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“An enemy will agree,
but a friend will argue.”

— Russian Proverb
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics
YT | 108 U

108 stupas in Bhutan will have India-linked Buddha relics

Class24

Each chorten is estimat-  volumes. Practitioners

Rahul Karmakar
GELEPHU

Buddhist relics of Indian
origin will be enshrined in
most of the 108 jangchub
chortens (stupas of enlight-
enment) that monks and
volunteers are scheduled
to build simultaneously
along a 12 km stretch of the
Mau Chhu River in the Bhu-
tanese town of Gelephu on
Sunday.

The event will mark the
spiritual foundation of the
Gelephu Mindfulness City
(GMC), which Bhutan's
King Jigme Khesar Nam-
gyel Wangchuk envisions
as a spirituality-driven glo-
bal economic hub. About
240 km south-southeast of
Bhutan’s capital, Thim-
phu, the city borders As-
sam’s Chirang district.

The Central Monastic
Body of Bhutan, the coun-
try’s principal institutional
carrier of the Drukpa Ka-
gyu lineage of Tibetan
Buddhism, said that Budd-

hists in Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Taiwan, Thailand,
and Bhutan had donated
hundreds of relics, mostly
bones and hair.

“Malaysia sent three sets
of 108 relics of the Buddha,
enlightened saints and re-
vered lamas. We received
many from Thailand. Most
of the relics were esta-
blished as having been
sourced from India," Cho-
ten Dorji, the Principal Se-
cretary to one of the mas-
ters of the monastic body,
said on Saturday.

The relics form part of
the ‘2ung’, the living embo-
diment of the Buddha’s en-
lightened body, speech
and mind. The sacred com-
ponents of the zung in-
clude thangkhas (tradition-
al  Tibetan  Buddhist
paintings on cotton or silk
fabric), statues, precious
stones, rolled mantra
scrolls, or dharanis, and
relics of enlightened
beings.

The jangchub chorten

All set: The podium set up for the Bhutan King's address during the
ceremony. RAHUL KARMAXAR

commemorates the Budd-
ha’s attainment of enlight-
enment and symbolises
the triumph of wisdom ov-
er ignorance. Once conse-
crated, a chorten is ren-
dered equivalent to the
living Buddha.

On February 26, King
Wangchuk announced Pro-

ject 108 at the GMC as a

“test of national charac-

ter”, not merely an initia-

tive to set a world record.
“It is an ambitious un-

Daily Current Affairs « 1 November 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

dertaking that demands
courage, unity, and deep
commitment. We must do
it to prove to ourselves
that, as we face the chal-
lenges ahead, there is no li-
mit to what we can achieve
when we stand together,”
he said.

Officials said that Pro-
ject 108, involving 40,000
trained volunteers, was
Bhutan’s sacred gesture of
peace in a world troubled
by conflict,

ed to cost $200,000, and
individuals, families, com-
munities, and institutions
worldwide have contribut-
ed to the project.

According to the blue-
print, each chorten will
stand 15 metres tall, posi-
tioned 108 metres apart in
a line along the Mau Chhu
River, which runs through
Gelephu.

Significance of ‘108’
Bhutan’s spiritual leaders
explained the rationale be-
hind the number 108.

“In astronomy, the dis-
tance between the earth
and the sun is approxi-
mately 108 times the sun's
diameter and the distance
between the earth and the
moon is about 108 times
the moon’s diameter,” a
monk said,

“In some Tibetan Budd-
hist traditions, the Kangy-
ur (principal collection of
sacred Buddhist scrip-
tures) is arranged in 108

count 108 beads on a
prayer mala, circumambu-
late sacred sites 108 times,
and ring temple bells 108
times. In the Vajrayana
Buddhist tradition, 108
symbolises spiritual com-
pleteness, cosmic balance,
and the purification of kar-
ma,” he said.

Project 108 also links to
Hinduism. “Hindu tradi-
tion often speaks of 108
Upanishads (sacred philo-
sophical texts). Many Hin-
du deities have 108 names.
In yoga, the sun salutation
is traditionally performed
in cycles of 108, the monk
said.

The date for executing
Project 108 is significant,
too. Bhutan observes No-
vember 1 as Lord Buddha's
Descending Day and Moth-
er's Day. Sunday also
marks the 18th coronation
anniversary of King Wang-
chuk, who reached Gele-
phu with his royal entour-
age on Saturday.
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108 Stupas in Bhutan Will Have

India-linked Buddha Relics
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_ chorten volunteers

> Along the Mau Chhu river, EIRES ' » Mostly bones and hair
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics — in depth (1/2)
YeT™ | 108 WU — f[a=R I (1/2)

° What is a ‘zung’ | ST E The jangchub chorten }/%'VF%/;?[IS date ﬁ
» Living embodiment of » Marks the Buddha's » 1 Nov: Buddha'’s
Buddha'’s body, speech, enlightenment Descending Day & Bhutan's
mind 14 uifea Mother’s Day

brat, AT, ford » Symbol of wisdom over ST ferars
» Holds thangkas, statues, ignorance » Also the King’'s 18th
precious stones ST U AT coronation anniversary
T » Once consecrated = the TG HYS
» Dharanis (mantra scrolls) living Buddha » King called it a “test of
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics — in depth (2/2)
YeT™ # 108 WU — f[a=R I (2/2)
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Did you know?
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» Bhutan’s Central Monastic
Body carries the Drukpa
Kagyu lineage
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» Bhutan is called the world’s
first carbon-negative country
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics — background (1/2)
YT H 108 ®U — T8 (1/2)

e Buddhist councils E @ Schools of Buddhism E @ India’s relic diplomacy
di Thifaar dis Sver AT He-ifd

» Theravada — Sri Lanka, » Kapilavastu relics to
e AT d WEP Myanmar, Thailand Mongolia (2022)
First Rajagriha — IATS amiferar
tl??ﬁ Ajatashatru _ : - :

L » Mahayana — China, Japan, > Relics exposition in
Second Vaishali — _

Korea Thailand (2024)
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Third Pataliputra — :
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Fourth Kashmir — Ladakh home from auction (2025)
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics — background (2/2)
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics — Static GK
Y H 108 WU — WAfd® A= 71+
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Bhutan at a glance
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(Dragon King)
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E Buddhist UNESCO sites in India <
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» Ajanta Caves (1983)
S{oldl

> Sanchi stupas (1989)
1]

» Mahabodhi Temple, Bodh
Gaya (2002)

@ Buddhist terms
G CAC ]

» Stupa — relic mound;
Chaitya — prayer hall

WU, 9™

» Vihara — monastery

fagR

» Tripitaka — Vinaya, Sutta,
Abhidhamma
fAfte®
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics — Map & Diagram
YT H 108 TU — AU T 3R

( )

Read the visual
Why “108”? - the number behind Project 108 [EECIRLE]

» Science, scripture and

Earth-Sun distance = 108 x Sun’s diameter; ractice all use 108
Astronomy Earth-Moon = 108 x Moon’s diameter p

108 dT Hed
» The number links
Buddhist scripture Kangyur arranged in 108 volumes Buddhism and Hinduism
i 9 fdg Wt
108 mala beads, 108 circuits, » Hence 108 Stupas, set
108 temple-bell rings
108 m apart

108 Hiex gt

Ry 108 Upanishads; 108 names of deities;
Hmdyl-?m Surya Namaskar in cycles of 108
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108 stupas in Bhutan get India-linked Buddha relics — Map & Diagram
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Gelephu and the Buddha’'s four holy sites

Thlmphu

[Lumbini - birth|

|Sarnath - first sermon)|

|Bodh Gaya - enlightenment|

\ Kushinagar - panmrvanaw
\:><j

Gelephu - Project 108
(Mindfulness City)

5 f(\ W s/ ,:“.,‘ ;
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Read the visual

o @ gus

» Gelephu borders
Assam’s Chirang district

eI, e
» About 240 km south-
southeast of Thimphu

240 fpdt

» Buddha’s four holy sites:

Lumbini, Bodh Gaya,
Sarnath, Kushinagar
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map

WS Sl

India’s first fusion power company
sets road map for a nuclear reactor

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

If all goes to plan, India
may see designs for the
first privately-built toka-
mak, a nuclear reactor that
uses fusion to produce
energy, firmed up in 2027.

Bengaluru-based star-
tup Pranos Fusion has built
PRAGYA, a small dough-
nut-shaped tokamak, to
test plasma control and su-
perconducting magnets.
This is a gateway to build-
ing PRANIK, a larger toko-
mak that will have plasma
heated up to millions of de-
grees ~ more than the inte-
rior of the Sun - necessary
to fuse hydrogen atoms
and create energy.

"By 2027, we expect to
finalise the blueprint for
PRANIK and be on our way
to building a practical reac-
tor that can produce ener-
gy. To be able to actually
produce electricity from
fusion is a further step

v —

Fusion frontier: The Bengaluru-based startup has built a compact
tokamak as a test bed for plasma control. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

away,” Shaurya Kaushal,
co-founder and CEO of Pra-
nos Fusion, said.

Nuclear plants everywh-
ere employ fission - a
chain reaction involving
uranium nuclei to produce
heat that is used to gener-
ate electricity. Fusion, on
the other hand, releases
energy when light atomic
nuclei merge, and usually
involves joining two forms
of hydrogen - deuterium
and tritium - into helium

Daily Current Affairs « 1 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

and a fast neutron. Howev-
er, this requires the fuel to
be heated to around 100
million degrees Celsius, far
hotter than any solid wall
could withstand. In toka-
maks, powerful magnets
hold this superheated plas-
ma away from the walls,
keeping it hot enough for
fusion to continue.
“Electricity from a fu-
sion reactor is still far away
and would be expensive
now, however the need for
T

any source of energy is on-
ly going to grow,” co-foun-
der Roshan George said.

“Fusion’s advantage is
that while [it's] nuclear
power, it doesn’t need ra-
dioactive material like ura-
nium. India already pro-
duces plenty of deuterium.
Fusion reactions are also
not chain reactions, and
therefore the risk of a runa-
way reaction [like in a fis
sion reactor] is almost ab-
sent,” Mr. George added.

The cost of a private to-
kamak depends on scale,
Mr. Kaushal said. A com-
pact research machine like
PRAGYA is “a comparative-
ly modest investment”.

Pranos Fusion says com-
pact machines, HTS (high-
temperature  supercon-
ducting) magnets, and In-
dia’s manufacturing base
can bring costs down sub-
stantially. It is backed by
Ankur Capital, pi Ventures
and Industrial47, and has
raised $7.2 million.

Class24
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India’s First Fusion Power Company
Sets Road Map for a Reactor

B DT ALT; HRd BT UgdT it Wgor- Ruaex fEws o+ godr

%gﬁmmm%@am"um"aqm-zonwa%a%?mﬁ"mﬁm"m

G The startup | TE3T ‘

» Pranos Fusion, Bengaluru » Next: PRANIK, a larger
N WS tokamak
» Built PRAGYA — a small oS
doughnut-shaped tokamak > Blueprint by 2027
U3l 2027
» Tests plasma control & » Electricity is “a further step
superconducting magnets away”
GATSHT forerett st gv
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@ Private fusion
a5t wmyorT

e The plan | TreHT M) e %‘,’ﬁﬁy& peOple

» Raised $7.2 million

$7.2 fafera=

» Backers: Ankur Capital, pi
Ventures, Industrial47

IGERIEY

» CEO Shaurya Kaushal; co-
founder Roshan George

AR Pp

\_
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map — in depth (1/2)

e el — faar 9 (1/72)

Why fusion appeals
° STHYoT 1

» No radioactive fuel like
uranium

Irsaydf Sy T
» India already makes plenty
of deuterium

Syefad

» Almost no risk of a
runaway reaction

geférd

.

e The hard part | ﬂT-ﬁ'cﬂ [ll°

» Fuel heated to ~100 million
°C

10 BRIS °C
» Hotter than the Sun’s
interior

| T

» Magnets keep plasma off
the walls

CEd

J

.

