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QUOTE OF THE DAY |  आजका विचार

“

— Abraham Lincoln
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Today’s Current Affairs |  5 November 2026
आज के समसामयिक मुदे्द — The Hindu • Indian Express • Financial Express — 5 articles + exam 
PYQs + MCQs + Myth Buster

1
SC: falling fertility makes two-

child norm outdated

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक
2

Democrats seize Congress 

in US midterms

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि
3

Agniveers get extension and a 

path to regular service

अविपथ में बदलाि

4
The Amazon is now a carbon 
emitter

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक
5

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) 

Phase II extended to 2028

स्वच्छभारत वमशन
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THE HINDU  •  5 NOV 2026

Page 1 ·  Front Page

पृष्ठ 1 · मुख पृष्ठ

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 Democrats seize Congress |  अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि

2 Agniveers’ new pathway |  अवििीर
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ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Democrats seize Congress in US midterms

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि
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ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Blow for Trump as

Democrats Seize Congress
अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि में डेमोके्रट्स ने प्रवतवनवि सभा और सीनेट दोनो ं पर वनयंत्रण हावसल वकया – राष्ट्र पवत
टर ंप के कायबकाल के अंवतम दो िर्षों में उनके एजेंडे पर बे्रक; भारत के वलए ईरान युद्ध, व्यापार समझौते पर असर

US midterms

मध्यािवि चुनाि

1 The verdict |  जनादेश

▸ A nationwide rejection of 
Trump

टर ंप को झटका

▸ Flips in Texas, Iowa, Kansas, 
Ohio, Maine, the Carolinas

सीटें छीनी ं

▸ Driven by rising living costs

महँिाई

2
Historic firsts

ऐवतहावसक जीत

▸ Abdul El-Sayed – first Muslim 
US senator

पहले मुस्लिम सीनेटर

▸ Keisha Lance Bottoms – first 
Black woman governor

पहली अशे्वत मवहला ििनबर

▸ James Talarico – first Texas 
Democrat statewide since 1994

टेक्सास

3
Trump’s reaction

टर ंप की प्रवतवक्रया

▸ “Not a hit on me”

मुझ पर िार नही ं

▸ Warned Democrats against 

impeachment

महावभयोि चेतािनी

▸ Said he’d have won “in a 
landslide”

भारी जीत का दािा
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ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — in depth (1/2)

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
Democrats’ new powers

नई शस्लियाँ

▸ Block Trump’s bills & 
appointments

रोक

▸ Investigate Iran war, 

immigration raids

जाँच

▸ Hakeem Jeffries may be 
first Black Speaker

हकीम जेफ़्रीज़

5
What it means for India

भारत पर असर

▸ 24 Indians killed since US-

Israel strikes on Iran, incl. 15 
seafarers

24 भारतीय

▸ Hormuz blockade hit oil & 

fertiliser imports

होमुबज़

▸ Russian oil share fell 51% 
→ 33% (Jul–Sep)

रूसी तेल

6
Trade & people

व्यापार ि प्रिासी

▸ FTA may be ready by the 
G-20 in Miami

व्यापार समझौता

▸ Less anti-immigrant

rhetoric likely

प्रिासी

▸ But visa curbs likely to stay

िीज़ा सख़्ती



Area What could change after the Democratic win Main limitation

Trump’s power Democrats can block bills and demand compromises.
Trump retains presidential powers and can veto 
legislation.

New laws
More negotiation between Congress and the White 
House; controversial bills may stall.

Democratic control alone does not guarantee a bill 
becomes law.

Government spending
Democrats gain influence over funding priorities and 
can resist proposed cuts.

Disagreements with Trump could cause funding 
standoffs.

Healthcare and living costs
Democrats say they will prioritise lowering costs and 
reversing cuts to health programmes.

These proposals still need legislation, funding and 
agreement with the President.

Investigations
More congressional hearings and investigations into 
the administration are expected.

Investigations do not automatically lead to 
prosecution or removal.

Judges and senior appointments
The Democratic Senate can reject Trump’s nominees 
for judges, Cabinet positions and other posts requiring 
confirmation.

Existing officials and judges are not automatically 
removed.

Immigration and visas
Democrats could scrutinise enforcement and propose 
changes to immigration funding or laws.

No automatic easing of H-1B, student visas or green-
card rules.

Tariffs and trade
Greater congressional scrutiny and pressure over trade 
policy are possible.

Existing tariffs do not automatically disappear after an 
election.

Foreign policy
Congress can challenge funding and scrutinise 
presidential decisions.

Trump continues to direct diplomacy and exercise 
presidential authority.

India–US relations
Indian businesses and students should watch 
subsequent trade, visa and funding decisions.

The election result itself changes no Indian applicant’s 
visa status or trade terms.

Impeachment A Democratic House could pursue impeachment.
Removing a President requires a two-thirds Senate 
vote to convict; a simple majority is insufficient.

2028 election
Democrats gain political momentum; Republicans face 
pressure to revise their strategy.

