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China curbs export of 40 technologies
91 & frafa ufasy
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China to curb exports of 40
cutting-edge technologies
including Al, photovoltaics

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING
China on Friday an-

nounced a sweeping draft
plan to restrict exports of
more than 40 cutting-edge
technologies, including so-
lar manufacturing technol-
ogies, Al models, and
some biotech platforms.

A number of technolo-
gies related to the manu-
facture of solar cells have
been listed for either a
complete export ban or
restricted exports. While
the draft plan does not res-
trict most solar exports,
new controls on next-gen-
eration solar manufactur-
ing technologies could im-
pact efforts by countries
including India to reduce
dependence on China as
they look to move up the
solar chain.

Several Al-driven tech-
nologies have also been
listed in the draft plan, an-

A new roadblock

The draft plan proposes
export bans on 14
technologies and
restrictions on

26 others

Solar: Perovskite and tandem
cell manufacturing know-how
amang the proposed bans;
polysiticon production faces
restrictions

Al biotech: Select Al systems
and cell- and gene-therapy
platforms also tacgeted

= India might face e

potantial delays in
solar investments,

licensing and domestic
manufacturing

border lawyer.

“The timetable for local-
isation is set to launch
when domestic capacity
from three independent
domestic  manufacturers
exceeds 15 GW. This initial
set of domestic manufac-
turers might experience

control over technologies
or inappropriate prolifera-
tion..," the statement said.
The statement said Chi-
na was adding 12 photovol-
taic technologies covering
polysilicon  production,
wafer manufacturing and
solar-cell manufacturing.

Chinese interests
Citing the need to “safe-
guard national security
and interests”, it said,
“photovoltaic technologies
are increasingly being used
in aerospace, defence, un-
manned systems and other
sensitive sectors; as a re-
sult, the national-security
implications of technology
exports have increased.”
On the proposed Al con-
trols, the spokesperson
said that while “most Al
technologies will continue
to be freely exportable”,
China was adding 23 key Al
technologies covering
foundation models, intelli-
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1ISted I e ardin pian, dan-
nounced on Friday by the
Ministry of Commerce and
the Ministry of Science and
Technology and titled “An-
nouncement No. 48",

It covers 40 key technol-
ogies in the fields of Al
biomedicine and photovol-
taics. Of these, 14 technolo-
gies were proposed for a
complete prohibition of ex-
port, including perovskite
and tandem solar-cell mo-
dule manufacturing tech-
nologies, Al-driven tech-
nology that could be used
to generate and mutate
malicious code, and some
platforms related to cell
and gene therapy.

A further 26 technolo-
gies were listed for restrict-
ed exports, including poly-
silicon engineering
technologies used to make
solar cells, if they involve
production lines with an-
nual output capacities of at
least 30,000 tonnes.

Potential delays

Indian manufacturers in
the solar space may, going
forward, be impacted, in-
cluding by licensing delays,
said Santosh Pai, Honorary
Fellow, Institute of Chinese
Studies (ICS) and a cross-

TUrers mugnt  experience
delays in commencing pro-
duction due to Announce-
ment 48," he said.

In March, India amend-
ed restrictions on Chinese
investment imposed in
2020, and listed polysili-
con and ingot-wafer seg-
ments as priority sectors
for fast-track approvals.

These “might not re-
ceive traction since Chi-
nese firms will face con-
straints in undertaking
solo investments in India,
or joint ventures and li-
censing deals with Indian
counterparts on account of
Announcement No. 48,
Mr. Pai noted.

A spokesperson for Chi-
na’s Ministry of Commerce
said in a statement that “in
recent years, Al, biomedi-
cine and photovoltaic tech-
nologies have seen ex-
panding applications in
sensitive fields.”

"Major economies
around the world have im-
plemented varving de-
grees of export controls in
these areas, Drawing on in-
ternational practice, China
is implementing necessary
controls in  accordance
with the law to prevent
risks arising from loss of

TOUnNaanon moaers, menr
gent agents, computing
clusters and information-
processing technologies.

“Technologies such as
autonomous  malicious-
code generation and muta-
tion could be used to target
critical infrastructure, de-
fence systems and core go-
vernment networks or to
evade national security de-
fences,” the statement
said,

“If such technologies
were acquired by mali-
cious actors, they could
threaten national security
and broader human securi-
ty. China's objective is to
establish security safe-
guards, prevent misuse
and ensure that Al remains
under human control.”

The statement added
that China remained “com-
mitted to building an open-
source Al innovation eco-
system”, and open-source
Al projects and overseas
chip fabrication activities
“would be eligible for facil-
itation measures” while
technologies already in the
public domain through
open-source publication or
academic papers would
“generally be exempt from
export controls”,
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Chinato Curb Exports of 40
Cutting-edge Technologies incl. Al, Photovoltaics @Announcemenwo.w
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China curbs export of 40 technologies — in depth (1/2)
91 & fafa ufddy — faar & (1/72)

Impact on India
HRd U 3R

» Solar makers face
licensing delays

arsad § 3
» Harder JVs & tech-
licensing with China
HYdd J[H
» Hurts push to move up
the solar chain

ST H=dT

&

J

India’s solar policy
YR $1 GR ifa 1 G Key terms | regractt A

.

» PLI for high-efficiency
solar modules

PLI TISTAT

> ALMM — approved list
of models & makers

ALMM

» Target: 500 GW non-
fossil capacity by 2030
500 GW
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» Photovoltaic — light —

electricity directly
yheI-faggd

» Polysilicon — raw

material for solar cells

greiRaferep =

» Perovskite — next-gen
solar-cell material

WRITHBISC

.
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China curbs export of 40 technologies — in depth (2/2)
91 & fafa ufddy — faar & (2/2)

G Tech becomes a trade weapon | Wﬁ%ﬁl’qﬂ ina

Did you know?

T 3T S 22
» China makes >80% of
- the world’s solar-panel
supply chain
Rare earths Solar tech Al models Others 80%
goY gar Al Hisd diversify o
fafadtamor » India’s Press Note 3
Curbs earlier Now curbed Now curbed India, US, EU (2()2()) curbs FDI from
Ugal 3 3 HRd

bordering countries

U Aie 3

\ J \_ J
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China curbs export of 40 technologies — Map & Diagram
99 & fafa ufasy — aFfE 9 e

How a solar (photovoltaic) cell makes electricity

/ N\
\ Sun ) 1. Light hits silicon
= \_/ \ \ J
\ . \
photond, \A 2. Electrons knocked free
7
' n-type silicon (extra electrons) )
Wires —» < : 3. Junction pushes them
bulb glows “ p-njunction .o way (DC current)
(current)
p-type silicon (holes) \ /
- {
4. Inverter -+ AC for grid
Chain: polysilicon = ingot - wafer - cell - module

Next-gen cells: perovskite & tandem (perovskite on silicon) - higher efficiency
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Light (photons) hits
silicon

AhTe Rifeidhi IR
» Electrons freed; p-n
junction drives current

p-n 1<

» Inverter turns DC into
AC

g=dcy

» Perovskite/tandem =
next-gen cells (now
curbed)
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ARTICLE 2 « DEFENCE — NAVY | Y&T - T_HT

INS Samarthak inducted

TS TACH HHYS

L&T-built INS Samarthak
inducted into Indian Navy

v S
R L - 7 1

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy on Friday
commissioned INS Samar-
thak, the first of two multi-
purpose vessels being built
by Larsen & Toubro (L&T),
strengthening its capabili-
ty to test and evaluate indi-
genously developed sen-
sors and weapons amid an
evolving maritime security
environment.
Vice-President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan presided over
the commissioning cere-
mony in the presence of
Chief of the Naval Staff Ad-
miral Krishna Swaminath-
an, and senior naval and
Defence officials in Karwar.
According to the Indian
Navy, INS Samarthak
marks a significant miles-
tone in India’s indigenous
shipbuilding efforts, high-
lighting the growing role of
the private sector in deve-
loping platforms for the
armed forces. The vessel
has over 75% indigenous

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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The indigenous multi-purpose vessel INS Samarthak. 711

content, according to the
Navy.

Conceived primarily as
a versatile platform for
trials and evaluation, the
ship will support the test-
ing and training of new
sensors and weapons de-
veloped by domestic in-
dustry. Its induction is ex-
pected to strengthen the
Navy's ability to validate in-
digenous technologies be-
fore wider deployment, it
added.

Named Samarthak,
meaning ‘the proponent’,
the vessel has been de-

signed to undertake a
range of operational and
developmental tasks. Be-
sides supporting trials and
evaluation, it can carry out
maritime surveillance and
reconnaissance, offshore
patrolling and disaster re-
lief operations.

The Navy said the ves-
sel's versatility would also
be particularly useful in an
unpredictable  maritime
environment where tradi-
tional security challenges
are increasingly accompa-
nied by non-traditional
threats.

