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The best student is not
always the loudest one, but
often the most composed
one.
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As U.S. Senate clears Bill, 100% tariff threat looms

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI
The U.S. Senate has

passed, with overwhelm-
ing majority, a Bill that
could once again see mas-
sive tariffs of up to 100%
being levied on India for its
import of Russian oil.

The Senate voted 86-11
to pass the Lindsey O Gra-
ham Sanctioning Russia
and Iran Act of 2026. The
Bill will now need to pass
in the House of Represen-
tatives before it becomes
law.

According to Senate
documents, the bipartisan
Act “is designed to deprive
Vladimir Putin of the reve-
nue financing Russia’s war
against Ukraine” by impos-
ing sanctions on Russia’s

Burningissue

U.S. Senate passes Bill aiming to cut off
funding for Russia’s war in Ukraine

m Bill proposes
100% tariffs on
countries ‘heavily’
importing Russian

oil and gas 2026

m Russian crude
accounted for more
than 50% of Indian
imports in June

m China and India
are the top two
importers of
Russian crude oil

m The legislation
awaits approval
from the U.S. House
of Representatives

political leadership, finan-
cial institutions, energy
sector, and sanctions-eva-
sion networks.

As per the Bill, the U.S.
would after 30 days of its
passage impose a tariff of
100% on the import of
goods originating in a
country that met one of

two broad criteria. India
runs the risk of qualifying
under at least one of the
criteria. First, the tariffs
would apply on a country
that was among the five lar-
gest importers, by total vol-
ume, of crude oil or natu-
ral gas originating from
Russia during the 12

months preceding the date
of the enactment of the
Act, and that then pro-
ceeds to import oil or gas
from Russia after 30 days
of the Act’s enactment.

Leading importers
This is the criteria that
could impact India. China
and India are the top two
importers of Russian crude
oil. Further, Russian crude
accounted for more than
40% of Indian crude oil im-
ports in May 2026 and
more than 50% in June.

Scaling this back drasti-
cally within 30 days at a
time when  passage
through the volatile Strait
of Hormuz is still con-
strained would be very dif-
ficult for India.

The second criterion for

the tariffs is if a country
was among the top five na-
tions “facilitating Russian
oil sanctions evasion dur-
ing the 12 months preced-
ing the date of the enact-
ment of the Act”. India
runs a much lower risk of
qualifying for tariffs under
this criterion as Indian oil
marketing companies have
repeatedly said that all
their purchases have been
made without violating
sanctions.

If the 100% tariffs were
levied, this would be the
highest tariff level so far
that India would have had
to face during Donald
Trump’s presidency. This
would come on top of a
10% tariff that the U.S. cur-
rently imposes on imports
from India.



Point
Legislation
U.S. Senate vote

Main objective

Key weapon

India affected?
Is it law already?

Next stage

After that

Implementation mentioned

Details

Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act
of 2026

86-11 in favour

Reduce the revenue available to Russia for financing
its war in Ukraine

Potential 100% tariff on goods imported into the
U.S. from certain countries dealing heavily in Russian
oil/gas

Potentially yes — significantly
No
It must pass the U.S. House of Representatives

Presidential approval/signature would be required
before it becomes law

Tariff provisions could operate after a 30-day
window, subject to the bill's final enacted text



* Why is the U.S. proposing such a huge tariff?
* The bill's logic is:

* Russia sells oil/gas = Russia earns export revenue - revenue helps finance the Russian state and its
war - pressure major buyers of Russian energy - reduce Russia's revenue.

* Instead of merely imposing additional sanctions directly on Russia, the legislation threatens countries
that continue to buy large quantities of Russian energy.

* This is effectively a form of secondary economic pressure.

* The Senate document quoted in the article says the legislation is intended to deprive Vladimir Putin of
revenue financing Russia's war against Ukraine by targeting areas including:

* Russian political leadership
* financial institutions

* energy sector

* sanctions-evasion networks



Indicator mentioned in
article

World's major Russian
crude buyers

Russian share of India's
crude imports — May
2026

Russian share — June
2026

Therefore

Position

China and India are top
two

More than 40%

More than 50%

India could satisfy one of
the bill's main criteria

 Why India is particularly exposed

* India's vulnerability comes primarily
from how much Russian crude it buys.

* That 50%+ figure is particularly
important.

* It shows how dramatically India's oil
relationship with Russia has changed
compared with the period before the
Ukraine war.



