


Quote of the Day |  आजका विचार

“ The highest education is that which does 
not merely give us information but makes 

our life in harmony with all existence.

सिोच्च विक्षा िह है जो हमें केिल जानकारी ही नही ीं देती, 

बल्कि हमारे जीिन को समस्त अल्कस्तत्व के साथ सामींज्य में
लाती है।

— Rabindranath Tagore
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Today’s Current Affairs |  17 October 2026
आज के समसामयिक मुदे्द — The Hindu • Indian Express • Financial Express — 8 articles + exam 
PYQs + MCQs + Myth Buster

1
China curbs export of 40 
technologies

चीन के वनर्ाात प्रवतबींध

2
INS Samarthak inducted

आईएनएस समथाक
3

Rules to curb volatile 
airfares

हिाई वकरार्ा वनर्म

4
Metrics to minds –
universities

विश्वविद्यालर्ो ीं का उदे्दश्य

5
U.S. midterms & stakes 
for India

अमेररकी मध्यािवध चुनाि

6
Tigray: Ethiopia–Eritrea 
war fears

विगे्र सींघर्ा

7
E-commerce: dark 
patterns & extra fees

डाका पैिना

8
FSSAI acts against 
Flipkart, BigBasket

FSSAI कारािाई
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THE HINDU  •  17 OCT 2026

Page 1 ·  Front Page
पृष्ठ 1 · मुख पृष्ठ

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 China curbs export of 40 technologies |  चीन के वनर्ाात प्रवतबींध
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ARTICLE 1  •  ECONOMY – TECH & TRADE |  अथाव्यिस्था – तकनीक ि व्यापार

China curbs export of 40 technologies

चीन के वनर्ाात प्रवतबींध
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ARTICLE 1  •  ECONOMY – TECH & TRADE |  अथाव्यिस्था – तकनीक ि व्यापार

China to Curb Exports of 40

Cutting-edge Technologies incl. AI, Photovoltaics

चीन ने “घोर्णा सींख्या 48” के मसौदे में AI, जैि-वचवकत्सा और सौर (फोिोिोल्किक) की 40 उन्नत तकनीको ीं के वनर्ाात पर

प्रवतबींध/वनर्ींत्रण का प्रस्ताि रखा – भारत के सौर उद्योग पर असर सींभि

Announcement No. 48

घोर्णा 48

1
The draft plan

मसौदा र्ोजना

40
Technologies 

covered
तकनीकें

14
Complete 

export ban
पूर्ण प्रयतबंध

26
Restricted 

exports
प्रयतबंयधत

3
Fields: AI, bio, 

solar
के्षत्र

2
What is covered

क्या िावमल

▸ 12 photovoltaic techs –
polysilicon, wafer, cells

12 सौर तकनीकें

▸ 23 AI techs – foundation 

models, AI agents

23 AI तकनीकें

▸ Cell & gene therapy
platforms

जीन थेरेपी

3
China’s reasons

चीन के तका

▸ “Safeguard national 
security and interests”

राष्ट्र ीर् सुरक्षा

▸ Solar tech used in 

aerospace, defence, 

drones

रक्षा उपर्ोग

▸ AI could make malicious 
code

दुभाािनापूणा कोड
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ARTICLE 1  •  ECONOMY – TECH & TRADE |  अथाव्यिस्था – तकनीक ि व्यापार

China curbs export of 40 technologies — in depth (1/2)

चीन के वनर्ाात प्रवतबींध — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Impact on India

भारत पर असर

▸ Solar makers face 

licensing delays

लाइसेंस में देरी

▸ Harder JVs & tech-
licensing with China

सींरु्क्त उद्यम

▸ Hurts push to move up 

the solar chain

आत्मवनभारता

5
India’s solar policy

भारत की सौर नीवत

▸ PLI for high-efficiency 

solar modules

PLI र्ोजना

▸ ALMM – approved list 
of models & makers

ALMM

▸ Target: 500 GW non-

fossil capacity by 2030

500 GW

6 Key terms |  िब्दािली

▸ Photovoltaic – light → 

electricity directly

प्रकाि-विद्रु्त

▸ Polysilicon – raw 
material for solar cells

पॉलीवसवलकॉन

▸ Perovskite – next-gen 

solar-cell material

पेरोव्स्काइि
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ARTICLE 1  •  ECONOMY – TECH & TRADE |  अथाव्यिस्था – तकनीक ि व्यापार

China curbs export of 40 technologies — in depth (2/2)

चीन के वनर्ाात प्रवतबींध — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 Tech becomes a trade weapon |  तकनीक बनी हवथर्ार

Rare earths
दुलाभ मृदा

Curbs earlier
पहिे

Solar tech
सौर तकनीक

Now curbed
अब

AI models
AI मॉडल

Now curbed
अब

Others 

diversify
विविधीकरण

India, US, EU
भारत

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ China makes >80% of 

the world’s solar-panel 

supply chain

80%+

▸ India’s Press Note 3 

(2020) curbs FDI from 
bordering countries

पे्रस नोि 3
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ARTICLE 1  •  ECONOMY – TECH & TRADE |  अथाव्यिस्था – तकनीक ि व्यापार

China curbs export of 40 technologies — Map & Diagram

चीन के वनर्ाात प्रवतबींध — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Light (photons) hits 
silicon

प्रकाि यसयिकॉन पर

▸ Electrons freed; p-n 

junction drives current

p-n सींवध

▸ Inverter turns DC into 
AC

इन्विार

▸ Perovskite/tandem = 

next-gen cells (now 
curbed)