Class24
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L&T-built INS Samarthak
Inducted Into Indian Navy

%?u'ﬂ&rUT

€ meship | W &

» First of two multi-
purpose vessels (MPVs)

&l | ugen
» Built by L&T — private
sector

frit &=

» Samarthak = “the
proponent”

qad®H

\_

J

?(L&T)mﬁﬁawmaﬁ@ww%wﬁﬁmﬁmm Wzl eRART T JaRl

e Ceremony | YHRIg F

» At Karwar naval base,
Karnataka

PRI}

» Presided by VP C.P.
Radhakrishnan

SWRIyUfd

» Navy chief Adm. Krishna
Swaminathan

NI T

\ J
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>75% indigenous
75%

e Roles | YfieTa =

» Trials & evaluation of
new weapons

TRI&ToT

» Survelllance, offshore
patrol

AR

» Disaster relief (HADR)
STUql XMed
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ARTICLE 2 « DEFENCE — NAVY | &T - ST

INS Samarthak inducted — in depth (1/2)
AT gHdp — AR A (1/2)

Naval commands Q
TR HH "~

Karwar base | PRAR

i,
i,

SIgT

e Why it matters | H8d W

.

Command HQ
HHMA HEATCY

Wféesﬂtern Mumbai TR TtET prOjfeCEt -
Eastern Vel R » Growing role of private

shipyards » On the Arabian Sea,
2?;::%? o ol Raars Karnataka coast

> Supports SR TR

J

.

» Test Indian systems
before fleet use

Aatmanirbhar Bharat In
defence

AR

» Project Seabird —
India’s largest naval base

» Home to aircraft
carrier berths

faurare®
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INS Samarthak inducted — in depth (2/2)
AT gHdp — AR A (2/2)

G How a warship is born | mﬁ%\ﬁw%

Did you know?

» Navy Day — 4

December (Op Trident,
DeS|gn Build Sea trials Commissionin !

Prfor s v g 4 fediaR
BRI » INS Vikrant (2022) —
Navy’s design PSU / private Harbour & sea Joins fleet India’s first indigenous
bureau yard TRi&m CER:| : .
SRt RIS alrcraft. carrier
faspia
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INS Samarthak inducted — Map & Diagram

TS TATy JHdF — AFRET T ARG

Who builds India’s warships - major shipyards

Mazagon Dock, Mumbai
(submarines, destroyers)

=

|Goa Shipyard, Vasco|

.\[Hindustan Shipyard,]

il
| GRSE, Kolkata |

Visakhapatnam

Cochin Shipyard
(INS Vikrant)

Karwar - INS Samarthak
commissioned Bay of
‘\ Bengal
3- L&T Kattupalli, near .
e Chennai (private) 0
Arabian
Sea

B Defence PSU shipyards
B Private shipyard (L&T)
B Commissioning site
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Mazagon Dock —
submarlnes destroyers

HEMId S

» Cochin Shipyard built
INS Vikrant

S

» GRSE, HSL, Goa
Shipyard — Defence
PSUs

&l PSU

» L&T Kattupalli —
private yard

i Rars
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Rules to curb volatile airfares

gars femar A
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Rules to curb volatile airfares
to be published in two weeks

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Friday in-
formed the Supreme Court
that administrative appro-
val had been granted for
new aviation rules framed
under the Bharatiya Vay-
uyan Adhinivam, 2024 to
regulate volatile airfares
and predatory pricing, and
that they were likely to be
published within two
weeks,

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Union government and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), told a
Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath, R. Mahadevan and
Aparesh Kumar Singh that
the rules had been final-
ised.

The court was hearing a
public interest litigation
(PIL) petition filed by social
activist S. Laxminarayan
seeking binding regulatory
norms to curb arbitrary
airfare pricing and ancil-
lary charges levied by priv-

Inaction by the state
in regulating fares is
a dereliction of its
constitutional duty, a
petition had stated

ate airlines during festive
periods, holidays and
emergencies.

Senior advocate Ravin-
dra Srivastava, appearing
for the petitioner, howev-
er, questioned the delay in
framing the rules, pointing
out that concerns over
steep airfares had resur-
faced ahead of Diwali. The
Bench asked Mr. Mehta to
place the rules before the
court by the next date of
hearing on November 16.

The petition had point-
ed out that there is current-
ly no regulatory authority
vested with the power to
review or cap airfares, ena-
bling airlines to exploit
consumers through hid-
den fees and unpredicta-
ble pricing. It said such
practices  disproportion-

ately affect economically
weaker passengers, who
are often compelled to pur-
chase tickets during pe-
riods of peak surge pricing,
while wealthier travellers
can plan and book in
advance.

“In a constitutional re-
public governed by the
rule of law, the state can-
Nnot remain a mute specta-
tor to this ongoing viola-
tion of rights. Inaction by
the state in regulating fare
algorithms, cancellation
policies, service continui-
ty, and grievance mechan-
isms constitutes a derelic-
tion of its constitutional
duty and calls for urgent
judicial intervention,” the
plea stated.

“Try to provide some re-
lief to passengers in view of
this disparity. On the same
day, for flights operating
on the same route, one air-
line charges ¥8,000 while
another charges 218,000
for economy class,” the
Bench had remarked while
addressing Mr, Mehta.

Class24
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Rules to Curb Volatile Airfares

to Be Published in Two Weeks e;’k’”f"pk
ﬁ%ﬁméﬁmwaﬁ‘m2024%agamﬁaa1€mqa"qz-qmﬁmﬁm"ﬁﬁ%

%Vgnat happened | 4T 4 eThe PIL | SHfed TRt eThe gap | PHI L

» Centre: rules approved, » By activist S. » No regulator can
out in 2 weeks Laxminarayan review or cap fares
2 gWTg T, A&HFRTI0T ®Is RS T8)

> Fares spike In festivals, > Hidden ancillary

» SG Tushar Mehta for

Centre & DGCA holidays, emergencies charges
DGCA TR f&5u e
» Bench: J. Vikram Nath, > Hits poorer passengers » “Mute spectator” —
Mahadevan, A.K. Singh hardest dereliction of duty
5 nCRIE] e o
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Rules to curb volatile airfares — in depth (1/2)
gaTs feran . — faaR 9 (172)

Aviation bodies H e The new law | AT ST A ;rFiging terms °>
Body > Bharatiya Vayuyan » Dynamic pricing —
ikl Adhiniyam, 2024 fares change with demand

DGCA Safety regulator Trﬁll’ﬂ?r

DGCA ﬂq&”y J 2024 11@-

AA Runs airports » Replaced colonial » Fare buckets — seats
AAl 331%"'@ Aircraft Act, 1934 sold in price slabs

AERA A arges 1934 ferar e

e Aviation » Fares were » Predatory pricing —
BCAS security deregulated in 1994 exploitative fares

el 1994 T Hod MYUHT Heu

. J . J g J
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Rules to curb volatile airfares — in depth (2/2)
gaTs feran . — faaR 9 (2/2)

G Flyer’s grievance path | Ir Rrerad At Pr 7Y

Did you know?

T 3T T 82
» UDAN (2016) — capped
g g Fo g fares on regional routes
Airline AirSewa DGCA Consumer )
SRS IES ] TOREdl DGCA commission » India is the world’s 3rd-
SUMIET SN | | |argest domestic aviation
Nodal officer Govt portal Regulator Compensation
DSl sﬁ) ﬁ s market
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Rules to curb volatile airfares — Map & Diagram
gars fewma Fau — A 9 e

Dynamic pricing: how one flight’s seats are sold in “fare buckets” (illustrative)

18,000

As cheaper buckets sell out
or the date nears, the
algorithm opens costlier buckets

Bucket 1 Bucket 2 Bucket 3 Bucket 4 Bucket 5 Last seats

Festival rush - buckets close faster = fares jump. Proposed rules aim to curb such volatility.
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Seats sold in fare
buckets

fo~mar w9

» Cheap buckets sell
first
sied Ued ldand

» Algorithm opens
costlier buckets

TENGH

» Festival rush = faster
jumps
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Metrics to minds — universities

fyfaeTeral &1 3t

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026

Metrics to minels — restoring purpose to universitics

Beve was 3 e when @ kool
esamination served s clear and Smind
prarpose in India: ¢ il 3 few

thonsand offioers, sokSers smd

erggineers, and to do i fairky across 2 visst
subcnotinent. Thist restraint & gone. We have
taken the Jogic of the fndiain Admmistrative
Service (IAS) and the Indian Institutes of
Techmobogy (1Tt and stretched it across every
discipline, every college and every career. A
device destgned Sor the tew now govenas the
sy, Asd the counery & paying the price for this
verracd

The Ratsooa] Elgihiey e Enerance Test
INEETY, lbnnl Entrarce lumhumm ULFI
thwe Uni y Grants O
Eligibilty Test (UGC NETY amd other examinations
now test lakhs of cncidines acrmss disciplines
rangey from cacology 10 organk chemistry aod
from history to Pangibi [neraeare, all funneled
through the same multiple-chotos Sormee,
Understandahly, this method ts desgned koo
uniformety, when in fact it & being used 10
Idency talent, reasoning abilky sed oritical
thinking. This precisely s whae uniform sesting

misses cut.

