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“The child who obeys
you out of fear will

one day lie to you
for freedom.”

— Niccoldo Machiavelli
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms
AR®Y gearafy gAma

Blow for Trump as Democrats seize Congress

Opposition flips seats long held by GoP, securing
majorities in both House and Senate in midterms

Agence France Presse
WASIINGTON

emocTats  selzed
comrold of the U.S.
Congress after the

midterm edection on Tues
day, capturing the Senate
aml House of Representa-
tives in 2 stunniceg, nation-
wide rejection of President
Donald Trump set (o put
the brakes on the final two
years of his term.

With most of the electo-
ral races called by Wednes
day, the Opposition party
won at least 217 seats in
the A3Smember House
and increased its strength
n the KOO-member Senate
0 % Jeast 54

Democras Hipped seats
that haxd long been held by
Republicans, scoring
breakzhroughs = Sourh
Carolina, North Carolina,
Sowa, Kansas, Ohio, Texas,
arx] Maine as public anger
al rising Ining costs com-
pounded  dissatisfaction
with an already deeply un-
popular President.

In  Texas, Democrut
James Talarico, a lormet
schoolseacher who cam
palgned oa a “politics of

hove”, won the Senate de
fearing the State's attormy-
general Ken Paton, a close
ally of Mr. Trumgp. He be
comes the first Democrat
w win Statewide office
since 1994 while Gina Hi-
nojosa unseated the State’s
Repablican Governor,
Greg Abbott, ending de-
cades of Republican rale,

The scabe of the victory
wrew further when Abdul
ElSaved defeared former
Repablican wmaker Mike
Rogers in Michigan to be-
come the st Mushm
elected to the upper chan
ber of Congress.

Not a hit on me; Trump
M1 Trumsp struck & conci-
Ratory twoe despite his his
wry of questioning elec
thons, telling The New York
Times be was “absodutely
willing” o accept the ne-
sults. However, be later
told Fox News, "1 do not
view it as a hit on me.” He
also warned the Demo-
crats agairet Launching any
effort o lnpesch him, sy-
g thar it would “destron™
their party. The landslide
will ghe the Oppasition
power 1o block leglslation,

Jubilant crowd: Oemocratic slgponin b

n the midierm polis. summas
Lwnch  broad  investiga
tioas imto Mr, Trump's ad
mimistration, anxl thwart
his judicial and senior go
vertsment appoinitruents,

“Michigan, we did i
M EBSayed said In oa
speech ar his  election
headquarters afier his his-
toric win In Michign.

Mr. ElSayed won des

The U.S. President strikes a conciliatory note,
says disappointing results are ‘not a hit on him’

pite a lastminate curveball
= his campaign when con
gresswoman  Haley  Ste-
vers, who lost the Demo-
crutic  primary to  Mr
El-Saved, came out in sup-
port of the Republican can-
didate at the 1ith bour

n Kansas, Methodist Mi
nister Adam Hamilton be
came the firss Democrat

enas react 0N Tussday as the pammy secunad

GO WCTOf 6

elected to the Senate from
the reliably conservative
State since F32, lowa had
not elected 1 Democratic
Serator since 2008,

In Maine, formes Jogger
Ty Jacksom  defested
ongtime Republican Se
nator Susan Collins, the
pany’s seventh Senate sear
captured  from Republl

cans, Democrars also pro-
tecied key Senage seacs of
thetr own, ncluding Jon
Ossofl In Georgla and an
open  seat o New
Hampshire,

The party’s Howse victo-
Ty |aw gans across Penn-
syhania, Kentucky, Arixo-
na, North  Carolinag,
Wisconsin and New Jersey,

including  disrics  Mr
Trump had carried com
fortably In 2024,

Histaric firsts

In a closely watched bell-
wether, Demoorat LD, Ford
ousted Republican con-
gresswoman Victoria
Spartz in ndiang, caplur-
ng & dissrict Mr, Trump
won by 17 podnts twao years
back. Democrats wan Ge
orgia's governorship, elect
ing former Atlanta mayor
Keisha Lance Hottoms as
the first Black woman go
vernar m LS. histary.
Republicans had same
consolation  in Florkla,
where Trump-backed By-
ron Domalds became the
stule’s first Black governor
and  Ashley Moody re
tilned o Senace seat - bat
only after seeing off sur
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The landslide will give Opposition power to block
legislation, investigate Trump's administration

prisiegly strong Democrat-
Ik challenges

Democratc comtrol of
Congress will allow the
party 1o pursue imvestig
thorss into the Iran war, im-
migration  enforcement
and allegations of corrup-
tivm, while blocking Mr
Trump's agends and se-
nior appointnseants,

Desnocratic Representa
tive Robert Garcta, now ex
pected to kad the power
ful  Homse  Oversight
Committee, warned Repu-
blicans on social media:
"LAWYER UPS

Huuse Democratic lead-
er Haleem Jellvies de-
clared Mr. Trump's MAGA
movemsent “on the run
from sea o shining ses™
Mr. Jefines could become
the first Black Speaker of
the House when the pew
Congress meets in laowary,

Despite his concalisory
resrks, Mr. Trump also
msisted oo social media
that Republicans  would
have won "IN A LAND-
SLIDE™ & be had been
nunning.

MORE REPORTS ON
CPAGEA, 32,13, 14813
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How U.S. midterm poll results could
shape geopolitical options for India

Republicans have Bced lnsses but it is undlear wheshes Trump will seek an early exit from the Iran war; the victory of
candidates froen immigrant familics could temper antiimmigrant rhetorie: tardts and oradie deal other anvas of mterest

NEWS ANALYSIS

Subasinl Haldar

NEW DL

P dramsatic resules
I of the US midterm
elections will proby

ably have less smpact an In
GE LS. Dilaoerad relankoes
than vn geopolaes and,
# result, india’s *opesming
environment” in the workd
The clections gave the De
mOCTals A sajorky m the
Hovse ol Heprosenttives
and 3 comfoetable edge in
the Senme. which means
US. Presidess  Donald
Tramp will face restraints
oo both domesti and R
eRn picy

In imerviews gren aher
the results began 10 come
i N, Trumys sasd he ssood
by his Gecising 10 attack
tran in February 2006, but
acknowledged that o
was “pant” of the reson
foe Repudiican hosses.

It =0t chear whether this
means he will give talks
with brun a greater chance
and Jook Tor an early ealt
from the war, but | vl
b will watch dosedy.

Since the US-lsmaed
strikies on lean began, at

WS, Secretary of Saane Manco Reteo, ke had made postove
COMMENS o M FTA wiian Be vi 18 Muniai Lt manth. Ay

bant 24 Indleans hive been
klled, inchading 15 seafur-
ers, who died in actacks by
the LLS. and Jan o0 vessels
U Stradt of Hormaas s
the Gulf of Oman

The Hormuz blockade
tas had a chokdng etfect on
India's energy sl leerlizer
mparts s goods trade,
and any cessatxon of hostil
ies would come oot a day
300 500n for India.

“Boeh an  escalaory,
cosly and unnecessiry
war as well as inflanceary
wriffs have been negacively
assesand by volers,” sail
Notvtef Saerss, s hor
duan Ambassador 1o the
LS. and Israel, who sasd &
was stlll essty to see what

“specific aspects” of o
reign policy would be o
fected by the resadts,

The resuins condd bave @
mined, o even negative, ef
fect om Imdia’s ties with
Russia and ts tmpoet of
Russan od.

Mr. Tramp's decssion on
October 16, 2005, to waive
all taritfs on countries im
porting Russian oll under
the Lindsey Geraham sanc
tions Act SRIA) has given
Inudin a tempurary
reprisve.