नई पीढी
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THE HINDU  •  17 OCT 2026

Page 5 ·  News
पृष्ठ 5 · समाचार

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 INS Samarthak inducted |  आईएनएस समथाक

2 Rules to curb volatile airfares |  हिाई वकरार्ा वनर्म
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ARTICLE 2  •  DEFENCE – NAVY |  रक्षा – नौसेना

INS Samarthak inducted

आईएनएस समथाक
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ARTICLE 2  •  DEFENCE – NAVY |  रक्षा – नौसेना

L&T-built INS Samarthak

Inducted into Indian Navy
लासान एीं ड िुब्रो (L&T) द्वारा वनवमात बहुउदे्दिीर् पोत आईएनएस समथाक कारिार में नौसेना में िावमल – स्वदेिी हवथर्ारो ीं ि सेंसरो ीं

के परीक्षण के वलए

>75% indigenous

75% स्वदेिी

1 The ship |  पोत

▸ First of two multi-
purpose vessels (MPVs)

दो में पहला

▸ Built by L&T – private 

sector

वनजी के्षत्र

▸ Samarthak = “the 
proponent”

समथाक

2 Ceremony |  समारोह

▸ At Karwar naval base, 
Karnataka

कारिार

▸ Presided by VP C.P. 

Radhakrishnan

उपराष्ट्र पवत

▸ Navy chief Adm. Krishna 
Swaminathan

नौसेना प्रमुख

3 Roles |  भूवमकाएँ

▸ Trials & evaluation of 

new weapons

परीक्षण

▸ Surveillance, offshore 
patrol

वनगरानी

▸ Disaster relief (HADR)

आपदा राहत
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ARTICLE 2  •  DEFENCE – NAVY |  रक्षा – नौसेना

INS Samarthak inducted — in depth (1/2)

आईएनएस समथाक — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Naval commands

नौसेना कमान

Command
कमान

HQ
मुख्यालर्

Western
पविमी

Mumbai

Eastern
पूिी

Visakhapatnam

Southern 

(training)
दवक्षणी

Kochi

5 Why it matters |  महत्व

▸ Test Indian systems 

before fleet use

स्वदेिी परीक्षण

▸ Growing role of private 
shipyards

वनजी विपर्ाडा

▸ Supports 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat in 

defence

आत्मवनभार

6
Karwar base |  कारिार
अड्डा

▸ Project Seabird –

India’s largest naval base 

project

प्रोजेक्ट सीबडा

▸ On the Arabian Sea, 
Karnataka coast

अरब सागर

▸ Home to aircraft 

carrier berths

विमानिाहक
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ARTICLE 2  •  DEFENCE – NAVY |  रक्षा – नौसेना

INS Samarthak inducted — in depth (2/2)

आईएनएस समथाक — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 How a warship is born |  रु्द्धपोत कैसे बनता है

Design
वडजाइन

Navy’s design 

bureau
नौसेना

Build
वनमााण

PSU / private 

yard
यिपिार्ण

Sea trials
समुद्री परीक्षण

Harbour & sea
परीक्षर्

Commissionin

g
कमीिवनींग

Joins fleet
बेडे में

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Navy Day – 4 

December (Op Trident, 

1971)

4 वदसींबर

▸ INS Vikrant (2022) –

India’s first indigenous 
aircraft carrier

विक्ाींत
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ARTICLE 2  •  DEFENCE – NAVY |  रक्षा – नौसेना

INS Samarthak inducted — Map & Diagram

आईएनएस समथाक — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Mazagon Dock –
submarines, destroyers

मझगाँि डॉक

▸ Cochin Shipyard built 

INS Vikrant

कोचीन

▸ GRSE, HSL, Goa 

Shipyard – Defence 
PSUs

रक्षा PSU

▸ L&T Kattupalli –
private yard

वनजी विपर्ाडा
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ARTICLE 3  •  GOVERNANCE – CIVIL AVIATION |  िासन – नागररक उड्डर्न

Rules to curb volatile airfares

हिाई वकरार्ा वनर्म
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ARTICLE 3  •  GOVERNANCE – CIVIL AVIATION |  िासन – नागररक उड्डर्न

Rules to Curb Volatile Airfares

to Be Published in Two Weeks
कें द्र ने सुप्रीम कोिा को बतार्ा – भारतीर् िारु्र्ान अवधवनर्म 2024 के तहत मनमाने हिाई वकराए ि “लूि-मूल्य वनधाारण” रोकने के

वनर्म दो सप्ताह में प्रकावित हो ींगे

Festive fare spikes

त्योहार पर वकरार्ा

1
What happened |  क्या
हुआ

▸ Centre: rules approved, 
out in 2 weeks

2 सप्ताह

▸ SG Tushar Mehta for 
Centre & DGCA

DGCA

▸ Bench: J. Vikram Nath, 
Mahadevan, A.K. Singh

पीठ

2 The PIL |  जनवहत र्ावचका

▸ By activist S. 
Laxminarayan

एस. लक्ष्मीनारार्ण

▸ Fares spike in festivals, 

holidays, emergencies

त्योहार

▸ Hits poorer passengers 
hardest

ग़रीब िात्री

3 The gap |  कमी

▸ No regulator can 

review or cap fares

कोई वनर्ामक नही ीं

▸ Hidden ancillary 
charges

विपे िुि

▸ “Mute spectator” –

dereliction of duty

मूक दिाक
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ARTICLE 3  •  GOVERNANCE – CIVIL AVIATION |  िासन – नागररक उड्डर्न

