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RBI hikes repo to 5.5%

Iq1 X 5.5%

Daily Current Affairs

8 October 2026

RBI raises repo rate to 5.5%
amid ‘calibrated tightening’
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RBI| Raises Repo Rate to 5.5%
Stance: “Calibrated Tightening” @g;s;ggs,e%zlﬁ

RBI 3 YUY &3 25 bps TTPHR 5.5% PI; T “deU” § “Hides g~ - fAwe yfaw # g wadt T8}

G The decision | BaaT % e New policy rates | 9§ &¥ ¥ e ;Vqt_}})/ hike now? | Sfd o

> Repo +25 bps — 5.50% (was ( 1 | » West Asia conflict —
. 0 0
5.25% since Dec 2025) 5.50% 5.25% costly, volatile crude oil

<1 5.50% Repo rate SDF (floor) HT ﬁ?r T
» Stance: neutral — calibrated AR SDF
tightening » Weak monsoon + El
> e N )\ J Nino — food prices up
r N ([ 2 A4 o
» Decision was unanimous Al He'lIQ
FEawE R 5.75% || 125 bps . |
_ > Inflation spreading
> Rate cuts “off the table” for now MSF & Bank Cut earlier across CP| basket
vt snt e rate (6.5-5.29) v
MSF @ §& &= Ugd el TgTs e Xal
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RBI hikes repo to 5.5% — in depth (1/2)

YN T 5.5% — AR I (1/2)
RBI jecti FY27
° i projections lz
7.1% 5.2%
Real GDP CPI inf@tion
growth CPI
GDP gfg
4.4% || ~5.8%
Core inflation CPI, next 3
ﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂé quarters
3Teit 3 famTet
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e What is generallsatlon 2
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» When price rise
spreads beyond food &
fuel

UISH-347 I 3T Belrd

» 314 of 358 CPI items
costlier in Aug vs July

3581}3146@14611?

» Example: costly LPG —
restaurants raise menu
prices '

LPG — TG HE
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e Impact on you | ST UX ﬂ‘

» Home, car loans
costlier (EBLR banks)
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» Fixed deposits may pay
more
FD WR 3ifere <l

» Economists expect
another 25-75 bps
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RBI hikes repo to 5.5% — in depth (2/2)

IR 5.5% — fA@R A (2/2)

a How a repo hike cools inflation | ﬁq@ﬁﬂ%ﬁ'ﬂéﬁﬂﬁ%

.

Repo rate up

T T 1 W Y l
» Target: CPI 4% = 2%
Banks borrow EMIs rise Demgnd cools Lag 9-12 months (band 2_6%)
dearer EMI il T Wt 9-12 HIg 0 )
dob! DI TG SUR 4% * 2%

Loan rates up

Less spendmg

0-0-0-0

Inflatlon eases

st
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° Basics | J& dTd @

» MPC: 6 members (3
RBI + 3 Govt-nominated) —
Sec 45/ZB, RBI Act
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Chemistry Nobel: Chirality

A Aed

Chemistry Nobel for French-Japanese duo
who expanded ‘mirrored’ molecules study

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

French chemist Henri Ka-
gan and Japanese chemist
Kenso Soai were on Mon-
day named the winners of
the chemistry Nobel Prize
for 2026 for their work
showing how chemical
reactions can amplify
small asymmetries in mo-
lecules.

Their work centred on
chiral molecules, which
are molecules that can ex-
ist in two mirror-image
forms, like a left and a right
hand. Professor Kagan's
work paved the way for
scientists to tune chemical
reactions to produce the
desirable forms of drugs,
agrochemicals, and fra-
grances, In 1986, Professor

CM =

Daily Current Affairs

8 October 2026

Symmetric study

The duo’s work is centred on molecules that can exist in two
mirror-image forms, a property called chirality

- — I ® Thelr study of
chiral molecules
. expanded the
y understanding of

why many molecules
essential for life
prefer just one of

= Henri B. Kagan = Kenso Soai the two possible

Professor Professoremeritus  forms, The findings

emeritus at the at the Tokyo have been used to

former Universite University of optimise chemical

Paris-Sud, France Science, Japan reactions as well

Kagan and his team made a
landmark discovery involv-
ing catalysts — substances
that influence reactions.
They showed that a small
imbalance in the *handed-
ness’ of a catalyst could
disproportionately bias the
reaction’s end products.

This finding was used to
optimise chemical
reactions.

Almost a decade on,
Professor Soai and his col-
leagues showed that a chi-
ral molecule could speed
up the formation of other
molecules with its own

handedness. His work ex-
panded the understanding
of why many molecules es-
sential for life prefer just
one of the two possible
forms. The proteins in our
bodies are made mostly of
amino acids that have one
of the two mirror-image ar-
rangements.

The enzymes that cata-
lyse chemical reactions in
cells and the receptors that
respond to chemical trig-
ger signals are also chiral.
As a result, the differently
handed forms of a chiral
drug can interact with
these molecules to elicit
varied responses, only one
of which might be desira-
ble. This was a challenge
for chemists who had to
manufacture the desirably
handed form of a drug.

The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

* NOBEL PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY

Mirror-image molecules
and the chemistry of life
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+ ‘FOR THE DISCOVERY OF NON-LINEAR EFFECTS AND
AUTOCATALYSIS IN ASYMMETRIC ORGANIC SYNTHESIS®

WHEN MIRROR-IMAGE NOLECULES HARMLD BADILS
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ARTICLE 2

Chemistry Nobel 2026:
Making “Mirror-Image” Molecules

T A9 2026: F81 BT (W) T BT AISATE (STUM) - TH B “gTY” qTe (H13A) S9] I @1 {3y

° The winners | ICEGL

\_

» Henri B. Kagan (96) —
Université Paris-Sud, France
'K ]

» Kenso Soai (76) — Tokyo
University of Science, Japan

SILIE]

» For “non-linear effects &
autocatalysis in asymmetric
organic synthesis”

U AT

Q

J

» Molecules in two mirror-

iImage forms — like left &
right hands

dTS-3TE BTY iy
» Same atoms, same order
—only 3-D arrangement
differs

$dd 3-D HARYT 3]

» The two forms =
enantiomers

\_

Class24

Kagan & Soai
FIT T T

Who did what

w

foaa T fan

» Kagan (1986): a
slightly chiral catalyst can
give much more of one
form

R3¥A® guTg

» Soai (1990s): product
copies itself
(autocatalysis) — 99.5%
one form

-3ARY

‘*
ViI¥N

Daily Current Affairs « 8 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Chemistry Nobel: Chirality — in depth (1/2)

A Aed — faerR ¥ (172)

Homochirality of life

Yp-g¥ddl

< B

» Proteins use only one
form of amino acids

3T 3 BT UH ol U

» DNA sugars also one-
handed

DNA T[T

» Enzymes & receptors are
chiral — they “fit" only one
hand

Q\;Ilsl-l Qo ébf Y Hstll-la

.

J

Thalidomide tragedy

.

A

» Late 1950s sedative for

morning sickness
AT Ry aar

» One form helped; other

caused birth defects

I ¥U Y o &Iy

» Babies in 46 countries
affected by 1961

46 T

Class24

6 Why it matters | Hed Q&

» Safer, cheaper drugs
— make only the right form

YRi&d garg

» Less waste than
separating a mixture
GRS G|

» Used for flavours,
fragrances, pesticides

g,

Daily Current Affairs « 8 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Chemistry Nobel: Chirality — in depth (2/2)
T Aed — fawar & (2/2)

a Soai’s self-copying reaction | a’renéaﬁwuﬁvﬁrarﬁrm Pr o ° Did you ;q;\év%,

» Catalyst = speeds a
g g ~ reaction, not consumed

Tiny excess of Productlacts as Same form 99.5% pure 3Ea X @j :lgsf E’;IE”

one form g multiplies 99.5% & » 2025 Chemistry Nobel:
et 3rfir SAIE &1 SR _ y .

T 61 T FoaT MOFs (Kitagawa, Robson,
Starting point Autocatalysis Amplification Like nature Yaahi

3T G-3RI BERT Tepid o 202)5. MOF

Daily Current Affairs « 8 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 13
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Left Right
Hand Hand

Cannot be
supenmposed




1. What exactly did they discover?

. Think about your left and right hands. They look similar, but you cannot perfectly
’ ~_ place one over the other.

we—te

T :y’ Many molecules also exist in two such forms. One form may be useful as
medicine, while the other may be less effective or even harmful.

Their research helped chemists control which molecular form is produced during a chemical reaction,
instead of producing a mixture of both.

2. How will this help the common man?

Area Benefit in everyday life

& Medicines Helps manufacturers produce more of the desired form of a medicine, potentially
reducing unwanted effects.

< Patient safety Better control of drug molecules can help avoid harmful molecular forms.

£2 Medicine prices More efficient manufacturing could reduce production costs, though cheaper retail
prices are not guaranteed.

+ Agriculture Could help manufacture more selective agricultural chemicals and potentially reduce
unnecessary chemical waste.

A New medicines Gives scientists better tools to develop new drugs, including some treatments for
complex diseases.

<) Environment More selective chemical reactions can reduce unwanted by-products and waste.

& Perfumes and Helps manufacturers produce the molecular form responsible for a desired smell.
fragrances

;l‘



3. What was special about each scientist's work?

Scientist Discovery Simple meaning

Henri B. Non-linear A small preference for one molecular form can produce a surprisingly large
Kagan effects amount of that form.

Kenso Soai Autocatalysis A molecule can help produce more molecules like itself, increasing the amount of

one mirror-image form.

These discoveries also provide clues about why living organisms predominantly use one particular

molecular form. @ xunal vewe

4. Example: Why is this important for medicines?

Imagine a factory making 100 drug molecules.

