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“If something 1s wrong,
fix i1t. But train yourself

not to worry, worry
fixes nothing.”

— Ernest Hemingway
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Muslims over-flagged in Delhi SIR
feeei SIR fazewor

Muslims disproportionately flagged in Delhi SIR

Muslios, who form 1264 of electors on Defhi's draft roll amid the SIR process, made up 2053% o teose flagged for ‘logical discrepancies’ and 30% of those Baggsed under five reasons indicative of family
size by the Election Commission’s ERONET software: in Bihar, which didin have Togical discrepancy’ dhodks, Muslins accounted for 184% of defeted electors, in line with thetr 7% share in population

Daily Current Affairs « 14 October 2026
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presentation of Muslims s
the 2011 Census.

Among the 379 lakh
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Muslims  accounsed  for
18.A4% of delesed elecvars,
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7.7% share of the adult
popralation s per the 2001
Coreazs. The “logical dis-
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NFHS reports show thae
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Muslims Disproportionately Flagged
In Delhi SIR, Data Show

The Hindu &1 faxauUr: féeet @t SIR UReU Gt ¥ “aifre fafadi” & e guew™ oRu 0 & oftre fRifga -
& ERONET HIFEddR WX qaTd

ECI

Delhl draft roll

97.54 lakh 33.12 lakh
Electors Flagged for
HdaldT notices
ifed
13.79 lakh 19.33 lakh
Unmapped with “Logical
last SIR discrepancies”

J
J
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Data analysis
SHIPST

°Whatdata show | difes Q eThe concerns | i@ A

.

» Muslims 60% more likely to

be flagged
60% SAfEIH JUTGT

» Family-size reasons: 152 vs
56 per 1,000
= AT

> In Bihar (no such check),
deletions matched population
share

fagR & =gl

» Flags decided by
ERONET software, not
EROs

IeduR
» ECI never explained the
8reasons.

HRU 8] §dY
» ~60,000 flagged with “no
reason mentioned”

HIs PRI AEI

\_
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Muslims over-flagged in Delhi SIR — in depth (1/2)

fewelt sIR fazduor — faaR 9 (172)
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The 8 flag reasons | 8

DIRUT
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» Art 326 — universal » Flags overlap with
Saal'f/”' t adult franchise higher fertility among
ame e paren qﬁqmww .
mismatch name differs Muslims
Rl ATH SR » Art 325 — no exclusion e SRR
o PIOYENY = &) on religion, race, caste, » But Muslim TFR falling
Family size (5) parent age gap S fast: 4.41 — 2.36 (NFHS
LIREIR >50 L 4. : ,
a2 6 3. 325 1992-2021)
Parent Marked in last > Art 14 — equality: Rl TFR
ineligibl SIR . . ' _
;”,%;%'.a; S SIR arbitrary algorithm = risk » India’s TFR now below
NG reason ~|60,000 3. 14 replacementﬁ(%%og[
2 electors QIa@“q-_—l
PIE PR TS 60,000
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Muslims over-flagged in Delhi SIR — in depth (2/2)
feee SIR fazawor — faaR & (2/2)

G How a voter gets flagged | Adear $4 Rifga Pr 7Y

.

0-0-0-0O

Draft roll ERONET Notice by ERO Risk of
URSU gt check deletion
AT ATH He Bl
97.5 lakh 8 reasons Prove eligibility If nOt proven
97.5 WG 8 HRUI THIOT G TYTOT A Bl
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Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» ERO = Electoral
Registration Officer — legal
custodian of rolls

ERO

» “Logical discrepancy”
checks were first used in
West Bengal, Phase 2

qf3 ST

Daily Current Affairs * 14 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express



ARTICLE 1 « POLITY — ELECTIONS | XISTodd¥®T - g-1d

Muslims over-flagged in Delhi SIR — Map & Diagram
faeedl sIR fazdwor — a=fE 9 9vE

Delhi draft SIR roll: Muslims’ share rises as flags get “family-size” based

60 - 58%

50 4

40 -

30+

Muslim share (%)

All electors Unmapped with Flagged: logical Flagged: family- Flagged:
in draft roll last SIR discrepancies size reasons “progeny >= 6"
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Muslims = 13.6% of
electors

Hdcrarsi ¥ 13.6%
» But 20.3% of “logical
discrepancy” flags
T 20.3%

» 30% of family-size
flags; 58% of “progeny 2
6"

58%

» Software (ERONET) —
not EROs — decided

IR 1 99 fan
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UPI fee (MDR) postponed

UPI Yo IR

Centre postpones rollout of UPI fee
beyond Deepavali on traders’ appeal

T.C.A, Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The National Payments
Corporation  of  India
(NPCI) has postponed the
implementation of Mer
chant Discount Rate (MDR)
on UPI transactions, origi-
nally scheduled for Thurs-
day, to a date “immediately
after Deepavali”, without
specifying an exact date,

The MDR was to be le-
vied at 0.4% on UPI tran-
sactions exceeding £2,000
at medium and large mer-
chant establishments.
Transactions refated to the
capital market and those
done In strategic sectors
will face different MDR
rates.

According to govern
ment sources, the decsion
to delay the implementa-
tion of MDR on UPI was
made In the Prime Minis-
ter's Office following
strong  appeals  from
traders.

“The UPI and Services
Steering Commitnee today
decided that, keeping in
mind the festive season,
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) on select Person-to-
Merchant (P2M) UPI tran-
sactions shall be imple-

Black ribbon seen across payment codles at a shop in Bhopat last

weoek as traders protested the proposed fee for UPI transactions, an

mented immediately post
Deepavali at a date to be
notihed separately,” the
NPCI said ina statement on
Tuesday.