TOP CRUDE

SUPPLIERSTOINDIA
(April - November 2024)

Russia

6iImt
$35.78 bn -

Iraq

31.7mr1
$18.3bn

Saudi Arabia UAE

20mT 13.3m1
$12.6 bn $8.4bn




Rank Country 2026 position / significance

By far the largest; ~52% of India's

1 RU Russia crude imports in June 2026, about
2.6 million bpd
Traditionally India's No. 2 supplier;
2 1Qlraq volumes fell during the 2026
disruption

Major Gulf supplier; volumes

3 AE UAE increased strongly during parts of
2026
Traditionally top-3, but 2026

4 sA Saudi Arabia volumes have been

disrupted/reduced

Increasingly important alternative

5 us United States .
supplier




Country

us United States
NG Nigeria

om Oman

Ao Angola

AE UAE
QA Qatar

LNG supplied in May
2026

0.9 million tonnes
0.5 mt

0.3 mt

0.3 mt

0.1 mt

0 In May
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DUE RECOGNITION

Head edges Carey to bag
the Allan Border Medal

CRICKET AUSTRALIA

h

Star batter Travis Head won Australia’s top cricketing honour for the
second year in a row, edging Alex Carey to claim the Allan Border
Medal. The 32-year-old Head polled 153 votes, one more than
wicketkeeper and South Australia teammate Carey, and three clear
of fast bowler Mitchell Starc.




Player Difference from winner

Travis Head Winner

Alex Carey 1 vote behind

Mitchell Starc 3 votes behind



What is the Allan Border Medal?

The Allan Border Medal is generally regarded as the highest individual honour for an Australian male

international cricketer.

It is named after former Australian captain Allan Border.

It recognises performances across Australia's international cricket season rather than being limited to one
particular format.

Why is Head's achievement important?

The important examination point is not simply that Head won it, but that he has now won it two years
consecutively.

At 32 years of age, according to the clipping:
Travis Head — 153 = Alex Carey — 152 = Mitchell Starc - 150

That extraordinarily narrow margin shows how competitive the award was.
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J&K group flags ‘terrorism threat’
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Netanyahu rejects Trump’s Gaza proposal

Israeli military will not withdraw unless Hamas is
‘genuinely disarmed’, says Israeli Prime Minister

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

sraeli Prime Minister
l Benjamin Netanyahu

on Sunday rejected a
US.led Gaza plan en-
dorsed by Hamas, putting
distance between himself
and U.S. President Donald
Trump as he tries to shore
up his base ahead of com-
ing elections.

After more than a week
of gradually escalating crit-
icism of the plan proposed
by the Board of Peace, and
despite receiving assuranc-
es that Israel would not
need to start withdrawing
from Gaza immediately,
Mr. Netanyahu explicitly
opposed the deal following
pushback from his right-
wing allies.

“Israel rejects the 15-
point document,” Mr. Ne-

tanyahu said, referring to
the plan Hamas agreed to
in late July. The Israeli mili-
tary “will not carry out any
withdrawal until Hamas is
genuinely disarmed, and
will continue to thwart
threats against our forces
and our citizens”, he told a
Cabinet meeting.

Mr. Netanyahu de-
scribed Mr. Trump, who
had hailed the Gaza deal as
a milestone for peace, as
“our greatest friend in the
White House”, but quickly
made clear he was willing
to challenge him, saying Is-
rael was raising its objec-
tions with the United
States. “They have ideas;
some of them are accepta-
ble to us and some are not,
and we know how to stand
our ground on these mat-
ters,” he said.

Mr. Netanyahu, Israel’s

Difference of opinions

The Israeli PM's opposition to the proposal comes after more
than a week of gradually escalating criticism of the plan

What the plan says:
® Hamas would
surrender weapons
to a nascent
Palestinian
governing body

@

w israel would begin
pulling out forces

in tandem with the
disarmament

longest-serving leader, is
running even or trailing in
some polls ahead of Octob-
er 27 elections, the coun-
try’s first since the devas-
tating October 7, 2023,
attack by Hamas that
sparked the war in Gaza.
Mr. Netanyahu until re-
cently campaigned on the
strength of his relationship

They [US.] have ideas;
some of them are

en

acceptable to us and
some are not, and
we know how to
stand our ground

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU
Israeli Prime Minister

7

with Mr. Trump, who has
taken unprecedented steps
to back Israel, including
moving the U.S. embassy
to Jerusalem.

The Gaza plan was the
latest stage in a U.S.-bro-
kered ceasefire announced
in October that has re-
duced, but not ended, Is-
raeli operations there.

Polls show that the U.S.-
led Gaza plan is unpopular
with Mr. Netanyahu's right-
wing base, and far-right
members of his Cabinet
have urged him to kill it.

Hamas, days after se-
lecting a new leader, Khalil
al-Hayya, announced it
supported the Gaza plan,
and has since called on
Washington to push Mr.
Netanyahu to accept it.

Hamas in a statement
said it was still committed
to the plan.

“We expect the media-
tors and the American gua-
rantor to pressure Mr. Ne-
tanyahu and his
government to adhere to
the road map, and not ob-
struct the process for inter-
nal political and electoral
reasons,” said Bassem
Naim, a member of Ha-
mas’s political bureau

Hamas said it would sur-
render weapons to a nas-
cent Palestinian governing
body. The plan said Israel
would begin pulling out
forces in tandem with the
disarmament, a timeline it
adamantly rejected.