Without precise control

May produce a mixture of left- and right-handed molecules
Unwanted form may need removal

Separation can add cost and waste

Different forms may have different effects

With precise control

Can favor production of the desired molecular form
Less unwanted material may be produced
Manufacturing can become more efficient

Better control over the medicine's chemical composition

This is an illustration, not a claim that every drug has a harmful mirror-image form.



This Nobel-winning research did not discover a new cure.
It helped establish ways to make molecules more

precisely, which can support safer medicines and better
manufacturing.



Winner: Francis Halzen

Country: Belgian-American scientist

Discovery: Detecting mysterious particles called Neutrinos (Tqﬁﬂ’l) coming from
distant space.

Award announced: 6 October 2026

Source: Nobel Committee and US National Science Foundation. g News +1

1. What exactly did he discover?

Imagine the universe is sending billions of invisible messages towards Earth. These messages are carried
by tiny particles called neutrinos, also known as ghost particles.

e They are incredibly small, have no electric charge and hardly interact with anything.
e They pass through your body and even the entire Earth without you noticing.
 Some come from the Sun, while others are produced by extremely powerful events in distant space.

Francis Halzen helped build a giant detector called IceCube beneath Antarctica's ice to capture rare
signals from these particles and identify high-energy neutrinos coming from space.
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IceCube Laboratory

Data is collected here and
sent by satellite to the data
warehouse at UW-Madison

Digital Optical
Module (DOM)

5,160 DOMs
deployed In the ice

| CECUBE

B 1ML ML I ey ATy

50m

2450 m

86 strings of DOMs,
set 125 meters apart

DOMs

are 17

meters
apart

>

Amundsen-S .¢;
Pole Station, Anta

A National Science Foundati
managed research facilit

T

60 DOMs
on each
string
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Area

@ Understanding our universe

-0- Understanding the Sun

O Radiation and space

research

&} New technologies

9 Medical technology

< Science education

Benefit for ordinary people

Helps us learn where powerful cosmic particles come from and how the universe
works.

Neutrino research helps scientists study processes happening inside stars,
including our Sun.

Better knowledge of cosmic particles may improve future research into space
radiation environments.

Building such sensitive detectors develops expertise in sensors, electronics and
data analysis.

Sensor and data-processing research may eventually contribute to medical imaging,
but no direct new treatment has resulted from this Nobel discovery.

Opens new opportunities for physics, astronomy, engineering and advanced
research.



Eyes on lce
Sebnd ek s b mband
A e e e
T St Vi A0 Ay e Sl 0

1 the brink to a comeback, hope for India’s wildlife

O D — - w r——
Am——-ﬂ-u— —— v | —r B S
[ a——_—. ol 130) o T I e L e ——
-.- e i vy Vrh e o ———
"“‘P""‘""" e e AR b v (T i o 0 W Y B e
— i et —
e e
e L ety —por
P v— -
. e o o p—
o q———— oy - S———— Raband
— e .-..w-u-. v ——— ot Bt s
e g A vt Cn b i . Pt o~ A bl ..-———-.....g-—-
e~ g o roveren i atoe 08

e
s s 0 b =

~
- gt v

- g
W - A

T 4 T R D O -
— At dren . s - ha s —
-

. T o 04 g oo B, Rt
- — .-

LI T 1 S - g
-

onn "
P e Loa e L eay
b whh

ey
P et s vl ey

et

b

s e prgr— 2kt T
- "

N i weees P b b

P
A W b Ao b
o

- S Bl | . g - b
e

A B Py Wt e @A ba e
b P - A
T @ e 2 s e
o s ot s 1A Lt U ol e e $
om0 4 4 gt o 4 -
v
- Ll ]
—_— Vo b
O b B LN o e P T . T ) -
T -
P ), WA b e Ve [T
Py
e e o s * T T b
o e )
— s ome
. d 00 dund g v v A B | e, od oy i 4 e
o o wam - .
e & e e d e il
- TR — R T - G . o mbis L
——— -—— NI P —— — —
- Lt s g G o S e e — P T (T 43 a4 4 1% b+ e ot 12 5
- Vanr - e v em——— v
i rualed 4w vsgun & o s nemtnd Bt Sn et A e --n--—.--.--om
- — -
Vo Nk W by 40 S WA e i ey V- ——— &“-I“m‘-
r- P —— e
- -
Y s bl i o it ghc ™

e
— 1 o, bt 4 o 0

Past forward

v ot v et
e o0 b e pad ot

1 s e ot e b

e e s
u-u---—-mu—*
e

et hae oy ~—.¢---.¢~
1 et e, b
—

L s e 08 o St v

- ah ..

Rttt
-t | v e . S—
T Sy o U iy s S
o b - ™~

e

ot vt b —

el e e L]
s ) ks e e e g e b
et

N ey —— i bty
-

-
. et € e s b Ao

# i " L Pty -
1 B v e i b ot oy
- ——
—

- -
e 4, 0w 19 s o b b
- —

e e e Lt
P

— vy & p—— | |
e L Bt 1 s . s
e

e b i, Bt 9. b v 4
-

L
1y s o s o w2l

W ) o o

pomeban o
D e e ]
v

B s wipoe ok pamben
et e b ——

-
D T ]

‘—Q:--.-;-o—-—

D
.

" 0 B s o TV st el d— —
— skt \b s o, B iyt Mk € P | by st
it e T B R PR e e Aot P e e
-,
T - o i o A o D bk
St e o~ e
e 1 rdah f a1 s S A

A v s
4 A U \ecms e P et

-t

-
B

.
b b g o S o e
o h G

—— b e —
-t

v L B | A 80 @2 M

-

DL RIS
e B ¢ T et
- gent ——

-
et 0 tw bt
e T p e by o e s bt
Pt el

v e
o e

b e s e e

anten
-

) - e
- -
o By i B e (B8 Loamreain ok e #1 bt g g
el
"
-~ — -

P o

e, ——
P VL e .

-
e P e g . e

L B ot v e o b
St Wbt 0 bulndiy & s il
D, ped—

———

R o (o ot £ yovirery &

TR

TO FUE KT on

B
9 bt 4

e v 4 o a3l

T - - »

e Pt s Yo Vo e
g g g semame i
B | . b — o -
Py . -
St e & e g v 14 s @
Py e
e — ot e g e
= &

DClIIy CUIITIIL AlTAllS © O ULLUUCT £UcZu ° 11T

E> Class24

THE HINDU ¢ 8 OCT 2026

Page 8 - Editorial
Uy 8 - §UlGHh I
Articles covered from this page | @%@WW@E

e Hope for India’s wildlife | a=asila AX&IOT
a | df¥y® wemRY

Global Pandemic Agreement

U

THHUU | Hiuialt CAPITDD | rmancial Express 14



ARTICLE 3 « ENVIRONMENT — BIODIVERSITY | UdiaRur - wig fafaemar

Hope for India’s wildlife

TSl TSGR

Daily Current Affairs « 8 October 2026

From the brink to a comeback, hope for India’s wildlife

cross the woekd, soentsts,
goreernments and commumnities sne
Trirygong plarts and anessed: ok from

the briok of extinction. In Inda, &
Garwant Il Bussmed chick has hoad hd s Kusch,
Caournt, et a decade, hrisggog fresh hope far
this critically endingesed bird. I Spais sod
Poetugal, restoriog habaar and peey, beeeding
by and returning them to the wild helped the
Ibertan hynx grow from 62 mature Sxdividuals i
2001 10 645 I AU2. The resurn of the
scimtar-horned oryx 1o the wild o Chad, Africa,
annd the saiga antelope s recovery o Kaabdstan
offer farther proof of what determined action o
schiorve. During Wikllife Week (Ovacbor 2-8), we
o coloTurise these g while ssbing wiat it will
ke 10 sustain them,

The G of India’s Mnegraed
Development of Wikdlite Hubiars scheme
SUPPOCTs Fecovery action Soc 24 identified species
and their habirass. Seares are mandated 1o
undertake research, tahkat mpeovemens,
protection and commpmity gorticigation. The
specios spean Badia's Laudacapes: the grent Indin
Ivesrard in Rajasthan's grassknds, the sl =
Manipes's workunds. the dugong & cousid
seagrras mcadows and the haegul (n Kashode's
foress. The 162 ks @ staning poine; Indla's Narlonal
Red Lt Assessment can show where focused
efocts are needed nexc.

India krmched its ¥oronal Red List Roadmap
a the IUEN World Conservation Congress m Aba
Obsabe {n 2025, the e was %0 produce National
Red Denta Books for plases and animals by 2000,
Trndi cxcupees just 2A% of the workds band anes,
vt sipports sty B o its thoea send 258 o ity

A devear sdwvresdyator
U Ctroenrerwnt of
Tarrdl Mada, who bas
warkond sutenusety on
srvonmeatal policy
oSy

st aton, widble
ard bisdrmraty
Leroevaan avd
chviete acton S
sowcipect: of the
UNEP Zhampion of
The- 20 ot 2008

Yash Veex
Bhartnagar

Ths Consntry
Repewrntative 1t the
Mt i
bt Commerattion ol
Natere JUCH] in
e and a s
wifs over fhive
reades of captinaie

Tattna 11 & e o€ 17 wadiverse ¢ o
contang pares of four of the world's 36
Biodiversity hotspoes. Arouesd 288 of It planc
and moee thae 205 of & amals are found
nowhere ek, Of the 7,516 Indam aodmal speches
assessed Sor the IUCN Red Lisz, 1062 are
threstenad, which Includes Wnerable,
Endangered and Crivically Endangerasd species.

These assessments cover only 7.2% of India’s
documented animal species The fgure of LI
tedls s what i ks w0 s not the Sl extent of
e theeee, The Matiomal Rl List Assrsanont cin
Tt chomer thae gap and dinect recoreery efons
whiese they are poeded most.

