Z °
500 GW 45% 50% 2070 FAr=TeT LiFE
» India’s Carbon Credit
Non-fossil by Emission intensity ~ Power capacity Panchamrit Trading Scheme notified
2030 cut (vs 2005) non-fossil (COP26) in 2023
2030 e R-Sitarey Ted In
CCTS 2023

\ J \_ J
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Realistic roadmap to Net Zero events — Map & Diagram
¢ ofRT S — aFfas 9 o

Read the visual

EECIREE

(ol actimatay Y » Scope 1 — direct

Everything (generators)

. else 12% ': 1

» Scope 2 — bought
electricity

THIY 2

» Scope 3 —travel,
hotels, food (biggest)
3

» FIFA 2026: 88% from
spectator travel
88% UTAT

Where an event’s emissions come from

Scope 1 - DIRECT
Fuel burnt in generators, event-owned vehicles

Scope 2 - PURCHASED ENERGY
Electricity bought from the grid

Scope 3 - INDIRECT (usually the biggest) Spectator
Attendee & artist travel, hotels, catering, travel 88%
freight, production, supply chains
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France: 1,800 arrested in
protests

wig A faiy uezi=

Cyclone to cross A.P.
coast (1976 archive)
b dld

Extra $29 bn for the same
crude

o dd &1 91 fad

2

SC bars mid-term fee hike

BN gfg R AF

Separation of powers &
CJI’s refusal

TIfFaal ST GBI

Form 7 misuse & wrong
deletions

WiH 7 gEUART

Why a machine-readable
voter list?
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France: 1,800 arrested in protests
wig § faRly ue=i=

French police arrest 1,800 as clashes,

Class24

Daily Current Affairs

looting, arson mar ‘student’ protests

Associated Press
PARIS

The police arrested at least
1,L8BOO people  across
France after violent groups
clashed with officers and
looted shops during na-
tionwide demonstrations
that drew hundreds of
thousands who denounced
rising living costs and poor
conditions in schools.

Assth Asitina cnid swaanl-ad

‘Nothing justifies’ the
‘unbridled’ violence
seen in nationwide
cost of living protests
this weekend: Macron

top government officials
on Sunday afternoon, said
“nothing justifies” the “un-
bridled” violence seen in
nationwide cost of living

nvntnnta +hin xxranlrAam A
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Paris, Marseille, Lyon and
Bordeaux.

About 5,50,000 people
took part in protests across
France, according to auth-
orities, while organisers
counted about 8,00,000.
More than 500 police offic-
ers, gendarmes, and fire-
fighters were injured, Mr.
Nunez said.

One person died of a

heart attack, the Paris pol-
VP2 |

xxrth it vrenrrmAimes

protection of purchasing
power,” she wrote on X.

U.S. President Donald
Trump posted “France is
burning!” on his Truth So-
cial platform, apparently
linking the unrest to “the
immigration of people
from an entirely different
world”.

French authorities have
not linked immigrants to
the rioting and have re-

mwnntndlsr attrilaitad cAsan
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France: 1,800 arrested in protests
wig § faRly ue=i=
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Authorities said masked
groups on Saturday set
fires and attacked public
buildings, including city
halls, in several cities.

In Limoges, a city in
central France, flames en-
gulfed the 19th-century Ci-
ty Hall, causing its roof to
collapse. = Haute-Vienne
prefect Maurice Barate told
LCI television that the fire
was deliberately set and
the blaze nearly destroyed
the building. The fire was
under control on Sunday.

French President Em-
manuel Macron, after an
emergency meeting with

protests this weekend.
“Tonight, we all feel an-
ger and shame,” Mr. Ma-
cron said in an address to
the nation, adding that
there must be a distinction
between protesters with
“legitimate demands” with
“those who destroyed,
smashed, and looted”.
“The right to protest is a
fundamental right. Delib-
erately and collectively
sowing disorder through
violence is not,” Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez
wrote on X, pointing to the
looting of hundreds of bu-
sinesses in cities such as

19 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

ice said, without providing
details. Paris prosecutors’
office said it was investigat-
ing. Paris police said Sun-
day 855 people were ar-
rested in the French
capital region alone.

Mixed reactions
Far-right leader and presi-
dential hopeful Marine Le
Pen lashed out at far-left
rival Jean-Luc Mélenchon,
who joined the march.
“Looting, ransacking,
destroying and attacking
law enforcement: Rioters
have again spoiled the Oct.
17 demonstrations for the

peatedly attributed some
of the violence to “radical
far-left groups” and other
people who joined to loot.

Paris Mayor Emmanuel
Grégoire announced the
creation of an emergency
unit to support businesses
assess the damage. “The
scale of the damage is con-
siderable and unprece-
dented,” Mr. Grégoire
wrote in an open letter.
“Paris is a city of freedoms,
debate and demonstra-
tions. It must remain So.
But it must also be a city
where everyone can work
and run a business safely.”
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French Police Arrest 1,800 as Clashes,
Looting Arson Mar ‘Student’ Protests

awﬁaﬂwf@:ﬁrﬂsmmﬁmﬁﬁw euTe 9 3TTSH! - 1,800 FRWER; Al

f%'\tnm

1,800+ 5 5-8 Iakh
Arrested Protesters
TRUAR
500+ 855
Police/firefighter | | Arrests in Paris
s hurt ufy
Urad

\_

° In numbers | 3THS 1]

J
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Cost-of-living protests
HEITE favier

Why people protested : <

.

> Rising cost of living
» Poor conditions in
schools

ol ot fRufa
» Protests on 17 Oct, led

by students
)P

» Macron: “anger and
shame”; violence unjustified
e
» Trump: “France is
burning!” — blamed
Immigration
4
» Le Pen blamed far-left
Méelenchon

o U

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express




ARTICLE 1 + INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS — EUROPE | SItRRIPH ddY - QRIT

France: 1,800 arrested in protests — in depth (1/2)
wid | fRIy gzl — faar 9 (172)

.

Feature Detail
e faa=or

Constitution

gfaum=

System

President

wygufd

Rarliament
dJdq

France’s political system

YqRYT

Fifth Republic
(1958)

Semi-
presidential

3ref-3remeity

Directly elected,

S YIS

National
Assembly +
Senate

-
pl111

J

ht to protest ‘m

Y BT ATUBPR

» “Afundamental right —
violence is not” (Interior
Min.)

aifde Sfter
» India: Art 19(1)(b) —

assemble peaceably,
without arms

3. 19(1)(b)

> Limits under Art 19(3) —
public order

3. 19(3)

.
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India—France ties

HRI-H1

» Strategic partners
since 1998

IUHITd® ATHER

» Defence: Rafale jets,
Scorpene submarines

thel

» Co-founded

International Solar

Alliance (2015)
ISA

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express




ARTICLE 1 + INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS — EUROPE | SItRRIPH ddY - QRIT

France: 1,800 arrested in protests — in depth (2/2)
wid | faRIy ye=iq — faar 9 (2/2)

5
a France’s history of protest | faRiey @1 gfag™ & ° Did yOU knOW 4

©0-06-0-0

1789 1968 2018 Yellow 2026 protests
Revolution 1968 Vests 2026
qdl e
Liberty, Equality Student revolt Fuel tax Cost of living
ESKER] EIEREICNE ST PR RIS

.
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» India’s Preamble ideals
of liberty, equality,
fraternity echo the French
Revolution

PEGICEI!

» Bastille Day (14 July) —

France’s national day

14 @S
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France: 1,800 arrested in protests — Map & Diagram
wid ¥ faRty ez — A 9 e

France where the cost-of-living protests turned violent
=i — E S, Read the visual

K CEKARE |

S~ R

= : SIS Paris - 855 grrests] _ _
’ (capital region) GERMANY » Paris — 855 arrests In
./ capital region
= A » Limoges — historic City
gias):::; 0 Hall set on fire
. ~ yon] A S fervier
Limoges - 19th-century]___' ~ — S ITALY )
City Hall set abl = :
e c » Also Marseille, Lyon,
o Bordeaux
'Bordeaux _,/”'/ N 3 YR
PN —— e e "\\’ .
: .“//_&e . 4 » France borders Spain,
(Marse e e ltaly, Germany
B Worst violence Mediterranean Sea a'QT
| Major protest cities o
— > =3 - J
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SC bars mid-term fee hike

B gfg R S

SC bars mid-term fee hike in professional courses

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Much to the relief of fami-
lies sacrificing their life sav-
ings for professional edu-
cation, the Supreme Court
has ruled that students en-
rolling in professional
courses must know their
exact expenses from the
outset.

“A student entering a
four-year or five-year pro-
fessional programme like
medicine or engineering
should ordinarily know, at
the very threshold, the fi-
nancial liability that they
or their family is undertak-
ing,” a Bench of Justices
P.S. Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe held.

The court said mid-
stream fee hikes were im-
permissible except under
unforeseeable or extraor-
dinary economic condi-
tions or statutory changes.

Y

Fee-fixation committees
must function as continu-
ing institutions, capable of
anticipating costs, under-
taking periodic assess-
ments, and making timely
decisions.

‘Justified, not arbitrary’
Both the All India Council
for Technical Education
Regulations, 1994, and the
National Education Policy,
2020, offer regulatory fra-
meworks that pre-empt ar-
bitrary fee increases by
self-financing higher edu-
cational institutions while
preserving legitimate fiscal
space for them, the court
added.

The verdict said the legi-
timate interest of students
and parents to have cer-
tainty about the reasona-
ble fee payable for the
course must be balanced
with the interest of self-fi-
nancing educational insti-

tutions to secure adequate
resources for providing
quality education and im-
proving standards. The
court clarified that it was
not against periodic fee
revision.

“If such cost is not reco-
vered from the students at
the relevant time and is de-
ferred to future batches, an
inevitable revenue deficit
would certainly arise and
will either have a cascading
effect on future batches or

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

adversely affect the eco-
nomic viability of the insti-
tution. It will have its own
fallout on the infrastruc-
ture, quality of lecturers
and professors, and also
adversely affect student
welfare,” the judgment
explained.