Rules to curb volatile airfares — in depth (1/2)

हिाई वकरार्ा वनर्म — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Aviation bodies

उड्डर्न सींस्थाएँ

Body
सींस्था

Role
भूवमका

DGCA
DGCA

Safety regulator
सुरक्षा

AAI
AAI

Runs airports
हवाई अडे्ड

AERA
AERA

Airport charges
हवाई अड्डा िुल्क

BCAS
BCAS

Aviation 

security
सुरक्षा

5 The new law |  नर्ा कानून

▸ Bharatiya Vayuyan 

Adhiniyam, 2024

2024

▸ Replaced colonial 
Aircraft Act, 1934

1934

▸ Fares were 

deregulated in 1994

1994 से मुक्त

6
Pricing terms

मूल्य िब्दािली

▸ Dynamic pricing –

fares change with demand

गवतिील मूल्य

▸ Fare buckets – seats 
sold in price slabs

वकरार्ा सै्लब

▸ Predatory pricing –

exploitative fares

िोर्णकारी मूल्य
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ARTICLE 3  •  GOVERNANCE – CIVIL AVIATION |  िासन – नागररक उड्डर्न

Rules to curb volatile airfares — in depth (2/2)

हिाई वकरार्ा वनर्म — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 Flyer’s grievance path |  र्ात्री विकार्त मागा

Airline
एर्रलाइन

Nodal officer
नोर्ि अयधकारी

AirSewa
एर्रसेिा

Govt portal
सरकारी पोर्णि

DGCA
DGCA

Regulator
यनिामक

Consumer 

commission
उपभोक्ताआर्ोग

Compensation
मुआवजा

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ UDAN (2016) – capped 

fares on regional routes

उडान

▸ India is the world’s 3rd-

largest domestic aviation 
market

तीसरा
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ARTICLE 3  •  GOVERNANCE – CIVIL AVIATION |  िासन – नागररक उड्डर्न

Rules to curb volatile airfares — Map & Diagram

हिाई वकरार्ा वनर्म — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Seats sold in fare 
buckets

वकरार्ा सै्लब

▸ Cheap buckets sell 

first

ससे्त पहिे यबकते

▸ Algorithm opens 
costlier buckets

एल्गोररदम

▸ Festival rush = faster 
jumps

त्योहार में उछाि



Daily Current Affairs  •  17 October 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 22

1

2

THE HINDU  •  17 OCT 2026

Page 6 ·  Editorial
पृष्ठ 6 · सींपादकीर्

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 Metrics to minds – universities |  विश्वविद्यालर्

2 U.S. midterms & India |  अमेररकी मध्यािवध चुनाि
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ARTICLE 4  •  EDUCATION – HIGHER EDUCATION |  विक्षा – उच्च विक्षा

Metrics to minds – universities

विश्वविद्यालर्ो ीं का उदे्दश्य
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ARTICLE 4  •  EDUCATION – HIGHER EDUCATION |  विक्षा – उच्च विक्षा

Metrics to Minds — Restoring

Purpose to Universities
लेखक: NEET, JEE, UGC-NET जैसी एकरूप परीक्षाएँ और प्रकािन-गणना आधाररत वनरु्ल्कक्तर्ाँ अकादवमक वििेक, बौल्कद्धक

विविधता और सींस्थागत स्वार्त्तता को कमजोर कर रही हैं

Op-ed: Shelley Walia

लेख

1 The argument |  तका

▸ Exam meant for the few
now governs the many

कुि के वलए बनी

▸ MCQs test technique, 

not reasoning

तकनीक

▸ Classroom discussion 
has thinned

चचाा घिी

2
“Numbers game”

अींको ीं का खेल

▸ Hiring by publication 
counts

प्रकािन गणना

▸ Predatory journals

publish anything

फजी पवत्रकाएँ

▸ PhD = 30 marks, quality 
ignored

गुणित्ता नही ीं

3 Solution |  समाधान

▸ Let departments choose 
students

विभाग चुनें

▸ Appointments by peer 

scrutiny

सहकमी समीक्षा

▸ Harsher laws won’t fix
quality

कानून काफी नही ं
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ARTICLE 4  •  EDUCATION – HIGHER EDUCATION |  विक्षा – उच्च विक्षा

Metrics to minds – universities — in depth (1/2)

विश्वविद्यालर्ो ीं का उदे्दश्य — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
National tests

राष्ट्र ीर् परीक्षाएँ

Test
परीक्षा

Body
सींस्था

NEET-UG
NEET

NTA

JEE Main
JEE

NTA

CUET
CUET

NTA

UGC-NET
NET

NTA for UGC

5 Regulators |  वनर्ामक

▸ UGC – set up 1956

(UGC Act)

UGC 1956

▸ UGC Regulations 
2018 – faculty hiring rules

2018 विवनर्म

▸ NEP proposes HECI

single regulator

HECI

6
NEP 2020 link |  NEP 
2020

▸ Aim: critical thinking

over rote learning

आलोचनात्मक वचींतन

▸ GER 50% in higher 
education by 2035

50% GER

▸ Multidisciplinary

universities

बहुविर्र्क
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ARTICLE 4  •  EDUCATION – HIGHER EDUCATION |  विक्षा – उच्च विक्षा