The prajects Im States

In Tum#A Nadhi, Progect Nilgin Tahr combines
popuiotion seevess, radio-coliaring, habine
snsexsment and meppng scross Tamil Nadu and
Keralaom to comserve the tahr, which is the Stine
sl of Tamil Nadu, Working with the Wikiife
Trastitate of bada (WD, O Adwarond estitute for
Wik Conservimion, the litesnasscoad Lsion fir
Comservigieon of Nature (JUCN), the Tamil Nada

ne

songe and practice
e receved e
SAPCTUARY s
Reidth Sarves M
n200%

e carrent
st of soene
of foulio’s
endangersd
pevies is
CHOOUrgmg.
bax sustained
canservackn,
scwmce arxd
local actom
renein

The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

(PANUVAS) and othwer partners, the progect iy
sireyygrhening the schentifc understading
newde] 0 secure the tade's future, Survwys
reconded §300 talirs in 2005 sl 1,364 i X006
Wulture cosiservation is wn example of how
sustained action thowgh conservation heeeding,
salier hahizass, mositorieg and publc sareness
cin hedp reverse a devastating dedline. Indir's
ban om the veserinary use of dickéenac, which
had cansed catastrophic bosses in vulture
pupukitions, was i crucud siep in this effost. &t
Pimpoce, the Jatayu Cooservation Dreeding Cenere,
run by the Haryams Forest Deparement and she
Bombzry Netural Hissoey Society, weeks with
wihtiteeumped, Joog it sexd Seoder-bilked

204, Indin's first mufw m‘:hmm

d TE8 soow beoy In
"m'm!ul l'nd'ﬁ wumen from Kiber haw
warrked with Forest Depsartment Skl eanms, the
Seow Leopard Tress and the Nature Cosservation
Foundation oo set Camera igs, moallon
popuieion and partcipate in peosection
activithes

Political suppart bs essential

WMach depends om the commitment of Stace
povemments, Political keadership is craoal in
priccitiving the rooovery of species, ringng
prwrnment degrtments together and, most
ettty sustisming scton Illvuu‘l MK

welruens. Madhya Pysadesht's 2005 cen: od
12,968 valiures, g froos 8397 s 2009 Tamil
Nadu's Segur Plateses remains an important
habiree, Taendl Nadu's rapaor conservation woek
and synchrosdsed surveys across Tami Nada,
Keradiom and Kamataka track these birds, which
Include beeeding popularions in the Mixhumakil
Tiger Reserve,

Lowggaerm prosection swduding halwat
Imataghernend, scientific mooitnging and the heip
ol Jocud conmmmusitios has Belped e Askatic So0
in Gujarar - the popalation rose from 634 In 2020
W 391 i NUS, with luns pecupsing & wider pan
of Saurashara.

Mooltorg, grrssland management, vaste

ant comtred, research and maeslocanion ke

edped secure and expand gremer coeborned
rhinoceros populitions againg poaching In
Asam’s Pobitory Wikdlife Sanctuary, winch has
n exceptionally hagh thino density, woeking with
COMmImmting an waneness, monitoring,
Trwedilioods and conflicr rodoction tus osade thing
rrotection an eondueing part of the liodscgpe,

I Meghalaya, the action plaes for the douded
leopard, the eldve State wsimad, comibines
habitae proeection and restorarion, sclentitic
monsocing, froatine tralmiog and cxmmunty
participation. As the xrimsal s dispersed across
the mmlm N prirey Luuhupe have been

{ a5 under
oonmections and keepang |hm frvtact e cemral
s future,

Diggowgg conservation Cadls for a dilferont
sppevach, Tarod Nods estialdshed Inders fes
dugnng cosservanion reserve across 44834
square kikoasetres of the Palk Bay and ks sesgzrase
habitae. A 2026 Wildlte Insttate of Indla
assessment estimated a totad of 230 dugongs,
inclodasg ESS dugongs in the Palk Bay sod 122 in
the Gu¥ of Mannr, peoviding a baseline for
miesesring change. Fishermen who relesse
dugongs caght bn nes may b valialbe g
Bt the grovwenment prosides compenisation i
astagied pets and recoises their el

Higgh o in the Himalayvas, scienoe and local

luu\-m Tewesdirring that ¢ o hind
rarw aud BelBood dectdons ae
uhx will hedp recovery plans belng

Implemented. State fores teams hirve % turn

s (ot woek on the ground. Recovery requines

ing cocpenieion with comumunitkes, soentists
and national ageoces. Results may take years,
aend sethacks requine programimes to sdape This
woukd recpinien Chesr goals, steady itrsestinent sed
ol inomiooring.

Speches thun recetve lnle pobic armenthon cam
stroggie o anract fending, Soate bevel Tunds can
hrig po Industry, §
schentific nstitutions togeeher anaund locid
pricetties. Tamd Nada's recemly established
Endangered Species Corservation Fund refiects
this appruach, with its focus on the makscer,
stripet] hyena, Madras hedpehog, lion tailed
macaque and the horntell,

There is sirmelar comeitmen intermeionally,
Lanchiod in 2000 by Rewilid and the fiezos Exrth
Fund, the Phioenix Species Project has comesitted
S200 milion 1 mecoveriegg K0 of the workds
e thevsnened specles, Dy supporting
ooteerviciontss, Indizenows peoples and locd
commEdties oves several yeurs, This s a lessoe
for ndla: recovery needs dependibie resournces
Iu‘rﬁhauln mosenor g and the people duing the

Forest need scienofic support
dlose to the held and stoff need to be trnmed in
surveys, halvitat assessment, comservation
Brending anl oot sesidysis, Commmunithes must
e ivobved mesmiogfully o seevweyy, dadital week
sod ground dedisions. Thelr knowledge can
sharpen plans and thelr orue pastidpasion can
sustain them.

For Indks, a nacswonal pocture of rek can gunde
priccities; Stmes, scientsts and communities can
transkate them imo plans with mappoed habitaes,
dear timedines and oseasuatie outcomes, The
bunstard, velture, tabe and dugong show that
Spwcivs recover e difieren ways. B Vb
survival depends on ststand oBorn - 3 ks, 0
S0t andd 1o szay with @ species long enowgh foe s
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From the Brink to a Comeback:

Hope for India’s Wildlife
faqftd & R A aTud): Tasilg TWiE (2-8 FEER) UR YR &I TREU THhAdid 3R 3H 31 I8

India’s blodlverS|ty
© s e S
2.4% ~8%
World land area World flora
iy (A
7.5% 4 of 36
World fauna Biodiversity
Sild hotspots
glcdic

\_

J

Success stories |

THAdTT N

» Asiatic lion (Gujarat): 674 (2020)
— 891 (2025)

LRIEIERE

> Vultures (MP): 8,397 (2019) —
12,981 (2025)

frs

> Nilgiri tahr: 1,303 — 1,364
(2026)

dex

» Great Indian Bustard chick
hatched in Kutch after a decade

MSTgul

Class24

FToflg TCilg

Wildlife Week 2-8 Oct

» 1,012 of 7,516 assessed
species threatened

1,012 JH U

» Only 7.2% of animal
species assessed
Dhdd 7.2% BT HTH A

» Need steady funds,
staff, community role

Y, T, Y
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Hope for India’s wildlife — in depth (1/2)
Fod [IoGR — faar 4 (1/2)

° Species in news ’ e Key steps | Y@ HeH O e More numbers | 3R sl

Species » Diclofenac ban (veterinary) ( 1 \
718 || 270
Great Indian Rajasthan gmm ufaee Snow leopards | | Dugongs (2026)
Bustard grasslands (2024) g‘rﬁT[
ST RTSTRIT > Jatayu Breeding Centre, R dgu
Sangai deer E/Iaanrljlzg; (Keibul Plnjgre (Haryana)
W \ J \ J
Hangul Kashmir » India’s 1st dugong ( 1 ( |
e (Dachigam) reserve: 448 kmz, Palk Bay 2030 $200 mn
(TN) Nai i
Palk Bay, Gulf of . ational Red Phoenix
Dugong I\/Iannary Ugdl §Tﬁ1T feerd Data Books Species Project
ST 1 g LAIBES
RIEZCIS] » IDWH scheme: recovery of oSl
%We'homed Pobitora, Assam 24 species
rhino =
| e S L 24 gttt J N )\ ) |
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ARTICLE 3 -

Hope for India’s wildlife — in depth (2/2)
Fod [IoGR — faar ¥ (2/2)

G Recipe for species recovery | Wﬁwmﬁﬁ

.

o

O

Red List Habitat & Community Steady
assessment breeding role funding
vs fore 3T q Yol S p | Frafta e=
Knmsk Protect + restore e.g. Kibber State-level funds
RIS HRETOT women [ By
fpesR wfgat

Did you know’>
5 QO e

Class24

» India = one of 17
megadiverse countries

17 HgTafae <=

» 28% plants & 30%+
animals are endemic

Y&
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> Class24
Global Pandemic Agreement

HETHRT g

India’s stakes in the Global Pandemic Agreement

t the United Nations High Level Meeting

{UN HIM), in New York in September

2026, India made official remuarks on the
Political Declaration on Pandemic Prevention
Preparedness and Response (PPPR), The
Dedlaration s part of the emerging global legal

pandemic management requires that
international coordimation is demonstrated. The
first Is equitable access 1o drugs, vaccines and
therapeutics and the creatlon of global public
goods, such as digital infrastructure (which
admirtedly align with its own national priorities).