Midterm success does not determine the next 
presidential election.
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ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — in depth (2/2)

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 How a US law is made |  अमेररकी कानून

Bill
वििेयक

House or Senate
यकसी सदन में

Both pass
दोनो ं पाररत

Same text
समान पाठ

President
राष्ट्र पवत

Sign or veto
हस्ताक्षर/वीटो

Override
ओिरराइड

2/3 of both
दो-यिहाई

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ House members serve 2 
years; senators 6 years

कायबकाल

▸ Every state has two 

senators, whatever its size

दो सीनेटर
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ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — background (1/2)

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि — पृष्ठभूवम (1/2)

9
US vs India legislature

तुलना

Feature
विशेर्षता

US vs India
अमेररका बनाम

भारत

Lower House
वनचला सदन

435 vs 543 seats

Upper House
उच्च सदन

100 vs up to 250

Upper-house 

term
कायबकाल

6 yrs in both

System
प्रणाली

Presidential vs 

Parliamentary

10
US Constitution

अमेररकी संवििान

▸ Oldest written national 
constitution in use (1787)

1787

▸ Bill of Rights – first 10 

amendments (1791)

अविकार पत्र

▸ Only 27 amendments so far

27 संशोिन

11 Impeachment |  महावभयोि

▸ House impeaches by 
simple majority

प्रवतवनवि सभा

▸ Senate tries; 2/3 needed to 

convict

सीनेट

▸ Trump was impeached 
twice (2019, 2021)

दो बार
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ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — background (2/2)

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि — पृष्ठभूवम (2/2)

12 What a midterm decides |  मध्यािवि में क्या

Timing
समय

Mid-presidency
काियकाि के बीच

House
प्रवतवनवि सभा

All 435 seats
सभी सीटें

Senate
सीनेट

About one-third
एक-यिहाई

Governors
ििनबर

Many states
कई राज्य

13
India–US ties

भारत–अमेररका

▸ Mission 500 – $500 bn 
trade by 2030

वमशन 500

▸ TRUST initiative on critical 

tech (2025)

TRUST

▸ Partners in the Quad

क्वाड



Daily Current Affairs  •  5 November 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 22

ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — Static GK

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि — स्थैवतक सामान्य ज्ञान

14 USA at a glance |  अमेररका

Fact
तथ्य

Detail
वििरण

Capital
राजिानी

Washington DC

States
राज्य

50

Largest state
सबसे बडा

Alaska

Independence
स्वतंत्रता

4 July 1776

15
Indian-origin firsts

भारतीय मूल

▸ Dalip Singh Saund – first 

Asian-American in Congress 
(1957)

दलीप वसंह सौदं

▸ Kamala Harris – first 

Indian-origin US Vice-

President

कमला हैररस

▸ Indian-American 

lawmakers: the “Samosa 
Caucus”

समोसा कॉकस

16
Political terms

राजनीवतक शब्द

▸ Lame duck – leader with 
weakened power

लेम डक

▸ Filibuster – Senate delay; 

60 votes to end

व़िवलबस्टर

▸ Gerrymandering – rigging 
district maps

िेरीमैंडररंि
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Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — Map & Diagram

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Both chambers now 
Democrat-controlled

दोनो ं सदन

▸ Majority marks: 218

(House), 51 (Senate)

बहुमत

▸ Trump faces a divided 
government for two years

विभावजत सरकार
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ARTICLE 2  •  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – USA |  अंतरराष्ट्र ीय संबंि – अमेररका

Democrats seize Congress in US midterms — Map & Diagram

अमेररकी मध्यािवि चुनाि — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Texas – Talarico ends a 

1994-era drought

टेक्सास

▸ Michigan – El-Sayed, 

first Muslim senator

वमवशिन

▸ Georgia – first Black 

woman governor; Florida
stays Republican

जॉवजबया, फ़्लोररडा
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service

अविपथ में बदलाि
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers Get Option for Extension;

Pathway to Join Army as Regulars
कें द्रीय मंवत्रमंडल ने अवििीरो ं के वलए दो िर्षब की अवतररि सेिा अिवि को मंजू़री दी – इसके बाद िे वनयवमत

सैवनक बनने के पात्र होिें; 2024 चुनाि के बाद सहयोिी दलो ं की माँि और युिाओं की नाराज़िी के बीच अविपथ
की समीक्षा का पररणाम

Agnipath 2.0

अविपथ

1 The decision |  वनणबय

▸ Cabinet approves an extra 
2-year engagement

मंवत्रमंडल

▸ A path for all Agniveers to 

become regulars

सभी के वलए रास्ता

▸ Subject to willingness & 
selection criteria

शतें

2 Who announced it |  घोर्षणा

▸ CDS Gen. N.S. Raja 
Subramani

CDS

▸ Based on recommendations 

of the three services

तीनो ं सेनाएँ

▸ After an evaluation & 
feedback process

मूल्ांकन

3
What the review found

समीक्षा के वनष्कर्षब

▸ Strong skills, fitness, 
motivation, tech know-how

कौशल

▸ More transparent recruitment

पारदशी भती

▸ Opened more branches to 
women

मवहलाएँ
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — in depth (1/2)

अविपथ में बदलाि — विस्तार से (1/2)