Class24

Cutting costs
NINGR GG

» Compact machines
oidl =i+

» HTS (high-temperature

superconducting) magnets

HTS Jd&

» India’s manufacturing
base

fafamion
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map — in depth (2/2)
e el — faar 9 (2/72)

Did you know?

G Pranos road map | JsHY FRIT T TR B2

» The Sun shines by fusing
hydrogen into helium

PRQ%CIBTYA PRANIK F:rea;:(:ttlgfl Electr|C|ty - olkerEll e 8 Sesia

Rude acronym from the 1950s USSR
| 4l g
Test bed Blueprint 2027 Produces energy Later
TRIGOT 2027 Sl EIEE
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map — background (1/2)

e el — YEYIH (1/2)

e Hydrogen isotopes E @ ITER | ITER India’;tokamaks

> India joined in 2005 » ADITYA (1989) — first
AARITHD el 2005 indigenous tokamak
%%%m 0 » 7 members: EU, China, e
Deuter India, Japan, Korea, Russia, » SST-1 — steady-state
é\%%;‘;m 1 (heavy water) us superconducting tokamak
ritium 2 (radioactive) ! : : : >t :
fefeaw » India supplied the giant » Run by the Institute for
All have - cryostat Plasma Research
Tt A P PIORSC IPR
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map — background (2/2)

e el — YEYI (2/2)

» SHANTI Act, 2025 allows
e @ ‘ Q private players
Trifer sferfam
Sitlg%eﬁ Sé%%ezz 8%633 ArCh'teCt > Nuclear Energy Mission —
20,000 cr for SMRs
SMR
PHWR, natural U Fast breeders, Pu Thorium Homi Bhabha
RO INGIRRE] Ty UTHT » Target: 100 GW nuclear by
2047
100 GW
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map — Static GK

o Soll — RIfde 9= g1
==

.

Nuclear institutions

URHTY] T

Body Founded
AT BYTYAT

Atomic Energy
Commission
AEC

Dept of Atomic
Energy
DAE

BARC,
Trombay
BARC

NPCIL
NPCIL

1948

1954

1954 (renamed
1967)

1987

J

Ploneers . » .

» Homi Bhabha — father of
India’s nuclear programme

I HTHT

» Meghnad Saha — ionisation
equation for stars

AYTG ATRT
» Raja Ramanna — led

Pokhran-1 (1974)
TSIl XHAT

\_
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» E=mc? -

» India’s first nuclear power

plant: Tarapur (1969)
dIRTYR

» Sun’s core is about 15
million °C

T4 &1 g

Einstein, 1905
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map — Map & Diagram

e el — AFRE 9 39

Fission vs Fusion

Product Lighter elements + heat

Runaway risk

Heavy nucleus splits

Uranium / plutonium

Chain reaction - needs control

Commercial since 1950s

FUSION (the goal)

Light nuclei join

Deuterium <+ tritium

Helium + fast neutron

No chain reaction

Still experimental
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Class24

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Fission splits heavy

nuclei; fusion joins light

ones
fags 919 daa

» Fusion waste is far less

long-lived

HH IRV

» All power plants today
are fission

3Tl Had faEs—
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India’s first fusion power company sets reactor road map — Map & Diagram

e el — AFRE 9 39

Fusion and nuclear centres to know

~+.|Gandhinagar - IPR

Cadarache, France - ITER (ADITYA, S5T-1)

[Bengaluru - Pranos Fusion|

Daily Current Affairs « 1 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Ve

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Pranos Fusion is in
Bengaluru

EHINE

» IPR, Gandhinagar runs
India’s tokamaks

MR
» ITER is being built at

Cadarache, France
ITER

» Kalpakkam — fast
breeder reactor

HAdUdhH
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Velvety crimson is
Kashmir’s treasure
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Page 6 - News In Frames

e Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) | HIdd
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal)

HIHIR BT ATTA

2> Class24

Ive cockscamb Bower (Celusia cristata)
is recognisable by its distinctive,
velvety, fan-shaped crest that
resembles a roaster’s comb. Rich
crimson pigment is concentrated in the dense
and highly texrured folds of the blossom and
these petals are harvested and drsed to give
tradinional Kashmiri dishes thelr signature
ruby-red codour

Cultivated in the fertile valleys of Kashmar,
these blossoms are carefully handpécked at peak
bloom, sun-dried to presecve teelr intense
natural pigments, and stored for yearround
culinary use, The dried flowers are locally knoan
as tmawal.

Mawai holds a sacred status in the wazwan
the famoas omudtl-course roval feast prepared by
master chefs known as wezos. It imparts i subtle,
earthy undertone that seamlessly complemenss
heavy spices without overpowering them, Manvl
1 usually sold in the tradithonad markets of
e

Daily Current Affairs « 1 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Deeply rooted in Kashmir's culinary heritage. the cockscomb flosver lends a rich red
hue to raditional cuisine; the petals, which are sun-dried and preserved for
year-round use. serve as an indispensable ingredient in waznan

Seinagur. To redease the signature crimson colour,
the dried flower petals oe muwal powder &
steeped in hot water, The resulting rich, ruby
extract Is then strained divectly Into simmering
grvies.

Mawal 15 indispensable in classics like rogan
Josh (meeat curry), adding colour and thaveur 1o
the famed gravy alongside mild Kashimin red
chillles. It & also added to dishes Hke rista (spiced
meatball curry), mischi korma (chillies cuery),
and vegetarian specialities like dum aloo (potato
curTy)

Mawal reflects Kashimir's deep-rooted heritage
of using local flors for natural, anganic cooking.
In trad®tional medicine, it is valued for its
soothing and cooling properties, making rich,
meat-heavy waswan courses easier to digest

As an irreplaceable element of Kashmir's
gastrooomic idencity, mawal belps elevate every
feast into & visually stunming and authentic
experience

Slick cut: Flowers hang harvested Jor thelr petals. Once defrydrated
M0 @ powder o used 10 axtract the nunsd colouring for Kashmiel di
o smmem - -

the red dicams are stored and lxer ground
e

25



€ Class24
Velvety Crimson Is

Kashmir’s Treasure

News in Frames
gava?##
aﬁwﬂﬁw HIHRT oI Bl

ﬁaﬁmw (@?ﬁﬁmz}-&'m g MERT AT 37 Sl

c The flower | d # e From the field | @d ¥ K In theW%zwan l“

» Cockscomb — *Celosia » Handpicked at peak bloom » Holds a sacred place in
cristata* HEK EETQ wazwan

ARREALS » Sun-dried to keep colour LILERS I
» Crest like a rooster’s q;trfern > Cooked by master chefs —
comb : wazas

» Dried flowers called mawal

T DY Bt e G|
> Pigment packed in dense » Gives a subtle earthy
velvety folds undertone

TEHE TR forgt SRt e

. J \ J \ J
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) — in depth (1/2)

PR FTHEA — AR A (1/2)

Dishes it colours = e Heritag%& health fa e In the market | ST
» Rogan josh — with mild » Valued as soothing, » Sold in Srinagar’s old
Kashmiri chillies cooling in traditional medicine markets
T ST dsD TR SR
» Rista — spiced meatball » Helps digest rich, meaty » Stored for year-round use
curry courses AT HY
et qra

» Natural rival to synthetic
» Mirchi korma, and veg » A natural, organic colour dyes

dum aloo ATHTdD T HAH I FT fabey
GH S3ITc]

. J . J g J
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) — in depth (2/2)

PR FTHEA — AR I (2/2)

Did you know?

G Nature’s food colours | UTgHfd® @I T &

T 3TY STd 8?
» Celosia belongs to the
amaranth family
iil?llg P
Mawal Saffron Turmeric Ratan ot - 12 lEEvES AlE ealEn a6
T gl greens in parts of Africa
| UgR Heail
Crimson Golden Yellow Deep red
SIS eI gie Texl a1
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) — background (1/2)

HIHR FTHET — YFYH (1/2)

e Gl tags of J&K | GI &

Product Gl year
3G qd

Kashmir

Pashmina 2008

Kashmir Saffron

HIT

Bhaderwah
Rajmash
TSTHIRT

Basohli painting 2023

2020

2023

.

J

Kashmiri food culture
ECIGELIGH

» Wazwan can run to 36
courses
36 i+

» Gushtaba is usually the
last dish

TRdTdT

» Kahwa — saffron green tea

dedl

@ Saffron | DI

\_ J

Class24

W

» World’s costliest spice —
*Crocus sativus*

A9 T T HATAT
» National Saffron Mission
(2010)

T8 R T

» Iran is the largest producer

W
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) — background (2/2)

SR FTHET — YEYH (2/2)

» Regulated by FSSAI (FSS
O-0-0-0 u
FSSAI
Accessmn Art 370 ended  Union Terrltory Assembly polls » Only listed synthetic
°13. 370 3 colours allowed, in limits
Hifera o T
26 Oct 1947 5 Aug 2019 31 Oct 2019 2024
1947 2019 2019 2024 » Natural colours like
curcumin permitted
PICAGE
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) — Static GK

PR BT Aad — RAfde IrE= I
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J&K at a glance E @ Kashmiri crafts @ @ Voices of Kashmir ,’
SIH]- HIHRT ey IR & Hid-3fAePR
» Kani shawls » Kalhana — *Rajatarangini*
a faazor GG IR (12th c.)
fzpr)ri]trgler Srinagar > Papier-mache _
ey Iy ToR-=h » Lal Ded (Lalleshwari) —
- - tic poet
Winter capital » Khatamband — wooden mys >
PIGEISIE] Jammu ceilings %-\ﬁ
State animal  Hangul G dHdG > Nund Rishi (Sheikh
T T (Kashmir stag) Nooruddin) — Sufi saint
Hangul home  Dachigam ﬂgﬂ;ﬁ‘
S{TarH National Park
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) — Map & Diagram

HIHR BTATTA — RS 9 3IRE

Mawal: from flower to feast

Class24

1. Pick

at full bloom

2. Sun-dry [ 3. Mawal 4. Steep

P petals petals or powder in hot water

| 2

5. Strain
into gravy

Result: the ruby-red colour of Kashmiri rogan josh - natural, no synthetic dye

Daily Current Affairs
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Read the visual

o = gus

» Colour is released by
steeping in hot water

TH g

» Extract is strained into
simmering gravies

Ut o

» Used as petals or
powder

UGSt T Uresx
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Velvety crimson: Kashmir’s cockscomb flower (mawal) — Map & Diagram

HIHR BTATTA — RS 9 3IRE

The Kashmir Valley

Daily Current Affairs

|Srinagar - on the Jhelum

'Pampore - saffron town

[Zojila - road to Ladakh)|

/

Banihal - Pir Panjal crossing|
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Read the vis.ual

o @ gus

» Srinagar lies on the
Jhelum

SiaH

» Pampore — Kashmir’s
saffron town

L'k

» Zojila links Kashmir with
Ladakh

wforat

» Banihal — crossing over
the Pir Panjal

CIEE S
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Firecrackers can damage your ears

UeTd 3R &H

Firecrackers don't
just bring
respiratory and
burn risks, they
can also pose
significant risks to
your ears, with
impact extending
beyond festivities

SREYA DEB

IWALI IS A time of lights,

family and celebration. But

alongside the glow of divas

and the colours of rangoli,

the festival often brings
another, less wekome featune: the explo
sive sound of firecrackers and hours of
loard myusic and loudspeakers.