Fee certainty through
efficient regulation is the
paramount principle.
There should be a sense of
predictability about the fi-
nancial liability of higher
education. The authorities
must notify the fee payable
for the entire course before
a student takes admission,
the court said.

Fee disparity

The judgment, authored
by Justice Narasimha, not-
ed that National Sample
Survey Office data showed
that professional course
fees were a staggering 711%
higher than those for gen-

eral  academic
grammes.

“For the overwhelming
majority of households,
the fee payable for a pro-
fessional course consti-
tutes a substantial part of
the family’s income and
savings; it is not a matter of
incidental expenditure,”
the court observed.

The court spoke for mil-
lions of parents who strug-
gle to pay for their chil-
dren’s professional
courses. Many families also
rely on student loans to
pay for higher education.

“Adverse variations in fi-
nancial commitment, and
the insecurities that it may
create, will impact the stu-
dent and the family, and,
in the long run, have an ad-
verse effect on the quality
and character of the pro-
fessionals that are in the
making,” the top court cau-

tioned.
|

pro-
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SC Bars Mid-term Fee Hike

INn Professional Courses
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» Students must know
exact expenses at the start

LUKCE]

» Mid-stream hikes not
allowed

dta # gfs 81
» Bench: J. P.S.

Narasimha & J. Alok
Aradhe

LI

J

.

» Unforeseeable
economic conditions

TR fRUfA

» Statutory changes
I dGdrd

» Periodic revision still
allowed
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Fee certainty
e [Afdaar

cTheruIing | TeaT P e Exceptions | 3Udlg A °Why it matters | A8 e

> Fees 711% higher than
general courses
711%

» Families use savings &
loans
qdd d BUI

» Uncertainty hurts quality
of professionals

quidl
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SC bars mid-term fee hike — in depth (1/2)
B gfe W e — fAwar A (172)

%%I?a;[cing two interests ‘-‘Iﬁ e Regulat%gmf[rameworks an

» AICTE Regulations, » Art 19(1)(g) — right to
o SRS 1994 run institutions

Fee certainty Adequate AICTE 3. 19(1)(9)

» NEP 2020 — no » Art 21A — education 6—

Affordable t%‘;i'r']%g commercialisation 14 (RTE 2009)

it el NEP 2020 3. 21A

No surprise .1\ finances > State Fee Regulatory » Education In

glllzl%ﬂﬁ v R Committees Concurrent List (42nd

B affa Amdt, 1976)
JHTT
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SC bars mid-term fee hike — in depth (2/2)
B gfe W e — fAwarR A (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T

G How fees should be fixed now | wig AR
» Capitation fee was held
illegal in Mohini Jain
(1992)

Cost study Full- course fee Admlssmn Locked 'Fﬁ'%:ﬂ a:l.
» NEP 2020 target: 50%
Committee Notified in Student knows No mid-term hike GER in higher education
assSesses advance cost ?1'@ '_'lgT
i LR SR by 2035
50% GER
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SC bars mid-term fee hike — Map & Diagram
Wi s WAF — A= T 3R

Fee index (NSSO data)

811 (+711%)

100
General Professional
course course
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Supreme Court on private college fees - landmark cases

1993 Unni Krishnan

. Right to education up to 14;
free-seat/paid-seat scheme
I.M.A, Pai (11 judges)
@ : :
Private unaided colleges can fix fees;
no capitation, no profiteering
2005 P.A. Inamdar (7 judges)
. Fee committees to requiate fees
of unaided institutions
® 2016 Modern Dental College
States may regulate fees &
admissions (Art 19(6))
® 2026 This ruling

No mid-term hike; full-course fee
notified before admission

* The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Professional fees
711% higher (NSSO)

711%

» T.M.A. Pai (2002) — no
profiteering

duvau ug

» P.A. Inamdar (2005) —
fee committees

SIHGR

» 2026: no mid-term
hikes

2026 T
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Form 7 misuse & wrong deletions

WiH 7 GSUANT

37 voters file Form 7 saying
they are dead; 334 pairs
declare each other dead

Rishita Khanna
BENGALURU

At least 37 people have re-
portedly filed forms seek-
ing the deletion of their
own names from Karnata-
ka’s electoral rolls on the
ground that they were
“dead”. The name of the
person filing the objection
and the name to be deleted
were the same, even in-
cluding their initials, ac-
cording to an analysis by
The Hindu.

In another bizarre pat-
tern, 334 pairs of people
have declared each other
dead. One person filed
Form 7 seeking deletion of
another’s name, citing

Aanth _ac tha vancoan. tha

Most of the forms which ated
death as the reason were filed
before the SIR exercise began.

Byatarayanapura Assemb-
ly constituencies, with
forms filed between Sep-
tember 17 and 26.

‘Software glitch’
In Byatarayanapura, Sudha

K A8 arao liotad ac horh

His serial number was list-
ed as 416, but the draft
electoral roll for the polling
station concerned (Part
No. 268) had only 415
electors.

Meanwhile, the 334
pairs of electors who de-
clared each other dead
were spread across more
than 25 districts. Belagavi
accounted for the highest
number of such cases, at
160, followed by Kalabura-
gi with 80, data processed
by MAC Insights showed.
While the cases were
spread across multiple As-
sembly constituencies in
these districts, all 28 such
cases in Mysuru district
were concentrated in the

MNMhavmundachuamed Accamb

death as the reason; the
person declared dead then
filed a similar form, declar-
ing the first person dead as
well,

In all cases, both people
in each pair were listed at
the same polling station,
according to an analysis of
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) data processed by
Mandate Analytics and
Consulting (MAC Insights).

Most of the forms in
which people sought dele-
tion of their own names,
citing death as the reason,
were filed before the spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls began
across Karnataka on june
30. However, at least three
such forms were filed even
after the draft electoral
rolls  were published,
meaning these names were
also part of the draft rolls.

The Hindu checked
these three cases with
booth-level officers (BLOs)
and assistant electoral re-
gistration officers (AEROs).
The cases were reported in
the Magadi, Sandur, and
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K.N., 25, was listed as both
the person filing Form-7
and the person whose
name was sought to be de-
leted, with “dead” cited as
the reason. However, the
BLO told The Hindu that
the form sought the dele-
tion of an elector named
Srikanth and had been
filed by his wife, Sudha.
But Srikanth’s name on the
electoral rolls was listed as
Sudha K.N.,, a discrepancy
the BLO could not explain.
The BLO said she was un-
aware whether this was a
software glitch during the
enumeration phase or
whether the discrepancy
existed in earlier electoral
rolls.

In Sandur, Hanuman-
tha, 30, filed a Form 7 seek-
ing deletion of his own
name, again citing death as
the reason. Senior poll offi-
cials attributed the entry to
a software glitch, while the
BLO said she was unaware
that a Form 7 had been
filed.

In Magadi, Manish Gow-
da R. had filed the form.

Chamundeshwari Assemb-
ly constituency. All were
filed after the SIR was offi-
cially announced on May
14,

Highest in June

June saw the highest num-
ber of such cases, at 333.
The electoral rolls were
frozen on June 16, while
the SIR exercise began
across Karnataka on June
30. Most of these forms
were filed before the SIR
began in the State.

The Hindu also cross-
checked the Form-7 entries
against Form-10s — which
are the daily consolidation
reports of Form 7s — to ver-
ify the details,

For instance, on May 17,
in Raybag in Belagavi dis-
trict, an elector named
Gangubayi Vaddar sought
the deletion of Rukmini
Vaddar’s name, declaring
her dead. On the same day,
Rukmini Vaddar filed a
form declaring Gangubayi
Vaddar dead.

(With inputs from Pon
Vasanth B.A., Chennai)
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37 Voters File Form 7 Saying They Are Dead;
334 Pairs Declare Each Other Dead

9 Form 7 anomalies
Bid 7
Hiced | 37 AR = WG DI “Ha” TATHI 3UAT ATH ge & BIH 7 WR; 334 SIST A TH-ga Y ga uifva fowar -
fae=it aiifee # 100+ AAGT Tad &7 & ASDD &l |

Karnataka findings Officials’ answer | Delhi audit (Okhla)
CER & CEES
( 37 | 334 \ » Blamed a software » 100+ voters wrongly
glitch marked ASDD
Filed Form 7 on | | Pairs “dead” I da 1133@' 100+ Teld
self each other _ _
SERN SIS > BLOs unaware forms > Public hearing (Jan
)\ / were filed Sunwai) by MKSS, NFIW

160 || 333 ||| BLosmwm A

» Data analysed by MAC

Belagavi cases June cases . "
BT e, s
SORT 99y 3Hferd
_ N J L ) ) L ) | )
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Form 7 misuse & wrong deletions — in depth (1/2)
WiH 7 oA — fIwR & (1/2)

° Key terms | RTeqIaeil ] ] e Safe uardsmlaw O a ECl response | ECI GH 7=

> Notice & hearing » Cap on Form 7s per
REY ection/ before deletion (Rule 18— person

;f)nr::lm77 deIJetion 21) m

| ST gTaT » Special camps every
Form 10 REN7ENIER) > False declaration: Sec weekend (Delhi)

whi 10 Sl 31, RP Act 1950 fa=iv fRfaR

ASDD Absent, Shifted, URT 31 » Door-to-door re-
ASDD bead, Duplicate » Appeal to DEO/CEO verification

AT o under Sec 24 TR -TR HTU
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Form 7 misuse & wrong deletions — in depth (2/2)
WiH 7 oA — fIwR ¥ (2/2)

ﬂ How a deletion should work | -ITH §eTH &1 Ufehar &

0-0-0-0

Form 7 filed Notlce to voter BLO field ERO deC|des
wid 7 check ERO fAulg
BLO Sl
With reason Right to reply Physical Appeal possible
HRU Ilgd IR B HYBR verification
N2

\ J \_

Class24

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» A voter can check her
name on the Voters’
Service Portal / Voter
Helpline App

geUaTg BU

» Voter helpline number:

1950
1950

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Form 7 misuse & wrong deletions — Map & Diagram
Wid 7 gUANT — AT 9 3RE

Read the visual

EECIREE

Key dates (2026) > BelagaV| 160,
Kalaburagi 80 pairs

334 pairs who “declared each other dead”
(by district, Karnataka)

Belagavi 160 14 May
® SIR officially announced
o = » All 28 Mysuru cases

Kalaburagi + Peak month - 333 such Form 7s

In one seat
16 Jun
® Electoral rolls frozen ﬁw
o 20 » June peak — 333
SIR begins in Karnataka
cases

® 17-26 Sep
“Self-dead” forms in Byatarayanapura 53 I

» Most filed before SIR
began (30 Jun)

| SIRIA TG )
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ARTICLE 4 + GEOGRAPHY — CYCLONES | el - ashdrd

Cyclone to cross A.P. coast (1976 archive)

dehdid

Cyclonic storm likely to
cross A.P. coast to-day

Madras, October 18: After four days of incessant
rain, the weather in Madras and its suburbs
improved to-day, as the cyclonic storm in the
Bay which was earlier expected to hit the City
changed its course and moved further
northwards. It is likely to cross the South
Andhra Coast near Masulipatnam to-morrow
afternoon.