Metrics to minds – universities — in depth (2/2)

विश्वविद्यालर्ो ीं का उदे्दश्य — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 NEP 2020: new UG pathway |  नर्ा स्नातक मागा

4-year UG
4 िर्ीर्

Honours / 

research
ऑनसण

Multiple exit
बहु-वनकास

Cert / diploma
प्रमार्पत्र

Academic 

Bank of 

Credits
ABCCredits stored
के्रयर्र्

Multidisciplina

ry
बहुविर्र्क

Mix subjects
यवषि चुनें

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ NTA was set up in 2017

NTA 2017

▸ Radhakrishnan 

Commission (1948) – first 

university education 
commission

1948
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ARTICLE 4  •  EDUCATION – HIGHER EDUCATION |  विक्षा – उच्च विक्षा

Metrics to minds – universities — Map & Diagram

विश्वविद्यालर्ो ीं का उदे्दश्य — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Today: UGC, AICTE, 
NCTE + NTA

अलग वनर्ामक

▸ NEP: one umbrella 

body HECI

HECI

▸ 4 verticals: NHERC, 
NAC, HEGC, GEC

4 स्तींभ

▸ NMC, BCI stay 
outside

बाहर
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अमेररका

U.S. midterms & stakes for India

अमेररकी मध्यािवध चुनाि
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अमेररका

U.S. Midterms as Donald Trump’s Test,

Stakes for India

3 निींबर 2026 के अमेररकी मध्यािवध चुनाि राष्ट्र पवत िर ींप की परीक्षा – काींगे्रस का वनर्ींत्रण भारत के व्यापार, िैररफ, H-1B और

रूसी तेल पर असर डालेगा

3 Nov 2026

3 निींबर

1
What is at stake

क्या दाँि पर

435
House seats 

(all)
प्रयतयनयध सभा

35/100
Senate seats

सीनेर्

39
Governors
गवनणर

~30%
Trump approval

िोकयप्रिता

2 Key issues |  प्रमुख मुदे्द

▸ Cost of living, tariffs

महँगाई

▸ Iran war (from Feb 
2026), fuel prices

ईरान रु्द्ध

▸ Immigration, Medicaid 

cuts, crime

आप्रिासन

3
Stakes for India

भारत पर असर

▸ Tariffs 50% → 18%; 
interim deal unsigned

िैररफ

▸ Law: up to 100% tariff
on Russian-oil buyers

100%

▸ $1,00,000 fee on new H-
1B visas

H-1B िुि
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अमेररका

U.S. midterms & stakes for India — in depth (1/2)

अमेररकी मध्यािवध चुनाि — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
U.S. Congress

अमेररकी काींगे्रस

House
प्रवतवनवध सभा

Senate
सीनेि

435 members
435

100 (2 per 

State)
100

2-year term
2 िर्ा

6-year term
6 वषण

All seats every 

2 yrs
सभी

1/3 every 2 yrs
एक-यतहाई

5
U.S. vs India elections

तुलना

▸ U.S.: States & 

counties run elections

राज्य चलाते

▸ India: ECI (Art 324) 
runs them centrally

ECI

▸ U.S. Senate ≈ Rajya 

Sabha – but directly 

elected

सीधा चुनाि

6
India in Congress

काींगे्रस में भारत

▸ Support “wide but 

shallow” (Takshashila 

study)

व्यापक पर उथला

▸ Opponents fewer, but 
more motivated

यवरोधी सयक्रि

▸ Relationship decided in 

the White House

व्हाइि हाउस
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अमेररका

U.S. midterms & stakes for India — in depth (2/2)

अमेररकी मध्यािवध चुनाि — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 U.S. election calendar |  चुनाि कैलेंडर

Primaries
प्राइमरी

Party picks
उम्मीदवार

Vote: 3 Nov 

2026
मतदान

Midterms
मध्यावयध

3 Jan 2027
3 जनिरी

New Congress
नई कांगे्रस

Nov 2028
निींबर 2028

Presidential
राष्ट्र पयत चुनाव

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Midterms fall midway

through the 4-year 

presidential term

मध्यािवध

▸ U.S. President’s party 

usually loses seats in 
midterms

सीिें घिती
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ARTICLE 5  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अमेररका

U.S. midterms & stakes for India — Map & Diagram

अमेररकी मध्यािवध चुनाि — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Bill must pass House + 
Senate

दोनो ीं सदन

▸ Senate needs 60 votes

to end filibuster

60 िोि

▸ Veto override: 2/3 in 
both Houses

2/3

▸ Split Congress → 
gridlock

गवतरोध
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1

THE HINDU  •  17 OCT 2026

Page 13 ·  World
पृष्ठ 13 · विश्व

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 Tigray: Ethiopia–Eritrea war fears |  विगे्र सींघर्ा
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ARTICLE 6  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – AFRICA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अफ़्रीका

Tigray: Ethiopia–Eritrea war fears

विगे्र सींघर्ा
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ARTICLE 6  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – AFRICA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अफ़्रीका

Tigray: Ethiopia–Eritrea war fears — Map & Diagram

विगे्र सींघर्ा — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Tigray – northern 
Ethiopia; capital Mekelle

मेकेले

▸ Eritrea split from 

Ethiopia in 1993

1993

▸ Landlocked Ethiopia 
relies on Djibouti port

वजबूती

▸ Eritrea fears Ethiopia 
eyes Assab port

असब
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ARTICLE 6  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – AFRICA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अफ़्रीका