Earller thismonth,a sevon-year-old
wirl in Balrampur, Uttar Pradesh, dled in
school, allegedly due to a lowd Ganesh
puja immersion procession that was
passing by, She was taken 1o the hospi-
tal and was declared dead v arrival. The
school authorities lodged an FiR alleg
Ing that the high-decibel I music
played duting the procession caused
the child's death, The D] owner and
operator were subsequently arrested
and the local police outpest in-charge
suspended. In light of this case, several
PILs regarding notse pollution are cur
rently being examined by the Allahabad
High Court. Excessive notse i not merely
anulsance, The risks depend on howloud
the sound is, how long & person is exposed
to it and how clase they are toits soarce,

"Noise pallution during Diwall can
affect mare than just heating,” says Dr
Noor UL Din Mallk, senlor consuitant,
ENT, Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals, New
Delhl “Firecrackers produce sudden
bursts of sound, somwethmes at very high
Intensity,while lowdspeakers can expose

— — - - —

FOR DIWALI
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Stay safe

The maost effective protection is o
reduce exposure at its source, Maimtain
as much distance a5 possible from fire
crackers, avoid standing near the poing of
ignitionand never burst crackersclose to
another person's face or ears, Chikiren
should be kept away from firecracker
activity and supervised carefully.

Dr Handa recommends well-fitted
earplugs of protective earmuffs, These
can redisce exposure but cannot elbmi-
nate the risk from extremely loud blasts;
cottan wool and tissue are not reliable
substitutes, Dy Mahajan advises that
households can also choase alternatives

2> Class24
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Firecrackers can damage your ears

UeTd 3R &H

PEOPIE TOIOUA NDESE TOT Several hours, DT
KK Handa,chairman, ENT,head and neck
surgery, Medanta,Gurugram, alsowarns
that the absence of immediate pain, he
emphasises, does not necessarily mean
the cars have escaped damage.

Loud & dangerous

Normal conversation typically falls
around 60-70 dB (decibels), while busy
environments may reach 80-85 dB or
higher.Sounds averaging around 70dBA
or below are generally unlikely to cause
hearing loss from prolonged exposure,
wherecas repeated or extended exposure
ataround 85 dBA can become hazardous.

However, firecrackers poseadifferent
challenge because they produce sudden,
intense bursts rather than continuous
noise, Depending on the type of cracker,
distance and measurement conditions,
peak sound levels close to the source can
reach approximately 140-160 dB or
more, Such blasts can injure hearing
almost instantaneously, doctors say,

Dr Malik cautions, "A very loud blast
can cause immediate ear injury, while
repeated exposure may contribute to
longer-term health effects” Dr Handa
addsthat standard safe-listening recom-
mendations for continuous noise cannot
simply be applied to explosive sounds,
The commonly cited occupational expo-
surereferenceof 85 dBAovereight hours
is nota guarantee of safety from sudden
blasts. It is also important to distinguish
personal hearing risks from legal limits
for neighbourhood noise. Under India’s
Noise Pollution {(Regulation and Control)
Rules, 2000, the prescribed ambient
noise limits for residential areas are 55
dB(A) during the day and 45 dB(A) at
night.These are limits forequivalent con-
tinuousambient noise,not peak readings
for individual firecrackers.

Dr Monica Mahajan, principal direc-

KNOW YOUR FIRECRACKERS

mAtom bomb (foiled)

128 dB

mAtom bomb (green sutli)

127 dB

WHydro bomb (foiled)
127-128 dB

mTiming bomb (dela
|gnnt|o?\gsound burst) yed

torand head of internal medicine at Max
Hospital, Saket, notes that the World
Health Organization identifies impulse
noiseabove 140 dB foradultsand 120dB
for children as extremely hazardous.
These figures should be understood as
dangerthresholds, ratherthan safeexpo-
sure targets,

Wider impact

The inner ear contains delicate sen-
sory celis that convert sound into signals
for the brain, doctors explain, Extremely
loud noise can damage these cells,and the
damage may be permanent. Dr Mahajan
explains that the intense sound of crack-
erscan damage inner-ear hair cells, lead-
ing to high-frequency hearing impair-
ment or permanent hearing loss. " Injury
may also affect the vestibular system,
which helps maintain balance. In severe
cases,anexplosive biast can injure orrup-
ture the eardrum,”she says.

Sudden loud sounds activate the
body's stress response, temporarily

Undar India’s Noise
Pollution (Regulation and Controf) Rules,
2000, the prescribed ambient noiss limits far

residential areas m 55 dis(A) during the day

127 and 45 dB(A) at night

B String potakhas (continvous noise
maker rather than a short burst)

126 dB

increasing heart rate and blood pressure.
"Prolonged or repeated environmental
noise exposure has been associated with
ahigherrisk of hypertension and cardio
vasculardiseaseaswell,"says DrMalik He
explains that stress and disrupted sleep
may partlyaccount fortheseeffects,while
cautioning that a single exposure does
not automatically cause chronic disease.
Dr Mahajan also flags the wider impact
on peoplewithdiabetesand olderadults,
who maybemorevulnerable tothe phys
inlogical effects of stress.

Warning signs

Dr Mahajan identifies ringing, muf-
fled hearing, ear pressure, imbalance,ear
dischargeand intalerance tolowd sounds
as warmning signs that warrant attention.

Dr Handa stresses that sudden hear-
ing loss requires urgent medical assess
ment, preferably on the same day, even if
it affects only one ear and is not accom-
panied by pain, Some causes of sudden
hearing loss are time-sensitive and may

Daily Current Affairs < 1 November 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

respond better to prompt treatment.

Bleeding orfluid coming from the ear
afterablast, severe pain, marked dizziness
orvertigoalso requires urgent evaluation,
If there is facial weakness or another
severe symptom, seek emergency med-
ical care. Chest pain, fainting or severe
breathlessness afteranincidentwarrants
emergency assistance as well,

Move away from the noise immedi
ately and enter a quiet environment,
Avoid headphones, loud music and fur-
ther exposure, Do not insert cotton buds
or other objects into the ear, flush it with
water,oruseoil orunprescribed eardrops,
say doctors, If eardrum Injury s sus-
pected, keep the ear dry until a doctor
assesses it.An ENTspecialist may recom-
mend an examination and audiometry,
or a hearing test, to establish whether
damage has occurred.

Vulnerable groups

DrMahajan pointsout that children’s
shorter ear canals may increase their
exposure tosound reaching the innerear,
Parents should avold taking bables and
children close to firecrackers or powerful
speaker systems,

Older adults, particularly those with
age-refated hearing loss, maybeatgreater
risk of further hearing impairment. Peo-
ple with existing tinnitus, previous ear
injuries, a history of ear surgery or other
hearing conditions should also exercise
caution. Thosewithhypertension orheart
disease may be more susceptible to the
effectsof stressand skeep disruption. Peo-
plewith anxiety, post-traumatic stress or
sensory sensitivities, including some
individuals on theautism spectrum, may
find sudden explosions particularly dis-
tressing. Pregnant women should also
avoid exposure to extremely loud noise.

E> Class24

SUCH a5 (1yas, Tangolis, festive 1ood and
music played at comfortable volumes.

Smartphone decibel-meter apps can
provide rough estimates of environmen-
tal noise, but they may not accurately cap-
ture sudden explosive peaks. Calibrated
sound-level meters are more retiable. If
Neise Appears excessive ot restrictions are
being violated, residents can document
the time and location, where safe, and
contact the focal police or relevant nokse-
control authorities,

Impact on animals

Not just humans, bursting of fire
crackers during Diwali can also cause
serious harm to animals, pets,and stray
animals, They often experience fear,
stress,and physical discomfort.

Animals especially dogs and cats have
amuch more sensitive sense of hearing
than humans, The sudden, loud explo
sions can frighten them and cause anxi-
ety,trembling, rapid breathing,and panic.
“Some may even run away from their
homesin fear, putting themselves at risk
of accidents or becoming lost," says
Vishakha Shukla, owner of Nawabi Tails,
an animal rescue shelter based in Luc-
know. As such, most zoos across the
nation issue special regulations for Diwali
and noise pollution etiquettes dosetothe
zoo premises during the festival days —
Chennai Crocodile Bank, Lucknow's
NawabWajid Ali Shah Zoo and Dehradun
Zoo,toname a few,

“Everyyear,thousandsof animalsand
birdsareleft frightened, injured,and lost
because of an increase in air and noise
pollution associated with the holiday,"as
per advisories issued by Humane World
for Animals (HWA), a global animal pro-
tection organisation. Since they havea far
more acute sense of hearing than us; the
neise of firecrackershasa terrifying effect
onanimals.
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Hear It Out:

Firecrackers Can Damage Your Ears

m%waﬁ?mﬁmmqﬁ 39D dv STaTS BT Bt Hiad Hifrs1en & RN
¥, g9, THad AfRend ok vy wed aiftre yvifaa

P Ugdl 9Pl &;

G |tsm news lg

» 7-yr-old girl died in Balrampur,
allegedly from loud DJ music

qIferhT D g

» DJ owner & operator arrested;
police in-charge suspended

fRwERt

» PILs on noise before the High
Court

wHfed gty

. J

.

e Who is most at risk
gatfie sfaw

» Children — shorter ear canals

CE|

» Older adults, people with
tinnitus or heart disease

It

» Pregnant women; people
with anxiety or autism

e

Class24

Diwali health
areit wareeg

e What noise does | J&d ‘@‘

» Kills inner-ear hair cells —

often permanent

TR A

» Can hit the balance
(vestibular) system
» A blast can rupture the

eardrum
BT BT Ul

Daily Current Affairs

1 November 2026 « The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Firecrackers can damage your ears — in depth (1/2)

UeE SR H — fRAWR A (1/2)

» Raises heart rate & blood
pressure

LRI

» Long exposure linked to
hypertension

3o Yqddlg
> Di§turbs sleep

g

.

J

» Ringing, muffled hearing,
ear pressure
CABICNE]

» Dizziness, fluid or blood
from the ear

qFhY, Tod

» Sudden hearing loss —
see a doctor the same day

q¥d STaey

.

Class24

Beyond the ears Warning signs ) :
°$|¥ﬁ'@fen1’r < e%?naﬁ’rg@i%gcr A eDO”tS | FADPI N

» No cotton buds or objects
In the ear

Picd 98 sl
» No water, oil or
unprescribed drops

da/ar T8l

» Keep the ear dry if eardrum
may be torn

S AT 39

Daily Current Affairs < 1 November 2026 + The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Firecrackers can damage your ears — in depth (2/2)
e SR vF — fawaR 9 (2/2)

Did you know?

T 3T AT 82

ﬂ A safer Diwali | RT&d drarait &
» Dogs and cats hear far
better than humans — blasts
terrify them

Keep dlstance rotect|on Shield kids Quieter joy byl
o= Bl R T0id STd

» Z00s like Chennai
Crocodile Bank set Diwali

From ignition Plugs or muffs Supervise Diyas, ran%oll noise rules
point ERapgaivy EUNET ffsarar
gcrd ¥ '
\_ J \_ J
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Firecrackers can damage your ears — background (1/2)

Uerd 3R FH — YBYFA (1/2)

e Noise limits (Rules, 2000)

ety

Zone Day / Night

& dB(A)
f&/7m

Industrial 75 170
Commercial 65 / 55
Residential

T 55/45
Silence zone

.

J

\_

The legal frame
B | © i »

Measuring sound e

gt |{TIq

» Noise Rules made under
the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986

EPA 1986

» Loudspeakers barred 10
pm—6 am (open spaces)

» SC (2005): no crackers 10
pm-6 am

FI B¢

» Decibel is alog scale: +10
dB = 10x intensity

TLIUDI

» dBA weights sound like the
human ear
dBA

» WHO danger mark: impulse
140 dB adults, 120 dB
children

WHO

Daily Current Affairs « 1 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Firecrackers can damage your ears — background (2/2)
Terd 3R & — YEY (2/2)

@ How we hear | E‘Hﬁﬁﬂﬁ% @ Egé[s;f Ofsound 1

» Human hearing: 20 Hz-20
kHz
g AT
Outer;lir[ $Erc:i}[r(%rTum Ossmles Cogrr];?r?_) » Speed in air = 343 m/s
ST 343 Hi/d
Collects sound Vibrates Malleus, incus, Auditory nerve > Infrasound (elephants) <20
SIEIP Caep| stapes SqUI GiADT Hz; ultrasound (bats) >20 kHz
o= siear MUY, RTHA
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Firecrackers can damage your ears — Static GK
e 3R dF — Rifa® 9= 31

@ Ear facts | @11 & a @‘

» Stapes — smallest bone in
the body

Wi

» Cochlea — snail-shaped
hearing organ

Difaadr
» Eustachian tube balances
ear pressure

g R el

.