4 The politics |  राजनीवत

▸ After 2024, BJP at 240 
seats needed allies

240 सीटें

▸ JD(U), TDP, LJP demanded 

a review

सहयोिी दल

▸ Scheme blamed for losses 

in Rajasthan, Haryana, parts 
of UP

नुकसान

5 The timing |  समय

▸ Before the first batch
finishes 4 years

पहला बैच

▸ Ahead of UP & 

Uttarakhand polls

चुनाि

▸ After Gen-Z protests over 
the NEET leak

NEET

6 The Opposition |  विपक्ष

▸ Rahul Gandhi promised to 
scrap the scheme

राहुल िांिी

▸ Big 2022 protests in 

western UP, Bihar, Rajasthan

2022 विरोि

▸ Seen as a volatile jobs 
issue for youth

रोज़िार मुद्दा
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — in depth (2/2)

अविपथ में बदलाि — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 An Agniveer’s journey |  अवििीर का स़िर

Join
भती

Age 17.5–21
आिु

Serve
सेिा

4 years
4 वर्य

Seva Nidhi
सेिा वनवि

~₹11.71 lakh
पैकेज

Next
आिे

Regular or +2 yrs
यनियमि

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ The first Agniveer batch
joined around Jan 2023

पहला बैच

▸ Upper age was raised to 23

for the first year only

23 िर्षब
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — background (1/2)

अविपथ में बदलाि — पृष्ठभूवम (1/2)

9
Agnipath basics

मूल तथ्य

Item
विर्षय

Detail
वििरण

Launched
शुरुआत

June 2022

For
वकसके वलए

Below-officer 

ranks

All three 

services
सेनाएँ

Army, Navy, IAF

Old system
पुरानी व्यिस्था

Long service + 

pension

10
Help for ex-Agniveers

पूिब अवििीर

▸ 10% quota in CAPFs

CAPF में 10%

▸ Age relaxation in CAPF 

recruitment

आयु छूट

▸ Several States reserve 
police posts

राज्य पुवलस

11
Why it was brought in

उदे्दश्य

▸ Lower the forces’ average 
age

कमऔसतआयु

▸ Cut the rising pension bill

पेंशन ख़चब

▸ A tech-savvy, youthful 
force

युिा बल
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — background (2/2)

अविपथ में बदलाि — पृष्ठभूवम (2/2)

12 Who commands whom |  रक्षा ढाँचा

President
राष्ट्र पवत

Supreme 

Commander
सवोच्च

Defence 
Minister
रक्षा मंत्री

Political head
राजनीयिक

CDS
CDS

Heads DMA
सैन्य कािय यवभाग

Service chiefs
सेना प्रमुख

Army, Navy, IAF
िीनोों

13
Women in the forces

सेना में मवहलाएँ

▸ NDA opened to women in 
2022

NDA

▸ Permanent Commission –

SC, Babita Puniya (2020)

स्थायी कमीशन

▸ Navy took women 
Agniveers in its first batch

नौसेना
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — Static GK

अविपथ में बदलाि — स्थैवतक सामान्य ज्ञान

14 Army facts |  थलसेना तथ्य

▸ 15 Jan – Army Day 
(Cariappa, 1949)

सेना वदिस

▸ Motto: “Service Before 

Self”

आदशब िाक्य

▸ First Indian C-in-C: K.M. 
Cariappa

कररअप्पा

15
Famous regiments

प्रवसद्ध रेवजमेंट

Regiment
रेवजमेंट

Known as
विशेर्षता

Madras 

Regiment
मद्रास

Oldest infantry 

regiment

Rajputana 

Rifles
राजपूताना

Oldest rifle 

regiment

Sikh Regiment
वसख

Highly 

decorated

Gorkha Rifles
िोरखा

“Ayo Gorkhali”

16
Military academies

सैन्य अकादवमयाँ

▸ NDA – Khadakwasla, Pune

NDA

▸ IMA – Dehradun (1932)

IMA

▸ OTA – Chennai & Gaya

OTA
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — Map & Diagram

अविपथ में बदलाि — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ The 75% who left now 
get two more years

75% को मौका

▸ Then a shot at the 

regular cadre

स्थायी कैडर

▸ The 25% direct-
retention stays

25% बरकरार
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ARTICLE 3  •  DEFENCE – RECRUITMENT |  रक्षा – भती

Agniveers get extension and a path to regular service — Map & Diagram

अविपथ में बदलाि — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ UP & Uttarakhand vote 
soon

आिामी चुनाि

▸ Bihar saw big protests 

in 2022

वबहार

▸ BJP lost ground in 

Rajasthan, Haryana
(2024)

राजस्थान, हररयाणा
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Page 6 ·  News

पृष्ठ 6 · समाचार

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 Two-child norm outdated: SC |  दो-संतान वनयम
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

Falling Fertility Rate Has Made

Two-Child Norm Outdated: SC
सुप्रीम कोटब ने कहा – दो से अविक संतान िालो ं को दंवडत करने िाले कानून अपनी प्रासंविकता खो चुके हैं क्योवंक
भारत की कुल प्रजनन दर 3.02 से घटकर 1.9 रह िई है; 2003 के जािेद ़ैिसले की बडी पीठ समीक्षा करेिी

Population & polls

जनसंख्या ि चुनाि

1 The ruling |  ़ैिसला

▸ Laws penalising 3+ children
have “lost relevance”

