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“Time is a drug. Too much of it kills you.”

— Terry Pratchett, Small Gods
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At least 19 killed in Nepal
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SC orders poll panel to accept Aadhaar as ID

EC ordered to instruct officials in Bihar to accept I The judges clarified that Aadhaar would be used as The EC is penalising officers accepting Aadhaar,

Aadhaar during special intensive revision of rolls

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Monday direct-

ed the Election
Commission to include
Aadhaar as the 12th “indi-
cative” document that
those seeking inclusion or
exclusion of names on the
electoral rolls of Bihar
could file as proof of identi-
ty during the special inten-
sive revision.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi clarified that the use of
Aadhaar would strictly be
as proof of identity, and
not as evidence of Indian
citizenship.

The EC officials are en-
titled to verify the “authen-
ticity and genuineness” of
the Aadhaar submitted to
them, just the way they
would do in the case of the
other 11 documents, the
court noted in the order.

“Apart from passport
and birth certificate, none
of the remaining nine of
the 11 documents you [EC]
have listed for SIR are con-
clusive proof of citizen-
ship. The petitioners are al-
so agreeing that Aadhaar is
not proof of citizenship.
Statutorily also Aadhaar is
not proof of citizenship.
Then why can’t you add
Aadhaar too in the list?
This court has asked you
several times to consider
Aadhaar... Why are you
not?” Justice Bagchi asked
the EC’s counsel, senior ad-
vocate Rakesh Dwivedi.

The court ordered the
EC to issue instructions to
officials, from Electoral Re-
gistration Officers to
booth-level officers (BLOs),
working on the ground in
poll-bound Bihar, to accept
Aadhaar from persons fil-
ing claims or objections.

Approximately 65 lakh
voters, out of a total 7.89

proof of identity and not as evidence of citizenship

Go-ahead for Aadhaar

The Supreme Court has allowed the use of Aadhaar as proof of
identity for special intensive revision of electoral rolls in Bihar

= The court takes note
that despite its repeated
directives, booth-level
officers were refusing to
accept Aadhaar

= |t directs EC to publicise
the order to inform voters
that they can use Aadhaar

= Document should be used
only as proof of identity

or residence, and not as
evidence of citizenship

crore in the State, were ex-
cluded from the draft rolls
published on August 1.
The deadline for filing
claims to include names
and file objections to ex-
clude names for reasons
such as death, permanent
shifting, and duplication,
was September 1. The EC,
on September 2, clarified
that these were welcome

The petitioners
are also agreeing
that Aadhaar is not proof
of citizenship. Then why
can't you add

Aadhaar tooin
the list?”
JUSTICE JOYMALYA

BAGCHI
w BC

even beyond the deadline.
On July 10, the Supreme
Court urged the EC to con-
sider accepting Aadhaar as
a document of identity
during the SIR. Again, on
August 14, the court for-
mally directed the use of
Aadhaar as a proof of iden-
tity and residence. Finally,
on August 22, in response
to complaints that the EC

was still not accepting Aad-
haar as a valid proof of
identity or residence dur-
ing the claims-and-objec-
tions period, the court
clarified that voters exclud-
ed from the draft electoral
roll could attach either
Aadhaar card or any of the
11 “indicative” documents.

BLOs at refusal
On Monday, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for Bihar’s main Opposi-
tion party, the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal, said the BLOs
were refusing to accept
Aadhaar from claimants
despite these back-to-back
orders from the top court.
“Your Lordships had
clearly said several times
that Aadhaar can be used
as an alternative to any of
the 11 documents. BLOs are
still refusing. The EC is pe-
nalising officers for accept-
ing Aadhaar and issued
show-cause notices to

BLOs who have allowed
Aadhaar...  Disciplinary
proceedings have already
started against these offic-
ers. There are no instruc-
tions from EC to officers to
accept Aadhaar despite
separate orders by this
court... I have 24 affidavits
from people from various
districts who were unsuc-
cessful in giving Aadhaar.
The EC's conduct amounts
to gross contempt of this
court’s orders... We want
Aadhaar to be used as
proof of residence or iden-
tity, so that a person can
vote. We want only 11 docu-
ments plus Aadhaar,” Mr.
Sibal submitted.

Mr. Dwivedi countered
that Aadhaar could not be
accorded the same status
as a passport. Besides, he
contended that over 99%
of the excluded voters had
already submitted their
claims and objections, dis-
proving the petitioners’ ar-

this amounts to gross contempt, says Kapil Sibal

gument that people did not
have any of the 11 docu-
ments. Mr. Dwivedi said
none of the political par-
ties had pointed out any er-
rors with the SIR process.
Justice Kant said Aad-
haar was like any other of-
ficial document. Both sta-
tutes and judicial dictum
did not consider Aadhaar
as proof of citizenship.
Justice Bagchi said Aad-
haar was not “alien” to the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act. “One of the provi-
sions of the Act, in fact, al-
lows Aadhaar as proof of
residence,” the judge said.
The court orally asked
Mr. Dwivedi to give “pu-
blicity” to the judicial or-
der so that aggrieved vo-
ters would come to know
and file their claims and
objections along with Aad-
haar, if need be.
The case is listed for
further hearing on Sep-
tember 15.