‘Honour commitments’
After meeting Mr. Netanya-
hu last week, Mr. Trump’s
body implementing the
deal, dubbed the Board of
Peace, backtracked and
said Israel would only need
to withdraw after “com-
plete” disarmament, but it
was apparently not enough
for Mr. Netanyahu.

“We are talking about
real disarmament, not ficti-
tious disarmament,” he
said on Sunday.

Egypt, a key mediator,
called on all sides to “ho-
nour their commitments”

Willing to challenge Trump, he says, while opposing § Hamas is still committed to the proposal, wants

the deal following pushback from right-wing allies America and mediators to put pressure on Israel

and refrain from action
that could jeopardise pro-
gress, in a call between Fo-
reign Minister Badr Abde-
latty and the Board of

Peace’s high representative
for Gaza, Nickolay
Mladenov.

Meanwhile, Israeli gun-
fire on Sunday injured a
child who was taken to
hospital in Khan Yunis, ci-
vil defence authorities
said.

Israeli operations in Ga-
za have killed 1,258 Palesti-
nians since the ceasefire,
according to the territory’s
Health Ministry, which op-
erates under Hamas auth-
ority and whose figures are
considered reliable by the
United Nations.

The Israeli Army has re-
ported five deaths in its
ranks during the same pe-
riod.



What happened?

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejected a 15-point U.S.-led Gaza proposal that had

reportedly been endorsed by Hamas.

The fundamental disagreement concerns when Israel should withdraw its military forces from Gaza
relative to Hamas's disarmament.

The central disagreement

U.S.-led proposal:

Hamas disarms - Palestinian governing structure develops - Israeli forces progressively withdraw.
Netanyahu's position:

Hamas must first be genuinely/fully disarmed - only then should Israeli forces withdraw.

That sequencing dispute is at the heart of the article.



What did Trump's proposal envisage?

The article identifies two especially important components:

Component Proposed arrangement @)

Hamas weapons Hamas would surrender weapons to a nascent Palestinian governing body

Israeli forces Israel would begin pulling out forces in tandem with the disarmament
process

This is precisely where Netanyahu objects.

The U.S. framework appears to envisage a parallel process:
Hamas disarms progressively © Israel withdraws progressively
Netanyahu wants a more sequential arrangement:

Complete/genuine Hamas disarmament - Israeli withdrawal



Why is Netanyahu challenging Trump?

This is politically interesting because Netanyahu has historically maintained a very close relationship with
Donald Trump.

The article notes Trump's previous strongly pro-Israel actions, including moving the U.S. Embassy to
Jerusalem.

Nevertheless, Netanyahu says Israel is prepared to disagree with Washington where Israeli security
interests are concerned.
Domestic politics is important

Netanyahu is also facing pressure from his right-wing political base and Cabinet allies.
According to the clipping:

* polls suggest the U.S.-led Gaza plan is unpopular among Netanyahu's right-wing supporters;
« far-right members of his Cabinet have urged him to reject it;

» Israel is approaching elections;

» Netanyahu therefore has domestic electoral considerations in addition to security concerns.

So his decision has three dimensions:

Israeli security + relationship with Washington + domestic electoral politics.



U.S.-led framework

Disarmament and Israeli withdrawal can
progress together

Hamas endorsed the framework

Designed to move toward ceasefire
implementation

International mediation

Netanyahu's position
Hamas must genuinely disarm first
Netanyahu rejects the 15-point

document

Israel wants stronger security
guarantees

Israeli government retains freedom to
respond to threats
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The cost of unconditional cash transfers

Imm bivaly AW e A TR S e

FROM THE ARC
Whe w40 ’!.'!imh.

FIFTY VEARS AGO AUGLET LI

12 gunny bags of watches
selzed

[ e, piriissorie ared ail-
WHIeAs VIS Incheates VAT S1ate o
ot have uch apace 1o TR
PV A anc g ew iy
Wdpvas
Infrastinetinm. Tha