Tigray Conflict Revives Fears

of Ethiopia–Eritrea War
2022 के वप्रिोररर्ा िाींवत समझौते के बाद विगे्र में विर लडाई – TPLF गठबींधन बनाम सरकार; इवथर्ोवपर्ा-इररविर र्ा के बीच सीधे

रु्द्ध और समुद्री पहँुच वििाद की आिींका

Horn of Africa

हॉना ऑफ अफ़्रीका

1
What is happening

क्या हो रहा

▸ TPLF-led alliance of 7
armed groups (Sept 20)

7 सिस्त्र समूह

▸ Took then lost Mekelle; 

army retook it Oct 3

मेकेले

▸ Ethiopia tells UNSC 
Eritrea entered 60 km

60 वकमी

2 Background |  पृष्ठभूवम

Year
िर्ा

Event
घिना

1998–2000
Ethiopia–Eritrea 

border war
सीमा िुद्ध

2018–19
Abiy’s peace; 

Nobel 2019
नोबेि

2020–22
Tigray war (~5 lakh 

dead)
िुद्ध

Nov 2022
Pretoria agreement
समझौता

3
Sea access dispute

समुद्र वििाद

▸ Ethiopia landlocked
since 1993

भूवम से वघरा

▸ Abiy: modernisation 

needs sea access

समुद्री पहँुच

▸ Eritrea fears loss of 
Assab port

असब बींदरगाह
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ARTICLE 6  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – AFRICA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अफ़्रीका

Tigray: Ethiopia–Eritrea war fears — in depth (1/2)

विगे्र सींघर्ा — विस्तार से (1/2)

4 Key players |  प्रमुख पक्ष

▸ Abiy Ahmed – Ethiopia 

PM (new 5-yr term)

अबी अहमद

▸ Isaias Afwerki –
Eritrea President

इसाइर्ास अफिकी

▸ TPLF – Debretsion 

Gebremichael faction

TPLF

5 Diplomacy |  कूिनीवत

▸ Pretoria deal brokered 

by African Union

अफ़्रीकी सींघ

▸ Ethiopia invoked Art 

51, UN Charter (self-
defence)

अनु. 51

▸ UN chief Guterres

urges ceasefire

गुिेरेस

6 India link |  भारत सींबींध

▸ Horn sits on Red Sea –

Bab-el-Mandeb route

बाब-अल-मींदेब

▸ Key for India’s Suez
trade & energy

से्वज व्यापार

▸ India–Ethiopia: African 

Union HQ in Addis Ababa

AU मुख्यालर्
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ARTICLE 6  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – AFRICA |  अींतरराष्ट्र ीर् सींबींध – अफ़्रीका

Tigray: Ethiopia–Eritrea war fears — in depth (2/2)

विगे्र सींघर्ा — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 Why the Horn matters to India |  भारत के वलए महत्व

Suez Canal
से्वज

Europe trade
िूरोप

Red Sea
लाल सागर

Eritrea coast
इररयर्र िा तर्

Bab-el-

Mandeb
बाब-अल-मींदेब

Chokepoint
अवरोध यबंदु

India
भारत

Oil & exports
तेि व यनिाणत

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Ethiopia is Africa’s 2nd 

most populous country

दूसरा सबसे अवधक

▸ Ethiopia & Egypt joined 
BRICS in 2024

BRICS 2024
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THE INDIAN EXPRESS  •  17 OCT 2026

Page 11 ·  Explained
पृष्ठ 11 · व्याख्या

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 E-commerce: dark patterns |  डाका पैिना
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ARTICLE 7  •  ECONOMY – CONSUMER PROTECTION |  अथाव्यिस्था – उपभोक्ता सींरक्षण

E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees

डाका पैिना
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ARTICLE 7  •  ECONOMY – CONSUMER PROTECTION |  अथाव्यिस्था – उपभोक्ता सींरक्षण

E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees

डाका पैिना
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ARTICLE 7  •  ECONOMY – CONSUMER PROTECTION |  अथाव्यिस्था – उपभोक्ता सींरक्षण

E-commerce: Why the Price You See

Is Not What You Pay
पे्लिफॉमा िुि, “सुविधा” िुिऔर डाका पैिना – िोिे-िोिे अवतररक्त िुिकीं पवनर्ो ीं के वलए बडी कमाई और ग्राहको ीं के वलए

अवधक लागत बन रहे हैं

CCPA

उपभोक्ता प्रावधकरण

1 The issue |  मुद्दा

▸ Platform & convenience 
fees everywhere

पे्लिफॉमा िुि

▸ Started with Swiggy’s ₹2

fee; now standard

₹2 से िुरू

▸ Amazon ₹5, IRCTC ₹15–
30 + GST

अमेजन, IRCTC

2 Big money |  बडी कमाई

₹248 cr

IRCTC fees, 1 

quarter
IRCTC

18%

Of IRCTC 

revenue
राजस्व

₹1,000+ cr

Swiggy/Zomato 

yearly (est.)
अनुमान

₹7 lakh

Fine on Zepto
जुमाणना

3
The contradiction

विरोधाभास

▸ Online saves companies 
staff & counters

कीं पनी की बचत

▸ Yet customer pays

“convenience” fee

ग्राहक भरता है

▸ Fees hidden till the last 
page

अींवतम पृष्ठ पर
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ARTICLE 7  •  ECONOMY – CONSUMER PROTECTION |  अथाव्यिस्था – उपभोक्ता सींरक्षण

