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Supreme Court Order

Directed Election Commission 
(EC) to accept Aadhaar as the 
12th “indicative” document

during special intensive 
revision (SIR) of electoral rolls 

in Bihar.

Aadhaar to be used only as 
proof of identity/residence, 
not as proof of citizenship.

Court’s Reasoning

Other accepted documents 
(passport, birth certificate, etc.) 

also don’t conclusively prove 
citizenship.

Petitioners argued Aadhaar is 
not citizenship proof — court 

agreed.



• Implementation

• EC must instruct Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) and Booth Level Officers (BLOs).

• Aadhaar can be attached to claims for inclusion/exclusion of names.

• Background

• About 65 lakh voters excluded from draft electoral roll in Bihar.

• Multiple court orders (July 10, Aug 14, Aug 22) reminded EC to accept Aadhaar.

• Contempt Issues

• Despite court directives, BLOs refused Aadhaar, citing lack of EC instructions.

• Kapil Sibal (for opposition) argued EC’s refusal = gross contempt.

• Disciplinary action initiated against BLOs.



• Aadhaar Act, 2016: Aadhaar is proof of identity and residence, not 
citizenship.

• Supreme Court (Puttaswamy case, 2018) upheld Aadhaar’s validity but 
restricted mandatory use.

Aadhaar as Identity:

• Aadhaar-Voter ID linking initiated under Election Laws (Amendment) Act, 
2021 to curb duplication.

• Concerns: privacy, data security, and exclusion of vulnerable groups.

Election Commission 
& Aadhaar:

• Revised annually under Representation of People Act, 1950.

• 11 indicative documents earlier accepted; Aadhaar now added as 12th.

Electoral Rolls in 
India:





• At least 19 people killed and 300+ injured in Nepal due to nationwide protests.

• Trigger: Ban on over 26 social media platforms (Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, X, 
etc.) by the K.P. Sharma Oli government citing registration non-compliance.

• Protests led by Nepal’s Gen Z youth, escalated into violence.

• Government revoked the ban the same night after public outrage.



• 1. Protests & Violence

• Protests in Kathmandu, Pokhara, Butwal, Dharan, Ghorahi, Itahari.

• Police used rubber bullets, live rounds, water cannons → heavy criticism of state 
brutality.

• Critics compared to King Gyanendra’s 2006 crackdown.

• 2. Political & Administrative Response

• Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak resigned.

• Cabinet announced an inquiry committee.

• Oli govt. claimed “infiltrators” caused violence.

• Compensation promised for victims’ families.



• 3. Revocation of Ban

• Minister Prithvi Subba Gurung announced ban withdrawal.

• Social media restored the same night.

• 4. Public Sentiment

• Protesters accused government of corruption, nepotism, misgovernance.

• Political analyst Yadav Devkota: protests were spontaneous, not politically guided.

• “Gen Z frustrated with misgovernance, corruption, crony capitalism.”







• On International Literacy Day, CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu declared Himachal Pradesh 
a fully literate State.

• Announcement made in Shimla at an event organised by the Directorate of School 
Education.

• 2. Literacy Journey of Himachal Pradesh

• At Independence, literacy rate was around 7%.

• Through consistent reforms, the state has now reached 100% literacy.

• Achieved the goal ahead of the scheduled time frame.



• National Literacy Mission (1988): Focused on adult literacy with campaigns like Total 
Literacy Campaign.

• Kerala: First Indian state to achieve 100% literacy (declared in 1991, reaffirmed in 2016).

• Bihar (1947): Had lowest literacy at 7%; in contrast, Himachal too started low but made 
steady progress.



Higher literacy 
correlates with:

Better human 
development indicators 

(HDI).

Women empowerment:
HP has one of the 

highest female literacy 
rates in India.

Tourism & services 
sector growth

(educated workforce).

Education linked to 
decline in poverty and 

reduction in child 
marriage in HP.



• Himachal Pradesh is now the 2nd Indian state after Kerala to be 
declared fully literate.

• India’s national literacy rate (2023 est.) – ~77.7%.

• Literacy is a Directive Principle of State Policy (Art. 45) – free & 
compulsory education for children.

• Article 21A (86th Constitutional Amendment, 2002): Right to 
Education.











• Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR): Number of maternal deaths per 1 lakh live births.

• SDG 3 Target: Reduce global MMR to less than 70 by 2030.

• India’s National Goal (NHM): Reduce MMR to <70 by 2030.

• India’s MMR (SRS 2020-22): 97 per 1 lakh live births, major decline from 556 in 1990.