Supreme Court Order

Directed Election Commission
(EC) to accept Aadhaar as the
12th “indicative” document
during special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Bihar.

Aadhaar to be used only as
proof of identity/residence,
not as proof of citizenship.

Court’s Reasoning

Other accepted documents
(passport, birth certificate, etc.)
also don’t conclusively prove
citizenship.

Petitioners argued Aadhaar is
not citizenship proof — court
agreed.




Implementation

EC must instruct Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) and Booth Level Officers (BLOs).
Aadhaar can be attached to claims for inclusion/exclusion of names.

Background

About 65 lakh voters excluded from draft electoral roll in Bihar.

Multiple court orders (July 10, Aug 14, Aug 22) reminded EC to accept Aadhaar.
Contempt Issues

Despite court directives, BLOs refused Aadhaar, citing lack of EC instructions.

Kapil Sibal (for opposition) argued EC’s refusal = gross contempt.

Disciplinary action initiated against BLOs.



e Aadhaar Act, 2016: Aadhaar is proof of identity and residence, not
citizenship.

e Supreme Court (Puttaswamy case, 2018) upheld Aadhaar’s validity but
restricted mandatory use.

Aadhaar as Identity:

Election Commission e Aadhaar-Voter ID linking initiated under Election Laws (Amendment) Act,

2021 to curb duplication.
& Aadhaa r: e Concerns: privacy, data security, and exclusion of vulnerable groups.

EIECtO ral ROI IS In e Revised annually under Representation of People Act, 1950.
Ind ia . e 11 indicative documents earlier accepted; Aadhaar now added as 12th.




At least 19 killed in Nepal
protests; Sharma Oli govt.
revokes social media ban

Ssnjecy
KATHMANDU

At least 19 people were
killed and over 300 injured
in Nepal on Monday after
protests erupted in cities

media ban impased by the
K.P. Sharma Ol govern-
ment, In Kathmandu, the
police fired rubber bullets
and live rounds at a de
monstration. The govern-
ment revoked the ban kste

other major clties w0 prot-
est “cormuption, nepotism,
anduum‘o‘gh

tempt to silence dissent.,
A Cabinet meeting held
in the evening decided to

filtrators™ for the violence.
He also expressed sorrow
over the deaths during the
protests.

Earlier, Home Minister
Ramesh Lekhak resigned
over the developments.

At Maitighar, in the
heart of Kathmandu, de
monstrators started gath-

The police using water Cannon on protesters during clashes outside
the parkament building in Kathmandu on Monday. &

decision to lift the social

ering from Manday morn-
ing, and as time passed,
the protest grew bigger.
They marched towards
the Federal Parliament
budlding in New Banesh-
wor, and broke through
the police cordon to enter
thcprwﬁmnﬁlrcham
ng slogans against the
lnden. Including Mr. Oli,
and demanding he “leave
the country™.
Kathmandu's Chief Dis-
trict Officer issued a notice
stating that the police
would fire shots if govern-
MENL PrOperty was Larges-
ed, which was immediately
met with flerce
Nevertheless, the pnlicr

In his statement, Mr. Oli
said the government dicd
not intend to block or ban
any social media sites per-
manently, but the decision
wus made after the plat-
forms failed 10 comply
wnh Nepal's registration

s, “The fami-
lhesommdmed\vﬂlbe
provided compensation,
and the injured will recelve
free treatment,” he said in
the statement. *Today's in-
cident will be thoroughly

A curfew was imposed
in the capital tll 10 p.m. A
Cabinet meeting made the

- »

spo-
kesperson. Following the
decision, platforms like X,
Facebook, and WhatsApp
were gradually restored in
Nepal.

‘State brutality’

Many observers criticised
state beutality, which they
said was on a scale far grea-
ter than that seen during
King Gyanendra’s regime
19 years ago,

Yadav Devkota, a public
infellectual, said, "It was a
protest by youngsters and
schoolchlidren, which did

not have any political agen-
da, but the ruling class
reacted violently, :nd itis

pol:
llks!uve(nnmedablg
chunk of Nepalis. Mem-
bers of Gen Z have been

du sxid they were not guid-
ed by any paolitical party or
group.

(Sanjeev Satgainya is a
Journalist based in Kath-
mandu)

.:":: Anx




* At least 19 people killed and 300+ injured in Nepal due to nationwide protests.

* Trigger: Ban on over 26 social media platforms (Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, X,
etc.) by the K.P. Sharma Oli government citing registration non-compliance.

* Protests led by Nepal’s Gen Z youth, escalated into violence.
* Government revoked the ban the same night after public outrage.




* 1. Protests & Violence
* Protests in Kathmandu, Pokhara, Butwal, Dharan, Ghorahi, Itahari.

* Police used rubber bullets, live rounds, water cannons - heavy criticism of state
brutality.

e Critics compared to King Gyanendra’s 2006 crackdown.