However, the SRIA had
widesproad tapartsan sup.
port, and New Diefhi will
need 10 work both sdes of
the alsle If it wases the Ace
calisg lor s of o 0

100% oo Russian oll im
PHES B0 rernain warivd

Minisiry of Exterial Af-
faws officials have said In-
dix will not bow to andater
al LS. sancons in this
cive. Homwewwr, compand
with july 2006, when bxdn
tmported about 51% of its
ol needs from Russia, the
Ty dropped o $4% In
August  and 3% in
September

FTA megotiations

Anccher anea where Indu
wiild benefe from con
siraimets on Mr. Trumg's
"acventurism® s tanffs
and the Free Trade Agree:
ment (FTAY negotiations
with the US

Despate  positive  com
mems from US. Secretary
of State Marco Rublka, who
rwvetiod 0 Mussitai law
oty and met 1op lSan
industry leaders, there b
somne doubx abou whether
the FTA can be ready in
vite for Sy, Nodis visi 10
Neeth America and Europe
in od-December 2006,
when he will atend the
20 s i Foha

“The general dimse af
ter the midterms is mamgi-
nally fvourable for the
concksion of the deal,

which Is already done vo a
et extonn,” former S
it Mohan Kumae tokd The
Hincy

“Om balance, 1 see a
strang chaonce of the deal
Doyt donw by the s of
when the MM is in Miami
for the G-20 meeting,” be
predicted, ciiing rising In
Haghomn and mishandling of
the econnmy as election
issoes.

The rise of Demnarxic
governors, semaors and
Coogress members from
Immigraes Gamilaes in these
viections coukd mean a re-
duction in the anti-immi-
gram rhesoric that has woe
rhed Indians and persons of
IncBan otige (PIOs) in Ow
US. owms the just few
years,

However, It is unlikely 1o
change the  adedniarn
fion's stance on curkeg v
s3s, restrictmy the naturali-
sation of peofessdonaks and
arting undocusented
migrarns, as e lowe wi-
despread soppont

Firally, India will wazch
dosely whether the Repuo
Blican loss Wil affect Mr
Trump’s Indo-Pacific poli
oy, LS. tiess with China, and
his Interest In the Cuad
Bouping
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Democrats flipped at least seven Senate seats
in ruby-red States and battlegrounds as well

M Democrats M Democrats (flipped)
B Republicans O No race

Democrats 54

36 States

conducted governor elections

2 seats yet
to be called

Wy

|

seats seats
Won by Won by
Democrats Republicans

S T
. ./ | Republicans 139

States
flipped from
Republican
governors to
Democrats

Democrats
will control
a majority of
governors’
offices for
the first time
since 2010

Of the two gubernatorial races yet to be called, Democrats were
leading comfortably in Alaska and with a thin margin in Kansas

In the House, Democrats flipped over
30 districts, some that voted for Trump in 2024 O Still counting

Results

as of
® 1245a.m.
»s L on Thursday

A A
%

4

e

=3

This was the
second consecutive
election in which

'/ The vote reflected deep anger
over living costs, tariffs and
Trump’s war against Iran, which

the party that has sent fuel prices soaring and
spent more lost, compounded dissatisfaction
after former with an already deeply unpopular

Vice-President President
Kamala Harris
lost to Trump
in 2024
presidential

polls

The election included many historic
firsts, including the first Black female
governor in U.S., the first Muslim in
the U.S. Senate, and the first openly
gay man elected to U.S. Senate

Republicans lost in southern House
districts with 'gerrymandered' maps



TABLE 1: Margins in Senate races in few battleground
States, compared with Donald Trump's margins in 2024,
Margins are in percentage points

Trump’s

CHART 3A: A Democrat has been elected as Senator from South
Carolina for the first time since 1998

2026 Senate 2026 : 20
State A 3 Margin
Winner Margin in 2024
Texas James Talarico | 12.07 13.7 . l . I .

- 0 = — — =]
Minnesota Peggy Flanagaﬂ 10,16 -4.2 | - (i t—i
Michigan Abdul El-Sayed 7.04 1.4 > :

.20 Bars represent difference in vote shares between
Maine Troy D. Jackson | 7.72 6.9 j Republicans and Democrats (in percentage points)
Kansas Adam Hamilton 487 16.1 I : I 1 | : I :
i o oo \ P & S DD o
South Carolina | Annie Andrews 4.48 17.9 F g xtfp PP F S ,‘9& FS &S B
Ohio Sherrod Brown 4.86 11.2
lowa Josh Turek 4.11 13.2 CHART 3B: A Democrat has been elected as Senator from Texas
Alaska® Mary Peltola 0.3 131 for the first time since 1988
Mississippi* Scott Colom 0.01 29 304
Louisiana Julia Letlow 1.76 22 o
Florida Ashley Moody 2.88 13.1
Nebraska | peeickens | 67 | 208 | 1 | Il ll
Alabama Barry Moore 9.42 30.5 0 g
North Carolina | Roy Cooper ! 19.63 32 10 Texas has been a Republican bastion since 1990
*Results not called. Democrats (), Republicans (@) ‘ L
{117 T T T T T T 1
CHART 2: Democrats won control of the House of Repre- ) O,Q ": o S DD P
N A L A R SR

sentatives with their largest majority in nearly two decades

@ Won by Democrats @ Won by Republicans

228

139

CHART 3C: A Democrat has been elected as Senator from
Mississippi for the first time since 1982

Democrat candidate
80 leads by aslim _
| margin of 0.01 '
60 pointsin 2026
407 I
= N I I ll | |
| = NS
0 !‘“‘
=20 ‘i'-;  JNN (N B D S S R N B ST S —
S R SR O SRR R R g
3 LR s S
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Blow for Trump as

Democrats Seize Congress

MRS HeaTafy # SHshew A wfaffr IuT ok e g1 uR iz g1itre fasan - wpufa
@%W%%aﬁﬁﬁﬁqﬁ%wémm%ﬁmﬁmgawm@%ww

e Trump’s reaction
<u &1 ufafesan

US midterms

Tegrafe gara

©

» Anationwide rejection of
Trump

U B FeHI
» Flips in Texas, lowa, Kansas,
Ohio, Maine, the Carolinas

e S
> Driven by rising living costs

HETS

GThe verdict | ST eH'Stor'Cf'réﬁ% *

» Abdul El-Sayed — first Muslim
US senator

Ugd gRad diHex
» Keisha Lance Bottoms — first
Black woman governor

Ugdt yd Afger Ta-R

» James Talarico — first Texas
Democrat statewide since 1994

GiEs|

> “Not a hit on me”

el WX 9K ol
» Warned Democrats against
Impeachment

HETTHART Sd1a-1

» Said he’d have won “in a
landslide”

U Sitd &7 g1aT

\_

J

.
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — in depth (1/2)
MRS geaafy A — AR ¥ (172)
Democrats’ new powers What it means for India Trade & people
° rfeat y HRA TR 3T e STUR g o
» Block Trump’s bills & » 24 Indians killed since US- » FTA may be ready by the
appointments Israel strikes on Iran, incl. 15 G-20 in Miami
AP seafarers TR FHST
> Investigate Iran war, 24 YR » Less anti-immigrant
Immigration raids » Hormuz blockade hit oil & rhetoric likely
15| fertiliser imports Tarit
» Hakeem Jeffries may be E’;IEI“ » But visa curbs likely to stay
first Black Speaker » Russian oil share fell 51% CIS LR ECS ||
§PIH ST — 33% (Jul-Sep)
1 dd
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Area

Trump’s power

New laws

Government spending

Healthcare and living costs

Investigations

Judges and senior appointments

Immigration and visas

Tariffs and trade

Foreign policy

India—US relations

Impeachment

2028 election

What could change after the Democratic win

Democrats can block bills and demand compromises.
More negotiation between Congress and the White
House; controversial bills may stall.

Democrats gain influence over funding priorities and
can resist proposed cuts.

Democrats say they will prioritise lowering costs and
reversing cuts to health programmes.

More congressional hearings and investigations into
the administration are expected.

The Democratic Senate can reject Trump’s nominees
for judges, Cabinet positions and other posts requiring
confirmation.

Democrats could scrutinise enforcement and propose
changes to immigration funding or laws.

Greater congressional scrutiny and pressure over trade
policy are possible.

Congress can challenge funding and scrutinise
presidential decisions.