प्रासंविकता ख़त्म

▸ Bench of Justices P.S. 
Narasimha & Alok Aradhe

पीठ

▸ 2003 ruling sent to a larger 
Bench

बडी पीठ

2 The case |  मामला

▸ Mangala Bhimrao Ingle, 

sarpanch of Kakoda gram 
panchayat

सरपंच

▸ Election set aside for having 
more than two children

चुनाि रद्द

▸ Court let her continue in office

पद पर बनी रहें

3 The reasoning |  तकब

▸ Fear of overpopulation “has 
crumbled”

अवतजनसंख्या का भय

▸ Violates Art 21 – reproductive 
autonomy

अनुचे्छद 21

▸ An “unconscionable choice” 
between children and democracy

अनुवचत विकल्प
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — in depth (1/2)

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
What the court saw ahead

भविष्य की तस्वीर

▸ Shrinking working-age
share

कायबशील आबादी घटेिी

▸ Need to encourage 

“healthy growth” of 

population

स्वस्थ िृस्लद्ध

▸ Ignoring change is an 
“abuse of power”

शस्लिका दुरुपयोि

5
The 2003 judgment

2003 का ़ैिसला

▸ *Javed v. State of 
Haryana* upheld the bar

जािेद मामला

▸ Drew on China’s population 

curbs (2000)

चीन का उदाहरण

▸ Now seen as out of step 
with demography

पुराना

6
Who is affected

वकन पर असर

▸ Candidates in panchayat & 
municipal polls

स्थानीय चुनाि

▸ Hits women

representatives hardest

मवहलाएँ

▸ States may need to review
such laws

राज्य कानून
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — in depth (2/2)

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 Demographic transition |  जनसांस्लख्यकीय संक्रमण

Stage 1
चरण 1

High births, 

deaths
उच्च जन्म, मृतु्य

Stage 2
चरण 2

Deaths fall
मृतु्य घटी

Stage 3
चरण 3

Births fall
जन्म घटे

Stage 4
चरण 4

Low both, ageing
वृद्धावस्था

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ China ended its one-child 

policy in 2016; allows three 
since 2021

चीन

▸ South Korea has the 

world’s lowest TFR (~0.7)

दवक्षण कोररया
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — background (1/2)

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक — पृष्ठभूवम (1/2)

9
Population data sources

आँकडो ं के स्रोत

Source
स्रोत

Detail
वििरण

Census
जनिणना

Every 10 yrs; 

next 2027

NFHS
NFHS

5 rounds; 

NFHS-5 TFR 

2.0

SRS
SRS

Registrar 

General, yearly

UN WPP
UN

World 

Population 

Prospects

10
Population policy

जनसंख्या नीवत

▸ India – first country with a 

family planning programme 
(1952)

1952

▸ National Population 

Policy 2000 – aim TFR 2.1

NPP 2000

▸ Mission Parivar Vikas
(2016) – high-TFR districts

पररिार विकास

11
73rd Amendment

73िाँ संशोिन

▸ Part IX – Arts 243 to 243-O

भाि IX

▸ Disqualifications set by 

State law (Art 243F)

अनु. 243F

▸ Polls by State Election 
Commission (Art 243K)

राज्य चुनाि आयोि
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — background (2/2)

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक — पृष्ठभूवम (2/2)

12 Life of the two-child rule |  वनयम का स़िर

1990s
1990 दशक

States add it
राज्योों ने जोडा

2003
2003

SC upholds
मान्य

2005
2005

MP, Chhattisgarh 

drop it
हटािा

2026
2026

SC: outdated
अप्रासोंयगक

13
Ageing India

बूढा होता भारत

▸ 60+ may be ~20% of people 
by 2050

2050 तक 20%

▸ Senior Citizens Act, 2007

िररष्ठ नािररक अविवनयम

▸ Ayushman Vay Vandana –
health cover for 70+ (2024)

िय िंदना
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — Static GK

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक — स्थैवतक सामान्य ज्ञान

14
Census facts

जनिणना तथ्य

▸ First synchronous Census: 
1881

1881

▸ Census 2011: 121 crore

people

121 करोड

▸ Census 2027: first digital, 
with caste count

वडवजटल जनिणना

15
Most populous nations

सिाबविक आबादी

Rank
क्रम

Country
देश

1
1

India (since 

2023)

2
2

China

3
3

United States

4
4

Indonesia

16
Population terms

जनसंख्या शब्दािली

▸ Sex ratio (2011): 943 
women per 1,000 men

वलंिानुपात

▸ Dependency ratio – non-

working age per working age

वनभबरता अनुपात

▸ 11 July – World Population 
Day

विश्व जनसंख्या वदिस



Daily Current Affairs  •  5 November 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 13

ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — Map & Diagram

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ TFR is now below 
replacement

प्रवतस्थापन से नीचे

▸ 60+ share heading to 

~15% by 2036

बुजु़िब आबादी

▸ Fewer young, more 
elderly ahead

बढती उम्र
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ARTICLE 1  •  POLITY – LOCAL BODIES & POPULATION |  राजव्यिस्था – स्थानीय वनकाय ि जनसंख्या

SC: falling fertility makes two-child norm outdated — Map & Diagram

दो-संतान वनयम अप्रासंविक — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Haryana – home of the 

