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Disappointment is
not the problem.

Blaming is.
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Tigress Back in Buxa
IR | a1
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Daily Current Affairs

Reserve regains its stripes with release of tigress

Shiv Sahay Sin,
KOLKATA

A three-year-old tigress,
T138, was released into the
Buxa Tiger Reserve in West
Bengal on Friday, marking
the beginning of a phased
programme to reintroduce
tigers and establish a via-
ble, self-sustaining popula-
tion in the reserve.

The tigress was translo-
cated from Bihar’s Valmiki
Tiger Reserve and released
in the presence of Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav and
West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari.

Mr. Adhikari said three
more tigers would be re-
leased in Buxa in the next
two months, and the initia-

-
. 1
o )

tive would not only help in
conservation of wildlife
but also in boosting tou-
rism in the region.

Buxa was declared a Tig-
er Reserve in 1983. “Over
the decades, however,
habitat degradation and
fragmentation, changes in
land use and decline in
prey availability have af-
fected the ecological con-
ditions required to sustain
a resident tiger popula-
tion,” a press statement by
the PIB said.

Sustained effort

According to the state-
ment, the recovery of Buxa
has been a sustained,
science-based effort and
the Tiger Augmentation
and Recovery Project, in-

.'r"-_ )

New home: The tigress was brought from Valmiki Tiger Reserve,
marking the beginning of a phased programme. x/BYADAVBJP

itiated by the Government
of West Bengal with sup-
port from the National Tig-
er Conservation Authority
(NTCA) and the Wildlife In-
stitute of India (WII), has
been implemented collab-
oratively since 2018.
Senior forest officials

f

3 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

said that T138 would be
subject to intensive post-
release monitoring using a
combination of telemetry,
camera trapping and field-
based monitoring to assess
her movement, adapta-
tion, health and behaviour.

“The programme is not

al -
i )
o

merely about bringing ti
ers back to Buxa. Its obje
tive is to create the conc
tions in which a tig
population can establis
breed and ultimately b
come viable and self-su
taining,” the Union Em
ronment Ministry said.

The restoration of tige
in Buxa Tiger Reserve w
augment tiger presence
north Bengal, which h
significant ecological li
kages with the forests
Assam and Bhutan ar
provides opportunities fi
movement and dispersal
wildlife across a larger co
nected landscape, tl
statement said.

West Bengal also has
resident tiger populatic
in the Sundarbans.

ol
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Buxa Regains Its Stripes:
Tigress T138 Released
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Tigress Back in Buxa — in depth (1/2)
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» Declared Tiger Reserve
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Tigress Back in Buxa — in depth (2/2)
geaT ¥ 9t — fawaR & (272)

G Steps in tiger reintroduction | Q‘Iﬂ'ﬁ‘[%ﬂ?ﬂ i
» Sariska (2008) &
Panna (2009) — tigers
brought back

Prey boost Translocate Monitor Breed
RISR TEm=T RITTAROT AR SINSIERE]
» Tiger reserves notified
Deer, gaur From Valmiki Radio collar Self-sustaining under Sec 38V, WPA 1972
fgxor areife I A HIeR R T3] 38V

G Similar efforts | o v @

Daily Current Affairs « 3 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 19



™ e

A Court divided by its own architecture

¢ Editorial
B ooyttt
'-”.ll-‘»
ety (b pmne b
e Ne,
e
. 1 ::.-m 0_ ot
0-*--—;—: oy e g e Rl
ot
- c—— s G e - - - remoryean S
e s P an Ay 4o Wi s e s o o P, N et
e e | T . | e
-t -m—‘..h— L T}
o — == —,
=
R ettt T A AR s St o b —
- =
e The W N | bad s g — |t d o N ————
——— %
- o) (v | o b b ———— vt by S (T
g —
[~ _—
el N el WML B Bl I
-
VO PR, bew P prevan s wved @ SV 6 I b U s e vty St &
-
s S s o e ——
\-O‘l‘~|.‘.—'
R A v B B ol “*-‘-.Nh
A S e e - e T o O ——— ———
o e
A - i
- s vty e -~ 0 gt G . o ——
R T Vel 4 S - Pt -~ "
— - —— vy .- - R
. -— 4
T R - PSSy S
- L e e — s Wb . e B
R S -
R T e el | e
Wl LT h o P Ll 17N - W 1 B Vnah el by ! A
i Pvw—
[y - - 1 o—— ¢ (it b To v
AV e Pae Bl B B s b O W
ST
e D (R e R T
Rl I R . OB
- - -
T, - Pt
" ) i plo At b & W L Wt Thee L
—tr— —eh e
et O - - ot LI
el BN Samar BNEE e by S gt -l - -

B el

(ot mopmtn o Py egpm—
-t e ot

Vo g e g
—

- p— 0 o T——§ § o

el
e L L
-

oo on b Oy v & &
0 ot e g S
ﬂ——-- b b -

. 3

Ay - —
— S

i d
e

B e

Ten

Rt et
P

e @V (e 4 ———

.
- .

s - ame —

o -

e
W P (W (T v B

S B e T o ——

el
b i W o
.

- . i o O ITT .

St s bod e it w0 e
-

s e i ojusiigy Ao

r--n-—.--‘.. ]

et

- At ¥,

-, A
A ) ) o 0 O
e

i o bt e g e domes
—_ o o b
t-\ﬂ

s MV A 601y e 4
—— O —-— O —
s b ot o e

-.l-n—-m-—--
P
[ = vt ey e v

- ol
e N et e
A

o " - ——h. - —

- o

v g -

—— A

e e o e

dia’s Model BIT — a decade later; amid changes

e -
b et . g dpic)
L R R

o .
T - - iy s dn
ey ey v - s S o b ad
-
s —
i —— g . p—d 9 ) td ke et |
vty - -

s v ot (W bt B S L y—— e ot

L 40 A ran s (b -~ e |ivwa—et o v — —-——— ot

Ca "-‘.m-n—-- e e BT b gt b
o - - A Sy & ot e -

- m—tee baa e e - . — Ay - B eIV o v p— -

prves of P L T By

] S T - - B Ll L ST -

il w4 b po— —y. e——s [

s 4 O - e
- -."4-“ b bl e s

b g ———
-t --nv---n--n-
— v AR by o
- hot | (e 4 W

o
o e e e b el -

o
1 4 et i iy
| [yl ot ssmn i
s A 20 A, T
0w pd
e S -
P ot gt b I
.

G vt B s bt o4
v -

e bt
S - .

e+ s b A i e0d Cmann

- ey Avhsen Sy b

R b e b A

—— s D ot b s

e had b vt b e
-
—— by e by O

o e e e e

it s s i s s et -

o

— P - . St | SO0 et e st ) P vl e per
~in
el et -
-—mn-—mwvn‘ s w— 4 Ao i eaorqmad e
o " :
b b - . — v ———
e g8 s ot b2 fnr By
T T - ¥ - ——— S
- - AETTRRS 1O THE KIMTox
VA B S, s 1 Ao b Tt e S T M—————— ] - AT ——— 3
—— T —— femm s o — ——— +

——— ot Ay be Snivd &

e e e
-

Sep— g ——
-

— v —— — o v =
e s . s e . [y P st ot gty
- —— » ot vy W o Ay Wt WA b bt Ay e -
. S o .t b 20 b P —
- T e et M - p—— — —— Sy
S AATreETn v - . Sw b a——at ey o e —— e —— - —— e ————
- bt bean  ——
—— e gt e g
B e —— —— —— . ag— T LD p——— ety —— v oy —
T - » = & - - Ve - » - -

E> class24

THE HINDU ¢ 3 OCT 2026

Page 6 - Editorial
U8 6-9

Articles covered from this page | R UY 3 fore U ke

India’s Model BIT | HIRd &1 HISd BIT

Daily Curiciit Allais - o ULwuuct 2uszu - IS U | iuiart CAPITSS | rmancial Express



