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ARTICLE 1 » ECONOMY — INFLATION | 3rdfeuawT - Hgmg

Retail inflation at 2-yr high

T qES

Retail inflation rises to two-year high
of 5.5% as food, fuel become costlier

C.AL S V.
NEW DELHI

Retail inflation rose to a
nearly two-year high of
5.5% in September, driven
up by a continued acceler-
ation in food and fuel infla-
tion, official data released
on Monday showed,

Inflation as measured by
the Consumer Price Index
{CPD in September was the
highest since October
2024. The rate in Septem-
ber also marked a substan-
tial increase over the 4.8%
rate seen the preceding
menth, The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI)'s upper com-
fort limit for retail inflation
Is 6%.

According to  econo-
mists, this acceleration of
inflation shows the RBI's
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee was correct in hiking
rates in its most recent pol-
icy review last week,

“With the CP1 inflation
Jumping to a slighdy higher
than forecast 5.5% in Sep-
tember 2026 and appear-
Ing set to cross 6% In the
ongoing month, the MPC's
recent rate hike appears

M &

Prices climb

Retall inflation rose ta a nearly twa year high of 5.54% in
September 2026, driven by higher food and fuel prices, after

rising steadilty since October 2025

5.22%
8
)
“

, s

0
Dec. 2024 Cet, 2025

Inflation as measured
by the Consumer
Price Index (CPD) in
Sept. was the highest
since October 2024

prescient,” Aditi  Nayar,
chief economist at ICRA,
said. "While the monsoon
has turned out to be fairly
dismal, with inadequate
replenishment of reser-
voirs clouding the outlook
for rabi sowing, another
rate hike in December
seems quite certain,” she
added.

Inflation in the food and
beverages category
S m
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Sept. 2024

Jumped to 7.4% in Septem-
ber 2026 from 5.7% in the
previous month, The new
series of the CP1 does not
provide category-wise his-
torical data before January
2026. The data shows Sep-
tember’s food inflation rate
is the highest during the
period for which there is
data.

Inflation in the tran-
sport segment came in at
5% in September 2026,
having risen for the last five
consecutive months, Ta-
ken together, the tood and
transport prices pushed in-
flation in the “restaurant
and accommodation ser-
vices" segment to 9.4%,

capping off a seven-month
streak  of consecutive
acceleration.

The third segment that
saw elevated inflation was
that of “personal care, so-
cial protection and miscel-
laneous goods & services”,
which saw inflation come
in at 13.75% in September
2026, although this was
the lowest it has been in
the period for which there
Is data.

“Crude oil prices cur-
rently remain elevated,
and their trajectory will
keenly influence the likeli-
hood and extent of further
rate tightening in 2027
the ICRA chief economist
said.

“In the case of personal
care, where inflation was
13.8%, it is mainly due to
silver and gold where pric-
es are determined exter-
nally” Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist at the
Bank of Baroda, said. “In-
dustries like durables,
FMCG, automobile have
announced an increase in
prices and this should get
reflected in the CPI over
the next few months.”
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Retall Inflation Rises to

Two-Year High of 5.5%
Ryday o QT (CPI) HETS 5.5% — AEER 2024 & I1¢ GaH SAUD; WIeT 9 S Al

Sept 2026 CPI

° Rerdav cpi
Key numbers | U9 Why prices rose <
céﬁ'ﬂ% | li" ea:cﬁaz& 6 eWhatnext | 3T AT Tl

1 \ Dismal monsoon — » May cross 6% (RBI upper
0 0 ” | > e
5.5% 7.4% food costlier limit) in October
CPI, Sept (Aug: Food & PHR HIAA 6% UR
4.8%) beverages o . )
CPI CIE| » Crude oil high — » Validates RBI's repo hike
transport inflation 5% to 5.5%
e 0 N\ 0 N\ aﬁ : 1 ‘ a ;1
9.4% |113.75% . . o
» Gold, silver prices set » Another hike likely in
Restaurants & Personal care gIobaIIy December
t old, silver 0} . .
e R Tt e & fie
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Retall inflation at 2-yr high — in depth (1/2)
eI 7S — AR | (1/2)

° Inﬁatio%é;rgeting e ;I_:FV\(/:I()ZIPI.series ‘(’ZVFI’)IIVS WPI | CPIdATH ¥
> Target: CPI 4% + 2% > Released by MoSP|
(2—6%) (NSO) on the 12th of SHl ool

4% * 2% each month Retail prices \F’)Yir(‘:‘;':sa'e
> Set by Centre in MoSPI et I3
consultation with RBI — > New base year 2024 33;2";"5” 2y DRl
every 5 years (from Jan 2026) neludes

5 q 3MYR a4 2024 services Soods only
» Under Sec 45ZA, RBI » Food weight cut; NI
Act (2016) services weight raised

YIRT 45ZA Wl HR ©H
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Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 8



ARTICLE 1 « ECONOMY — INFLATION | 3oqa®T - HgTS

Retalil inflation at 2-yr high — in depth (2/2)
e wemg — fawrR 4 (2/2)

G How costs reach your plate | 'FI?'TH'QWW
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Weak
monsoon
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Less crop
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Costly crude
e dd

Transport up
HiST

0-0-0-0©

Food dearer

HET Yo

7.4%
1.4%

RBI hikes
RBI

Cool demand

Arge
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Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Headline inflation
Includes food & fuel; core
excludes them

eSS §-TH PR

> Inflation +
unemployment rising
together = stagflation

HaTem Ifasii=d #dt
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Retalil inflation at 2-yr high — Map & Diagram
WG UeTs — WHRE 9 3@

Read the visual

EECIREE

» Green band = RBI’s 2—
13.73% 1 6% tolerance

B UST = 2-6% AT

» Sept 5.5% — close to
the 6% ceiling

6% AT & UTg

» Personal care (gold,

ReStaurants -
& stay
Food & bev. - 7.4%
S|Iver) highest at 13.75%
Transport- 50% imﬂ ‘Hd{" O UR
» Food 7.4% — weak

et monsoon effect
WTe] 7.4%

Headline CPI vs RBI band What rose most (Sept 2026)
‘Headline 5.5%
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1t 6% Personal care
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5.5%

Aug 2026 Sep 2026 0 2 4
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Economics Nobel:
AR Add

Hall & Woodford

American economists win Nobel for
linking household trends to policies

NEW DELHI

American economists Rob-
ert E. Hall and Michael
Woodford were on Mon-
day announced recipients
of the 2026 economics No-
bel for providing an empir-
ical formula to help go-
vernment frame policies
that are aimed at stabilis-
ing the economy while in-
corporating househokd de-
mand  behaviour and
supply  behaviour of
companies,

Professor Hall, 83, is
currently the Robert and
Carole McNeil Joint Hoover
Senior Fellow and Profes-
sor of Economics at Stan-
ford University while Mr.
Woodford, 71, is the John
Bates Clark Professor of
Political Economy at Co-
lumbia University,

The official citation of
the economics Nobel, for-
mally the Sveriges Riks-
bank Prize In Economic
Sciences in Memory of
Alfred Nobel, said the duo
was awarded for establish-
ing the “microeconomic
foundations of macroeco-

. |

Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026

Beyond the big picture

American economists bonoured for developing macreeconomic
modeds that derlve Insights from microeconomic trends

importance of
households’
expectations
Robert E. Hall of future path
Stanford of disposable
University, U.S. income

nomic stabilisation”.

“This year’s laureates in
the economic  sciences
have developed new ma-
croeconomic models that
have significantly  im-
proved our ability to imple-
ment effective stabilisation
policy,” the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences said,

About their work

In a paper published in
1978,  Professor  Hall
brought empirical backing
to the idea that, while a
household’s current  dis-
posable income does im-
pact its current spending,
its expectations about the
future path of disposable
income marters almost just

- A

Setupa
composite
framework to
> understand
. business
cycles
and their
Michael Woodford impact on
Columbxa government
University, U.S. policies
as much.
Professor Woodford, on
the other hand, focused on
supply, particularly on

firms and how they set
prices, and combined both
his work and Professor
Hall’s into a composite fra-
mework. This combination
helped with understand-
ing business cycles, what
causes them, how they
play out, and the impact of
these on  government
policy.