Let departnsents decide

The ahernative & sigie, Lot ksrnutioos (hoase.
Mo oatiorsal ey con bell whvat a oo student
of Soerature or physics i mack of better than the
degartment that will adeot her, Departmental
esaminationss indeed, restoce judgment to facuky,
o freedoe to students to apply where their
mperude bes, mot where a stngle alHindia rank
deposits them. This &s noc mostakzla. It s the norm
In the very systems in the West that we bold up
modeds.

Professorial sppolnumenis were ance hased on
discussions with people who knew the work, It
wies e ercsination of jadgment theough
intedlectual intenciange, oot of fcts Teachers,
who were super by, offen went beyorsd the sy Balws
sexcd were ahways ready for a diskogue. Noee bad
sat the NET. Today, there are many stodents with
far more taleot than the test rewards. They fil
not because they cannot think, but because the
test does not ask them to. It menedy asks them
master a techinlgue. We have, i the name of

carel: buil 2 mech: thie rejects
exactly whae it daims 10 examine.

No edocation body appears to have ever
oonduced the historical compartson dus would
e this angument wedeniable rather tan
sewcdoral. T wonkd wiger whae such & sarvey
Woukd Sed, Tusving watchesd the <haege from the
Trnsiche for decades The quadity of discussion ina
disaroom, the depth of 3 student's reading, the
willingriess of a seacher to be pemuinely
questioned ratiwer than merely quoted, has
thinned coesidesably. Whas has replaced nis a2

Sheliey Walla

s bnaght ounmy
vl e ary vy
a2 Pargad Unhvervsy
Crondigh

Starwdaniived
exiammnations
are
undennining
acalemie
juxlgement,
nelleceual
diversity andd
Esteutional
ooy in
India’s higher
education
ssem

The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

enersthom arrhving throwgh memocisacion heavy,
choloebasasd testing, showing litthe of the wide,

unstructured reading that wsed 1o be stimply
assutned of anyone esvteriog 4 dassoom. The
exammnation has isdeed changed whis the
classroum wis meant 1 be.

The numbers game

Thee same malaty runs throwgh the proosdures of
recruitment, Selection committees increxangly
Jean on puthbicacion counts and research scoces.
Misyiowm publication requiresenss sttached 1w
promations and appointmenes bave cresded a
mackes for papers rather than & market for idess.
Jourmals of no Esoernibie academic standing
exist lugely to accept whatever applicanss nuas
poblish eo mewt prescrwed resesrch-score
requiremments by a given deadline. The University
Crants O 's 2018 Regul:

discontisweed the corber APH-ased Performance
Hased Appraisal System (PEAS) and introduced 2
revised assessment framewock Incarporarieg
research soores. Yo, the underying peoblem
persists. Acadermnic achievement s st too often
reduced o what can be coued.

The samwe arithemetic tas hollowed oot the PHD
mselfl - this is bewyg said based on direc
cbservation raches than hearssy. When a
candidate’s doctorate is weighe! for o teaching
post, 30 marks are cosmmanly set aside Sor it in
the sebection matris. This is » substantial share of
the votal Yeg, almost nooe of thae weight
dicines the qualey of the mind behind the
thesis, the rigous of the angoment, or the calibre
of the papers the candidate deew from &. Germing
the Internatiooal Standard Book Numsbor (SENy
ar an International Standard Serial Number
(ISSN) Is no evidence of scholarly mers. So-called
AutPyenticamed journads pobdish poress seven of
eight disciplines under a single tithe, 3 “Jourmal of
Internackoaal Stodies” tha will pries hissory,
marsagesment, literature, and low o the sene
S0, with Do serioas process of sending
SIS o0t 1o qualified referevs. Whoever
wubmits, gets published.

Mareover, the excrcise of supervishn has
ooy just g flimey at the other end of the
pipeline, someching visible in a doctoral thess
clashed off with a report fram a superedsor whe
Tuas not peoperly resd i, The wiva s sadly
stands recluced to a formality so thin that those
who sit throtgh It e it as something of & joke,

Thw absurdity reaches s peak ot the
vice-chancelior’s chair. Search commitrees hive
bevn cbeerved asking candidares how many
patents they hold — a question withs no relevimos
whinsoever outside a narrow band of applied
scionce. The asyswer has been obesrrvad 10 Twvonr
candidages from the Scence, Technology,
Engimerring and Mathemiatics {(STEM) bekis
almost by design. This is becaness 3 scientist

running a large ibocacary can attch his same o
every research candidate s paper that passes
theough i, thus inflateg a publication count
which no brumaeities sclwodar waorking alone coukd
ever match

Such i canctibate arrives at the
vice-chancelion’s office barviog sperst an entire
career inside ane laboratory, with no exposure
the uiniversicy bevoesd e, 3t would not be incamecr
at all to sey that a vice-chancelior of this kind has,
In masry cases, never read a poved or a poem, and
T ks boviegg askant [0 presiche ower in institucion
whose purpese is precisely the cahation of
minds beyond the Liboraory,

Note of this can be fived by sfusting the
metrics alone, becase 2 great muny selections
never really mrn oo metrics i the first place. Too
gy sppointoents in Indain universities are
sertled by necworking rather thean judgment,
Merit, i such cases, wiss nover actually the
criterion being weghed.

This wried's own tmrnu- for the post of
ssuciate prodessor had » commmitiee of four of the
most eminent professors m the country, headed
by & geosaseoly learmed vice chancelion; the
interview was conducted foe over 40 minutes, i
wais a rgoroess, umhurried converssion, and the
sedection thae followed wis entieely fule, withous o
singe string pualfed on anyone’s behalf, Thae is
the standard againss which today's appoliments,
aod o that mantier sochiy s dmissions, oagtht (o
be mexeared.

Let us be dear. Harsher Liws will oot repale 2
hraken systenn Pessalties for examiners and
testing agencies may punish a lipese, but they do
nothéng 10 prevent ic I we want universitlos thae
Gin compete gohally, we must start where
qualzy bs actually made. This is happenlog in
uriversity departments through appointments
maxcke by peers wha are walling to be answerable
for thesir judgment, This i the operating ke
Obrserved @ marry universities of higher kearming

Not for reasons of nostalgia
Decersralising examinastions back to faculties,
and restoring appolntenenes to peer soruting and
HOt potnt-scoring, is nots wistiol e [Uis
daim about wiat a usiversity is for. It demands
IOre e, More weooestability, and th courge
10> dedend 4 choice without a rumber 1o hide
behind. In return, it gives instirutions back their
propes fodliry 1o sedecr cancdidates not for
mka[‘ the excumissation, but for their
intellectual compesence. i we want universities
that form minds rather than cakculate scores, we
et restome carr trost i the academic judgemens
of those who work wihin them. Their incegrity
ahould De the measure of their decisions, nmi
society must ulti ¥y hold them ac
0ot for the soares they assign but for the quality
of their judygerment,
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Metrics to Minds — Restoring

Purpose to Universities
AG®: NEET, JEE, UGC- NETﬁ?ﬁwuﬂ&%&ﬁ?mﬁmaﬂmﬁgmmﬁﬁﬁ dife®

fafaeraT 3Nk TRINT Al B FURR

» Exam meant for the few
now governs the many

O & fore g+

» MCQs test technique,
not reasoning

de-le

» Classroom discussion
has thinned

Tt udl

\_

J

.

° The argument | db o e G%m%eggame

» Hiring by publication
counts
YUDBIR TUTAT

» Predatory journals
publish anything

Wil UBT

» PhD = 30 marks, quality
ignored

HUCEIEH]

Class24

Op-ed: Shelley Walia
6 ﬁa’
© soiution | wE @

» Let departments choose
students

faurT g4

» Appointments by peer
scrutiny

gHHI THIET

» Harsher laws won’t fix
guality
ST BB I8!
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Metrics to minds — universities — in depth (1/2)

fayfaemea) 1 3ew — faarR A (1/72)

.

°1T2huﬁ&lm

National test

Test Body
e T

NEET-UG

NEET NTA
jIIEEEE Main NTA
U
z(E;TC'NET NTA for UGC

J

e Regulators | Famme  {f

» UGC —set up 1956
(UGC Act)

UGC 1956

» UGC Regulations
2018 — faculty hiring rules

2018

> NEP proposes HECI
single regulator
HECI

. J

Class24

NEP 2020 link | NEP
2020

» Aim: critical thinking
over rote learning
JTAI-THD feda-
» GER 50% in higher
education by 2035
50% GER

» Multidisciplinary
universities

Jgfawa®
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Metrics to minds — universities — in depth (2/2)
fayfaeneal #1330 — faaR 4 (2/2)
G NEP 2020: new UG pathway | a1 |Td® ART Pr 7Y ° Did you know’)?
» NTA was set up in 2017
NTA 2017
4- year UG Multiple exit Academic Multidisciplina > Radhakrishnan
4 qifg 98- Bank of ry Commission (1948) — first
Cd'gg'tts gfaTa® university education
Honours / Cert / diploma Cre ored Mix subjects ISQ|
research UHIUUA hisc ﬁﬁlﬂﬂﬁ commission
3T 1948
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Metrics to minds — universities — Map & Diagram

fayfaemayl o1 3exy — ARG 9 3Rd

Who regulates higher education - today and under NEP 2020

Ministry of Education

UGC
(universities)

AICTE
(technical)

NCTE
(teacher ed.)