ARTICLE 1 » ECONOMY & INTERNATIONAL LAW | IcqaeiT § AP ST

2> Class24
India’s Model BIT
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India’s Model BIT — a decade later, amid changes

Investment Treaty (BIT) comes nearly a

decade after the revised model was approved
L 2015. The Union Budget 202526 had
announced that the model would be revamped
and made more imvestor-friendly. The review
comes as both India’s weaty practice and the Jyoti Singh
mternational investment regime are changing.
The question, therefore, is not simply whether Doy and has been
India should offer investors more or less 2 legal conssétant to
protection, It is about what India has learnt from the Degactmant of
the past decade and how those lessons shold Ecancenic Afairs,
shape its new model. Govermement of India

l ndia’s eflort 1o revise its Model Bilsteral

Advucate bazed

A cautious framework

India’s 2005 Model BIT emenged from a particulsr
historical context. The White Industries Australia
Limited vs Republic of India award Q010 and
broader concerns over nvestor-state arbitration
contributed to a cautiows approach. The model
adopeed a narrower definition of investment,
carefully framed substantive protections,
regulatory exceptions and a reguirement 1o
exhaust all judicial and administrative remedies
for at least five years before commencing treaty
arbitration,

India’s position has since evolved, It has
concluded new genesation investment
agreements with the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Uzbekistan amd larsel, The Indi-UAE T
provides for a three-vear period for pursuing
local remedies rather than the fiveyeas period
under the 2005 Model. The India-Israed Bilateral
Investment Agreemsent (BIA), which entered Into
force in July 2026, similarfy provides for 3
three-year period for pursuing local remedies.
These agreements indicate greater flexibility in
India’s treaty practice since 2015

A Moded BIT is generally not i rigid template
but a starting point for negodations. It signals to
potential treaty partners the protections and
obligations a state seeks, while allowing
individual treaties to retlect the clrcumstances

India must draw
lessons from a
decade of

and prionities of the parties. investment
The new model shoald therefare provide a freaty
clear framework for India's future treary experience

Daily Current Affairs « 3 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

pegotiations, while leaving sufficient rogem for
necessary adjustments in individual agreements,
It is here that the contributions of Makane Moise
Mbengue are relevant. His scholarship teaches
that a developing state need not always be a
ruletaker under international investment Liw,
but can also be a rule-shaper through its treaty
practice, India’s revamp of its Model BIT offers a
similar opportunity.

The international context has also changed.
The Unized Natlons Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) points to a shift toward investment
facilitaton, cooperation, sustainable
development and more carefully defined Inveszor
protections, with less reliance on traditional
investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS). The
United Natlons Commisston on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) is examining reforms to
the ISDS, including a permanent tribunal and
appellate mechanism, damages and
compensation, and dispute prevention, India’s
revised Model BIT must therefore respond to a
changing Investment regime, not merely revisit
the 2015 Model.

What a new model must factor In

The new model st consider whether w include
the Maost Favoured Natlon (MFN) provision. In
most imvestment treaties entered into by India,
the MFN provision & absent, reducing the
possibility for an investor to clalm betrer
protection under other treaties. However, if the
new model includes this provision, it shoukd be
very clear about Its scope, In Emitho Agustin
Maffezini vs Kingdom of Spain, an MEN dause was
used to bypass an 18-month local-court
requirement by relying on moee favourable
dispute settlement prosisions in another treaty,
Plama Consortivem Limited v Republic of Bulgaria
rejected the importation of such provisions in the
absence of a clear treaty provision. Recent treaty
drafting akso provides examples of expressly
excluding dispute-setthement procedures from
the scope of MEN clauses, The scope of the MFN
provision should therefore be defined,
particularty in relation to dispute settiement.

Investor obligations are another aspect ol
recent Indian practioe that can help set a
foundation for the new model, Under the
India-Uzbekistan BIT, a state is expressly
permitted o assert a counterclabm agalnst an
investor or investment. The new maodel can take
a cue from this practice and Ly down investor
obligations and the circumssances in which
counterciaims can be asserted.

The provision on dispuate settlement also calls
for reassessment. The five-year requirement to
exhaust all judicial and admimstrative remedies
under the 2015 Moded could be assessed againse
the practices adopted by Indla since then, The
threeyear period for pursuing local remedies
used in the Indi-UAE and India-Israel investment
agreements shaws greater flexibdlity in Indéa’s
approach, The Model BIT may also provide for
more effective consultatson and
dispute-prevention procedures peior 1o
arbitration, which are being discussed at
UNCITRAL Woeking Group IIL

Need for precision, clarity
The substantive protections should be equally
precise. Clarity of language concemning
expropriation and fair and equitable treatiment
(FET) could help avoid confusion in
interpretation while safeguarding the right of the
state to regulate for the public good. Sustainable
development and responsible investment must
nat be keft as policy declarations, Where bndia
wishes to impose obligations an imvestors, those
obligations should be expressed In clear begal
werms. The changes need not make the new
moded uniformly more Lvourable either to
Investors or 1o states. The alm should be a model
that is clearer, more workable and better suited to
India’s position today, while allowing room for
necessary adjustments In individual treaties.
With the revised model now reportedly
linalised and awaiting Cabinet approval, the key
question will be whether its final text adequately
reflects the lessons of Ind&a's treaty experence
over the past decade while providing a coberent
framework for future negotiations.



E class24
India’s Model BIT —

A Decade Later @W%@#W
YR &1 Aisd fguelta fFa=r Gftr (BIT) - U <2 916, U e Bl oied

What is happening - Why 2015 model was strict e Newey treaties | =I€

» 2015 Model BIT being » White Industries vs » UAE (2024) & Israel (in
revised; new text reportedly India award (2011) — India force July 2026): only 3 years
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Plea in Supreme Court dubs six-stanza Vande
Mataram as a ‘divisive religious war song’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELH1

A petition in the Supreme
Court has termed the six-
stanza Vande Mataram a
“divisive religious war
song”, and said that go-
vernment orders imposing
a “sectarian prayer to par-
ticular goddesses of one
particular religion as the
National Song” violates
fundamental rights of reli-
gion; attracts criminal law;
and, basically, converts the
Indian polity from a “secu-
lar  republic” to a
“theocracy™.

The plea filed by B.D.
Borkar, a Phule-Ambedka-
rite and a member of the
Scheduled Caste Buddhist
community of Maharash-
tra, represented by jurist
and advocate Mohan Go-
pal, said that a State com-
pulsion expressed through
two successive govern-

ment orders on January 28
and Inlv O wonld lead

A tableau by the Ministry of Culture showing the verses of Vonde

Mataram during the Republic Day Parade on January 26, 2026. AN

the “unstated but undenia-
ble consequence of irrever-
sibly deepening communal
division and conflict in In-
dia by outraging the reli-
gious and spiritual feelings
of minority religions™.

Mr. Borkar argued that
the six-stanza version in-
troduced by Bankim Chan-
dra Chatterjee in his novel
Anandamath would pro-

mote enmity and conflict
hetween  different  com.

munities by advancing the
supremacy of a dominant
community. The fabric of
unity would be mutilated
forever, he said.

The plea said that for 79
years the Union and State
governments, public insti-
tutions and other groups
had peacefully played and
sung the “non-Ananda-
math” two-stanza Vande

Mataram authored by
Chatteries _in__the earlv

1870s, *“This non-theistic
song lauds the natural
beauty of Mother Earth,
describing the nation as a
landscape and pays tribute
to a non-deified mother-
land. The song was treated
in this period as the Na-
tional Song even though
not officially declared so,”
the petition said.

Song versus novel

“The novel Anandamath
was written by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee after
he had composed the two-
stanza standalone version
of Vande Mataram. It was
first published in 1881
Anandamath presents an
idea of India entirely diffe-
rent from that found in the
two-stanza  standalone
song... Anandamath is a
novel in which Hindu as-
cetics wage a holy religious
war against Muslims who
are violently killed and
destroyed as a people...