2. Political & Administrative Response

Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak resigned.

Cabinet announced an inquiry committee.

Oli govt. claimed “infiltrators” caused violence.

Compensation promised for victims’ families.




3. Revocation of Ban

Minister Prithvi Subba Gurung announced ban withdrawal.

Social media restored the same night.

4. Public Sentiment

Protesters accused government of corruption, nepotism, misgovernance.
Political analyst Yadav Devkota: protests were spontaneous, not politically guided.
“Gen Z frustrated with misgovernance, corruption, crony capitalism.”
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CM Sukhu declares Himachal

Pradesh a ‘fully literate State’

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Monday declared Himachal Pradesh as a “fully
literate State’ on the occasion of International
Literacy Day. The announcement was made in
Shimla at an event organised by the Directorate of
School Education. Mr. Sukhu said the State had
reached the goal well before the scheduled time
frame, adding that the journey from minimal
literacy rate of around 7% to full literacy was full
of challenges, yet the State consistently moved
forward with the aim of providing quality
education. He stressed continuous reforms in line
with modern-day requirements.




* On International Literacy Day, CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu declared Himachal Pradesh
a fully literate State.

 Announcement made in Shimla at an event organised by the Directorate of School
Education.

e 2. Literacy Journey of Himachal Pradesh

* At Independence, literacy rate was around 7%.

* Through consistent reforms, the state has now reached 100% literacy.
* Achieved the goal ahead of the scheduled time frame.



* National Literacy Mission (1988): Focused on adult literacy with campaigns like Total
Literacy Campaign.

e Kerala: First Indian state to achieve 100% literacy (declared in 1991, reaffirmed in 2016).

* Bihar (1947): Had lowest literacy at 7%; in contrast, Himachal too started low but made
steady progress.



Higher literacy
correlates with:

Education linked to
decline in poverty and
reduction in child
marriage in HP.

Better human
development indicators
(HDI).

Women empowerment:
HP has one of the
highest female literacy
rates in India.

Tourism & services
sector growth
(educated workforce).



S

 Himachal Pradesh is now the 2nd Indian state after Kerala to be
declared fully literate.

* India’s national literacy rate (2023 est.) — ~77.7%.

e Literacy is a Directive Principle of State Policy (Art. 45) — free &
compulsory education for children.

 Article 21A (86th Constitutional Amendment, 2002): Right to
Education.
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Kerala’s maternal
mortality ratio rises
steeply from 18 to 30

Though the rise is probably due to the 97 maternal deaths in 2021 from

COVIDA9, officials believe the falling number of live births is a reason

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

erala's maternal
Kmonality ratio
(MMR) has “risen”

steeply from 18 to 30 per
one lakh live births, shows
the latest Sample Registra-
tion System special bulletin
of 20212023,

desh share the first spot
among the States with the
lowest MMR.

While acknowledging
that the rise is probably ac-
counted for by the 97 ma-
ternal deaths that the State
reported in 2021 due to CO-
VID-19, Health Department
officials believe that Kera-
la’s steadily declining rate
of live births is now begin-
ning to be reflected in the
State’s MMR figure, The ra-
tio Is calculated by dividing
the number of maternal
deaths by the number of
live births and multiplying
the result by one lakh.

The rapid decline in live
child births in the State has
been at the centre of all
policy-devel discussions in
the State for quite a while
now. Kerala, which used to
have an average of 5 to 5.5
lakh live births annually,
now has fewer than 4 lakh.
In 2023, the total number
of live births stood at
3,93,231, according to the
Vital Statistics Report of
the Department of Eco-
nomics and Statistics. The

SRS data
47

Figures tell a tale

Kerala's matornal mortality ratio (IMMR}
has risen steeply; according to the latest
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figure is expected to dip to  Services, which is based on

approximately 3.54 lakh
(April 2024-March 2025),
according to Health De
partment data.

In contrast to the rapid-
ly dedlining child births,
the State’s MMR has been
more or less steady from
201415, hovering around
30-32, when going by the
actual line Hst of maternal
deaths maintained by the
Health Department,

On an average, some
120140 maternal deaths
are annually reported in
the State, data over the
past five years show. The
only year the MMR showed
a spike was In 2021-22,
when from 32 it shot to 51
because of the rise in ma-
ternal deaths to 220 on ac-
count of COVID-19,

There has always been
wide varfance in the MMR
figures cited by the SRS,
which follows a sample stu-
dy method, and the MMR
cited by the State Health

the district line list data
which takes into account
each and every maternal
death in the State, While
the MMR quoted by the
Health Department gives

the real picture, SRS data is
quoted In all official
documents.