NTA
(entrance tests)

NEP 2020 proposal: one umbrella regulator - HECI - with four verticals

J

NHERC
Regulation

NAC
Accreditation

HEGC
Funding

GEC
Learning outcomes
& standards

Class24

Medical (NMC) and legal (BCl) education stay outside HECI
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Read the vis.ual

EECIREE

» Today: UGC, AICTE,
NCTE + NTA
3T fraTae

» NEP: one umbrella
body HECI
HECI

» 4 verticals: NHERC,
NAC, HEGC, GEC

4 T
» NMC, BCI stay
outside

dTe}
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U.S. midterms & stakes for India
AR®Y gearafy gAma

Class24

U.S. midterms as Donald Trumpss test, stakes for India

ith less than three weeks to go before

Americans vote in the midterm

elections on November 3, 2026; the
polls are so called because they fall midway
through a President’s four-year term. The

2024, would be the State’s first Indian-American
Governor. He now trails the Democrat, Amy
Acton, a former State Health director, by six
points in one recent poll and nine in another. A
poor national mood for Republicans explains
much of this.

His campaign has also faced open hostility

citizenship to register, pressed Republican States
to redraw their congressional maps in
mid-decade, and called on Republicans to “take
over” voting in some places.

He has not ruled out sending immigration
agents or the National Guard to polling stations.,
Federal law bars armed agents from polling

President is not on the ballot. Unlike india's s towards his Indian heritage and Hindu faith, from laces, and officials say immigration agents will

Ek‘ﬂf"" Cut_!umssmn. the -Un_ncd States’ federal Anil Raman a primary rival and onﬁr ~ part of a wider rise gol patrol them, but tlzc thm.ftralunc?wy keep

fm;’s“;'j?;;“m;g: ‘\izzsn:z‘ndm" A retired Brigadier in anti-Indian rhetoric on the American right some voters at home, Asked whether he would
o at i fepatatio :b)' st dad and 3 research fellow since the H-1B debate. accept a defeat, Mr. Trump said he would, if the

I“’"" ing are managed primarily by s in the Geopolitics Midterms usually serve as a verdict on the elections are honest,

O Aty tdery decemralllscd Ry Rroge of President, and the President’s party usually loses

:;cu:tisgt:n?tsoml;;hﬁ embusﬁ,g:ung f:ﬁﬂﬁ.'."’ seats. In this case, President Donald Trump has Impact on India

centres and count votes. Many Americans vote
early, by post or in person, and counting can tiake
days.

Voters will choose the Congress that shapes
the President’s last two years. All 435 seats in the
House of Representatives are due for election,
since members serve two-year terms. In the
Senate, where members serve six years, 35 of the

made this election about himself, even if many
Republican candidates would have preferred
otherwise, [n September, the Republicans held
their firse-ever midterm convention, in Dallas,
built around Mr. Trump. He is now on a rally tour
of at least 17 States, telling supporters to “pretend
I'm on the ballot", His approval stands at about
30%, and registered voters prefer the Democrats

For India, the election comes at a difficult
moment. U.S, tariffs on Indian goods rose to 50%
in 2025 before a February framework cut them to
18%, and the interim deal is still unsigned. On
September 18, Mr. Trump signed a law allowing
tariffs of up to 100% on the largest buyers of
Russian energy, including India, with 58 House
Democrats voting for it. The $1,00,000 fee on

10€ seats are up for election, including special for Congress by around eight points, new H-1B visas and Washington's warmth towards
elections in Ohlo and Florida. Republicans hold a Pakistan add to the strain.
narrow majority in the House, where 218 seats The key issues A recent study by the Takshashila Institution,

are needed for control, and 53 seats in the
Senate, so the Democrats need a net gain of four,
Voters in States, including Callfornia, Texas and
Florida, will also elect 39 Governors, Those
elected now will be in office for the 2028
presidential election, and many will sign off on its
results.

On the forecasts
The forecasts favour the Democrats in the House,

I'he midrerm
clections will
test the US.

Five issues dominate. The first is the cost of
living, as groceries, housing and fuel grow dearer
and tariffs push prices up, The second is the war
with Iran, launched with Israel in late February
2026, which is unpopalar and has made fuel
costlier. The third is immigration, where large
deportation raids have cost the Republicans their
old advantage, The fourth is health care, where
cuts to Medicaid, the public insurance
programme for low-income Americans, are

based on 42 interviews in Washington, found that
support for India in Congress is wide but shallow,
Groups opposed to cheap imports, skilled
migration, and Russian oil money are smaller, but
they care more, and they vote. India had friends
rather than costs: many members liked India but
no member paid a price for harming it.

A Democratic House could ease the treatment
of Indian students and workers and press to end a
war that has raised India’s ofl bill. It is unlikely to

:mmb;x&ﬁk\:ﬁ:ﬁ: seals.r'(l;:';:;::‘ ;m © p"""‘k_'".' S among the administration’s least popular change the tariffs or the Russia law. A President
closer, with Democrats narrowly ahead in Texas, leadesship. measures. The fifth, crime in America’s cities, Is weakened at home may also look abroad for wins
Jowa and Michigan. congressional the Republicans' strongest card, and the issue on | — either a trade deal with India or fresh pressure

Indian readers would closely follow the race
for Ohio Governor, Vivek Ramaswamy, who
sought the Republican presidential nomination in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

control and the
future of
India relations

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

which Mr. Trump polls best.
The campaign is also shadowed by fears about
the vote itself. Mr. Trump has pushed for proof of

on it. New Delhi should expect the relationship to
be decided in the White House, whoever controls
Congress.
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U.S. Midterms as Donald Trump’s Test,

Stakes for India

3 GER 2026 & SMNDT HeATARI AT APUFT ¢U BT TRE - HIIH BT A0 HRA & AMUR, SRW, H-1B 3R
99 R 3R STA

What is at stake : 1= Stakes for India
T el W QKGV issues | TEE Y IS YRA W SRR

( \ » Cost of living, tariffs > Tariffs 50% — 18%;
435 35/100 HEITS interim deal unsigned

3 Nov 2026
3 7997

House seats Senate seats
(all) » lran war (from Feb
PSRRI 2026), fuel prices > Law: up to 100% tariff
S / IS on Russian-oil buyers
100%
39 ~30% > Immigration, Medicaid ’ f
Governors Trump approval cuts, crime g $1,’OO’OOO ee on new H-
STUATI 1B visas
H-1B Y[ch
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U.S. midterms & stakes for India — in depth (1/2)
ARet Aeamafd e — AR & (1/2)

U.S. Congress . U.S. vs India elections India in Congress
° MRS HIN au qaT gl e 7 ¥ YRd
House » U.S.: States & » Support “wide but
AT 9T ¥ counties run elections shallow™ (Takshashila
435 members é(t):té)z Per g I study)
435
100 » India: ECI (Art 324) HTIP ¥ 3YcTl
cyearterm | b-yeartenm runs them centrally » Opponents fewer, but
2 Y 6 Y .
All seats every ECI more motivated
1/3 2 . gfehyg
2 };ﬁs @_ever b » U.S. Senate = Rajya faret
N Sabha — but directly » Relationship decided in
elected the White House
e A9 T3¢ T3
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U.S. midterms & stakes for India — in depth (2/2)
MRet Aeamafd e — fAaR ¥ (2/2)

Did you know?