Indian businesses and students should watch
subsequent trade, visa and funding decisions.

A Democratic House could pursue impeachment.

Democrats gain political momentum; Republicans face
pressure to revise their strategy.

Main limitation

Trump retains presidential powers and can veto
legislation.

Democratic control alone does not guarantee a bill
becomes law.

Disagreements with Trump could cause funding
standoffs.

These proposals still need legislation, funding and
agreement with the President.

Investigations do not automatically lead to
prosecution or removal.

Existing officials and judges are not automatically
removed.

No automatic easing of H-1B, student visas or green-
card rules.

Existing tariffs do not automatically disappear after an
election.

Trump continues to direct diplomacy and exercise
presidential authority.

The election result itself changes no Indian applicant’s
visa status or trade terms.

Removing a President requires a two-thirds Senate
vote to convict; a simple majority is insufficient.

Midterm success does not determine the next
presidential election.
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — in depth (2/2)
MRet Aeamafd e — fAaR ¥ (2/2)

GHowaUSIaWis made | ARSI HTA i

Did you know?

T 3T T 82
» House members serve 2
years; senators 6 years
B|II Both pass PreS|dent Overrlde » Every state has two
senators, whatever its size
House or Senate Same text Sign or veto 2/3 of both
fef ge A THM U8 gIeR /el 3-faers
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — background (1/2)
ARt waeamaft gara — gy (1/2)

US vs India legislature US Constitution

ga T E @ AR SRy @ Impeachment | HETIUART ‘»
Feature US vs India » Oldest written national » House impeaches by
f=Ivar SR T constitution in use (1787) simple majority

HIRd
1787 EIGIRICE:R]

Lower House 435 vs 543 seats - - :
T 9eT » Bill of Rights — first 10 > Senate tries; 2/3 needed to
Upper House amendments (1791) convict
I U 100 vs up to 250 Glﬁlwtﬁ ﬂﬁ
Upper-house -
term 6 yrs in both > Only 27 amendments so far > Trump was impeached
FETE 27 TR twice (2019, 2021)

IR

System Presidential vs
Parliamentary

. J \_ J g J
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — background (2/2)
SAR®t Aeamaft g — g4 (2/2)

@ What a midterm decides | HeATare |

Tl\qrr_:::_gg R gty Coyerpors » TRUST initiative on critical
tech (2025)
TRUST
Mid-presidency All 435 seats About one-third Many states _
PRIBTA & &g guft i Up-fagTs N[ » Partners in the Quad
PIS

India=US ties

HIRd-

» Mission 500 — $500 bn
trade by 2030
= 500
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — Static GK
e} geamaft g — Rifaew g =

@ USA at a glance | 3AR®T E

.

Fact Detail
a faawur

%%p?‘irtl% Washington DC
%té‘ées 50

Lar ea%rstate Alaska
g%;%ﬁ”dence 4 July 1776

J

@ Indian-origin firsts
YR Jd

\_

» Dalip Singh Saund — first
Asian-American in Congress
(1957)

<y Rig Hig
» Kamala Harris — first
Indian-origin US Vice-
President

U a9

» Indian-American
lawmakers: the “Samosa
Caucus”

IHIYET BIpd

@ Political terms
ISHITdP Weg

Class24

» Lame duck — leader with
weakened power

qH TH

» Filibuster — Senate delay;
60 votes to end

fpferaex

» Gerrymandering — rigging
district maps

s
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — Map & Diagram
AR gearafy gaa — gHRE 9 3R9

( )
Read the visual
ICECIKILE]
House of Representatives (435 seats) Senate (100 seats) > BOth ChamberS now
I I
| | Democrat-controlled
| i .
Majorfty 218 Majorjty 51 a'-_-ﬁ' e
1

' » Majority marks: 218
(House), 51 (Senate)

Democrats 54+ . agqa-

» Trump faces a divided
government for two years

fayTiog IR

Democrats 237+

Democrats now control both chambers for the last two years of Trump's term
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — Map & Diagram

AR gearafy gaa — gHRE 9 3R9

Midterm 2026: notable results

[Michlgan - El-Sayed, 1st Muslim senator

[Texas - Talarico wins Senate seat

L-\

X
why N |Florida - GOP holds on| =

S [Malhe - Collins ousted)|
S T

~~|washington DC|

|Georgia - 1st Black woman governor |
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» Texas — Talarico ends a
1994-era drought

T

» Michigan — El-Sayed,
first Muslim senator

e

» Georgia — first Black
woman governor; Florida
stays Republican

SIToraT, Wit

24
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service
A9y § g

Agniveers get option for

2> Class24

Agnipath review aimed at addressing

extension; pathway to join
army as regular soldiers

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet has ap
proved an additional two
year engagement period
for a section of Agniveers,
creating a pathway for afl
cadets under the Agnipath
scheme to join the anmed
forces as regular soldiers,
subject to thelr willingness
and fulfilment of selection
criteria,

The move marks a sig-
nificant revision of the on
winal Agnipath framework,
under which only up w
25% of each batch of Agns-
veers were eligible for re-
tention in the regular cadre
after four years, while the
remaining personnel were
to be released from
service,

Under the revised arran
gement, 25% of Agniveers
will continue 1o be offered
regular emplovment while
the remalning 75% would
be gven an opportunity to
serve for another two
years, following which
they would be efigible for
consderation for  enrol
ment as regular soldiers,
Chief of Defence Staff, Gen
eral N.S. Raja Subramani,
told  mediapersons  on
Wednesday.

Career trajectory

Tha roevized arangement creates & pathwary for all Agniveers
10 evertually become reguler soldiens

.ol
Agnveers o be
offersd regotar
empioyment

on the basis

ol ment, as
envisaged noder
e Agnipath
schame

® Remaning
T35 10 get
Oppatunty
feoe & 2-ywar
extpesion and
subsstpaent

quirements and operation-
al efficiency. The evalua-
tion found that they had
demonstrated cutstanding
performance in skills, mo-
tivation, physical fitness,
and  technological  pro-
wess, according to the go-
vernment, be added.

The additional engage-
ment pertod was approved
on the recommendations
of the three services fol
lowing an claborate evalua
tian and feedback process,
The objective is to align the
aspirations ol Agniveers
with the operational re-

quirements and organiss-
rional _afficloncy of _the

® Socond engagement period to have
enrgiment highes remuneration and seniority benslity

districts, @ more standar-
dised and transparent re-
cruitment  process, and
high levels of physical fit
ness, morale, motivation,
competitive spirit, and dis-
cipline among Agniveers,

The scheme has also
contrlbuted 1o enhancing
the skills, technological
adaptability, and educa-
tional qualifications of per-
sonnel during their ser
vice. It has further enabled
the opening up of various
branches of the defence
forees to women,

Based on the assess-
ment and feedback, the go-

wernmaent_hae dockdad 1o

youth discontent ahead of key polls

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The two-year extension for
Agniveers, with the option
of being retained thereaf-
ter in the armed forces, is
the outcome of a review of
the Agnipath scheme an-
nounced by the National
Democratic  Alliance go-
vernment after the 2024
Lok Sabha election, in
which the BJP lost its par-
liamentary majority and
suffered losses in States
where armed forces re-
cruitment was high.

Soon after the results of
the election came in, with
the BJP at 240 seats and de-
pendent on its allies to
form the government, one
of the first things demand-
ed by the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed), the Telugu Desam Par-
ty, and the Lok Janshakti
Party had been a review of
the Agnipath scheme. NDA

Daily Current Affairs < 5 November 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Armed forces recruitment is a key issue in Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, which will soon hold etections. FILE PHOTO

allies had gone on record
asking for a review in 2024,
and cited ground-level re-
sentment among young-
sters aspiring to join the
armed forces.