E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees — in depth (1/2)

डाका पैिना — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Dark patterns

डाका पैिना

Pattern
पैिना

Trick
चाल

Drip pricing
वडर प

Fees at 

checkout
अंत में िुल्क

Basket 

sneaking
बाकेि

Items added 

silently
चुपके से

False urgency
झठूी जल्दी

“Only 2 left”
“केवि 2”

Subscription 

trap
जाल

Hard to cancel
रद्द कयिन

5
Legal framework

कानूनी ढाँचा

▸ Consumer Protection 

Act, 2019

2019 अवधवनर्म

▸ CCPA – regulator under 
the Act (2020)

CCPA

▸ Dark Patterns 

Guidelines, 2023 – 13

patterns banned

13 पैिना

6
Consumer tips

उपभोक्ता सुझाि

▸ Check the final price

before paying

अींवतम मूल्य

▸ Untick pre-checked
boxes

पहले से विक

▸ Complain: National 

Consumer Helpline 1915

1915
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ARTICLE 7  •  ECONOMY – CONSUMER PROTECTION |  अथाव्यिस्था – उपभोक्ता सींरक्षण

E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees — in depth (2/2)

डाका पैिना — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 From headline price to final bill |  मूल्य से वबल तक

Headline price
प्रारीं वभक मूल्य

Looks cheap
सस्ता

Taxes, 

surcharges
कर

Page 2
पृष्ठ 2

Convenience 

fee
सुविधा िुि

At payment
भुगतान पर

Final bill
अींवतम वबल

Higher
अयधक

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ National Consumer 

Day – 24 December

24 वदसींबर

▸ World Consumer 
Rights Day – 15 March

15 माचा
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ARTICLE 7  •  ECONOMY – CONSUMER PROTECTION |  अथाव्यिस्था – उपभोक्ता सींरक्षण

E-commerce: dark patterns & extra fees — Map & Diagram

डाका पैिना — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Step 1: complain to 
platform

पे्लिफॉमा

▸ Step 2: helpline 1915

1915

▸ Step 3: e-Daakhil
online case

ई-दाव़िल

▸ Commissions: ₹50 
lakh / ₹2 crore limits

तीन स्तर
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FINANCIAL EXPRESS  •  17 OCT 2026

Page 5 ·  Companies
पृष्ठ 5 · कीं पवनर्ाँ

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket |  FSSAI कारािाई
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ARTICLE 8  •  HEALTH – FOOD SAFETY |  स्वास्थ्य –खाद्य सुरक्षा

FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket

FSSAI कारािाई
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ARTICLE 8  •  HEALTH – FOOD SAFETY |  स्वास्थ्य –खाद्य सुरक्षा

FSSAI Acts against Flipkart,

BigBasket over Misleading Claims
FSSAI ने राइस ब्रान तेल के “़िराब कोलेस्ट्रॉल घिाने” जैसे भ्रामक स्वास्थ्य दािो ीं पर ल्कललपकािा, वबगबाकेि और जेवमनी एवडबल्स

को नोविस भेजे; स्वच्छता उल्लींघन पर लाइसेंस वनलींवबत/रद्द

FSS Act 2006

खाद्य सुरक्षा अवधवनर्म

1 The case |  मामला

▸ Product: Freedom Cooking 
Rice Bran Oil

राइस ब्रान तेल

▸ Claims: “reduces bad 

cholesterol”, “10,000+ PPM 

Oryzanol”

दािे

▸ Claims not permitted for 
edible oils

अनुमवत नही ीं

2
Who got notices

नोविस वकन्हें

▸ Flipkart India

ल्कललपकािा

▸ BigBasket (Innovative 
Retail Concepts)

वबगबाकेि

▸ Gemini Edibles – also 

no e-commerce licence

जेवमनी

3
Other actions

अन्य कारािाई

▸ DNV Food Products –
licence suspended

वनलींवबत

▸ Jhanvitanni – licence 

cancelled

रद्द

▸ Radisson Blu, Delhi –
improvement notice

सुधार नोविस
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ARTICLE 8  •  HEALTH – FOOD SAFETY |  स्वास्थ्य –खाद्य सुरक्षा

FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket — in depth (1/2)

FSSAI कारािाई — विस्तार से (1/2)

4 About FSSAI |  FSSAI

Feature
वििेर्ता

Detail
वििरण

Law
कानून

FSS Act, 2006

Ministry
मींत्रालर्

Health & Family 

Welfare

Set up
स्थापना

2008

HQ
मुख्यालर्

New Delhi

5
Key regulations

प्रमुख विवनर्म

▸ Advertising & Claims 

Regs, 2018

विज्ञापन ि दािे

▸ Labelling & Display 
Regs, 2020

लेबवलींग

▸ E-commerce sellers 

need FSSAI licence

ई-कॉमसा लाइसेंस

6
FSSAI campaigns |  
अवभर्ान

▸ Eat Right India

ईि राइि इींवडर्ा

▸ State Food Safety 

Index (released on 7 
June)

राज्य सूचकाींक

▸ Food Safety on 

Wheels – mobile labs

मोबाइल लैब
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ARTICLE 8  •  HEALTH – FOOD SAFETY |  स्वास्थ्य –खाद्य सुरक्षा

FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket — in depth (2/2)

FSSAI कारािाई — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 FSSAI enforcement ladder |  कारािाई के चरण