The North East monsoon which set in over
Tamil Nadu on October 15 has in the past four
days accounted for 344 mm of rainfall (14
inches) at Nungambakkam and 312 mm (13
inches) at Meenambakkam — about 75 per cent
above normal rain at this period of the year. In
fact, for the whole of October last year, the City
had recorded only 365 mm at Nungambakkam
and 422 mm at Meenambakkam.

The storm lay centred at 3:30 p.m. to-day at
about 150 kms south south-east of
Masulipatnam. It is likely to move in a northerly
direction and cross the south Andhra coast near
Masulipatnam by to-morrow afternoon,
according to a special bulletin to-night.

Widespread rain with scattered heavy to very
heavy falls is likely in south coastal Andhra
Pradesh during the next 36 hours. Scattered
heavy rain is also likely in north coastal Andhra.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 19, 1926

Oninm smokine ninder

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Cyclonic Storm Likely to Cross
A.P. Coast To-day (19 Oct 1976) opift%a%ago

g fig af? Eésoatfueﬁ) A P WIS! BT ThaTd HETT I FedT S B 3R ST - ASAUSTH & U
378 € UR H34

50

NE monsoon rain Why it matters today
G The 1976 report | ko€ B SR AT & 3{Tol BT HE A

» Storm expected to hit f 1 | » Oct-Dec = peak cyclone
Madras changed course 15 Oct || 344mm season in the Bay

mﬂw NE monsoon Nun(garr;lbakl;a Slagdv- ﬁﬂﬁ?

setin m (14 days

» To cross south Andhra ST aui ’ » AP—QOdisha—TN coasts
coast near Masulipatnam k )\ / most vulnerable

G.HHHE ( \ ( A oa ﬂ

| ~7/5% [|365Mmm .

» Heavy rain warned for » Forecasting now far
next 36 hours Aboveér\ormal Whole OC%%fWS better — IMD satellites

YR aui IMD
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Cyclone to cross A.P. coast (1976 archive) — in depth (1/2)
gepdld — fawR | (1/2)

g%c_ili?trig%s%%r acyclone Bay vs Arabian Sea | ¥ %zllgrne management
» Sea surface > 26.5 °C Bay of Bengal |Arabian Sea » IMD — RSMC New
26.5 °C | 3fft® aﬂ t Delhi names N. Indian
> Coriolis force — forms (~?1:S RN rigivr\llgr’ ] Ocean cyclones
5° away from equator St PH R TG e ATHPIUT
Pifvanfery aa Warmer, less 0o > NDMA & NDRF for
_ . saline top T
> Low vertical wind U] response
shear, moist air Flat coast = gieeper coast R by, MRS
P Y g U=Yo[ kSl &ddi de » Cyclone shelters,
early warning (Odisha
model)
Jifs=m disa
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Cyclone to cross A.P. coast (1976 archive) — in depth (2/2)
gehdld — fawR | (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Cyclones spin
anticlockwise in the
Northern Hemisphere

Warm sea Low pressure Eye forms Landfall
T qg fora g JrETAd  dC | THIA qraTad
» The 1977 Andhra
Evaporation Spinning winds Mature storm Weakens on land NT :
A Sl T g e il cyclone (Diviseema) killed

~10,000 people
1977

\ J \_ J
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ARTICLE 4 » GEOGRAPHY — CYCLONES | Yild - Tshdrd

Cyclone to cross A.P. coast (1976 archive) — Map & Diagram
gehald — AT T 3RA

19 Oct 1976 (from The Hindu archives): cyclone turns north to Andhra coast
A T 4 Read the visual

EECIREE

» Storm turned north,
sparing Madras

3 HsI

» Landfall near
Bay of Bengal Masulipatnam
(Machilipatnam)

Masulipatnam (Machilipatnam)
- expected landfall

\ » Centre ~150 km SSE

e e isindnoith (&) of the town
150 fpdt

» Andhra coast — very
cyclone prone

Storm centre ~150 km
SSE of Masulipatnam

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Separation of powers & CJlI’s refusal
RIfRIdl T GUFHIOT

Separation of powers and CJI’s refusal

Why did the Opposition seek a meeting with the CJI? What allegations did it raise against the CEC? Why did the CJ1 refuse the request? What remedies did Rahul

Gandhi seek from the Supreme Court? How does separation of powers appiy to the case? What does judibial pn;])ﬁct_\' require of j(ldgcs?

EXPLAINER THE GIST
Krishnadas Rajagopal v
The CJ refused to meet
The story so far: ) Opposition leaders Rahul
hief Justice of India Surya Kant Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge
declined a request made b_V over allegations against the
Opposition leaders for an CEC during the SIR, citing
audience to discuss allegations separation of powers and
against Chief Election Commissioner judicial propriety
{CEC) Gyanesh Kumar’s conduct during
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) *
process, alongside detentions of peaceful He advised them to seek

protestors and the lockdown of arterial judicial remedies, noting that

Dethi. the iSsues were already before
The refusal was anchored in the ethos the court and that the

of maintaining a neutral distance from the Supreme Court could hear

political thicket, The CJI's letter petitions to enforce citizens'

emphasised that the judiciary cannot blur
constitutional lines,

fundamental rights

w

“A short while ago, the .
One Nation-One-Election Joint Past controversies involving
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) had judges and political leaders
proposed to meet the judges of the Shi clgncevm averjdicsl
Supreme Court. The leaders of the Bar :':“'uﬁghi'}du;: "“&:
had questioned how parliamentarians ehiauthie mﬂum:’
could meet judges when the Bill on
simultaneous elections was itself under
consideration. The law, which may
emanate from the Bill, could one day,

down the line, come up before the court
in challenge. So, in principle, 1 don't see
how the Chief Justice was wrong in
applying the same standard about

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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SPPIVITE UNE ST ST anour
meeting Mr. Ralwl Ganclhi as was applied
in the instance of the JPC. 1t is a matter of
propeksy,” senior advocate CLL Singh
sald.

Why did the Opposition approach the
o

Om October 10, the Leaders of the

ition in the Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabba, Mallikarjun Kharge and Rabul
Gandhi, respectively, wrote to I Kant. It
marked a rare and histoek: Instanoe of the
Opposition directly engaging the highest
judicial otfice of the country to complain
against her constitutional authority,
the CEC,

The bede! request, submitted on a joint
letrerhead, stated] that the two deaders
wished to submit a memorandum to the
Chief Justice concerning the CEC and the
Election Commission of India. Senit bours
after the brutal police crackdown on

He urged the T to direct u complete
dischosure of SIR records with the
Election Commission and the setting of an
Independent committee headed by a
retired Supreme Court Judgs: to review
decisians and audit votes deletions made
during SIR to safespuard ree and fait
elections. He sought un interim
suspersion of the SIR process itsel,

How did the CJI respond?
On October 12, tho Chief Justice
responded to the October 10 reguest for a
meeting, while ceitting any direct
reference o Mr. Gandhi®s subséguent
October 1t represensation

Addressing both My, Klunge and Me.
Ganxthi and dedlining their request for an
appointmernt on October [2 between 4
pm and 5 pm to submit 2 memorandum,
the ClI noted that the tssues regarding the
CEC, the arbitrary arvests, Metro closure

ARTICLE 5 * POLITY — JUDICIARY | RTSToIq®IT - ATAUTIeIehpT

Separation of powers & CJlI’s refusal
RIfRIdl T GUFHIOT

memarandum ca the administrative
sicke"

The CJi sakl that petitions raising
paralled issues wore listed for bearing on
Ocrober 13, He sald the leader, acting on
legal advioe, could file their petition on
October 12, The CIF observed that the
leaders could fide their petition on
October 12 based on legal advice, assuring
that “any sixch petition shall be heard at
the earliest possible opportunisy, in
nocordance with L™, A writ petition was
subsequently filed by Mr. Gandhl
nlongside 12 other Oppesition Ieadmt
which was successd|

avoid any act of impropriety which would
compromaise the public's perception of
Judicial newtrality.

When has judiclal propriety comse
under

Pritme Mingster Naretdra Modi's 2024 visit
to the residence of then Chief Justice of
India, Justice Dhananfty Chandrachud, to
g pocga during Ganesh Chaturthi
drew public crigicism aver perceptions of
the executive and judiclary cosying up.
Historlcal precedents of serving judges
expressing admiration for political fgures

ully
mumbered, and is mmed for a judicial
Irearing.

What does the law say?