2003 Javed case

हररयाणा

▸ Maharashtra – the 

sarpanch whose case led to 

this ruling

महाराष्ट्र

▸ Bihar has India’s highest 

TFR (3.0), Sikkim the 
lowest (1.1) – NFHS-5

वबहार, वसस्लिम
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1

THE HINDU  •  5 NOV 2026

Page 7 ·  Science

पृष्ठ 7 · विज्ञान

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 Amazon now a carbon emitter |  अमेज़न
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon Is No Longer a Carbon Sink,

It Is an Emitter

नेचर पवत्रका में प्रकावशत अध्ययन – िनो ं की कटाई और आि के कारण दुवनया का सबसे बडा उष्णकवटबंिीय िन
अमेज़न अब वजतना CO₂ सोखता है, उससे ज़्यादा छोड रहा है; “समस्या मानिीय िवतविवि है”

Climate study

जलिायु अध्ययन

1 The finding |  वनष्कर्षब

▸ Amazon now releases 
more CO₂ than it absorbs

अविक उत्सजबन

▸ Caused by deforestation & 

fires

कटाई ि आि

▸ Can no longer offset 
regional emissions

संतुलन नही ं

2 The study |  अध्ययन

▸ Published in *Nature*

नेचर

▸ Research aircraft

measured CO₂ at many 

altitudes

विमान से माप

▸ 4 sites, 2010–2024; led by 
Luciana Vanni Gatti

4 स्थल

3
Fire & drought

आिऔर सूखा

▸ Most wildfires are set on 
purpose

जानबूझकर आि

▸ 2024 El Niño – hottest, 

driest year

अल नीनो

▸ Droughts make fires bigger

सूखा



Daily Current Affairs  •  5 November 2026  •  The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 37

ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — in depth (1/2)

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक — विस्तार से (1/2)

4 Human hand |  मानिीय कारण

▸ Deforestation surged 2019–
22

2019–22

▸ Development model “based 

on destruction”

विनाशआिाररत विकास

▸ Call for a zero-
deforestation policy

शून्य कटाई

5
Why the Amazon matters

महत्व

5 mn km²
Area
के्षत्रफि

10%+
Of all species

प्रजायििााँ

3 crore

People live 

there
िोग

~100 bn t
Carbon stored
काबयन भोंडार

6 India angle |  भारत संदभब

▸ Indian forests could nearly 

double carbon storage by 
2100

दोिुना भंडार

▸ Vegetation carbon may rise 

97% (high-emission case)

97%

▸ Biggest gains in Rajasthan, 
Gujarat, MP

शुष्क के्षत्र
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — in depth (2/2)

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 The vicious cycle |  दुष्चक्र

Forest cut
कटाई

Cattle, soy, 

mining
खेिी, खनन

Less rain
कम िर्षाब

Hotter
गमी

Fires spread
आि

Drier forest
सूखा वन

CO₂ released
CO₂

Warming worsens
िापवृद्धद्ध

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ The rubber tree is native to 
the Amazon

रबर का पेड

▸ Amazon river dolphins are 

pink

िुलाबी डॉस्लफ़िन
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — background (1/2)

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक — पृष्ठभूवम (1/2)

9
Earth’s carbon sinks

काबबन वसंक

Sink
वसंक

Note
वटप्पणी

Oceans
महासािर

Absorb ~25–

30% of CO₂

Forests
िन

Store in trees & 

soil

Soils
मृदा

Big, slow store

Peatlands
पीटलैंड

2× all forests’ 

carbon

10
India’s forests

भारत के िन

▸ Forest + tree cover 25.17%
(ISFR 2023)

25.17%

▸ Policy goal: 33% (Forest 

Policy 1988)

33%

▸ NDC: extra 2.5–3 bn t CO₂
sink by 2030

NDC

11
Global forest pledges

िैवश्वक संकल्प

▸ Glasgow Declaration –
end deforestation by 2030

ग्लासिो

▸ REDD+ – pay to keep 

forests standing

REDD+

▸ Tropical Forests Forever 
Facility – launched at COP30

TFFF
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — background (2/2)

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक — पृष्ठभूवम (2/2)

12 Forest carbon cycle |  काबबन चक्र

Photosynthesis
प्रकाश संशे्लर्षण

Takes in CO₂
CO₂ िेना

Store
भंडारण

Wood, roots, soil
िकडी, मृदा

Burn / decay
जलना/सडना

Breaks down
यवघटन

Release
उत्सजबन

CO₂ back to air
वापस

13
Rainforests of the world

िर्षाबिन

▸ Amazon – the largest

अमेज़न

▸ Congo Basin – second-

largest

कांिो

▸ India: Western Ghats & 
North-East evergreen forests

पविमी घाट
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — Static GK

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक — स्थैवतक सामान्य ज्ञान

14 Brazil |  ब्राज़ील

Fact
तथ्य

Detail
वििरण

Capital
राजिानी

Brasília

Language
भार्षा

Portuguese

Currency
मुद्रा

Real

Bloc
समूह

BRICS founder

15 River records |  नवदयाँ

▸ Nile – longest river

नील

▸ Amazon – largest by water 

flow

अमेज़न

▸ Ganga – India’s longest 
(~2,525 km)