2023, Indla launched the Global Initlative for
Digital Health and holds considerable influence
within the plaform’s health initiatives. Another is
“Parters for Multilateralism’, which was
faunched in 2026 by the European Union
(co-sponsors are Australia, Barbados, Brazil,

regime on pandemics led by the WHO-Pandemic Priyadarshini The secand is a respect for national Camacla, India and Kenya).
agreement (PA). Singh soveregnty and the primacy of member-states in Third, strengthening and aligning domestic
Sosearch Folow at shaping global policy Interventions according to policy and regulatory architecture around its own

Shaping the framework the Centre for Sociat natonal circumstance. As a contrast, the United priorites for the PA. Global Jeadership always
The PA was adopted by 124 memberstates in and Economic States rejected the Declaration, caling the PABS rests on domestic strengths. s must ensure
2025, inchuding India. No country voted against Progress |CSEP) and WHO'S role in declaring pandemics a o that its national policies on PPPR such as
it, while 11 abstained, reflecting alignment across challenge to its national interests. regulation of access 10 biological material and
high-, middbe- and low-Income countries distribution of the benefits uphold the highest
(HICELICS/LMICs), The negotiations hinged on India’s line standards of equity which India can then demand
how to balance national sovereignty with In its remarks, Ixfia has acknowledged the at the global level.
international cooperation and solicrity, concerns of the Global North and the South. Both
exposing the fault lines between the Global North sides have upheld nattonal sovereignty as A South-South health role
and the Globat South. Key tssues included paramount on several provislons. The Afrlcan An equitable global regime on PPPR is In Indla's
whether a global treaty can set binding targets for countries did not give consent to commitments to | nterests as much as a responsibility towands the
measures such as ‘One Health” without securing monitor the human-animal-environment Global South, India is the pharmacy of the workd,
funsking for countries with fragile health systems, interface, a key source of pandemic outbreaks, manufacturing one of the Lirgest shares of
Or whetlver national pandemic regubations can be withowt significant funding, which was not vaccines in the world in rerirs of volume. e, it
harmondsed through global frameworks. And guaranteed by the Global North, Simdlardy, needs an equitable global vaccine distribution
whether private manufacturers can be required countries in the Global North did not want regime. The patents for the vaccines that India
o share vaccines in real time at affordable prices. binding targets with regards to technology manufactures are held by global

The PA is not yet open for ratification because transder Gnd other similar peovisions). pharmaceuticals. India is ako import-dependent
negotiations are still ongolng for an annex Bust as India said at the UN HLM, ‘Global for Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs).
concerning the Pathogen Access and Solidarity must be demonstrated through actlon’; India needs access to the latest technology
Benelit-Sharing (PABS) system. PABS could help Irclia st be an active player in the Analisation from the Global North to strengthen the
ensure that, during a pandemic, LICs and LMICs of the global PPPR regimme. India is already manufacturing of high-grade personal protective
recelve a falr share of vaccines, medicines and actively engaged In the PABS negodations and equipment and medical devices, Ar the same
other therapeutics, must lead the Global South in the post PABS time, India needs to kead South South

Even without ratification, the PA has created a context, India can consider three options. First, Cooperation and share its technological strength
first-ol-gs-kind global legal regime for the PPPR, developing partnerships on technical areas of the | with other countries in the Global South,
Operationalisation requires countries such &5 PA (One Health, surveillance, health workforoe Indix’s health system has a continental scale,
India to balance interests of the HICs, LICs and strengthening) to bulld trust with other countries | and as India’s Health Secretary stated at the UN
LMICs. This will determine whether the PA will in the Global South, and a ‘store” of operational HLM, its Interventions in digital health
further entrench the inequities of the COVID 19 solutions to ticky national sovereignty problems. | infrastructure, laboratories networks and One
pandemic or make global health govermance truly India's Second, leveraging its keadership role within Health are valuable as global public goods. An
inclusive. feadership can existing ghobal political groupings. For example, elfective PA needs an engaged Indla, and a strong

At the UN HLM, Indla succeeded In enshrining
the multiksteral components of the PA within the
principle of national sovereignty. India reiterated
its commitment to strengthen global pandemic
preparedness but stressed that effective

help bridge the
divides in global
pandemic
governance
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the H20 summit (2 health and development G7
and G20 parmership) will take place under the
United Kingdom's G-20 leadership at the end of
2027; panclemic preparedness is one ol the core
health agendas. During Index's G-20 presidency in

PA will strengthen India’s own pandemic
management.

Thisartick b hased on @ forthoouing CSEP saviing puper ow the
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India’s Stakes in the
Global Pandemic Agreement
WHO HEMR! IHEa # YRd &1 YfAeT: TUYdT 9918 7@d g Ay feur &1 Aqa

» Adopted at 78th World
Health Assembly (May
2025)

784l WHA

» 124 in favour, O against, 11
abstained
1240 ¥

» Goal: prevent, prepare,
respond (PPPR)

AHYTH, aar, ufafsear

J

.
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Adopted May 2025

@ g 2025

North vs South
IR I Sfeor

° The Agreement | e Pending piece: PABS
= dfed '
AT : PABS

» Pathogen Access &
Benefit-Sharing annex

<ITY] Ugd G STYH-HTSAT

» Countries share virus
samples — get fair share of
vaccines

Aol 1 fgan
» Treaty opens for
ratification only after PABS

3D §1G TIHAT

» South wants funds, tech
transfer, vaccine equity

¢, db-ih

» North resists binding
tech-transfer targets

BRI 9T To!

» USA rejected the UN
declaration

ARSI 7 BRI
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Global Pandemic Agreement — in depth (1/2)
HETHRI quElar — faar | (1/2)

India’s line at UN HLM Three optlons for India India’s strengths & gaps

UN # HRd o e
» Equitable access to » Partner on One Health, %ﬁ

. dred

drugs & vaccmes surveillance, workforce o —ry

T %F'\’f “Pharmacy o accine patents

IE | ad the world” abroad

» Respect national » Use groupings — G20, ﬁ_’“ﬂ q-s_'ﬁ*{“ aéz.laéw H
sovereignty H20, Partners for r'?]'gk‘éfcc'”e Q:';r:gsrﬁ'

TI'@'CIWHT-IT Multilateralism geT dlor e APF&ITCHH
» “Global solidarity G20, H20 Digital health  PPE tech

- GIDH) needed

mu_st tie shown through > Stre_ngthen domestic T Co e i
action rules first

"B Y Tholedl” TR G ld Holgd
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Global Pandemic Agreement — in depth (2/2)
HETHRI quElar — faar | (2/2)

Road to the global pandemic regime | aAfy ARTHRY SuawT &t i ° Did you know’>
e

87

» One Health = human +
- - - animal + environment

COVID-19 May 2025 Sept 2026 Next AN
' GE N
» WHO HQ: Geneva,
Inequity exposed PA adopted UN HLM PABS annex — founded 7 April 1948
STYHTAT (WHATS8) declaration ratlfyzh (W orld Health D ay)
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Cheetahs: 3rd site in MP
Ad: MP BT TIRRT RIA

Two cheetahs released into
M.P’s third conservation site

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
released two cheetahs in the Veerangana
Durgavati Tiger Reserve in Sagar district on
Wednesday, marking the expansion of the
cheetah conservation project. He said it was a
historic day for wildlife in Madhya Pradesh,
adding that the cats have been named Vyom and
Neera. After Kuno National Park in Sheopur
district and Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in
Mandsaur, the tiger reserve in the Bundelkhand
region will be the third cheetah habitat. He also
released the Vulture Population Estimation 2026
report and the book Veerangana Durgavati Tiger
Reserve. vm
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Two Cheetahs Released at

Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve Gg;;a&#;era
A YT & AR fordt & IRATAT gatad! 2R Rord 7 gt A (@ 7 k) Big 1Y - Frar aRaiesn &1 dr w«
Cheetah sites in MP Project Cheetah
O rerews | TER B G bl i | @ 5ohaee o
> Released by MP CM Mohan Site District » Launched 17 Sept 2022 at
Yadav on 7 Oct d fore Kuno
g A1qa %o NP Sheopur 17 fydeR 2022
» Place: Veerangana Durgavati _
TR, Sagar district Ty v —— > Cheetahs from Namibia &
TR Forer e 9 el South Africa
> Region: Bundelkhand Durgavati TR Sagar ' '
Jeads g-rﬁa-cﬁ IR > quld’s first inter-
> Also released Vulture continental large-cat
Population Estimation 2026 translocayon
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Cheetahs: 3rd site in MP — in depth (1/2)
dld: MP BT TRT A — AR & (1/2)

.

» Fastest land animal — up
to ~110 km/h

a9 ol oy Siig

» Declared extinct in India in
1952

1952 ¥ faq(d 9lftid

» African cheetah: IUCN
Vulnerable

IUCN gU=I

» Asiatic cheetah survives
only in Iran

hael g3 H

J

.

TR

° Cheetah facts | ?ﬂ?nmzr @ e Veerangana Durgavati TR
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» Formerly Nauradehi
WLS

7d # ARTeE
» Notified as tiger reserve

in 2023
2023 T 3R Reig

» Named after Gond
gueen Rani Durgavati

rits <t gt

» Kuno has limited
space & prey

%1 5 Ao o
» Spreads risk of
disease/conflict

S| dear

» Builds a connected
meta-population
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Cheetahs: 3rd site in MP — in depth (2/2)
did: MP BT TRRT A — faaR & (2/2)

a Cheetah comeback timeline | tdT aTael &t THI-ET & G Dol el k”OW”,

0-0-0-0

1952 2022 2025 2026
Declared extinct Namibia — Kuno Gandhi Sagar Durgavati TR
faqu Gl el AR

.
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» Cheetah cannot roar —

It purrs & chirps .
dIdT qgTSdl et

» Name from Sanskrit
“chitraka” = spotted

CECD
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Who appoints the CEC?
cec fgfaa faare
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SC to examine plea on CEC
appointment law split verdict

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to exa-
mine and take a call on
hearing an application
seeking to recall a split ver-
dict pronounced on Sep-
tember 23 in a case chal-
lenging the Election
Commissioners’ appoint-
ments law.