BJP losses

According to one estimate,
one of the reasons for the
BJP’s losses in Rajasthan,
Haryana, and parts of Ut-
tar Pradesh was the resent-
ment with regard to the
four-year Agnipath

scheme, which replaced
permanent recruitment in-
to the armed forces below
officer ranks. In fact, wi-
despread protests had ta-
ken place in western Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, and Rajas-
than when the scheme was
announced in 2022,

For the BJP, which will
defend its governments in
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarak-
hand in the upcoming As-
sembly elections - States
where armed forces re-

cruitment is considered
important - the review has
come as a relief. “We did
get feedback that this was
an issue... We are happy
that this has been an-
nounced before the first
batch completes its four-
year term,” said a senior of-
fice-bearer in the BJP.

Rahul’s assurance
The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, had said that
the Congress would be
scrapping the scheme alto-
gether if voted to power.
The changes in the Agni-
path scheme will, in a way,
help the BJP defuse what
could have turned out to
be a volatile issue for the
young people with regard
to employment, coming as
it does after the Gen-Z prot-
ests against the leak of
NEET papers and the dis-
content against the BJP on
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) social equi-
ty regulations.
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Agniveers Get Option for Extension;

Pathway to Join Army as Regulars ®Agmp2m 20
Fata ifivea 3 AR & R @ of i sififiea Qa1 erafr o w9 & - 39 ¢ 3 Frafig
AP g9 & UTA BIIT; 2024 AT & d1G AN gl Dt AT 3R GaTsil &1 ARTNN & aig iy

D FHI&T BT uoma
» Cabinet approves an extra » CDS Gen. N.S. Raja > Strong skills, fitness,
2-year engagement Subramani motivation, tech know-how
CDS I
> A path for all Agniveers to » Based on recommendations > More trirllc%parent recruitment
become regulars of the three services Ehl
mﬂ%ﬁmw ?ﬂT-ﬁ'\ﬁ:ITE » Opened more branches to
. - . women
» Subject to willingness & » After an evaluation & afRers
selection criteria feedback process
qTd qeip
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — in depth (1/2)

Ry § agdra — RATAR I (1/2)

The politics | REEIT] ﬁ e The timing | THY o 6 The Opposition | faugs ‘::]

» After 2024, BJP at 240 » Before the first batch » Rahul Gandhi promised to
seats needed allies finishes 4 years scrap the scheme
240 I ugar od Tgd idh
» JD(U), TDP, LIJP demanded > Ahead of UP & » Big 2022 protests in
a review Uttarakhand polls western UP, Bihar, Rajasthan
ARt & g1q 2022 fariy
» Scheme blamed for losses » After Gen-Z protests over » Seen as a volatile jobs
iIn Rajasthan, Haryana, parts the NEET leak Issue for youth
of UP NEET NTR el
ﬂ.
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — in depth (2/2)
Ty § geara — fawr 9 (2/2)
: . Did you know’P
G An Agniveer’s journey | SIRIGR &T W Pr 7Y ° e
» The first Agniveer batch
joined around Jan 2023
ugdr od
Jom Serve Seva N|dh| Next

» Upper age was raised to 23
for the first year only

23 94

Age 17.5-21 4 years ~%11.71 lakh Regular or +2 yrs
3 49y

.
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — background (1/2)

IRy # ggara — YEYH (1/2)

Agnipath basics @ Help for ex-Agniveers @ Why it was brought in

T A2 B o sifirdie B
» 10% quota in CAPFs » Lower the forces’ average
fawa faaor CAPF H 10% age
L hed : : aﬁﬂ?[&rrg
gﬁ% © June 2022 » Age relaxation in CAPF Rl
For Below-officer recruitment » Cut the rising pension bill
Wﬁl‘t{ ranks ST }C aQI-'-I LC| ii
All three » Several States reserve » Atech-savvy, youthful
services Army, Navy, IAF police posts force
Sl g gl%m gd1 dd
Old system Long service +

RFTHFTRIT  pension

. J \_ J g J
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — background (2/2)

ARy # ggara — YEYH (2/2)

@ Who commands whom | T eraT

0-0-0-0

@ Women in the forces

» NDA opened to women in
2022

NDA

PreS|dent II\D/I?:\?:tZ? ((::g? Serwce chiefs . Permanent Commission —
veqT T - SC, Babita Puniya (2020)
- T HHIRE
Supreme Political head Heads DMA Army, Navy, IAF
Commander NEEIIRED I BT fquUTT GiBll » Navy took women
qdted Agniveers in its first batch
T
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — Static GK
3y # ggaa — RAfds I 7+

@ Army facts | UG 9

.

» 15 Jan — Army Day
(Cariappa, 1949)
41 faaw

» Motto: “Service Before
Self”

3T a1

» First Indian C-in-C: K.M.
Cariappa
BT

J

F @ Famous regiments
uRig Yome

\_

Regiment Known as
Iforde fa=twar

Mad_ras Oldest infantry
Regiment regiment
Hald

REl oL Oldest rifle
rlies regiment
RTSTYTAT

Sikh Regiment Highly

Rra decorated
Gorkha Rifles “Ayo Gorkhall’

E @ Military academies
=g SrpTefAar

Class24

» NDA — Khadakwasla, Pune
NDA

» IMA — Dehradun (1932)
IMA

» OTA — Chennai & Gaya
OTA
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — Map & Diagram

Y A Scad — ARG 9 3G

Agnipath: what changes

Original scheme (2022)

Revised (2026)

4 years of service

4 years of service

v

v

25% retained

as regulars 75% exit

25% regular 75% get 2 more
employment years

|

Then eligible
for regular cadre

Daily Current Affairs « 5 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Ve

Read the visual

o @ gus

» The 75% who left now
get two more years

75% B HIhT

» Then a shot at the
regular cadre

W $e3

» The 25% direct-
retention stays

25% AP}
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Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — Map & Diagram
A9y § ggard — AFfTT 9 3RE

Where Agnipath mattered politically

Read the viqual

o = gus

» UP & Uttarakhand vote
soon

Bihar - 2022 protests 3”'”1“ g'”a

|Uttarakhand - polls ahead|

Haryana| J*

» Bihar saw big protests
in 2022

A

Rajasthan - BJP losses) |Uttar Pndes?tgjflls ;,head]
'
» BJP lost ground in
s Rajasthan, Haryana
h (2024)
{ TSR, giaron
i
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ARTICLE 1 ¢ POLITY — LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION | TSToda®T - R 6T  s=ean

SC.: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated

SI-Har o sl

Falling fertility rate has made
two-child norm outdated: SC

Top court savs its 2003 judgment, which upheld such penal Faws, needs a revisic by a Earger Bench:
India' s Total Fertility Rate has fallen from 302 10 19, golng below the 2.1 replacement threshold

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELNI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday
beld that laws pe-

nalising having more than
two children have lost their
relevance due to the falling
fertility rate in India.

“We are of the strong
opinon that laws that pe-
nalise having more than
two children have lost their
relevance. The foundation
of such laws, that s, the
fear of overpopulation, has
crumbled due to demo
graphic changes in the past
few decades” a Bench
headed by Justice P.S, Na-
rasimha observed

The court said its 2003
Judgment {in joved v, State
of Haryana) which upheld
such penal laws, needed a
revisit by a larger Bench,

Indla’s Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) had f&len from
302 0 1.9. A TER of 2.1,
known as the replacement
rate, would allow one gen-
eratlon to completely re-
place itself,

“Even though India's
population is not yet de
clining, the TFR falling be-
low the replacement rate
will soon result In a demo-
graphic transition towards

The foundacion of such Lws, tht i the

feur of overpopulstion, has crumbled due
o demographic changes in the past low
decades. the TR alling befow the

replacement rate will soon result in
ademogruphic trmsiton owards &
an older population with 4
declining shane of the working

e populaton
SUPHIME COURT

an older population with a
declining share of the
working-age population
Therefore, laws aimed at
limiting population growth
luve now lost thedr signifi-
cance,” Justice Narasimha
observed.

The 2003 judgment had
referred to the situation
that existed in China as of
2000 and drew inspiration
from the measures that it
had undertaken to control
the population.