It is to be noted that the
Supreme Court has direct-
ed the NPCI, the Union go-
vernment, and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBD) to file
affidavits by fate October
explaining the rationale for
imposing MDR on speci-
fied UPI transactions,

‘Welcome decision’

The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) de-
scribed the decision to de
lay the MDR rollout as
“timely and pragmatic”,
particularly during the fes-
tive and wedding season,

Daily Current Affairs « 14 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

when millions of traders
and MSMEs depend on
higher business volumes,

Praveen  Khandelwal,
founder and secretary-gen-
eral of CAIT and a Bharati-
va Janata Party (BJP) MP,
welcomed the  decision,
saying that it would protect
traders’ interests and sus-
tain digital payment mo-
mentum during the festive
season.

CAIT said the decision
followed a mecting on Sep-
tember 30, when a delega
tion of 20 trade leaders led
by Mr. Khandelwal met Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and *highlight-
ed the implications of the
proposed 0.40% MDR on
UPI transactions exceeding

12,000". Its statement
said, "Additional transac
tion costs [during the fes-
tive season] could have
placed an avoidable bur-
den on merchants operat-
ing on thin margins and
discouraged the wider ac-
ceptance of  digital
payments.”

Separately, The Hindu
has learnt that, earlier this
month, liquefied petro
leum gas (LPG) distribu-
tors had approached the
Petrofeum and Naturil Gas
Ministry seeking a com-
plete exemption from MDR
or any other payment in
frastructure-related Jevies,

The distributors argued
that they have no autono-
my to regulate cylinder
prices and receive fixed
commissions on sales, and
that MDR levies would not
bode well for their earn-
Ings.

They also added that
this could create condi-
tions for a return to cash or
i payment econotmy where
consumers pay In a stag-
gered manner to circum-
vent the 22,000 threshold,
creating a  “logistical
inconvenience~,

(With inputs from

Saptaparno Ghaosh)
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UPI Merchant Fee (MDR) Postponed
Beyond Deepavali on Traders’ Appeal

TR} &1 e 4R UPI @iFe UR 0.4% A feI®Ide 3¢ (MDR) dlutaell & 91¢ a9

\_

© eoian | Ao

» 0.4% MDR on UPI
payments > 2,000
0.4% MDR

> Only at medium & large
merchants (P2M)

AYH 9 98 ATURI

» Capital-market &
strategic sectors: different
rates

3T a3

7

J

%Vé\_[y postponed | &l - e In court | 3feTad H >

.
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0.4% on > ¥2,000
0.4%

» Decision taken in PMO
after traders’ appeal

PMO

» CAIT: burden in festive
& wedding season

©IgR

» LPG distributors sought
full exemption

LPG [ddR&

» SC asked NPCI, Centre,
RBI to explain MDR
rationale

SC 4 BT

» Affidavits due by late
October

SfFEE 3{d
» Fear: return to cash, split
payments < 32,000

TdHal Aoyl
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UPI fee (MDR) postponed — in depth (1/2)

UPI I[eh RIRT — faar 3 (1/2)

.

MDR
MDR

P2M
P2M

P2P
P2P

Fee merchant
pays to bank
per payment

R[eh

Person-to-
merchant

fad I SATARI

Person-to-
person — stays
free

Hferd ¥ e

J

.

> Run by NPCI (set up
2008 by RBI & IBA)

NPCI 2008

» Launched 2016; ~85%
of India’s digital payments
2016

» Live in UAE,
Singapore, France, Sri
Lanka, etc.

fac=r
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° Key terms | WO sz AR e UPI facts | UPI'd ad eThe debate | dgd &
Term Meaning
e 31

» Banks: zero MDR Is
unsustainable — infra
costs

d&

» Traders: thin margins;
hurts digital adoption

» Govt pays incentive for
small UPI payments

I 31l
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UPI fee (MDR) postponed — in depth (2/2)

UPI Y[ RIRT — favar 3 (272)

a Zero-MDR to MDR? | X[ ¥ MDR d®

0-0-0-

2020: zero UPI boom 0.4% plan
MDR UPI gf& 0.4%
U MDR
Push digital Billions/month Big merchants
3Rl §¢ UR]

.

0

Deferred

After Deepavali

uraelt 9rg
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Did you know?

T 3T

» RuPay & BHIM are also
NPCI products

RuPay, BHIM

» Payment systems are
regulated under the PSS
Act, 2007

Pss 3ifef<ad 2007
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UPI fee (MDR) postponed — Map & Diagram
UPI e WId — AT 9 3RE

r ™
Rea%,atrhe visual
How'a:URl payment moves (P2M) > Payment travels: issuer
bank — NPCI — acquirer
( , bank
Customer Customer’s NPCI Merchant’'s Merchant NPCI I% 2
pays 2,500 > bank —® (uPI switch) — > bank —P(medium/large)|
via UPI (issuer) (B » MDR = fee charged to
| ) | J J the merchant, not the
T customer
TR | Yeh
Now: rollout POSTPONED to after Deepavali MDR = 0.4% fee on the merchant
* Small merchants & payments = ¥2,000: no MDR only for P2M payments > 2,000 > Planned 0.4% Only on
* Person-to-person (P2P) payments: free = ¥10 on 2,500 P2M > %2,000
32,000 ¥ 3{{¥d
> Now deferred till after
Deepavali

_ Agaftrese
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ARTICLE 3 « HEALTH — MEDICAL ETHICS | T4 - fafeer

Overtreatment & overmedication

3fd-ITER

India’s problem of overtreatment, overmedication

e maedBoine has never been

moee capable tham It is boday, Tests

detect il earkes, scans reveal

Trreiaibide sbesormualithes, medicieey
prevent o treat sesses, and lroerventions and
procedures can see lves within mimaes. Yee, the
o syslemn shet can do moew i incrvsdiudy
tempted o overtres and overmedicate.