The centrenioce of Anan.

damath is a six-stanza war
song in which the Hindu
combatants pray to God-
desses Durga, Saraswati
and Lakshmi as well as the
country as a goddess for
victory over Muslims," the
petition said.

The petition sought the
court to intervene to quash
the two orders, and stop
any manner of compelling
citizens, particularly
schoolchildren, from sing-
ing or playing the six-stan-
za Vande Mataram. It said
the court could direct that
the two-stanza, standalone
version of Vande Mataram
alone be recognised, treat-
ed, performed and sung as
the National Song.

On September 22, the
top court had orally ob-
served that a democratical-
ly-elected government can-
not compel conscientious
objectors to sing or play
one or all the stanzas of

Vande Mataram under the
threatr of nenal action

Class24
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ARTICLE 2 ¢ POLITY & CULTURE | WHW CIGSSZ4

SC Plea: Only Two-Stanza
Vande Mataram as National Song Glsoyearsofmesong

U DI H FTferdT - Had gl el arel d¢ AT 81 AP i 71 S

° The petition | GTf<I®T e Its arguments | & -] e SC earlier | SC Ugd

> Filed by B.D. Borkar; » Full version invokes » 22 Sept: govt cannot
argued by Mohan Gopal Durga, Lakshmi, compel objectors to sing
gifpThdl 9.8, TRBR Saraswati T & fore are gt
» Challenges two govt orders aﬁzﬁ h Hlgl- .
(from 28 January) on the six- » Violates freedom of > Echoes Bijoe
stanza version ’ B | Emmanuel case (1986) —
BE ¢ dd ST re |g|ﬁofn secularism right to silence
» Asks: no compulsion on ﬁ“ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂﬁw
citizens, esp. schoolchildren > For 79 years only the
areadr 9 8l two-stanza version was
sung

\ J \_ o a J \ J
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ARTICLE 2 ¢ POLITY & CULTURE | RTSIqa®IT § T¥pfd Class?24

Plea on Vande Mataram — in depth (1/2)
d¢ HIaRH aTfaeT — faar ¥ (1/2)

°Songfacts | Masaa Al GConstitution | dfaem= ﬁ

- _ 3:?12 Mataram National Anthem & Flag
Author ~ Bankim Chandra . . (song not named)
=R Chatterjee Status National National c
b H Tig IeIaTe et Anthem  Song 51A(a) Hcl P

ed 2025) Adopte 24 Jan 24 Jan 1950 conscience & religion
AT 1875 d 1950 (equal
Novel Anandamath (1882) STO-TT honour) 3":1%3 25

) Law Ergfventlo NoO statute > AI"[ 19(1)(3.) inCIUdeS
:ers]; .. 1896 Calcutta — by T Insults %ﬁw right to remain silent
INC 1 agore Act, 1971 19(1)(a)
Ugdl IR

\ J . J . J
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Plea on Vande Mataram — in depth (2/2)
d¢ HIaRH aTfaeT — faaR ¥ (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

G Journey of the song | fa &t g
» Became a rallying cry in
the Swadeshi movement
(1905)

1875 1882 1896 1950 E%'\’ﬂ' m

» Rajendra Prasad
Written In Anandamath Sung at INC National Song announced its status on 24
i TR A TG Jan 1950
SIS UHTG D1 Ayl

\ J \ J
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ARTICLE 4 + GEOGRAPHY & SECURITY | el  JR&MT

28 Places in Ladakh Named

AERG & 28 AT
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India standardises names
of 28 places in Ladakh

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Government of India,
in consultation with the
Union Territory adminis-
tration of Ladakh, has
identified 28 places and ge-
ographical features in the
region by standardised
names on the official Sur-
vey of India (Sol) map.

The government said
the formal identification
on the map was aimed at
ensuring accurate recogni-
tion and creating greater
awareness among the pu-
blic. The latest notification
comes days after India
standardised the names of
places in Arunachal Pra-
desh amid cartographic ag-
gression by China.

The list in Ladakh in-
cludes 11 peaks, five moun-
tains, six land areas, two
glaciers, two passes, one
valley, one river, one lake
and ane ather water hadu

Centre says formal
identification on map
is aimed at ensuring
accurate recognition
and creating greater
awareness among
the public

Among the peaks identi-
fied are Atisha Giri, Kanish-
ka Peak, Martand Giri, Zo-
rawar Peak, Rinchen
Zangpo, Sakyasri Giri, Mar-
pa Lotsava Ri, Milarepa
Kangri, Shiva Ri, and Ma-
heshvara Ri. The list also
includes Karun Pir, Drak
Karpo and Jolmori as
mountains.

The government has
identified Brangsa, Kuksel,
Dehra Compass, Gogra,
Kumarayana Point, Pan-
glung, and Shamal Lungpa
as land areas. Parpik and
Skamri Glacier have been
classified as glaciers, while
(Chanchingal  Pace  and

Shachmirk Pass have been
identified as passes.

Other features on the
list include Shkorga Valley,
Yangpa River, Guru Rin-
poche, which has been
identified as a lake, and
Hot Spring, classified as a
water body.

The government said
the map of Ladakh, incor-
porating the additional
places and geographical
features, can be viewed on
the Survey of India
website.

Since April 2020, the
Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) has
amassed a large number of
troops and armaments in
eastern Ladakh and other
areas along the 3,488-km-
long LAC. The PLA moved
into Indian territory and
built fortified structures
and defences, in an at-
tempt to permanently alter

the status quo on the
oronmnd

Class24
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India Standardises Names of
Survey of India map

28 Places In Ladakh e’”ﬁ?"ﬁ‘””’
YR A Id 3P SfSTT AHET TR dERT & 28 RITHI & HF® ATH a9 by

WIRETL IS lisieen M= Some names aH @ Why now | 31t =i
o 9 : l

( 11 5 1 6 » Peaks: Atisha Girl, » Answer to China’s
. Kanishka Peak, Zorawar cartographic aggression
Peaks Mountain ;raer;ds Peak, Milarepa Kangri N9 & qERE STHTaHT
add Y-8 ifea
» Land areas: Gogra, Kuksel > Came days after names
Dehra Compéss gra, ’ In Arunachal
2 2 1 each Y-& 3BT & ST
Glaciers Pa;;es Valley, » Lake: Guru Rinpoche: > PLA build-up In eastern
EURE rg%’ 'l-la;cilg[e Skamri Glacier Ladakh since Aprll 2020
ae e 7 fgre 2020 Y TG
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ARTICLE 4 » GEOGRAPHY & SECURITY | FTIel d JR&fT

28 Places in Ladakh Named — in depth (1/2)

TERT & 28 A — faR | (1/2)

° Names honour hlstory

Name Who
| GaC

General Zorawar
Zorawar

Singh (\Dogra%_g
Peak SR SIRTAR
Kanishka Kushan emperor
Peak HYIUT JHIC
Atisha Bu_ddhlst teacher
- Atisha
Girl e sifersr

Milarepa Tibetan yogi-poet
Kangri qd

.

J

.

LAC basics
LAC 1 J& a1d

» LAC length: 3,488 km
oS 3,488 et

» Sectors: Western
(Ladakh), Middle,
Eastern

ufsredt, wem, qdi

> Friction points: Galwan,
Gogra, Depsang,
Pangong

faarfed fog

Class24

Who names places

o

» Survey of India (1767)
— oldest scientific dept

YR Td&IT (1767)

» Under Dept of Science
& Technology

DST o 37efi9
» HQ: Dehradun

AT GgRTg

9 DI a9 BT 8
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ARTICLE 4 » GEOGRAPHY & SECURITY | FTIel d JR&fT

28 Places in Ladakh Named — in depth (2/2)

TERT & 28 A — fRAR | (2/2)

G Name game on the border | HHT TR ATHHOT

China India rejects India names
renames YR SRATBR YR & ¥
U9 & A1
Arunachal places “Integral part” Arunachal,
3BT T 3T Ladakh
31U, dg g

0-0-0-

.