At the heart of the (JI's response lie three
factors - the doctrine of separation of
powers, suby Judice rules and Judiceal

chtizens dennndiu: 1he resignation ol and raln cancellations, etc., were alrexdy | propriety, and the Bangalore Principles.
CEC Gyanesh Kumsar, the rep suld judioe before the court, As Clief Justice Kant's response said,
said l.he arbitrary arrest of uudems The (:ﬂ said that, “therefore, ¢ i the separation of powess, which divides
of Metro stati of a e to discuss pending cases would governance amang the three distince
trains, and barricading of arterial roads whally comtravene the principle of oegans of the legislature, the executive,

crested an “atmosphere of sicge in the
city of Delhd™.

Mr. Gandhi followed up with a secand,
detailed representation o CJ1 Kant on
October 1L He underscored the Supeeme
Court's role as the guardian of the
Corstitution and the fundamental right of
every citizen to voee. Writing in his
capacity as the Leader of the Opposition
In the Lok Sabha on behalf of croves of
voters anxioas sbout the integrity of the
electoral rolls, My, Gandhi pointed out
thist e wass also a mentber of the
Selection Committee corstituted under
Section 7 of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions af Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023, He umderscored that he had
recorded a formal note of dessent oo the
procedure followed for selecting CEC
Kumar during a conmirtee meeting on
Febeuary 17, 2005,

The representation accused the CEC of
an arbatrary and unilateral exercise of
power during the SIR. He asked the CJi o
treat the representition as & ketter
petition in the public nterest

- ™

Separatian of Powers, an ineninsic facet of
the basic structure doctrioe of the
Constirution of Indla, and would be
Incompatibie with the established ethics
and judicial propriery”.

The two-page response also reminded
the leaders that the constitugional
framewark did not vest the Supreme
Court with administrasive powers to “deal
wirh the tssues hightighted in your leteer™,
Bur the €1 5ald the Supreme Court was
duty-bound on the judicial side to
consider the gravamen of issues affecting
the citizens of [ndia.

The top judge resterated in his reply to
the Oppesition leaders the court’s
comumment o preserve and protect the
fundamental fights of every citinen of
India.

Chibef Justice Kant sald cittzens were
“entitled to seek enforoement of such
rights at all bours through the procedure
knvown in law”,

Chief Justice Kant advised the two
leaders i his response that it would be
“mare appropeate on your part 1o voke
the judicial powers of the Supreme Court
of Indla, Instead of submitting o

and the judiclary, was an unalterable part
of the hasic structure of the Constitution.
The court functions &s an impartial
urbiter with & clear mandace w adjodicate
disputes impartially, apply kiws, and
review executive or legislative actions
paly through established judicial
proceedings. The udiciary did not hold
executive or admintstrative oversight
unilaterally Intervene in govermment
policy or governance demnds.

A paralied out-of-court meeting
Detween the Chief Justioe, who also
happens to Jead the Sench hearing the
CEC-related cases and Oppasition keaders,
bedies Gair play and bypasses procedural
fairness. Entertaining poltical factions oa
A oneto-one basis cutsde the coartrooen
compromases judicil ampartialicy and
creates an impression of blas. Disputes
must be sertled in the open courr,
transp Iy, in proceedings in which
oppasiteg parties get an equal say in
nocordance with the principles of natural

Justice,

The Bamgalore Principles of judicial
Conduct purs m place ethical benchmarks
for Judges, which inchude that they must

=
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inciude hustioe PN Blagwati sending
cotgratuiatary lerer to Indira Gandhi
upon ber retum 1o power, and Justios
M.R. Shah reportedly describing Prime
Minister Modi as a “model and a hero”.
Similarly, former Supreme Court judge
Arun Mishra had sparked controversy by
publicly describéng Prime Minister Modi
as a “versatile gealus™ and an
“intenstionally acclained visionary who
can think global and act locally”.

On o separate occasion, Prime Minister
Modi visted the Supreme Court premises
at the imvatation of then- (31 Ranjan Gogol
on the sidelines of 3 BIMSTEC conference.
Justice Gogol was nominased to the Rajya
Sabdia following s recirement.
Incidentally, Justice Gogod was one of the
four senioe Supreme Court judges who
held the unprecedented Jamuary 2048
press conference, spotlighting concerns
over executive influence n case
allocanons under then Chikef Justice Dipak
Misru.

History shaws that palitical friction
with the Julknrv mmu ‘unseqtling'

uences. Following the Lndmark

X d wmmu “, which
mahhﬂn-d the bmc mumm.- doctrine
18 powers,

indira (.am!hl 5 m\mmm wqmded
Justices 1M, Shefat, K.5, Hegde and AN
Grover to appolnt Justice AN, Ray as
Chief Justice of ndia. The mose triggered
the immediate resignation of the three
superseded judges,

Decades Liter, the imperative to
insulate jdscial i fram
executive overresch had cuminated in
the Collegium system ard the adoption of
the Bangalore Principhes.
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Separation of Powers

and CJI’s Refusal

Class24

Judicial propriety
=TT ST
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What happened | T ™
il —

» 10 Oct: Kharge & Rahul
Gandhi sought meeting

10 3[R

» Complaint against CEC
Gyanesh Kumar over SIR

CEC

» 12 Oct: CJI Surya Kant
declined

LIAPIR

\_

J

HT gdIdl;

e CJI’'s reasons | CJIH dh ,5

.

Sy

» |ssues already sub
judice
IEEIKCIE]

» Meeting would breach
separation of powers

JYqhrul
» No administrative
power over these issues

U 2fad gt

What CJI advised |
Hdle

» File a petition on the
judicial side
qTfadT

» Writ by Rahul + 12
Opposition leaders filed

¥ gt

» Rights enforceable “at all
hours”

oY dHY

.

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

33



Class24

Separation of powers & CJI’s refusal — in depth (1/2)
IRl T JYFH — faaR & (1/2)

Opposition’s demands Three legal pillars o Past controversies
° |1 G i YR dul G 7d faarg A
» Full disclosure of SIR » PM'’s visit to CJI
records Nisid _ - Chandrachud’s home
SIR RPp1s sg\?vir;“on of Basic structure (2024)
HEl
» Committee led by TR B 2024
retired SC judge to audit Sub judice Né’ntj‘i'r‘]( O e » Ex-CJI Gogoi
deletions faamrda S e nominated to Rajya
Qllillél Bangalore Judicial conduct Sabha
» Interim suspension of g-”ﬂgnc?'p'es gn%%%% INIE
SIR » 1973 supersession of
3aRH A® judges after Kesavananda
1973

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 34



POLITY — JUDICIARY | ITSToIa®T — <ATAUTIIahT

ARTICLE S -

Separation of powers & CJl’s refusal — in depth (2/2)

Il T gYFHI0T — AR ¥ (2/2)

G How a citizen reaches the SC | ﬁbﬂﬂﬂﬁéﬁﬁ

0-0-0-

Rights Writ under Art  Registered &
violated 32 listed
I E L 3. 32 SIS
Fundamental Or letter PIL Bench assigned
rights PERIIEET Uik
Hifc SIRPR

.

0

Hearing &
order

Five writs

i Re
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Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Montesquieu gave the
theory of separation of
powers (1748)

» Dr. Ambedkar called Art

32 the “heart and soul” of
the Constitution

3. 32
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Separation of powers & CJI’s refusal — Map & Diagram
RIfRTAT BT JUFHRUT — AT 9 RE

Read the visual
Separation of powers in India: three organs, checks & balances ICEK: A w

» Legislature,
No-confidence, questions, budget Execu“ve’ ‘] u d I Clary -

LEGISLATURE > EXECUTIVE three organs
Parliament - makes laws PM & Council of Ministers ?‘ﬁ:ll &m

finances (Art 1 3), suMMoOons sessjions S S—

» Checks: judicial

Art 50: separate

judiciary from executive I I -
Judicial review Ast 1-21 & 2!1: i ki Writs against revi -eW, erts’ no
can’t discuss judges’ conduct govt (Art 32, 226) Confldence

of laws (Art 13)

» Art 50 — separate

K da Bh i (1973): H 2 P8 =
SSao,ation oF powwars = Basic Ehictirs Supre{:"g'gﬁft"& e Jud|C|ar35/ ;rom executive

» Kesavananda (1973) —
_ basic structure
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ARTICLE 6 ¢ POLITY — ELECTORAL REFORMS | XTSTHUIRIT - ATd YR

Why a machine-readable voter list?
T=N-Ua-a gderar it
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Why Congress is again hlghhghtlng ‘machine-readable voter list’

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, October 18

THE ELECTION Commission of India (ECI)
issued a directive last week for anotherrevi-
sion of electoral rolls under a Special Sum-
mary Revision. The process involves adding
newly eligible electors and deleting those
who have died or shifted. It differs from the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process in
that the names of existing electors automati-
cally enter the new rolls.

The Congress party highlighted a por-
tion of the directive on supplying political
parties with copies of draft and final rolls in
areadable PDF format. “Rahul Gandhiji had
been consistently demanding a Machine
readable digital voter list, so that the tam-
pering happening in the voter list could be
caught,” it said, adding that the ECl hasnow
had to “concede defeat”.

What does machine-readable mean?
Converting written text into a digital
format would earlier involve manual data
entry, This painstaking process was sup-
planted by atechnology called Optical Char-

acter Recognition (OCR). Itallows machines
to detect letters by training them on vast
amounts of data.

Here, making voter lists machine-read-
able makes it easier to search for voters’
names and details. Currently, the rolls are
available as “image PDFs", where photos of
the rolls are scanned and uploaded. It is
unclear whether the new ECI directive
marksachange.
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Lok Sabha LoP
Rahul Gandhi
addresses a press
conference in New
Delhi. an

The ECI directive said that the “ERO
(Electoral Registration Officer), immedi-
ately afterdraft and final publication...shall
supply free of cost two copies (one hard copy
& one soft copy in readable PDF format) of
each separate polling station of the roll to
every recognised political party.”

This, it added, was under the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules, 1960. They mandate
that the ERO shall supply copies of each part
oftherollto “every political party {forwhich
a symbol has been exclusively reserved in
the State| by the Election Commission.”

What has Congress argued?

The party has repeatedly demanded
making lists machine-readable of late.