“On the basis of these
models, well-timed fscal
and monetary policy mea-
sures can reduce the eco-

nomy's peaks and
troughs,” the statement by

the Royal Swedish Acade-
1

my said. The research
done by Professor Hall and
Professor Woodford also
provides an empirical ba-
sks, as Professor Woodford
himself explained on Mon-
day, for the idea that the ef-
fectiveness of economic
policy is also determined
by how well the govern-
ment communicates the
need for implementing
those policies,

A matter of perspective
“One of the themes in my
work is that government
authorities shouldn't view
stabilisation of the econo-
my as an exercise that is
simply conducted by peo-
ple pulling levers to con-
trol the economy indepen-
dently of what people in
the economy understand
about this,” Professor
Woodford said on Monday
during the press confe
rence announcing the No-
bel results.

He explained that his
work has stressed the need
for consumers to under-
stand the future course of
policy, which is “crucial”
to the effects of policy.
= ARX

The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

* NOBEL PRIZE IN ECONOMICS 2026

How to keep an economy
stable using policy tools
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Economics Nobel 2026:
How Policy Can Keep Economies Stable

Hall & Woodford
(USA)
elcT q
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G The winners | o g qur_}o did what | G 1% e Key message | &I ' N

> Robert E. Hall, 83 — Woodford > Well-timed fiscal +
Stanford elcl gswis monetary policy smooths
TIET:.FB'I?[ Demand side  Supply side booms & busts
g :«rrcgf%tr ISR + Hifgw
» Michael Woodford, 71 — AT &rh ¥ “ +
Columbia Is_lrcl)gnsotleo?m ) How firms set © [DpEEETOS MEEr =
HIsHd qshis eXpected lices people must understand policy
» Citation: “microeconomic future income  ged YR 3U&TY
foundations of SUfEra S » Central banks must
macroeconomic Combined both communicate C|ear|y
stabilisation” Paper in 1978 into one Wy qaie
SRUES 1978 framework
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Economics Nobel: Hall & Woodford — in depth (1/2)
=T A — faarR & (1/2)
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Why it matters today

.
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» Basis of forward
guidance by RBI, US Fed

ARG

» Helps judge when to
hike or cut rates

ENEE
QR Pxid

» Explains inflation
expectations in MPC
statements

HETS U

J

Big ideas before them e . .
Prize facts | Q¥R dY
ELRC L

» Keynes — govt should
step in during slumps
(Great Depression)

» Friedman — permanent
Income, money supply

PR

» Rational expectations
(Lucas, 1995 Nobel)

dbEITd MUY

.

» Formally Sveriges
Riksbank Prize — started
1968, first given 1969

1969

> Prize money 12 million
SEK, shared

1.2 BRUS PHIAT

» 2025: Mokyr, Aghion,
Howitt (innovation-led
growth)

2025 fasidr
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Economics Nobel: Hall & Woodford — in depth (2/2)
T A — fawaR & (2/2)

a How stabilisation policy works | Rfiewor Aifd ¥4

Slump

Cut rates, spend
Q¥

.

Overheatlng

Raise rates
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0-0-0- @

Clear SI nals
gy

Shape
expectations

304U

R 3

Stable
economy

Smaller swings
P H vdlX-deld

Class24

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Indian-born Econ
laureates: Amartya Sen
(1998), Abhijit Banerjee
(2019)

3 I, Sifehia
CEi

» Woodford’s book:
“Interest and Prices”
(2003)

ST US TS
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Economics Nobel: Hall & Woodford — Map & Diagram
A=A Nad — AFRA T RE

Read the visual

EECIREE

Stabilisation policy: smoothing the business cycle

EO.?M_" i_nflatictm Hall: households spend on EXPECTED income » Red = economy left
°t cy: radl-se rates, Woodford: firms set prices looking ahead s
CUt spenaing - clear communication shapes expectations alone: b|g booms & busts

a1 = foqr Aifa

» Green = timely policy
— smooths the cycle

__________________________________________________________________________________ output B = 999 R Hifd

» Boom — raise rates;
Bust — cut rates, spend
BUST - job losses

dell - @R 1, Hdl > W |
Policy: cut rates

raise spending —— Without policy: big booms & busts » Expectations decide how
= \With well-timed policy: smoother cycle
well policy works

T UMY FRufgs

Output / activity
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SIR march; Jantar Mantar denotified
SIR AT: WdR-HdR

INDIA bloc rally takes SIR protest to SC*

Pecition filed In the SC over |

I Opposition alllance comes 1ogether amid heavy I Cong. says on soctal media 2.5 lakh people ook
deletions in poll rolks, elects

police deployment to march to Supreme Court part in the four-hour-long ‘March for Democracy”
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SIR march; Jantar Mantar denotified
SIR AT: WdR-HdR

Jangar Mantar no
more designated
protest venue

NEW DELWI

Tre Dedhi Police on Nonday
denatified Jantar Mantar 2 a
dedignated e ke peotests
pd demaonstrations, replacing
one of the capital’s
longest-ostablished sites of
prasidic t with three
sltemative grounds farther
from the seat of power The
marse drew Criticim from
acirsists, who said relocabing
demonstrations wousd make it
harddar for Citizens o drgw the
sitertion to their demands,
Under 2 standng order try
Do Police Commessiones,
Riwvlila Madon, seound 4 km
from Jantar Mantae, Buran
Ground, around 15 kbm dway,
2 CBD Groond, about 13 km
oy, P
protest venues. » PAGE 4

boen designined s

Form 6 changes
made after ruling
on Bihar SIR: SC

MW DELEL

The Sugreme Couet on Mend iy
clarfied that it had neither
soproved nor dsappeoved the
controversial altentions made
1o Form 6 in its May 27
Jodggrment, which wos entirdly
pbout the legality of the pliot
spacial imenshe ravision |SIR)
Process i Biha, The court said
the Nay I7 rulng pre-dated
the changes made to Form &
Tha changes and modilied
declarations, which reguined
aoplicants te pravide ancestry
detals or Inkage to peevious
SR redls on the ECNe portd,
were troduced subsoguently
nJly, » PAGE S
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SIR march: Jantar Mantar denotified

SIR T SidR-HdR

° LAW

Class24

Jantar Mantar de-notified: What courts have said about designating protest sites

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, October 12

THE DELHI Police on Monday de-notified
Jantar Mantar as a designated protest site,
naming Ramlila Maidan and Burari Grouncl
innarth Delhi and CBD Ground ineast Delhi
asalternatives,

Accordingtothe official notification, the
decision follows a recommendation by a
committee constituted by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA). The move comes
amid the Delhi police's heavy barricading
and crackdown on protesters in central
Delhi since October 10. Protesters have gath-
ered at several locations, including outside
areas where prohibitory orders have been
imposed under Section 163 of the BNSS.

The designation of protest sites is in-
tended 1o regulate demonstrations while ad-
dressing concerns over traffic, public safety,
and residents’ rights.

Whodecides Delhi's protest sites?

Article 19 of the Indian Constitution
guarantees the fundamental rights to free-
dom of speech and expression, and to as-
sembie peaceably, subject to reasonable re-
strictions — including in the interests of
“public order”,

Unlike other states, Delhi's police and
public order fall outside the powers of the
Delhi Assembly. Under Article 239AA(3)(a),
the Legislative Assembly has the power to
make laws for NCT Delhi except on three is-
sues: public order, police, and land.

‘The Delhi Police thus function underthe
MHA, The police regulate demonstrations,
including applications for permission and
compliance with conditions goveming des-
ignated sites. Organisers had to apply 10
daysinadvanceto protest at.Jantar Mantar,
which had a cap of LOOO people. Ramlila
Maidan was another designated site, witha
capacity of around 50,000 people.