Pilamy: Auaust B, Tive Himivy Chistion d6 alay
e Hunash oof wirkedves bl 43 geniy g

u
T -u "

s that Hie e T
Tt lull:'l e D i
O
W Kt
ren i
b Atnibanan | O
Tosdwe b abowrernt e u-uu-- Corlheiton
e Incremse b m . cupaeiey, wamanma | L) o0 s it confervmies, M
Iy Iharkhand. Karnatabon s R ™ " iy ~ M. WaiStsawan. Golisctor i Gusfoms
hn W Yo Wear Bangm, v-lnm happen b ) e b
muu'u. | Mg the n«mmm Tanve the bargest UCT schamen, the i walmyraat Mt | g3 oan 2N L1500 plocies. torally walied ''ut o llnu e ln
rvey il the fotl Vinarice Com, re D = R = 10 lukte ! p
miswlon O) roport fivs e v Winddlowinn o hpy it gt of
Ciban o oot i e ool e T PRt s iy iy Mt iy
Birddoss Of aL20le sdlvboon: Nous manbiben [ hapes b onibe Wiy 04 Cumiraluiait bovdias curuiguiing L/ duh hirling
Mk Ml s X AT Ly wimly wii
-nanum-llm-huhuh. i i n-nll I v TE wanalt b sy dinky B ihe
xale e ' s vyt e i lumnlvNA) Inpran 1,000 - S e e oo 1Y Fikints WAV Ao B
iy thee nom o e | B Thes an e s idog) i it L}
m -v:.-ln db«nn- nafite nolwuhnl-mlm‘ llu c u - Chart 41 b MR s L el s
roliec bus, | ue o L
ml‘:ﬁ:tlv- Critarin » Mich s eatr: mt::g'ﬂ:‘u‘::ammuwmof bt o vt A HUNDNED YEANS AGO AUGUST 10, 1026
L T e e | e o T e s oot yh - The Cauvery floods
PN A 4 .
dhaivien alvnw ik e el At 10 Thoew T bown i vory
o e -l ™ uuln Tiww b nw Canvery since yostueday, Yhe
T wuDOPAIAYES (rovavele (rrvieh T ARKCUE WhKCT Wik 10,9 4t
|.. Trmalths aend mebbieab i s R Lo . 3008 nlm e munh mc- m (2 lﬂ, la WbV A st
0 U ERAL R CONMT A e 100 . . ﬁl-:'lv e
o g aa s | Boaition of state B Uil T v tlow wt al Wil Continaron A Che ln
HAnka, aiid wriors 0 digital recorda [inar wn swirenasasbie mnnr o B v mw;w,.,'g hiv o o l--«h ek (e uul‘ - whe
WA VATl THie quiation (0 Be | soI. Ovier Ui, m- Inphicatione Yoy p ARG [ " e rumlves e
- ko forward Ia whother | of w public awvive onalons o0 b B PR, T KoraNAre) Aa l"'mnl-nllv v wehie
" !}lm:u‘ o e nlum—:c P b umalm' B kel ‘.l“ alvmin mn’- b nmu -Iw Chih s !l- e
voming - o
il AUCH R A A it lmliwn
A " warse, e vo
. yoiorcdiy I thils phmpek Pl
g of 1 Fhow ridliwiny EIAT R B et i1l
Inm kbt vige it
Thonsa, Ik .‘I-.. lm n\nny W sall A -nd |-m-. whginale of
i
P — it w] ctmiun rw eliovend h- he
by Phiarkdianiiad s boa 13 ey of 1 frustios, ai
Himichil Prodesh. Ace rucedvad from Dbt n
h 12 A0 D05 Pyt ax
W twndency b




Burden or benefit?

Data were sourced from the Reserve Bank of India. Dipa Sinha and Vijay Ram S are affiliated with the Centre for the
Study of the Indian Economy, Azim Premji University. Views expressed are personal

Cost of welfare: Women receive the Pongal gift
items, along with 21,000 provided by the Tamil
Nadu government in Madurai in January 2023

Chart 1: Expenditure of UCT schemes as a share of total
expenditure for select States (in %)

Jharkhand 10.03
West Bengal 1 7.8 z
Karnataka S 7.53
m.p, T S.44
Maharashtra 00000 417
Odisha I 3.83 v
Assam {00 341 This indicates that
Chhattisgarh [T 3,34 States da not have much
Tamil Nadu S 3.21 space to manoeuvre
Haryana [0 3.04 towards financing new
Telangana S 1.91 initiatives or investing in

Goa I 097 infrastructure
Himachal [ 0.26

Percentage (%) of State expenditure

Chart 2: Expenditure on UCTs as a % of State expenditure on

Tablel: A State-wise list of unconditional cash transfer (UCT)
schemes, which have increased since 2023

Stat Monthly Year of
Sch name | amount () | introduction
Griha Aadhar 2016 (renewed
Goa Scheme ¥1,500 in 2023)
Sikkim Aama
Sikkim Sashaktikaran (u?,ooor) 2°22irf°2’:)"2"’3')“’e"
Yojana o
Gruha Lakshmi
Karnataka Schotiia 22,000 2023
Ladli Behna
M.P. Yojana 21,500 2023
Kalaignar Magalir
T.N. Urimai Thogai 21,000 2023
Mahalakshmi
Telangana PIEG 22,500 2023
Mukhyamantri
Maharashtra | Majhi Ladki Bahin 31,500 2024
Yojana
Mukhyamantri
Jharkhand Maiya Samman 22,500 2024
Yojana
Odisha Subhadra Yojana £10,000 2024
(per year)
2 Mahtari Vandan
Chhattisgarh Yolana 1,000 2024
Assam Orunodoi 3.0 1,250 2024
Indira Gandhi
Himachal Pyari Behna Sukh 31,500 2024
Samman Nidhi
Lado Lakshmi
Haryana Yojana 32,100 2025
Sthree Suraksha
Kerala Eotenie 21,000 2026
Mukh Mantri
Punjab Mawan Dheeyan !iggg a3 2026
Satkar Yojna g
5 2026 (replacing
Delhi Lakshmi Yojana 32,500 corlier scheme)
2026 (replacing
Annapurna :
West Bengal Bhandar 3,000 Lakshmir