[ wm overmieds are sot
saniply thar use of an unmecissary meckcine et
often wchaln: & iest detsecrs an inchdental
abmocmalny, which beads to smother vest, o
dggmonis and thaen x prescripeion thet may
hecoete peomanent. Whi begiin s pesvention
can end tn lorg e medcanon of sunery.
Then, in india, overtrestment coexsts with
Tl e LINDSCERRry M1 et lns Are
offered 10 some, widle marry others sl bck
ossernhsl pranary oy, affcedytée medicmes and
limwly (v

Health packages and tests

The rise of overtreoconene is the result of &
comvergence of several lanors. The frst driver of
overtreEtent is unneoesary and excessve
Testhogg — hoth scrownieng and diagnossic - which
creates 4 cascade of care. A review articie in the
prestigons Nottaoal Madioal joermaf of dndia in
2006 Soannnd that roustine Bk ook pockagpe
often Inehade urwsaranted sests that can dead v
false posiwve resufts, anvety, hrther

Ity Faggreonic anal over >
The crurht s chat the ahiliy oo test Ris eapoandod
faster tham our sty 10 decide who actually
neels beting

The second drive & the Bagassaion of
health and medical care. 1ts most visble
mrearelestnion i Indka bs an escesskoe focus om
spocial and s specisdiat cane, A person with
2 comumon health problem ofien goes divecsly oo
pectilist or superspecialis. A person with
chironi: coodithons sy consdt several
spoeckilsts, each optimising ame et of Gee
without pecessnly poring smention % the
peras other baakh probbems. The pationt is
Treatid b pures, whie the lraoman body Soes oot
Ive In specialties.

This matters porticulariy i okber aduks A
wpteratic revieow and metiaesdysis of deadian
smudies, publahed in Frontiers in Marmaobagy n
20, repeetnd polypharimecy in shoot 49% of
older adudts. Another study, published in
Scientific Reports in 2025, found thar nghly
coms-thind of nhder advits were taking five or mote
pernscribaed medichues (polypluscy), with
poteneaily Inappoopciite medicines sdestified in
Z5% of cases

Tl (e <o N0t i ul everyorn
takdng several medicines is heing ovestresoed.
They do, bowever, show wiw medication reviews

Crandrakant
Lubarise

A pracsung phyeoan
and the arhar of
“PRbF e You Dot
Ioed Dwryrreg You
Fumes Doy
Prmssabed [2GE1

Unnecessary
s,
presCrgings
A proceduanes
are part of the
Hrowmg
overtreatment
oo
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and deprescribiiog ot becosse routine.
A third focce i the tassformation of heslth
care mio a marsetplace. Laboratory tess,
Boitesd & . 1

supplemenes and mimicng deices e
become prodoces 1o be sold -~ sometimes

clindcises and pathents shoukd guestion. The
message & that medicne regquines sronger
mechanismes for seif-coerection. The subtions are
o practisng bener sodcine. Halting and
resersing overmedcalsation regulres the
eogagement of all stakeholders, including
-y o) 3 PR

v

prodects in warch ol sl Axa
vesult, the boundarkes berween those who
gemenedy need these mterventons and those
wi o oot can Bevone Burmed. A linked aspect
& that much of Reakth cre and medical care in
Indla opesates on 2 fee-for-service model, whilch
can rewsesl actreky reteer than restraine, Marry
pohents Covalder amedical comalistion
comphete cely when severad medicines and
mveigmions have been peescrived.

Hendtly st Is w prosos soluion S
fnanclad peceection from eakth relaed
expenses, i1 the cost & borne by the nsures
Horevwe, it can orvase both ‘exante’ and ea-post’
ol hazseds. dbcourgiog preventhe care and
encouraging bospétaks and patbents to Srvour
costlier imerventions. Wise is foagotten s that
while someone eke may bear the heancel cost. &
= the petsern’s bodky that undergoes the
nlorvwention, Puying suseoe premims lor
yesrs does not mean that ose mist ‘recoves” the
money bry undergoeng a relatvedy unnecessary
froosdure oF sy,

Fourth, patient beliefs dnd expectmions wisog
fm advances in medical caoe where people
wanst certainey when tHiey s worried and sy
Soel o somseching taghie sheuld follow o
consultathon. Reassurance can look like troction.
observation can feel nferior 5o 2 soa [Sestyle
advioe can upper bess senous than moedodion.
Doctons may respondd oo these expecunions,
partscularly in orowded chnics where expl

V
sl health polcymakers.

First, lndba mseds 1o rebnsld stronger and
Punetiomsal prumary cane and nesiore the lamily
Plrysiciun as tho sk podinn of contact S0 o
ninemenpency health neads, A peneral phossican
cm dechide which problents requere specadist
expertbe, recomcile maltiple prescriptions and
recognise when treatment can safedy be reduced.
Initiation of care by groeeal physician, folowed
Ty eonulinuiy fheough (he referval paetraigy,
Protects patients xzaind overmedcrion and
mess sEpeies.

Seconil, veery ool prvsaription shoskd
cary & veview date and, where appropriate, o
poesitte stop dne. Medicines shouks noc becomse
Tifehong sirnply bevause nobody wbs whether
they wre sl needed. Obder adults and peogple
taking five or moce modicines should periodically
undengo 3 structured medication review
wsessng indication, beneth, duplicatioo,
imeractions and opportunities for depeescrbing,

Develop Indla specitic lises

Thind, professiomst medical soceties and the

ndin Councl of Medicad Research shouk!

develop Badian Hats of low vidue 1ests, Deatmenss

o peocediures — stmélar o Chocsdng Wisedy -

ol emibed these principles in medical rainieg,
Sation st Guusdity iy

programunes. Hospltals shoukd measuse nee ondy

whether oo ded core was provaded, bot

oo Time.

The filth drver & the rise of defensive
medhane’, m which cimichins, fearing the they
onighit tria i e dingnosis, may comsider
COdering anoher Testas the safer oprion. What is
often lorgoiten, howveser, Is that every tes corhes
potemtizd riaky, both froen the best itself st from
the discovery of abesorssdities e may meves
Turve cased harm

Choosing wisely

Incka & noe shome: in oy this problem.
Ovurtrowt et first Decame widdely eevogiasd in
high income couniries and & now noressingly
vishle across many middie income nations. This
gave rise 10 the gobed Choosayg Wisdy
eovernent, which encoweages peopde 1 chuses
health-care buerveasons moee carefully, it is
agains this backdrop, betwern 2002 aod 2028,
Ahuat ey 8O specialty societios wockhide
pralislied Close 80 700 recommendaions
demtifyug omdreds of tests and treatments tho

sso whether stineorssary Caee was muided

Foundy, before surieg any lest of eament,
patients showdd note that these four geedions
mativr: Why do | newd thsd Whee luppens if 1
WE? Wit are the possibie bosefies and rided
What are the atemanives? These (queastions Ge
nitntantially snprose clinios comvensations and
MBS,

Fith, payment systems and health nsurance
et rewand oatoomes, clinica reasoning snd
contioaity of care rather B voluime akooe. A
hesithr-care sysemn shoubd not make it fmamocally
e 80 orter i scan Chan (o waplain thosgdafadly
why thar scan may be unnecessany.