Law and order vs ‘public order’

While the police often cite law and order
when regulating protests, Article 19 permits
restrictions on fundamental rightson spec-
ified grounds, including “public order”. The
Supreme Court has treated them differently,

In the 1966 SC ruling of Ram Manohar
Lohia v. State of Bihar, the court observed
that an act may affect law and order without
affecting public order. It described law and
order, public order, and security of the state
asthree concentric clrcles, with public order
occupying a narrower category.

"Law and order represent the largest
circle within which isthe next circle repre-
senting public order and the smallest circle
represents securty of State. It is then easy
to see that an act may affect law and order
but not public order, just as an act may af-
fect public order but not security of the
State,” it said.

In Re: Ramlila Maldan Incident (2012),
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the court said a restriction imposed to
maintain law and order “would be least in-
truding into the guaranteed freedom”,
while public order “may quality for a

greater degree of restriction” since it wasof

greater social concern. The court clarified
that “every breach of peace may not always
lead to public disorder.”

Speaking to The Indian Express, senior
advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan ex-
plained that law and order issuescan involve
localised disturbances, such as two people
fighting on a street. Public order, he said,
concems disturbances that affect the wider
community, such as large-scale disruption
of transport.,

“Law and order Is not a valid basis to limit
theright tospeech and expression,” he said,
adding that the police cannot invoke pubiic
orderontheirown tojustify restricting fun-
damental rights. “The first step is a law
needs to be made which gives police that

power. Then the police exercise the power
underthat law,” he said, adding that the po-
lice must identify the law under which they
are exercising their powers.

Professor G Mohan Gopal told The In-
dian Express that dissent is the “lifeblood of
a peaceful and law-abiding society”™ and
democracy exists to accommeodate different
opinions. He added thatshutting down des-
ignated protest sites and suppressing peace-
ful dissent under “law and order” grounds
risks driving citizens to desperation, “be-
causeall the legitimate channels, democratic
channels for defending the public order
based on democracy have been closed”,

How can protest sites be designated?
Thebenchin Himat Lal K. Shahv. Com-
missionerof Police, Almedabad (1972), held
that the police could require prior per-
mission for public meetings on streets, But
it added that the State “cannot by law

abridge or take away the right of assembly
by prohibiting assembly on every public
street or public place”,

In Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v.

Jriion of India (2018), the case pertained to

restrictions on demonstrations at Jantar
Mantar and moving them to Ramlila Mai-
dan. The petitioners argued that the ground
would be too far from the “concentration of
‘power’™™ in New Delhi, and would impact
the protests’ goals, concerning the very
authorities the slogans are raised against.

While the court accepted that conten-
tion, it underlined the need to balance the
rights of protesters with those of residents
and held that "while regulating such dem-
onstrations in public interest, particular
areas can be earmarked". It thus allowed a
limited portion of Jantar Mantar Road tore-
main open for regulated demonstrations,
noting that the site had been used for pro-
tests for a considerable period.
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INDIA Bloc Takes SIR Protest to SC;
Jantar Mantar No Longer a Protest Site
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SIR march; Jantar Mantar denotified — in depth (1/2)
SIR UTd; SiaR-HaR — faarR & (1/2)
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SIR march; Jantar Mantar denotified — in depth (2/2)
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» Jantar Mantar has been

a protest site since 1993

(moved from Boat Club)
1993

» Electoral rolls are

governed by the RP Act,
1950
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SIR march; Jantar Mantar denotified — Map & Diagram
SIR ATd; SieR-HaR — AMRIA 9 3R

Delhi: Jantar Mantar out, three new protest sites _
\ Read the visual
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» Red = Jantar Mantarr,
|Burari Ground (~15 km)| .
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® New designated sites
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SIR 2002-04 vs 2025-26

SIR &1

Comparing SIR 2002-04 and 2025-26

Unlike previous SIRs, which had elaborate processes for preparing fresh rolls to ensure that no digible elector would be taken off the rolls, the current SIR
exercise adopts a lawed process that has led to the exdusion of lakhs of eligible voters: a point-by-point comparison is provided

EXPLAINER THE GIST
Rangarajan K. v
The current SIR exercisy has
The story so far: resulted in deletion of around
here have been renewed 13.3 crove voters across the
protests against the special throo phases. Around 2.7 crore

Intensive revision (SIR) process,

Former Election
Commissioners and Supreme Court
Judges have also questioned the exercise
in s current form. As a counter, there
have also been former judges and
bureancrats who have supported the
current SIR provess.

{209%] were defeted due to
death and 1.01 crare |76%)
were flagped as duplcate
anires. A significant partion ol
the 9.5 crore voters (T1%) fall
under the ‘absens, shifted and
others' categary

-

in the previous SIR in 200204,
stringent guidance was
praraded to enumeratoes for
door-to-docr verdication
maintenance of rolls and
dedetions

What is SIR?
Section 21(3) of the Representation of the
People Act, 1950 (RP Act) authorises the
Election Commission of India (EC1) w0
carry out a special revision of the
ebectoral roll for ‘any’ constiteency or
part of a constituency in such manner as
it may think fit

The ECI had dectded in June 2025 to
carry out an SIR exercise across the
country, starting with Bihar in Phase 1,
Phase i1, held between October 2025 and
February 2026, covered nine States and
three Union Territories, Phase 111, which
commenced in May 2026, covered 16
States and three Union Territories. In May
2026, the Supreme Court held that the
ECI was sell within its constitutional
mandate to conduct an SIR for ‘many” of
‘all’ constituencies in a State

-

Considering the issues raived
arounvd the current exerciss,
there is 8 need to expedite
efigible claims for re-enrciment
through home visits and
door-to-doce enumerations.
The pee-SIR rolls can continue
to remain in force pending the
completion of the current SIR

T e
How was the previous SIR done? { I [ -
The Special Intensive Revision has been i l \
conducted on eight different accaslons in j’ i e S

Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

2> Class24

24



ARTICLE 4 « POLITY — ELECTORAL ROLLS | W—mﬂ\iﬂ

SIR 2002-04 vs 2025-26

SIR &1

ASLILIN L SRR l'lpﬂ UHINTUR ULLaammas m
the past, with the last one taking place
between 2002 and 2004. They key
puidelines issued in May 2002 for the last
SIR, which have a bearing on the issues
raised with respect to the current
exercise, are summarised here.

Firse, the SIR required enumerators 1o
canduct door-to-doos verification using a
preliminary st generated from the then
existing roll. Elected Panchayat members
coudd be voluntarily involved for
assistance during the process.

Second, detailed mudelines were
provided for supervision. Supervisors
were required to randomly check o beast
25% of the households covered by
enumerators, Where an enumerator
reported to the supervisor that a
particular house had been locked during
repeated visits, the supervisor was
required to visit the house to verify this.
Senior officers — Assistant Electoral
Registration Officers (AEROS), EROs and
District Election Officers — were required
to check a minimum of 12%, 5% and 2% of
the househokds, respectively.

Third, with regard to citizenship, the
guidelines specified that the onus of proof
of citizenship lay with the applicant who
applied for inclusion of his/her name in
the edectoral roll for the first time.
However, they also referred to the
guidelines laid down by the Supreme
Court in Lal Babu Hussein and Others
(1995) which require the ERO to attach
adequate “probative value o an
applicant's presence in the existing roll.

Fourth, electors who had shifted
residence were treated [ike a “transfer”
rather than a deletion. Thelr entries in the
preliminary Bst were not erased but
struck through and marked *S™ and
enumerators had 1o record who reported
the shift, besides the constituency or
address to which the elector had moved.
If an entire family had shifted, supervisors
had to personally verify sich cases. Since
all areas were enumerated at the same
time, the shifted electors were enrolied at
their new address during the same

" g  m

N

exercise. The Clilef Electoral Officer then
acted as a clearing house 1o ensure that
the old entry was deleted from the final
roll. Only those missed at their new
address had to apply during the claims
and objections period,

Finally, the guidefines categorically
meentioned that claims and objections
presented in bulk by any
Individual/organisation or political party
should be refused and rejected
summarily. The final roll was to be
prepared only after all clalms and
objections had been duly disposed of.