With the denominator
(number of live births) de-
clining every year and the
maternal deaths remaining
more or less steady, the
“increase” in the State’s
MMR was anticipated. In
the last SRS bulletin of
2020-22, when Kerala was
hailed for bringing down
the MMR to 18, the State
had pointed out that the fi-
gure was not realistic, Safe
motherhood has been a
major focus area for Kerala
but experts acknowledge
that the last-mile reduction
of causes Jeading to mater-
nal deaths was becoming
tougher because of the
changing social profile,




1. Steep Rise in MMR
» Kerala's MMR rose from 18 to 30 per 1 lakh live births (2021-23 SRS Bulletin).
» Kerala and Andhra Pradesh now share the first spot among States with the lowest MMR.
2. Reason for Rise
» Officials attribute the spike largely to 97 maternal deaths in 2021 due to COVID-19.
» Declining number of live births means even a small number of maternal deaths leads to higher
MMR.

3. Declining Births

» Kerala earlier had 5-5.5 lakh births annually, now fewer than 4 lakh births/year.
* In 2023, live births were 3.93 lakh; projected to fall further to 3.54 lakh in 2024-25.




4. Discrepancy in Data
» SRS Data: Shows rise to 30.
» State Health Department Data: Claims MMR stable around 30-32 since 2014.
» Differences due to methodology: SRS (sample survey) vs. Health Department (district-level
recording).
5. Long-term Trends
» Kerala was earlier lauded for reducing MMR to 18 (2020-22).
e COVID-19 caused a spike (32 = 51in 2021-22).
» Experts warn that last-mile reduction of maternal deaths is difficult due to changing social

profile of mothers (older pregnancies, lifestyle diseases, etc.).



e Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR): Number of maternal deaths per 1 lakh live births.

* SDG 3 Target: Reduce global MMR to less than 70 by 2030.

 India’s National Goal (NHM): Reduce MMR to <70 by 2030.

* India’s MMR (SRS 2020-22): 97 per 1 lakh live births, major decline from 556 in 1990.
* Kerala’s Paradox

» Kerala traditionally has best health indicators in India (literacy, HDI, life expectancy).

 However, declining fertility rates + rising maternal age + comorbidities (hypertension,
diabetes, C-sections) - new challenges in maternal health.



* Geographical & Demographic Context
» Kerala: Lowest fertility rate in India (~1.8 TFR).

* Low fertility + ageing population - shrinking denominator (live births), inflating ratios
like MMR.

 Economic & Social Impact
* Rising maternal deaths burden healthcare systems.
» Affects SDG-linked financing and state’s reputation as a model in healthcare.

* Reinforces need for postnatal care, skilled birth attendance, and health infra
improvements.
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Red sea cable cuts
take a toll on Indian
networks to Europe

Internet traffic to and from Europe has noticeably slowed down

following the disconnection of undersea cable systems, data show

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

harti Airtel Ltd.,

Reliance Jio Info-

comm Ltd. and Ta-
ta Communications Ltd.’s
networks are among many
dealing with increased la-
tency to traffic between In-
dia and Europe, according
to telemetry published by
the San Francisco-based
network intelligence firm
Kentic, Inc. This follows
cuts to the undersea cable
systems SEA-ME-WE 4 and
IMEWE in the Red Sea,
which connect India to
West Asia and Europe. Un-
dersea cables are an essen-
tial part of the global Inter-
net’s infrastructure,
forming the backbone of
networks around the
world.

Latency is a measure of
how long a data packet
takes to make a round trip
between two points. While
latency between any two
points on earth is rarely ov-
er one second, differences
between domestic and in-

Choppy network

Airtel, Jio and Tata Comm are among many telcos dealing with

increased latency between India and Europe

u Lag follows cuts to the undersea
cable systems SEA-ME-WE 4 and
IMEWE in the Red Sea

= Kentics data show latency

between Europe and Mumbai went
up from 110-150ms to 190-300ms

u Three subsea cable systems
faced cuts in the Red Sea in the

middle of last year

ternational traffic can be
perceptible, such as an in-
ter-continental video call.
According to Kentic’s data,
latency between Europe
and Mumbai (where most
subsea cables land in In-
dia), went up from roughly
110-150ms to 190-300ms,
depending on which cloud
service provider was used
to test the latency.

So far, widespread dis-
ruptions to networks have
not been detected, as India
has over a dozen subsea
cable systems landing in
the country, allowing tel-
cos to reroute traffic over

other systems (which are
less optimal, but in any
case allow for traffic to con-
tinue flowing). Airtel, Tata
Communications and Re-
liance Jio did not respond
to a request for comment.
The Department of Tele-
communications did not
respond to a query.

This is the second dis-
ruption to subsea cable
systems connecting to In-
dia, after three subsea ca-
ble systems faced cuts in
the Red Sea in the middle
of last year, also linked to
Houthi attacks in the ongo-
ing crisis in the region.



e Cuts to undersea internet cables in the Red Sea disrupted
connectivity across Asia and the Middle East, affecting major subsea
systems like SMW4 and IMEWE, leading to slowdowns in India and
neighbouring regions.
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* The South East Asia-Middle East-West Europe 4 (SEA-ME-WE 4, SMW4) is an
approximately 18,800 km submarine cable connecting Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Italy, Tunisia, Algeria and France.

 The SMW4 cable system consists of two fiber pairs, with intial design capacity of
1.28Tbps, upgraded to 4.6Tbps in 2015.