Medicd advances will contimee - and they
shoukd Homever, the nes stage of medical
progress will cone not coly Som discovering
moee tests, medicines and procedares, but ako
froen Searming when not (o vee them, Good
indicion requires wclion when action bedps. e
o age of medical dbundance, ¥ Increasngly
requires samethong move ditficult - restraim,
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India’s Problem of Overtreatment

and Overmedication 6 oosg sy
YR # TR P ST, §aT4 g UhaTd 9¢ 6T - 1Y g &3 @i &1 gi-ard) garst o 78

The paradox | e Polypharmacy | dg-gdl e :

» Overtreatment for some ( 1 \ » Excess testing;
’ ~ 0 ~ . L
undertreatment for many 49 Y0 1/3 specialist fragmentation
3ffd T 3¢ ITIR Older adults on Take 5+ NI
. d dici
> T_es_tmg grew faster ’Fhan ma(%z?;gs m(ezg(;'gfs 8 Health as a market; fee-
deciding who needs it ——ggd ) __s«aam@ | | for-service
A4 E[f% s N\ N W.
. . 28.8% || ~700 . S
» Prevention can end in » Patient expectations;
lifelong drugs or surgery - Have t “?/C_OOTif]g defensive medicine
3|'|En3:|' inappropriate Isely TP ﬁrm:“.
Gd1 drugs advisories X
G J e > ’ J Y,
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ARTICLE 3

HEALTH — MEDICAL ETHICS | a4 - faferen

Overtreatment & overmedication — in depth (1/2)

-SSR — IR A (1/2)

° Insurance moral hazard o

» Ex-ante: insured skip
prevention

Gl

» EXx-post: favour
costlier procedures

qyid

> |nsurer pays — but your
body bears the risk

mﬂvwa‘r@ﬁ

.

J

e Solutions | HHTYTA

o
LI

» General physician as
first point of contact

I Ffecae

> Routine medicine
review, deprescribing

o1 JHIE
> India-specific “low-
value” test lists

YR It

. J

Class24

Linked issues

Hefird g

» Antibiotic overuse —
AMR (antimicrobial
resistance)

AMR

» High out-of-pocket
spend (~40% of health
costs)

ECECE]

» NMC (2020) regulates
medical ethics
NMC

R
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Overtreatment & overmedication — in depth (2/2)
fI-ITAR — AR & (2/2)

G Practising better medicine | dgdr Ffeen ina

Class24

Did you know?

AT 3T T &2
- » Hippocrates: “First, do
- -~ ~ no harm”

Primary care Test only if Review drugs Better

first needed _ a1 gHien outcomes » Choosing Wisely
WYHS q@UTT  TRevd W S qdgar oy began in the USA (2012)
GP coordinates Evidence-based Deprescribe Lower cost 2012

JHaY q1ed LY &HH AT !

Daily Current Affairs « 14 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

20



Class24

Overtreatment & overmedication — Map & Diagram
JfI-STAR — AT 9 3RA

Read the visual

EECIREE

The “cascade of care”: how overtreatment begins » A routine test finds a
harmless abnormality

gIFRIed ™™=

» — more tests —

Routine B _ _ _
fepmackl S O incidentar \ ‘ diagnosis — lifelong
naing | : . .
R Mgrsec:‘s:s 3 D(iagno:is medicine
may be 3"@3:[ aa'l'
\ harm!I'ess) \A m%?.'g:g /
surgery
» Each step adds cost
and risk
5 drivers: excess testing * specialist fragmentation = health as a market (fee-for-service) * patient expectations « defensive medicine
AT d SIRGH

» Fix: primary care first,
review medicines

U d@yHTE )
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Generate exam papers at last minute

TR ol A

“To prevent leaks, generate
exam papers at last minute’

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Challenged with a slew of
question paper leaks that
have threatened the credi-
bility of India’s examina-
tion system, Infosys co-
founder Nandan Nilekani
has suggested a solution:
create “a massive bank of
questions”, and only gen-
erate the final paper at the
last minute.

He added that artificial
intelligence could also be
used to generate the ques-
tion paper on the day of
the examination itself. For
any of this to work, of
course, examinations will
have to be held in compu-
ter-based test mode, aban-
doning the traditional pen-
and-paper format.

Mr. Nilekani is the chair-
man of a six-member high-
powered task force on ex-
am reforms set up by the
Union government in July.

He was responding to a

Nandan Nilekani

question on the security is-
sues and weaknesses of the
exam system observed by
the task force, posed at the
Bloomberg New Economy
Forum 2026 on Tuesday.
“The issue that led to

this committee is that of

question paper leaks. Why
do we need to have so-
mething called ‘a question
paper'?  Because that
creates an economic incen-
tive for it to be sold. One
way to look at how to solve
it is to have a massive bank
of questions, and only at

Daily Current Affairs « 14 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

the last minute generate
the question paper for the
day,” Mr. Nilekani said.

The panel is studying
the feasibility of conduct-
ing all exams using CRBT,
Mr. Nilekani said. “The
committee is looking at
how to make sure all ex-
ams are done on CBT. That
requires a network of loca-
tions. We have 1,50,000 lo-
cations where young can-
didates can take a test and
that needs to be expand-
ed,” Mr. Nilekani
emphasised.