The application, orally
mentioned before Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
by senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, ques-
tions why one of the judges
on the apex court Bench,
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma, did not reveal
during multiple court pro-
ceedings that his son was a
standing counsel for the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI).

The plea, filed by Na-
man Sherstra, has sought a
recall of the opinion given
by Justice Sharma, who
was the puisne judge on
the Division Bench headed
by Justice Datta, on Sep-
tember 23 on the question
of referring the challenge
to the constitutional validi-
ty of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of Of-
fice) Act, 2023 to a five-
judge Bench.

Differing views

While Justice Dipankar
Datta, who was the lead
judge on the Bench, in his
opinion, had declined the
reference to a Constitution
Bench, Justice Sharma
took an opposing view in
favour of the reference.

Eventually, both judges on
the Bench passed a com-
mon order for the CJI to al-
locate the case to a Consti-
tution Bench.

The application has ob-
jected to this common or-
der, but did not challenge,
specifically, the separate
opinion given by Justice
Datta. Justice Datta had ob-
served in his opinion that
the 2023 law was prima fa-
cie wrong to ignore an ear-
lier Constitution Bench
judgment in the Anoop Ba-
ranwal case, which had in-
cluded the CJI as a neutral
member in the Prime Mi-
nister-led selection panel
for Chief Election Commis-
sioners (CECs) and Elec-
tion Commissioners (ECs).

The 2023 law had re-
placed the CJI with a Union
Minister nominated by the
Prime Minister.
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Who appoints the CEC?
cec fgfaa faare
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* HISTORY
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‘Greatestheadache’: Constituent Assembly op annointing Election Commission.

EXPERTEXPLAINS
INDU BHUSHAN
FORMER |AS OFFICER AND ECONOMIST

ON JUNE 15, 1949, a little-remembered
member of the Constituent Assembly
named Shibban Lal Saxena rose to object
to a deceptively simple clause. The draft
Constitution said the President would ap-
point India’s Election Commissioners. Ina
parliamentary system, Saxena pointed out,
that meant the government of the day
would effectively be choosing the referee
for its own contests.

“It is quite possible that some party in
power who wants to win the next election
may appoint a staunch party-man as the

chief Election Commissioner,” he warned.

Saxenasaid he wasn’t accusing anyone
and even called the sitting Prime Minister
lucky to have the independence and impar-
tiality he did. But that, he said, was exactly
the problem with resting a constitutional
safeguard on the character of one man. “We
are making a Constitution for ever, and not
only for today,” he said.

Saxena proposed that appointing an
Election Commissioner should require a
two-thirds majority in Parliament: not to
make the Commission answerable to Par-
liament, but to make it impossible for one
party to install its own nominee. The As-
sembly voted his proposal down. But the
warning stayed on the record.

The next day, H N Kunzru pushed
further. Provincial governments had been
kept out of election administration because
they might be politically biased. Fair
enough, he said — but why assume the
Central Government would be any less ca-
pable of bias?

Kunzru wanted safeguards strong

8 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

enough that Commissioners could act
“fearlessly”, and then delivered a stark
warning: “Worked by people whose integ-
rity cannot be depended upon, democracy
will be poisoned at the source.”

The eventual compromise

Even B R Ambedkar didn’t dismiss the
concern. He called it one of the Drafting
Committee’s “greatest headaches™. He con-
sidered borrowing the American model,
where the Senate confirms presidential ap-
pointments, but worried it would import
its own political games.

The eventual compromise: the Consti-
tution would establish the Election Com-
mission and shield the Chief Election Com-
missioner from easy removal, but leave
Parliament to legislate the actual appoint-
ment mechanism. That became Article 324
— a foundation with the front door delib-
erately left unlocked.

For 74 years, Parliament never walked
through that door. No law was passed.
Then, in 2023, the Supreme Court did what
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Who appoints the CEC?
cec fgfaa faare

Daily Current Affairs

S

Parliament hadn’t: in Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India, it ruled that until Parlia-
ment acted, appointments should be rec-
ommended by a committee of the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, and
the Chief Justice of India (CJI), a structure
built to keep any one side from controlling
the outcome.

Parliament did act. The Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election Com-
missioners Act, 2023, replaced the CJIon
the selection panel with a Union Cabinet
Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.
Now, two of three seats on the committee
effectively answer to the same person.

The perception of impartiality
None of this proves an Election Com-
missioner appointed under the new law
will actimproperly, or that the Commission
has turned partisan. But it does raise a legit-
imate constitutional question, and it’s al-
most exactly the one Saxena and Kunzru
asked in 1949: does this appointment
mechanism give the government enough

———— T -

'-——O ———— T —— i ——

distance from the body that referees elec-
tions involving the government itself?

Simply put: In an election, the govern-
mentisone ofthe contestants. The Election
Commission is the referee. The question
was never whether the referee will actually
favour oneside. Actually, most of the time,
individual Commissioners will do their
jobs honestly. The question is whether a
system that lets one contestant hold dis-
proportionate sway over who getstoreferee
should be designed.

This is precisely why Saxena refused to
let the Constitution’s safeguardsdepend on
who happened to be Prime Minister at the
time. His argument was structural, not per-
sonal. It's a design principle, not acharacter
judgment, and it holds regardless of who
sits in which chair today. The system
should be such that the selection of the ref-
eree should not only be impartial but also
appear to be so.

This controversy isn’t really about any
individual Commissioner’s competence or
integrity. It'sabout whether the architecture

8 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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of appointment produces both the right in-
centives and the right perception — because
in institutions of this kind, the appearance
of independence often matters as much as
the fact of it. A referee no one fully trusts is,
for practical purposes, no referee at all.

Seventy-seven years after Kunzru'swam-
ingagainst a flawed electoral machinery, the
argument has looped back to that exact
source: whochoosesthe people whorunthe
machinery? The Constituent Assembly saw
the danger clearly, debated it seriously, and
then — perhaps wisely, perhaps not — left
the final answer to a Parliament that would
one day have to decide foritself.

Whether Parliament decided well isthe
debate we are having today, but what'’s
striking is how little the terms of that debate
have changed. Sometimes, the sharpest
commentary on the present isn’t written
by today’s columnists at all. It was spoken,
on the floor of the Constituent Assembly,
by those who could not have known exactly
how the future would test their words, only
that it eventually would.
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Who Picks the Referee?
SC to Hear Plea on CEC Appointment Law
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Article 324
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» 2 of 3 seats answer to
the same side
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» Govt is a player; EC is
the referee
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» Independence must be
seen, not just real
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Who appoints the CEC? — in depth (1/2)
cec fFrgfaa faarg — faaR A (1/72)

° Constituent Assembly debate

(1949)
TAfAYTT THT (1949)

» Shibban Lal Saxena:
need 2/3 majority of
Parliament

ql-fagTs sgad

> H.N. Kunzru: weak
safeguards = democracy

P
» Ambedkar: one of the
‘greatest headaches”
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.

“poisoned at the source”

J

e Article 324 | 35¢ 324 il

.

» EC: superintendence,
direction & control of
elections

3refterur, fAdeE, frsror

» Covers Parliament, State
Legislatures, President, VP
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» Appointment law left to

Parliament — passed only in
2023

DI 2023 §
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Removal & tenure

T d BRIBTA

» CEC: removed like a
SC judge
sc =grareiier o=ft ufspan

» ECs: removed on
CEC’s recommendation

CEC o] Riwprivgr

» Term: 6 years or age
65

6 a4 / 65 99
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Who appoints the CEC? — in depth (2/2)
cec fFrgfaa faarg — faaR A (2/2)

a Journey of the appointment question | FRIfT Uy &1 arm & ° Did you knOW%_}
» ECI set up 25 Jan 1950
~ e - — National Voters’ Day
1949 1950-2023 Mar 2023 Dec 2023 g ;

» Multi-member body
since 1 Oct 1993

Assembly debate Executive Baranwal: CJI on Act: Minister 1993 @ a—g’_m
JHI ded appoints panel replaces CJI
WHR g CJI =Miae T
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ejia’s cement footprint stands
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Cement vs net-zero
e 9 Ae-si)

India’s cement footprint stands
in its way to net-zero emissions
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India’s Cement Footprint

Stands in the Way of Net-Zero Og;;;e%b 2070
YR BT A IS Ac-SRI (2070) Ht I8 A TSI YT - “HISATS | e arar &

Why cement is “hard-to- -
° abate” o e Key numbers | Yqd li" Hidden costs | fodt a
I i HE CTNTd

> Kiln heat ~1,450°C — ( 7-11% il 062t | > Limestone mining clears
35-40% of emissions Global CO, CO, per tonne forests & topsoill

1,450°C 3—@ from cement (India) ddd ﬁ@' B

L . af¥e co, i e .
» Calcination: limestone » Long-distance transport
(CaCO3;) — CO, released \ )\ J emissions )
334—1,546|| 67.5% MASCRE R Rl

» Clinker = 53-65% of Mt output India clinker > Air pollutants: NOx, SO,
emissions 2020—2070 _ratio PM
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ARTICLE 7 * ENVIRONMENT — CLIMATE CHANGE | JafaRvl - STarg uiad=

Cement vs net-zero — in depth (1/2)
e g A9kl — fasaR & (1/2)

° Solutions | HHTUTA £y

.