Bhandar [2021])



Chart 2: Expenditure on UCTs as a % of State expenditure on
education for select States
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Why governments favour these schemes

UCTs have several legitimate advantages.
Money transferred directly to women can be spent according to household priorities.

The article notes evaluations showing that cash received by women is commonly used for useful
expenditure such as:

food + healthcare + education.
UCTs can consequently provide:

e greater financial autonomy for women;

¢ immediate support to low-income households;
e improved consumption security;

e easier access to essential goods;

e reduced vulnerability to sudden expenses.

There is also an administrative advantage: direct transfers can potentially reduce some layers of
intermediary leakage compared with traditional in-kind delivery systems.



Problems still remain

Cash transfers do not automatically solve welfare-delivery problems.
The article identifies issues such as:

* lack of required documents;

e inability to access banking services;

e incorrect or incomplete digital records;
» exclusion of otherwise eligible women.

Interestingly, States such as Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh have reportedly been rationalising
beneficiary numbers.

Delhi also introduced eligibility restrictions before rolling out its scheme.

This shows that identifying beneficiaries remains a significant administrative challenge.



The biggest concern: fiscal burden

This is the heart of the article.
Cash transfers represent a recurring expenditure.

Once millions of beneficiaries become entitled to ¥1,000-33,000 every month, governments have to fund
that commitment every year.

Unlike building a one-time asset, these payments continually recur.
And State governments already have large committed expenditure on:
salaries + pensions + interest payments.

This leaves limited fiscal room.

The 16th Finance Commission, as discussed in the clipping, points to these constraints.



State
Jharkhand
West Bengal
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Odisha
Assam
Chhattisgarh
Tamil Nadu
Haryana
Telangana
Goa

Himachal Pradesh

UCT expenditure as % of total State expenditure
10.03%

7.84%
7.53%
5.44%
4.17%
3.83%
3.41%
3.34%
3.21%
3.04%
1.91%
0.97%
0.26%



Most striking comparison

Himachal Pradesh: 0.26%.

That is a huge difference in the relative fiscal burden.




State
Jharkhand
Karnataka
West Bengal
Madhya Pradesh
Odisha
Maharashtra
Tamil Nadu
Haryana
Telangana
Chhattisgarh
Assam

Goa

Himachal Pradesh

UCT spending relative to education budget
78.99%
73.59%
54.05%
42.27%
31.59%
27.31%
24.78%
24.42%
22.27%
21.40%
20.29%

7.74%
1.38%



State
Jharkhand
Karnataka
West Bengal
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
Tamil Nadu
Assam
Haryana
Telangana
Chhattisgarh
Odisha

Goa

Himachal Pradesh

UCT expenditure as % of health expenditure
207.30%
184.70%
153.70%
113.20%

98.80%
83.10%
71.60%
62.10%
60.60%
60.40%
58.30%
14.00%

6.00%



Why economists worry about this

The problem is opportunity cost.

A State has finite revenue.

Suppose it receives X100.

It needs to distribute that money among:

health + education + roads + water + electricity + salaries

+ pensions + interest + welfare + infrastructure + other
services.

If an increasingly large amount becomes permanently

committed to cash transfers, the government has less
flexibility to increase spending elsewhere.

The article therefore asks:
Are cash transfers coming at the cost of investment in

public services?
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S eastern coast

Typhoon Dolphin hi

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

Typhoon Dolphin made
landfall in densely populat-
ed eastern China on Sun-
day, authorities said, after
the storm triggered more
than 1,000 flight cancella-
tions, evacuations and a
top-level alert.

The centre of the ty-
phoon moved over the
coastline near Yuhuan City
in Zhejiang Province at
about 09:30 GMT, China’s
National Meteorological
Centre said. Maximum
wind speeds near the
centre were more than 150
kilometres per hour at the
time it made landfall, the
NMC said.

Nearly 1,400 flights in
and out of Shanghai’s two

™A

=

Rain wrestle: A man tries to hold onto his umbrella amid strong
wind and downpour in Huangpu district, Shanghai, on Sunday. A

main passenger airports
were cancelled on Sunday,
state broadcaster CCTV
reported.