In 2025, Rahul Gandhialleged fake voter
names were added to the voter list in a seg-
ment of Bangalore Central Lok Sabha con-
stituency. Congress spokesperson Pawan
Khera wrote in The Indian Express, “The
only way to audit the electoral rolls of the
entire country isto automate the process...
We would need digital/machine-readable
electoral rolls of all the constituencies,”

In 2018, Congress leaders Kamal Nath

and Sachin Pilot took these and other proce-
duralissues concerning electionstothe Su-
preme Court. The bench rejected the peti-
tions, saying it was the format in which the
draft electoral roll is supplied fulfils the
requirement in the Election Manual, 2016.

The manual says the draft roll shall be
put on the Chief Electoral Officer’s website
“in atext mode and no photographs would
appear against the elector’s details.” The
ECI said it consciously did not provide
copiesof voterlistsin scannable text mode,
“keeping in view the issue of privacy of
voters”, The court concluded, “The clause
nowhere saysthat the draftelectoral roll has
tobe put up on the Chief Electoral Officer’s
website in a ‘searchable PDE."

In 2025, the SC again considered the
issue when petitioners challenged the valid-
ity of the SIR process. The petitioners said
that the EC wasrefusingto provide the 2003
voters’ list in machine-readable form (the
last SIR exercise was held from 2002 to
2004). Again, the court raised concerns
about citizens’ privacy and data mining. In
its May 2026 verdict, the court upheld the
SIR exercise.
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Why Congress Is Again Highlighting
‘Machine-readable Voter List’

@ Readable PDF
PDF
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» ECI’'s Special Summary » Long demanded » |s “readable PDF” =
Revision directive machine-readable rolls searchable?
SSR fAd=T L1 ST
» ERO to give parties hard » To catch tampering & > Rolls now uploaded as
+ soft copy fake voters image PDFs
&l ufaar Wl Adqrdl =FY PDF
» Soft copy in “readable » Says ECI had to :
PDF” format “‘concede defeat” - e Cla%from ECl yet
US4 PDF ECI IPT Hagd]
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Why a machine-readable voter list? — in depth (1/2)
ARIH-Ua-1g Aderal @ — AR | (172)

Court history Legal basis | ST a
AT AR )‘ IATUR (] ] The debate | ¥89 &

Year > Registration of » For: transparency,
S”';”"'_' y Electors Rules, 1960 public audit
rejecte ﬁ'ﬂ'l:[ tﬂTZ{foaT
2018 Kamal Nath 1960
plea - » Copies to parties with > A_g_ainst: voter privacy,
SR Gl e reserved symbols profiling
2025 privacy al EI&H f%IE'
Cﬁoncems » Election Manual 2016: > Middle path: search tool
sc text mode, no photos without bulk download
upheld SIR .
May 2026 R 31 online aed {4l
A3 2016
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Why a machine-readable voter list? — in depth (2/2)
ARIH-Ua-1g Aderal @ — fAWR | (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

G How ECI uses technology | ECI 3R dPP Pr 7Y
» OCR = Optical
Character Recognition —

turns Images Iinto text

Voter Helpline e -EPIC cVIGIL ERONET OCR
App -EPIC Or-fafere ERONET
> India has ~99 crore
Search name Digital voter 1D Report violations  Roll management reqgistered voters
E e e R kR 99 TS
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Why a machine-readable voter list? — Map & Diagram
TRA-vsa Hagrar gE — AFRE 9 39

Read the visual

ICEEIKEE]
» Now: image PDF —

Image PDF vs machine-readable voter list

IMAGE PDF (now) MACHINE-READABLE (demanded) Can’t be Searched
OCR Name | Age | House no. | EPIC gﬁ- PDF
—p| RSB RO > Demand: text format
Ram K | 42 | 12/A | XYZ987.. « duplicate? V|a OCR
el el enbocssid s i o CEER

copy or sort by computer

» For: easy audit, spot
fake entries

3ifse
» Against: privacy, data
mining

IEEGI

For: transparency, easy audit of Against (ECI, SC 2018/2026):
rolls by parties & citizens voter privacy, data mining, profiling
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ARTICLE 7 « ECONOMY — ENERGY & EXTERNAL SECTOR | ST - St

Extra $29 bn for the same crude

& dd T gl fad

India pays additional $29 bnin H1
for almost same crude volumes

SAURAV ANAND
New Dethi, October 18

INDIAPAID NEARLY S29 biilion
more forcrude oilimportsin the
first hall of FY27 despite
importing almost the same
quantity as a year ago, under-
scoring how the sharp rise in
global oil prices — rather than
highervolumes — drove up the
country’s energy bill,

The crude import bill rose to
$90,6 billion during April-Sep-
tember from $61.9 billionayear
earlier, while import volumes
increased by less than 1% to
122.7 million tonne, according
to data from the Petroleum
Panning and Analysis Cell,

In effect, India imported
almost the same amount of
crude but paid substantially
more for every barrel. In rupee
terms, the country spent ¥8.53
fakh crore on crude imports in
just six months. The first-half
bill is already about 729 of the
$125.8-billion crude import bill
fortheentire FY 26,highlighting
the scale of the price shock.

The higher import bill came
despite softer domestic fuel
demand. Consumption of petro-
leum products during April-Sep-

GROWING OIL BURDEN

e 3§ million (LHS)
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I 90,562

2024-25 2025-2

tember fell 3.3%year-on-yearto
114.8 million tonne, indicating
that prices, rather than a sharp
increase inunderlying demand,
were the primary driver of the
surge in import costs, The six-
month numbers also capture
two sharply different quarters.
The biggest blow came in
April-June, when the West Asia
conflict pushed international
crude prices sharply higher.
India’s Q1 crude import bill
jumped 61% year-on-year to
$49 8billionevenasimportvol-
umes declined to 59.8 million
tonnes,according to PPAC data.
The pressure eased during

July-September. Based on the
first-half and Q1 numbers, India
spent about $40.8 billion on
crude in Q2, around $9 billion
lessthanin the previous quarter,
even as imports increased to
roughly 6.2.9 miliion tonne,
This meant India imported
more crude in Q2 than in Q1
but paid less for it as the
extreme price shock seen ear-
lierin the fiscal moderated. The
relief, however, began to
reverse again in September.
India imported 21.7 million
tonne of crude during the
maonth, up 6.6% year-on-year,
but the import bill surged to

Daily Current Affairs « 19 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

$15.4billion from $10.5 billion
ayearearlier.

The rise was driven by a
renewed jump in global oil
prices. The Indian crude bas-
ket averaged $116.09 a barrel
In September, against $69.61
a barrel a year earlier. Brent
averaged $116.77 a barrel,
compared with $68.02 in Sep-
tember 2025,

India remains particularly
exposed to such price swings as
it imports dose to nine out of
every 10 barrels of crude it con-
sumes. Crude import depen-
dence stood at 88.1% during
April-September. At the same

time,domesticcrude production
declined to 13.7 million tonne
from 14.2 million tonne in the
corresponding period last year.

The higher crude cost is also
spilling over into the broader
external account. India’s net oil
and gas importbillroseto S81.1
billion during April-September
from $60.2 billionayear earlier.
Petroleum imports accounted
for 22,70 of the country’s mer-
chandise importsbyvalue,com-
pared with 19.5% in the year-
agoperiod,

India’s current account
deficit widened to §4.2 billlon,
or (.5% of GDP, in Q1 FY27
from $3.4 billion a year earlier,
as higher energy costs added to
the import burden.

“The key risk for India is
therefore straightforward: the
country does not need toimport
substantially more oil for its
crude bill to rise sharply, With
domestic production declining
and import dependence stuck
above 88%, prolonged high
international crude prices can
quickly translate into a larger
trade bill, pressure on the cur-
rent account and higher costs
across the economy,” said an
analyst tracking the sector.
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India Pays Additional $29 bn in H1

for Almost Same Crude Volumes
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¥8.53 lakh cr 72% Q2 22.7%
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Extra $29 bn for the same crude — in depth (1/2)
P dd &1 d¢ faa — fawarR 4 (172)
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» Strategic Petroleum
Reserves
SPR
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Extra $29 bn for the same crude — in depth (2/2)
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Extra $29 bn for the same crude — Map & Diagram
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Same oil, much bigger bill (+$29 bn) Brent crude, $ per barrel (monthly avg)

B Import bill ($ bn)
W \Volume (million tonnes)

$116.77

Import dependence
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India=—New Zealand FTA comes into force

HRd-y

S FTA

UNDER THE PACT, NEW ZEALAND HAS COMMITTED TO INVEST $20 BILLION IN INDIA OVER THE NEXT 15 YEARS |

India-New Zealand FTA Kicks in,
gives exports zero-duty access

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, October 19

INDIA-NEW Zealand trade
deal, which hassecured full tar-
iffelimination forall Indian ex-
ports to New Zealand while re-
ducing tariffs on 95% of New
Zealand's imports into the
country, came into effect on
Tuesday. Under the pact, New
Zealand hasalso committed to
invest $20 billionin the country
over the next 15 years,

Ahost of Indian geods from
labour-intensive sectorssuch as
leather, footwear, apparel and
textiles will artract zero import
duty in New Zealand from Oc-
tober 20, when the India-New
Zealand FTA {free trade agree-
ment) comes into force, Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Pivush Goyal said on Monday.

He addex that sensitive sec-
tors such as dairy, onions,
chickpeas, peas, corn, almonds,
artificial honey, and sugar have
been kept out of the trade deal.
The commerce ministry has

also notified the procedure for
allecation of Tariff Rate Quotas
(TRQ) under the trade agree-
ment. Goods under TRQ in-
clude apples, kiwi fruit, albu-
min, and Manuka honey. Goyal
sald Centres ol Excellence would
be set up under the agricultural
partnership inareas like apples,
kiwifruit, and honey. He said
sensitive agricultural sectors, in-
cluding dairy, would remain
protected under the agreement.