» RDF (refuse-derived fuel)
from city waste — 20% target
by 2030 (NITI)

RDF

» Less clinker: blend fly ash,
sla

9
RIS, T, TRl
» Replacing 1t clinker saves

0.83 t CO, (IEA)
0.83 t 5Td

» Carbon capture
unavoidable

PTI- SR T3]

J

.

e Cement types
e & PR

Type Clinker
TPR e

Ordinary
Portland
(OPC)
OPC

Portland
Pozzolana
(PPC)

PPC

Portland Slag
(PSC) 35—-64%
PSC

>95%

65—-80%
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& e Traditional binders
URURN® S58%

» Lime mortar — Ta|
Mahal

AT — dToHg A

» Lime-surkhi, mud,
rammed earth

g, fret

» Kath Kuni (Himachal)
— wood & stone
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The Problems with Clinker

While clinker is foundational to modern infrastructure, it is the root cause of the cement
industry's heaviest environmental and economic challenges. §§ Homedit +1

1. Massive Carbon Dioxide (COz) Emissions

Clinker production is one of the single largest industrial drivers of climate change, with
the cement industry accounting for roughly 8% of global CO, emissions. The emissions
stem from two main sources: E YouTube - Saint-Gobain

The Calcination Process: When limestone (CaCO,) is heated, it chemically splits into

lime (Ca0) and carbon dioxide (CO,). This chemical reaction alone generates about
half of the industry’s greenhouse gas emissions. @ Sciencebirect.com +1

Extreme Heat Demand: Sintering materials at 1,500°C requires burning immense
amounts of fossil fuels. The pyroprocessing stage accounts for over 90% of a cement
plant's total energy use. 0 ScienceDirect.com +1

2. Resource and Energy Depletion

Clinker production places a massive strain on non-renewable natural resources.
Millions of tons of limestone and clay must be blasted and quarried every year. Because it
is so energy-intensive, fluctuating fuel costs heavily impact the final price of

cement. @ Amrit Cement +3
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Cement vs net-zero — in depth (2/2)
e g A9kl — fasaR & (2/2)

G From limestone to cement | ﬂHT-W'\ﬁ?ﬂﬁE

0-0-0-0

Mine Kiln 1 450°C Calcmatlon Clinker +
limestone gypsum
(CEE fFda®v +
Forests cleared F_uel CO, Process CO, Cement

gq B Y CO, ufdar co, e

.

Did you know’>
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» Portland cement —
Britain, 1820s

1820 & XD

» India = 2nd largest
cement producer (after
China)
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As GST council meets today, tax specialists look for reforms beyond rates
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New FTAs can cushion
tariff blow: RBI chief
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ARTICLE 8 « ENERGY | &ef

Uranium push & geothermal

grfras 9 y-ardta

Daily Current Affairs

UCIL bets on greenfield mines, copper
residue to double uranium output

Vinava Deshpande Pandit
JADUGUDA, JHARKHAND

The Uranium Corporation
of India Ltd. (UCIL) plans
to double domestic urani-
um output by 2036,
backed by four greenfield
mining and processing
projects and a novel initia-
tive to recover uranium
from copper mine residue.

As part of its push to-
wards a circular economy,
UCIL is expected to begin
extracting uranium from
copper mine residue from
2029-30. An understand-

CM

ing has been reached with
Hindustan Copper Ltd.
(HCL) for the initiative.
UCIL CMD Kancham
Anand Rao disclosed the
plans while responding to
a question from The Hindu
at a media workshop here.
“This is a long process.
We will take some time till
we start this extraction,”
Mr. Rao said. “We are not
going to mine from HCL
plant tailings. HCL mines
for copper. But they take
out only 5%. 95% is reject.
We will take that 95% and
recover 10% of it. It will

8 October 2026  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

come to us for processing.
So there is no mining cost
involved,” he said. The ba-
lance waste would be re-
turned to HCL, making the
process economically via-
ble and aligned with circu-
lar economy principles.

Four greenfield projects
UCIL’s production expan-
sion plan comes as India
seeks to increase domestic
uranium availability to
support its growing nu-
clear power programme.
To boost local uranium
output in the interim, UCIL

is developing four green-
field projects with the most
prominent at Rohil in Ra-
jasthan with a capacity to
mine/process 2,500 tonne
uranium ore a day. The se-
cond project at Gogi in Kar-
nataka is at an early stage.
The other two are planned
in AP and Chhattisgarh.

Mr. Rao said the entry of
private players into nu-
clear power generation
would complement UCIL.

(The writer was at Jadu-
guda on the invite of the
PIB and the Department of
Atomic Energy)
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Uranium push & geothermal

grfras 9 y-ardta

Daily Current Affairs

Iceland courts India for geothermal,
CCUS, ‘carbon-to-stone’ technologies

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Iceland is confident about
the opportunities emerg-
ing in India’s evolving ge-
othermal energy land-
scape  and believes
regulatory challenges can
be overcome, Johann Pall
Johannsson, Iceland’s Mi-
nister for Energy, Environ-
ment and Climate, told The
Hindu on the sidelines of
his visit to New Delhi.

“It (potential challenges
originating from India’s
regulatory framework) is

Iceland generates
70% of electricity
from hydropower,
30% via geothermal

something that can be
overcome”, he said, ad-
ding Iceland had the legal
expertise to support coun-
tries in developing regula-
tory frameworks for scal-
ing up geothermal energy.
Mr. Johannsson also ex-
pressed confidence in In-
dia’s carbon capture, utili-
sation and storage (CCUS),

8 October 2026  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

pointing to opportunities
for Reykjavik to deploy
“tried and tested” technol-
ogy, Carbfix, which con-
verts captured carbon
dioxide into stone.

He said Iceland built
huge expertise in geother-
mal energy and wanted to
export that knowledge to
nations such as India with
“large, untapped
potential.”

Iceland generates about
70% of electricity from hy-
dropower and 30% from
geothermal sources. India,
meanwhile, has an estimat-

ed geothermal potential of
about 10.6 GW, according
to government data. He
noted New Delhi was also
committed to expanding
geothermal energy.

Benefit from Carbfix

Mr. Johannsson highlight-
ed Iceland’s Carbfix tech-
nology, which converts
carbondioxide into stone
via a process that perma-
nently mineralises the cap-
tured CO:z. He said the tech-
nology could be useful for
sectors such as cement and
steel in India.

A IN-X
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UCIL to Double Uranium Output;
Iceland Courts India on Geothermal

UCIL 2036 T GRI-1aW ITEH GIAT B (iaT SaR¥ J of); sMguads Y-ardia 9 “H1a--9-UkR” adh-1d i
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@ Clean energy
T Sl

Uranium from copper waste _n, e Iceland’s offer Q)
aﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁém[ Lo ATHAS P AH

° UCIL plan | UCIL @1
UG

» Double domestic
uranium output by 2036

2036 TP SRIAT

» 4 greenfield mines:
Rohil (Rajasthan), Gogi
(Karnataka), AP,
Chhattisgarh

4 98 WM™
» Rohil: 2,500 t ore/day

Afed

J

» Tie-up with Hindustan
Copper (HCL)
HCL & 1Y

» Recover from tailings —
No mining cost

W dRTd "ol

» Starts 2029-30: circular
economy

T dTTRT

.

» Geothermal expertise &
regulatory help

Y-ardig
» Carbfix: turns CO, Into
stone

CO, - U}

» Useful for cement &
steel

dHc, s
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Uranium push & geothermal — in depth (1/2)
g 9 Y-aiia — faarR & (1/2)

° Numbers | 3iT#g o1
100 GW 10.6 GW
Nuclear target India
2047 geothermal
UHIT] o1& potential
YT &
70% / 30% 2036
Iceland: hydro / UCIL doubling
geothermal g Y

.

J

UCIL basics | UCIL
LR n

.

» PSU under Dept of
Atomic Energy (est.
1967)

YRHTY] SHull faumT
» HQ: Jaduguda,

Jharkhand — India’s 1st
uranium mine

EIFIIE)

» Big reserve:
Tummalapalle (AP)

LR L]
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Geothermal in India mn

YRd § Y-ardia

» Puga Valley, Ladakh —
ONGC pilot

UK

» Hot spring belts:
Himalaya, Son-
Narmada-Tapi, Cambay

TH A

» Steady 24x7 baseload
power

24 x7 foaoTdl
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Uranium push & geothermal — in depth (2/2)
g 9 Y-aiia — faarR 9 (2/2)

a Carbfix: carbon to stone | PIAPRT: BT I TR Pr o ° Did you know?,
» CCUS = Carbon
Capture, Utilisation &
Storage
Capture CO, Dissolve in Inject into Becomes rock CCUS
COZ water basalt d&T- d-dT
ur H et SHTee | » India’s Deccan Traps
From plants Like soda Underground ~2 years, are basalt — suit Carbfix
BSUERS TIST ST H&ITIH permanent
RITt cdh - 2‘({
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Madras HC on FCRA

FCRA U¥ HTH HC

Organisations engaged in religious conversion
shall be denied FCRA registration: Madras HC

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court has said
religious organisations en-
gaged in conversions shall
be denied Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) registration, and
that only organisations
whose activities do not af-
fect the nation’s secular fa-
bric and social amity are
entitled to registration.
The court was hearing a
Civil Miscellaneous Appeal
filed by Kanzeon Public
Charitable Trust — founded
by a Christian priest in Ko-
daikanal — after its applica-
tion for registration under
the FCRA was rejected.
The appellant said the
trust had established a Zen
Meditation Centre at Ko-
daikanal and that its activi-
ties could not be Jabelled
as religious. The centre
contended that the govern-

ee

We are a pluralist nation.
Unlike the USA, we are
not a melting pot but a
salad bowl. a beautiful
metaphor credited to
Justice Ruma Pal. This
status quo would be
upset if one religious
group gains ascendancy
MADURAI BENCH OF THE
MADRAS HIGH COURT

ment's policy was to check
the inflow of foreign funds
that might be used for con-
version and other activities
detrimental to the coun-
try’s secular fabric.