J

BIWE across faiths

faftg R

o

%

Hindu

¥k

D
=~
>

-
.
>

i

Bengal

.

\_

Ram’s return to
Ayodhya

Bandi Chhor
Divas

Mahavira’s
nirvana

Kali Puja

Class24

@ Pollution watchdogs O

» CPCB —set up 1974 (Water
Act)
CPCB

» NGT - 2010
NGT

» CAQM — for NCR air quality
(2021)
CAQM
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Firecrackers can damage your ears — Map & Diagram
e 3R FF — HFRA 9 3R

How loud is Diwali? (decibels)

140-160 dB

Peak blast, close up

Atom bomb (foiled) 128 dB

Atom bomb (green sutli) 127 dB

126 dB

String patakha

85 dB

Long-exposure hazard

Busy street / office 80-85 dB

Normal conversation 60-70 dB

Daily Current Affairs « 1 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Read the visual

o @ gus

» Crackers are about 60
dB louder than normal
talk

60 dB 3P

» Long exposure turns
risky around 85 dB

85 dB

» Close-up peaks can hit
140-160 dB

TRY Wiy
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Firecrackers can damage your ears — Map & Diagram

UcRd 3R &1H — HHRE 9 39

Noise, law and the fireworks trade

Class24

linked to loud D)

Balrampur - child’s death

o

[hearlng noise PiLs

Prayagraj - Allahabad HC

Nagpur - PESO HQ
(explosives licensing)

Sivakasi - India’s|
fireworks hub

-
fN
v
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» Balrampur (UP) — child’s
death linked to loud DJ

SCIRTHYR

» Allahabad HC is examining
noise PILs

<dleldlic HC

» Sivakasi (TN) — India’s
fireworks hub

Rrae=h

» PESO, Nagpur licenses
explosives & fireworks

PESO
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PYQs + MCQs + Myth Buster

Navy’s Z80,000-cr next-gen Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: India aims to double
destroyeréro_ject 714 turned back on Day 1 3  cruise traffic by 2029
T Bt

CEE R feeeht v wfody o Wed

India’s concert economy New IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’

finds its rhythm vision
T=e Srfaraw AT TgE BT Y Faw
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assdingiva Andhra braces for second
cyclone within a week; five
districts placed on red alert
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A
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Gross GST collections rise 23% to over
<¥2.31 lakh cr. in Oct. on festive demand
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v wies Restoring combat strength ' of Delhi entry curbs:

mdestition riorities: @ chicles turned back,
e amsng prioctiies IAR Ot | ey THE HINDU « 2 NOV 2026

Page 4 - News
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Articles covered from this page | 9 U¥ g ﬁ'ﬂl MJ g

India’s coal imports
fall 53.8% amid higher
domestic output

G Navy’s ¥80,000-cr destroyer project | TR

Delhi entry curbs, Day 1 | feeei wa=r ufasy

P L, o oty
T

Mortal remainsof all  Helicopter operators threaten to halt Two MLAs, including

chopper crash victims ¢ OIvi o ex-Minister, quit AAP
recovered, says govt. Char Dham services over 2-pilot rule ahead of Punjab polls
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project
T ot fadTs uRaier

Class24

Navy to launch I80,000-cr. warship project

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The government has given
a major push to the Indian
Navy’s  next-generation
destroyver programme
amid the growing maritime
security challenges posed
by China and Pakistan,
both of which are streng-
thening their own under-
water warfare capabilities.

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, had recently accord-
ed in-principle approval to
futuristic warships under
Project 18A.

The delivery of the war-
ships is expected to begin
five to 10 years after the
contract is signed, given
the complexity and scale
of the programme.

A senior Defence Minis-
try official confirmed the
development.

The proposed pro-
gramme, estimated to cost

around 80,000 crore,
aims to develop a new gen-
eration of stealth-guided
missile destroyers
equipped with advanced
weapons, sensors, and
technologies, the official
said.

The warships are ex-
pected to have nearly 75%
indigenous content, with
both defence public sector
undertakings (DPSUs) and
private sector companies
eligible to participate in the
competitive bidding pro-
cess, the official added.

The programme as-
sumes significance as Chi-
na continues to expand its
naval presence in the In-
dian Ocean Region and en-
hance its submarine fleet,
while Pakistan is also
strengthening its underwa-
ter warfare capabilities
with the induction of ad-
vanced submarines.

The evolving security
environment has under-
scored the need for India

The next-generation destroyers are expected to substantially

enhance multi-domain combat capabilities. REUTERS

to strengthen its surface
combat fleet and maintain
a credible maritime deter-
rence across the Indian
Ocean Region.

Futuristic capabilities

Several existing destroyers
of the Indian Navy are due
for decommissioning in
coming years, making the
induction of advanced
frontline surface comba-
tants essential to maintain-

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

ing the fleet’s operational
strength, the official ad-
ded.

The futuristic des-
troyers, to be designed by
the Navy's Warship Design
Bureau, are expected to
feature significantly more
advanced systems than the
Visakhapatnam-class des-
troyers,

These warships are like-
ly to have enhanced fire-
power, sophisticated sur-

veillance Sensors,
improved air defence sys-
tems, and advanced anti-
submarine warfare capa-
bilities, providing the Navy
with greater operational
flexibility against emerging
maritime threats.

The Indian Navy cur-
rently operates around 12
or 13 relatively new guided-
missile destroyers, which
form the backbone of its
surface combat fleet and
provide capabilities across
air defence, anti-surface
warfare, and anti-subma-
rine operations.

These include the Visak-
hapatnam-class, Kolkata-
class, and Delhi-class des-
troyers.

The existing warships
are equipped with an array
of advanced weapon sys-
tems, including BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles,
surface-to-air missiles, na-
val guns, close-in weapon
systems, and anti-subma-
rine warfare equipment.



Navy to Launch ¥80,000-cr

Next-Gen Destroyer Project

H Uisige 18A & dgd 3ATe! Uil & T MSSS-
Aot €1 - A9 3R Ui &Y dedt TqE) &Hdr & 9 fig e §

&1 3feRTgur ufvwe

DI &

The project | ORAHT i,

» Project 18A — next-gen
stealth destroyers

T Qs

» Cost around 80,000 crore

380,000 FRIS
> In-principle nod from the
DAC (Rajnath Singh)

DAC T3l

. J

Class24

ePro'ect 18A
fraE o Sk 18A
P AT HAgd B

e Key facts | &I dH # e Why now | 3t i A

.

~75% 5>—=10 yrs
Indigenous Delivery after
content contract
12-13 WDB
Destroyers in Navy’s Warship
service Desi%n Bureau

» China expanding in the IOR
& its submarine fleet

CiE|

» Pakistan inducting advanced
submarines

Ui

» Old destroyers due for
decommissioning

R e
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project — in depth (1/2)
=T @t fadas afae T — fawr | (1/2)

Expected features

GHTfAd &HATE

» More firepower &
sophisticated sensors

HRD &HAT
» Better air defence
CIR KL

» Advanced anti-submarine
warfare

TAgsdl-RAd

‘%

J

Today’s arsenal a Warship types
e Al §FAAR 4 gGuld UhR

.

» BrahMos supersonic cruise
missiles

ERIES]
» Surface-to-air missiles
dg-d-gdl

» Naval guns & close-in
weapon systems
CIws

Class24

» Destroyer — large, multi-
role fleet escort

fawas
» Frigate — smaller, escort &
ASW

fipite

» Corvette — smallest,
coastal

PIdc

.
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project — in depth (2/2)
=T ot fadas afae T — fawr 9 (2/2)

a How a big defence buy moves | Y& W< Ufehar & G Did you know’>7
» BrahMos = Brahmaputra +
Moskva rivers
a1 &1 3d
RFP s SEMITEE Dellvery » INSV Tarini: women officers
B sailed round the world (2024—
25)
By DAC DPSU + private CCS approval 5-10 yrs later :"ﬁa,—[ IR trﬁw
DAC NICEIREFIE ] CCS qcH
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project — background (1/2)
=T ot fasdas afeae T — g8Yf (1/2)

Navy’s big projects Defence Acquisition Council  e_e Indian Ocean contest P
O i =@ = [ @ ki =
» Chaired by the Defence » China’s first overseas base:
RERIEE Gl Minister Djibouti (2017)
P-75 6 Scorpene &1 A IGEGL
P-75 Kalvari) sub : :
(Kalvari) subs » Set up in 2001 after post- » “String of Pearls™ worry
! Ay Kargil reforms wifaal &t Arar
P-75I submarines 2001
P-17A 7 Nilgiri-class > India’s SAGAR (2015) —
P-17A frigates » Clears buys under DAP MAHASAGAR (2025)
4 2020 HIR/He IR
Bl Visakhapatnam DAP 2020
P-15B
destroyers
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project — background (2/2)
=T ot fasdas afeae T — g8Yfa (2/2)

@ Navy commands | QAT FHH Pz 8 @ Make'r.\',gr}d'adefence i

» Positive indigenisation
lists ban some imports
Western Eastern Southern Command » Record defence exports:
=T 23,622 cr (FY25)
Mumbai Visakhapatnam Kochi (training) Tri-service, 2001 -
dss CRUCIESRL -3ar » Srijan portal for local
suppliers
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project — Static GK
T @t faedgas afvaeT — Qe v 3=

@ Navy facts | -TIAT a9 E @ %%%Xgﬁs [A]] @ Missile family | forarse ‘
» Malabar — with US, Japan, » Agni, Prithvi — surface-to-
au [EER Australia surface

Navy Day 4 Dec (Op HIATAR 3, gt

o feaw Trident, 1971) _
» Varuna — France; JIMEX — » Akash — surface-to-air

Motto Sham No ]

3Tl g Varunah 2|pEl & ; SRR

First Indian ! » Nag — anti-tank guided

chief V-Adm R.D. » SIMBEX — Singapore missile

Ugd URAI Katari (1958) ﬁl’lﬁﬁ'\q N

qqd

New ensign

T ST Sept 2022
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project — Map & Diagram
a1 31 fasgas ufae — aFRE 9 sma

1997

Delhi class
(Project 15)

l

2021

Visakhapatnam
class (P-15B)

®

India’s destroyer family - and what comes next

Class24

!

2014

Kolkata class
(Project 15A)
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!

Next

Project 18A -
next-gen stealth
destroyers

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Each class an upgrade
on the last

HH® IAAT

» P-15B ships carry city
names — Visakhapatnam,
Mormugao, Imphal, Surat

eI & A

» P-18A will go beyond the
Visakhapatnam class

3T Uit
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Navy’s ¥80,000-cr next-gen destroyer project — Map & Diagram

TRHT 91 [ uREe- T — aaRE 9 3

Where India builds its warships

Mazagon Dock,
Mumbai

[GRSE, Kolkata

\

Goa Shipyard —

Hindustan Shipyard,
Visakhapatnam

|Cochin Shipyard)|

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» Mazagon Dock (Mumbai)
builds destroyers &
submarines

HSMTd SIh
» GRSE (Kolkata) — frigates,

corvettes
GRSE

» Cochin Shipyard built INS
Vikrant

PN Rraars

» Hindustan Shipyard —
Visakhapatnam

fRgwar Ruard
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Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1

feee

IR ERRIGEL

Day 1 of Delhi entry curbs:
714 vehicles turned back,
38 impounded, say police

shrimans Kaushik
NEW DELHI

The Dell government's
time-bound measures 0
curb winter air pollution
Gume into foece on Sunday,
with nan-Delhi-regsstered
vehicles not meeting BSV1
emission norms being de
nied entry at the borderss,
The enforeement led o
Jong truffic jams along Del-
hi-Gurugram routes.