O

Official map

P EAIEET
AFRE

Sol website

dege
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Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» Ladakh became a UT
on 31 Oct 2019

31 3(GEaR 2019 DI UT

» China calls Aksai Chin
part of Xinjiang

TS o IR i+t gran
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ARTICLE 5 « ECONOMY — PAYMENTS & ENERGY | SrdaaRT

UPI & GOBARdhan
UPI 9 MY

GOBARdhan eyes
10-fold increase in
CBG output: Puri

NEW DEL

The WITNcore GO
BARdhan scheme aims to
drive 2 10-60ld increase
compeessed hlogas (CBGC)
producton, sive  mce
than T40000 crore in fuel
npets, add tver 275,000
crore o GOI' and create
meoee than 15 lakh jobs, as
the governenent secks w
wmn agrculuesl and or
gank waste Imo 4 new
souroe of domestic eoengy.

Spesking a1 the formsal
lnmch of the schweme, O
Mineter Hardeep Singh
Purt said the scheme peo-
wides caplital assstance as
wed s guaranteed offtake
of the revseveable fued made
In processing  organic
wante wach @ sgiriculivenl
residoe, animal dung. food
waste and ocher bomaess.

Capal  suppost l£Iu£
Quaranieed offtake Is Mely
0 Ut CEG (essennlally
methane rich  gas)  from
current 0.4 million stan
dard cubiic metre per day
10 44 mmscmd, he said,
hoping this would help in
achieving the tange of rais
g share of atural g -
cleanerbuming,  lower
palkeion teel - In energy
basket 1o 15% by 2000 trom
the cuerent 675

Replace fossil foel

The seheme = designed m
replace about 10 million
tonne of S foel wah
clean g, pocentally cur
ting mare thun 40 millin
tonne of COX sk

\
§ Pechmmvey for 3l CHG stabem
e v

‘8

Fues Laonches e COBAN by
SCherne, At Blovan Windapan,
i Maw OulhL i v b

Ny, Puri said the pro-
wrameoe would belp turn
farmers from “Annackstas
w also  bheing  the
Urjacamas”.

The scheme  provides
cHpitd assistance of up o
T30 crove per CHG progect
acruss the two eligible cap-
Ral-suppoct  compemenes.
For greensield places, assis-
tance Is set a €125 crose
per tonne per day {TPO) of
elighle  CBG  capaciny.
Browntekd projecss can re
OV suppart at S06s of the
applicalide grevnlicdd rane
for  additiomal  capacity
created through fresh in-
vestment

PMlant upgrades

Exiszing hiogss plamts up
gradod o make CRG can
e TOA0 Croney TID, sulb
pct o g Scrore progect
celing. To make CHG pro-
yecrs comumercially viable,
the Centre & offering pro
ducers assured offtake of
up 0 100% elgible curpus
AL M ainistenad poice of

while prodecing arosed
250 milliom tonne of ocgm
3 manure for farmers
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fon veraus T mifiona in
Augned. NICL e inelahe
of the KIS and the ndian
Bunks' Asscclation, & an
smbreldla ongameaton for
(Gl payTents ded setile.
ment systems 1 Indi,
s LPH e for b thime
ayments between peers
o merchanty’ v whik
makiog praactirses,

2> Class24

26



ARTICLE 5 « ECONOMY — PAYMENTS & ENERGY | SrdaaRT

UPI Volume Jumps 27%;

GOBARdhan Eyes 10x Biogas
gl BHTEI H UPI G 27% 9T 145 3RE; MaU JISHT A CBG IWTG 10 AT B4 BT A&7

Loe

° UPlin H1 FY27 | UPI
3THS

145 bn I1/7/7 L cr
Transactions Value (+20%)
(+27%) H
24.07 bn 802 mn
September Per day in Sept
volume
GEN

J
J

GOBARdhan scheme

\f

MY gISHT

» Outlay ¥23,731 crore
Oy 23,731 HIS

» CBG: 0.4 — 4-6
mmscmd (10x)

10 AT 3dicA
» Guaranteed purchase

at ¥2,110/mmBtu
(~%98/kQ)

gfiféa el

.
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H1 FY27

gl SHTET

Gains expected
3Afera ey

» Save T40,000 cr in fuel
imports
HIATd ddd

» 1.5 lakh jobs; cut 40 Mt

CO,
1.5 9 AR

» Farmers: from Annadata
to Urjadata

ATl A SHoligraT

.
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UPI & GOBARdhan — in depth (1/2)

UPI d MR — faaR & (1/2)
UPI & NPCI basics . e What is CBG? | CBG T 0
UPI @ NPCI L 2

Class24

e Gas target | T @&d D

.

» UPI launched 2016 by
NPCI

2016 § =

» NPCI (2008): set up by
RBI & IBA; not-for-profit
RBI d IBA gIRT

» Also runs RuPay, IMPS,
FASTag (NETC), AePS
31 Hdu

» New MDR on high-value
merchant payments soon

TR Yo

J

» Biogas purified to >90%
methane

90%+ U

» From cattle dung,

crop residue, food
waste

MR, TRTC, HaR]

» Same use as CNG,; by-
product: organic manure

sifds @rg

. J

» Raise natural gas in
energy mix: 6-7% — 15%
by 2030

2030 d 15%

» Earlier scheme: SATAT
(2018) for CBG plants
SATAT TSI

» Capital aid up to %30
crore per plant

330 PRIS dP erdd]
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UPI & GOBARdhan — in depth (2/2)
UPI 9 TiaRYA — faaR & (2/2)

G Waste to wealth | FAN A B

©Q-0-0- Q

Dung & CBG plant CBG fuel Manure
residue 994 'EFr lq
MaR g URTel
From farms Digestion Vehicles, cooking Back to soil
Tdi ¥ s argH, WIS wadr o

.
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Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

» GOBAR-dhan =
Galvanizing Organic Bio-
Agro Resources

Ul A1H
» UPI is now live in
Singapore, UAE, France,
Bhutan & more

fac=n H uPl

Daily Current Affairs « 3 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

29



LA LARY -n
AT et 37000 Rkt o womindiod LR rine ovses Exmg orises with
e Tt g wiodone thibs yesn UN 106 iver maistencnce and pars

Russian strikes snarl traffic on Kyiv
bridges in a new disruption tactic

B wrtad tn s et o s Bar 0 il Sy 1 e o b i poed A 2 P N0 v
1o ot e e M b R mevomast w e (rtad etee vrgvedh bomi o LS. bals Rekar. smd farpe

Scale of war recovery bevond
state’s capacity: Lebanon PM

" e

World

WA Ty P

PR arests US gar omplverfon IS saas i didat ok FIsd Tovwer
T g 00 sagpon Vessend Fhosthis’ 10 remon e women omphos s

MONS agree o release
nillion barrels of oil

Uy 12 - fay

Novth Korea
calls Seoul
Uespleable

Netanvahuwarns — Pakistan govt. in talks with Imran Khan’s  Taiwan receives two
of ‘heavy price’over  Opposition party as protest threat looms  US. F-I6Vs and awaits

flvdubai incident

————

DClIIy “uticlit Allans -

———

Y ULLUUCIT VULV

additonal fighter jets

LTS THHUU | Huiall CAPITDD | rmancial EXpreSS

THE HINDU ¢ 3 OCT 2026

Page 12 - World

G G7 oil release | G7 d@ fefte

2> Class24

Articles covered from this page | 9 U¥ 3 fore U ke

30



ARTICLE 6 * INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY — ENERGY | 3{aRRTPIT SHeif

G7 Oll Release

G7 ad Refie
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(G7 nations agree to release
100 million barrels of oil

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

The Group of Seven indus-
trial nations said on Friday
that they plan to release
100 million barrels of oil
and fuel products in the
coming weeks, starting
with “substantial”
amounts of diesel after the
fuel recently hit record
high prices in the United
States.