Healthy growth

“The earlier perception
that population has a nega-
tive Impact on develop-
ment does not hold water
any more. Rather than so-
ciety and the courts being
concerned about the nega-
tive consequences of high
population, it should in

Daily Current Affairs « 5 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

stead tocus on the need 10
encourage  a  healthy
wrowth of population,” the
judgment, by a Bench in
cluding  Justice  Alok
Aradhbe, said.

The judgment polnted
out that the share of per-
sons aged 60 and above
had risen from about 8.3%
in 2004 to 9.7% in 2024,
and  govemment  projec-
tons place that shore ar
nearly 15% by 2066

India’s falling fertility
rate, the court said, would
necessarily mean a smaller
propoetion of younger per-
sons In the future, and,
correspondingly, a larger
ageing  population.  The
court said the failure to
take notice of demograph-
Ic changes would bead 10
only serlous conseguenc-
es, Failure to adapt not on

ly produced injustice, bul
was also an abuse ol

power,
The  judgment  wa
based on a petition fthed by

Mangala Bhimrao Ingle,
whose election as sar
panch of the Kakoda gram
panchayvat in Maharashtra
was et aside on  the
ground that she had more
than two children.

Justice Narasimha found
such laws linking mother,
hood to political represen
tatlon a violaton of Article
21 (right to Hfe) under the
Consttution,

“Mlowing such kaws
stand excludes an entire
class of citizens from polit
fcal  representation  on
grounds bearing little ra
tional conmection to their
capacity to hold public of
fice. It compels an uncon
sclonable choice betweern
bearing children and de
mocratic participation, im
pinging on the right 1o re
procuctive autonomy
under Article 20" Justice
Narasimls observed.

Seeking an Immediate
rewisitation of the 2004
judgment, the court per
mitted the appellant
contimee in ber elected po|
sitlon while staying any
proceadings agaimst her

2> Class24
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Falling Fertility Rate Has Made

Two-Child Norm Outdated: SC

BIE A HeT - &1 W 4P JdT9 a1l B ST B[ a1 B U URIRIHar & I & FiD
L %;2003%%3%3@%@&?%

YRA DI F YOI ¢ 3.02 J ITHR 1.9 @

° The ruling | B ,“ eThe case | HIHAI — eThe reasoning | a® &l

\_

» Laws penalising 3+ children
have “lost relevance”

URIRTSdT T

» Bench of Justices P.S.
Narasimha & Alok Aradhe

41

» 2003 ruling sent to a larger
Bench

EEIRE)

J

.

» Mangala Bhimrao Ingle,
sarpanch of Kakoda gram
panchayat

WU

» Election set aside for having
more than two children

g1 g

» Court let her continue in office

g W S @

Class24

Population & polls
oI TT&T] d 119

» Fear of overpopulation “has
crumbled”

SfASTTHSAT BT WA
» Violates Art 21 — reproductive
autonomy

TG 21

» An “unconscionable choice”
between children and democracy

3fra fawea
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SC.: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — in depth (1/2)
&l-Ha faw sife — faar & (1/2)

What the court saw ahead a - The 2003 judgment Who is affected 202
HiIsy Yt aeR & ezoosm. 8 fF TR SRR -
» Shrinking working-age » *Javed v. State of » Candidates in panchayat &
share Haryana* upheld the bar municipal polls
IR SMTaTST Tt SiTd¢ ATHeT R g41d
> Need to encourage » Drew on China’s population » Hits women
“healthy growth” of curbs (2000) representatives hardest
population I BT IGTERUT Afgame
R 1@ > Now seen as out of step » States may need to review
» Ignoring change is an with demography such laws
“abuse of power” ORTAT Y PIIA
TIfRT BT GSUART
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SC.: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — in depth (2/2)
al-HaH fFaw sife — faar & (2/2)

G Demographic transition | SHHIRSIS I HHHUT & ° Did you know’),
» China ended its one-child
e e e policy in 2016; allows three
since 2021
Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 ClE|
o 2 T3 T4 » South Korea has the
e e ot world’s lowest TFR (~0.7)
High births, Deaths fa Births fa Low both, ageing a—fsmaﬁﬁ-q-r
deaths q?qaﬁ S °c J IR
3 O, §g
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Class24
SC.: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — background (1/2)
&l-Har e sRifes — guyf (1/2)

e Populatlon data sources E @ Population policy ﬁ @ 73rd Amendment -
7341 A=A du

» India — first country with a » Part IX — Arts 243 to 243-O
Ard faazor family planning programme HIT IX
g::rsu% E;’)ftréé;yr‘c’; (1915925)2 » Disqualifications set by
. State law (Art 243F)

NFHS > founds; » National Population 3. 243F
NFHS NFHS-S TFR Policy 2000 — aim TFR 2.1 .

2.0 NPP 2000 ' » Polls by State Election
SRS Registrar Commission (Art 243K)
SRS General, yearly » Mission Parivar Vikas Ty d-1d

2016) — high-TFR districts

UN WPP World ( ) g

Population
UN

Prospects

. J \_ J g J
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SC.: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — background (2/2)
&l-Har e sRifes — gy (2/2)

@ Life of the two-child rule | T &1 TH X %ﬁ%% 'y
» 60+ may be ~20% of people
— - — by 2050

2050 doh 20%

1 ggzgggm igg;’ gggg gggg » Senior Citizens Act, 2007
afvy ArTive siferfaw

States add it SC upholds MP, Chhattisgarh SC: outdated > Ayushman Vay Vandana —

NSRS I drop it 3UIh health cover for 70+ (2024)

BT dYg dg-l
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SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — Static GK
gl-3aH v sRife — Rifae I 3=

.

Census facts

STITUTAT dg

» First synchronous Census:
1881
1881

» Census 2011: 121 crore
people

121 HS

» Census 2027: first digital,
with caste count

f&fored S=RTUrET

J

\_

Population terms

Class24

ses Most populous nations
Wil @ i Sardl ==
Rank Country
PH qu
1 India (since
1 2023)
2 :
5 China
3 .
3 United States
4 .
4 Indonesia

ST ST

» Sex ratio (2011): 943
women per 1,000 men

IGNIGLIG]

» Dependency ratio — non-
working age per working age

e srquma

» 11 July — World Population
Day

fay s fead
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SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — Map & Diagram

SI-gar e s — aafiE 9 s

India’s Total Fertility Rate Share of people aged 60+

15%

9.7% I

2036 (proj.)

Replacement 2.1

1.9
. 8.3%
Now

2014 2024

Earlier
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» TFR is now below
replacement

Ufd=ITgq I A

» 60+ share heading to
~15% by 2036

g ST

» Fewer young, more
elderly ahead

dedl 39
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SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — Map & Diagram

SI-gar e s — aafiE 9 s

Daily Current Affairs

Cases and fertility extremes

[Haryana - Javed case (2003)J

Class24

I
[Bihar - TFR 3.0 (highest))

5 November 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

[Sikkim - TFR 1.1 (lowest)

Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» Haryana — home of the
2003 Javed case

giaromn

» Maharashtra — the
sarpanch whose case led to
this ruling

WERTY

» Bihar has India’s highest
TFR (3.0), Sikkim the
lowest (1.1) — NFHS-5

fogr, fifewH
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Bengaluru exhibition attempts to
make the quantum seem human
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — FORESTS & CLIMATE | uufaw-a?a\‘ﬂm

The Amazon Is now a carbon emitter

AT 3 Bl SAID

0 2024, 3 much 2 33% of duforestation was
caused by fire Here, the Braeiian Amazco bums
GETTY GESTSTOOM M OTD

The Amazon is
no longer a
carbon sink, it
is an emitter

Dyya Gandhi

o workd's Bangesst tropocal forest,
T referred 80 as the Jungs of the

phnes,” the Amazon rainforest
onoe acted as a vast carbon sink that
belped absarh human-induced 00«
ermmssions. But now, & study has foursd
thast the Ansxnon refeses more OO, than it
absocbes from the atmosphere, as it Is
decimated by deforestation and forest
fires.

Scientists measured COz levels o
different atmesphwric alotudes, using
research atrplanes, between the years
2010 and 2024 at four Amuzoaian sites,
Their indmgs indicated that “Amanonia is
i net carbaon sourve rather than a
sink and cannot offset reglonal
anthropagenic emisslons.”