G U.S. election calendar | gATd a8 &

T 3TY STd 8?
» Midterms fall midway
through the 4-year
Prlmarles Vote: 3 No 3 Jan 2027 Nov 2028 prESidentiaI term
\Y
2026 3 ST TR 2028 qeATafy
R » U.S. President’s party
Party picks Midterms New Congress Presidential usually loses seats in
AR CIZELR BN TEa g midterms
i gedl

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 31



ARTICLE 5 « INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS — USA | SiaRRTERI WaY - rafvet

U.S. midterms & stakes for India — Map & Diagram
AR gearafy gaa — gHRE 9 3R9

Why Congress matters: how a U.S. law is made

Class24

House passes

Bill introduced —B= (simple majority)

Senate passes President signs

—f (60 votes toend p - LAW

filibuster)

r /‘—
./ )

A"L’

Split Congress after midterms
- “gridlock”: harder to pass laws,
budgets, trade deals

President VETOES - Congress can override
with 2/3 vote in BOTH Houses

Senate alone: confirms judges & officials, ratifies treaties (2/3)

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Read the visual

EECIREE

» Bill must pass House +
Senate

» Senate needs 60 votes
to end filibuster

60 dic

» Veto override: 2/3 in
both Houses
2/3

» Split Congress —
gridlock

TRy
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Tigray: Ethiopia—Eritrea war fears

feor Terd

Tigray conflict revives fears of Ethiopia-Eritrea war

| e et

R
] St Larnenn e TS st ot Svoos cebed v

NEWS ANALYNIS

Sharmmta
Yenkatasuhramandan

peace agreement pat

an end to two years of
birual conflict in Exhiopia’s
Tigrany region. Almost four
woars laer, the comflice bas
resurfaced, with the Tigray
Peaple’s Liberation Froet
(TPLF) hirviny formed an
allance with other armed
oppasitan facticas, and
the Erhiopian governiment
forves msarsaging o reclaim
comntrol of Mekelle, the cap-
#tal of the reglon. At the
same time, the conflict bas
ramex] the threat of direct
milicary confrontagion bee
ween  Erhlopls  and  as
neighbous, Eritrea.

Ethiopian forces, aong
with  their allies, live
marched o several
towns in the Tigray region
towards the Eritrean boe-
der. Measmwhile, reports an
Eritrean foeces being pre-
sent in Erthiopia’s terraory
are still under dispeate, and
there sre po diplomic re-
lations lelt between the
W0 COUNTTies anynsine

The reasons for thas con
flict go back to the polrical
transformation in Ethiops
and the okl rivaley Det
ween the regians,

For almust theee de-
cades, the TILF dominat-
od the raling coalition of
Ethiopla. That ended in
2088, when Abiy Ahmed
becure Prime Misister. He
made peace with Eritrex’s
President, Esatas Afwerkl,

l n November 2022, a

A porg v tiwy

clasing the stand-off left by
the 1998-2000 barder war.
and won the Nobel Peace
Prize for i

The govertment started
centralising political pow-
ers, and at the same tine,
the relsionship berween
the government and the
TPLF warsene]. The TPLE,
with a strang nfloence in
Tray, perceived the go-
vernment as a danger 1o
the regin's sovereignty
and refused to join the
ooalitkon

“Unconstitutional polls’
Tension between the TILF
and the goveroement -
creased In 2020 as the
TPLF conducted regional
elections in Tigray despite
the decision by the federsd
FOVErTIment 10 postpone
mational elections due 1o
the cutbreak of the corana-
virus pandemic, The form-
or chimed that the federal
govermment  deliberately
ed conducting the

elections and that the pan-
demic was tot the only
reason for It

The Tigray regonal go-
vernment  claimed  that
their elections were nol
unconstiutional while Ad-
dis Abaha declared them
legal, further deepening
the dispuse

The situation worsenwed
In November 2020 when
federul forces  deployed
military wo fght in Tgray.

Troops from the Ethio-
plan government, Amhara
forces, and Eritrea fought
agalest the TPLF and its
military wing. TOF, or T
fray Defence Foroes.

bt o 30 ey el e ey el o et
0 o 1 e o s 0 0 0 g 80 1 ] s of i £ 98 A T ) S AT

During the war, many
peaple were internally dis-
placed and suffered foodd
shoctages. Cases of mass
killings and rapes were al
50 reported.  Although
ere are many estinsates,
the toead rumber of casual-
thes are not certain, There
are reports from Ghent Un-
Pversity that the war led o
about 5.00,000 dearhs,

A cessarkn-of hostilitles
agreement that was skened
m Pretocs, Svuth Adrica,
brokered by the African
Unioa (AU} In Nevember
2022 put an end to the
farge-scale viokence, The
agreement covered such
wems i disarmamens, res
weatiom of the govern-
ment's contral over the
areq, provision of huemani-
tarkan assistance, and repa
wiation of the displaced

However, Eritres, which
fought wgether with Ethio
pla, did not s the agree
ment, which later mar-
ered i grest deal.

The deal also kdt hard
questions open like who
disarms Tigrman forces,
who contrals terrtory hekd
v Amhara militgas, axd
whete Tigray fins in the fed-
eral system. The demoblll
saton and re-imegration of
the Tigrayan forces was
among other Bsues that
sl needed addressing.

Then the TPLF began to
fracture.

The collapse of the
peace process went hand
m hand with deep divi
saans emnergingg in the TPLF
ranks.

Leadership  dsagree

Fe

Tight watche Ethicplan polce pory
riung hostilties with the TPLFeo OV

ments  in the TPLF
emerged  regarding  the
party’s relations wich 1he
federal government and
the Pretoris agreement,
In March 2025, Geta-
chew Reda, who headed
the transtional administra-
tiom in the regon, was
ousted becsuse of diffe-
rences with the hardiine
chemenes in the party. By
2006, the faction Jed by De-
bretsson  Gebeemichael
fock caniyol of the palitical
machine In the region,

Civil unrest
The relations between the
Ty orsd the federal go-
vermment deteriorazed In
to a military conflict be-
cause of pofitical Gsputes

On Sepriember 20, seven
armed groups anpounced
an alllance with a stated
aim of overthrowing Mr,
Ably's goveromens and In
stalling a  ansitional
admiristration.

Three days Eiver thwe
TPLF-bed alllance atracked
government forces acriss
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monned patrol in Mekelle amid
Dcrokar § A

Tigray, Amhara and Afar.
The rebels wok Mekelle,
the Tigrayan capital, and
its airport, They did not
bold it long. The army
leaned on drones and air
power, and a pro-govern-
ment Tigravan milits, the
Tigray Peace Force, lought
alongside it. The rebeds an-
nounced their withdrawal
from Mekelle on October 3,
and  government-allied
forces moved in. The TPLF
said its regional govern-
ment would operate from
samewhere else

While the takeover of
Mekelle has pus the federal
lorces in charge of Tigray's
regronal capital city, it is
far from the end of the
Insurgency.

After entering Mekelle,
government-backed forces
moved north along main
roads toward the Eritrean
border in eardy October.

In accordance with a
Reuters report on October
13, the Exhioplan forces
harve since moved further
to a border town, which

was under the control of
the TOF before.

‘The conflice has spilled
bevand Tigray. The Amba-
ra Insurgency has impact-
ed the transportation
routes of the federal forces,
while the fighting in Afar
poses a threat to the corm-
dor connecting Addis Aba
st and Dyiboutd. This corrd-
dor  scrves the vast
majority of Ethdopia’s mar-
itime trade.

Complicated battleficld
The situation on the bartle-
field is, therefore, much
move complicated than the
simple winning of the go
vernment. The conrol of
bag cities provides the go
vernment with an advan-
tage, but does not mean
that the TPLF was defeated
andd that the government
can restore order in the
reglon.

With regard to the by
man cost, although most of
the evidence & still thin be-
case of communicatons
disruption, Human Rights
Watch says it has received
reports of civilians killed
and wounded by sheliing
in sowhern Tigray, and
that some health Gacilities
head to shunt

One of the most danger-
ous consequences of the
renewed contiict in Tigray
may be the direct war bet-
ween Ethiopes and Eritrea.

These two  countries
luve a history of bad refs-
tons, From 1998 o 2000,
they were engaged in a bar-
der war, and thelr relation
ship did not improve for
many vears afterward,

During the 20202022
war in Tigray, Eritrean
troaps were fighting along
withs the troops of the Eth-
lopdan federal government
against the TPLF, However,
thedr relations deteriorated
due to Eritrea’s exclusion
from the Pretoria
negotiations.

On October 9, Exhiopia
informed the UN Security
Council about the inr
shon of Ertrean troops into
its territory up to 60 km
deep Into Tigray amd in-
voked Article 51 of the UN
Charter, Eritrea, however,
dendes invading Ethlopia.

its Poreign Minisaer, Os-
man Saleh, wrote 1o the
council that Exhiopia had
made a “deplorable decla-
ration of war® and he
called upon the Security
Councll to ke action
against Exhiopia

According to Erltrea,
Ethiopia's desire for access
to the Red Sea poses a
threat to the sovereignty of
Eritreq.

The deterioration of re-
lations is evident from the
fact that the Ethiopian go-
vernment shut down its
mission in Asmara, while
Eritrea ended its diplomat-
ic ties with Exhiopia, Both
parties gave contradictory
statemnents at the UN,

Ethiopia lost its coas
tline when Eritrea became
independent in 1993 and
now relies on Diibouti for
most of its sea trade. After
being sworn in for a new
five-year term on October
5, Mr. Ably told Parllament
that Exthiop&'s modemisy-
ton cannot be realised

withaut sea access,

Exhiopian officials say
they want it through dia
logue. Ethiopia has point-
ed out the country’s histor-
ical links with the sea, but
the Ethloplan government
states that they seck access
through peaceful means.