President Donald
Trump said the diesel re-
lease would happen “im-
mediately,” while a G7
statement promised a
“front-loaded substantial
release” of diesel within
the next 20 days.

Mr. Trump and his Re-
publican Party face pres-
sure to address surging
prices ahead of the Novem-
ber 3 midterm elections,
and Mr. Trump announced

tha nntine an Deidas: an on

Emmanuel Macron

cial media. The President’s
approval ratings on the
economy hit a new low, ac-
cording to an AP-NORC
poll, as the Iran war and
his trade battles have in-
creased U.S. prices for oil
and other goods.

Record high

Fuel prices in the U.S. and
abroad have soared during
the eight-month-long war,
a cost Mr. Trump has re-
peatedly said is worth it for

sanling coea Tenn daacc mar

obtain nuclear weapons,
The national average for a
gallon of diesel in the U.S.
was $6.37 on Friday, ac-
cording to AAA, after hit-
ting a record $6.52 on Sep-
tember 22.

France holds the rotat-
ing presidency of the G7
group and made the an-
nouncement in a state-
ment released after video-
conference talks that Mr.
Macron presided over. The
International Energy Agen-
cy will coordinate the ef-
fort to combat soaring fuel
prices.

“We will implement our
commitments with a coor-
dinated release through
the IEA of 100 million bar-
rels (MB) to begin imme-
diately over 4 months, in-
cluding a front-loaded
substantial diesel release
within the first 20 days by
G7 members and partn-

e tha ctatanmant cnid
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G7 to Release 100 Million

Barrels of Oll
G7 X SY Bl Tl BIHdI IR TMH & forw 10 NS A dd FRI B3

.

» 100 million barrels
over 4 months

498 T 10 BUS I

» Front-loaded diesel In
first 20 days

q@ﬁzoﬁ?@ﬁw

» Coordinated by the IEA
IEA ¢IR[ HHd]

J

\_

> lran war (8 months)
pushed fuel prices up

ERE K o

» US diesel record
$6. 52/ga||on (22 Sept)
RObIS Ohll-ld

» US midterm polls on 3
Nov

3R TeaTdid gHTd

Class24

Via IEA
IEA & qregH

» France holds G7
presidency (2026)

3{ege] i

» Announced after video
talks chaired by Macron

Ahl Bt e

@ reoccision | Pl o | @ why | ~ B @ who leads | A7 -
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G7 Oil Release — in depth (1/2)

G7 ad el — IR & (172)

» US, UK, France,

Germany, Italy, Japan,
Canada

7%

» EU attends as a “non-
enumerated” member

EU Yt UrTAdT ©

» |India attends as an
outreach invitee

HRd HHEd

.

J

° G7 members | G7 X @ e :Eﬁgﬁsj{?a’rﬁ

.

¥

» Founded 1974 after the
oll shock; HQ Paris

1974, IRy

» Members keep 90 days
of net oil imports

90 faq &1 HeR

» India: Association
country (not full member)

YRd 9gaift o
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India’s SPR | HIRd I
SPR

Site State
JYTH Y

Visakhap Andhra Pradesh
atnam

Mangalur
u

Padur

Run by
NEIGE]

Karnataka
Karnataka

ISPRL (~5.33 MT)

=
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G7 Oil Release — in depth (2/2)
G7 da et — faaR 4 (2/2)

G How a stock release cools prices | H’ﬂ'ﬂﬁa’_\ﬁﬂz?ﬁ% ih Lnﬁsg%owia i
» India imports ~85% of
Its crude
85% 3HIYId
War / supply Prlces soar Reserves out Prices ease
cut HSR SRY T8 » Lower crude = lower
g import bill & inflation
Less oll Diesel record 100 mn barrels Short-term S TS
— N v 3 HH AUl dcf d He S
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‘Syrian officials, Hezbollah held secret
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Hegseth creates a
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China’s Air Base in Laos

13 & A e 99

China opens first overseas air base
in Laos, widening military footprint

Agence France-Presse
BANGKOK

When China opened its
first overseas air force base
this week, a joint facility in
isolated Laos, it was send-
ing a signal - its foreign
military foothold is set to
grow, analysts said.

Beijing has long sought
to increase its influence
across Asia-Pacific, com-
peting with Washington
and its allies over crucial
shipping routes and under-
sea resource exploration,
including in the disputed
South China Sea.

Under leader Xi Jinping,
the world’s second-largest
economy has sought to
modernise its military,
ramping up defence
spending and pressure on
Taiwan, which it claims.

A satellite image shows construction of an airport in Ban Keun, Laos,
where China opened a military support and training centre. REUTERS

Until now, installations
abroad were primarily na-
val bases. The Joint Flight
Training and Support
Centre in Laos is the “first
air force base that China
has abroad”, said Joshua
Kurlantzick, a Southeast
Asia expert at the Council
on Foreign Relations.

He told AFP that more

Daily Current Affairs « 3 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

will likely be established,
in the region and in other
nations friendly to China,
as it experiments with how
to run an air base beyond
its borders.

China is “not building
one base in Laos and stop-
ping”, he said.

The two communist na-
tions said the centre at Ban

Keun airfield, north of the
Laotian capital Vientiane,
was aimed at training Lao-
tian air force pilots.

China’s Defence Minis-
try added that the site
would be “maintained for
normal operations by both
sides” and did not target
any third party.

Security researcher Col-
lin Koh said that China -
Laos’s largest creditor -
was “trying to showcase
that it is able to extend it-
self in defence diploma-
cy”, at least with “amena-
ble countries”.

Training Laotian pilots
will require China to put
military assets there -
whether modest transport
aircraft or modern fighter
jets. “From training then
you have a [Chinese] mili-
tary presence,” he said.

Class24
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China Opens First Overseas

Alr Base in Laos
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Ban Keun airfield
JI7 F3T

A1 7 1M H SruAT yge fagRit arga= St Wien - §-9 ugd @1 fawR

» Joint Flight Training &
Support Centre

e TfRTef B

» At Ban Keun, north of
capital Vientiane

fagafaaE & 3™

» Official aim: train Laotian
pilots
T3 UrIAC] T TiRTeqor

.

J

\_

» China’s first overseas
air force base

ggdr fageit arg 3r3T

» Earlier only naval bases
abroad

Jgd Bhad =&
» Experts: more will
follow

3R §

G The base | gl e Why it matters | H8d A\ e Chln%s&iﬁrage

» China is Laos’s largest
creditor

9 T8 BUIGHT

» Laos—China Railway
(2021) under BRI

BRI ¥d
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China’s Air Base in Laos — in depth (1/2)
e d It TR 99 — faaR & (172)

.

Place
YT

Djibouti
(2017)

Ream,
Cambod
1a

Ban
Keun,
Laos
(2026)

Type
'Ky

First overseas naval
base
Ugdl A%

Naval base

First air base
Ugdl a1

J

.

» Only landlocked
country of Southeast Asia

THIH RS

» Borders China,

Vietnam, Cambodia,

Thailand, Myanmar
5

» Mekong river; member
of ASEAN

HABTT, TR
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gﬁ*l_i[”ngaseiébroad ) e Laos facts | QTS d [ 6 For India | HRa & forg @

» String of Pearls

concern grows
Hifat & |re

» Counter: Act East, ties

with Vietnam,

Philippines

UFR 3¢

» Mekong—-Ganga
Cooperation includes
Laos

Daily Current Affairs « 3 October 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

38



ARTICLE 7 * INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS — SECURITY | 3{eRRTSIT & Class24

China’s Air Base in Laos — in depth (2/2)
a1 d It TR 99 — faaR & (272)

Did you know?