Wildfires caused the Amizon to emit
117 billion maore metric tonmes of carbon
than it ot bed, Sound the sndy,
puablished o the jourmal Nanere.

“Foress Jass reduces precipitation,
raises wemperaiunes and eoghens the
dry season, delaying the onset of the wet
season,” sakd the authors. There was a
reduction in precpitation by 1% during
the dry-season peak peciod
(Augnust-October), from 1979 to 2088 and
an increase in aneaiad tempersaure of
0.9°C during the same persod,

Vliammable forests
“Climate stress is stronges In more
deforesaed regloos, rendering foresss
progressively more flammable,” sald the
study. This phenomenon is amplified
by clmate events such as El Nifo and 3
greater frequency of droughits.

In the neak of a arome I Nifo In 2004

Daily Current Affairs « 5 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

the higghest carbon emissions were
recurted, This perfod was the hottest,
driest and most strongly degraded by fae;
s much as 533% of defarestation was
cansed by fire thar year. “Mast Amazonkan
wikdfires are interthonally set, and severe
drougihes exaceriute their extent and
Inseswsity,” said the study.

“The main messige of the stxdy is
shocking: the probiem in the Amapo s
aaman activity,” said lead author and
chimase scheneist Luckana Vs Ganl, in a
rekease. “We're losing the foress becaase
the region's developoent model s been
basedd on destruction. We need public
pokcies that value the standing Sorest ™

Deforestation avcederied shamply
particularly between 2009 and 2022 when
the Amazon witnessed a loss of
79,835 sq.han, of forests. Betwesn
200024, there was a 2724 rise in maning
Aned, & 1% incressse in pasture arey, and a
EER expansion of soybean plintagions.,

“These results highlight the urgem
eed 0 impdemwnt 3 2ero-deforestation

alicy, wthen controds oo by
baming and priorkize forest restocation
peogrammes,” sald the suthors.

The Amazon, which spans five milion
sy Rm, deross pine oountries, ako
happens ro be a habitat to po less than
Wrs of all plant and animal species, and
homme to 30 million peoaple

The Amazon forest stores
approximately 100 bilion sonnes of
carbon 0 vegetation and solls.
Mezmmwdsie, a study from Indi published
I Exrvivanmental Reseoeck: Cllowete, sald
that the counsry's foeests coukd nearly
douitvke carbon storage by 2000,

Yegetation carbon teamass could
imcrease by 9% under a bggh-emessdons,
foessti-foed-losensive scensro by the end of
the cesmury, owing o risng peecipiasion
and ebevatsed atmaspleric OOy, Clinune
change &5 indeed morphing India's
landscape: the largest increases o
vegetion carbos are peojecoad in the
arid and semi-arid xones in Rafasthan,
Gugarat and Madhya Praclesh, the stisdy
sakd.

Far feedback and seggestions
o "Scmrce, plivews write o
sclence@thehindu.coim w i the

bgect ‘Onilty page’

2> Class24
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — FORESTS & CLIMATE | W—ﬂam

The Amazon Is No Longer a Carbon Sink,

It Is an Emitter

AR IS § USBTRIG T - T P Helg 3R ST &S HRUI AT BT a9 T81 SWGeaHg a=
A 3 RraHT co, FEdT 2, 399 W1el 8IS T 8; “IHwI

°Thefinding | ey Q eThe study | Sfegg+ A

» Amazon now releases
more CO, than it absorbs

3fYUH oo

» Caused by deforestation &
fires

PcTg d 3T

» Can no longer offset
regional emissions

gad el

\_

J

ATt wfafafl 8

» Published in *Nature*

TR

» Research aircraft
measured CO, at many
altitudes

U= 9 |

» 4 sites, 2010-2024; led by
Luciana Vanni Gatti

4 g

.

Class24

Climate study

TATTY HeqTT

Fire & drought

3T 3R @I

» Most wildfires are set on
purpose

NIECEEXRYINI

» 2024 El Nino — hottest,
driest year

3 A

» Droughts make fires bigger

BREL
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT - FORESTS & CLIMATE | W—Fam

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — in depth (1/2)

AV 3T HTaT ISP — AR A (1/2)

° Human hand | WA BRI A,

» Deforestation surged 2019-
22

2019-22

.

» Development model “based
on destruction”

fa=m=r sirenfa fawre

» Call for a zero-
deforestation policy

G T

J

.

Why the Amazon matters

Hedd

5mn km?2

10%+

Area Of all S%egies
3 crore ~100 bn t
People live Carbgn stored
there hIdd HSR
il

6 e India angle | HRd Hgy

Class24

» Indian forests could nearly
double carbon storage by
2100

SR USR
» Vegetation carbon may rise
97% (high-emission case)
97%
» Biggest gains in Rajasthan,
Gujarat, MP
T &

~
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — FORESTS & CLIMATE | TdTaRUl - 91 9 Searg Class?24

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — in depth (2/2)
AT 3T Bl STeid — IR & (2/2)

G The vicious cycle | g&Ish pr ot

Did you know?

T 3T STd 872
» The rubber tree is native to
the Amazon
TR DI US
Forest cut Less ram Fires spread CO, released : :
S0 auf 3T co, g Amazon river dolphins are
pink
. _ !IFIIEN ST
Cattle, soy, Hotter Drier forest Warming worsens
mining THf g 1 d-q
Hdl, @
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — FORESTS & CLIMATE | wﬁw-aﬁam

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — background (1/2)
AV 3T e ITSd — YA (1/2)

@ Indlas forests * @ Global forest pledges
. [
Y dFeu

.

e Earth’s carbon sinks
PTad Rip

Si.nk Note

Riw feoott

Oceans
He [HINIR

Forests
d-d

Soils
Hal

Peat!ands

Absorb ~25—-
30% of CO,

Store in trees &
soil

Big, slow store

2x all forests’
carbon

J

» Forest + tree cover 25.17%
(ISFR 2023)

25.17%

» Policy goal: 33% (Forest
Policy 1988)

33%

» NDC: extra 2.5-3 bnt CO,
sink by 2030
NDC

\_

Class24

» Glasgow Declaration —
end deforestation by 2030

TARTN

» REDD+ — pay to keep
forests standing
REDD+

» Tropical Forests Forever
Facility — launched at COP30
TFFF

Daily Current Affairs « 5 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — FORESTS & CLIMATE | wﬁw-aﬁam

E> Class24
The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — background (2/2)

AV 3T e ITSd — YA (2/2)

@ Forest carbon cycle | ®Ta- O & @ Ra'nforeStS of the world &

» Amazon - the largest
3
» Congo Basin — second-
PhotOSyntheSIS Store Burn / decay Release largest
Takes in CO, Wood, roots, soil Breaks down CO, back to air > India: Western Ghats &
CO, T Abal, Hal faTe Gl North-East evergreen forests
gfsdt ure
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — FORESTS & CLIMATE | wﬁw-aﬁam

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — Static GK
A 3 HTad ISP — RAfdd ATH T4

@ Brazil | CISIG] E @ River records | dfear =
Fact Detail
a faawor

.