What are the key issues with the
current SIR?

The key issues in the current SIR process
are summarised here. First, the electors
who could not be found, or who did not
return or fill in the form, were excluded
from the draft electoral roll, even if they
had voted in previous elections. Unlike in
2002, those recorded as “shifted” were
not enrolied at thelr new address through
the same exercise. Under normal course,
they would be reguired to file Form 8 (for
shifting residence) at thelr new place of
ardinary resldence. Otherwise, if they are
missed out, they would be required to
apply afresh through Form 6, which s
meant for new electors. This goes against
the ECI's own Manual on Electoral Rolls
(2023) which requires that a shifted
edector who can be traced should be
served a notice, and in cases where they
cannot be traced, a notice must be pasted
at their last known address i the
presence of adult witnesses and the name
should be deleted only after the notice

mE

§
i

On the ground: BLO= verify voter details during the SIR exercise in Vipyawada, Andhra Pradesh in July 2026 6.0 M0

period explres.

Second, the requirements of
supervision of the current SIR are not as
elaborate as the kst SIR. The notification
bedore Bihar's SIR mandates 10% random
verification by supervisors and only
requires regular monitoring meetings by
ERO with AEROs, Supervisors and
booth-level officers (BLOs) to ensure that
work done is not superficial,

Third, the requirement for electors to
trace themselves or a parent to the
elecroral rolls prepared during the last
Intensive revision, nearly two decades
ago, or 1o produce documents to establish
citizenship, Is perceived a shifting the
onus of proving their eligibilicy for
inclusion in the rolls onto the common
electors,

Fourth, software generated 'logical
discrepancies’, mcluding speliing
differences, more than six voters finked to
one ancestor and parent-child age gaps
outside the range of 15 to 45 years, among
other factors, resulted in the arbitrary
exclusion of lakhs of eligible voters.

Fially, there have been reports of
filinng of Form 7 (objection forms) in bulk
by individuals for removing the names of
electors from rols at various places. In
order to avoid the filing of such objection
forms In bulk on unsubstantiated
grounds, the ECL only on October Sth,
had issved instructions setting a cap on
the number of objection forms that can
be filed by an individual,

Apart from these procedural issues,
legal conoerns have also been raised
regarding the validity of the declaration
attached to Form 6 (used for enrolment of

= .
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new electors), the use of Form 6 for
re-enrolment of electors deleted from the
chraft rolls, and the cumbersome
procedure for the disposal of a lange
mumber of appeals.

What can be the way forward?
The right to vote is a crucial edifice on
which our democracy rests, The SIR
process has resulted in the deletion of
around 13.3 crore voters across the three
phases. Around 2.7 crore (20%) were
deleted due to death and 101 crore (8'%)
were flagged as duplicate entries. A
significant portlon of the 9.5 crore voters
(71%) fall under the ‘absent, shifted and
others” category. Many of these 9.5 crore
voters could be eligible for re-enrolment
on completion of the SIR process,
Consiclering the renewed issues that
have been raised surrounding the
process, there shoudd be a detailed audie
of the rolls that have been finalised so far.
Eligible claims for re-enrofment shoulkd
be expedited, including through home
visits, and roll updations. Door-to-doar
enumeration should be the prescribed
procedure for States where SIR is
ongoing, and electoral rolls should be
finalised only after the disposal of all
clalms and objections. As per the proviso
10 Section 213) of the P Act, the existing
pre-SIR rolls can continue to remadn in
force and be used for upcoming Stiste
elections, pending the completion of SIR
rolls after due process,
(Rangaragan R. is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified’,
He currently trains at Officers IAS
Academy. Views expressed are personal.)
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SIR 2002-04 vs 2025-26 — in depth (1/2)

SIR a1 — faar 9 (1/2)

2002-04 2025-26
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BYTTARUT gClu

Bulk Bulk Form 7

objections filed; cap only

rejected on Oct 9 _
Hararg |

.

J

.

@ 2002 vs 2026 | g9 &8 e Forms to know | BiH  [B

» Form 6 — new voter
g7 Hd gldl

» Form 7 — objection /
deletion

3(TUf~i / geT-T

» Form 8 — shift /
correction

RITFTARUT / GUR
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Way forward | 3T Bt g
o

16

» Door-to-door re-
enrolment of the deleted

YqI-g¥

» Use pre-SIR rolls till
process ends

UEIGE]

» Lal Babu Hussein
(1995): weigh presence In
existing roll

SISKEIC RS
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SIR 2002-04 vs 2025-26 — in depth (2/2)
SIR geHT — o & (2/2)

Did you know?

G How SIR works | SIR UfehaT

T 39 AT 3
» Art 326: universal adult
franchise — 18 years
Door to door Draft roll Claims & Flnal roII it B
RS gt a_Iéectlons » Voting age cut from 21
to 18 by 61st Amendment
BLO enumeration Published Form%l%, 7,8 Used in polls (1988)
#O IR | o 61aT W=
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Cap prices of all drugs: SC
gt garsii R gea At
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Work out a plan for capping
prices of all drugs: SC to govt.

Government proposes a 30% trade-margin cap on patented and non-patented cancer medicines,
but the top court asks why the cap cannot be extended to all medicines and medical products

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

on medical devices and
consumables, pointing out
that an India-made cardiac

Healthcare centres
must display costs
of services: Centre

Hindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has asked all States and Un-

ven as the Centre in- stent  costing  around lon Territories o ensure
Efomled the Su- - 25,000 was being sold by the prominent display of
preme Court on - . hospitals for more than rates charged for services
Monday that it had decided - ¥25,000. and facilities offered by
to cap trade margins at g “We understand that clinical establishments,
30% for nonscheduled ’ there are transportation In a move aimed at
cancer drugs, the court ) Costs, raw material costs, strengthening transparen-  The move aims to strengthen
questioned why the bene- R&D costs and other ancil- cy, accountability and pa-  tansparency. GETTY IMAGES
fit of such a price regula- . lary costs, but all these are tient-centric healthcare de-
tion should be confined to - included in the MRP. What livery, Union Health rates charged for each type

cancer drugs and not ex-
tended 1o other essentkal
medicines and medical
products.

The development
comes after a Bench of Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta  expressed
concern over stark dispari-

.

Availability of prce-coatrolled medicine s government's

responshility, GETTY MAGES

Bench that the proposed
30%  rade-margin  cap

2013, “This is just the tip of
the iceberg... What about

is the Jogic behind allowing
them to sell at 400 times
the actual cost? How can
vou allow this? What is the
benefit for the patients?"”
the Bench observed.
Additional  Solicitor-
General Alshwarya Bhati,
also appearing for the

Secretary Punya Salila Sri-
vastava, in a letter to the
Chief Secretaries of all
States and Union Territo-
ries, called for compliance
with regulatory provisions,
and ensuring information
on service charges was
clearly visible to patients

of service provided, along
with facilities available, ata
conspicuous place, in the
local language as well as in
English.

“Display of rates would
help patients and their fa-
milies understand the like-
ly cost of treatment, make

ties between the price to  would cover both patented  other drugs,” the Bench  Centre, cautioned against a and their attendants. informed healthcare deci-
retailer (PTR) and the max-  and non-patented cancer  asked. uniform cap across medi- sions, and plan their medi-
imum retail price (MRP) of  medicines. The top court was hear-  cines. The Bench, howev: Two rules cal expenditure,” Ms. Sri-

certain medicines, particu-
larly cancer drugs, with
mark-ups in some instanc-
es soaring to L,O00%. The
Bench had flagged that
such exorbitant mark-ups
constituted “broad day-
light dacoity™.
Solichor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for

R 4R

The Bench, however,
said that while the inter-
vention was commenda-
ble, it was Inadequate, and
questioned why other
medicines and medical
devices could not also be
brought within the 16% re-
tafler margin prescribed

el

ing petitions filed by advo-
cate Kishan Chand Jain and
paediatric surgeon Sanjay
Kulshrestha seeking stric-
ter enforcement of price
controls under the DPCO
to curb disproportionate
margins across the phar-
maceutical supply chain,
Justice Mehta drew at-

Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

er, was not persuaded, ob-
serving that ensuring the
avallability of price-con-
trolled medicines was the
government's responsibili-
ty. The Bench gave the
Centre until October 27 to
work out the modalities for
capping medicine prices,
when the matter will be

The letter refers to the Cline
ical Establishments (Regis-
wation and  Regulation)
Act, 2010 and the Clinical
Establishments  (Central
Government) Rules, 2012,
Under the Rules, clinical
establishments in States
and Union  Territories
where the Act ks applicable

vastava said.