G From training to presence | ufRreor 9 IufRAfa %

» Laos is the most
bombed country per
person in history (US,

T 3T AT 82

Loans Infrastructure Tralnmg base Military 1964-73)
BT S[AIRTAT wiRraror footprint
&g SurRAR gl?l‘erm T qalided qHaR]
Largest creditor Rail, roads Pilots Aircraft based > i i i -
T v e S Capital \_/|ent|ane,
currency kip
qer fbu
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Asian Games: Golden Friday
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India women baulk Chinese pressure to corner glory

The players end a 44-year wait for gold even as they punch their tickets to the 2028 LA Olympics, following a defensive masterclass led by Savita under the post to protect Lalremsiami’s brilliant goal

ASIAN GAMES

Uthra Ganesan
NAGOYA

orty four years.
F That's how long In-

dian women's hock-
ey has waited for this mo-
ment. Winning the Asian
Games, defeating China 1-0
in the final on Friday, was
the final box ticked for the
year by a group that bears
no resemblance to the one
that started 2026.

The final against the de-
fending champion, a team
the Indians have not bea-
ten in the last two years,
was never expected to be
easy and for many, it would
have been downright im-
probable to think of a victo-
ry. The opponent was, after
all, also the current Olym-
pic silver medallist.

The Gifu Prefectural

in the middle of nowhere.
There is a grand total of
one road leading up to it
and India’s final hustle for
the gold and a spot at the
LA Olympics was off to the
worst start possible, de-
laved by an accident en
route that forced the match
to be pushed back by an
hour.

Once they reached the
ground and play started,
though, there was little to
suggest the extended wait
had any effect on either
team. Physically, the Chi-
nese are taller, stronger,
more imposing. With the
stick and the ball, the In-
dians were niftier.

Most importantly, the at-
titude screamed. There
was none of the pulling
back hesitation of old.
Sakshi Rana, Lalremsiami
and Navneet Kaur were up
front and in the Chinese
circle at every opportunity.

See you in LA! India emerged as the new continental giant and also booked its place in the Summer Games. RY. MOORTHY

in the 10th minute when
Sakshi put the ball through
i}nd Lalremsiami, in‘ one

ball into the net for a 1-0
lead. There would be no
c_har_lge _in _the _sc_orel@ne qll
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next 50 minutes, it was a
defensive masterclass from
Savita & Co. The former

proved why there is still no
replacement for her even
after 15 years of national

Medals table
VY Y
») S
1 China | 162 8173|316
2 Japan | 72 83 85 240
South
Alow |BB[8|3
4| VThel- | o0 23| 22| 65

stan
5 India 16 25 35|76

stood tall as everything was
blocked, cleared, and tack-
led with discipline. There
were five penalty corners
conceded and a stroke too,
but nothing worked for
China as Shilpi Dabas, Bal-
jeet Singh and Ishika threw
themselves at everything.
A goalmouth melee re-
sulted in a penalty stroke
for China in the 23rd mi-
nute but there was no get-
ting past Savita on this day,
diving correctly to her left

changed the momentum,
the Indians suddenly be-
lieving it was their day.

To China’s credit, there
was no breakdown. Its sys-
tem held till the very end.
But there was only so much
a system, as perfect as it
may be, could do against a
group of women willing to
put their bodies on the line
and fighting for every inch
of and on the turf.

Five years ago, another
Indian team had held off an
Australian side for 38 mi-
nutes with a single goal
lead.

That famous win took
India to the Olympic semifi-
nals for the first time ever,
Seven from that group
were on the pitch on Fri-
day. Along with a younger
and bolder bunch, they
scripted @  memorable
triumph,

The result (final): China 0 lost
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Lovlina, Parveen and Ankush
make it a hat-trick of golds

Uthrea Ganesan

NACHA

Lontima  cegohain, Mar-
ween Hooda and Ankush
Paesghal wos wir respe
tve bouts 0 cloch theee
pobd and take India to the
wp of boxing medad tally =
the Asin Games hwrw on
Fricy.

Lovies  began  the
change with 3 goldem pre-
soed o beowll and e
Country on ber 29ch birth
dayy, domsiting across all
thewe ounds against Chi-
a0y teiging Asban clam-
plon Ziyi Bao o the T5kg
fora 50 win

Lordhna became only the
sevoul ladian woman boax-
o 30 win an Asien Games
pold, after Mary Kom, e
she was not 10 be the only
one a this editios. “There
wass a thme wher | thogie
of gving up boodeg tux
then decided against it To-
dawy it feeds surreal to win o
okl hovw, Betng compuared
10 & logenid Bee Mary Kom
is a motivagion and 1 oever
thomght 1would gift myset
s the coumery s pold, this
une's wiry pocial,” Lovties
sald.

Parveen completed ber
own redemption arc with o
32 viowey sgain Paris
Olympk beoree medallis
and cumest Astan cham-
phom Chen Neesrchin of Tal-
wies in the 65hy final

Having won bronae S
tme around only 1o see &
taken away due 50 3 whe
oowbouts  chese  failue
hass, Parvevn's gokl was 4
vindicioa of both her
mental aond plvysical temac
Ity

Askapdt's 40 riumph
over Korea's Kiee Minseong
I the S0kg capped & fruk-
ful outing for the boxmg
contingest s fnidesd
with three gobd sl 25 nu
ny bronze.

™ &

Daily Current Affairs « 3 October 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

N et ghevers be guid: Laving, Mavern and Ardand ermeres
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LRRIERCE)

Plucky Indian trio breaks Korea's
hegemony in recurve team event

Uthra Gunesian
NAGOYA

Kumkum Mohod  pulled
back the siring, stood still
and released the amow. It
landed inside the circle for
10 points but while the In
dian supporters erupted in
Jow, the archers themselves
were restrained, waiting
for an official
confirmation.

That confirmation not
omly ended one of the kin-
gest Asian Games winning
streaks but also erched the
names of Kumkum, Kirti
and Ankita Bhakat torever
In the annals of archery
history by winning India's
first-ever recurve team
#old 53 against Korea at
the Okazakl Chuo Sogo
Park Multipurpose Square
here on Frday.

This was Korea's first de-
fieat in the event since 1998
as  lee  Yunji, Kang
Chaeyoung and Oh Yejin
came up short in thelr bid
for an eighth straight Asian
Games gold. Korea and In-
dia scored identical 54 and
56 points each i the first
WO Se1s 1o be thed 22

Turning point
The third set changed eve-
rything. Korea started the
set and clearfy the pressure
g0t 1o it Yunji shot a cou-
ple of eights while the oth-
er two shot one apicce for
Kovea to toral 51, its lowest
all week,

In reply, Kirti and Kum

kum shot a 10 each and an
eight and a nine respective-
by, Ankita had two nines
and the team totalled 55 w0
take the set and Jead 42,

Thereaftes, it was only a
matter of staying leveld, In
the fourth and final set,
Kirti started with an eight
but ir carrbed an asterisk,
to be confirmed kater,

Kumkum's final 10 was
followed by a doser look
by the judges. An eight
wauld take the match into
shoot-off; it was adfudicat-
od a nine and it was all
over,

The gold only burnshed
the trio’s reputation after it
had already made history
by reaching the final for
the first time with a3 51 vic-
tory against China, win-
ning the first two sets east-
v for a 4-0 lead betore
sharing points in the third.