%%p?‘irtl% Brasilia
Iq_-ral}g_rguage Portuguese
Cureney e

'\El'll;\'é': BRICS founder

J

\_

> Nile — longest river

et

» Amazon — largest by water
flow

3HGH

» Ganga — India’s longest
(~2,525 km)
TR0

Class24

El Nifo & La Nifa
-'-"-'-il

» El Nino — warm central-
east Pacific

3 I

» Often weakens India’s
monsoon

FUSR YA

» La Nifia — the cool opposite

GGG

mﬂ

Daily Current Affairs « 5 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — Map & Diagram
AT 39 FHIE S Dd — AR 9 ARG

( )
Read the visual
From carbon sink to carbon source for & WS

» Fire + drought turned
the sink into a source

1.17 bn t 38% -17% +0.9 °C 3T 3R BREL

more carbon emitted of 2024 deforestation dry-season rain annual temperature
than absorbed caused by fire (1979-2018) (1979-2018) > MI n | ng expanded
fastest
a4

What replaced forest, 2010-24
> Dry seasons are now

drier and hotter

+272% +193% +19% g1 H

mining area soybean plantations pasture
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ARTICLE 4 « ENVIRONMENT — FORESTS & CLIMATE | TdTaRUl - 91 a1y Class?24

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — Map & Diagram
AT 39 FHIE S Dd — AR 9 ARG

Nine countries share the Amazon
% Read the visual

o = gus

» The Amazon spans 9
countries

[Belém - hosted COP30| 9 a

» Brazil holds about 60%
of it

STold 60%

» Belém, at the river’s
mouth, hosted COP30

daH

( )

Amazon river mouthj

|Manaus - heart of the Amazon|
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Sharad Pawir hospitalised
hirs after dischange in Pune

S b b e

ip rural sanitation scheme extended, to get Rs 7000 crin Budge

— = R
My b Voa obe - ) - .
(1008 AW %0 700 ' - -
== IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

e —— N ACE—

@ 3 - NRB Halt Y

—_ BIARNGS . &-ﬂﬂ“ 1w

2 & | We M T

° Celebrate Deepawali o | .

' with your Family ' )

Make sare you resch home safely

o v v o v |
< du-.— ——-c... R e— l'

L0y v o v gt b
'n-—-—o— Whr el

-----------------

THES N - — =
nmmtae | B | e o= m
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G Swachh Bharat (G) extended | ¥ HRd
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ARTICLE 5 « GOVERNANCE — SANITATION | RIMY - ¥ dl

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase Il extended to 2028

WS HIRd A=

Class24

Flagship rural sanitation scheme extended, to get Rs 7000 cr in Budget

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, November4

THE CENTRE has extended
the Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen) Phase-II until
March 2028. Thiswill allow the
government to allocate around
Rs 7,000 crore for its flagship

rural sanitation scheme in the
Union Budget 2027-28.

The Department of Drink-
ing Water and Sanitation under
the Ministry of Jal Shakti had
approached the Finance Minis-
try forextension approval, and
itwas granted on Tuesday. The
DDWS must ensure all villages

achieve the required ‘Open Def-
ecation Free Plus’ status, within
the programme’s overall outlay,
by March-end 2028.

An ‘ODF Plus’ village “sus-
tains its ODF status, ensures
solid and liquid waste manage-
ment and is visually clean”.

“The DDWSshall ensure re-

maining villages get ODF plus
certificate by 31st March 2028...
No further time extension
beyond 31st March 2028 would
be considered,” the Finance
Ministry said in its order.

The Cabinet, chaired by PM
Narendra Modi, approved the
scheme’s second phase on Feb-

ruary 19, 2020. Itwas scheduled
to end in 2024-25, but was ex-
tended until the end of the 15th
Finance Commission period. It
was approved forimplementa-
tion until March 2027.

In 2020, the Centre ap-
proved an outlay of Rs 140,881
crore, of which Rs 52,497 crore

has to be provided from the
DDWS’ budget, while the re
maining was to be dovetailec
from funds being releasec
under the 15th Finance Com:
mission, the Mahatma Gandh
National Rural Employmen
Guarantee Scheme, and rev:
enue generation models.

Daily Current Affairs
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ARTICLE 5

GOVERNANCE — SANITATION | XTI - @3 dl

Flagship Rural Sanitation Scheme Extended,

to Get ¥7,000 cr in Budget

¥g A W YR R
e fuad; gt nral

G The decision | i o

» SBM (Grameen) Phase Il
extended to March 2028

AT 2028

» About ¥7,000 crore in
Budget 2027-28

37,000 HRIS

> Approved by the Finance
Ministry
fa1 vt

\_

J

.

TRUI-11 B HK 2028 TF TSTT — FoIC 2027-28 H TIHIT ¥7,000
31 HTd 2028 TP “ODF WH" ST &1,

» All villages must be ODF

Plus .
It Mg

» Within the existing outlay

HiS[gT goic |

» “No further extension” —
FinMin

3T fIwR T8t

TP qIC IS AR &

eThe condition | RTel v= e Money | ¢4 3

Class24

SBM (G)

g HIVd

N\ (

~N

T1,40,881 cr T52,497 cr
Phase Il outlay From DDWS
(2020) budget
P GRS fqumT
15th FC MGNREGS
Grants Also dovetailed
dovetailed
o7 SmamT

46
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ARTICLE 5 « GOVERNANCE — SANITATION | XM - ¥dwdl

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase |l extended to 2028 — in depth (1/2)
W YRd fimF — s d (172)

What is ODF Plus ¢
ODF @& >

» Village sustains ODF
status
ODF dRXPRIR

» Manages solid & liquid
waste

SR YdYq
» Is visually clean

e A a5

. J

e Who runs it | ¥ame iR a S-f%?q?us grades rd

» Dept of Drinking Water &
Sanitation (DDWS)

DDWS

» Under the Ministry of Jal
Shakti
od Qfad HATad

> Implemented by States &
gram papchayats
RTSY, AR

.

Class24

» Aspiring — starting waste
systems

T
» Rising — solid or liquid
waste managed

HEIEL

» Model — fully clean, all
systems in place
HIsd

Daily Current Affairs < 5 November 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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ARTICLE 5 « GOVERNANCE — SANITATION | M- - ¥d=3dl C|03324

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase |l extended to 2028 — in depth (2/2)
W YRd fimF — s 4 (272)

ﬂ Making a village ODF Plus | ODF W &d &

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Swachh Survekshan ranks
cities’ cleanliness every year
(since 2016)

T0|Iets Solid waste Grey water Verify TS5 A&
E ! e | » “Swachhata Hi Seva”
) | ) ; | campaign runs each Sept—Oct
For every home  Segregate, collect Soak pits, drains ODF Plus tag IS5l ﬁﬁT
WWR PRCE | TR TS PEIE] &

\ J \_ J
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Class24

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase Il extended to 2028 — background (1/2)

WS YR fIeE — ggYfa (1/2)

Water & sanitation missions

@ iR

Mission Launched
o= 3T
Namami

Gan e 2014
T-I'FITI%TI'PI

Jal Jeevan

Mission 2019
o Siiaq

SBM-Urban 2.0
SBM-TTg3! 2021
AMRUT 2.0 2021

3 2.0

.

J

E @ Impact so far | UHId

» 10 crore+ household toilets

built

10 HIIS MATAY

» WHO: ~3 lakh diarrhoea
deaths averted (2014-19)

WHO

» UNICEF: families save
~¥50,000/yr on health

UNICEF

lad

Manual scavenging

g1y A AT ST

» Banned by the 2013 Act
2013 3fff=aH

» NAMASTE scheme for
sanitation workers

THX gioiAT

» Art 17 — abolition of
untouchability

TG 17
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Class24

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase Il extended to 2028 — background (2/2)

WS YR fIeF — ggYf (2/2)

@ Waste hierarchy | PRI UglJshH

Reduc_e Reuse Recycle
FH B U ST gq%w

Best Again New products

garaq GIERT Ta1 IdTG

.

- 0-0-

st

O

Dispose

Last resort

3ifaH fadw ey

@ GOBARdhan | MeRYT M

» Turns cattle dung & waste
into biogas (2018)

GIRRIES|

» Supports compressed
biogas plants
CBG

» Part of SBM (G)
SBM T fo=dT
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ARTICLE 5 « GOVERNANCE — SANITATION | RMY - ¥d=3dl

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase Il extended to 2028 — Static GK
WS URd five — wifas 9= g+

@ Ministr of Jal Shakti 0

» Formed in 2019 by merging
two ministries

2019

» Dept of Water Resources
+ DDWS

ol faumT

» Runs Jal Jeevan & SBM
(G)

<

.