Sensitive sectors, duty
Jreeaccess

He said the Commerce and
Industry departments would
work with stategovernmentsto
inform farmers, entrepreneurs
and businesses about opportun-
ities arising from the FTA. The
agreement was signed on April
27 and ratified on September 21,
Bilateral trade in goods and ser-
vices standsat $2.4 billion.

“Starting tomorrow, 100%
of the goods from every sector
in India going to New Zealand
will go there with zero duty,” he

Daily Current Affairs < 20 October 2026 - Indian Express | Financial Express

Several products from New Zealand will see lower tariffs, pxpress mioo

said. The duty-free accessisex-
pected o improve the competi-
tiveness of Indian exports, par-
ticularly in labour-intensive
sectorssuch astextiles, apparel,
leather and footwear, while cre-
ating opportunities for engin-
eering goods, pharmaceuticals,
and agricultural products.
India and New Zealand
have little bilateral trade, at just
$1.3 billion in 2024-25. New
Delhi's goods exports during
the last financial year stood at

$711.1 million, and impors
were at $587.13 million.

Even as New Zealand is one
of the largest producers of dairy
products, India has maintained
its red lines on the product cat-
egory. Commerce Ministry said
the products kept in exclusion
are mainly dairy, including
milk, cream, whey, voghurt,
cheese, and animal products,
other than sheep meat, veg-
etable products, including
onions, chana, peas, corn and

almonds, among others,
However, anumberof prod-
ucts from New Zealand will see
lower tariffs. These productsin-
clude wine, pharmaceutical
drugs, polymers, aluminium,
lronand steel articles, etc. India
has also allowed honey, apples,
kiwi fruit, and albumins, includ-
ingmilk albumin, underaTRQ,

Student mobility,
work visas

Under the trade pact, New
Zealand has created adedicated
pathway for student mobility
and post-study work visas with
India. The agreement removes
numerical caps on Indian stu-
dents, guarantees a minimum
of 20 hours per week of work
during study, and provides ex-
tended post-study work oppor-
tunities-up to three years for
STEM Bachelor’s and Master’s
graduates, and up to four years
for Doctorate holders-creating
clear pathways for skills devel-
opment and global careers, the
ministry said.
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India—New Zealand FTA comes into force — in depth (1/2)

HRd-y

° Timeline | HHY-¥@T o8

Date Step
faf TROT

Signed
27 Apr 2026 TEIER

Ratified
21 Sep 2026 Wzﬁ

In force
20 Oct 2026

o]

. J

S FTA — fawarR A (1/72)

e Tariff Rate Quota | TRQ &

.

> Low duty only up to a
fixed quantity
IRIEGEIE]

» Covers apples, kiwi
fruit, Manuka honey,
albumin

qd, HIdt

» Centres of Excellence
for apple, kiwi, honey
IPYAl Hg

Class24

Mobility gains | \ &
[ ¥

STAdITHA

» Post-study work: 3 yrs
(STEM UG/PG)

3 99

» 4 yrs for doctorate
holders

4 94

» Dedicated student
pathway

S 4R
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ARTICLE 1 « ECONOMY - TRADE | e - AR

Class24

India—New Zealand FTA comes into force — in depth (2/2)
YRA-Gollds FTA — faaR & (2/2)

G How a Tariff Rate Quota works | TRQ &9

NZ apples Within quota ond quota Indlan farmers
dieT & WiaR
Enter India Low duty Normal high duty Protected
3T & Yeb I Yo TRI&

\ J

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» India walked out of
RCEP (2019) over dairy &
China concerns

RCEP

» New Zealand is a top
dairy exporter (Fonterra)

Uit fFatae
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India—New Zealand FTA comes into force — Map & Diagram
YRA-Gulas FTA — AERA T 3R

( )
Read the visual
India’s growing web of trade agreements RIF BI m
[0k cera -
G \'i { » New Zealand — newest

|Japan CEPA (2011)| FTA (20 OCt 2026)

EFTA TEPA
(in force 2025)

’F

» UAE, Australia
CEPA/ECTA — 2022

|UAE CEPA (2022)|

2022
» EFTA TEPA
(Switzerland, Norway...) —
2025
BN Newest: New Zealand LMauritius . (2021)] force 20 Oct 2026 EFTA
- cane T (st ecra (0721 3 » UK CETA; Mauritius
B Older CEPAS !
CECPA (2021)
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e Whatisthetotal
capacity of India’s
strategic oil

reserves?

INDIA'S STRATEGIC PETROLEUM
Remerves (SPRs) are underground rock
caverns managed by Indian Strategic
Petroleum Reserves Lid {(ISPRLYL Phase |
comprises Visakhapatnam with 1.33
millica tanne (MMT), Mangahunswith
1.5 MMTand Padurwith 2.5 MMT — 3
combened capacity of 5,33 MMT. These
were commissioned between 2015
and 2018

In a replyto Rajya Sabla oo March
23,2026, the gowernment gave the
then official stock position: ISPRL
held 3.372 MMYT of crude, around
64 of total capacity. The amount
available at any potnt can vary as crude
Is sol), roplenished ar motained for
strategic purposes,

Ihe often cited 9.5 - day cover
also nweds context, It is based on the
full 5.33-MMT capacityand the 2019-
20 constamption parterm The
Comptrolier and Auditor Genesal
{CAG), using March 2024 import levels,
caloulated that the full Mhase-1 capacity

ARTICLE 2 »+ ECONOMY — ENERGY SECURITY | 3Ifoqa<T - Sull gR&T

India’s strategic oil reserves
AR ad HSR

EXplalner

OIL-SECURITY
SYSTEM

India’s strategic oil reserves:
The urgent need to add capacity

India’s strategic petroleum reserve programme is under scrutiny
after the West Asia crisis exposed vulnerabilities with imports 5.33 mn tonne

represerted 7.88 duys ofimpoct meeting nearly 88% of its crude requirement. SauravAnand umcm:'v
cower,whilethe 291 MMT of exnlains ’ 15 @) ing storage v UNDER PHASE :
sm:r:"mmmdukmm'x“ L‘.xpl ains hm‘: lndg is e\papr#mg torage capacity through public BUTTTWAS ONLY 845
atthat time provided 4,56 days. funding, PSUs, private participation,and overseas arrangements FULL IN MARCH 2026
® Why does the government also talk about 74 days of cover? RUSIICIaE
THE 74 DAY FIGURE rofers to overall government has sald oil comparies have petroleum productsand strategic reserves m_hm‘y

national oil-stocage capacity, not 74 days
of government -owned crude stared in
strateghk cavemns, Tt combries dedicated
strategic petroleum reserveswith
commaorclal crode and petroleum - product
storage availablewith oil companies The

storige capacity equivalent toaround 64.5  provided aroond 60days of cover, it also
dayy of consumption, which, along with sand Indian oil comspanies had tied up ) )
the dedicatedd SPR capacity, takes 1l crudke suppiies for the followdng 60 days. mm
overall stocage capacity toabout 74 days. "The distinction is impartant. Strategic

During the 2026 West Astacrisis, the reservesare theemengency coreof a wider KARNATAKA
Centre sald actual stocks acrosscrude, Qil-security system,
e o opapcr,ﬂnancialoxptml‘ e 6
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@ Who owns the oil
in the caverns?

UNDERA 2007 agreement, the UAE™S
A Dhabi National Ol Company
{ADNOC) agreed to store 556 million
barrels of crude at Mangaluru at its own
<oex, Part of the crude can be usad com-
mercially, while a major portion is main-
talnad for strategic purposes. A March
2026 reply In Parflament said ADNOC s
permitted to use Cavern-Aat Manga
luru, which hasa nominal capacity of
750,000 toane. in 2021, India allowed
up to 30 of Phase | capacity to be
Jeasd or tented, while up to 2096.can be
usaed by 1SPRL for the saleand purchase
of crude, The remmalning 0% is to be
muintained as strategic capacity.
Emergency-access provisions allow the
Fovwernament to draw on crade in deased
capacity during a supply discuption. In
May 2026, 1SPRE and ADNOC agreed to
explane stocing up 1o 30 million batrels
af ADNOC crude in India, mduding at
Visakhapatnam and the proposed
(handikhol Excility. The two sides are
also exploring the possibility of stocing
strategic crade a1 Fualeah in the UAE.

@ Class24

e What are the new
facilities being built?
THE APPROVED PHASE Il progrannme
will add 6.5 MMTof storage — 4 MMT
at Chandikhol in Odisha and another
1.5 MMT at Pavdur in Karnataka — as
carmumercial -cum strategic facities
undet the public-private partnership
model. The cotcession agroement was
sgnid on October 1, 2025, August 2030
s the tanget comgpletion date for Padur
1At Chandikhol, around 400 2cres have
Leen acquined, while the request for

5 under review. Aveparate
1.75-MMT Mangaluru expansion isalso
progressing ONGC gave In-peindiple
approval to the project in July 202 6.anx,
on October 7, invited expressions of
Intetest focengineering and projact-
management consultancy. Whille S0%
of the proposed capacity will be reserved
forstrategic use, the balance is foe oom-
mercial operations. Sites at Bikaner in
Rajasthan and Biva in Madbya Pradesh
arealso being considersd The feasibity
study for Baner hasbeen completod,
while pre-feasibility wock for Dirsa has
been completed.

e How much money has been spent on this?

CONSTRUCTION OF PHASE | was
ariginally estimated tocost 2,396 83
crore, later revised to $4,098.3% core,
while the eventual construction cost wis
14,026 86 crore,as perthe CAG 2025
repart. Separately, the orginal estimate
for barying crude to [l the caverns was
8,870 oroee. The government appeoved
4,943 crove In 2015 and anothet
€3,184 aoeein 2020 foconuade
purchases. Construction of the three
Plaase-1 Eacilities took around nineto 12
years, against the six years envisaged.
Inddia did, hovever, ase the 2020 collapse

New Dehi Zr

m ol prices to strengthen its reserves |t
bought 16,71 million harnels of crade at
anaverage price of about $19a barred,
with the government estimating savings
of 5,069 crore, In 2021, India also
agreed to rekease 5 mallion barreds from
sts strategle reserwes n coondination with
other major oil-consumitg countries.