The letter emphasises
transparency In healthcare
pricing for International
patients. The States and
Union Territories  have
been requested to promi-
nently display package
rates offered 1o foreign pa-
tlents gravelling to India on

30
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SC: Plan Price Caps for All Drugs;

Hospitals Must Display Rates @Jiéii‘i?a:;;
gﬁ@nﬁ:quﬁmﬂweﬁwqmwﬂmaﬂﬁwmﬁ;wﬁamzamamﬁmeﬁﬁa%uzﬁh '
In the Supreme Court Shocking mark-ups Hospitals: show rates
1 JUHEET: » ol L € Fitet 2R
» Centre: 30% trade-margin cap ! 1( ) » Letter by Health
1,000% 5,000 y
o BEEE LG | | Secretary to all States/UTs
30% T Highest mark- Cost of Indian TR '\‘:If%la
» SC: “tip of the iceberg” — why yfg%'q Q%Ec’t%q;['lﬁ
not all medicines? » Display rates in local
fengs a1 Rrr N )\ J language + English

> Centre to report by 27 Oct ( | TATHT HTHT
Centre o 25000+ || 16%

» Under Clinical

» Bench: Justices Vikram Nath & Charged by DPCO retailer )
Sandeep Mehta hospitals margin Establishments Act, 2010
LI STRYITeT &) ECRRIEE & Rules 2012
l ]\ J\ )| 2010 sifafaA J

Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 31



Class24

Cap prices of all drugs: SC — in depth (1/2)
gt garel R g @i — AR 2/ (172)

%%ce control an e ggfva%%s\’?f\ﬁa%e high A e Hel? fc% pﬁa_tqients z’
> NPPA (1997) fixes » Huge gap between » Jan Aushadhi
prices under DPCO 2013 PTR (price to retailer) and Kendras — cheap
NPPA MRP generics
> Price control for drugs PR CRIILA o Sty
In NLEM (National List of » Hospitals sell devices & » Ayushman Bharat PM-
Essential Medicines) consumables at MRP JAY — X5 lakh cover
NLEM MRP IR fashi STISHAT
» Drug prices regulated » High out-of-pocket » Stent & knee implant
via Essential spending pushes families price§ capped (2017)
Commodities Act, 1955 Into poverty

ATIRASP axq SrfIfFraH oiq @d

\ J \ J \ y,
32
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Cap prices of all drugs: SC — in depth (2/2)
gt garel R g @i — AR @ (272)

G From factory to patient | PREM A RIS a6

0-0-0-0

.

Maker Stockist/retaile MRP Cap marglns
r MRP
fasar
Low cost PTR Up to 1,000% Fair price
hH dlNd PTR 1,000% d 3fad a|

Class24

Did you know’>
& 1O =i

» Health is a State

subject (Entry 6, List Il)
T gt

» Art 47 (DPSP): duty to

Improve public health

3. 47
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Cap prices of all drugs: SC — Map & Diagram
gt garsfi R gea Jr — aEfRE 9 3med

Why the SC called it “broad daylight dacoity”

Read the vis.ual

EECIREE

» |India-made stent costs
~Z5,000

' Some cancer 7d'rugs: NIKGI
mark-ups up to 1,000% ¥5,000

30% trade-margin cap ¥25,000+ — 5x

DPCO retailer margin: S dlef 25,000+
16%

25,000

5x mark-up

» Some cancer drugs:
mark-ups up to 1,000%
1,000% dd

5,000
» SC wants caps for all

Cost of Sold by I ddlx?:ﬁ spgnapa)

Indian stent hospital
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INS Mangrol commissioned

INS HRIe

Navy commissions
its third Mahe-class
anti-submarine ship

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHL

The Indian Navy on Mon-
day commissioned INS
Mangrol (P82), the third
Mahe-class  Anti-Subma-
rine Warfare Shallow Wa-
ter Craft (ASW-SWC), at the
Naval Dockyard in Mum-
bai, strengthening its capa:
bilities to detect and coun-
ter underwater threats,

Vice-Admiral Sanjay Vat-
sayan, Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Western
Naval Command, presided
over the commissioning
ceremony. Senior defence
officials, representatives
from the Ministry of De-
fence, Cochin Shipyard Li-
mited (CSL), and industry
partners  attended  the
function.

INS Mangrol — designed
and constructed by CSL in
Kochi — has over 80% indi-
genous content, The ship
also embodies the growing
contribution of domestic
defence industries and mi-
cro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMES) (o In-

Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

INS Mongrod, the Navy's new
anti-submarine watercraft. aFp

dia’s naval capabilities,
Designed for operations in
coastal and shallow wa-
ters, the vessel is equipped
10 undertake anti-subma-
rine warfare, underwater
surveillance and low-inten-
sity maritime operations.

INS Mangrol takes its
name from the coastal
town and fishing harbour
of Mangrol in Gujarat’s Ju-
nagadh district. It also car-
ries forward the legacy of
the earlier INS Mangrol
(M&5), a minesweeper that
served the Navy until April
2004,

Class24
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Navy Commissions INS Mangrol,
Third Mahe-Class Anti-Submarine Craft

TR A Gag & a1 Are-2vf vgal-0eht IUA o1t i “INS WRY” SR f5ar - 80% + ekt

© heship | I &

» INS Mangrol (P82) — 3rd
Mahe-class ASW-SWC

GIEIEd

» Built by Cochin
Shipyard, Kochi

P RIuars

» 80%+ indigenous
content; MSME parts
80%

J

Q- o

.

» Hunt submarines in
coastal, shallow waters

SYAT ol ]

» Underwater
surveillance

WId-3feiid fATRTHT
» Low-intensity maritime
ops, mine-laying

IR=ql g

Class24

ASW-SWC (P82)
e Wgw?-#éi

» After Mangrol, fishing
town in Junagadh, Gujarat

HIRI, ToRTd

» Earlier INS Mangrol
(M85) — minesweeper till
2004

2004

» Commissioned at Naval
Dockyard, Mumbai

LiCE

\_
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INS Mangrol commissioned — in depth (1/2)

INS HTRId — AR 4 (1/2)

° ASW-SWC programme
HTAHH

Class Builder
goft femtar

Mahe-class (8 Cochin

ships) Shipyard

AT ﬁ?ﬁq
RNEIEFCRES ) crer ralens
ships) GRSE

SIRHATAT

.

J

e Why shallow-water ASW?
Hql oIl

» Replace old Abhay-
class corvettes

3HY guft

» Guard ports, coasts

from enemy subs
daX'Te

» Rising Chinese

submarine presence in

IOR

I rga

.

a Aatmanlrbhar Navy

Class24

» INS Vikrant — first
Indigenous carrier (2022)

» Goal: fully self-reliant
by 2047

2047

» Shipyards: MDL,
GRSE, CSL, GSL, HSL

Roars

~
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INS Mangrol commissioned — in depth (2/2)
INS TTRId — fa=R 4 (2/2)

Did you know?