* The SMW4 cable system was ready for service on December 13, 2005.
* The SMW4 project costs about USS500 million, supplier by ASN and Fujitsu jointly.
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Ruthless Alcaraz roars past Sinner, regains title

US OPEN

NEW YORK

Carlos Alcaraz beat Jannik
Sinner in four sets on Sun-
day to win the US Open as
loud boos — mixed with a
smattering of cheers —
greeted American Presi-
dent Donald Trump at the
final in New York.

The 22-year-old Alcaraz
won 62, 3-6, 6-1, 64 to
capture his second US
Open crown and sixth
Grand Slam title, avenging
his lone defeat in a Major fi-
nal by Sinner at Wimble-
don in July.

Alcaraz also reclaimed
the world No. 1 ranking
from Sinner on Monday,
returning to top spot for
the first time since Septem-
ber 2023 after ending the
Italian’s 27-match winning
run at hard-court Grand
Slams.

“I tried my best today. |
couldn’t do more,” said
Sinner, who was also de-
feated by Alcaraz in an epic
French Open final in June.

Sinner’s defeat extends
the longest drought with-
out a successful men’s title
defence of any Grand Slam
in the Open era.

No man has retained the
US Open crown since Rog-

Back to his menacing best: Alcaraz captured his second US Open crown and sixth Grand Slam title,
avenging his lone defeat in a Major final by Sinner at Wimbledon in July. GETTY IMAGES

er Federer won five in a
row from 2004 to 2008.

The start of the final was
pushed back 30 minutes to
allow fans additional time
to enter Arthur Ashe Stadi-
um as a result of tighter se-
curity measures in effect
due to Trump's
attendance.

Even then the 23,000-
capacity venue was no
more than three-quarters
full when Alcaraz broke
Sinner in the opening
game of the match.

As he did in the Wimble-
don final, Alcaraz pinned
Sinner on the back front
early and broke a second

time for a 5-2 lead before
serving out to love.

With hundreds of spec-
tators still waiting to get in
at the start of the second
set, Alcaraz sought to ham-
mer home his advantage.

He created a break point
but Sinner hung on and
stalled Alcaraz’s momen-

US Open (2) — 2022, 2025
Wimbledon (2) — 2023, 2024
French Open (2) — 2024, 2025

tum, belatedly ramping up
his game and surging 3-1
ahead as the Spaniard suf-
fered a brief dip on serve.

Sinner levelled the con-
test at a set apiece but Alca-
raz stormed back with
another break early in the
third, wriggling out of a
tight spot on serve with the
help of a sensational base-
line smash that sliced away
from his rival for a 3-0
edge. He padded his lead
with another break and
quickly wrapped up the
set, keeping his foot down
to corner Sinner again to
begin the fourth set.

This time Sinner saved
two break points but Alca-
raz made another charge
in the fifth game, deliver-
ing the decisive blow for an
advantage he never relin-
quished as the Spaniard
became only the fourth
man to win multiple Ma-
jors on hard court, grass
and clay.

The result: Final: Men:
2-Alcaraz (Esp) bt 1-Sinner (Ita)
6-2,3-6,6-1,64,



usopen

Founded
Editions

Location

Venue

Surface

Prize money

Draw

Current
champions

Most singles
titles

Most doubles
titles

Draw

Current
champions

Most singles
titles

Official website

1881, 144 years ago

145 (2025)

145 Grand Slam events

Queens, New York City

United States

USTA Billie Jean King National

Tennis Center (since 1978)

Hard — outdoors!®/®! (since 1978)

Clay — outdoors (1975-1977)

Grass — outdoors (1881-1974)

1US$90,000,000 (2025)' !
Men's

$ (128Q) /64D (16Q)°

Carlos Alcaraz (singles)
Marcel Granollers

Horacio Zeballos (doubles)
7

William Larned,

Richard Sears,

Bill Tilden

6

Mike Bryan
Women's

S (128Q) / 64D (16Q)

Aryna Sabalenka (singles)
Gabriela Dabrowski
Erin Routliffe (doubles)

8
Molla Mallory



Grand Slam

Men's Singles Champion (Runner-up)

Women's Singles Champion (Runner-
up)

Australian Open

Jannik Sinner (def. Alexander Zverev)
(Wikipedia)

Madison Keys (def. Aryna Sabalenka)
(Wikipedia)

French Open

Carlos Alcaraz (def. Jannik Sinner)
(Wikipedia)

Coco Gauff (def. Aryna Sabalenka)
(Wikipedia)

Jannik Sinner (def. Carlos Alcaraz)

Ilga Swiatek (def. Amanda Anisimova)

Wimbledon (Wikipedia) (Wikipedia)
I Aryna Sabalenka (def. Amanda
US Open Carlos Alcaraz (def. Jannik Sinner) Anisimova) (Bild, Wikipedia, The Times

(Reuters, Wikipedia, El Pais)

of India)

\

/
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In most states, majority of girls
marry after 18, says govt report

Mean Age IS MARRIAGE REGISTER

22.9, Up From
22.7 In 2022

Ambika.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The mean age at
effective marriagefor females
at the national level was 22.9
years, the Sample Registrati-
on System (SRS) statistical re-
port 2023 has revealed. That's
atad up from 22.7 in 2022. The
reportalsohighlighted thatin
amajority of states, mostgirls
marry after the age of 18.
However, in states like
West Bengal, Jharkhand,
and Chhattisgarh, a consid-
erable proportion of females
continue to marry before
reaching 18 years of age. Al-
so,therearevariationsinthe
mean age at effective mar-
riage across states, ranging
from 21.3 years in West Ben-
galto26.3 yearsin J&K.