• Kerala’s Paradox

• Kerala traditionally has best health indicators in India (literacy, HDI, life expectancy).

• However, declining fertility rates + rising maternal age + comorbidities (hypertension, 
diabetes, C-sections) → new challenges in maternal health.



• Geographical & Demographic Context

• Kerala: Lowest fertility rate in India (~1.8 TFR).

• Low fertility + ageing population → shrinking denominator (live births), inflating ratios 
like MMR.

• Economic & Social Impact

• Rising maternal deaths burden healthcare systems.

• Affects SDG-linked financing and state’s reputation as a model in healthcare.

• Reinforces need for postnatal care, skilled birth attendance, and health infra
improvements.







• Cuts to undersea internet cables in the Red Sea disrupted 
connectivity across Asia and the Middle East, affecting major subsea 
systems like SMW4 and IMEWE, leading to slowdowns in India and 
neighbouring regions.





• The South East Asia-Middle East-West Europe 4 (SEA-ME-WE 4, SMW4) is an 
approximately 18,800 km submarine cable connecting Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Italy, Tunisia, Algeria and France.

• The SMW4 cable system consists of two fiber pairs, with intial design capacity of 
1.28Tbps, upgraded to 4.6Tbps in 2015.

• The SMW4 cable system was ready for service on December 13, 2005.

• The SMW4 project costs about US$500 million, supplier by ASN and Fujitsu jointly.











Grand Slam Men's Singles Champion (Runner-up)
Women's Singles Champion (Runner-
up)

Australian Open
Jannik Sinner (def. Alexander Zverev) 
(Wikipedia)

Madison Keys (def. Aryna Sabalenka) 
(Wikipedia)

French Open
Carlos Alcaraz (def. Jannik Sinner) 
(Wikipedia)

Coco Gauff (def. Aryna Sabalenka) 
(Wikipedia)

Wimbledon
Jannik Sinner (def. Carlos Alcaraz) 
(Wikipedia)

Iga Świątek (def. Amanda Anisimova) 
(Wikipedia)

US Open
Carlos Alcaraz (def. Jannik Sinner) 
(Reuters, Wikipedia, El País)

Aryna Sabalenka (def. Amanda 
Anisimova) (Bild, Wikipedia, The Times 
of India)
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• Legal Minimum Age of Marriage in India:

• Females: 18 years

• Males: 21 years

• Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006 governs prevention of child marriage.

• Proposed Amendment (2021): Raised female age of marriage from 18 → 21 (yet to be 
implemented).

• SDG Goal 5.3: Eliminate child marriage by 2030.

• UNICEF Report (2021): India has the highest number of child brides globally (~223 
million).



• Pre-Independence: Child marriages were common, reform movements (e.g., Raja 
Rammohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar) pushed for minimum marriage age.

• Sharda Act (1929): First law setting minimum marriage age (14 for girls, 18 for boys).

• Socio-Economic Factors: Poverty, patriarchy, dowry system, lack of education → early 
marriages.

• Trends Today: With education, urbanization, and women’s empowerment schemes (like 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao), mean age of marriage is rising.



Sagarmatha Friendship-
2025



The Nepali Army and China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) commenced the 
fourth edition of their joint military exercise, Sagarmatha Friendship-2025, in 
Kathmandu. 

The exercise, running until 16 September 2025, aims to boost cooperation in 
counter-terrorism, disaster management, and United Nations peacekeeping. 

This biennial drill, first held in 2017, alternates between Nepal and China, 
reflecting growing defence and strategic ties between the two nations



Environment Audit Rules 
2025



• The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) introduced the 
Environment Audit Rules, 2025 to address growing challenges in environmental 
monitoring. These rules allow private accredited auditors to supplement the existing 
regulatory bodies. The move aims to improve compliance verification, transparency 
and accountability in environmental governance across India.



• Environmental monitoring in India is mainly conducted by the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB), State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs), and regional offices of the 
Environment Ministry. These bodies face severe constraints in manpower, resources and 
infrastructure. 

• This limits their ability to comprehensively monitor the vast number of industrial 
projects and environmental activities nationwide. 

• The new rules seek to bridge these gaps by involving independent private auditors.



• Independent Environment Auditors
• The Environment Audit Rules establish a new category of environment auditors. 
These professionals must obtain certification and registration through the 
Environment Audit Designated Agency (EADA). 

• Accredited auditors will be licensed similar to chartered accountants and 
authorised to inspect and verify compliance with environmental laws. 