G Layered anti-submarine defence | URdqIX Y&l T 37T ST &2

> Navy Day: 4 December
(Op Trident, 1971)

P-8l aircraft Frlgates ASW-SWC Safe coasts ~

P-8I fiptie SYMWAUd  RfgEde » Lead ship INS Mahe

named after Mahe,

Deep ocean Open sea Coastal waters Ports guarded Puducherry

TexT 9 ol Y% adig LRI 1:|'|%

.
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INS Mangrol commissioned
INS TRId — AMRA 9 3RE

— Map & Diagram

INS Mangrol - from shipyard to service

(Mumbai

- commissioned |

Arabian Sea

.‘\f( ~
c \
A

|Mahe (lead ship’s name)|

|

ﬁ(ochl - built by Cochin Shipyard]
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Read the visual

EECIREE

» Named after Mangrol,
Gujarat

HRId, ToRTd

» Built at Cochin
Shipyard, Kochi
S Ruars

» Commissioned at
Naval Dockyard,
Mumbai

» Lead ship INS Mahe «
Mahe, Puducherry

aTe
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WWE Living Planet Index

wwr feifdT wHe

Contextualising WWF's report on wildlife population decline

The Listog Planet Indhex repoet shoss that exactly 50% of popalitions were in dedine, 43% woere inereasing, and the renmaning 75 were stable

[ DATA POINT |

Hunnalh Blickie

Bere has been 2 TES e

cne & widlile popukr

s semoy 1970, according
10y tse 2006 Livieg Planet [ndex re-
port. As wih peestons ecions, &
makes for o comoerning read, des-
(it s ywar s tithe Dedng about the
“Schence of Hope”™.

While these rends e worry-
ing, the members presented in the
Liviigg Mhareet Indes (LP1) repeet,
redeseed by the Wockiwide Wik
dlife Fund (WW¥), are ofien mis-
underssond or misreported. The
headiine tigure from che 2006 up-
date of the LIl shirws that studsed
wilidflife popedations dedinnd by
am average of 73% from 1900
theough 2022, as shown In Chart
1 The dats ooy mammals,
binds, repedes, amplidaes, and
fishe it doesa’t yer nclude nverte-

braves of plants
To clarify what this doesnt
mean - it doesn' sl us g

1570, vegy few popdations tave
data streaching back this fr, Many
pogelations caly S dats for
mach sBorter wnd sparser Ume
lmes. For every population, the
change m sumbers cver tae &
cadculated, givieg a re of change.
It can be postve, nepive, of 2o
o, To obeain the fesé 194 manber,
reseaschers take the geometric
mean of the rates of chamge acrus
sl thesw pogedations, They abw
prostde different weighas oo diffe
rem populadons, which afecs the
furs) ey,

Thee 2002 Livinng Manet Index o
poeted an average decline of 9%
smow 1970, I XI24, it reperted 2
T3% decline, And his banest repoet
findks che same frzure. From this,
you might asaume thoe wikdlife
popralations Sropypwd by four por-
centage points between che X022
and 2024 edvions, and sothing
s changad vmoe then,

Hor thar's e ehe Cise. Alinost
noae of this changes has happenad
in the by few yesrs, and the new
LI shoold st be seost i simple

about the number of species los;
e maseber of pogniadons o sadl
viduads that have been lost; the
sy or percentage of species
ur populations tue are declinng,
or the mumber of extinctions.,

The mebors of the 13T go 40
ot lengtles 10 explone s Yet,
these bs Inevitaby a bong Bt of hea-
dlines doaning that we've *loet
Ta% of wAdlie™, “T3% of spocies
e gone extingt”, or “73% of spe
e are declining”. All of these are
incoetect. Bon ther, wise dows this
metrhc actually ool 162

Across the 35,800 wilkdtle popu-
lations studied, the average de-
cline wis 73%. This docsn’t mean
thee 7% of populations are In de-
dines in fact, acomnd half of the
studied popoidions wiee e do.
dine, while half were ekher In
creaming o stable.

To caleubate the 10, svsaarch-
ers oollect data on the change in
wildife numbers across tess of
thousinds of popedations. Wiy
he duta b mecsead relathve 0

TN

€ the previous ones

Instead, the entire trend ke for
he L Bees shiftnd s the peuject
has gained sccess o data from
meoee popsditions and apecies,
and the types of popidicioas ks
duded have changed. Since the
fast repare, the pumber of popula-
thoes In the LI incressed by
arcund 1,000 & 3% morease)., and
the number of specess by ahout
3OO (n 5% inceizow ). A mportant
change from the 2022 to the 2004
repoet wass that boch sattve and
noe i species were sciuded
o the fonmer, bun since then, caly
natrve recies e been inchsded

In this particular relesse, the
muober of populations and spe
ches from Africa increasod substan
tiatly. The samber of populations
ncnsousd iy 1%, and the surber
of spoches by 384, Ioea coverage of
this region, which Fd been under-
represntal in provices nepoets,
has increased.

Chart 2 compares the LM foor
D002, 024, annd D06 auvies i
rent reghons. Here, oo can see
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that whaoke Bnes duve shified, rath
er than things deasngog draman-
cally i jrese thw Best foar years Al
wost as many populations are
ncreasing as decreasing.

Actus (e entiee dataset, exx)
By S0% of populations were in de
cline, 475 were moreasng, and
the romal ey ™ were stidde.

hare 3 shows the sev of pop
wlaeons in the LT that herve trend-
od in w given drection foe ditferent
taxonoesic growps. Around balf of
widle populasons have decined
 sunbers. The rest were either
Boreadiog o suble. So, noe Wl
populitioas are sougging This is
ot to divmess the steep decline
sty populaticss an soving. In-
stead, it's wseful 1o know this so we
can direct resources more effi:
chently 10 the wneas and populs
tioos that need them most, IX's
more effsctive 1o Ginget restonnive
and protective effcets 10 populs-
thons I serfous troabie than %0 i
sume that all poputacons are
srunding

The indes also varles Sum re.
ghn 1o reghon. Latin America and
the Carbbeom have soen the most
swrwere dockow of any roghon. ¥ e
perenced wn average dedine of
U5 aross iz stedind populs-
o, B recent decades, i1 has ex
\ d mtense d
and expumsion of sgrculiural
Lok the puimuary driver of Tubica
Soss. It is afso a blodiversity hor
spot, bemng home o sy endem-
i (unigue) popical species. Thew
spocies are often Mghly special
sed, and dont adage wel o
churnges in local conditions

Arica ks sl cich in Dlodiersity.
1t's the only continent with a signif
scant number of large mamstals
et Unformenately, it has dounad
cally declined In recem decades,
wh an iverape decline of &I
sunce 1970, Aska Boee abad siwn & dhe-
chie of 5%, Eorope has seen the
smadlest dechoe of all the comtl-
oents, with an werge of Zis
slnce 1990,

Hatnah Rischie & Depury Eidior
and Sclence Outrmack Lond of Our
Wk [0 Oara

[ 2] a0

Is wildlife
vanishing?
D080 wase sonsoed Vor) o
3000 Liverg Marst brdes LY
epart by (he Wadkdwide Wik
Fuoewd TAATL Thes avalyss wik

Anan-guidE weto
Urrarady of Gelo
Gl Change Nt Loy

rarvisred wi kit
s
ingen wlew
e the a4
chargs in

sbungarer a3
relaren 2 the
yoar 35720

(e 10D~ 1)
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S arcx
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Reading WWEF’s Living Planet Report:
/3% Average Decline Since 1970
;vg\%yrﬁrﬁﬂﬁﬁzgéwzozsz197oﬁa=qvﬂaena1z.ﬁﬁaﬁwn%ﬁm€-wmaraf"73%amvﬂ'q'?@a?"

Living Planet Index
LPI

Key numbers | YW What 73% is NOT How it is calculated |
i ) CEE :
( \ » NOT “73% of wildlife lost” » Change for each
0 . _
3% 35,803 73% a-gGiid O 8l population tracked
Avg decline Populations . : PRGN
19702022 studied > NOT “73% of species |
3N fRTae 3TETe! extinct . . » Geometric mean of all
\ J : gerfaar faga sl rates
509/ 439 » It is the average rate of SULCIREIC
0 0 . .
change across populations » Covers mammals, birds,
Populations Increasing (7% aﬁwqﬁaﬁqa f|Sh, reptlleS, amph|b|ans
declining stable)
qedl
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WWE Living Planet Index — in depth (1/2)

wwr feifdir wie — faarR 3 (172)

.