Minutes later, Kumkum
paired up with Dhiraj Bom-
madevara o come from
behind and defeat japan
53 i the semifinals of the
mixed event after the host
had taken lead In the first
set,

However, a couple of
eights In the second set
hurt India’s chances in the
final sgainst Chine, having
to end with a silver (3.5
Dhiraj also wan silver with
the men's team of Neeraj
Chauhan and Yashdeep
Bhoge, going down 1-5 to
Kores in the lmal alter a
dominant 60 victory
against tran in the last four.
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Into the record books: Kumium, Askita and Kirt on top of the
podiken aftor a remarkable show. AtuTEns

Overjoyed: Ksmikum and D celebeate their mised team silver
meclsl Tish, REUTERS

Mappy times: Dhiraj, Yashdeep and Neeas linished with the men's
1R sitver 7M1
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Golden Friday: Women’s Hockey,
3 Boxing & Recurve Golds

Afgan gim!, Gadbarel | 3 3R dRgrelt Red &a A Tl - 6 Wl &1 feA

° Women’s hockey | 'FI'%FIT =

» Beat China 1-0 in final;
goal by Lalremsiami

oD B 1-0 T ST

» Gold after 44 years (last:
1982)

44 99 91

» Qualified for LA 2028
Olympics; Savita saved a
stroke

LA 2028 &1 fchc

J

e Boxing hat-trick

» Lovlina Borgohain —
75 kg (on her birthday)

» Parveen Hooda — 65

kg
URdI gST
> Ankush Panghal — 80

kg . .
3T THTe

\_

Class24

e Arphe.rﬁhistory

» First-ever recurve team
gold — beat Korea 5-3

ugdl Ned v quf

» Kumkum Mohod, Kirti,
Ankita Bhakat

» Ended Korea’s run since
1998

DI BT Iod ¢l
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Asian Games: Golden Friday — in depth (1/2)

Ui @9 — SRR A (172)

° Women’s hockey golds @

Year Host
a¥ AT

1982 :IN‘EW Delhi
2026 A|ch|-!\la oya

.

J

.

» Lovlina: only 2nd

Indian woman boxer with

Asiad gold after Mary
Kom

W B1H & g
> Lovlina won Olympic
bronze at Tokyo 2020

3diUd B

» Boxing: 3 gold + 3
bronze —

Ta9Y U=

India’s best ever

Class24

e Boxing faCtS % e More medals | 3R USH H

» Recurve mixed team
silver (Kumkum-Dhiraj)

e IoTd

» Recurve men’s team
silver (Dhiraj, Neeraj,
Yashdeep)

oy Iuld

» Wrestling: Sujeet gold
(65 kg)
Pl ¥qut
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Asian Games: Golden Friday — in depth (2/2)
TR 9d — fAwrR 9 (2/2)

Did you know?

G How the hockey final was won | WISd B Sildr ina

T 3T T 82
» Recurve = Olympic
bow; compound uses
Delayed start 10th minute Defence Gold + LA puw”eys 3ﬁ?|fﬁ$
y inu 0 .
10aT firFe & 2028 I
i » Savita has served India
Road accident Lalremsiami goal 5 PCs + stroke 44-year wait ends in goal for 15 years
saved AVIR WH '\qﬁm a'Ef
CEIC - 15
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Great Indian Bustard Rewilding
MSIGUT $ aTgA!

» TWO MALE CHICKS, AGED FOUR TO SIX MONTHS OLD, LIKELY TO BE RELEASED IN EXISTING ENCLOSURES IN DESERT NATIONAL PARK, JAISALMER

For the first time, captive-bred Great Indian Bustard will set footin the wild

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, October 2

CONSERVATION OF the criti-
cally endangered Great Indian
Bustard (GIB) birds, which
number about 140 in the wild,
will enter a critical phase this
weekend with at least two cap-
tive-bred GIB chicks slated for
a pilot wild release in enclo-
sures within the Desert Na-
tional Park (DNP} in Jaisalmer,
The Indian Express has learnt.
The pilot release will see the
official commencement of the
‘rewilding’ phase of Project GIB,

which is under implementa-
tion since 2013 for the long-
term recovery of the flagship
species of the Thar landscape,

According tothose aware of
developments, Union Environ-
ment Minister, Bhupender
Yadav, and Rajas-
than Chief Minister,
Bhajan Lal Sharma,
are likely to preside
over the pllot release event,
which isexpectedrobe held on
October 4. Alreacly, afew chicks
have been released at an aviary
in Sam for soft release, away
from humans, to prepare them

PAGE1
| anchor

for the rewilding process.
“Two male chicks, aged four
to six months old, are likely to
be released in existing enclo-
sures within the Desert Na-
tional Park, These birds will be
radie-tagged to monitor their
movement and be-
haviour,” said KC A
Arun Prasad, Chief
Wildlife Warden, Ra-
jasthan Forest Department.
The GIB, akeystone species
of arid and semi-arid open
natural ecosystems, has been
on the brink of extinction with
its wild population hoveringin

| e

Newly hatched GIB chicks at the National Bustard Conservation
Breeding Centre in Jaisalmer. proECT Gi ANNUAL REFORT 20425
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Thetimingof the pilot
release in Desert National
Park (DNP) in Jaisalmer has
been scheduled with the end
of monsoonasthe insect
load in the grasslands will
aid feeding of the GreatIn-
dian Bustard chicks. The
GIB has a slow reproduction
rate, laying eggs once every
one-two years,

Class24

the range of 120-150 for many
years. According to latest popu-
lation estimates, the largest
population, 130(+/-20)isin Ra-
jasthan with about 5-6 individ-
uals across Gujarat, Maharash-
traand Karnataka.

They have faced threats
ranging from habitat Joss,
poaching, and depredation of
individuals and GIB eggs by
predators. More recently, mor-
tality due to collisions with
power lineserected to evacuate
power from renewable energy
projects have posed a threat,

The Supreme Court has or-

dered that renewable energy
project power lines situated in
areas outside the DNP have to
be buried underground by De-
cember 2027,
TheGIBchickstobe releasexd
inthe wild were bred and raised
in captivityunder the ‘conserva-
tion breeding’ phase of Project
GIB. To insure against their low
wild population, at least 98 Bus-
tardshave been bred in captivity
atthe Wikdlife Institute of India's
(WII) conservation breeding
centres at Sam and Ramdevra,
inJalsalmer.
*CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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| ARTICLE 5 - ENVIRONMENT - CONSERVATION | Jafeamr-3Ren
Captive-Bred Great Indian Bustard

to Set Foot in the Wild
Ugdll IR HYd-s1S MSTaul (GIB) P ST | BIST ST — SWc AR UTh, SHTaR

° The release | ﬁ?’l’é ’

» 2 male chicks (4-6
months old)

2 R gl

» |In enclosures inside
Desert National Park,
Jaisalmer

V¢ AXHd T

» Will be radio-tagged

e &

.

J

\_

~140 13020
Left in the wild In Rajasthan
ST | NERIE]
08+ 1-2 yrs
Bred in captivity Lays one egg
every
ST

Class24

Pilot on 4 Oct
4 S[Fqv

» Running since 2013
2013 ¥

» Breeding centres at
Sam & Ramdevra (WII)

TH g IHCaRT

» Now enters the
rewilding phase

qHd=gH 0T AT

Critically endangered _ ..
TR Sweued A e Project GIB | UISIae GIB 282
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Great Indian Bustard Rewilding — in depth (1/2)
MSTaur &t IRt — faaR & (1/2)

° Threats | d¥ 4 e Status | fRufa 1] G%quy the timing | 31 K
» Power-line collisions » End of monsoon =
(solar/wind projects) — &l plenty of insects in

biggest killer ucn  fitically Endangered grasslands
U Y TUR b 8 q7
WPA Schedule |
> Habitat loss, poaching, LI ST » GIB is a flagship of
egg predators CMS Appendix | grassland ecosystems
RIGIE g‘[ﬁ Sitrage Rajasthan I & ﬁa:ﬁ AR GG

» SC: lines outside DNP
to go underground by
Dec 2027

YA T

\ J . J . J
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Great Indian Bustard Rewilding — in depth (2/2)
MSTaur &1 aail — faR & (2/2)

Did you know?