The Al option

Asked whether artificial in-
telligence could be used to
spontaneously create a
question paper on the day
of the exam, Mr. Nilekani
responded saying, “Yeah
sure.” He added: “If you
look at it systematically, go
to the root cause of why it
is happening and use tech-
nology to solve it they are
solvable issues.”

Class24
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To Prevent Leaks, Generate
Exam Papers at the Last Minute: Nilekani

Class24

Exam-reform task
force
e B

g AR UuR ol A & fore fawmer uy 99 9918 3R udhen & fa7 € TR R &% - 9t vfhent ceT A

© hosaidit | mTE & W@ whatitneeds | TEE OB

° The idea | far

» “Why have a question
paper at all?”

"YU 7"

» Create a massive
guestion bank

faend yy d

» Generate paper at the
last minute — even by Al

Al T

\_

J

» Nandan Nilekani, Infosys
co-founder

e TA®for
» Chairs 6-member task
force on exam reform (July)

6 TSI

» Spoke at Bloomberg
New Economy Forum

A

.

» All exams in computer-
based test (CBT) mode
CBT

» Expand ~1.5 lakh test
locations

1.5 o9 &[4

» Drop pen-and-paper
format .
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Generate exam papers at last minute — in depth (1/2)
TR @d Ad — fawar & (1/2)

Earlier steps | fioa
hqH

e Challenges | Tifadl A\

° Anti-leak law | BT JW

» Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024

2024 ffefraw

» Jail 3-10 years; fine up
to ¥1 crore

3-10 94

» Covers UPSC, SSC,
RRB, IBPS, NTA

Foa et

.

J

.

» Radhakrishnan
Committee (2024) on
NTA reform

RTUTH O TfHfd
» House panel (Oct

2026): NEET in CBT,
vendor blacklist

TS afHfd

» Multi-shift tests need
fair normalisation

ATHRIH T

» Digital divide in rural
areas

fefored siar
» Question-bank quality
& secrecy

HUEKI

» Cyber attacks on CBT
systems

HIQdR MdR]
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Generate exam papers at last minute — in depth (2/2)
TR @d Ad — fawar & (2/2)

G A leak-proof exam | e-Ah wden

Did you know?

T 3T

» NTA set up 2017,
conducts NEET, JEE
Main, CUET, UGC-NET

Questlon bank Paper on exam Encrypted Nothlng to sell
day delivery 994 Bl $S T8l NTA 2017
g4 e TR Tf=pes > Nilekani was the
Lakhs of Qs Randomised / Al To CBT centre Trust restored foundin hairman of
SIECIRCE] Al CBT &g YR ounding chairman o

UIDAI (Aadhaar)
STYTR

\ J \_ J
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Generate exam papers at last minute — Map & Diagram
TR &l Ad — AR 9 3RE

Old model: printed paper

Nilekani plan: question bank + CBT
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Old: paper exists for

P t week Massi ti
“hadvance bank (lakhs of Qs) weeks — can be sold
. . URTET: Tdh &I Wl
Printed & Paper generated » New: huge qu estion
transported at the last minute (Al)
bank
v Y 0y db
Stored at Delivered encrypted
centres to CBT centres > Paper made at the
v v last minute, even by Al
LEAK RISK at No paper to sell — 3ifaq &ul
every step NO LEAK incentive
» Needs CBT centres —

now ~1.5 lakh

CBT g
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What is preventive detention?
frar® ARty

What is preventive detention?

What does the law permit. and where must the State draw the Tine? What safeguards does the Constitution provide against arbitrary detention? How has
preventive detenton evolved in India? What is the difference between preventive detention and prohibitory orders?

< > (1975) Supreme Court observed that the THE GIST
ENPLARNER reguirement of communication of THE GIST
grounds of detention acts as a check
Rizmi Lig M, against arbitrary and capricious exercise v
of pawer. The detaining suthority caninot — pe e dotention slows
The story so far: whisk away a person and puthim behind 4 4horities to detsin o person

he Dethi Police detained more

than 5,000 protesters as they

tried to reach Jantar Mantar for

the protest demancling the
resignation of Cliel Election
Commissloner Gyanesh Kumar and a
rollback of the SIR. In the lead-up to the
protests In Dethd, there was 2 natlonwide
crackdown on progesters by the police
force. Among those detained and brutally
manhandled by the Dedhi police were
leaders of various political factions,
lormer Chiel Ministers, the Leader of the
Opposition, lawyers, journalists, stodents,
activisss, and reportedly people who were
not even part of the protest. Police
detained people at representatives’
residences even before the protest
started, and en route o the protest site.
However, the Supreme Court on October
11 directed the Centre and the Delhi Police
to ensure free moverment of people
‘subject 1o law and oeder’,

This prompes an understanding of
what preventive detention is, how it can
be imposed, and how It came into
practice,

ASA’s Neha Bora during a protest march ot Connaught Place in New Dely, SHaSH1 SHERHAR RASHYAP

bars at #ts own sweet will. It must have
grounds for doing so and those grounds
must be communicated to the detenu, so
that, not only the detenu may know what
are the facts and materials before the
detalning authority on the basis of which
he is being deprived of his personal
liberty, but he can also invoke the power
of judicial review, howsoever lmited and
peripheral it may be, The detem has to
be afforded an opportunity of making a
representation against the order of
detention.

In 2012, the Supreme Court criticised
the government for imposing Section 144
against a sleeping crowd at Ramilila
Maidan in New Delhi during protests
against the Congress-led UPA
government, “Such a provision can be
used only In grave clircumstances for

maintenance of public peace, The efficacy

ol the provision is to prevent some
harmful occurrence iImmediaely.
Therefore, the emergency st be
sudden and the consequences sulbciently
grave,” the court sald.

In Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v
Unrar of i (2018), the Supreme Court

to prevent anticipated threats
to public order or secunty, but
It must be distoguished from
profibitory arders and other
police acticn against protesters

v

Aricle 22 of the Constution
provides sadeguards for
detamed persons, whie laws
such as the National Security
Act set out the grounds and
procecres for datenticn

-

Courts can review state acbien
to prosect individual lberty,
emphasising that restrictions
on protest and preventive
detention must remsn within
legal and constitutional lemits

What Is preventive detention? emphasised that these powers must be (October 11, 2026) bearing to direct the set aslde 4 Nattonal Green Tribunal oeder
‘Preventive detention” means detention of — exercised judiciously, proportionately, Union government and the Delhi Police to  banning all protests along Jantar Mantar
a person without a trial or comviction bya  and only when there i an imnminent stop iflegal detentions and allow free and Road, The court said a complete ban was

court. The peimary objective of threat to public order, and not as a smooth movement of people and traffic, excessive, observing that the “solution

preventive detention & not to punish an routine measure as well as the operations of Metro and rail ~ was not to han the demonstrations
individial for a past offence but to services, but “subject to Law and public altogether”. It directed the authorities to
prevent him from committing an offence How has preventive detention order”, create a system 1o regulate protests and
in the future. evolved? The Supreme Court directed that Delbi | grant permissions,
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What is preventive detention?

Fare ARy

Power of preventive detention can be
exercised by the authorities on the
grounds of public order, security of the
State, and law and order.

The National Security Act, 1980 (NSA)
allows for preventive detentbon If the
government is satisfied that a person’s
activities are prejudicial to the defence of
India, the relations of India with foreign
powers, or the security of the State.

What is a prohibitory order under the
BNSS?

Section 163 of the BNSS largely retains the
spirit of #ts predecessor, Section K4 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, 1t
empowers 3 District Magistrate, a
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, or any other
Executive Magistrate specially
empowered by the State Government, 1
Issue orders when there ks sufficlent
ground for proceeding and immediate
prevention or speedy remedy Is desirable.
The primary objective is to prevent
obstruction, annoyance, or injury to any
person lawfully employed, or danger to
human life, headth, or safety, or a
disturbance of the public tranquiflity, or a
e, or an affray.

The provision is preventive in nature,
designed to avert potential harm rather
than to punish past acts. The Magistrate
must be satisfied that there s an urgency
that necessitates an immediate order,
even without prior notice to the affected
parties.

The power is extraordinary and is
Intended for situations where the normal
course of law enforcement might be too
sow to prevent immediate barm, The
order st clearly state the material facts
upon which it is based, ensuring
transparency and providing grounds for
potential challenge.

Furthermore, orders under Section 163
HNSS are subject 10 judicial review by the
High Courts under thelr revissonal
Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court, in cases
like Babulal Parate v. State of Maharashira
(1961) and Madhu Limaye v. Sub-Divistonal
Magistrate (1971), has consistently

Preventive detention in India has evolved
from a colonial tool used to suppress
political dissent into a Jegal mechanism
intended to protect national security and
public order. During British rule, Lows
such as the Rowlart Act, 1919, and the
Defence of India Act, 1939, allowed the
authorities to detain individuals without
trial, often targeting freedom fighters and
political opponents.

After Independence, India retained
preventive detention, introducing the
Preventive Detention Act, 1950, which
remmained i force until 1969, The
Maintenance of Internal Security Act
(MISA), 1971, further expanded detention
powers and was widely used against
political opponents during the
Emergency (1975-1977). It was repealed in
1978.

The Natlonal Security Act (NSA), 1980,

ently established a continuing
legal framework for preventive detention.
Other laws, including the Conservation of
Foreign Exchange and Prevention of
Smuggling Activities Act (COFEPOSA),
1974, also authorised preventive detention
for specific purposes.

Meanwhile, amendments to the
Unkwful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), 1967, expanded the state’s powers
1o address terrarism and unlawful
activites.

Over time, the Supreme Court's
interpretation of personal liberty has also
evolved. Maneka Gandhi v, Union of India
(1978) established that procedures
restricting personal liberty must be just,
fair and reasonable, However, concerns
over profonged detention without trial,
inadequate judicial oversight and the
potential misuse of these Liws coatinue to
raise questions about the balance
between national security and
fundamental rights.

What did the Supreme Court order on

October 11?7

With respect to the Delhi procests, the

Supreme Court convened what it called

an “extraoedinary, exceptional” Sunday
&

T P I T T OB S O
Metro and railway services operate
normally, and that internet services
remain available in accordance with the
law. It said the movement of people and
vehicles across Delli must not be
unnecessarily obstructed and that
barricades must be reviewed based on
law-and-order and traffic requirements.
The court said there must be no unlawful
detention and that all detentions must
follow the procedure established by law.
It also directed that peaceful assemblies
be allowed in accordance with the law,
except in areas where prohibitory orders
uneder Section 162 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) are in
force, Any natice board announcing
Section 163 restrictions near the Supreme
Cotsrt must be removed, # still in place, to
ensure access to the Supreme Court and
other courts. The court also recorded the
assurance that lawyers, journalists and
other professionals would not be
prevented from performing their duties.
The court issued notice in contempt
proceedings alleging violation of its
October 9 order and directed the
authorities to submit a compliance report
by October 13, inchuding details of Metro
restrictions and mitway advisories.
Habeas corpus petitions alleging mass
detentions will abso be heard with the
madn cases on October 13, The court sald
the State must explain the circumstances,
manner and legal justification for the
alleged detentions, emphasising its duty
under Article 32 of the Constitution to
protect and enforce fundamental rights,

What have the courts said about
preventive detention?
Earlier, in Babulal Parate v, State of
Maharashtra (1961), the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutional validity of
Section 144 CrPC but said it could be wsed
only in emengencies o prevent specific
threats o public order. The court held
that the power was not “unlimited or
untrammeelied™ and had 1o be exercised
within the limis set by law.

In Khudiram Das v. State of West Bengal

GRS |
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The Supreme Court in the case of Shaik
Naznen v. State of Telangana (2022
observed that powers to be exercised
under the preventive detention laws are
exceptional powers which have been
given to the Government for its exercise in
an exceptional situation as it strikes hard
on the freedom and liberty of an
individual, and thus cannot be exercised
in @ routine manmner,

According to Ameema Begum v State of
Tetanguna (2023), Supreme Court
observed that to unchain the shackles of
preventive detention, it is important that
the safeguards enshrined in cur
Corstitution, particufarly under the
“golden triangle” formed by Articles M, 19
and 21, are diligently enforced.