ForFY 17, € 200 crone has been
allocatad under the stratogic- ol reserve
head According toneports, 900 is
earmarked for fillng caverns and
operations and maintenance, while 10%
15 for construction of new Gverns.
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ARTICLE 2 »+ ECONOMY — ENERGY SECURITY | 3Ifoqa<T - Sull gR&T

India’s Strategic Oil Reserves:
The Urgent Need to Add Capacity

Ui TRAT doe A YRT & GRS USoad HeR @t SUWRT SWNR B - 5.33 MMT &HdT ad 64% HIT; TRUT

I/ 6.5 MMT SIS+ &1 TIST

\_

Visakhapatnam

;AP)

Mangaluru
(KA)
HIg®
Padur (KA)
qigy

Total

Pl

1.33 MMT

1.5 MMT

2.5 MMT

5.33 MMT

J

.

N

J

\. J

3.37 MMT 64%
Held, Mar 2026 Of capacity
YR & P
9.5 days || 74 days
Cover (full, Total national
2019-20 basis) storage
fe $d USRI

N

Class24

aeT Gear

» Imports meet ~88% of
crude needs

88% SITUTd

» West Asia crisis
exposed the gap
gfg TR dee

» Phase | built in 9-12 yrs
Vs 6 planned

o

Oil-security system

G Phase | caverns | TRUTI =) e How full? | fedaT =T @ °Why urgent | I oSl A
Site Capacity
d &HdT
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ARTICLE 2 + ECONOMY — ENERGY SECURITY | oawT - Sl JRai

India’s strategic oil reserves — in depth (1/2)

IHR® dd HeR — fadarR & (1/2)

» Chandikhol (Odisha) 4
MMT + Padur Il 2.5 MMT

6.5 MMT

» PPP model; Padur Il
target Aug 2030

PPP

» Mangaluru +1.75 MMT
with ONGC
ONGC

.

J

.

» ADNOC (UAE) stores
crude at Mangaluru
(2017)

ADNOC

> Rule (2021): 30%
leasable, 20% trading,
50% strategic

30-20-50

» Talks to store crude at
Fujairah, UAE

S

Class24

» Phase | build: 4,027 cr
(CAG 2025)

fAmior arTa

» 2020: bought crude at
~$19/bbl — saved 5,069
Ccr

dld

» FY27 allocation: 200
cr
JHldcH
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ARTICLE 2 « ECONOMY — ENERGY SECURITY | GTW—WTQT&" CIOSSZ4

India’s strategic oil reserves — in depth (2/2)
RS dd HeR — faar 9 (2/2)

ﬂ When the SPR is used | HSR &4 SUINT

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» The IEA asks members
to hold 90 days of net

Supply shock Govtdeudes Crudet Fuel k Imports
rudae to uel Keeps
dbc IWWoR Aol refineries flowing IEA 90 fe=
WIGRRL < > India’s SPRs are
War, blockade Release order From caverns Prices calmer nderaround rock
ke e TTal @ T R underground roc

caverns — safer & cheaper
than tanks

YT 1Y

\ J \_ J
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ARTICLE 2 « ECONOMY — ENERGY SECURITY | Srdcuawir - St JRefm

India’s strategic oil reserves — Map & Diagram
RS dd HSR — AHRE 9 39

India’s strategic petroleum reserves

Bikaner (proposed) 14 - Capacity vs crude in the caverns
@
: 12- 11.83
Bina (proposed)
: India imports ~88%
: of its crude
k=l
Chandikhol, Odisha =
4 MMT (Phase 1) §
w 8
8
1.33 MMT g
/4 S .
Padur 2.5 MMT J : S 6 5.33
(+2.5 MMT Phase II) =
| R, E .
lMangaluru 1.5 T 3.37 (64%)
(+1.75 MMT planned)
‘..
2 o
0 d
\ B Phase | - working (5.33 MMT) Phase | Actually After Phase |l
pam Phase Il - being built capacity held (Mar 2026) (planned)
BN Under study

Daily Current Affairs < 20 October 2026 - Indian Express | Financial Express

Class24

-

Read the visual

EECIREE

» Phase I: Vizag,
Mangaluru, Padur — 5.33
MMT

R |

» Phase Il: Chandikhol 4
+ Padur 2.5 MMT

0TI

> Only 64% full in March
2026

64% HI

» Under study: Bikaner,
Bina

P ESLEG] )
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ARTICLE 3 » INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY — CHINA | SaRRTSIa Srfcaa=

China’s economy grows 4.5%

Y DY 4.5% s

TECH EXPORTS BUOY GROWTH AS PROPERTYWOES DEEPEN

China's economy picks up
pace with solid 4.5% growth

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Hong Kong, October 19

CHINA SAID ON Monday its
economy grew 4.5% in the
July-September quarter froma
vear ago fueled by robust
exports, moving closer to
meeting its official annual
growth target for the year as
trading partners seek to bal-
ance their trade deficits with
the country.

Economic growth acceler
ated from the 4.3% year-on-
year rate recorded in the April-
June quarter, the slowest
expansion in more than three
years,

Its economy expanded
4.6% in the first three quar-
ters For the whole year, Chi
nese leaders have set a growth
target of +.5% to 5%, down
from last year's 5% expansion.
Earlier this month, the Inter
national Monetary Fund
trimmed its forecast for
China's 2026 economic
growth to 4,5%, the lower end
of Beljings goal. "Domestic
demand was weak, while trade
growstrongly," said Dave Chia,
an economist at Moody’s Ana-
lytics.

Exports will likely stay

Daily Current Affairs « 20 October 2026 < Indian Express | Financial Express

EXPORT-LED GROWTH

® Beijing's 2026 -
growth target is
4.5-5%, against 5%
growth in 2025

® IMF cut China's
2026 growth forecast
to 4.5%

® Exports rose 36%
In Sept, keeping China
on track to surpass its

-

record $1.2 trn ® China posted a $938 bn
trade surplus in 2025 trade surplus in Jan-Sept

strong but global trade barriers
remain a risk, he said.

Exports are strong, but
domestic sluggishness
remainsChina's  domestic
demand has been weighed
down bya yearslong downturn
inits property market

The headline offictal
growth figure ks becoming *an
increasingly poor indicator of
how the broader economy is
performing,” said Max Zen-
glein, Asia Pacificseniorecono
mist at The Conference
Board That's because It masks
“widening disparities across
industries, regions,and house-

holds." Zenglein sald.

Beljing faces difficult trade-
offs and managing domestic
imbalances may prove more
challenging than dealing with
external  pressures, he
added.On Monday, Mao
Shengyong, deputy head of
China's Natlonal Bareau of Sta-
tistics, cautioned of the eco-
nomic challenges ahead."The
international environment is
complex and volatile, the prob-
lem of insufficient domestic
demand remains relatively
prominent and the foundation
for a stable, improving econ-
omy still needs consolidation,”

hetold a news conference With
exports being one of the few
bright spots, China is on track
to surpass last year's record
S$1.2 trillion trade surplus
globaily, after logging a 36%
growth in exports last menth
and alreadya $938 billion sur-
plusbetween January and Sep-
tember,

Elevated US tariffs have hit
some US-China bilateral trade
and forced China to look else-
where, including Southeast
Asia, Latin America and
Europe. High-tech exports
such as semiconductors and
autos, including hybrid and
electric vehicles, are among
areas driving its export growth
this year.

As China pursues self-suffi
clencytohelp shield itself from
Western export controls and
trade uncertainties, it has built
up massive domestic manu
facturing capacities across
Industries such as solar and
EVs, which are heavily subsi
dized by the government.

But output was scaled up
rapidly at a time of weakened
domestic consumption, so
many of these goods are
shipped to overseas markets at
competitive prices.

2> Class24
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China’s Economy Picks Up Pace

with Solid 4.5% Growth @%S%t;;d rowth

A ot gt Jarg-Ridss faardt # 4.5% 1 - Aorga Fata GerT, w® 9ufy 83 ot 6 § W 7l FHeR

cThe numbers | 3ifdg |l °Strengths | dred - °Weaknesses | TR M

( or |l os. ||| » High-tech exports: chips, > Yearslong property
4.5% 4.3% autos, EVs downturn
Q3 growth Q2 — slowest in aa,—..ﬂas ﬂ'lTPd I
?ﬂﬂ?‘%ﬁﬂ:ﬂﬁ 3yrs e Il_(ﬂ'
FUNAREIE » Shift to SE Asia, Latin » Weak domestic
)\ / America, Europe consumption
il ‘ ¢ IR e |
+36% || $938 bn o b
Exports in Sept | | Surplus Jan— ;ug)?ug?gcgfd eat $1.2trn » Headline GDP “masks
Sep = disparities”
AR SR Rers \fm
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ARTICLE 3 ¢ INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY - CHINA | Gm\?{mﬂ

China’s economy grows 4.5% — in depth (1/2)

9 Bt 4.5% Jfax — IR & (1/2)

° Key terms | Xsgracit  Afl e India link | YR Iy |8 6 G'Obag_qf’q?te’“

.

Term Meaning
g 31

Trade surplus
Overcapacity

3ifd-grar
Dumping

oy

Exports >
imports

Output >
demand

Export below
cost

VS same period
last year

J

.