In January 2024, Ethio-
pia signed & memorandum
with Somaliland that of
fered a naval base in retum
for possible recognition,
which angered Somalia.
Eritrea fears that the real
target Is its port of Assab.

The immediate question
is whether the Ethiopian
Army will be able to solidy
1y their territorial gains
without risking a full scale
military cunfrontation
with Eritrea. The remain
ing military capabilities of
the TPLF, the stance of the
Eritrean forces aloag the
barder, and the coheston
of the oppasition alfiance
will define the future
course of the conflict.

UN  Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has ap
pealed to both sides to stop
hostilities and resume ne-
gotiations In accordance
with the Pretoria agree
ment

However, a sustainable
settlement would be more
complex than just stopplng
hastilities. It wouk! have to
discuss the political stand-
ing ol Tigray, contested ter-
ritories, disarmament, dis
placed  people, and
accountability of the viols-
tons. Moreover, Ethiopis
and Eritrea would have to
resove their security is
sues without violence.
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Tigray: Ethiopia—Eritrea war fears — Map & Diagram
o Jad — ufes 9 e

Horn of Africa: Tigray conflict & landlocked Ethiopia’s sea question

Read the visual

| Red Sea ' ‘ »7 ﬁaaﬁ_m

» Tigray — northern
Ethiopia; capital Mekelle

Sudan

[Asmara (Eritreaﬂ

SEESD Pt : » Eritrea split from
[ . Ethiopia in 1993
|Mekelle (Tigray capital) | { ~ Afar ,/ﬁ ' cuiroraden 1993

Amhara 7
|

\ » Landlocked Ethiopia
‘ relies on Djibouti port

P
/”’ jibouti -
/. =3 g:;ii::it;'gor:ltain sea link
» Eritrea fears Ethiopia
ETHIOEIA eyes Assab port
Tigray region (TPLF)
Eritrea (independent 1993) a-l-\qa
Djibouti
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Tigray Conflict Revives Fears
of Ethiopia—Eritrea War
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» TPLF-led alliance of 7
armed groups (Sept 20)
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» Took then lost Mekelle;
army retook it Oct 3

Hebel

» Ethiopia tells UNSC
Eritrea entered 60 km
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» Ethiopia landlocked
since 1993
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» Abiy: modernisation
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» Eritrea fears loss of
Assab port

3d 48

Class24

ngn oj Africa
gi+ 3l spisT

&

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

35



ARTICLE 6 * INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS — AFRICA | 3IeRRTSTI HeY - 3pIpT

Tigray: Ethiopia—Eritrea war fears — in depth (1/2)
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» Abiy Ahmed - Ethiopia
PM (new 5-yr term)
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» |salas Afwerki —
Eritrea President
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.

» Pretoria deal brokered
by African Union
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» Ethiopia invoked Art
51, UN Charter (self-
defence)

3. 51

» UN chief Guterres
urges ceasefire
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» Horn sits on Red Sea -
Bab-el-Mandeb route

» Key for India’s Suez
trade & energy
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» India—Ethiopia: African
Union HQ in Addis Ababa
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Tigray: Ethiopia—Eritrea war fears — in depth (2/2)
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» Ethiopia is Africa’s 2nd
most populous country

GERT I SHfeU®

» Ethiopia & Egypt joined
BRICS in 2024
BRICS 2024
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* CONSUMER AFFAIRS

E-commerce: Why the price
you seeis not what you pay

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
& ANIL SAsI

THE FURORE over Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR)on UPI transactions hasbrought back
intofocus other charges that run counterto
the idea of catalysing India’s digital push.
These include platform fees and conveni-
encecharges, which havebecomean indus-
try-wide practice across online services
spanning food and grocery delivery, e-com-
merce, entertainment and travel.
Compounding this are so-called ‘dark
patterns’ used by online platforms, which
can further obfuscate the real price a con-

*THEDARKPATTERNS OF ONLINESHOPPING

How e-commerce platforms use deceptive tactics to influence purchases and increase costs

DRIP PRICING
Advertising a lower

priceupfront.but F—__
revealing additional | @ |~ =

charges such as (|
platform fees,

handling fees or
convenience fees only at checkout.

BASKET SNEAKING
Automatically adding

paid services, )
subscriptions, .
insurance or charity
donationstoa
customer’s cart
without their consent.

FALSE URGENCY
Displaying

misleading /f \\
messages such as L )
“Only 2 left" or il

countdown timers to
pressure customers into
making immediate purchases.

BAIT AND SWITCH
Advertising a product
or service atan
attractive price,

but offering
something different
Of more expensive
when the customer proceeds.

SUBSCRIPTION TRAPS
Making subscriptions
easy to activate but
difficult to cancel,
often through

hidden cancellation
options or lengthy
procedures.

DISGUISED ADVERTISEMENTS
Presenting paid

promotions as

ordinary product '\,_?
recommendations, g
reviews or other ——r

content without clearly

identifying them as advertisements.

17 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Dark patterns, ‘convenience’ charges,
‘platform’ fees: Small add-on charges
are adding up to big revenues for
companies and costs for customers

In August, India’s Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA)observed that
quick commerce firm Zepto was showinga
lower price initially to lure consumers, but
was adding additional handling charges
and applying a fee for its membership plan
without customers’ consent. Calling this a
case of ‘basket sneaking,' the CCPA imposed
a fine of Rs 7 lakh on Zepto and directed it
to discontinue its “dark patterns”,

Dark patterns on e-commerce are de-
ceptive user-interface designs that trick
shoppers into making unintended pur-
chases or sharing data. Basket sneaking is
adeceptive design tactic where a platform
automatically adds an extra product or ser-
vice to users’ shopping carts without their
explicit consent, usually through pre-
checked boxes, hidden line items, or forced
bundles during the checkout process.

In the online ticketing sector, the price
initially shown to a consumer can change
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can rurther obruscate the real price a con-
sumer has to pay, including by revealing
charges late in the checkout process or ad-
ding services without explicit consent.
What started small — as an experiment by
Swiggy three years ago with a modest Rs 2

dard across these sectors.

Paying for ‘convenience’
Far from remaining small add-on

jack up the final pricing of products while
obfuscating their real cost until the final
step of checkout. Similarly, convenience
fees represent an inflated add-on charge,

Mitally ShOWn 1o a CONSUMer can change
over the course of the booking process.
Take travel aggregator Yatra. A search
for a flight ticket first shows all available op-
tions along with the cost. Upon clicking a
suitable option, the following page that

per transaction add-on — has since be- charges, both platform and convenience Whose evenasanonlinetransactionactuallysaves  loads gives a breakdown of the fare, which
come standard practice across major food  fees have become significant revenue  convenience? thecompanyofferingtheservicebothcosts  includesthe base fare, fuel surcharges, user
and grocery delivery platforms, including  streams for the companies that levy them. ? and resources on things such as physical  development fees, and GST.
Zomato and Blinkit. Even Amazon India IRCTC collects convenience fees on e- Online staff and brick-and-mortar infrastructure. Until here, there is no mention of the so-
now charges customers Rs 5 for servicing  ticket bookingsat therate of Rs 15+ GST per transactions “The word convenience chargeitselfis  called convenience fee that Yatra.com
on most orders. ticket for non-AC classes and Rs 30 + GST actually save ananomaly, giventhatitistheservicepro- charges, and itis only revealed on the sub-
The charges nowcutacrossalmostevery  per ticket for AC classes. Foruserswho  companiescosts ~ Viderwhoisbenefitingby offeringthatser-  sequent page when a user clicks on ‘pro-
majorcategory ofonlineconsumption.Or-  make online payment for e-tickets through and resources on vice online. Say, ticket sales: instead of  ceed to pay”. So, it takes three webpages to
dering food on Swiggy or Zomatoattractsa  the BHIM/UPI payment mode, the fee is Hinessuchas needing to have a physical counter with  load, and right when a user hastoinput her
platform fee; buying goods on Amazon slightly reduced to Rs 10 per ticket for non- BS 3 staff to see tickets, the entire thing is now  payment details does the website reveal an
India comes with a marketplace fee; book-  AC classesand Rs 20 along with applicable stafl f‘“d happeningonline. It'sagain fortheservice  added convenience charge. This is not a
ingamovieticket on BookMyShowattracts  GST for AC Class, IRCTC says the reduction physical provider. Instead, the customerissaddled  Yatra-specific strategy, but is prevalent
an internet handling or convenience fee;  forthese specific payment modesisto “pro- infrastructure. withanadditional chargeeventhoughthe across the sector and platforms like
bookingatrainticket through IRCTCcomes  mote digital payments, thereby fulfilling ® service provider isbenefiting by offeringit = MakeMyTrip and Goibibo, among others.
withaconvenience fee; and similarcharges  the Digital India mission of the Govern- the digital way. That is ironic,” a retired This strategy is commonly referred to
areimposed byairlinesand onlinetravelag- ment of India™. Yet, even as chiefof atechnology regulatortold Theln-  as ‘drip pricing’. India’s Guidelines for Pre-
gregators when customers book flights. In the June 2026 quarter, IRCTC made online dian Express. vention and Regulation of Dark Patterns,
That spread issignificantgiven howon-  Rs 248 crore from convenience fees, ac- transactions . 2023 define it asa practice whereelements
line transactions have evolved from being  counting for over 18% of the company’s  pave evolved into Wl_xa { Cha"ges.f rom headline of prices are not revealed upfront or are re-
analternativeto physical channelsintothe  total revenue in the period, which stood at diodebilt macds priceto final bill vealed surreptitiously within the user ex-

default mode of accessing many of these
services. Food delivery isinherently anon-
line business, while a large majority of re-