• They will conduct audits on pollution control, waste management, forest 
conservation and related regulations.



• Functions and Responsibilities of Auditors
• Registered environment auditors will perform random and unbiased audits. Their 
duties include verifying compliance, conducting sampling and analysis, calculating 
environmental compensation, and assessing adherence to the Green Credit Rules.

• They will also verify self-reported compliance by industries. This approach increases 
transparency and reduces conflicts of interest in environmental monitoring.



India Launches Hydrogen-Powered Train



• The Indian Railways successfully tested a hydrogen-powered train developed at 
the Integral Coach Factory in Chennai. This train will soon operate between Jind and 
Sonipat in Haryana. 

• It is part of the National Green Hydrogen Mission, which aims to produce five 
million metric tonnes of green hydrogen annually by 2030. The mission supports 
India’s goal of net zero emissions by 2070.



• Hydrogen Train Technology
• The train uses hydrogen fuel cells to generate electricity. Hydrogen is produced by 
a 1-MW polymer electrolyte membrane electrolyser in Jind. 

• This electrolyser splits water into oxygen and hydrogen using electricity from 
renewable sources. The hydrogen is stored and used in fuel cells on the train. 

• The fuel cells convert hydrogen back into water, producing electricity to power 
the train’s motors. This process emits zero carbon dioxide.



• Significance and Future Prospects
• India will become the fifth country after Germany, France, Sweden, and China to deploy 
hydrogen-powered trains. 

• The new train on the Jind–Sonipat route can carry 2,638 passengers and reach speeds of 
110 km/h. It is powered by a 1,200 HP engine.

• The government has allocated Rs 2,800 crore to develop 35 hydrogen trains by 2024-25. 
This initiative marks step towards sustainable transport and India’s zero-carbon emissions 
target by 2070.



Israel Launches Ofek-19 Military 
Satellite



The launch of Israel’s 
Ofek-19 satellite on 2 
September 2025 marks a 
major leap in regional 
intelligence and defence 
capabilities.

01
This advanced 
reconnaissance satellite 
uses Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (SAR) technology, 
enabling continuous, all-
weather surveillance day 
and night. 

02
It strengthens Israel’s 
independent space-based 
intelligence and enhances 
security cooperation with 
allies like the United 
States.

03



The satellite also strengthens intelligence sharing with the United States, reinforcing their 
strategic partnership.

The intelligence supports rapid military decisions without risking personnel.

Ofek-19 enhances Israel’s ability to track threats from Iran, Syria, and militant groups like 
Hezbollah. It provides high-resolution images with better than half-metre accuracy. 



100 Years of the Self-Respect 
Movement



• 2025 marked the centenary of the Self-Respect Movement, which advocated rationalism, 
social equality, and anti-caste ideology. 

• Self-Respect Movement About: 

• It was launched by EV Ramasamy (Periyar) in 1925 in Tamil Nadu, who later established 
the Dravidar Kazhagam and started the Tamil weekly Kudi Arasu (Republic). 

• Periyar was influenced by social reformers like Jyotirao Phule and BR Ambedkar, and also 
participated in the Vaikom Satyagraha.



Objectives: It aimed to eradicate the caste system, reject Brahminical 
dominance, and promote rational thinking and individual dignity, as 
outlined in its pamphlets Namathu Kurikkol and Tiravitak Kalaka Lateiyam.

Key Features:

• Pioneered Self-Respect Marriages- simple priest-less ceremonies that were legally 
recognized.

• Fought against social evils like the Devadasi system, caste discrimination, and restrictions 
on widow remarriage.

• Promoted women’s leadership, with notable figures like Annai Meenambal and Veeramal.

• Meenambal bestowed the title ‘Periyar’ on EV Ramaswamy, and was referred to as “my 
sister Meena” by BR Ambedkar.



India-Japan Relations



• Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan 
reinforced the India-Japan Special Strategic and 
Global Partnership, resulting in 13 key agreements 
and a pledge of 10 trillion yen (USD 68 billion) 
investment  in private investment from Japan over 
the next decade.



• Defence & Security Cooperation: India and Japan signed a Joint Declaration on 
Security Cooperation, marking a substantial update and expansion of their 2008 
agreement.

• Institutionalised NSA-level dialogue and expanded tri-service exercises 
(Dharma Guardian, Veer Guardian, Milan).

• DRDO–ATLA collaboration on missile defence and maritime surveillance; 
movement towards co-production of defence equipment.



• Technology & Space Collaboration: Launched Digital Partnership 2.0 and India-Japan 
AI Initiative for Large Language Models(LLMs) and R&D.