The Division Bench of
Justices G.R. Swaminathan
and M.D. Sumathi said,
“One cannot forget the fact
that Christianity is a mes-
sianic religion. Their theo-
logical and religious mis-
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sion is to bring everyone
within the fold of Jesus
Christ. There is a saying ‘a
leopard will not change its
spots’. Unlike Hinduism,
which is inclusive, the
Abrahamic religions are in-
herently exclusive.”

Rule 9 of the FCRA
Rules, 2011, states that the
application must be in
Form FC-3A. Form FC-3A
requires the applicant to
disclose the nature of the
organisation.

“The appellant trust
claims to subscribe to Zen
Buddhist philosophy. On
its own showing, the appel-
lant is a religious organisa-
tion. The authority rightly
states that Zen Buddhism
is a variant of the Mahaya-
na Buddhist School. Every
Buddhist school will come
under the broad umbrella
of Buddhism. Zen can be
no exception. Since the ap-
pellant’s application did
not correctly identify its

nature as religious, the ap-
plication was rightly nega-
tived,” the court said.

The judges said the ap-
pellant need not have been
so coy. Section 12 of the
FCRA bars only an unregis-
tered religious organisa-
tion from accepting foreign
contributions. An organi-
sation having a definite re-
ligious programme is entit-
led to apply for a certificate
of registration from the
Central government under
Sections 11 and 12 of the
Act.

“We are a pluralist na-
tion. Unlike the USA, we
are not a melting pot but a
salad bowl, a beautiful me-
taphor credited to Justice
Ruma Pal. This status quo
would be upset, if one reli-
gious group gains ascen-
dancy,” the court said, ad-
ding,"One cannot keep any
card up one's sleeve. This
is no game of hide and
seek.”
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Madras HC: Conversion Groups
Can Be Denied FCRA Registration @“%%%B“

WS 8T8 PIc: YHTaRor # ) TSI B) FCRA USHRUT F8l; “HRd AfRT ule T8, Jelrg a8a 87

° The case | HTHAT P egvﬁr?%tg%ou” neld ‘n e The debate | d8d 9,

» Kanzeon Public » Groups doing conversions » Remarks on religions
Charitable Trust, — no FCRA draw criticism
Kodaikanal YRl — FCRA TGt fewforgt oR SmrereET
HISTFHAT ¢ » Must disclose true nature » Issue: Art 25 (freedom of
» Ran a Zen meditation N ;%Qr[m F£'3Avj religion) vs public order
centre; FCRA plea rejected AT A Glﬂ%‘c{ 25
o1 ST o oas 1y || - Bench: ustces G
» HC: Zen = Mahayana eTfifer TRIT 3deT B Thd] Swaminathan & M.D.

Buddhism — itis religious Sumathi

. aq=q-6-rqﬂ J \ J \ % J
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ARTICLE 9 » POLITY — LAW | YTSToqa¥T - HTA

Madras HC on FCRA — in depth (1/2)
FCRA TR USRI HC — fa=R 9 (1/2)

FCRA basics | FCRA 2020 amendment
uR=g L

2020 HXN

» FCRA 2010 (first law
1976)

2010 (Ugcil 1976) 20%
> Run by Ministry of
Home Affairs

e HATAd

» Admin expense cap:
20% (was 50%)

> No transfer of foreign
funds to other NGOs

IRl ol
» Funds only in SBI, New
Delhi Main Branch account t;e'g‘?e(:gﬁgnoga(igl&e-
SBI A% fgeett
N YR 3

» Registration valid 5 years

5 qY

. J .

Class24

Who cannot take foreign
funds

T A Tpdr

» Election candidates,
MPs/MLAS

U=, dide

» Govt servants, judges

IRPRI Jad, ATaTen=r

» Political parties,
journalists/media

ToHIfd® &d, Hifsar
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ARTICLE 9 » POLITY — LAW | YTSToqa¥T - HTA

Madras HC on FCRA — in depth (2/2)
FCRA TR HST HC — fa=R 9 (2/2)

G How FCRA registration works | FCRA USiI&RUT Ufehar ina

Class24

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» “Salad bowl” metaphor
credited to Justice Ruma

Pal
Apply (FC-3A)  MHA scrutiny SBI Delhi Renew in 5 yrs ST UTe
A account
SBI HTd1 » Art 25-28 = freedom of
Declare nature Activities checked Funds come here Annual returns

o . el =l religion

TG 25-28

.
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Are Changing the §
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ARTICLE 10 « DEFENCE | Y&

Air Force Day: engines & squadrons

IR faaw

IAF pushes indigenous engines, faster
fighter inductions amid squadron shortage

he Indian Air Force is pushing for faster development of

indigenous fighter engines while also seeking quicker
aircraft inductions to address a persistent shortage of
fighter squadrons.

At his annual press conference ahead of Air Force Day, Air
Chief Marshal A.P. Singh stressed that building a domestic
aerospace ecosystem, including indigenous propulsion, is
essential for India’s long-term self-reliance.

Responding to media queries, he said engine development
would take time and require sustained national effort. And
described indigenous programmes as critical to creating
a foundation for future combat aircraft. The IAF has also
been supporting efforts to integrate Indian weapons and
systems onto its platforms.

The immediate concern, however, remains the shrinking
fighter fleet. According to the chief, delays in aircraft
induction were hurting the force, particularly following the
retirement of MiG-21s.

The IAF needs to induct around 36-40 fighter aircraft
annually over the next few years to arrest the decline
and eventually move towards its sanctioned strength of
42 squadrons.

The immediate

concern, however,
remains the shrinking
fighter fleet. According

to the chief, delays

in aircraft induction
were hurting the force,
particularly following
the retirement of
MiG-21s.

The planned fighter mix includes the Tejas Mk-1A,
Tejas Mk-2, Rafale and the indigenous AMCA. Singh also
highlighted that multiple indigenous programmes need
to move forward alongside, but with greater prioritisation
and tighter timelines.

With engine availability having contributed to delays in
the Tejas Mk-1A programme, the message from the IAF is
clear: India needs to build indigenous propulsion capability
for the future while accelerating fighter production today
to close the operational gap.
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ARTICLE 10 « DEFENCE | Y&

Air Force Day (8 Oct): IAF Pushes
Indigenous Engines, Faster Inductions

IS fead: Wit $oF, W dS1P f[AH WA H1 R 9 - Wi & Bl aat i

Chief’s message

pricckeakere|

w

» Air Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh

u.ul. Rig

» Indigenous propulsion
key to self-reliance

Rl go
» Engine delays slowed
Tejas MKk-1A

aﬁmﬁéﬁ

. J

.

Squadron gap

PIS- Bt HHI

e

42

Sanctioned
squadrons

wWipd

' 36-40

Jets needed per
year

Tl ay

MiG-211|

Retired (2025)

1932

IAF founded
JYTYAT
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94th Air Force Day
9437 qrgaT lad
e Future flghter mix .*l

» Tejas Mk-1A & Tejas
Mk-2 (HAL)

» Rafale (France)

thel

> AMCA - 5th-gen
stealth (ADA)
AMCA
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ARTICLE 10 » DEFENCE | Y&

Air Force Day: engines & squadrons — in depth (1/2)

g fdad — fawR | (1/2)

Engine story

g9l B B!

» Kaveri engine (GTRE)
— fell short for fighters

BT’

» Tejas uses US GE
F404; Mk-2 — GE F414

GE g9+

» AMCA engine: co-
development with Safran
(France)

PRI

.

J

o Air Force Day
° argaT fead

.

~

» Founded 8 Oct 1932 as
Royal Indian Air Force

8 3[agar 1932

> Motto: “TH: TR
?ﬂ'GI'Fr — from Bhagavad
Gita

Mar g

> Only Marshal of the
IAF: Arjan Singh
3o Rig

Class24

e Drones rising
$I91 &1 34

» Heron MKk IlI, Searcher
Il In service

L

» DRDO TAPAS-BH-201
MALE UAV

GEL

» Archer-NG — armed
drone in works

3MR-NG
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Air Force Day: engines & squadrons — in depth (2/2)
g feag — AR ¥ (2/2)

Did you know?

G Closing the fighter gap | Wﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ{ﬂﬁ

AT 3T T &2
» One fighter squadron =
16-18 aircraft
Own englnes Faster HAL 36-40 Jets/yr 42 squadrons L=tk
et goH output 42 p1g » |AF ranked No. 3
1 3edia among world air powers
Long-term Tejas Mk-1A Arrest decline Sanctioned ﬁ f[ ?ﬂw
HREAINED GISES] fRTde JAdb strength d
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬁﬁmﬁ'\’@%

RRB NTPC 2025 (Graduate CBT-2)

Exam date: 10 Jul 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: RBI repo rate

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)
Exam date: 24 May 2026 < Topic: Nobel Prize

At the 57th meeting of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the RBI held from 29
September to 1 October 2025, what decision
was taken on the policy repo rate and stance?

(a) Repo rate kept at 5.50% with a neutral monetary
policy stance

(b) Repo rate hiked to 6.00% with a hawkish monetary
policy stance

(c) Repo rate kept at 5.00% with a calibrated tightening
stance

(d) Repo rate cut to 4.50% with an accommodative
stance

.

‘X’, born in the UK, was conferred the Nobel
Prize in 2025. He was a professor in an
American university when this prize was
announced. Identify “X’:

(a) Michel H. Devoret
(b) Richard Robson
(c) John Clarke

(d) Joel Mokyr
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

.

RRB NTPC 2025 (Graduate CBT-2)

Exam date: 10 Jul 2026 (Shift 1) < Topic: RBI repo rate

At the 57th meeting of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the RBI held from 29 September
to 1 October 2025, what decision was taken on the
policy repo rate and stance?