िंिा

16
El Niño & La Niña

अल नीनो

▸ El Niño – warm central-
east Pacific

अल नीनो

▸ Often weakens India’s 

monsoon

कमज़ोर मानसून

▸ La Niña – the cool opposite

ला नीना
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — Map & Diagram

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Fire + drought turned 
the sink into a source

आिऔर सूखा

▸ Mining expanded 

fastest

खनन

▸ Dry seasons are now 
drier and hotter

सूखा मौसम
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ARTICLE 4  •  ENVIRONMENT – FORESTS & CLIMATE |  पयाबिरण – िन ि जलिायु

The Amazon is now a carbon emitter — Map & Diagram

अमेज़न अब काबबन उत्सजबक — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ The Amazon spans 9 
countries

9 देश

▸ Brazil holds about 60%

of it

ब्राज़ील 60%

▸ Belém, at the river’s 
mouth, hosted COP30

बेलेम
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THE INDIAN EXPRESS  •  5 NOV 2026

Page 5 ·  Politics

पृष्ठ 5 · राजनीवत

Articles covered from this page |  इस पृष्ठ से यिए गए िेख

1 Swachh Bharat (G) extended |  स्वच्छभारत
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028

स्वच्छभारत वमशन
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Flagship Rural Sanitation Scheme Extended,

to Get ₹7,000 cr in Budget

कें द्र ने स्वच्छ भारत वमशन (ग्रामीण) चरण-II को माचब 2028 तक बढाया – बजट 2027-28 में लिभि ₹7,000 
करोड वमलेंिे; सभी िाँिो ं को 31 माचब 2028 तक “ODF प्लस” बनाना होिा, इसके बाद कोई विस्तार नही ं

SBM (G)

स्वच्छभारत

1 The decision |  वनणबय

▸ SBM (Grameen) Phase II 
extended to March 2028

माचब 2028

▸ About ₹7,000 crore in 

Budget 2027-28

₹7,000 करोड

▸ Approved by the Finance 
Ministry

वित्त मंत्रालय

2 The condition |  शतब

▸ All villages must be ODF 
Plus

सभी िाँि

▸ Within the existing outlay

मौजूदा बजट में

▸ “No further extension” –
FinMin

आिे विस्तार नही ं

3 Money |  िन

₹1,40,881 cr

Phase II outlay 

(2020)
कुि पररव्यि

₹52,497 cr

From DDWS 

budget
यवभाग

15th FC

Grants 

dovetailed
यवत्त आिोग

MGNREGS

Also dovetailed
मनरेगा
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028 — in depth (1/2)

स्वच्छभारत वमशन — विस्तार से (1/2)

4
What is ODF Plus

ODF प्लस

▸ Village sustains ODF 
status

ODF बरकरार

▸ Manages solid & liquid 

waste

कचरा प्रबंिन

▸ Is visually clean

वदखने में स्वच्छ

5 Who runs it |  संचालन

▸ Dept of Drinking Water & 
Sanitation (DDWS)

DDWS

▸ Under the Ministry of Jal 

Shakti

जल शस्लि मंत्रालय

▸ Implemented by States & 
gram panchayats

राज्य, पंचायत

6
ODF Plus grades

शे्रवणयाँ

▸ Aspiring – starting waste 
systems

एस्पायररंि

▸ Rising – solid or liquid 

waste managed

राइवजं़ि

▸ Model – fully clean, all 
systems in place

मॉडल
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028 — in depth (2/2)

स्वच्छभारत वमशन — विस्तार से (2/2)

7 Making a village ODF Plus |  ODF प्लस कैसे

Toilets
शौचालय

For every home
हर घर

Solid waste
ठोस कचरा

Segregate, collect
पृथक्करण

Grey water
िंदा पानी

Soak pits, drains
सोख्ता गडे्ढ

Verify
सत्यापन

ODF Plus tag
प्रमाणन

8
Did you know?

क्याआप जानते हैं?

▸ Swachh Survekshan ranks 

cities’ cleanliness every year 
(since 2016)

स्वच्छसिेक्षण

▸ “Swachhata Hi Seva” 

campaign runs each Sept–Oct

स्वच्छता ही सेिा
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028 — background (1/2)

स्वच्छभारत वमशन — पृष्ठभूवम (1/2)

9
Water & sanitation missions

प्रमुख वमशन

Mission
वमशन

Launched
शुरुआत

Namami 

Gange
नमावम िंिे

2014

Jal Jeevan 

Mission
जल जीिन

2019

SBM-Urban 2.0
SBM-शहरी

2021

AMRUT 2.0
अमृत 2.0

2021

10 Impact so far |  प्रभाि

▸ 10 crore+ household toilets 
built

10 करोड शौचालय

▸ WHO: ~3 lakh diarrhoea 

deaths averted (2014–19)

WHO

▸ UNICEF: families save 
~₹50,000/yr on health

UNICEF

11
Manual scavenging

हाथ से मैला ढोना

▸ Banned by the 2013 Act

2013 अविवनयम

▸ NAMASTE scheme for 

sanitation workers

नमसे्त योजना

▸ Art 17 – abolition of 
untouchability

अनुचे्छद 17
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028 — background (2/2)