Rs 1,369 crore, but more than 68% of the
platform’s Rs 361 crore revenue from e-
ticketing services. Though Swiggy and Zo-

of accessing
services, itis

Then there is the question of how and
at what stage these additional charges are
disclosed to a consumer.

perience; or revealing the price post-con-
firmation of purchase, i.e. charging an
amount higher than the amount disclosed

served railway tickets are nowbooked digi-  mato do not report specificbreakdownsof  customers who The Department of Consumer Affairs  at checkout. In short, drip pricing is a de-
tally. Movie and flight bookings, too, have  howmuch theyearned from platformfees,  find themselves  had earlier intervened after receivingcom-  ceptive sales tactic where companies ad-
steadily shifted online. industry analysts estimated that each com- saddled witha plaints against e-commerce platforms vertise only a low initial “headline price’

Yet, rather than the cost of transacting  pany makes roughly Rs 1,000 crore toRs seoarite laver of charging extra for cash-on-delivery,aprac-  and then reveal mandatory fees, taxes, or
digitally getting subsumed withintheprice 1,200 crore from these charges annually. 2% o y ticeclassified asadark patternthatmisleads ~ service charges incrementally (‘dripping’
of the underlying service, a separate layer But these charges present multiple charges. and exploits consumers. On these charges, them) as the customer moves through the
of charges has increasingly become stan-  contradictions. Take platform fees, which  s——————  thereis a certain policy ambivalence. checkout process.
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E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees — in depth (1/2)
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.
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. . Fees at
Drip pricing checkout
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Basket ltems added
sneaking silentl
False urgency “Only 2 left”
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Dark patterns Legal framework

.

"

Consumer tips

» Consumer Protection
Act, 2019

2019 3fferfrayg

» CCPA - regulator under
the Act (2020)

CCPA

» Dark Patterns
Guidelines, 2023 - 13
patterns banned

13 BeA
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» Check the final price
befqre paying

3ifaq gea
» Untick pre-checked
boxes
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» Complain: National
Consumer Helpline 1915
1915
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E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees — in depth (2/2)
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Did you know?

G From headline price to final bill | H\Fﬂ'\ﬁﬁﬁw

T 3TY ST 82

» National Consumer

% Day — 24 December

Headlme price Taxes, Convenience Flnal |II &8

URfU® g surcharges fee » World Consumer

E3 gfaem e Rights Day — 15 March
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E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees — Map & Diagram
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Read the visual
Cheated online? India’s consumer grievance system (CPA 2019) ﬁﬁ 3?3[ ?Ill's:l
‘ | » Step 1: complain to
Cfr:l;lta?r‘: :o :'he Naiti?ni:egorztsumer —b‘ File csatse: :'n:'l:r'te p l ath r”l
platform / seller Helpline 1915 / app on e-Daakhi w
Three-tier Consumer Commissions (by value of goods/services) > Step 2: help”ne 1915
1915
District Commission b State Commission 4 Nation(ah:((::g'r‘ncr;\ission > Step 3: e-Daakhil
up to 50 lakh ¥50 lakh - X2 crore above 82 crors Online case
CCPA (2020) acts on its own against dark patterns: > CommiSSionS: %50
class action, recalls, fines . .
lakh / 2 crore limits
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ARTICLE 8 « HEALTH — FOOD SAFETY | ¥TRY — WTe] R&T

FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket

FSSAI

SALE OF RICE BRAN OILWITH MISLEADING CLAIMS

FSSAI acts against
Flipkart, BigBasket

® Regulator issues
notices to 3 other
companies as well

FE BUREAU
Neow Delld, October 14

THE FOOD SAFETY and Stan
dards Authority of India
{FSSAL) has issued notices 1o
Flipkart Indsa, Innovative
lietail Concepts (Highasket)
and Gemini Edibdes & Fais
India over alleged misleading
health datms made for Froe
dom Cooking Rice Bran Oil

According to FSSAL the rice
brean odl was promoted oo ¢
comeneece plattorms and social
media with claims such as
“reduces bad cholesterol and
maincaknsfincreases good cho
lesterol™ and “10,000+ FPM
Natural Oryzanol®, knking ks
consumption to cholesterol
nanagestent aisd heart health

FSSALsakd the cholesterol
and heart-health claims were
“not  covered/permittod”
under the applicable provi
slons of the Food Satecy and
Standards {Advertising and
Claims) Regulations, 2013
for edible vegetabl
Including rice bran ol

The food safet
abso flagged Germin
sedling foodd purod
its own e-comm
without appearing to hold a
valid central licence covering
& commerce acthvaty.

The companies fisve been
directed to show cause why
action shoubd not be Inikiated
againat them under the Food

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

FOOD SAFETY CONCERNS

E

e

M e T
# Licence of # Licence of DNV Food Products
Inaervintanni suspended for vielations related
canocelied for to hygiene, sanitation and storage

continued noey

camplisnce with B Gemini Edibles & Fats Incha served
food safety rules notice far selfing products
own websito without

anvd regulationy

" Delhi Radisson Blu served
notice over hygiene lapses

FSSAIISSUED AN impruve-
ment notice tn Radissan Bh
Hotel, Dvthi, Nagging poor
sutation, pest activity, mad
equate food procurement
chedisand itogonper segregs
thom of food (tems. The hotol
Tiays been directed 10 undee-
take cocrectave measares and
submit & detailod action-

Safetyand Standards Act, 2006,
Saparately, FSSAI suspended
DNV Food Products Hoence with
immedsate effect after foding
that food was being manafac

tured, packd and stoved umder
unbyglenic conditions. The
Boence of food business opera

takens nepost. Tl 0 Loy
ply could lead to further
wction, inchuding suspaension
nf its heence” FSSAL saad ina
sockal media post, The food
sofety regudator also noted
Inadequate deaning and saal
tisation, stagnant water, and
peobilesns with drainage and
food wiste,  —FE BUREAY

tor [hanvitanmni was akso can
colled arter the flnm was fovexd
to be operating desprte an ear
Ler suspensioa. FSSAT sakd the
corrective measures submitted
by the company were unsatis
factory and several violations
renained unaddressed

2> Class24
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FSSAI Acts against Flipkart,

BigBasket over Misleading Claims

FSSAI A A 9 & “TRE Tl ge” S YUTHS WA 3141 WR fRausTd, famarde R Siftrt ufeas
ﬁﬁﬁvﬂﬂgg;wmw g fAeifaarg

° The case | ST@T 6 e Who got notices a Other actions

FSS Act 2006
el GEl

» Product: Freedom Cooking > Flipkart India » DNV Food Products —
Rice Bran Ol g licence suspended

NESEIERG _ . freifaa

. » BigBasket (Innovative
> Claims: “reduces bad - > Jhanvitanni — licence
) Retail Concepts)

cholesterol”, “10,000+ PPM cancelled
Oryzanol” Ia”anasa 3T

ard > Gemini Edibles —also | | . o
» Claims not permitted for no e-commerce licence imp;\/;ﬁggt nolii’cee '
edible oils St

rgafa & '{[%I'R:ﬁﬁﬂ

\
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FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket — in depth (1/2)
FSSAl FRATs — favaR | (1/2)

© ~ooutrssal | Fssal iR e B miQ ool o
Feature > Advertising & Claims » Eat Right India

Law

BT FSS Act, 2006 farTo 9 gra » State Food Safety
Ministry Health & Family » Labelling & Display Index (released on 7
kL) Weltare Regs, 2020 June)

m 2008 LI N K CEDED

HQ NI > E-commerc_e sellers » Food Safet){ on
qeTe™ need FSSAI licence Wheels — mobile labs

3-PIAY AZAY HieTsd a4

\ J \ J \ y,
49
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ARTICLE 8 « HEALTH — FOOD SAFETY | TRRY - MT<l YRET

FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket — in depth (2/2)
FSSAI BIRATg — fawR | (2/2)

Class24

Did you know?