The entry of nonBSVI
vehicles registered outside
Delhi has been barred nill
January 3L Only BSAVE
compliant vehickes with va-
Iid PUC certificates, CNG
vehickes and evehickes will
be allowed Into the city
during this persod while
wrucks will be divered via
CXDTeSSWIYS

10 challans issued

Jolot Commissioner of ol
ke {Traffic) Sanjay Tyagl
sald, “From 12 am. 1o 8
pom., 7,279 vehicles were
chedked. Of these, 7 non-
destined  vehicles  were
muned away. At leass 10
were Bsued challans for
non-complience with res-
trictions and 38 end-ollife
vehicles were
imposinded.”

Accoeding o Traffic Pal
ke dua, of the vehicles
checked, 6285  were
checked in north Delhi, in-
cluding the border areas of

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

Singhu and Auchandi. A to
til of 445 vehicles at check
podnts slong these areas
were turned sway

Major restrictions

Afl magor borders saw hea
vy deployment and check
posts, Despite it belng &
Sunxlay, traflic snarls were
repocted at multiple entry/
exit points as vehicular
movement slowed down to
o crawd

“1 have o BS-IV bike and
because ol the restrictions,
| cannot take rides from
Delbi,* saikd Hamad, a gig
worker. 1 have had to
change routes because of
that and ply only around
the borders, in Noada and
Faridabad,” he added.

For those entering Delhi
through the Sirhaul and
Kapashera borders, the
restrictions Jed o traflic
Jams from 10 a.m.

“Besides  commmsters,

Police check a vehiche at the Ghazipor boeder i New Delbi, #1)

we are also asking non-des
tined wehicles o use pe
ripheral expressways and
outer Delli roads, A Jot of
goods-carrying trucks
were diverted.” said an of
Boer  at  the  Sichad
checkpaint

The enforcement drive
wis carried out by multiple
agencies. “We have been
told 1o ensure that no vels
cle withoat proper com
pliance s allowed to enter
the city. Most vehicles are
new, Only some have been
noted to be okder vehicles
and they are being asked to
o back” sabd Assistant
Sub-Inspector Diwan Singh
from the Transport De
partment, who was de-
ployed at the Delhi-Noida
border at Kalindi Kunj

“We have Intercepred
nearly 30-60 vehickes since
morndng and sent those
back,” said & constable at
Kalindi Kunj.

2> Class24
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Day 1 of Delhi Entry Curbs:

714 Vehicles Turned Back

iaTel UguuT Adh+ & fore feedd TRPR & IUT AN - 16 Usiigpd AR-BS-VI qTg-11 &7 4aT 31
maﬁwa’a;ugﬁﬁ:rz@gmﬁaﬁeﬁa, 714t—ﬁamr;1111z, 38 IR aTg+ Wed

© e rue | Prm O B @ i D RO vroenorcedit | smE 2

Winter smog_

0O

BT HIT

» QOutside non-BS-VI vehicles » Snarls at many borders » Traffic Police — Jt CP
barred till 31 Jan despite a Sunday Sanjay Tyagi

31 SR I SIH BIGIEIG]
» Part of time-bound winter > Gig worker with a BS-1V bike » Transport Department
measures Ilmgﬁ_crl to Noida, Faridabad teams

SHdPTel= SU AP gf¥ag faumT

: » Long jams on Delhi-

» Came into force on 1 Gurugram routes > I—_Ieavy deployment at all
November Reh-Teum™ major borders

1 a9 T TR o=t
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Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1 — in depth (1/2)

et yawr yfady — AR A (1/2)

What is BS-VI : End-of-life vehicles ~
BS-VI RIT & " e BSOS BEV || SRR 4 e WA arg Lo

» Bharat Stage norms,
modelled on Euro norms

YR W

» Nationwide from 1 April
2020

2020

» India skipped BS-V entirely
BS-V Bl

.

J

.

» Fuel sulphur 50 — 10 ppm
Helpr

» Diesel NOx cut by ~68%
NOx

» Diesel particulates cut by
~80%
HUT

Class24

» Delhi: 10-yr diesel, 15-yr
petrol limit (NGT)

3T AT

» Vehicle Scrappage Policy,
2021

whue Hifd

» Such vehicles are
iImpounded on the road

Wil
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Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1 — in depth (2/2)

IaQ’C
ﬂ Why Delhi chokes in winter | aféal & wgqor

.

O -

Stubble smoke

Punjab, Haryana
NS

t yawr ufaey — fawaR 9 (2/2)

Q-0-6

Still air Local sources GRAP
R gar

Inversion Vehicles, dust Staged curbs
PISNIEE] qTg, Yol RUEG

Did you know’>
5 QO e

» Driving without a valid PUC
can cost 10,000 (MV Act)

PUC

» Delhi’s first odd-even
scheme ran in Jan 2016

3Ts-a

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

18



ARTICLE 2 « ENVIRONMENT — AIR POLLUTION | W—WW

Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1 — background (1/2)
facett wa=r ufady — guYf (1/2)

.

Stage AQI
O[T AQl

| — Poor

RS 201-300

Il — Very Poor

9§ TS 301-400
Il — Severe

T 401-450
IV — Severe+ Above 450

3ffd TR

J

\_

» For NCR & adjoining
areas; Act of 2021

2021

» Replaced the old EPCA
EPCA

» Issues binding directions

PRI Adw

Class24

» National AQI launched in
2014

2014
» Tracks 8 pollutants

8 UgUdh
» 6 categories — Good to
Severe

6 forar

e GRAP stages | 39 TRUT == @ CAQM | 9T T[UTaT 3TANT ﬂ @ AQI basics | AQl @
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Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1 — background (2/2)
facett wazr ufady — guYf (2/2)

@ Bharat Stage journey | HRd %ol QAT Pl %%n-mobility push 3]
» PM E-DRIVE scheme
— — — (2024)
dieA 5-315d

BS-I BS-III BS-IV BS-VI -
BS-I BS-I1ll BS-1V BS-VI g .|§"_8.I:II’.|-II6IF FEAler Ve
2000 2010 (cities) 2017 nationwide 2020 > E20 petrol rolled out (2025)
2000 2010 2017 2020 E20
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Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1 — Static GK

feee

.

Fact Detail
a faawur

Special status Art 239AA (69th

Amdt)
River Yamuna
Tl
NCR Planning
Board 1985
NCR SIS
Administrator Lieutenant
UMD Governor

J

i} vawr ufady — Rifde I\ 3=

@ Delhi facts | ﬁﬁ- E Key pollutants - @ Green laws

» PM2.5 — reaches deep into
lungs & blood

PM2.5

» NO, — mainly vehicles; SO,
— coal
NO,, SO,

» Ground-level ozone —
forms in sunlight

3Mer

\_

Class24

» Air (Prevention & Control
of Pollution) Act, 1981

arg siferfra

» Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986
EPA

» Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, 2019
MV Act

’~
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Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1 — Map & Diagram

faeeht vawr ufdeer — A 9 o

Delhi’s entry curbs (till 31 January)

Allowed in Kept out / diverted

BS-VI vehicles with valid PUC Non-BS-VI vehicles from outside

CNG vehicles Through-trucks - expressways

Electric vehicles End-of-life vehicles impounded

Day 1 (12 a.m.-8 p.m.)

7,279 714

checked turned back

10 38
challans impounded

’ \ -
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Read the visual

o @ gus

» About 1 in 10 checked
vehicles turned back

10 ¥ 1
» Clean fuels (CNG, EV)
are exempt
WS U ge
» Through-traffic pushed

to peripheral
expressways

98t Teud
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Delhi bars non-BS-VI vehicles: 714 turned back on Day 1 — Map & Diagram

faeeh vawr ufdey — AT 9 oE

Border points that saw checks

|Sirhaul (Gurugram)|

Ghazipur

[Kalindi Kunj (Noida)|
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Read the vis.ual

o @ gus

» North borders (Singhu,
Auchandi): 6,285 checked,
445 turned back

ST |

» Sirhaul, Kapashera
jammed from 10 a.m.

GITH
» Kalindi Kunj: 50-60
vehicles sent back by
morning

BIfeidl Dol
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ARTICLE 3 » ECONOMY — TOURISM & PORTS | 3rdaa®iT - wdfeT 9 sewg

India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029

P Tded

Liners, ports mull expansion as India
targets doubling cruise traffic by 2029

In FY26 India’s 9 ports handled 212 ship calls, 462 lakh passengers domestic crulses contribused 1o 78% of ship calls, over S0% of traffic. Mumbal
Pandbed 45% of ship calls. 32% of passengers: from 8 international ship calls Lase season, Murbai port & seeing just five this year on geopolitics

NEWS AVALYSIS

Ameush Phadnis

be Centre’s aim to
I dooble crulse pas-
senger  traffic w

ane milllon by FY25 e
malns an course with the
development of teemlesaly
and addition of new ws
sels, Whike foreign ships
are making Sewwr port cally
this season dae 1o the on
guing tensions e the Red
Sea, domestic buriness iy
Faming ground
Corcella Crulses induce-
ad Its second vessel, Cor
dedla sk, In lae Dcwber
and s due 10 receive third
vl st wear, The firm
s eyving mtoce adiditions
“While it's 100 exly 0
provide specific detads at
this petnt, our direction re-
mains dear. Progressively
bulkd capacky i Boe with
the growth of the Indlan
Cruise macket” Jurges Bal
Joem, CED of Condelia Cruis
e, s during thee sevon]
quarter conference call
*Uemand & not an s
soe. With Cordelia’s three
crulse ships we shoukd be
able o meet our targer of
ome milkon annual passen
s by FY29." said Bajiv
kaa, former chalrmun of
Indian Pores Assocition
He urged eruise apera
fors and souren depart
memts 0 developn tourst
circuits to attract more fo
reign visitoes. “This will
make wp for the shorefall as
fewer foredgn crulse bners

Ease of salllagi Coruaives torand Snaouatle tas arms, pow s

are calling it Indian pores
Another oppoctunity s so
develop crutse nmeracies
covering south India and
Southwast Asia and bet
ween adia and West Asi,”
T sadided

Retail, AN otferings
Post sutharities are ex-
pandeg folites and in
trochucing cew offerings o
ATFACT  MOCE  PRSSenRers
and grow revenue, While
Chennal, Mumbai and Vi
sakhapatmam added mod
ern oruise erminals in the
past thiew years, work s
underway for one s Mor-
o port e Gos,
Developed at o cost of
TS5 crore, the 13ace
crulse termueal In Goa will
have checkin counters,

Acoomding e
PeTEnent officias
steps v udenay o
anly to expand facilities
but also case regubanions
therehw addressing e
concetns ol the indhsir

Sourgres, and resall stoces
and food couns. B can
Dberth four vessels slimulta
neously and provide RoRo
services 100, “Whike the
omestic <rugse secmingd is
tarpeted for completion by
June 2027, the entire pro-
Ject bs expecied 10 comples-
ed by December 20277
Mormugao Port Auchory
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skl

Cochin Port, oow a
biene port for Cordella
Empress, plans to budd 2
mega crulse terminal and
has appoicsed a consulan
50 preguare o detailed pro-
et repart, Meanwhile, the
crutee termizsal | Mumnbsg
hos added an experience
ceotre  offering  dining.
shopping, lestyle and e
sernalnment optlons to ar
Tract passengers and local
residents  ulike. Purched
o devols ibone the termi
nal, i will open in pluases
ot the nest Two monts
with o curaned it of
beancks

Tourism asset
Aditl Ketak, Darector of Bal
fard Pier Private Limited,

the compuny developing
the  experience  coamre,
sk, O coestiine can be
comne one of the country’s
meet distinctive  tourmn
assets, but that takes moce
than infrastructure; it calls
for experences that draw
peuple 1o the sen”

In FY26 the coumry's
e porey andled 212
slp calls aml 4462 lukh
Passeagers, Doesestic
cruies comributed o T5%
of shipes Calls aed ovwr 90%
of the traffic. Mumbai hae
died 45% of the ip calls
and S2% of all passengers
m FY26, From elghe inter-
mational ship calls let sear
00, Mumbal poct is seeing
Jsr fve this vear, a5 oo
PORGCHl eosions deive up
foel and e costs,

Tax reforms needed
Global crutss operatons are
bedlish on the Indlan mar
ket as they see 2 strong de
wand % trips within Asla,
the Caribibean and Exrope.
“Wo v wo plans 10
hoaneport vessels in In
at this time. Our focus is oo
werving  Indian guests
threeggh internaciomal it
eraries. We wil keep e
viewing the market as con
dilors evolve,”  sald
Norbesr Stiekiea, D0, go
bal sades, MSC Cruses.
Foeeign fames e hodd
oy gk from deploving
their ships in bodsy, and
the resse is oot the re
wonal  tensioms  alone
“They want tax reforms
“We are in discussioos
with a few oulse liners (o

depdoy thelr vessels In In
dia), Dur there s a lor of
roundwark g0 be done be-
fore we can make this hap-
pen. I regueres the rght in
frastrocture, chear pobickes
and a comumercially viable
enviroesment,” sald Nalind
Capta, Managing Dinectoe
at Click\y Crudse & Lotus
Destieations, regeesenting
gobul <riis oporaton.