Article 14 ensures equality before the
law, Article 19 provides important
freedoms such as freedom of speech,
expression, assembly, and movement,
and Article 21 guarantees the right to life
and personal liberty,

What are the safeguards against
preventive detention in the
Constitution?

Article 22 of the Constitution provides
safeguards against arbitrary proventive
detention. Under Article 22(4), a person
generally cannot be detained for more
than three months without an Advisory
Board reviewing the case, subject to the
constitutional requirements and
exceptions, Under Article 22(5), the
autharities must communicate the
grounds of detention to the detainee as
soon as possible and give them an
opportunity to make a representation
against the order. The grounds must be
communicated in a manner that allows
the detainee to effectively challenge the
detention.

Preventive detention orders are also
subject to judicial review. Courts can
examine whether the authorites followed
the law, considered relevant material and
complied with constitutional safeguards.
Therefore, the power must be exerclsed
carefully and cannot be used arbitrarily,

o

A
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What Is Preventive Detention
and Where Must the State Stop?

Art 22 & NSA 1980
3. 22

frarR® FRiY: famr geed fevrd - wiie & SrRTy &) Ao+ & forg; S 22 & JR&m SUr 3R sy
163 BNSS) ¥ 3ia¥

° Meaning | aref an ?;t 22 safeguards | 1. O Vs Pr(g_iab?il%y order ha
> De_tetr?tlon without trial or > Grobugds told “as soon as dP;fgﬁtr:g\r:e Sec 163 BNSS
conviction may be YRT 163

farR® ARy
fo= T qaen qyTRity FRL
_ _ Targets a Targets an
» Aim: prevent a future » Right to make a person arealactivity
offence, not punish a past representation T 2B
one 3rded Under NSA, By Executive
v AHAT PSA etc. Magistrate
> Beyond 3 months — NSA AfRee
» Grounds: public order, Advisory Board review Can last
- @é Short, urgent
security of State HATe PR months Ui
J \_ J \_ J
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What is preventive detention? — in depth (1/2)

AarR® Ry — fawarR A (172)

° Key laws | W@ BT &

Law Year
AL G CL

Preventive
Detention Act
PDA

MISA (repealed

1978)
Har

COFEPOSA

(smuggling)

National
Security Act
NSA

1950-69

1971

1974

1980

.

J

.

Key judgments

qqEt

» A.K. Gopalan (1950) —
narrow view of liberty

T

» Maneka Gandhi (1978)

— “just, fairz reasonable”
A1 Wi

» Ameena Begum

(2023) — exceptional
power, use sparingly

Class24

Prohibitory orders

LR N

» Babulal Parate (1961),
Madhu Limaye (1970)
upheld Sec 144

JIgaTd WRTd
» Ramlila Maidan
(2012): only in grave
emergency

AT A

» Reviewable by High
Courts

gIs PIc
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What is preventive detention? — in depth (2/2)
farRe MRy — R | (2/2)

G Golden triangle of liberty | T BT TGl AT

©-0-0-0

Art 14 Art 19 Art 21 Art 22
3. 14 3. 19 3. 21 3. 22
Equality Freedoms Life & liberty Detention checks
U WdAd Sildq &

.

Did you know’>
5 QO e

Class24

» Preventive detention is
In Entry 9, List | & Entry
3, List 1l

T T JHAAT A
» India is among few

democracies allowing it in
peacetime

TifdeTa | 4
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What is preventive detention? — Map & Diagram
fFrare MRy — aafes 9 s

Preventive detention in India: from colonial tool to legal framework

1980
Colonial era Independent India National
Security Act
2026
1950 Delhi
1919 Preventive 1974 detentions;
Rowlatt Act Detention Act COFEPOSA SC steps in
® & G ®9-80 @®-
Art 22 safeguards:
1939 1971 » Grounds told “as soon as may be”
Defence of MISA = Right to make representation
India Act (Emergency use) + >3 months needs Advisory Board

Daily Current Affairs

1978
Maneka Gandhi:
“just, fair, reasonable”
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Colonial roots: Rowlatt
Act 1919, Defence of India
Act

Nufafdre

» PDA 1950 — MISA 1971
— NSA 1980
NSA 1980

» Maneka Gandhi (1978):
procedure must be just,
fair, reasonable

AT TiEh
» Art 22: grounds,
representation, Advisory

_ Board

JAIgPR dIS

34



Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | u%ﬁmm%ﬁ%

.

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: UPI & digital payments

Which one of the following statements about
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Central
Bank Digital Currency (Digital Rupee) is not
correct?

(a) UPI is a real-time payment system but Digital Rupee is akin to
sovereign paper currency.

(b) In case of UPI, settlement for end users happens instantly as the
money gets immediately debited or credited but in case of Digital
Rupee, there is no settlement as the wallet balance gets transferred to
another wallet.

(c) UPI transactions are recorded by banks and reflected in bank
statements but in case of Digital Rupee, no data is captured in bank
statements as transactions are from one wallet to another.

(d) In both the cases (UPI and Digital Rupee), the liability lies with the
users and their respective banks.

Class24

UP Police Sl 2025

Exam date: 14 Mar 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: NPCI

The UPI payment system was developed by
which Indian organisation?

(a) Reserve Bank of India

(b) National Payments Corporation of India
(c) State Bank of India

(d) Ministry of Finance

Daily Current Affairs
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Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper ) UP Police SI 2025

Exam date: 24 May 2026 <+ Topic: UPI & digital payments Exam date: 14 Mar 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: NPCI

Which one of the following statements about Unified The UPI payment system was developed by which
Payments Interface (UPI) and Central Bank Digital Indian organisation?
Currency (Digital Rupee) is not correct?

(a) UPI is a real-time payment system but Digital Rupee is akin to sovereign paper (a) Reserve Bank of India
currency.