• Signed ISRO–JAXA pact for Chandrayaan-5 joint lunar polar mission.

• Cooperation in robotics, semiconductors, shipbuilding, space awareness, and 
nuclear energy.

•



• Infrastructure & Connectivity: Progress on Bullet Train project with next-gen Shinkansen (360 kmph) in both 
countries by 2030, suited for seismic zones.

• Launched Next-Gen Mobility Partnership across transport sectors.

• Japan’s continued support through projects like Delhi Metro (USD 2.6 Billion investment) and vision for 
7,000-km high-speed rail by 2047.



Green Energy & Climate 
Cooperation: Operationalised Joint 
Crediting Mechanism (JCM) under 

Paris Agreement.

• Signed declarations on Clean 
Hydrogen & Ammonia; 
launched Sustainable Fuel 
Initiative.

People-to-People Cooperation: 
Action Plan on Human Resource 
Exchange to enable mobility of 5 

lakh people, including 50,000 
Indian workers.

• Launched Next-Gen State 
Prefecture Partnership, cultural 
MoUs, and diplomacy training 
programs.





• Strategic Partnership: The relationship was elevated over time with the signing 
of Global Partnership (2000), Strategic & Global Partnership (2006), and Special 
Strategic & Global Partnership (2014).

• ‘India–Japan Vision 2025’ was announced in 2015 outlining a framework for 
cooperation.

•



• Trade Imbalance: Despite the CEPA, bilateral trade remains skewed in Japan’s 
favour.

• In FY24, Japan exported goods worth USD 17.69 billion to India, while India’s 
exports stood at only USD 5.15 billion.

• Non-tariff barriers, stringent import standards (especially on agriculture and 
textiles), and slow progress in CEPA reform are the major contributing 
factors.

•



National Maritime Heritage 
Complex



The Chief of the Naval Staff visited the National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) at Lothal, 
Gujarat.

National Maritime Heritage Complex

About: It is an ambitious cultural and tourism project in Lothal, Gujarat that aims to highlight 
India’s rich and diverse 4,500-year-old maritime heritage and establish the largest maritime 
heritage complex in the world.

• Key projects include a world-class Lighthouse Museum, coastal state pavilions, 
and a maritime-themed eco-resort.



• About: 

• It is one of the southernmost sites of the Harappan civilization, located in the Bhal 
region of Gujarat, between the Bhogavo and Sabarmati rivers near the Gulf of Khambhat. 

• The name Lothal in Gujarati means “mound of the dead”, similar to Mohenjo-daro in 
Sindhi. 

• The site was discovered in 1954 by S.R. Rao was nominated as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in April 2014.



• Significance: It is famous for having the world’s earliest known dock, which 
connected the city to an ancient course of the Sabarmati river. It was also famous 
for bead workshops, and maritime trade links with Mesopotamia and Egypt dating 
back nearly 4,000 years





1st Interpol Silver 
Notices



• The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has got its first Interpol silver notice issued, 
against the recovery of around 82 kg of cocaine in Delhi.

• About

• A silver notice is issued by Interpol to identify, locate, and trace assets acquired 
through criminal proceeds by a fugitive.

• Aim: Helping trace and recover criminal assets for combating transnational organised 
crime through enhanced international police cooperation.



• The Interpol launched ‘Silver Notice’, the newest addition to the organisation’s list 
of colour-coded notices and diffusions, as part of a pilot project involving 52 
countries and territories.

• The pilot project will run at least till November 2025. India is one of the 
participating countries.





Operation Guddar



• An encounter broke out in the Guddar forest of Kulgam, J&K, under Operation 
Guddar, after terrorists opened fire on security forces during a search operation.

• Aim:

• To neutralize active terrorists operating in South Kashmir.

• To secure forested terrain and villages used as militant hideouts.



The Apatanis Tribe





• The Apatani women of Ziro Valley, Arunachal Pradesh, represent the last 
generation to wear the tribe’s traditional facial tattoos and wooden nose plugs, a 
practice banned in the 1970s but still proudly carried by elderly women.



• Reasons:

• Protection from Abduction: Tattoos and large wooden nose plugs were intended to make Apatani 
women appear less attractive to outsiders and rival tribes.

• Identity & Dignity: Became a symbol of honour, belonging, and dignity within the community.

• Cultural Beauty Standard: Among the Apatanis, tattoos later became associated with tribal beauty 
ideals, despite being unusual to outsiders.





Thank you ☺