» 2022 report: 69%; 2024
& 2026: 73%

69% — 73%

» More data added
(Africa: +38% species)

3fferep St

> Only native species
counted since 2024

T yeirfaar

J

cities
319 81 A

» Overexploitation,
Invasive species

3fa-gie

» Climate change,
pollution, disease

STqarg ufad+

.

» Habitat loss — farming,

Publisher
UDIRADH

Freguency

Worst region

G R

Class24

WWF + ZSL
WWEF

Every 2 years
2 Y

Latin America &
Caribbean

dfesT smAfRapT

° Why thetrend line shifts e Main drivers | &I ‘ e g ort basics am
ltem Fact
fag au
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ARTICLE 7 « ENVIRONMENT - BIODIVERSITY | Taiarur - Sig fafaean C|03824

WWE Living Planet Index — in depth (2/2)
WWF fiIfdT @e — faar & (2/2)

Did you know?

G Reading data wisely | Gmmﬂ'l'ﬂﬁ

T 3ATY ATd 82
» WWEF founded 1961,
HQ Gland, Switzerland;
logo: giant panda
Collectdata Average Read carefully  Target action
change TaYT-t 2R3 WWF
Sfterd » Kunming-Montreal
35,80_3 Geometric mean Not % Ios@ Wherwe needed GBF: protect 30% land &
populations HI g1 % gl oigl SR d sea by 2030
30x30

Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 44



ARTICLE 7 « ENVIRONMENT - BIODIVERSITY | ygfarur - o9 fafaeean CIGSS24

WWE Living Planet Index — Map & Diagram
WWF fIfdT @He — e 9 s

e \
Rea%?trhe visual
Living Planet Index (schematic) . Share of 35,803 populations
s » Line falls from 1 —
- 1_979 baseline = 1 o - - 50 - 50% 0.27 = average -73%
| 43% 3T -73%
0.8+ = > Only 50% of
populations are declining
-739 30 -
087 (2023 value = 0.27) &dd 50% dUc Q@D[
0.4- 20+ » 43% increasing, 7%
stable
0.2 10- 7% 43% 9¢ ol
aml ‘ _ | | | | - » Data: 35,803 vertebrate
1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 Declining Increasing Stable pOpu|ati0nS
35,803
§ y
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Vieie How can Karnataka clear [0
e Cauvery water backlog  [anl
amid drought, SC asks T.N, ===

Foww Killex! i car canches fiee
alter bittig a radling 0 AN

.
gt st VTH (s S (e A

Sonadbam Progoct s a plae
0 Work! Book of Beconds

Tard s s TS e £ ot b g Cer i AR LTS (T T e
o A r et vk s D e s e el oh st o el e AP b v -

The Gonde Vghms -

start-ups pitch
their ideas to PM
during Metro ride

Bowtaret -

Keralam Assembly 100 detained as police crack down

passes resolution iS i
eeking CECS exit on anti-SIR protesters in Bengaluru

-
-y L
s Fran S0 vt Ak o Sy - -

v 51 1

New Keralam Bill to focus on dignity dweep turns

of senior citizens. protection of rights o~ literate under
LS ULLAS scheme

W P A 0 | s bk

v —— - oy—

—v— o
-y o ) e ot Byt

e v 44257 Bt

Pt sevurey grard held
S et of fveyearokd gird

N ) vt e e
Aty et

i - »

Dauy CUIICHLANIAS © L0 ULLWWUCT £UZU - THT THHUU | HHUlall CAPISDS | rmiancial EXpreSS

THE HINDU « 13 OCT 2026

Page 3 - State
g 3 -

@ Class24

Articles covered from this page | 9 U¥ 3 fore U ke

G Lakshadweep 100% literate

| A&TET TI&R
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ARTICLE 8 ¢ SOCIETY — EDUCATION | TSl - fRrem

Lakshadweep 100% literate
d&gIg gof ATeR

Lakshadweep turns
100% literate under
govt.s ULLAS scheme

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Lakshadweep was de-
clared a 100% literate Un-
ion Territory on Sunday.
The declaration was made
by Administrator Praful Pa-
tel, marking the achieve-
ment of full literacy status
under the ULLAS-Nav Bha-
rat Saaksharta Karyakram,
according to a
communication.
According to the De-
partment of Education, an
initial survey identified
L,I13 adult non-literates
across the islands. Inten-
sive teaching and assess-
ment drives were subse-
quently undertaken to
equip the identified lear-
ners with foundational lite-
racy and numeracy skills.

Daily Current Affairs « 13 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

The department
claimed that all eligible
learners had successfully
cleared the Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy As-
sessment Test (FLNAT),
enabling Lakshadweep to
attain full literacy status
under ULLAS, a Centrally
sponsored scheme,

Doorstep assessments
Teachers and supervisors
volunteered to conduct
doorstep and home-based
assessments for learners
who were unable or hesi-
tant to attend designated
examination centres. Fol-
low-up assessments and re-
testing were also organised
to ensure that eligible lear-
ners completed the evalua-
tion process, according to
the communication.

A NX

Class24
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Lakshadweep Declared

100% Literate Under ULLAS
I — 9 HRA HI&RAT BRIHH & dgd AGIT Yuf AT&R bg TR TSR aifvd

O rerews | TER B

» Declared by Administrator
Praful Patel

TP Ucd
» 1,113 adult non-literates
Identified

1,113 FR&R

> All passed FLNAT
(literacy & numeracy test)
FLNAT

\_

J

How it was done | x| Fla
gl

» Volunteer teachers,
doorstep assessments

TR R Ue

» Re-tests for those who
missed

QT TR

» “Kartavya bodh” —
volunteerism

Toal

\ J

Class24

ULLAS scheme
T Lqv/7A

What is ULLAS?

ST HT?

» Understanding of
Lifelong Learning for All
In Society

URT ATH
» = Nav Bharat
Saaksharta Karyakram
(2022-27)

dAd HIRd HI&RdT

» Target: adults 15+ who
missed school
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SOCIETY — EDUCATION | Tl - fRr&m

ARTICLE 8

Lakshadweep 100% literate — in depth (1/2)
@argiy ol 9ieR — faear 9 (1/72)

Full-literacy club e “Fully literate” means
° qof TTer . 4 7

Class24

a Llnked olicies @

State/UT When
MY hdq

Ladakh

Lakshadweep
ety Oct 2026

.

J

> 95%+ literacy = treated
as fully literate

.

» NEP 2020 — adult
education focus

. 2024 95% + NEP 2020

Mizoram May 2025 > Literacy = read, write, > NIPUN Bharat —
e basic numeracy foundational literacy for
Goa 2025 e, ferar, o children

Tripura, » Kerala long the top | 301 HIRd

Himachal 2025 State (Census 2011: 94%) > Art 21A — free

PrgT, fewmere HId education 6-14 yrs

3. 21A
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ARTICLE 8 * SOCIETY — EDUCATION | HHTeT - fRref C|C|3824

Lakshadweep 100% literate — in depth (2/2)
@&rgiy ol 9eR — fAar 9 (2/72)

ﬂ Path to full literacy | Ul TT&RaT 1 I8

Did you know?

AT 3T T &2
> International Literacy
Day: 8 September
Survey Teach Test (FLNAT) Declare £
Ueldr LRyt » Lakshadweep = India’s
smallest UT,; capital
Find non-literates Volunteers Doorstep 100% literate Kavaratti
CRELR] WHYIH W quf 1R o
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ARTICLE 8 ¢« SOCIETY — EDUCATION | W—QT&‘IT

Lakshadweep 100% literate — Map & Diagram
A&EIT YUl A1ER — HAFRE 9 3R

Lakshadweep - India’s smallest UT, now 100% literate

=

Arablan Sea 3
Lakshadweep - 36 islands

E\gatti] .
® :
%
- Bay of
: |Kavaratti (capital)| Bengal
i 12
: ‘® l P
| Srhe
e \[Kochl (-400 km from Kavaratti)|

)

Class24
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g

Read the visual

EECIREE

» 36 islands in the
Arabian Sea

3RY AR & 36 §1U

» Capital Kavaratti; ~400
km from Kochi

ST Paw=l

» Southernmost island:
Minicoy — near 9°
Channel

fafora
» Under Kerala High
Court jurisdiction

HYd HC




PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

.