“The sheghe mast g
Lot refanm woold be o tay
framwework for cruises in
Indian warters that is com-
petitive weh meernational
crulbsing andd comparatide to
other tourism and ctran-
spoet sectors,” Mr. Sthekma
added, OMficials say steps
arv uanderway not only o
expend facllities bur sko
wase reilationss, thervbn
addressog  the indistry
cuncerns ,

“The Cruise Hharat Mis-
skon  has ghen  Inda’s
crulse sector a chear direc
tlon, a srong Insticutional
framework and measir
e Gargaes, With the expan
wion of e ilnes and home-
porting of more ships, the
secwr is poised foe growth,

*Reforms such us e
oo visk visas, ssmplibed
share Jesve passes, QR
ondedased  lmemigration
clearasce, and  digised
customs will address the
concerns Tatsed by gobal
cruise Bows and stromrhen
India’s  competitivendess,”
said M. Angsmuthu, Chaie
s, Mumibai Port Author
ity.
(The writer 1s with The
Hindy businessiine}
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India Targets Doubling

Cruise Traffic by 2029
e a iR & il &t g
E1Y WISl & A1Y 2028-29 A% Pl 10 @G ﬁg\%aﬁma%ﬁwu;ﬁ%

AR d-1d

G The goal | d&d

» Target on course, say
officials

q U W

» Driven by new terminals &
ships

U efdqa

» Red Sea tensions cut
foreign port calls
GIGKSIRIES

¥ faceft seT FH 3 IE, W

J

.

W P PRIGR ¢ IET;

Cordelia’s growth
eao‘ﬁi%lm :

» 2nd ship Cordelia Sky
inducted (late Oct)

< IRT Slell
» 3rd vessel due next year

AIRIRT ST8Te

» Cochin is home port for
Cordelia Empress

g UIc

Class24

Cruise Bharat
oo HIvd

What forel n I|nes want E

» A competitive tax
framework
P el

» MSC: no plans to home-
port in India yet
MSC

> e-group visas, QR-code
Immigration

g-dte

\_
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India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029 — in depth (1/2)
P Ted — f[AwR ¥ (172)

Goa’s new terminal ﬁ Ports upgrading til G deas to grow | eI 9

, F185 cr i 13 acres \ > New t_errr_linals at Chennai, > Tqurist circuits to draw
Cost e Mumbai, Vizag (3 yrs) foreigners
AT PR e e e Afde
» Cochin: mega terminal > Itineraries: South India—SE
DPR under way Asia, India—West Asia
Cagie At
) ( ) » Mumbai: experience » Make the coast a tourism
4 Dec 2027 centre — dining, shopping asset
Ships at once + | | Full completion Glﬂ‘l-ﬁ% acig gdeq
Ro-Ro C{UF
STgTsl
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India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029 — in depth (2/2)
P9 Ted — fasarR 9 (2/2)

ﬂ Cruise Bharat Mission | P9 HRd fier KX G Did you k”OW",
» |India’s coastline is about
— — ﬁ — 11,098 km (revised 2024)
GLEEC]
Launched Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 . : : :
— » Mumbali’s cruise terminal is
oad R 2 = at Ballard Pier
| CRIERLR K
Sept 2024 Plan & partner New sites Mature by 2029
2024 o1 U = 2029
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India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029 — background (1/2)
T W — Y8 (1/2)

Major ports New maritime laws (2025)

R == @ Sagarmala | VRATAT & T HT =
» Launched 2015 - port-led » Merchant Shipping Act,
a3 faazur development 2025

Major ports 12 2015 e Rt
TH Deendaval > Pillars: port » Coastal Shipping Act,
R Cargqc;a (Keaenndlga modernisation, connectivity 2025
JTYFB BT e iage
Top container  JNPA, Navi
Mumbai » Also port-led industry & » Bills of Lading Act, 2025
Upcoming Vadhavan coastal communities f3a 3 Afsw

(Maharashtra) G2 3 B A )

. J \_ J g
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India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029 — background (2/2)
T W — Y8 (2/2)

@ Maritime vision | FHgt fae= h g.fggr%eg%% A
» Houthi attacks since late
- - - 2023
MIV 2030 Amrit Kaal 2047 Cruise Bharat 10 lakh cruisers : .
» Ships reroute via Cape of
CA] HURA 10 =9
MIV 2030 Sd E 3yl S e
&Y TP TS §IU
2021 2023 2024 FY29 _ _
2021 2023 2024 2029 » Higher fuel & insurance
COSts
ClE GG
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India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029 — Static GK
oY Tded — Rifas =g 3=

Qs ot D
Fact Detail
aw faa=ur

Ministry Ports, Shipping
HATAY & Waterways
IWAI

IWAI 1986

NW-1 Ganga: Haldia—
QTQ’IT{ S@HNT 1 Prayagraj

Al Brahmaputra

PRI ST 2

.

J

\_

» Bab-el-Mandeb — Red Sea
«— Gulf of Aden

» Hormuz — Persian Gulf «
Gulf of Oman

LT

» Malacca — Andaman Sea
«— South China Sea

HldpT

Class24

» Andaman & Nicobar — 836

Islands

ISAM-FPER

» Lakshadweep — 36 islands

a&gy

» Ten Degree Channel
separates Andaman & Nicobar

o feilht 3=«
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India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029 — Map & Diagram

P9 Tded — HHRE 9 e

Cruise passengers

10 lakh

4.62 lakh

FY26 FY29
(actual) {target)

45% / 52%
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FY26 snapshot

ship calls at 9 ports

of calls were domestic cruises

of passengers on domestic cruises

Mumbai’s share of calls / passengers

Ve

Read the visual

o @ gus

» Must grow about 2.2% in
three years

2.2 AT

» Domestic sailings carry
the market

G

» Mumbai dominates calls
and passengers
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India aims to double cruise traffic by 2029 — Map & Diagram
P9 Ted — AFfT 9 3RE

India’s main cruise ports

Mumbai - busiestrj%
cruise port
» East coast: Chennai &

\ Visakhapatnam
-

Mormugao, Goa - new Chennai ﬁ aE
terminal (2027) o
,/’: » Kochi is the gateway for

Lakshadweep cruises

d&g

Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» West coast hosts 3 of 5
key cruise ports
Uty de

Kochi - Cordelia
home port
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India’s concert economy finds its rhythm
Hiae dawT

India's concert economy finds rhythm of growth

Jyoti Banthia
Aishwarya Kumar

From Chennai’s annual
Margazhi music season to
Carnatic kutcheris and
Hindustani classical music
mehfils around the coun-
try, Thyagaraja Aradhana
in Thiruvaiyaru and Falgu-
ni Pathak’s energetic music
shows in Ahmedabad, live
performances have always
found a ready audience in
India. What has changed in
recent times is the scale.
One of the earliest large-
scale commercial concerts
in India was The Police’s
charity performance at
Mumbai’s Rang Bhavan in
the 1980s and Michael Jack-
son’s 1996 concert, also in
Mumbai, which drew over
70,000 fans. Today, such
extravaganzas are no lon-
ger one-off treats but a
year-round business, com-

Huge market: An EY report pegged India's organised live event
market at over 212,000 crore in 2024, growing at 19% annually .

plete with ticketing plat-
forms, promoters, spon-
sors and host cities
competing for a share of
the moolah.

Vasudev Roy (name
changed on request) and
eight friends paid 12,500
each to attend Ed Shee-
ran’s recent concert in
Bengaluru. By no means

cheap, the experience jus-
tified the price, says Roy.
As Sheeran strummed his
guitar and launched into
the chartbuster ‘Perfect’,
thousands of voices joined
in. The familiar lyrics ac-
quired a different meaning
when heard live, Rao says,
as friends sang together
and strangers swayed in

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

unison. This willingness to
spend big on shared expe-
riences is reshaping India’s
concert economy. Au-
diences book tickets
months in advance and tra-
vel across cities to catch
everything from interna-
tional acts such as Cold-
play and Linkin Park to ho-
megrown artistes Shreya
Ghoshal, Sunidhi Chauhan
and Diljit Dosanjh.

Discovery platforms
Ticketing platform Book-
MyShow’s live events reve-
nue more than tripled
from ¥237.5 crore in FY23
to I756 crore in FY25 and is
now approaching 828
crore. An EY report pegged
India’s organised live event
market at over 12,000
crore in 2024, growing at
19% annually over the fol-
lowing three years.
Established platforms

and newer entrants are in
the fray, including District,
food delivery platform Zo-
mato’s entertainment arm,
and Thumpn, founded last
year. Thumpn has nearly
3.5 lakh registered users
and has sold an equal num-
ber of tickets till date, says
its founder and CEO, Varun
Khare. While revenue
comes from booking fees
and commercial arrange-
ments with organisers,
Khare sees a bigger oppor-
tunity in supporting the
wider live entertainment
ecosystem. “We don’t need
to own every event to parti-
cipate in its success. We'd
rather build a platform that
helps the entire industry
grow, and grow alongside
it,” he says.

Beyond tickets
The platforms have to find
ways to capture a bigger

share of the spending and
engagement that sur-
rounds a live event,
beyond just sale of a ticket.

For BookMyShow, the
answer increasingly lies in
production. The company
offered over 32,400 live
events across 319 cities in
2024 and produced more
than 900 shows for Indian
artistes in FY25, says Na-
man Pugalia, chief busi-
ness officer, live events. Its
portfolio includes interna-
tional tours and licensed
properties such as Lollapa-
looza India. “Fans tend to
hold the brand that sold
them the ticket accounta-
ble for the whole expe-
rience, so taking on more
of the value chain became
the most direct way to
raise those standards,” Pu-
galia explains.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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India’s Concert Economy
Finds Rhythm of Growth

FW-FUR 11 10 98 FIUC 3(F GId U HT FRITR —

W1 ¥8; feo T wiewid, yHer 3k

» The Police charity show,
Rang Bhavan (1980s)

1980 HT AP

» Big concerts were one-off
treats

HU-FUR

» Classical kutcheris &
mehfils had loyal crowds

s, weftea

\_

J

.

» Ayear-round business
AT U

» Global acts: Coldplay,
Linkin Park

fae=ht saeR

» Home stars: Shreya
Ghoshal, Sunidhi, Diljit
YR RdR

' fewe -
T e 20 9 o A e & o

c Then | dd ':9 e Now | 3id f e Fans spend big | @& =]
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Live events

T1Eq 39¢

» Friends paid 12,500 each
for one show

12,500

» Book months ahead, travel
across cities

Ugel A gfcb

» Pay for shared
experiences

T U
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India’s concert economy finds its rhythm — in depth (1/2)

PIac AdaRT — IR A (1/2)

The platforms
O 0

» BookMyShow — the market
leader

CE DR

» District — Zomato’s
entertainment arm

fefae

» Thumpn — 3.5 lakh users in
a year
YA

.

J

BookMyShow’s play e , .