» China — a top source of
India’s imports
ST A

» India runs a large trade
deficit with China

MR YIcT

» |ndia uses anti-
dumping duties, PLI to
compete

Q‘é’rsﬁﬂ

Class24

» US tariffs cut US—
China trade

AR HRNE

» China pursues self-
sufficiency

ST YT

» Curbs on solar, Al tech
exports (Oct 2026) .
de-e Fata ufase
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China’s economy grows 4.5% — in depth (2/2)
A Bt 4.5% ghs — AR & (2/2)

a GDP: how it is measured | GDP &1 UM & ° Did VOU k”OW"

» China is the world’s
2nd-largest economy
(nominal GDP)

s oy O ad 9}

> China joined the WTO in

Consumption Investment Govt spending Net exports 2001

J[qud fawr TWHRT Y fAafa-smara WTO 2001

\ J \_ J
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ARTICLE 3 « INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY — CHINA | 3{aRRTPIT SrfeuawT

China’s economy grows 4.5% — Map & Diagram
I BT 4.5% Jfex — AMREA T 3RE

China’s growth: picking up, but slower than 2025

w

N

w
)

5.0%

GDP growth, year-on-year (%)
Py sy b =Y w
o ~ un ~ (=3
(=} u o w o

od

~

w
A

3.50 v
2025
(actual)
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4.5%

4.3% I

20 October 2026 -

Two engines, running unevenly

Class24

4.5-5%

STRONG 1

WEAK |
+3§:6p:‘rtssept Domestic demand
Surplus $938 bn Property slump

(Jan-Sep) Low consumption

\ /

2026 2026

4.6%
I Chinese consumers buy - surpl'us goods oxp_ortod cheaply

Q2 2026 Q3 2026 jan -Sep Target

Result: “overcapacity”
Subsidised factories (solar, EVs) make more than

-+ trade friction with US, EU, India

Indian Express | Financial Express

Read the visual

EECIREE

» Q3 4.5%, up from 4.3%
in Q2

» Target 4.5-5%; IMF
forecast 4.5%

q&d

» Exports strong, home
demand weak

ERIGE NG

» Overcapacity —
cheap exports — friction

3ffd-&rvdr
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬁﬁmﬁ'\’@%

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: Hoolock gibbon

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)
Exam date: 24 May 2026 -« Topic: Net zero

Consider the following statements about the
Western Hoolock Gibbon: 1. A sanctuary in
North-East India is home to this ape, which is
listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 2. It
has specialised brachiation and swings easily
between trees. 3. It has a gorilla-like heavy
build but is an agile tree climber. Which of the
statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

.

Statement |. LT-LEDS is a key tool for India’s goal of net
zero by 2070. Statement II: India’s BUR-4 (Dec 2024)
shows about 8% lower GHG emissions in 2020 than in
2019. Statement Ill: Climate-resilient development
depends on quick short-term emission cuts. Which is
correct? 1. | is empirically supported by Il. 2. llI
conflicts with the long-term approach of I. 3. I and IlI
together establish long-term sustainability.

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2and 3
(d) 3 only
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: Hoolock gibbon

Consider the following statements about the Western
Hoolock Gibbon: 1. A sanctuary in North-East India is
home to this ape, which is listed as Endangered on
the IUCN Red List. 2. It has specialised brachiation
and swings easily between trees. 3. It has a gorilla-
like heavy build but is an agile tree climber. Which of
the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 - Topic: Net zero

Statement |: LT-LEDS is a key tool for India’s goal of net
zero by 2070. Statement II: India’s BUR-4 (Dec 2024)
shows about 8% lower GHG emissions in 2020 than in
2019. Statement lll: Climate-resilient development
depends on quick short-term emission cuts. Which is
correct? 1. | is empirically supported by Il. 2. lll conflicts
with the long-term approach of I. 3. I and Il together
establish long-term sustainability.

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Answer: (b) Gibbons are small, light apes — not gorilla-like.
13R 21

.

Ar\;%%ver: (b) LT-LEDS = long-term low-emission strategy.
1 21
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬁﬁmﬁ'\’@%

.

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: India—Sri Lanka

Match the India-supported projects (List I) with
countries (List II). A. Mangdechhu Hydroelectric
Project B. Restoration of Stor Palace C.
District Hospital at Dickoya D. Institute of
Security and Law Enforcement Studies. 1.
Maldives 2. Afghanistan 3. Bhutan 4. Sri
Lanka

(a) A-1, B-4, C-2, D-3
(b) A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1
(c) A-3, B-4, C-2, D-1
(d) A-1, B-2, C-4, D-3

Daily Current Affairs « 18 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: India—Sri Lanka

Match the India-supported projects (List I) with
countries (List Il). A. Mangdechhu Hydroelectric
Project B. Restoration of Stor Palace C. District
Hospital at Dickoya D. Institute of Security and Law
Enforcement Studies. 1. Maldives 2. Afghanistan 3.
Bhutan 4. Sri Lanka

(a) A-1, B-4, C-2, D-3
(b) A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1
(c) A-3, B-4, C-2, D-1
(d) A-1, B-2, C-4, D-3

Answer: (b) Dickoya hospital — Sri Lanka.
A-3,B-2,C-4,D-11I

. J
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬁﬁmﬁ'\’@%

UPSC CAPF 2026 (General Ability & Intelligence)

Exam date: 19 Jul 2026 + Topic: Cyclones

Consider the following statements regarding
cyclones in India: 1. More cyclones occur in the
Bay of Bengal than in the Arabian Sea. 2. On an
average, 12 to 15 tropical cyclones form every
year. 3. Tropical cyclones occur continuously
throughout the year. Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3
(c)2and 3
(d) 2 only

. J
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

.

UPSC CAPF 2026 (General Ability & Intelligence)

Exam date: 19 Jul 2026 -« Topic: Cyclones

Consider the following statements regarding
cyclones in India: 1. More cyclones occur in the Bay
of Bengal than in the Arabian Sea. 2. On an average,
12 to 15 tropical cyclones form every year. 3. Tropical
cyclones occur continuously throughout the year.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b)1and 3
(c)2and 3
(d) 2 only

Answer: (a) ~5—6 cyclones a year; seasonal (pre- & post-monsoon).
11
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q1-4 | g B qRE

Class24

( N\ )
@ Aditya-L1 observes the Sun from which @ Proba-3, which created an “artificial eclipse” to
location? . study the corona, is a mission of:
-L1 4 BT ddDp Hel A Bl 872 wiar-3 foraet fme 82
(a) Low Earth orbit (b) Geostationary orbit (a) NASA (b) ESA
(c) Sun—Earth Lagrange :
point L1 (d) Lunar orbit (c) JAXA (d) ISRO
\_ J J
( N\ )
In Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India (2020), the SC held
@ Which layer of the Sun is its visible surface? @ that freedom of speech and trade through the Internet is
) protected under:
i 3 TR HAE PIH-HI WA &2 SRTT Wl AT A $exAe & e @ oftreafad 3 @R
fpue qgd e
(a) Corona (b) Chromosphere (a) Art 14 and 15 1) Aiii Hedliey) eme
19(1)(9)
(c) Photosphere (d) Core (c) Art 21A (d) Art 32
J

\_
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q5-8 | g B qRE

Class24

r

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA) works under:
NPPA 3 72

(a) Ministry of Health

(b) Dept of Pharmaceuticals,
Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers

(c) NITI Aayog (d) Ministry of Commerce

.

~N

r

.

Ceiling prices under DPCO 2013 apply to
medicines listed in:

DPCO 2013 & dgd JHT ged fooa gt &t garsii uv?

(a) NLEM (b) Schedule H

(c) Schedule X (d) WHO list

-

Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary is located in:

IR e YT RUY $31 772

(a) Arunachal Pradesh (b) Assam

(c) Meghalaya (d) Tripura

\_

r

The 13th Amendment to Sri Lanka’s

Constitution, backed by India, deals with:
sfreieT BT 1397 HENEH

(a) Presidential term (b) Devolution to provincial

councils

(c) Official language

Sinhala only (d) Emergency powers
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | ¥4 &I UG

Class24

-

Emissions from attendees’ travel to an event fall
under:

SIS A 22Dl &1 YT BT IoTei fpd guft 72

(a) Scope 1 (b) Scope 2

(c) Scope 3 (d) Not counted

~N

r

@ India announced its net-zero target year of 2070
at:
YR A 2070 A< SR d&7 Bl gifva fosan

(a) COP21, Paris (b) COP26, Glasgow

(c) COP27, Sharm el-

Sheikh (d) COP28, Dubai

~N

Daily Current Affairs

18 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

54



Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

Su%%Earth Lagrange point L1 — ~1.5 million km from Earth.
L1 I

ESA — European Space Agency; launched from Sriharikota, 2024.
ESAI

Photosphere — Photosphere ~5,500 °C.
UPRHSA|

Art 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g) — Restrictions must be proportionate.
19(1)(a) 9 (9) |

Dept of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers — Set up 1997.

BTG Ched [dHT|
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d HATCAT

NLEM — National List of Essential Medicines.
NLEM |

Assam — Jorhat district, Assam.
SHH|

Devolution to provincial councils — From the 1987 Indo-Lanka Accord.
gRee |

Scope 3 — Indirect value-chain emissions.
whIY 3|

COP26, Glasgow — “Panchamrit”, 2021.
COP26, TAT T |
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | a1 d fiu® Class?24

Myth Buster of the Day — Geography | 3ol &1 YD

MYTH | Y FACT | 9

False. The Bay of Bengal gets roughly four times as many cyclones as

“ Most Of In d | a’s CyC | ones fO rm the Arabian Sea. Its surface water is warmer and less salty (thanks to

in the Arabian Sea.” rivers like the Ganga and Brahmaputra), and remnants of Pacific
typhoons often drift in. Its flat, funnel-shaped coast also makes storm

9 rR_d 3 ﬁw 1 — surges deadlier — which is why Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West
. % . depdid G‘RQ SIMA Bengal face the biggest risk. The Arabian Sea is warming fast, though,
fl' a:l?[ % | and its cyclones are increasing.

Tdd| Wﬁ@ﬁﬁmwm?ﬁgmﬂ T YT ql{é@&mw

M gl 3R H WRI & (TH-5TEYA
% HGIHI‘R %um«u 13 316@13[ Wt 981 Ugad 8 | 3P

W -H[Ph [T P dc 'dl(‘ld? GI"IIdI%l GIQ’HIOb 3d
wﬁ@nﬁﬁ@%sﬁ?aﬂwa@@f%

\_ J \

0 Bay of Bengal = India’s cyclone factory. ST DI Wral = Thardl BT HREMT|
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