स्वच्छभारत वमशन — पृष्ठभूवम (2/2)

12 Waste hierarchy |  कचरा पदानुक्रम

Reduce
कम करें

Best
सवोत्तम

Reuse
पुनः उपयोि

Again
दोबारा

Recycle
पुनचबक्रण

New products
निा उत्पाद

Dispose
वनपटान

Last resort
अोंयिम यवकल्प

13 GOBARdhan |  िोबरिन

▸ Turns cattle dung & waste
into biogas (2018)

बायोिैस

▸ Supports compressed 

biogas plants

CBG

▸ Part of SBM (G)

SBM का वहस्सा
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028 — Static GK

स्वच्छभारत वमशन — स्थैवतक सामान्य ज्ञान

14
Ministry of Jal Shakti

जल शस्लि मंत्रालय

▸ Formed in 2019 by merging 
two ministries

2019

▸ Dept of Water Resources

+ DDWS

दो विभाि

▸ Runs Jal Jeevan & SBM 
(G)

योजनाएँ

15
Cleanliness days

स्वच्छता वदिस

Day
वदिस

Date
वतवथ

World Toilet Day
विश्व शौचालय वदिस

19 Nov

Global 

Handwashing Day
हाथ िुलाई वदिस

15 Oct

World 

Environment Day
पयाबिरण वदिस

5 June

Zero Waste Day
शून्य अपवशष्ट् वदिस

30 March

16
Gandhi & cleanliness

िांिी और स्वच्छता

▸ SBM logo shows Gandhi’s 
spectacles

चश्मा लोिो

▸ Gandhi: sanitation is “more 

important than 

independence”

िांिी का कथन

▸ Mission launched on 
Gandhi Jayanti

िांिी जयंती
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ARTICLE 5  •  GOVERNANCE – SANITATION |  शासन –स्वच्छता

Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028 — Map & Diagram

स्वच्छभारत वमशन — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ From toilets (ODF) to 

waste management (ODF 
Plus)

ODF से ODF प्लस

▸ Deadline pushed twice

दो बार विस्तार

▸ March 2028 is called 
final

अंवतम समय-सीमा
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Swachh Bharat (Grameen) Phase II extended to 2028 — Map & Diagram

स्वच्छभारत वमशन — मानवचत्र ि आरेख

Read the visual

वचत्र को समझें

▸ Indore – repeated winner of 
the cleanest-city survey

इंदौर

▸ Sikkim – first ODF State 
(2016)

वसस्लिम

▸ Mawlynnong (Meghalaya) –

famed “cleanest village”

मािवलननॉन्ि

▸ Porbandar – Gandhi, the 
mission’s icon

पोरबंदर
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS |  वपछले िर्षों के प्रश्न

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! |  पहले स्वयं उत्तर सोचें

CUET PG 2026 (Agri-Business Mgmt)
25 Mar 2026 (Shift 2)   •   Topic: Two-child norm & fertility

Assertion (A): Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is the 

average number of children a woman would 

have over her reproductive years at current 

age-specific fertility rates. Reason (R): TFR 

declined in rural and other areas of India 

between 1970 and 2020. Choose the correct 

option.

(a) Both A and R are correct and R explains A

(b) Both A and R are correct but R does not explain A

(c) A is correct but R is not correct

(d) A is not correct but R is correct

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025 – GS I
25 May 2025 (Q40)   •   Topic: Amazon & forests

With reference to the planet Earth, consider the 

following statements: I. Rain forests produce more 

oxygen than that produced by oceans. II. Marine 

phytoplankton and photosynthetic bacteria produce 

about 50% of world’s oxygen. III. Well-oxygenated 

surface water contains several folds higher oxygen 

than that in atmospheric air. Which of the statements 
given above is/are correct?

(a) I and II

(b) II only

(c) I and III

(d) None of the above statements is correct
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PYQ ANSWERS |  उत्तर

Answers & Explanation |  उत्तर ि व्याख्या

CUET PG 2026 (Agri-Business Mgmt)
25 Mar 2026 (Shift 2)   •   Topic: Two-child norm & fertility

Assertion (A): Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is the 

average number of children a woman would have 

over her reproductive years at current age-specific 

fertility rates. Reason (R): TFR declined in rural and 

other areas of India between 1970 and 2020. Choose 
the correct option.

(a) Both A and R are correct and R explains A

(b) Both A and R are correct but R does not explain A

(c) A is correct but R is not correct

(d) A is not correct but R is correct

Answer: (b) — A is a definition; R only describes a trend.
दोनो ं सही, पर R, A की व्याख्या नही।ं

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025 – GS I
25 May 2025 (Q40)   •   Topic: Amazon & forests

With reference to the planet Earth, consider the following 

statements: I. Rain forests produce more oxygen than that 

produced by oceans. II. Marine phytoplankton and 

photosynthetic bacteria produce about 50% of world’s 

oxygen. III. Well-oxygenated surface water contains several 

folds higher oxygen than that in atmospheric air. Which of the 
statements given above is/are correct?