» Now produces shows —
900+ for Indian artistes (FY25)

fAtor

» Runs licensed
Lollapalooza India

IS

» Owns more of the value
chain

e e

.

» Earns via booking fees &
deals

i e

» “Don’t need to own every
event” — Varun Khare

IO WY

» Build for the whole
ecosystem

UIGE!
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India’s concert economy finds its rhythm — in depth (2/2)
Piae daarr — fawrR A (2/2)

aWhereaconcert rupee goes | ﬁ@rmm Pr 7Y

Did you know?

AT 3T T &2
» Lollapalooza began in the
US in 1991
1991
q;;f% P'atform P“’mOter ;3]%% » Diljit Dosanjh — first Punjabi
" artist at Coachella (2023)
| | Dradl
Buys ticket Fees Artist, venue Hotels, travel,
eh HATDR, VA food
gled, I
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India’s concert economy finds its rhythm — background (1/2)

Hi-ac AdTaTRT — YFYFA (1/2)

Creative-economy terms Concert tourism Ticket scalping
» PM flagged the “concert » Coldplay resale row (2024)
R Sk economy” in Jan 2025 — EOW probe
Orange Creative U%IT-'-l'H'Eﬁ i
economy industries i
TSI DI » States now compete to » Fake & inflated resale
L host shows tickets
AVGC Animation, VFX, A
AVGC gaming, comics Il H gl il fese
WAVES Media summit, » Lifts hotels, transport, » Calls for an anti-scalping
doq Mumbai (2025) oo law |
- Creative-tech glcd, Uiag+ BT B AN
T institute,
Mumbai
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India’s concert economy finds its rhythm — background (2/2)
PI-ad rferawr — ggyf (2/2)

Music festivals e

@ Roots of Indian music | YR I &t & Pl
» Tansen Samaroh — Gwalior
a9 JHRIE

» Sawai Gandharva — Pune

Iiftd Sa B

Natyashastra Carnatic tr|n|ty Gharanas Stadium stage .
ATRIRTE -\‘:HTS: ﬂ%ﬁ
» Hornbill — Nagaland
Bharata Muni Thyagaraja & co. Hindustani Today Eliilaﬁl
WRd G- RIUNE fegemil 3Tl
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India’s concert economy finds its rhythm — Static GK
Pi-ac AT — Wfad =T 9+

Bharat Ratna musicians

YR ¥d GdopR

Name Year
| GL
M.S.

Subbulakshmi 1998
TH.TH. gegaigHl

Rav[ Shankar 1999
Lata

Mangeshkar 2001
GG

Bhimsen Joshi 2009

.

J

=z |15 JuslBus

\_

Instruments & maestros

=

Class24

@ Honours | HHIH O

» Santoor — Shivkumar
Sharma

q

» Tabla — Zakir Hussain
GEGL

» Sarod — Amjad Ali Khan

Wiq

» Sangeet Natak Akademi —

set up 1952

I ATcP BICH!
» A.R. Rahman — two Oscars
(2009)

W3R, IgHIH
» Ricky Kej — three
Grammys

Rt bw
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India’s concert economy finds its rhythm — Map & Diagram
Hi-de AYTaRIT — UHRT T 3RE

Ve

Read the vis.ual
Live events market '&ﬁ' aﬁ 3 |5|
BookMyShow live-events revenue .
» BookMyShow live
$828 cr revenue rose over 3x in
ki i india’s i'r(;z(r)tics:;l live two vears
events market (2024, EY) y
3 T 9 Sifte
» Market valued at
¥12,000 cr+ (EY)
axpeLteit Joratiiover 212,000 HIS
I—— the next three years '
: » Growing about 19% a
year
19% qIfy®
' ’ 32,400+ events, 319 cities
FY23 FY25 Now (BookMyShow, 2024)

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express



ARTICLE 4 + ECONOMY — CREATIVE ECONOMY | Si¥eua®T - TeHTe® Srdauawit

Class24

India’s concert economy finds its rhythm — Map & Diagram

PIac AVTTRIT — AR T AR

Music map of India

/

Ahmedabad - stadium
mega-shows

Mumbai - Michael
Jackson, 1996

Bengaluru - Ed
Sheeran tour | .

D

gt .[Thiruvaiyaru - Thyagaraja

Chennai - Margazhi
music season

Aradhana

Ve
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» Chennai — Margazhi music
season (Dec-Jan)

» Thiruvaiyaru (Thanjavur) —
Thyagaraja Aradhana

» Ahmedabad stadium hosts
mega-shows

SfeHcaldl¢

» Mumbai — Michael Jackson
drew 70,000 (1996)
Has 1996
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New IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision
TG Y 1 9y’ faerd

Class24

FUTURE-READYAIRFORCE

New IAF chief
Dixit unveils
'VAYU' vision

AMRITA NAYAK DUTTA
New Delhi, November 1

A DAY AFTER he took charge asthe 29th Chief of Air
Staff, Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit outlined his
top priorities tostrengthen and modernise the force.

They are; Restoring the IAF’s sanctioned combat
strength, boosting self-reliance, adopting the latest
technologies and procedures, and strengthening
synergy between the three services.

He summed up these priorities in a word synony-
mouswith the IAF - ‘VAYU' The‘V’stands forvigilance
and readiness. Every squadron, radar,airdefence unit
and air warrior must be ready to respond at a
moment’s notice, Air Chief Marshal Dixit said.
“Restoring our combat strength towards the sanc-
tioned level will also be my foremost task,” he added.

The IAF’s fighter strength is well below its sanc-
tioned 42 squadrons. Several MiG-21 squadrons
have been phased out in recent years, other fighter
squadrons are scheduled tobe phased out by theend

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express

of 2029-30, and the
induction of the LCA
Tejas has been delayed.
The'A'in VAYU stands
for Aatmanirbharta, or
self-reliance, Air Chief
Marshal Dixitsaid. Prior
ities centre on the Tejas
Mkl and MKIA, the
next-generation
Advanced Medium Com-
bat Aircraft, alongside
Indian-made weapons
~ and sensors.
Air Chief Marshal The IAFwill fight with
Ashutosh Dixit Indian solutions, fielded
) in adequate numbers to
meet sustained operational demands."Our respon-
sibilityis to fight and win, but most importantly it is
todeterconflict through credible Air Power,"he said.
“Y is for Yukti, our ingenuity,” Air Chief Marshal
Dixit said. He added that the IAFwould continue to
advance innovation in doctrine, procedures and
technology; networked, Al-enabled command and
control; layered counter-drone defence; responsive
maintenance; force protection; resilience; and the
use of near-space as an operational domain.
“Ustands forunity of effort,"he said."In stepwith
the vision of Al — Jointness, Aatmanirbharta and
Innovation —wewill plan and fight as one alongside
our Army, our Navyand our national agencies.” He
emphasised that air power is most effective when
integrated from the outset. Describing the Indian Air
Force as “vigilant, ready and resolute”, he said: “Our
commitment isclear: to remain ready, to keep trans-
forming and to deliverwhenever the nation calls”
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New |IAF Chief Dixit

Unvells ‘VAYU’ Vision

AT & 299 U TR A ARie SR[aIy SHard A SRUR U & ofTa famT sra=it

U “qry” Ve A - G| . JTeAfTRen, 8 a@-ie 3R i1
%Tmuglﬁ;ﬁﬁmargw TS - TPpd ASTE &l bt Tt L]

Air power

arg

c The new chief | 7T W[ ;;s task list The sq%on gap lL"
» Air Chief Marshal » Restore sanctioned combat » Sanctioned: 42 fighter
Ashutosh Dixit strength — “foremost task” squadrons

ey e ASTR & 42 Wipd
» 20th Chief of the Air Staff > Adopt the latest technology » Actual strength well below
: & procedures that
299 YqQ
» Outlined priorities a day . Readv to respond at a _
after taking charge om en¥,5 o otige 2’ Ogﬂgogeo_sﬁ'_g%ir%glsarige by
Ugdl | ; Tej y

e Jarfighy

. J \ J \ J
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New |IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision — in depth (1/2)
ATgE-T Y &1 9’ fave — iR & (1/2)

° Self-reliance plan
STfRan

.

» Tejas Mkl & Mk1A fighters
derT

» Next-gen AMCA
AMCA

> Indian-made weapons &
sensors

e gRAR

J

e ‘Igr]%nuity (Yukti) ‘.

» Al-enabled, networked
command & control

Al ©HIA

» Layered counter-drone
defence

-

» Near-space as an
operational domain

Ape-siaie

. J

Class24

inntness & deterrence

YAl

» Guided by JAI — Jointness,
Aatmanirbharta, Innovation

JAI

> Air power works best
integrated from the outset

I3 F THIHROT

» Aim: “deter conflict through
credible air power”

I RN

[
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New |IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision — in depth (2/2)
ATgE-T Y &1 9y’ fave — iR & (2/2)

G Fighter fleet road map | W@GT

» |AF chief’s rank: Air Chief
Marshal (4-star)
iR
M%Z;{%%ed Tejas MK1A Rafale ﬁl\l\/lll((::ﬁ > Arjan Singh — only five-star
AT officer of the IAF
Sept 2025 Inducting 36 in service 5th gen, 2030s
2025 RIS Jar y UTerdt tet
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Did you know?

T 3T AT 82
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DEFENCE - AIR FORCE | Y& - arIaT

New |IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision — background (1/2)
I Y 1 Ay faeT — ggyf (1/2)

e IAF’s aircraft
g & fauE
Aircraft Origin
faa= qd
Rafale France
B | (Dassault)
Su-SOMKI Russia / HAL
lejas HAL (India)
oo
C-295 Airbus—Tata,
C-295 Vadodara

.

J

\_

AMCA ‘*l
I9d W derg faur

» 5th-generation stealth
fighter

TR

» Designed by ADA (DRDO)
ADA

» Execution model with
private industry (2025)

foreit uriiqrt

Class24

Jointness reforms

g GUR b

» CDS post created 2020 —
Gen Bipin Rawat first

CDS

» Department of Military
Affairs (DMA)
DMA

» Theatre commands
planned

figer oA
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New |IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision — background (2/2)

AT T &1 ‘ary’ fae — gy (2/2)

Air defence shield O

@ IAF in action | U9 SfiaM s
» S-400 “Sudarshan Chakra”
nd nd > S-400

g R&f

» Indigenous Akash missiles

1947-48 1971 1999 2019 3THTI
1947-48 1971 1999 2019
» |[ACCS - integrated air
Airlift to Srinagar Bangladesh war Kargil Balakot strike command network
TR CILSI R BRI CINIEI IACCS
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New IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision — Static GK
IR U BT 919’ faeq — Rfae am= g

@ IAF gallantry | 9l ‘o’

» Motto: Nabhah Sparsham » Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon —
Deeptam (Gita) AT ac IAF’s only Param Vir Chakra

TH: IR E.‘ICEILI ﬁ%r%);" General RAAR 55
» HQ: Vayu Bhawan, New Y- » Abhinandan Varthaman —
Delhi S Admiral Vir Chakra (2019)

arg Mg Air Force Air Chief 4R =%
» Aerobatic team: Surya Qg Marshal » PVC designed by Savitri
Kiran Supreme : Khanolkar

President (Art
g4 fvor Coﬁmmander 53) ( it @ A

@ IAF facts | mg#naw )-’- @ _\Sa;r_[vice Chiae;fls:l’_dranks E
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New IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision — Map & Diagram
AT U BT 9y’ fae — aFfe 9 e

Ve

Read the viqual
VAYU - the new IAF chief’s four priorities ICEEIREE

» One word, four
priorities

A IR U4 fHeHarg
B (N » Spells the force’s own
\ name — VAYU (air)

» Mixes readiness with
Vigilance Aatmanirbharta Yukti Unity of reform

& readiness (self-reliance) (ingenuity) effort a-q-lﬁ qd -\HW
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New IAF chief Dixit unveils ‘VAYU’ vision — Map & Diagram

AT U BT 9y’ fae — aFfe 9 e

IAF’s seven commands

[Western - New Delhi|

e
|Central - Prayag

South Western -
Gandhinagar

[Maintenance - Nagpur|

[Training - Bengaluru|

Y \
Southern -
Thiruvananthapuram
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Read the vis.ual

o = gus

» 7 commands — 5
operational, 2 functional

7 PHIA

» Operational HQs stretch

from Gandhinagar to

Shillong
MR | e

» Training (Bengaluru),

Maintenance (Nagpur)
UiR&or, IEREId
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

.