Never Married

> Marital Status data

shows that 50.5% of the *F0%
total population had

never been married,
with a higher percentage
among males (55.4%) |
than females (45.3%) F
> Bihar has the highest
percentage of the never-
married population at 58.3%,
while Tamil Nadu has the
lowest percentage (41.3%)

> 45.9% of the total population
was reported as married, with a
higher percentage
among females
(49.0%) than males -
(42.9%) “

» The highest and lowest
percentage of married
population was reported in
Tamil Nadu (51.8%) and Bihar
(40.2%).

Widowed/Divorced/
Separated

> 3.6% of the population
was either widowed,
divorced or separated, — s
with a higher percentage
among females (5.6%)

than males (1.7%)

» The highest

percentage of the e
population was reported

as widowed, divorced or
separated in Tamil Nadu
(6.8%) and lowest in Bihar
(1.5%)

A look at the data for five
years from 2019 to 2023
reflects that the mean age at
effective marriage for fem-
ales, was 22.5 in 2021, 22.7 in
2020,and 22.1in2019.

Though the mean age at

marriage in both urban and
rural areas has shown a con-
sistent rise over the years, the
rural-urban disparity rema-
ins significant, with the mean
age being 22.4 years in rural
areas and 24.3 vears in urban

areas in 2023. The report high-
lighted that this gap is consis-
tently observed across India.
In 2022, the mean age for rural
areas was 22.2 years and for
urban areas, 23.9.

Since 1990, the SRS has be-
en collecting data on the num-
ber of females whoentered in-
to effective marriage during
each six-month reference pe-
riod of the half-yearly survey.
The mean age at effective ma-
rriage has been estimated on
the basis of this information.

Atthenationallevel, 2.1%
of females got married be-
fore the age of 18, 25% got
married between the ages of
18 and 20, and 72.9% got mar-
riedat2lorabove. Inruralar-
eas, the corresponding per-
centages are 2.5%, 28.1% and
69.4%, respectively, while in
urban areas, they are 1.2%,
17% and 81.8%, respectively.

Among the bigger states/
UTs, the highest proportion
of females getting married
before the age of 18 was obser-
ved in West Bengal (6.3%) and
the lowest in Kerala (0.1%).

.....................................................................................................................................................................................




1. Report Source

» Based on Sample Registration System (SRS) Statistical Report 2023.

» Tracks marital status, mean age at marriage, and regional variations.

2. Mean Age of Marriage (National Level)

» 2023: 22.9 years

» 2022: 22.7 years

» Consistent upward trend over the last five years:
* 2021: 22.5 years
« 2020: 22.7 years
 2019: 221 years

3. Rural vs Urban

* Rural: 22.2 years
« Urban: 23.9 years

« Urban-rural gap exists but narrowing.



4. State-wise Variation

*» Lowest Mean Age:

 West Bengal: 21.3 years

» Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh also low (many girls still marry <18).
» Highest Mean Age:

 J&K: 26.3 years

5. Early Marriage Prevalence

» At National Level (Females):
e 2.1% married before 18
e 25% married between 18-20
» 72.9% married at 21 or above
» By State:
» Highest % of girls married <18: West Bengal (6.3%)
» Lowest: Kerala (0.1%)



6. Marital Status Distribution (2023)

 Never Married: 50.5% of population (Males 55.4%, Females 45.3%)
e Highest: Bihar (58.3%)
e Lowest: Tamil Nadu (41.3%)
e Married: 45.9% (Females 49%, Males 42.9%)
e Highest: Tamil Nadu (51.8%)
e Lowest: Bihar (40.2%)
 Widowed/Divorced/Separated: 3.6%
* Higherin females (5.6%) vs males (1.7%)
* Highest: Tamil Nadu (6.8%)
e Lowest: Bihar (1.5%)



* Legal Minimum Age of Marriage in India:
* Females: 18 years
 Males: 21 years
* Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006 governs prevention of child marriage.

* Proposed Amendment (2021): Raised female age of marriage from 18 - 21 (yet to be
implemented).

* SDG Goal 5.3: Eliminate child marriage by 2030.

* UNICEF Report (2021): India has the highest number of child brides globally (~223
million).



* Pre-Independence: Child marriages were common, reform movements (e.g., Raja
Rammohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar) pushed for minimum marriage age.

* Sharda Act (1929): First law setting minimum marriage age (14 for girls, 18 for boys).

* Socio-Economic Factors: Poverty, patriarchy, dowry system, lack of education - early
marriages.