ﬂ From egg to wild | 3i€ d STd & ey
» Local name: Godawan
RITHIT A1 MSTaul
Egg collected Breeding Soft release Wild > One of the heaviest
3T centre Hive feefter STl flying birds in the world
n\ o .
TSI % &Y YR I ara ufer
From wild Sam, Ramdevra Aviary Radio-tagged f[
ST Iq GI| =l

.
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | u%ﬁmm%ﬁ%

G

SSC Selection Post Phase Xlll (Graduate Level)

Exam date: 29 Aug 2025 (Shift 1) « Topic: Great Indian Bustard
Consider the following statements regarding
the GIB (Great Indian Bustard): 1. It is listed as
Critically Endangered under the IUCN Red List.
2. Itis found in the grasslands of Gujarat,
Maharashtra, and Rajasthan. 3. The species is
protected under Schedule Il of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.

(a) Only 1 and 2 are correct
(b) Only 2 and 3 are correct
(c) Only 1 and 3 are correct
(d) All 1, 2 and 3 are correct

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2017 (GS Paper 1)
Exam date: 18 June 2017 < Topic: UPI

Consider the following statements: 1. National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) helps in
promoting the financial inclusion in the
country. 2. NPCI has launched RuPay, a card
payment scheme. Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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PYQ ANSWERS | fUsd auf & Uy - S

Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

G

SSC Selection Post Phase Xlll (Graduate Level)

Exam date: 29 Aug 2025 (Shift 1) « Topic: Great Indian Bustard

Consider the following statements regarding the GIB
(Great Indian Bustard): 1. It is listed as Critically
Endangered under the IUCN Red List. 2. It is found in
the grasslands of Gujarat, Maharashtra, and
Rajasthan. 3. The species is protected under
Schedule Il of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

(@) Only 1 and 2 are correct
(b) Only 2 and 3 are correct
(c) Only 1 and 3 are correct
(d) All 1, 2 and 3 are correct

Class24

UPSC CSE Prelims 2017 (GS Paper 1)

Exam date: 18 June 2017 < Topic: UPI

Consider the following statements: 1. National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) helps in
promoting the financial inclusion in the country. 2.
NPCI has launched RuPay, a card payment scheme.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only
(c)Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a) GIBisin Schedule I, not Schedule II.
GIB k:kd

Ansv%/l%%: (c) Both are correct; NPCI also runs UPI.
I
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS | fUsd auf & uy

Class24

Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | qﬂﬁmﬁ'\’@%

Bihar Police Prohibition SI (memory-based)

Exam date: 16 July 2023 < Topic: Buxa Tiger Reserve

Buxa Tiger Reserve is located in State.

(a) Rajasthan

(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) West Bengal

. J

RRB NTPC CBT-1

Exam date: 2021 -+ Topic: Vande Mataram

The National Song ‘Vande Mataram’ was first
sung in which session of the INC?

(a) 1896 Calcutta
(b) 1905 Benares
(c) 1911 Calcutta
(d) 1907 Surat
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Answers & Explanation | 3R d U

Bihar Police Prohibition SI (memory-based) RRB NTPC CBT-1

Exam date: 16 July 2023 < Topic: Buxa Tiger Reserve Exam date: 2021 -+ Topic: Vande Mataram

Buxa Tiger Reserve is located in State. The National Song ‘Vande Mataram’ was first sung in
which session of the INC?
(a) Rajasthan (a) 1896 Calcutta
(b) Uttar Pradesh (b) 1905 Benares
(c) Madhya Pradesh (c) 1911 Calcutta
(d) West Bengal (d) 1907 Surat
Answer: (d) Alipurduar district, West Bengal. Answer: (a) Sung by Rabindranath Tagore at the 1896 Calcutta session.
ATRER, . ST | 1896 HADTI | TR
\_ J \_ J
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q1-4 | g B qRE

Class24

s

@ India’s 2015 Model BIT required investors to
exhaust local remedies for:

2015 HISd BIT H U U B 3afer:
(a) 2 years (b) 3 years
(c) 5 years (d) 10 years

g

~N

r

.

@ Vande Mataram is part of which novel?

d¢ ATaRY fhd SU=IRT ST U 82
(a) Durgeshnandini (b) Anandamath
(c) Kapalkundala (d) Gora

r

@ Buxa Tiger Reserve borders which country?

99T e13'R RYord for 31 &Y <t we
(a) Nepal (b) Bhutan
(c) Bangladesh (d) Myanmar

.

r

@ Bihar’s only tiger reserve is:
fagrR ferd

(a) Valmiki

(c) Simlipal

HT TR HTA CISTR IRVId:

(b) Palamau

(d) Dudhwa
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | ¥4 CARIEEG|
Which body maintains India’s official maps? @ NPCI was set up by:
mm%mféwrﬁamﬁaﬁqm%? NPcI fa= =ifua foar
(@) ISRO (b) Survey of India (a) SEBI & RBI (b) RBI & IBA
(c) GSI (d) NRSC (c) SBI & NABARD (d) MeitY

g

.

r

e The headquarters of the International Energy
Agency is in:

IEA T UTAY:
(a) Vienna (b) Geneva
(c) Paris (d) Riyadh

.

r

@ China’s first overseas military base (2017) was

%mmﬁ%&ﬁﬁwa@:

(a) Gwadar

(c) Hambantota

(b) Djibouti

(d) Ream
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PRACTICE MCQs | ¥ITd 9¥

Test Yourself — Q9-12 | g B A

Class24

s

@ Indian women’s hockey team last won Asian
Gamesgold before 2026 in:

Afgen gt fusen
(a) 1966 (b) 1982
(c) 1998 (d) 2014

g

~N

r

.

@ Great Indian Bustard is the State bird of:

MSTaur frd I &7 ISy veht 22

(a) Gujarat

(c) Maharashtra

(b) Rajasthan

(d) Karnataka

r

I garsi &1 Siferad ged S a9 T 22

(@) CDSCO (b) NPPA

(c) ICMR (d) DCGI

.

@ Ceiling prices of scheduled drugs are fixed by:

r

@ Votes in the GST Council: Centre’s share is:

GST UR¥uE § &g & Hd HR:

(a) One-half

(c) Two-thirds

(b) One-third

(d) One-fourth
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Answer Key — Q1-6 | 3R d HTCAT

a 5 %%ars — 5 years; UAE/Israel treaties cut it to 3.
5dy]|

Anandamath — Anandamath (1882) by Bankim Chandra.
SHcHS |

Bhutan — Bhutan (and Assam).

Y|

@ Valmiki —VaIm|k| TR, West Champaran.

Survey of India — Survey of India (1767), Dehradun.
YR Gdaf|

RBI & IBA — RBI and Indian Banks’ Association (2008).
RBI 9 IBAI

Daily Current Affairs « 3 October 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 73



ANSWER KEY | 3R $eft

Answer Key — Q7-12 | 3xX d AT

Paris — Paris; founded 1974.
ufg|

Djibouti — Djibouti (naval). Laos is its first air base.
I

1982 — 1982, New Delhi — a 44-year wait.
19821

Rajasthan — Rajasthan.
RISTRT |

NPPA — NPPA, under DPCO 2013.
NPPAI

One-third — Centre 1/3, States 2/3; decisions by 3/4.
Up-faers|
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FACT & MYTH BUSTER | 9 q fay®

Class24

Myth Buster of the Day — Science & Animals | 3(TST &T YD

(

o MYTH | fay®

“Bulls get angry when they see
the colour red.”

AT T PR I8 HSP Il B |

\

(
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O

o FACT | 9

False. Cattle are red—green colour-blind — they cannot
tell red from green. In a bullfight the bull charges at the
cape because it is moving and flapping, not because it is
red. Experiments show bulls charge just as hard at blue
or white capes when they are waved.

T | -9 AT 3R 8% I H 3feR 7] HR Ulq | JAwIse
H 9IS BUS i feeidl-gerdl Tid IR gHeT Rl 5, dre 1
TR a1 | AT H il g1 gha HUs &l fgad R Y Iis
a1 gl ol A SIS g
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