RRB NTPC 2025 (UG) CBT-2

17 Sep 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Navy’s destroyer project

Which of the following naval ships participated
In the SLINEX-25 exercise in Sri Lanka in
August 20257

(a) INS Talwar and INS Shivalik
(b) INS Vikrant and INS Trikand
(c) INS Kolkata and INS Satpura
(d) INS Rana and INS Jyoti

Class24

RRB Group D (CEN 2024)
27 Dec 2025 (Shift 2) « Topic: Navy’s destroyer project

What is the name of the submarine
commissioned by India on January 15, 20257

(a) INS Kalvari
(b) INS Khanderi
(c) INS Vela

(d) INS Vagsheer

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 - GS |

24 May 2026 (Q35) <« Topic: Cruise traffic & ports

Consider the following statements about the Sagarmala
Programme: I. It seeks port-led growth through cost-
effective, sustainable coastal infrastructure. Il. Its success
is reflected in growth of coastal and inland waterway
shipping and better global port rankings. Ill. Sagarmala 2.0
aims to make India a global maritime innovation hub.
Which relationships are correct? 1. Il validates 1. 2. Il
extends | into a future-oriented framework. 3. | contradicts
II.

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

.

AFCAT (02) 2026

8 Aug 2026 (Shift 2, Q41) < Topic: New IAF chief

Which of the following armed forces of India
was established on 8 October 1932 and later
had Subroto Mukerjee as its first Indian Chief?

(a) Central Reserve Police Force
(b) Indian Air Force

(c) Indian Army

(d) Border Security Force
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

.

RRB NTPC 2025 (UG) CBT-2

17 Sep 2026 (Shift 1) « Topic: Navy’'s destroyer project

Which of the following naval ships participated
In the SLINEX-25 exercise in Sri Lanka in
August 2025?

(a) INS Talwar and INS Shivalik
(b) INS Vikrant and INS Trikand
(c) INS Kolkata and INS Satpura
(d) INS Rana and INS Jyoti

Answer: (d) — India—Sri Lanka naval exercise.
INS ITUTT 3% INS Saifd |

Class24

RRB Group D (CEN 2024)
27 Dec 2025 (Shift 2) « Topic: Navy’s destroyer project

What is the name of the submarine
commissioned by India on January 15, 20257

(a) INS Kalvari
(b) INS Khanderi
(c) INS Vela

(d) INS Vagsheer

Answer: (d) — Sixth and last Scorpene (P-75) sub, built by
MDL.
INS aTRAR |
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.

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 - GS |

24 May 2026 (Q35) <« Topic: Cruise traffic & ports

Consider the following statements about the Sagarmala
Programme: I. It seeks port-led growth through cost-effective,
sustainable coastal infrastructure. Il. Its success is reflected in
growth of coastal and inland waterway shipping and better global
port rankings. lll. Sagarmala 2.0 aims to make India a global
maritime innovation hub. Which relationships are correct? 1. Il
validates I. 2. lll extends | into a future-oriented framework. 3. |
contradicts Il

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Answer: (b) — Infrastructure and innovation complement each
other.
130 21

Class24

AFCAT (02) 2026

8 Aug 2026 (Shift 2, Q41) < Topic: New IAF chief

Which of the following armed forces of India
was established on 8 October 1932 and later
had Subroto Mukerjee as its first Indian Chief?

(a) Central Reserve Police Force
(b) Indian Air Force

(c) Indian Army

(d) Border Security Force

Answer: (b) — Air Force Day is 8 October.
I
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

SSC CGL 2025 - Tier 2 (Paper 1)

19 Jan 2026 < Topic: Bhutan’s Project 108

Which of the following Buddhist Councils and
their locations are correctly matched?

(a) First — Rajagriha
(b) Second — Lumbini
(c) Third — Kashmir

(d) Fourth — Pataliputra

.

UPSSSC Lower PCS 2026
23 Aug 2026 < Topic: Bhutan’s Project 108

Where did Gautama Buddha deliver his first
sermon after attaining enlightenment?

(a) Shravasti
(b) Sarnath

(c) Kaushambi
(d) Kushinagar
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Asked in Exams — guess the answer! | WWW@%

.

RRB NTPC 2024 (UG) CBT-1

29 Aug 2025 (Shift 1) < Topic: Firecrackers & your ears

Which of the following noise levels is
considered potentially harmful to human health
If experienced over extended periods?

(a) 30 dB
(b) 90 dB
(c) 70 dB
(d) 50 dB

Class24

SSC CGL 2025 - Tier 2 (Paper 1)

19 Jan 2026 < Topic: Firecrackers & your ears

What is the audible frequency range for the
human ear?

(a) 0-10,000 Hz

(b) 20-20,000 Hz
(c) 2 kHz—20 kHz
(d) 100-1,000 Hz
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

SSC CGL 2025 - Tier 2 (Paper 1)

19 Jan 2026 < Topic: Bhutan’s Project 108

Which of the following Buddhist Councils and
their locations are correctly matched?

(a) First — Rajagriha
(b) Second — Lumbini
(c) Third — Kashmir

(d) Fourth — Pataliputra

Answer: (a) — 2nd Vaishali, 3rd Pataliputra, 4th Kundalavana
(Kashmir).

Y - IS[E |

UPSSSC Lower PCS 2026
23 Aug 2026 < Topic: Bhutan’s Project 108

Where did Gautama Buddha deliver his first
sermon after attaining enlightenment?

(a) Shravasti
(b) Sarnath
(c) Kaushambi
(d) Kushinagar

.

Answer: (b) — Deer Park, Isipatana —
Dhammachakkappavattana.
ARATY |
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Answers & Explanation | 3xIX d HIAT

.

RRB NTPC 2024 (UG) CBT-1

29 Aug 2025 (Shift 1) < Topic: Firecrackers & your ears

Which of the following noise levels is
considered potentially harmful to human health
If experienced over extended periods?

(a) 30 dB
(b) 90 dB
(c) 70 dB
(d) 50 dB

Answer: (b) — Long exposure 2 ~85-90 dB causes noise-
induced hearing loss.
90 dB|

Class24

SSC CGL 2025 - Tier 2 (Paper 1)

19 Jan 2026 < Topic: Firecrackers & your ears

What is the audible frequency range for the
human ear?

(a) 0-10,000 Hz

(b) 20-20,000 Hz
(c) 2 kHz—20 kHz
(d) 100-1,000 Hz

Answer: (b) — Below 20 Hz infrasound, above 20 kHz
ultrasound.
20-20,000 Hzl
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Test Yourself — Q1-4 | TG4 &1 UG
4 N\ )
@ Project 18A of the Indian Navy relates to: @ '(I:'Ezir[)eedfebr;c;gcqwsnlon coumel (BAe)
. :
Hiviae 18A forad Hafta @ e
(a) Aircraft carriers (b) Next-gen stealth destroyers (a) Prime Minister (b) Chief of Defence Staff
(c) Nuclear submarines (d) Patrol vessels (c) Defence Minister (d) Defence Secretary
J J
N\ )
@ BS-VI emission norms came into force across @ GRAP Stage IV in Delhi-NCR is invoked when
India on: . AQl is:
BS-VI U U¥ &= § ©d AN §T? A7 TR IV S AN Il 82
(@) 1 April 2017 (b) 1 April 2020 (a) 201-300 (b) 301-400
(c) 1 January 2019 (d) 1 April 2022 (c) 401-450 (d) Above 450
A J

\_
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Test Yourself — Q5-8 | TG4 &1 W
( N\ )
@ The Commission for Air Quality Management @ India’s largest container port is:
(CAQM) was set up under an Act of: . . -
et S YR BT Aa TST He-} dGG:
(a) 2019 (b) 2020 (a) Deendayal (Kandla) (b) INPA
(c) 2021 (d) 2023 (c) Chennai (d) Paradip
\_ J J
( ) 4 )
e i'rshgglgda;?!aAradhana, <V CEIMEWE MG TESvE, Which maestro is associated with the santoor?
RIS ARTYAT FEl il 32 R H g S
(a) Madurai (b) Thiruvaiyaru (a) Zakir Hussain (b) Shivkumar Sharma
(c) Kanchipuram (d) Mysuru (c) Amjad Ali Khan (d) Hariprasad Chaurasia
\_ J \_ J
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Test Yourself — Q9-10 | a0 &I IR
( N\ )
@ The IAF’s sanctioned flghter strength is: @ The only IAF officer awarded the Param V|r Chakra is:
(a) 32 squadrons (b) 36 squadrons (a) Arjan Singh (b) Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon
(c) 42 squadrons (d) 45 squadrons (c) Abhinandan Varthaman (d) Subroto Mukerjee
\_ J J
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Answer Key — Q1-5 | 3R d HTEAT

Next-gen stealth destroyers — About 80,000 crore.

3FTCN Ugt & fadae® |

Defence Minister — Gives AoN for purchases.
& AT

1 April 2020 — India skipped BS-V.
1 30U 2020

Above 450 — “Severe+”.
450 ¥ HUX|

2021 — Replaced EPCA.
20211
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Answer Key — Q6-10 | 3IX d AT

JNPA — In Navi Mumbai.
JNPAI

e Thiruvaiyaru — Thanjavur district.
feredars |

Shivkumar Sharma — Kashmiri instrument.

RIEGUR M|

42 squadrons — Actual strength far lower.
42 Iplg|

@ Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon — 1971 war, Srinagar.
frersiia Rig |

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 ¢ The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 61



¢ class24
Myth Buster of the Day — Environment | 3{TSl ®T YH- Y

4 N\ (

° MYTH | YH Q FACT | 9

Py ) ) EVs have no tailpipe, so they cut street-level smoke sharply — a big gain for cities
Electric vehicles cause like Delhi. But they still release dust from tyres, brakes and road wear, and most of

: 9y India’s electricity still comes from coal, so charging them causes emissions at the
Z€r0 pO I I ution. power plant. Making the battery also has an environmental cost. EVs are much

sﬁ% dlg- ﬁm cleaner, not zero-pollution.
UG ol Ped |

%\%?}%;&ﬁﬁobm:l gTel UTgy el aIdT, 3T USd R UGHUT 984 gedl § — faed o

~\

o T8T TTH | IR TR, 9 3R Joo [ ¥ 4 Hbad! 8, 3R HRd Bt

WTeTaR faorel o 1 Piae ¥ st 8, ST TSHT BT I fowieier IR giaT 3
et 91 1 ot yafaRofla ard B 1 eV Fal 31 o §, a-Ugyul gl |

A

() Cleaner is not the same as zero. | WWH&Q@H@TI

Daily Current Affairs « 2 November 2026 < The Hindu | Indian Express | Financial Express 62




C M 23 skill24.study/money-back-stock-market-course-batch-b3

@ Awards and Honou... 1% 15 Amazing Facts.. we 20 Best Nonprofit.. @ Acumen | Partners - m 11 Unigue Nonprof..

*w © £ | & & [ Finishupdate :

1 11 Excellent Exam.. @ The Top 13 Nonpr.. » [ All Bookmarks

Skill24 STOCK MARKET  WORKSHOP 799 COURSES SKILLLAB TEACHERS BLOG CONTACT m

MONEY BACK STOCK MARKET COURSE BATCH B3

Dilkhush Kumar

12 October, 2026

Limited Time Offer — 50% OFF
320000
® You save T20,000 (50% OFF) on this col
W Have a Coupon Code? +
i



LTl

QUICK REVISION

—

Thank you

CLASS24 » DAILY CURRENTAFFAIRS » RAS+ UPSC