Inspection
वनरीक्षण

Samples, claims
नमूने

Notice
नोविस

Show-cause
कारर् बताओ

Suspension
वनलींबन

If not fixed
सुधार नही ं

Cancellation
रद्द

Repeat violation
दोहराव

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ World Food Safety 

Day – 7 June

7 जून

▸ Rice bran oil is rich in 

gamma-oryzanol (an 
antioxidant)

गामा-ओररजानॉल



Daily Current Affairs  •  17 October 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 51

ARTICLE 8  •  HEALTH – FOOD SAFETY |  स्वास्थ्य –खाद्य सुरक्षा

FSSAI acts against Flipkart, BigBasket — Map & Diagram

FSSAI कारािाई — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ FSSAI → State 

Commissioner → DO → 
FSO

ढाँचा

▸ Basic registration: up to 

₹12 lakh

₹12 लाख

▸ State licence: ₹12 
lakh–₹20 crore

राज्य

▸ Central: >₹20 crore, 
importers, e-com

कें द्रीर्
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS |  वपिले िर्ों के प्रश्न

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! |  पहले स्वर्ीं उत्तर सोचें

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper I)
Exam date: 24 May 2026   •   Topic: China tech curbs – critical minerals

Which of the following statements about Rare Earth 

Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct? 1. 

Modern technologies such as AI, robotics and space 

exploration make extensive use of REEs. 2. China has 

the highest share in REE mining, followed by India. 3. 

India launched the National Critical Mineral Mission 

(NCMM) in 2025 to build self-reliance in critical 
minerals. 4. REEs are a set of 13 metallic elements.

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d) 1, 2 and 4

RRB ALP 2025 CBT-2
Exam date: 28 Jul 2026 (Shift 2)   •   Topic: Photovoltaics

A solar cell operates on the principle of the:

(a) Electrochemical effect

(b) Heating effect

(c) Piezoelectric effect

(d) Photovoltaic effect
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PYQ ANSWERS |  वपिले िर्ों के प्रश्न – उत्तर

Answers & Explanation |  उत्तर ि व्याख्या

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper I)
Exam date: 24 May 2026   •   Topic: China tech curbs – critical minerals

Which of the following statements about Rare Earth 

Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are correct? 1. 

Modern technologies such as AI, robotics and space 

exploration make extensive use of REEs. 2. China has 

the highest share in REE mining, followed by India. 3. 

India launched the National Critical Mineral Mission 

(NCMM) in 2025 to build self-reliance in critical minerals. 
4. REEs are a set of 13 metallic elements.

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d) 1, 2 and 4

Answer: (a)  REEs are 17 elements; India is not 2nd in mining.

केवि 1 और 3।

RRB ALP 2025 CBT-2
Exam date: 28 Jul 2026 (Shift 2)   •   Topic: Photovoltaics

A solar cell operates on the principle of the:

(a) Electrochemical effect

(b) Heating effect

(c) Piezoelectric effect

(d) Photovoltaic effect

Answer: (d)  Light directly produces electric current.

फोर्ोवोल्टिक प्रभाव।
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS |  वपिले िर्ों के प्रश्न

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! |  पहले स्वर्ीं उत्तर सोचें

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper I)
Exam date: 24 May 2026   •   Topic: Maritime – Navy & ocean

Which of the following statements with regard 

to India’s Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct? 1. 

It was launched by the Ministry of Ports, 

Shipping and Waterways. 2. Matsya-6000 is 

designed to carry three people. 3. 

Samudrayaan is a project under this mission.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper I)
Exam date: 24 May 2026   •   Topic: Civil aviation regulation

Which of the following statements about 

insurance in aviation sector is/are correct? 1. 

Aviation Hull Insurance covers the physical 

aircraft, including its body, engine and on-board 

equipment. 2. Under the Montreal Convention 

(1999), airlines are strictly liable to pay 

compensation to the family or nominee of every 

deceased passenger, without the family having 
to prove fault.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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PYQ ANSWERS |  वपिले िर्ों के प्रश्न – उत्तर

Answers & Explanation |  उत्तर ि व्याख्या

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper I)
Exam date: 24 May 2026   •   Topic: Maritime – Navy & ocean

Which of the following statements with regard to 

India’s Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct? 1. It was 

launched by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways. 2. Matsya-6000 is designed to carry three 

people. 3. Samudrayaan is a project under this 

mission.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b)  Run by Ministry of Earth Sciences.

केवि 2 और 3।

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper I)
Exam date: 24 May 2026   •   Topic: Civil aviation regulation

Which of the following statements about insurance in 

aviation sector is/are correct? 1. Aviation Hull 

Insurance covers the physical aircraft, including its 

body, engine and on-board equipment. 2. Under the 

Montreal Convention (1999), airlines are strictly liable 

to pay compensation to the family or nominee of 

every deceased passenger, without the family having 

to prove fault.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)  Both correct (most answer keys).

दोनों सही।
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q1–4 |  स्वर्ीं को परखें

Q1
China’s recent draft export-control plan 
(“Announcement No. 48”) covers technologies in:

चीन की “घोर्णा सींख्या 48” वकन के्षत्रो ीं की तकनीकें िावमल करती
है?

(a) Semiconductors, 5G, 

shipbuilding

(b) AI, biomedicine, 

photovoltaics

(c) Rare earths, steel, 

cement

(d) Space, nuclear, 

defence

Q2 Polysilicon is a key raw material for:
पॉलीवसवलकॉन वकसका प्रमुख कच्चा माल है?