* Trends Today: With education, urbanization, and women’s empowerment schemes (like
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao), mean age of marriage is rising.



Sagarmatha Friendship-
2025



The Nepali Army and China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) commenced the

fourth edition of their joint military exercise, Sagarmatha Friendship-2025, in
Kathmandu.

The exercise, running until 16 September 2025, aims to boost cooperation in

counter-terrorism, disaster management, and United Nations peacekeeping.

This biennial drill, first held in 2017, alternates between Nepal and China,
reflecting growing defence and strategic ties between the two nations







* The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) introduced the
Environment Audit Rules, 2025 to address growing challenges in environmental
monitoring. These rules allow private accredited auditors to supplement the existing
regulatory bodies. The move aims to improve compliance verification, transparency
and accountability in environmental governance across India.



* Environmental monitoring in India is mainly conducted by the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs), and regional offices of the

Environment Ministry. These bodies face severe constraints in manpower, resources and
infrastructure.

* This limits their ability to comprehensively monitor the vast number of industrial
projects and environmental activities nationwide.

* The new rules seek to bridge these gaps by involving independent private auditors.




* Independent Environment Auditors

* The Environment Audit Rules establish a new category of environment auditors.
These professionals must obtain certification and registration through the
Environment Audit Designated Agency (EADA).

e Accredited auditors will be licensed similar to chartered accountants and
authorised to inspect and verify compliance with environmental laws.

* They will conduct audits on pollution control, waste management, forest
conservation and related regulations.



* Functions and Responsibilities of Auditors

* Registered environment auditors will perform random and unbiased audits. Their
duties include verifying compliance, conducting sampling and analysis, calculating
environmental compensation, and assessing adherence to the Green Credit Rules.

* They will also verify self-reported compliance by industries. This approach increases
transparency and reduces conflicts of interest in environmental monitoring.




India Launches Hydrogen-Powered Train



* The Indian Railways successfully tested a hydrogen-powered train developed at
the Integral Coach Factory in Chennai. This train will soon operate between Jind and
Sonipat in Haryana.

* |tis part of the National Green Hydrogen Mission, which aims to produce five
million metric tonnes of green hydrogen annually by 2030. The mission supports
India’s goal of net zero emissions by 2070.



* Hydrogen Train Technology

* The train uses hydrogen fuel cells to generate electricity. Hydrogen is produced by
a 1-MW polymer electrolyte membrane electrolyser in Jind.

* This electrolyser splits water into oxygen and hydrogen using electricity from
renewable sources. The hydrogen is stored and used in fuel cells on the train.

* The fuel cells convert hydrogen back into water, producing electricity to power
the train’s motors. This process emits zero carbon dioxide.



 Significance and Future Prospects
* India will become the fifth country after Germany, France, Sweden, and China to deploy
hydrogen-powered trains.

* The new train on the Jind—Sonipat route can carry 2,638 passengers and reach speeds of
110 km/h. It is powered by a 1,200 HP engine.

* The government has allocated Rs 2,800 crore to develop 35 hydrogen trains by 2024-25.
This initiative marks step towards sustainable transport and India’s zero-carbon emissions
target by 2070.



Israel Launches Ofek-19 Mllltary
Satellite '



01

The launch of Israel’s

Ofek-19 satellite on 2
September 2025 marks a
major leap in regional
intelligence and defence
capabilities.

02

This advanced
reconnaissance satellite
uses Synthetic Aperture
Radar (SAR) technology,
enabling continuous, all-
weather surveillance day
and night.

03

It strengthens Israel’s
independent space-based
intelligence and enhances
security cooperation with
allies like the United
States.




Ofek-19 enhances Israel’s ability to track threats from Iran, Syria, and militant groups like
Hezbollah. It provides high-resolution images with better than half-metre accuracy.

The intelligence supports rapid military decisions without risking personnel.

The satellite also strengthens intelligence sharing with the United States, reinforcing their
strategic partnership.




!
100 Years oft ﬂc Respect




e 2025 marked the centenary of the Self-Respect Movement, which advocated rationalism,
social equality, and anti-caste ideology.

* Self-Respect Movement About:

It was launched by EV Ramasamy (Periyar) in 1925 in Tamil Nadu, who later established
the Dravidar Kazhagam and started the Tamil weekly Kudi Arasu (Republic).

* Periyar was influenced by social reformers like Jyotirao Phule and BR Ambedkar, and also
participated in the Vaikom Satyagraha.



Objectives: It aimed to eradicate the caste system, reject Brahminical
dominance, and promote rational thinking and individual dignity, as
outlined in its pamphlets Namathu Kurikkol and Tiravitak Kalaka Lateiyam.

Key Features:

* Pioneered Self-Respect Marriages- simple priest-less ceremonies that were legally
recognized.

e Fought against social evils like the Devadasi system, caste discrimination, and restrictions
on widow remarriage.

* Promoted women’s leadership, with notable figures like Annai Meenambal and Veeramal.

e Meenambal bestowed the title ‘Periyar’ on EV Ramaswamy, and was referred to as “my
sister Meena” by BR Ambedkar.