The effects were felt as
far away as Hong Kong on
China’s southern coast,
where the weather obser-

R\

vatory posted a record
high temperature of 36.9
Celsius, caused by warm
air pushed over the city by
Typhoon Dolphin.
Typhoon Dolphin
brought heavy rain and
strong winds to Japan’s

Okinawa before reaching
China. Seven people in
Okinawa suffered minor in-
juries and 5,290 house-
holds were left without
electricity, according to
the island’s government.

In Taiwan, dozens of fer-
ry services were suspend-
ed and more than 180
flights were cancelled.

China’s NMC issued a
red typhoon alert on Sun-
day, forecasting “extraor-
dinary torrential rain” in
some areas of central and
eastern Zhejiang.

Typhoon Dolphin’s ar-
rival in China comes two
weeks after Typhoon Noul
lashed southern Guang-
dong province, declared
by authorities at the time
as the strongest storm to
hit China this year.



Point

Storm

Landfall country

Province

Landfall location

Time of landfall

Maximum winds near centre
Highest warning

Shanghai flights affected
Taiwan flights cancelled
Japan area affected

Okinawa injuries

Okinawa households without power

Previous major China typhoon mentioned

Details

Typhoon Dolphin

CN China

Zhejiang

Near Yuhuan City
About 09:30 GMT
More than 150 km/h
Red typhoon alert
Nearly 1,400 cancelled
180+

Okinawa

7 minor injuries
5,290

Typhoon Noul
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Region
Northwest Pacific

North Atlantic & Northeast
Pacific

Indian Ocean & South
Pacific

Common name

Typhoon
Hurricane

Cyclone / Tropical
Cyclone



8. How does a typhoon form?

Typhoons derive enormous amounts of energy from warm ocean water.
A simplified process is:

Warm sea surface (typically = ~26.5°C)

v

Strong evaporation

A

Warm, moist air rises

v

Surface pressure falls

N

More surrounding air moves inward

N

Water vapour condenses - latent heat released

¥

Storm intensifies

N

Earth's rotation produces organised cyclonic circulation

v
¥

Tropical cyclone | typhoon develops
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Ashmita stuns Han to bag her maiden BWF Tour title

Coach Park, who has now seen two of his wards win Super 300 tournaments in successive weeks, believes the Assam girl always had the tools to succeed, wants her to be more consistent

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
ASAN (KOREA)

shmita Chaliha pro-
A duced a gritty show

to secure her mai-
den BWF World tour title
with a fighting win over
fourth seed Han Qian Xi of
China in the women’s sin-
gles final of the Korea Mas-
ters Super 300 badminton
tournament on Sunday.

Slow start

The 26-year-old from As-
sam, who had suffered a
career-threatening knee in-
jury two yvears back in Ko-
rea, overcame a slow start
and a testing decider to
complete a memorable vic-
tory, recovering from the
loss of the opening game to
stun world No. 35 Han 14
21, 21-14, 21-44 in the sum-
mit clash that lasted 53 mi-

nutes. "1 feel really great
and unbelievable. But then
1 am trying to digest it
Now, 1 am hungry for
more," said Ashmita, who
trains under Park Tae-Sang
at the National Centre of
Excellence in Guwahati.

“In the first game, it was
a little bit tricky because of
the drift conditions, so |
was not able to manage it...
But in the second, the oth-
er side was more comforta-
ble and there was less drift,
so [ was able to control it,"
she said. “And in the third,
after 11 points, I changed
again, so 1 was on the good
side. 'm glad that I could
pull it off”

Ashmita’s win marks
back-to-back BWF World
Tour finals for Indians,
with Tanvi Sharma having
won the Taipei Open last
Sunday.

Park, who has now seen
two of his wards win Super
300 tdtles in successive

weeks, believes Ashmita al-
ways had the tools to suc-
ceed but needed to be-
come more consistent in
her approach.

“Before the injury, Ash-
mita was already a good
player and a very good ta-
lent, She has a good smash
and nice movement, but
unfortunately, at the
wrong time, she had o
take a break because of the
injury,” the South Korean
told PTI.

“When she joined me, 1
thought, ‘Oh, she is a good
player.! But tactically and
strategically, and also a lit-
tle bit mentally, she had
some problems.”

The World No, 50 Ash-
mita had to undergo sur-
gery and an extensive reha-
bilitation period after
suffering a medial menis-
cus tear in her right knee
during the Korea Open in
2024. She returned in Fe-
bruary next year and

played 14 events.

This year she competed
in a couple of events but
then spent three months
building strength. She en-
Joyed a strong comeback
on the BWF Tour with
back-to-back quarterfinals
at China Masters and Ma-
laysia Masters and then a
semifinal appearance at
the Macau Open.