(b) In case of UPI, settlement for end users happens instantly as the money gets (b) National Payments Corporation of India
immediately debited or credited but in case of Digital Rupee, there is no settlement (C) State Bank of India
as the wallet balance gets transferred to another wallet. . .

(d) Ministry of Finance

(c) UPI transactions are recorded by banks and reflected in bank statements but in
case of Digital Rupee, no data is captured in bank statements as transactions are
from one wallet to another.

(d) In both the cases (UPI and Digital Rupee), the liability lies with the users
and their respective banks.

Answer: (d) Digital Rupee is a liability of the RBI, not users’ banks. Answer: (b) NPCI (2016).
SUAT RBI &1 GAGRI | NPCI|

. J . J
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | u%ﬁmm%ﬁ%

SSC Stenographer 2025

Exam date: 6 Aug 2025 (Shift 2) « Topic: Health — Ayushman Bharat

What is the aim of Ayushman Bharat scheme?

(a) Clean drinking water for all
(b) Health insurance for the poor
(c) Free education to children
(d) Housing for the poor

. J
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Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

.

SSC Stenographer 2025

Exam date: 6 Aug 2025 (Shift 2) « Topic: Health — Ayushman Bharat

What is the aim of Ayushman Bharat scheme?

(a) Clean drinking water for all

(b) Health insurance for the poor
(c) Free education to children

(d) Housing for the poor

Answer: (b) PM-JAY: 5 lakh cover per family.
TRIel & oy ey ||
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Test Yourself — Q1-4 | g B qRE

r

of religion, race, caste or sex. 2. Art 326 provides for adult
suffrage. 3. Electoral rolls are prepared under the RP Act, 1951.
Correct?

. 3. 325 ¥, Sifa 3nfe uR It | IfgsPR APpa1 81 2. 3. 326 TUTH
llﬂ%%;ésl 3. gt RP Wﬂﬁuﬁgm%mmﬁ?% 2 9. 326

Consider: 1. Art 325 bars exclusion from electoral rolls on grounds h

fate= &

The statutory custodian of an electoral roll for a
constituen%is the:

HdGTdT Gl BT dUTHS TI&®:

(b) Electoral Registration

(@) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only (a) Chief Electoral Officer Officer

(c) 2 and 3 only (d1,2and 3 (c) Returning Officer (d) Booth Level Officer
. . J
( ( )

@ Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) is paid by: @ g&ggn\’zglg?_ Wi IR, Bes St Up Lineer Hie
Fie fEwPISE ¥e I I &7 NPCI |
(a) The customer (b) The merchant (a) SEBI and NABARD (b) RB.I ?”d Il el
Assoclation

(c) The RBI (d) The Government g:éle'Stry O FEES En (d) NITI Aayog

\_ \ J
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | g B qRE

Class24

-
@ “Polypharmacy” commonly refers to:
“TTeIe " BT 3HY:

(a) Many pharmacies in
one area

(b) Using five or more
medicines together

(c) Herbal medicine (d) Generic drugs

.

~N

r

.

(a) Antimicrobial resistance (b) Vitamin deficiency

Overuse of antibiotics is the major driver of:

tdamaifes & 3ifa-3uahT 3 gere::

(c) Autoimmune disease (d) Obesity

-

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024 provides jail of:

Wi rfafaad 2024 6 9d:

(a) Up to 1 year (b) 1-3 years

(c) 3—10 years (d) Life imprisonment only

\_

r

Under Art 22, preventive detention beyond 3
months needs:

3. 22 & ded 3 HIg ¥ 3fe® R =2;:

(a) Approval of Parliament (0) Report of an Advisory

Board

(c) Consent of the detenu  (d) Order of the President
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | ¥4 &I UG

-

N\
Which case held that procedure restricting liberty @ MISA, widely used during the Emergency, was
must be “just, fair and reasonable”? enacted in:
T, farsaed, SfRra” witpar - v wrat 7 TUTaHTd H Uga Hir feg af s=m
(a) A.K. Gopalan (b) Maneka Gandhi (a) 1950 (b) 1967
(c) Kesavananda Bharati  (d) Golaknath (c) 1971 (d) 1980
J
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

a 1 gﬁqd 2 only — Rolls: RP Act 1950 (1951 Act = conduct of elections).
1 21

Electoral Registration Officer — ERO.
e ﬁamﬁlegmms{%rﬁl

The merchant — Merchant pays the bank per transaction.
HURT|

RBI and Indian Banks’ Association — RBI + IBA, 2008.
RBI d IBAI

Using five or more medicines together — Usually 5+ medicines.
5 T 3 Gy |
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d HATCAT

Antimicrobial resistance — AMR.

JITTORIE iR |

3-10 years — 3-10 years; fine up to X1 crore.
3-10 Y|

Report ofgrg Advisory Board — Advisory Board.
JdlghR dls|

Maneka Gandhi — Maneka Gandhi v Uol (1978).

EECARIIEIT

1971 — 1971, repealed 1978.
19711
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | 9 q fay®

Class24

Myth Buster of the Day — Health | 3Tl T YD

(

\_

o MYTH | fay®

“More tests and more
medicines always mean better
health care.”

3feep S 3R 31feIe < =
SEAR ST |

~

J

Daily Current Affairs

Ve

\_

0 FACT | 9

False. Every test and medicine carries risks and costs.
Routine tests often find harmless “abnormalities” that lead to
more tests, anxiety and lifelong drugs. Older adults taking five
or more medicines face higher risks of side-effects and
dangerous interactions. Good doctors also know when NOT to
test or treat.

eI | §R W19 31R &al & (U SiRGH g ArTd 8 | Fafid S

3R BRI “SRAHFIAIN” €& Tidll &, TR 3R Wil feien
aﬁ?&nﬁﬂmmwa‘raﬁﬁwme{%méﬁaﬁwﬁ
H gUIHIA BT Wl 3D & | 3T Slaex g Hi SI1ell 8 fob Pl
SERIENISEREZG IR

0 More is not always better — wise choices matter. WWWW—WWI
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