(a) Lithium-ion batteries (b) Solar photovoltaic cells

(c) LED bulbs (d) Optical fibres

Q3 INS Samarthak, recently commissioned at 

Karwar, was built by:
आईएनएस समथाक वकसने बनार्ा?

(a) Cochin Shipyard (b) Mazagon Dock

(c) Larsen & Toubro
(d) Garden Reach 

Shipbuilders

Q4 The Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024 

replaced:
भारतीर् िारु्र्ान अवधवनर्म 2024 ने वकसका स्थान वलर्ा?

(a) Aircraft Act, 1934
(b) Carriage by Air Act, 

1972

(c) AAI Act, 1994 (d) AERA Act, 2008
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q5–8 |  स्वर्ीं को परखें

Q5 The University Grants Commission was 

established as a statutory body in:
UGC िैधावनक वनकार् कब बना?

(a) 1948 (b) 1953

(c) 1956 (d) 1961

Q6 In the U.S., members of the House of 

Representatives and the Senate serve terms of:
अमेररका में प्रवतवनवध सभा ि सीनेि सद्योीं का कार्ाकाल:

(a) 2 and 6 years (b) 4 and 6 years

(c) 2 and 4 years (d) 4 and 8 years

Q7 Ethiopia became landlocked when which country 
gained independence in 1993?
1993 में वकस देि की स्वतींत्रता से इवथर्ोवपर्ा भूवम से वघरा हो गर्ा?

(a) Djibouti (b) Somalia

(c) Eritrea (d) South Sudan

Q8 Under which law is the Central Consumer 

Protection Authority (CCPA) set up?
CCPA वकस कानून के तहत बना?

(a) Consumer Protection 

Act, 1986

(b) Consumer Protection 

Act, 2019

(c) Competition Act, 2002 (d) IT Act, 2000
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q9–10 |  स्वर्ीं को परखें

Q9 “Drip pricing” as a dark pattern means:
“वडर प प्राइवसींग” का अथा:

(a) Gradual price cuts

(b) Revealing extra 

charges only later in 

checkout

(c) Charging for water 

delivery

(d) Discounts on bulk 

orders

Q10 FSSAI functions under which ministry?
FSSAI वकस मींत्रालर् के अधीन है?

(a) Food Processing 

Industries
(b) Consumer Affairs

(c) Health and Family 

Welfare
(d) Agriculture
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ANSWER KEY |  उत्तर कुीं जी

Answer Key — Q1–5 |  उत्तर ि व्याख्या

1-b AI, biomedicine, photovoltaics — 40 technologies: 14 banned, 26 restricted.

AI, जैव-यचयकत्सा, सौर।

2-b Solar photovoltaic cells — Polysilicon → ingot → wafer → solar cell.

सौर सेि।

3-c Larsen & Toubro — L&T; first of two multi-purpose vessels.

L&T।

4-a Aircraft Act, 1934 — Aircraft Act, 1934.

यवमान अयधयनिम 1934।

5-c 1956 — UGC Act, 1956.

1956।
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ANSWER KEY |  उत्तर कुीं जी

Answer Key — Q6–10 |  उत्तर ि व्याख्या

6-a 2 and 6 years — House 2 years; Senate 6 years.

2 और 6 वषण।

7-c Eritrea — Eritrea; Ethiopia now uses Djibouti port.

इररयर्र िा।

8-b Consumer Protection Act, 2019 — CPA 2019; CCPA set up in 2020.

उपभोक्ता संरक्षर् अयधयनिम 2019।

9-b Revealing extra charges only later in checkout — Low headline price; fees dripped in later.

बाद में िुल्क जोडना।

10-c Health and Family Welfare — Under FSS Act 2006, Health Ministry.

स्वास्थ्य मंत्रािि।
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER |  तथ्य ि वमथक

Myth Buster of the Day — Consumer Rights |  आजका वमथक

MYTH  |  वमथक

“An online “convenience fee” 

is charged because selling 

online costs the company 

more.”

ऑनिाइन “सुयवधा िुल्क” इसयिए

िगता है क्ोयंक ऑनिाइन बेचना
कंपनी के यिए महँगा है।

FACT  |  तथ्य

False. Online selling usually SAVES companies money – they need 

fewer counters, staff and buildings. Yet platforms add “convenience”, 

“platform” and “handling” fees, often revealing them only at the final 

payment page (drip pricing). These small fees add up to big revenues –

IRCTC alone earned ₹248 crore from them in one quarter. India’s Dark 

Patterns Guidelines, 2023 ban hidden charges and the CCPA has fined 
platforms.

ग़ित। ऑनिाइन यबक्री से कंपयनिों का पैसा अक्सर बचता है – कम काउंर्र, 

कमणचारी और भवन चायहए। यिर भी पे्लर्फॉमण “सुयवधा”, “पे्लर्फॉमण” और “हैंर्यिंग” 

िुल्क जोडते हैं, जो अक्सर अंयतम भुगतान पृष्ठ पर यदखते हैं (यर्र प प्राइयसंग)। िे छोरे्

िुल्क बडी कमाई बन जाते हैं – केवि IRCTC ने एक यतमाही में ₹248 करोड कमाए।
भारत के र्ाकण पैर्नण यदिायनदेि 2023 यछपे िुल्कों पर रोक िगाते हैं।

Always check the final price, not the headline price. हमेिा अींवतम मूल्य देखें, प्रारीं वभक नही ीं।