G FSSAI enforcement ladder | W@%W

T 3T AT 82

» World Food Safety
Day — 7 June

7 9[-
Inspection Notlce Suspensmn Cancellation
fArdtaror g > Rice bran oil is rich in
gamma-oryzanol (an
Samples, claims Show-cause If not fixed Repeat violation antioxidant
PRSI TR T T aﬁl)%ﬁﬂi’?r

.
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ARTICLE 8 « HEALTH — FOOD SAFETY | ¥TRY — HTe] R&T

FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket — Map & Diagram
FSSAl BIRAT§ — AT 9 ARG

Food safety system: who checks, and which licence you need

Class24

FSSAI
(Centre) >

Commissioner of < Designated Officer
Food Safety (State) (District)

> Food Safety
Officer (field)

Licence tiers by annual turnover

Basic Registration
up to ¥12 lakh
(small vendors)

o

State Licence

Central Licence
above 20 crore,

¥12 lakh - 20 crore importers, e-commerce

Penalties under FSS Act 2006: misleading ads up to 10 lakh; unsafe food can mean jail

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

-

Read the visual

EECIREE

» FSSAI — State
Commissioner —» DO —
FSO

erdr

» Basic registration: up to
12 lakh
12 dId

» State licence: ¥12
lakh—=¥20 crore

Ty

» Central: >%20 crore,
importers, e-com

CgoL
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 -« Topic: China tech curbs — critical minerals

Which of the following statements about Rare Earth
Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct? 1.
Modern technologies such as Al, robotics and space
exploration make extensive use of REEs. 2. China has
the highest share in REE mining, followed by India. 3.
India launched the National Critical Mineral Mission
(NCMM) in 2025 to build self-reliance in critical
minerals. 4. REEs are a set of 13 metallic elements.

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 3 only
(c)1,3and 4
(d)1,2and 4

.

RRB ALP 2025 CBT-2

Exam date: 28 Jul 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Photovoltaics

A solar cell operates on the principle of the:

(a) Electrochemical effect
(b) Heating effect

(c) Piezoelectric effect
(d) Photovoltaic effect

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

RRB ALP 2025 CBT-2

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: China tech curbs — critical minerals

Exam date: 28 Jul 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Photovoltaics

Which of the following statements about Rare Earth A solar cell operates on the principle of the:
Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct? 1.
Modern technologies such as Al, robotics and space
exploration make extensive use of REEs. 2. China has
the highest share in REE mining, followed by India. 3.
India launched the National Critical Mineral Mission

(NCMM) in 2025 to build self-r_eliance in critical minerals. (a) Electrochemical effect
4. REEs are a set of 13 metallic elements. (b) Heating effect
(c) Piezoelectric effect
(a) 1 and 3 only (d) Photovoltaic effect
(b) 3 only
(c)1,3and 4
(d)1,2and 4
Answer:_(a) REEs are 17 elements; India is not 2nd in mining. Answer: (d) Light directly produces electric current.
1 3R 31 Wicidlfecd YT |
\_ J \_ J
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬁﬁmﬁ'\’@%

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: Maritime — Navy & ocean

Which of the following statements with regard
to India’s Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct? 1.
It was launched by the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways. 2. Matsya-6000 is
designed to carry three people. 3.
Samudrayaan is a project under this mission.

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3

.

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: Civil aviation regulation

Which of the following statements about
Insurance in aviation sector is/are correct? 1.
Aviation Hull Insurance covers the physical
aircraft, including its body, engine and on-board
equipment. 2. Under the Montreal Convention
(1999), airlines are strictly liable to pay
compensation to the family or nominee of every
deceased passenger, without the family having
to prove fault.

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: Maritime — Navy & ocean

Which of the following statements with regard to
India’s Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct? 1. It was
launched by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways. 2. Matsya-6000 is designhed to carry three
people. 3. Samudrayaan is a project under this
mission.

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer:_(b) Run by Ministry of Earth Sciences.
Had 2 3R 3|

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 - Topic: Civil aviation regulation

Which of the following statements about insurance in
aviation sector is/are correct? 1. Aviation Hull
Insurance covers the physical aircraft, including its
body, engine and on-board equipment. 2. Under the
Montreal Convention (1999), airlines are strictly liable
to pay compensation to the family or nominee of
every deceased passenger, without the family having
to prove fault.

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only
(c)Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

.

Ansv%: (c) Both correct (most answer keys).
I
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r

.

China’s recent draft export-control plan
(“Announcement No. 48”) covers technologies in:

%ﬂﬂaﬁ"aﬁwﬁ'@uywaﬁ’faﬁaﬁ%mﬁw
?

(a) Semiconductors, 5G,
shipbuilding

(b) Al, biomedicine,
photovoltaics

(c) Rare earths, steel,
cement

(d) Space, nuclear,
defence

~N

.

r

(a) Lithium-ion batteries

Polysilicon is a key raw material for:
q%ﬁmm%\qmmﬁnmﬁ%?

(b) Solar photovoltaic cells

(c) LED bulbs (d) Optical fibres

-

\_

INS Samarthak, recently commissioned at
Karwar, was built by:
Jude feam

(a) Cochin Shipyard

q4741?

(b) Mazagon Dock

(d) Garden Reach

(c) Larsen & Toubro Shipbuilders

r

The Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024
replaced:

YR argar AUy 2024 7 faeT v feman

(b) Carriage by Air Act,
1972

(a) Aircraft Act, 1934

(c) AAI Act, 1994 (d) AERA Act, 2008

Daily Current Affairs

17 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

56



Test Yourself — Q5-8 | g B qRE

Class24

r

.

The University Grants Commission was
established as a statutory body in:

~N

r

In the U.S., members of the House of
Representatives and the Senate serve terms of:

-

\_

UGc d ©q g1 F gfafaifRr T 9 W9 T o1
(a) 1948 (b) 1953 (a) 2 and 6 years (b) 4 and 6 years
(c) 1956 (d) 1961 (c) 2 and 4 years (d) 4 and 8 years
A
N\
e Ethiopia became landlocked when which country @ Under which law is the Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA) set up?

gained mdeg_{rdence in 199372

B Wadzar Q siafaT Y A R 8 T

1993 #
(a) Djibouti (b) Somalia

(c) Eritrea (d) South Sudan

CCPA 5T T & dgd a2

(a) Consumer Protection
Act, 1986

(b) Consumer Protection
Act, 2019

(c) Competition Act, 2002 (d) IT Act, 2000

Daily Current Affairs
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | a0 &I IR
( N\
@ “Drip pricing” as a dark pattern means: @ FSSAI functions under which ministry?
“f&q " T 3Y: FSSAI ford TaaTera & 31efi<1 872

(b) Revealing extra

(a) Food Processing

(a) Gradual price cuts charges only later in Industries (b) Consumer Affairs
checkout
(©) _Charglng for water (d) Discounts on bulk (c) Health and Family (d) Agriculture
delivery orders Welfare
1\ A
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

Al, Sid ﬁ?l

Sol%réohotovoltaic cells — Polysilicon — ingot — wafer — solar cell.
I

Larsen & Toubro — L&T; first of two multi-purpose vessels.
L&TI

Aircraft Act, 1934 — Aircraft Act, 1934.
19341

1956 — UGC Act, 1956.
1956

Daily Current Affairs « 17 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Al, blomedlcme photovoltaics — 40 technologies: 14 banned, 26 restricted.
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d HATCAT

2 and 6 years — House 2 years; Senate 6 years.

2 3R 6 Y|

Eritrea — Eritrea; Ethiopia now uses Djibouti port.
i

A

Consumer Protection Act, 2019 — CPA 2019; CCPA set up in 2020.
SUHISKIT SR STYHTH 20191

Revealing extra charges only later in checkout — Low headline price; fees dripped in later.
q1G § Yeob SISl

Health and Family Welfare — Under FSS Act 2006, Health Ministry.
WY HATAY |
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | 9 q fay®
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Myth Buster of the Day — Consumer Rights | 3(TST &1 FHY®

(

\_

o MYTH | fay®

“An online “convenience fee”
IS charged because selling
online costs the company
more.”

aa;gww ERIE L

31I-Ic1|$-1 SRR
ohu-ﬂ cbﬁ'IQIIBTH

~

J
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o FACT | 9

False. Online selling usually SAVES companies money — they need
fewer counters, staff and buildings. Yet platforms add “convenience”,
“‘platform” and “handling” fees, often revealing them only at the final
payment page (drip pricing). These small fees add up to big revenues —
IRCTC alone earned %248 crore from them in one quarter. India’s Dark
Patterns Guidelines, 2023 ban hidden charges and the CCPA has fined
platforms.

4|md|&|4m|sdﬁﬁ®$qﬁa‘r$raw31qﬂ< qqm% G2 ObIch
FHHAR] 3R Haq Tt fmR off wewid “gfa
W@sﬁ%@&w&mwwwﬁ“@ﬁ%

S S HHTE G I & — Hae IRCTC 3 U fomel § 2248 |
YRA & ST Ued fe=nfader 2023 fo gew! R A% a7 § |

0 Always check the final price, not the headline price. Bﬁ'ﬂT erﬁnqiqé'@ URfH® 81|
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