India-Japan Relations *
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* Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan
reinforced the India-Japan Special Strategic and
Global Partnership, resulting in 13 key agreements
and a pledge of 10 trillion yen (USD 68 billion)
investment in private investment from Japan over
the next decade.



* Defence & Security Cooperation: India and Japan signed a Joint Declaration on
Security Cooperation, marking a substantial update and expansion of their 2008
agreement.

* Institutionalised NSA-level dialogue and expanded tri-service exercises
(Dharma Guardian, Veer Guardian, Milan).

 DRDO-ATLA collaboration on missile defence and maritime surveillance;
movement towards co-production of defence equipment.



* Technology & Space Collaboration: Launched Digital Partnership 2.0 and India-Japan
Al Initiative for Large Language Models(LLMs) and R&D.

* Signed ISRO-JAXA pact for Chandrayaan-5 joint lunar polar mission.

* Cooperation in robotics, semiconductors, shipbuilding, space awareness, and
nuclear energy.




* Infrastructure & Connectivity: Progress on Bullet Train project with next-gen Shinkansen (360 kmph) in both
countries by 2030, suited for seismic zones.

* Launched Next-Gen Mobility Partnership across transport sectors.

e Japan’s continued support through projects like Delhi Metro (USD 2.6 Billion investment) and vision for
7,000-km high-speed rail by 2047.



Green Energy & Climate
Cooperation: Operationalised Joint

Crediting Mechanism (JCM) under
Paris Agreement.

People-to-People Cooperation:
Action Plan on Human Resource
Exchange to enable mobility of 5

lakh people, including 50,000
Indian workers.

e Signed declarations on Clean
Hydrogen & Ammonia;
launched Sustainable Fuel
Initiative.

e Launched Next-Gen State
Prefecture Partnership, cultural
MoUs, and diplomacy training
programs.






 Strategic Partnership: The relationship was elevated over time with the signing
of Global Partnership (2000), Strategic & Global Partnership (2006), and Special
Strategic & Global Partnership (2014).

* ‘India=Japan Vision 2025’ was announced in 2015 outlining a framework for
cooperation.



* Trade Imbalance: Despite the CEPA, bilateral trade remains skewed in Japan’s
favour.

* |In FY24, Japan exported goods worth USD 17.69 billion to India, while India’s
exports stood at only USD 5.15 billion.

* Non-tariff barriers, stringent import standards (especially on agriculture and
textiles), and slow progress in CEPA reform are the major contributing

factors.



National Maritime Heritage
Coamplex



e Key projects include a world-class Lighthouse Museum, coastal state pavilions,
and a maritime-themed eco-resort.



 About:

* It is one of the southernmost sites of the Harappan civilization, located in the Bhal
region of Gujarat, between the Bhogavo and Sabarmati rivers near the Gulf of Khambhat.

* The name Lothal in Gujarati means “mound of the dead”, similar to Mohenjo-daro in
Sindhi.

* The site was discovered in 1954 by S.R. Rao was nominated as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in April 2014.




 Significance: It is famous for having the world’s earliest known dock, which
connected the city to an ancient course of the Sabarmati river. It was also famous
for bead workshops, and maritime trade links with Mesopotamia and Egypt dating

back nearly 4,000 years
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1st Interpol Silver
Notices




* The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has got its first Interpol silver notice issued,
against the recovery of around 82 kg of cocaine in Delhi.

 About

* Asilver notice is issued by Interpol to identify, locate, and trace assets acquired
through criminal proceeds by a fugitive.

* Aim: Helping trace and recover criminal assets for combating transnational organised
crime through enhanced international police cooperation.




* The Interpol launched ‘Silver Notice’, the newest addition to the organisation’s list
of colour-coded notices and diffusions, as part of a pilot project involving 52
countries and territories.

* The pilot project will run at least till November 2025. India is one of the
participating countries.



INTERPOL NOTICES
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Operation Guddar




 To \eutralize active terrorlsts operatmg in South Kashmir.
* To secure forested terrain and villages used as militant hideouts.
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* The Apatani women of Ziro Valley, Arunachal Pradesh, represent the last
generation to wear the tribe’s traditional facial tattoos and wooden nose plugs, a
practice banned in the 1970s but still proudly carried by elderly women.



e Reasons:

* Protection from Abduction: Tattoos and large wooden nose plugs were intended to make Apatani
women appear less attractive to outsiders and rival tribes.

* |ldentity & Dignity: Became a symbol of honour, belonging, and dignity within the community.

e Cultural Beauty Standard: Among the Apatanis, tattoos later became associated with tribal beauty
ideals, despite being unusual to outsiders.




Word of the day

Resile:

pull out from an agreement, contract, statement,
etc; spring back; spring away from an impact;
formally reject or disavow a formerly held

belief, usually under pressure; return to the
original position or state after being stretched or
compressed

Synonyms: bounce, rebound, recoil,
ricochet, forswear, recant, retract

Usa g€: The landlord cannot resile from the
lease.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/resilepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: Jar'za1l/
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