Ahead of Sunday's final,
Park and Ashmita analysed
Han’s game on video, with
the coach identifying un-
forced errors as the biggest
obstacle.

“Yesterday, wealso dida
video analysis of her Chi-
nese opponent. I told Ash-
mita, ‘Your biggest pro-
blem is your own mistakes.
You are making simple
mistakes,

“But if you can reduce
those simple mistakes,
100%, 1 promise you, you
can win the title today,”
Park said.

On a high: Ashmita celebrates with Park after her memorable triumph. swr



Point

Player

Country

Home State
Age
Tournament
BWEF level
Category

Final opponent
Opponent's seeding
Final score
Result

Match duration
Significance
Coach

Training base

Details

Ashmita Chaliha

IN India

Assam

26 years

Korea Masters

Super 300

Women's Singles

Han Qian Xi of China
4th seed

14-21, 21-14, 21-14
Chaliha won in 3 games
53 minutes

First BWF World Tour title of her career
Park Tae-Sang

National Centre of Excellence, Guwahati



Tournament
China Masters
Malaysia Masters
Macau Open

Korea Masters

Performance
Quarterfinal
Quarterfinal
Semifinal

¥ Champion



Week

Previous
week

Following
week

Indian player

Tanvi Sharma

Ashmita
Chaliha

Tournament

Taipei Open

Korea Masters

Result

L Winner

2 Winner



e 7. What does "Super 300" mean?

 BWF World Tour tournaments are organised into different
levels.

* Broadly:

* World Tour Finals / Super 1000 - Super 750 - Super 500
- Super 300 - Super 100

* The higher the level, generally the greater the ranking
points, prize money and strength of the field.

* So winning a Super 300 is a substantial international
achievement and considerably more significant than winning
a lower-level developmental event.



U20 Worlds: Basant, Shahnavaz make history
as India’s ]umpers share global podium in US

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, August 9

INDIA'S JUMPERS rarely make
a global podium. On Saturday,
theydid it twice at the U20 World
Championships in Eugene, US.

Basant Kumar (19) became
the first Indian high-jumper to
win a medal at the U20 Worlds,
claiming silver. Shahnavaz
Khan (19) followed with bronze
inthelongjump, becomingthe
first Indian male long-jumper
to reach the podium at the
championships.

With these two medals,
along with Ashish Yadav’s

Basant Kumar won a silver in high jump; (right) Shahnavaz Khan
won bronze inlong jump in Eugene, Oregon, US, Saturday. Ari

silver in the javelin, India
equalled its best-ever haul at
the U20 World Championships,
matching the tally from the
2021 and 2022 editions.
Basant, who is coached by
former national record-holder
Sahana Kumari, equalled his
personal best with 2.21m but
lost gold to Algeria’s Younes
Ayachi on countback. “A big
moment for him and the
country. I always knew Basant
was going to deliver on the big
stage,” Sahana Kumari told The
Indian Express.
Shahnavaz, who was the
»CONTINUED ONPAGE2




Athlete Age Event Performance Medal Historic significance

First Indian high
Basant Kumar 19 Men's High Jump 221m @ Silver jumper ever to win a
U20 Worlds medal

First Indian male long
Shahnawaz Khan 19 Men's Long Jump — © Bronze  jumper to win a U20
Worlds medal

Added India's third
Ashish Yadav — Javelin — © Silver medal mentioned in the
article



Question
Championship

Venue

Basant Kumar event
Basant's medal

Height

Historic record
Shahnawaz Khan event
Medal

Historic record
Basant's coach

India's other medal mentioned
Total

Previous comparable best

Answer

World Athletics U20 Championships

Eugene, Oregon, USA

High Jump

© Silver

221 m

First Indian high jumper to medal at U20 Worlds
Long Jump

© Bronze

First Indian male long jumper to medal at U20 Worlds
Sahana Kumari

Ashish Yadav — Javelin Silver

3 medals

2021 & 2022



How adrone ‘hellscape’ nnght stopa Chinese invasion of Taiwan

Chris Buckley
& Amy Chang Chien
Taipei, August 9

TO REPEL any future Chinese
invasion, Taiwan is building
fleets of flying drones and un-
manned attack boats.
The goal is to use
themto helplocate and
attack Chinese forces
approaching theisland,
relying on Taiwanese
soldiers trained to
move quickly before
Chinacanstrike them. US com-
manders who developed this
strategy call it a “hellscape”:
overwhelming an invading
force with waves of drones,
missilesand artillery, and mak-

E

ing an amphibious assault so
risky that China’s leaders are
deterred from trying.

Inspired by lessons from
Ukraine and other recent war
zones, Taiwan is now accelerat-
ing efforts to put that strategy
into practice. “Our drone and
counter-drone efforts
started relatively late,
and initially we weretry-
ing things out as we went
i along,” Lt. Gen. Huang
Wen-chi, the director
general of strategic plan-
ning for the Taiwanese Defense
Ministry, told a committee of
lawmakers Wednesday. That
has begun to change over the
past two years, he added.