J

@ Cleanliness days E
Day BES
fea fafy

\_

World Toilet Day

fy wirarerg fmm 19 VOV
Global

Handwashing Day 15 Oct
TTY yars faaw

World

Environment Day 5 June

Zero Waste Day

!zfqaruﬁwﬁw 30 March

Class24

ngdhi & cleanliness
et SR W=z ar

» SBM logo shows Gandhi’s
spectacles

IHT AN

» Gandhi: sanitation is “more

Important than

independence”
it &1 YA

» Mission launched on
Gandhi Jayanti

ieh st

6d
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Class24

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase Il extended to 2028 — Map & Diagram

WS URd fIeq — a9 e

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) - the timeline

2 Oct 2014 19 Feb 2020 Mar 2028
SBM Phase Il New deadline:
launched approved all ODF Plus

& ’ ® * &

2 Oct 2019 Mar 2027
Rural India Earlier
declared ODF end date

Daily Current Affairs « 5 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Read the visual

o = gus

» From toilets (ODF) to
waste management (ODF
Plus)

ODF ¥ ODF W

» Deadline pushed twice

3l 9R fawrR

» March 2028 is called
final

3ifad THg -1
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Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase Il extended to 2028 — Map & Diagram
WD YR fIRA — a9 3

Cleanliness landmarks

( )

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Indore — repeated winner of
the cleanest-city survey

|Sikkim - first ODF State (2016)|

» Sikkim — first ODF State
(2016)

» Mawlynnong (Meghalaya) —

famed “cleanest village”
CICINEEIT]

» Porbandar — Gandhi, the

mission’s icon

i e

9
- “cleanest village” |

(Indore Swachh Survekshan topper]
[Porbandar Gandhi, SBM's icon|
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fusd auf & uy
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

CUET PG 2026 (Agri-Business Mgmt)

25 Mar 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Two-child norm & fertility

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025 -GS |
25 May 2025 (Q40) +« Topic: Amazon & forests

Assertion (A): Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is the
average number of children a woman would
have over her reproductive years at current
age-specific fertility rates. Reason (R): TFR
declined in rural and other areas of India
between 1970 and 2020. Choose the correct
option.

(a) Both A and R are correct and R explains A

(b) Both A and R are correct but R does not explain A
(c) Alis correct but R is not correct

(d) Ais not correct but R is correct

.

With reference to the planet Earth, consider the
following statements: |. Rain forests produce more
oxygen than that produced by oceans. Il. Marine
phytoplankton and photosynthetic bacteria produce
about 50% of world’s oxygen. lll. Well-oxygenated
surface water contains several folds higher oxygen
than that in atmospheric air. Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(@) I and I

(b) Il only

(c) I and I

(d) None of the above statements is correct

Daily Current Affairs « 5 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

.

CUET PG 2026 (Agri-Business Mgmt)

25 Mar 2026 (Shift 2) « Topic: Two-child norm & fertility

Assertion (A): Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is the
average number of children a woman would have
over her reproductive years at current age-specific
fertility rates. Reason (R): TFR declined in rural and
other areas of India between 1970 and 2020. Choose
the correct option.

(a) Both A and R are correct and R explains A

(b) Both A and R are correct but R does not explain A
(c) Alis correct but R is not correct

(d) Ais not correct but R is correct

Answer: (b) — A is a definition; R only describes a trend.

8!, W R, A &1 & 7|

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025 -GS |
25 May 2025 (Q40) + Topic: Amazon & forests

With reference to the planet Earth, consider the following
statements: |. Rain forests produce more oxygen than that
produced by oceans. ll. Marine phytoplankton and
photosynthetic bacteria produce about 50% of world’s
oxygen. lll. Well-oxygenated surface water contains several
folds higher oxygen than that in atmospheric air. Which of the
statements given above is/are correct?

(@) I and Il
(b) Il only
(c) I and I
(d) None of the above statements is correct

Answer: (b) — Ocean microbes make ~half of Earth’s oxygen.
i
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Test Yourself — Q1-4 | TG4 &1 UG
4 N\ )
@ Javed v. State of Haryana (2003) upheld: @ ;’Ece)Jﬁplacement-level Total Fertility Rate is
SITdg STH gRATUI T (2003) 7 f&H T S8R e
(a) Reservation for women ét()))”'sl'wo—child AT elF B (@15 (b) 2.1
(c) NOTA (d) Anti-defection law (c) 2.5 (d) 3.0
A J
N\ )
@ Eirrfs,lii(tfjlii%nncgsyt?\t? was added fo the @ How man m%mbers does the US Senate have?
YT IX (Y1) [T G=ne= | 91 AR et e 87
(a) 42nd Amendment (b) 61st Amendment (a) 50 (b) 100
(c) 73rd Amendment (d) 74th Amendment (c) 435 (d) 538
AN J

\_
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | TG4 &1 W
( N\ )
@ gﬂeerr\?ebzrtsefr;tgﬁ US ReLse of Represeiizibes @ The Agnipath scheme was launched in:
: Ry e T TR B%?
gfaf=fe IuT o1 Hrdera: 4 LERIG t
(@) 2 years (b) 4 years (a) 2019 (b) 2020
(c) 5 years (d) 6 years (c) 2022 (d) 2024
\_ J J
( ) ( )
e The Chief of Defence Staff heads the: @ The largest share of the Amazon rainforest lies in:
cDs &9 faurT &1 ugE 82 3T 91 T Gad I8T T fog 321 7 27
(a) Department of Defence (b) Department of Military Affairs (a) Peru (b) Colombia
(c) Department of Defence Production  (d) DRDO (c) Brazil (d) Bolivia
\_ J \_ J
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | ¥4 &I UG

f N N
@ SeEl i BlREren Vissien wes leunenes] @ A village is “ODF Plus” when it, besides being ODF, also
' has:
D R fURM S IRE gam? ODF WY 71Td # ODF & 3[Tal FT =31 82

(@) 15 Aug 2014 (b) 2 Oct 2014 (a) Piped water to all homes ﬁ;ﬁ;&igrsggt"qmd waste
(c) 26 Jan 2015 (d) 2 Oct 2019 (c) 100% literacy (d) A primary health centre
\_ J \_ J
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

Two-child norm for panchayat polls — Now sent to a larger Bench.
Gamrd g-1d | &l-Ha 9|

2.1 — India is now at 1.9.
2.11

100 — Two per state.
1001

ears — All seats every midterm & general poll.

e 73rd Amendment — 1992: in force 1993.
7391 Y|
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3R d HATCAT

2022 — June 2022.
20221

e Department of Military Affairs — Created in 2020.
faym|

e Brazil — About 60%.
STSiid |

2 Oct 2014 — Gandhi Jayanti.
2 3{dgdX 2014 |

S\olid and liquid waste management — And is visually clean.
O d dXcd hRT YdY- |
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | a2 3fR YH

Myth Buster of the Day — Society | 3ITSl BT YH-HSH

Class24

r

° MYTH | Y

“India’s population will keep
growing forever, so strict
population-control laws are
still needed.”

YR BT SATITS SHRIT gl

PRI ST 3 o) B

N\

J

s

\_

Q FACT | 9

India’s fertility rate has already fallen below the replacement level of 2.1. Population is still
rising because of “momentum” — many young people are now of child-bearing age — but UN
projections show it peaking around 1.7 billion in the early 2060s and then declining. The
bigger coming challenges are an ageing population and a shrinking share of working-age
people, which is why the Supreme Court called penal two-child laws outdated.

%%ﬁuwﬂgaus%am%@Wﬁﬁgﬁﬁ.wﬂaﬁ%&m?ﬁ"ﬁéﬂﬁwg
— §ga- 3t Ay ~ TR GG U & STHR T8 2060
Wﬁ%ﬁﬁ@éWWWOd)@lsW&gHWuwdwiui\-gﬂﬁ"ﬁlGﬁﬁaﬁa@@?ﬂa@@?ﬁ
3MTETET 3R Hed! PRI SIHEReT § — 3HIferg HIC - SSTAD &l-TdH BIA DI G
|

Daily Current Affairs

(¢ The challenge is shifting from too many people to an ageing population. | mmmﬁwqﬁﬁ?ﬁawraaﬁeﬁvmw%
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