(a) I and II

(b) II only

(c) I and III

(d) None of the above statements is correct

Answer: (b) — Ocean microbes make ~half of Earth’s oxygen.
केिल II।
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q1–4 |  स्वयं को परखें

Q1 Javed v. State of Haryana (2003) upheld:
जािेद बनाम हररयाणा राज्य (2003) ने वकसे सही ठहराया?

(a) Reservation for women
(b) Two-child norm for panchayat 
polls

(c) NOTA (d) Anti-defection law

Q2 The replacement-level Total Fertility Rate is 

about:
प्रवतस्थापन-स्तर प्रजनन दर:

(a) 1.5 (b) 2.1

(c) 2.5 (d) 3.0

Q3 Part IX (Panchayats) was added to the 

Constitution by the:
भाि IX (पंचायत) वकस संशोिन से जुडा?

(a) 42nd Amendment (b) 61st Amendment

(c) 73rd Amendment (d) 74th Amendment

Q4 How many members does the US Senate have?
अमेररकी सीनेट में वकतने सदस्य हैं?

(a) 50 (b) 100

(c) 435 (d) 538
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q5–8 |  स्वयं को परखें

Q5 Members of the US House of Representatives 

serve a term of:
अमेररकी प्रवतवनवि सभा का कायबकाल:

(a) 2 years (b) 4 years

(c) 5 years (d) 6 years

Q6 The Agnipath scheme was launched in:
अविपथ योजना कब शुरू हुई?

(a) 2019 (b) 2020

(c) 2022 (d) 2024

Q7 The Chief of Defence Staff heads the:
CDS वकस विभाि का प्रमुख है?

(a) Department of Defence (b) Department of Military Affairs

(c) Department of Defence Production (d) DRDO

Q8 The largest share of the Amazon rainforest lies in:
अमेज़न िन का सबसे बडा भाि वकस देश में है?

(a) Peru (b) Colombia

(c) Brazil (d) Bolivia
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PRACTICE MCQs |  अभ्यास प्रश्न

Test Yourself — Q9–10 |  स्वयं को परखें

Q9 Swachh Bharat Mission was launched on:
स्वच्छभारत वमशन कब शुरू हुआ?

(a) 15 Aug 2014 (b) 2 Oct 2014

(c) 26 Jan 2015 (d) 2 Oct 2019

Q10 A village is “ODF Plus” when it, besides being ODF, also 

has:
ODF प्लस िाँि में ODF के अलािा क्या ज़रूरी है?

(a) Piped water to all homes
(b) Solid and liquid waste 
management

(c) 100% literacy (d) A primary health centre
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ANSWER KEY |  उत्तर कंुजी

Answer Key — Q1–5 |  उत्तर ि व्याख्या

1-b Two-child norm for panchayat polls — Now sent to a larger Bench.

पोंचािि चुनाव में दो-सोंिान यनिम।

2-b 2.1 — India is now at 1.9.

2.1।

3-c 73rd Amendment — 1992; in force 1993.

73वााँ सोंशोधन।

4-b 100 — Two per state.

100।

5-a 2 years — All seats every midterm & general poll.

2 वर्य।
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ANSWER KEY |  उत्तर कंुजी

Answer Key — Q6–10 |  उत्तर ि व्याख्या

6-c 2022 — June 2022.

2022।

7-b Department of Military Affairs — Created in 2020.

सैन्य कािय यवभाग।

8-c Brazil — About 60%.

ब्राजीि।

9-b 2 Oct 2014 — Gandhi Jayanti.

2 अकू्टबर 2014।

10-b Solid and liquid waste management — And is visually clean.

ठोस व िरि कचरा प्रबोंधन।
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER |  तथ्यऔर भ्रम

Myth Buster of the Day — Society |  आजका भ्रम-भंजन

MYTH |  भ्रम

“India’s population will keep 

growing forever, so strict 

population-control laws are 
still needed.”

भारत की आबादी हमेशा बढती

रहेिी, इसवलए सख़्तजनसंख्या-
वनयंत्रण कानून अब भी ज़रूरी हैं।

FACT |  तथ्य

India’s fertility rate has already fallen below the replacement level of 2.1. Population is still 

rising because of “momentum” – many young people are now of child-bearing age – but UN 

projections show it peaking around 1.7 billion in the early 2060s and then declining. The 

bigger coming challenges are an ageing population and a shrinking share of working-age 

people, which is why the Supreme Court called penal two-child laws outdated.

भारि की प्रजनन दर पहिे ही 2.1 के प्रयिस्थापन स्तर से नीचे आ चुकी है। आबादी अभी “सोंवेग” के कारण बढ़

रही है – बहुि-से िुवा अभी सोंिानोत्पयत्त की आिु में हैं – पर सोंिुक्त राष्ट्र के अनुमान के अनुसार िह 2060 के

दशक की शुरुआि में िगभग 170 करोड पर चरम पर पहुाँचकर घटने िगेगी। आगे की बडी चुनौिी बूढ़ी होिी

आबादी और घटिी काियशीि जनसोंख्या है – इसीयिए सुप्रीम कोटय ने दोंडात्मक दो-सोंिान कानूनोों को पुराना

बिािा।

The challenge is shifting from too many people to an ageing population. |   चुनौती अविकआबादी से हटकर बूढी होती आबादी की ओर जा रही है।