On Thursday, Taiwan's mili-

Members of Taiwan’s military operating a drone during the annual
Han Kuang military exercises in Changhua, Taiwan on Thursday. ny1

tary allowed reporters towatch
as troops in central Taiwan
practiced using drones for re-

connaissance, as part of the is-
land’s annual Han Kuang mili-
tary exercises, which began on

Wednesday and will run for 10
days. Maj. Gen. Lu Wen-yuan,
who helped plan the exercises,
said earlier that they would also
train troops to take out enemy
drones.

Many militaries across the
world are embracing the drone
revolution, but Taiwan faces a
particularly urgent threat:
China, which is roughly 110
miles away, claims the self-gov-
erned island as its territory.

Chinese leaders say they
want to absorb Taiwan peace-
fully, but will not rule out using
force.

Theyare backing that threat
with expanding fleets of war-
ships, planes, missiles and
drones, as well as more fre-

quent coast guard patrols and
landing exercises.

Taiwanese officials have
noted Ukraine’s drone-driven
gains on the battlefield, and
they are trying to emulate
Ukraine’s David-versus-Gol-
iath approach: using relatively
cheap and nimble drones to
level the playing field against a
much larger adversary.

“Drones are entering a new
chapter,” said Max Lo, the
chairman of the Taiwan Na-
tional Drone Industry Associ-
ation. “Taiwan, for its own sur-
vival and national defense, isin
urgent need of these drones.
Butit'sthe same everywherein
the world right now —that’san
opportunity for Taiwan." NYT



China begins invasion

N

Huge numbers of unmanned systems activated

N

Drones locate Chinese ships/troops

N

Other drones + missiles + artillery attack them

N

Chinese amphibious force suffers losses and delays
N

Taiwan gains crucial time to mobilise and respond
The ultimate objective is deterrence.

Taiwan would prefer that China conclude beforehand that an invasion would be too expensive and risky to
attempt.



Why drones are particularly suitable for Taiwan

There is a huge conventional military imbalance.

China has a much larger military than Taiwan, including significantly greater numbers of:

e warships,

e combat aircraft,

e missiles,

e personnel,

* industrial resources.

Taiwan cannot simply attempt to match China platform-for-platform.
For example, trying to build an equivalent number of large warships would be prohibitively expensive.

Drones change the economic equation.

Traditional approach

Expensive platform vs expensive platform

Asymmetric approach

Many cheap systems - threaten fewer extremely expensive systems

This is called asymmetric warfare.



System

Surveillance drones
Reconnaissance drones
Attack drones

Loitering munitions
Unmanned surface boats
Small FPV-type drones
Counter-drone systems

Drones + artillery

Drones + missiles

Potential role

Detect Chinese ships and troop concentrations
Provide real-time battlefield intelligence

Strike vehicles, troops or military equipment
Wait for targets and then attack

Attack or disrupt naval forces

Tactical attacks on troops/equipment

Destroy Chinese drones

Drone identifies target = artillery attacks

Drone provides targeting - missile conducts strike



e Ukraine is the major inspiration

* One of the most important points in the article is that Taiwan is studying lessons from the Russia—
Ukraine war.

* Ukraine has demonstrated how relatively inexpensive unmanned systems can create significant
problems for a much larger military.

* Taiwanese officials are particularly interested in the:
* "David versus Goliath" approach.

* In this analogy:

* David = smaller Taiwan

* Goliath = much larger China

* Taiwan therefore wants inexpensive, mobile and numerous systems capable of imposing
disproportionately large costs.



Why Taiwan cannot rely only on drones

A "drone hellscape" does not mean:
drones alone can defeat China.
A realistic defensive network would combine:

Drones + anti-ship missiles + air defence + mines + artillery + cyber capabilities + electronic warfare
+ mobile ground forces + intelligence.

The drones primarily make the battlefield more transparent and dangerous for an invading force.

China's position on Taiwan

This is the geopolitical background necessary to understand the article.
Taiwan has its own:

* government,
« military,

« elections,
« institutions.

Beijing claims Taiwan as part of China.
Chinese leaders say they prefer peaceful reunification, but they have not renounced the use of force.
China has also increased military pressure around Taiwan through:

warships + aircraft + missiles + drones + coast-guard patrols + military exercises.
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Word of the day

Encomium:
a formal expression of praise

Synonymes: tribute, commendation,
homage

Usage:
The teacher gave an encomium to the student for
her hard work.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/encomium

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /inkaumiam/

> N

Word of the day

Persnickety:

characterised by excessive precision and
attention to trivial details

Syn ONYMS: careful, picky, fussy, particular

Usa g€ She is persnickety about how her room
is arranged.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/persnickety

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pasnikati/

~a
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