RRB NTPC Graduate CBT-1

Exam date: 23 Jun 2025 (Shift 2) « Topic: CPI inflation

As per the Monetary Policy Statement, 2025-26,
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation for the
financial year 2025-26 is projected at what
percentage?

(@) 5.8%
(b) 6.0%
(c) 4.0%
(d) 5.4%

Class24

SSC JE (Civil) 2025
Exam date: 4 Dec 2025 (Shift 1) < Topic: Electoral rolls / SIR

Which body is responsible for preparing the
electoral rolls for the general elections in India?

(a) The President of India
(b) The Election Commission
(c) The Ministry of Law

(d) The Cabinet Secretariat
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

RRB NTPC Graduate CBT-1

Exam date: 23 Jun 2025 (Shift 2) « Topic: CPI inflation

As per the Monetary Policy Statement, 2025-26, the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation for the financial
year 2025-26 is projected at what percentage?

(@) 5.8%
(b) 6.0%
(c) 4.0%
(d) 5.4%

Answer: (c) 4.0% (April 2025 MPS), within the 4% + 2% target.
4.0%1

. J

Class24

SSC JE (Civil) 2025

Exam date: 4 Dec 2025 (Shift 1) < Topic: Electoral rolls / SIR

Which body is responsible for preparing the electoral
rolls for the general elections in India?

(a) The President of India

(b) The Election Commission
(c) The Ministry of Law

(d) The Cabinet Secretariat

Answer: (b) ECI — Art 324; RP Act 1950.
TG TN
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

RRB JE CBT-2 2025

Exam date: 2 Jul 2026 + Topic: Mahe-class ASW craft

DSSSB Jail Warder 2025
Exam date: 24 Nov 2025 < Topic: Full literacy (ULLAS)

Which new warship was commissioned by the
Indian Navy in November, 2025, to strengthen
anti-submarine and coastal defence
capabilities?

(@) INS Vikrant
(b) INS Mahe

(c) INS Ikshak
(d) INS Arnala

.

Which state in India achieved a literacy rate of
99.30%, becoming fully literate as declared on
International Literacy Day 20257

(a) Himachal Pradesh
(b) Tripura

(c) Goa

(d) Ladakh
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

RRB JE CBT-2 2025

Exam date: 2 Jul 2026 -+ Topic: Mahe-class ASW craft

Which new warship was commissioned by the Indian
Navy in November, 2025, to strengthen anti-
submarine and coastal defence capabilities?

(@) INS Vikrant
(b) INS Mahe

(c) INS Ikshak
(d) INS Arnala

Answer: (b) INS Mahe — lead ship; INS Mangrol is the 3rd.
INS |15 |

. J

Class24

DSSSB Jail Warder 2025

Exam date: 24 Nov 2025 < Topic: Full literacy (ULLAS)

Which state in India achieved a literacy rate of
99.30%, becoming fully literate as declared on
International Literacy Day 20257

(a) Himachal Pradesh
(b) Tripura

(c) Goa

(d) Ladakh

Answer: (a) Himachal Pradesh, 8 Sept 2025.
I
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© Class24
Test Yourself — Q1-4 | TG4 &1 UG
] . , ) 4 )
Consider: 1. CPl data is released by MoSPI. 2. RBI’s Which index excludes services and is released by
inflation target is 4% + 2%. 3. The target is set by the RBI DPIIT?
alone. Correct? ’ . .
1. CPI 3{THS MoSPI I} ST 21 2. RBI BT ALT 4% + 2% 21 3. BIH-1 FaADi® a3l H1 BIgdT g 3R DPIT T
&I $Had RBI 99 HIdT ¢ | B2 ST o2
(@) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only (a) CPI (b) WPI
(c) 2 and 3 only (d1,2and 3 (c) lIP (d) GDP deflator
J \_ J
N (

-

\_

The 2026 Economics Nobel was awarded for:

2026 AV Tdd fHas fora?

(a) Innovation-led growth

(b) Microeconomic
foundations of
macroeconomic stabilisation

(c) Behavioural nudges (d) Poverty experiments

N
In Ram Manohar Lohia (1966), the SC compared
law & order, public order and security of State

@ to:
@ifear |re # gerdT &1 TS:

(a) Three parallel lines (b) Three concentric circles

(c) A pyramid (d) A triangle

Daily Current Affairs
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q5-8 | g B qRE

Class24

r

Under the RP Act 1950, which form is used by a
NEW voter for inclusion invthe roll?

¢ Hagrar & forg oi=-41 wid?
(a) Form 6 (b) Form 7
(c) Form 8 (d) Form 17

.

N\

AN

Drug prices in India are fixed by NPPA under
the:

NPPA fd 3MexT & ded a1 od a9 Hdl &2

(a) Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940

(b) Drugs (Prices Control)
Order, 2013

(c) Clinical Establishments

Act. 2010 (d) Patents Act, 1970

-

INS Mangrol, commissioned recently, is a:

INS HIRIA T 82

(a) Aircraft carrier (b) Nuclear submarine

(c) Anti-submarine shallow

water craft (d) Survey vessel

\_

N\

(a) 73% of species are
extinct

LPI P “73% FRTac” &7 31d:

(b) 73% of all animals are
lost

(c) Average decline across (d) 73% of populations are
monitored populations declining

The Living Planet Index’s “73% decline” means:
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q9-10 | ¥4 &I UG

Class24

-

@ ULLAS — Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram
targets:

ST HTRIHH fhad e 82
(b) Adults aged 15 and

(a) Children aged 6-14 above

(c) Only women (d) College students

~N

r

Which became the latest to be declared 100%
literate in Oct 20267

3agar 2026 H Ui AI&R Gifva:

(a) Andaman & Nicobar (b) Lakshadweep

(c) Puducherry (d) Sikkim
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

1 ang. 2 only — Centre sets target in consultation with RBI.
AT g d9 Pl g

WP| — Wholesale Price Index.
WPI |

& J&H YR |

Three concentric circles — Concentric circles — law & order widest.

obfad gl

Form 6 — Form 6 (7 = objection, 8 = shift/correction).

HiY 6|
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Microeconomic foundations of macroeconomic stabilisation — Hall & Woodford.

Class24
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d HATCAT

Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013 — DPCO 2013 (under Essential Commodities Act).
DPCO 20131

Anti-submarine shallow water craft — 3rd Mahe-class ASW-SWC, Cochin Shipyard.
Ugss -8t YT S Ui |

3d |

e Average decline across monitored populations — Average rate; ~50% populations are declining.

Adults aged 15 and above — Adults 15+ who missed schooling.
15+ dUih |

Lakshadweep — Lakshadweep, under ULLAS.
&I |
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | a1 d fiu® Class?24

Myth Buster of the Day — Economy | 3(TST T YD

e p e
o MYTH | U 0 FACT | 9
“Inflation is bad = zero inflation False. A little, steady inflation (around 2—-4%) is healthy: it
encourages spending and investment and gives central
would be best for the banks room to cut rates. Zero or falling prices (deflation) can
economy. 7 — make people delay purchases, hurt jobs and push an
economy into slump — as Japan saw for decades. That is
qums‘ LRI g - Y He S why RBI targets 4%, not 0%.
JaY 3] | Tad | ST, FRR HEE (2-4%) WY ¢ 398 W 3R ™

W%ﬁ?ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂf&ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ
3OTpIfe) TN} T WRIG eTe TR AR DRl 8, AR Fed
% @I@rﬁmﬂﬁwmamgam TGAT RBI BT AL 4% 2, 0%

\_ J \

0 Too much or too little — balance is the key. = 3ffe®, qm—'\‘iﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁl
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