(a) Repo rate kept at 5.50% with a neutral monetary policy
stance

(b) Repo rate hiked to 6.00% with a hawkish monetary policy
stance

(c) Repo rate kept at 5.00% with a calibrated tightening stance
(d) Repo rate cut to 4.50% with an accommodative stance

Answer: (a) Held at 5.50%, neutral stance. Today: hiked to 5.50% from
5.25%, stance “calibrated tightening”.
q9 5.50% TR RRUR; 31T 5.25% I FGIHR 5.50% |

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 < Topic: Nobel Prize

‘X’, born in the UK, was conferred the Nobel Prize in
2025. He was a professor in an American university
when this prize was announced. Identify ‘X’:

(a) Michel H. Devoret
(b) Richard Robson
(c) John Clarke

(d) Joel Mokyr

Answer: (c) John Clarke (UK-born, UC Berkeley) — Physics 2025.

S FATD — 2025
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬁﬁmﬁ'\’@%

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 + Topic: Wildlife — MP reserves

RRB Group D 2025
Exam date: 18 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Election Commission

With reference to Madhav National Park, which
of the following statements is/are correct? 1. It
was declared a Tiger Reserve in India in 2025.
2. Sakhya Sagar, which is designated as a
Ramsar Site, is situated within this National
Park. 3. Its area is shared between Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

.

In May 2026, the Supreme Court observed that
the Election Commission of India’s power to
conduct a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls is derived from which of the
following Articles of the Constitution?

(a) Article 324
(b) Article 327
(c) Article 326
(d) Article 325
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

.

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 -« Topic: Wildlife — MP reserves

With reference to Madhav National Park, which of the
following statements is/are correct? 1. It was
declared a Tiger Reserve in India in 2025. 2. Sakhya
Sagar, which is designated as a Ramsar Site, is
situated within this National Park. 3. Its area is shared
between Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Class24

RRB Group D 2025

Exam date: 18 Aug 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Election Commission

In May 2026, the Supreme Court observed that the
Election Commission of India’s power to conduct a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls is
derived from which of the following Articles of the
Constitution?

(a) Article 324
(b) Article 327
(c) Article 326
(d) Article 325

Answer: (b) 58th Tiger Reserve (2025), has Sakhya Sagar; wholly in MP

Shivpuri).
%o—cm MP H |

Answer: (a) Art 324 — superintendence, direction & control of elections.
3241
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | u%ﬁmm%ﬁ%

.

RRB NTPC 2024 (CBT-1)

Exam date: 28 Aug 2025 (Shift 3) « Topic: Pandemic Agreement

The world’s first Pandemic Agreement was
adopted during which session of the World
Health Assembly held in May 20257

(a) 77th World Health Assembly
(b) 76th World Health Assembly
(c) 78th World Health Assembly
(d) 79th World Health Assembly

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)
Exam date: 24 May 2026 - Topic: Net-zero 2070

Consider: I. India’s LT-LEDS is a crucial tool for achieving
net zero emissions by 2070. Il. India’s BUR-4 (Dec 2024)
recorded around 8% decrease in GHG emissions in 2020
over 2019. Ill. Climate-resilient development necessarily
depends on quick and short-term achievement of
emission reduction targets. Which relationships are
correct? 1. Statement | is empirically supported by
statement Il. 2. Statement Ill contradicts the approach
implicit in statement I. 3. Statement | and statement Il
together establish the premise of long-term
sustainability.

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2

(c)2and 3

(d) 3 only

Daily Current Affairs
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

RRB NTPC 2024 (CBT-1)

Exam date: 28 Aug 2025 (Shift 3) « Topic: Pandemic Agreement

The world’s first Pandemic Agreement was adopted
during which session of the World Health Assembly
held in May 20257

(a) 77th World Health Assembly
(b) 76th World Health Assembly
(c) 78th World Health Assembly
(d) 79th World Health Assembly

Answer: (c) 78th WHA, Geneva, May 2025.
78dl WHA

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 24 May 2026 - Topic: Net-zero 2070

Consider: I. India’s LT-LEDS is a crucial tool for achieving net
zero emissions by 2070. Il. India’s BUR-4 (Dec 2024) recorded
around 8% decrease in GHG emissions in 2020 over 2019. IIl.
Climate-resilient development necessarily depends on quick and
short-term achievement of emission reduction targets. Which
relationships are correct? 1. Statement | is empirically supported
by statement Il. 2. Statement Ill contradicts the approach implicit
in statement I. 3. Statement | and statement lll together establish
the premise of long-term sustainability.

(&) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

.

Answer: (b) Il supports I; lll (short-term) contradicts I's long-term
approach.
18R 21
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Test Yourself — Q1-4 | g B qRE
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r

.

Consider: 1. The SDF is the floor of the LAF corridor. 2. MSF rate is
25 bps above the repo rate. 3. MPC decisions need the Governor’s
consent. Correct?

FY: 1. SDF, LAFﬂﬁﬂﬁWﬁﬂﬂTw%lz MSF 4T & 25 bps $URI 3.
Mpc fAufg 1R ek #t Teufa s=d

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d1,2and 3

~N

r

The MPC is constituted under which provision?

MPC 5T YTauT & Siaifd fed 22

() Article 280 (b) Section 45ZB, RBI Act,

1934

(c) Banking Regulation Act,

1949 (d) FRBM Act, 2003

-

\_

“Chirality”, the theme of the 2026 Chemistry
Nobel, refers to molecules that:

* T 31 8 T 30y Sit:

(b) Are non-
superimposable mirror
Images

(a) Have the same formula
but different bonds

(c) Contain only carbon (d) Are radioactive

Which drug tragedy is the classic example of

one enantlomer being harmful?
&g gar aadt q%ﬁaﬁwemﬁwrr?

(a) Aspirin (b) Penicillin

(c) Thalidomide (d) Paracetamol
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | g B qRE
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r

.

(a) Sheopur, MP

(c) Sagar, MP

Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve, India’s 3rd
cheetah site, is in:

(b) Mandsaur, MP

(d) Banda, UP

~N

r

.

Match: Pobitora — ?, Keibul Lamjao — ?, Palk
Bay — ?

FuTerd ®9: NIRRT, dsgd ArIeIS, e GIs!

(a) Rhino, Sangai, Dugong (b) Sangai, Rhino, Dugong

(c) Dugong, Hangul, Rhino (d) Rhino, Hangul, Sangai

-

\_

(a) PM, LoP, CJI

(c) PM, CJI, Speaker

Under the CEC & Other ECs Act, 2023, the
selection committee has:

2023 H Ty afafa

(b) PM, LoP, a Union
Cabinet Minister

(d) President, PM, CJI

r

The ‘PABS’ annex of the WHO Pandemic
Agreement deals with: .
WHO &1 ‘PABS’ 3JdY:

(a) Patent waivers for
drugs

(b) Pathogen access &
benefit-sharing

(c) Pandemic bonds (d) Border screening
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | a0 &I IR

s N\ N
Consider: 1. Clinker is the main source of cement emissions. 2. : . . .

@ PPC uses more clinker than OPC. 3. Fly ash can replace part of @ Under FCRA, foreign contributions must first be
clinker. Correct? received in: . .
%Wgﬂ@@ﬁ%ﬁ PPC § OPC ¥ 3ifir& fad®< | 3. FCM%WWWWWWW’

(@) 1 only (b) 1 and 3 only (a) Any scheduled bank (b) RBI, Mumbai
(c) SBI, New Delhi Main :
(c) 2 and 3 only (d1,2and 3 Branch (d) India Post
J Y,
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

1 gﬁqd 2 only — SDF 5.25% (floor), MSF 5.75%; MPC decides by majority — Governor has only a casting vote.
1 2|

Section 45ZB, RBI Act, 1934 — Sec 45ZB, RBI Act (amended 2016).
YR 457B, RBI 3AUFIH|

Are non-superimposable mirror images — Like left & right hands — enantiomers.
SRIfUT 9 819 ared guur-yfafda|

Thalidomide — Thalidomide (1950s—61): birth defects.
I

Sagar, MP — Sagar district, Bundelkhand.
IR for|
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3IX d AT

@ %nq, Sangai, Dugong — Assam rhino; Manipur sangai; TN dugong reserve.

I I I

PM, LoP, a Union Cabinet Minister — Minister replaced CJI (Anoop Baranwal model).
CJI 1 S8 HAT|

Pathogen access & benefit-sharing — Share pathogens « share vaccines/benefits.

RIMY] Ugd d ATY- 41T |

1 and 3 only — OPC >95% clinker; PPC 65-80%.
1 3R 31

SBI, New Delhi Main Branch — Mandatory since 2020 amendment.
SBI, TS faeet g |
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | 9 q fay®
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Myth Buster of the Day — Science & Health | 3(TST &1 FHY®

(

o MYTH | fay®

“A medicine and its mirror-
Image molecule are the same
drug —they work the same
way.”

CAR qqlsﬁvmzﬁmuﬁlﬁa

30 T G Gd1 & — QI Tob Wi
HTH HId |

~

Ve

J
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0 FACT | 9

False. Mirror-image forms (enantiomers) have the same atoms,
but our body’s enzymes and receptors are “handed” like gloves.
One form may heal, the other may do nothing — or harm.
Thalidomide in the 1950s: one form eased morning sickness, the
other caused birth defects. This year’s Chemistry Nobel honours
ways to make only the right form.

TTdd | gUur-gfafdd =ui 3IHR) H URATY A Bld &, TR IRR

%Waﬁﬁwmﬁ%ﬁ%mﬁ ?ﬂ@réﬁ‘?f%l Uh U ST Y,

%ﬂm sllﬂwlwe’rﬂwdl aﬁ?ﬁ%@ﬁﬁnﬁﬂ
TS, TR 9 EWE’QIWEIETW T A9d gl =7

@Fﬂﬁﬁﬁfﬁ%ﬁfﬂl%

Look alike is not the same as act alike — details matter. wﬁ'@nﬁ@m WWWWH@—
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